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| To the Ricur Henson 


E D % A R D. 
Lord Viſcount Cornbury, &c. 


AND 


Baron CLirrox of Les 'ghton- 
Bromfwould ; 


Sox and Hein-Appakent of | 


EpwarD Earl of Clarendon, &c. 


wok LoxD, 


& Formerly 8 Your 
þ3 Lordſhip with the Firſt 
Volume of this Book, and 


preſent. 17 again entire in 
all; Its P arts to Yo ous becauſe it was made 
for Jou, I mean for Gentlemen of Your 
Noble Character; and becauſe, I be- 


2 lieve, 


Þ /or the ſame Reaſon, I now © 
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| The DEDIcATION. 

lieve, the peruſal of it will both profit 
and delight Yon: But more eſpectally, 
My Lord, I make You a Preſent of it, 


1 give Your Lordſhip an Aſſurance of 


the umſeigned Deſires I have, that You 


ſhould be Good, as well as Great, and to 


teſirfy thereby to the World, the great 
Reſpett I have for Your Noble Family 
of which Your Lordſhip cannot fail to be 
the great Ornament, as well as the Glory 
of Your Country, if You take this Book 


for Your Companion, and Euſebius, the 


Noble Author of it, for Your Guide. 
My Lord, I had the Honour to be 
lang acquainted with my Lord Your 


Grandfather, and I had the Happineſs, 


and Bleſſing, to be bred up in the Fami- 

of Your Great Grandfather of immor- 
tal Memory, I mean, in the moſt famous 
Unroerſity of Oxford, 0 which, after a 
long Night of Ignorance, in Times which | 


his mcomparable Pen hath deſcribed, he 


reſtored true Learning and Diſciphne, 10 


the great Benefit of the Church, and 


Kingdom, and governed it, all the Time 
he was Chancellor of it, with the Care, 
LS Afec- 


c 
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Aedtion, and Authority of a Father , aud, 
my Lord, I verily —— that of thoſe, 
who were then Students in the Unerſity, 
there is not a Man of any Rank, or Profe . 
ſion now Irumg, who doth not reverence his 
Memory, and wiſh all Happmeſs to his 
Noble Family, and particularly to Your 
Lordſhip, who bear his Name, and who, 
we all hope, ill follow his great Example, 
and that of another in every. Reſpett as 
| Great, aud Good, I mean the Example, 
f of Your Heroick other Great Grandfa- 
ther, my Lord Caper, of moſh Jene 
rable, aud Immortal Memory, 
To that End, my Lord, this Book, 
now compleated by 8 Author, comes io 
wait upon You in ihe Fifth Edition; _ 
mention to Tour Lordſhip, to et y 
underſtand, that it muſt be a B . 2 
more than common Value, which in ſo 
Critical an Age, hath mach its Wa y /o 
often in its ſeveral Parts through * 
World without any other Tefttmony, or 
Commendation, but that of us own in- 
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The DEDISAT TON. 

M herefore, My Lord, I do not deſire 

Tou to read it over, for that would be a 
Di/paragement to it, and allthe Parts of 
it; [only defire Your Lordſhip to taſte it, 
to read as ſmall a part of it as Voupleaſe, 
and thento forbear readmy the whole Col- 
leftiom, if You can. Idareſay, My Lord, 
when 'you have begun, Nou will no more be 
able not to go through the Whole, than if 
Tou were to read the beſi Dramatick Com- 
poſare that ever was made, Nou could groe 
off at the Firſt AF, and not proceed to the 
EndoftheFitth. It is not without Reaſon, 
My Lord, that I lilen this Bookto a Play; 
for indeed it is a ſort of Drama, writer 
in Dialogue, without Numbers, in which 
" ſeveral Perſons under feigned Names, 
expreſs ſeveral Humours, and, as it were, 
att ſeveral Paris; and as in a true Play, 
in which the Poet deſrons to profit, as much 
| as to pleaſe, and to couch a Noble Mo- 
| ral zn the Plot, this bright and ſerious 
1 Dramariſt zu Pro/e, the Wiſe Euſebius, 
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ll whoſe Piety in his Book is equal to hi 
[f 1 Wit, deſigns through the whole of it to 
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render Virtue amiable, and venerable, 


The DEDICATION. 


and moſt becoming the Profeſſion, and 
Practice of Gentlemen, and to repreſent 
Vice in its natural Features, as hateful 
and ridiculous, and moſt diſbonourable 
and reproachful io Gentlemen of all 
Ranks, deſcribing all along the Vaunes, 
and Follies, and Madneſs of the I la 
and di ſcovering the ſinful Arts and Suates, 
and Temptations of it m ſuch a deli br 
ful and condincing manner, that it muſt 
| 22 /ard of every one, who can turn Apo- 
ate from Virtue, after reading this 
moſt excellent Volume, that his Deſtruc- 
ian is of himſelf. 
My Lord, it zs now ſome Tame Ace 
\ | Your Lordſhip entered on the Stage of 
| he World, and, grove me leave to ſay a- 
gain, that the Eyes of God, and all — 
Men will be upon You, to "obſerve how 
„ iu will aft Your Part, and whether 
You'll follow the Inflruttions which the 
s || Honourable Euſebius gives in the firſt 
„ Part 10 Neander, and in the reſt to 
% | Theomachus; or whether for getting the 
„Honour both of Your natural and. ſpiris 
, {ral Birth. and the ſacred Obligations of 
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| The DEDICATION, 
Tour Baptiſmal Vow, Tou will let Tour 


Jelf be carried off by the great Number 
'of Atheiſts, Deiſts, Indiflerents, and De- 


bauchees among us, whoſe vile Manners 


and Converſation, he deſcribes in this 
golden Book. My Lord, in ſuch an 


Age as this, Tu muſt prepare Your | 
*Ecde6agi- © Soul againſt the Temptations 


- es. . of theſe Men, from which, by the 
Grace of God, Jou have hitherto pre- 
ferved, and I truſt, will always preſerve 
| Tour Self, though they will be ſure to uſe 


all their Arts, particularly that moſs dan 


gerous one of Klattery, to ſeduce Tou, andto 
4 Tur Vertue with all their Force and 
Hill. Bui God, if Tou ſeek His Afſiftance, 
and Tur own Chriſtian Courage, and Re- 
solution, will ſecure Jour Lordſhip from 
them; and that Tou may liue to be abright, 
heroick, and fleady Example of Chriſtran 
Piety, in a moſt wicked and degenerate 
Age, ſhall be the conſtant; and moſt hear- 
fy Prayer, My Lord, of \'' 
Pao our Lordſhip's 
Moſt Obedient Servant, 
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N 
PUBLISHER 


TO THE 


GENTRY, 


GENTLEMEN, 


DB Rovidence having put the following 
Dialogues, into my Hands, I take 
the Boldneſs to offer theyg<to the 
View of the Publick under your 
Protection. They were only intend- 

ed by the Author for the private In- 
ſtruction of a young Nobleman; on whom they 
have wrought ſuch admirable Effects, that it's Pi- 
ty (methinks) to bury them in Privacy, and to 
confine them to one Cloſet. The Author's Delign 
is charitable (I am ſure;) but whether he has been 
happy in Execution, I wholly leave to your Judg- 
ments. He runs through the Duty of a Gentle- 


man, and of a Chriſtian; he points at the ſhorteſt 


Way to Greatneſs and Goodneſs, and furniſhes you 
JJ ⁵ ⁵ò-önÜ 
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The Publiſher to the Gentry: | 
with Materials to live with Honour in this World, 


and in Glory in the next. . 
Seeing therefore this Treatiſe comes on ſo kind 


an Errand, it will (I preſume) meet with a civil 


Reception: For Meſſengers of good News are ſel- 


dom unwelcome. 

But nothing has emboldened me ſo much to caſt 
theſe Pages at your Feet, as ſincere Tenderneſs for 
your Perſons. It's Wiſdom to have an Antidote 
at Hand when we ſuſpect Poiſon ; and dangerous 
to viſit a Peſt-houſe without a Preſervative. Alas, 
Gentlemen, you ſuck in Poiſon, you live in Infe- 
ction; Wealth, Grandure, and Example plot your 


Ruin, and Flattery diſguiſes the Danger; lewd 


Books are of the Cabal, they dart Poiſon to the 
Heart through the Avenues of the Eyes, and con- 
vey Death through Pleaſure. 

In St. Peter's Days the Devil made his Round 
to prey on the Unwary, but now he has almoſt 
eaſed himſelf of that Labour; he acts no more in 
Perſon, but by Deputy; he has commiſſion'd Poets 
to Rhime you into Deſtruction, and Fees Liber- 
tines to argue you into Hell; and certainly he has 
had greater Succeſs againſt Mankind, under the 
Shape of an Author, than of a Lyon; your Clo- 
ſets are ſtock'd with defaming Lampoons, lewd Plays, 


and ſcandalous Poems; you read theſe helliſh Pa- 


rs with Pleaſure and Tranſport; they ſoften 

Jature, emaſculate the Mind, and by degrees me- 
tamorphoſ the Reader into as crrant a Beaſt as the 
Poet; the Style charms, the Expreſſion is luſcious, 
and the Contrivance no leſs inviting than- the 
Subject. All theſe petty Artifices conſpire to en- 
flame Scnſe, to enliven Paſſion, and debauch the 


Will. | 
Again, to whet Appetite, and increaſe Deſire, 


Care is taken to ſet off Ladies with all the Allure- 
ments of Eaſineſs and Condeſcendency ; they are 
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SA The Publiſher to the Gentry. 
diſcarded not only of Modeſty, but of Shame; fo 


that, if the Originals reſerhble the Copies, if the 
Sex be as ill prepared for Defence at Home, as on 
the Stage, the Conqueſt will be made without the 
Expence of Artillery or Bombs. „ 
But this is not enough; the Poets take upon 
em the Office of Engineers too; they trace out 
the Approaches, point the Cannon, order the At- 
tack, and then cry, Gentlemen, fall on. For why 
do they expoſe not only to the Eyes in the Play- 
Houſe, but in Print, paſt Brutalities, but to per- 
ſwade you to act them over again? And why do 
they enter upon Particulars, but to ſhew you the 
Method? They ranſack Mulberry Gardens, Epſom- 
IVells, and other publick Scenes of Debauchery, 
for the Subject of your Entertainment; their Plots 
and Counter-plots are only laid to trepan Wo- 
men, and gull- Heireſſes; beſides, few licentious 
Intrigues miſcarry. This is a fly Innzendo to the 


Audience and the Reader, that Succeſs will cer- 


tainly wait upon their Attempts, and by conſe- 
quence *tis a ſtrong Proyocation to enter upon 
Action. | 6 | 
And becauſe Nature has ſtamp'd on the Face of 
Vice, Deformity and . Horrour, theſe ungrateful 
Features are ſhaded with charming Appellations; 
the Sins lie out of ſight under a Varniſh, and 
nothing appears but the Pleaſure. For this Rea- 
ſon the moſt oyert Invitations to Evil muſt be 
Chriſten'd, Billetis deux; Lewdneſs muſt be ſtiled 
Gallantry, and the Stews Places of Diverſion. h 
are innocent Names put on criminal Things, but 
to confound Notions; but to gild oyer Diſhoneſty, 
(as Apothecaries do Pills) that it may go down 
without any Checks or Convulſions of Conſci- 
eie? ** a ie 
Seeing you thus cloſely beſieged on all ſides, 
and ſtanding on the Brink of . — 
8 ; What 


The Publiſher to the Gentry: 


(what is worſe) void of Fear, nay, lulled into a 
mortal Lethargy, without any Apprehenſion of 
your Danger, I have brought theſe Dialogues to 
your Reſcue, and may aſſure you with ſome Confi- 
dence, they'll prove moſt uſeful and highly bene- 
ficial, if you will vouchſafe to ſe *em with un- 
prejudiced Minds, and unbyaſs'd Affections. 
They lay before your Eyes the moſt important 
Parts of your Duty both to God and Men; the 
Snares of the World, and Wiles of the Devil; the 
Cauſes of your Miſcarriage, and ſure Methods ei- 
ther to prevent or retrieve them. And what can 
you deſire more, but a ſincere Reſolution to apply 
theſe Remedies that are deſcrib'd ? 
l am ſenſible we live in an Age devoted to Cen- 
ſure and Criticiſm, and therefore I have thought 
fit to obviate an Objection or Two. Some may 
think the Author treats Quality with too much 
Freedom, and Nobility with too little Reſpect: 
But, Gentlemen, pray remember, there is a great 
Difference between your Perſons and your Viceß; 
theſe be Honours, not thoſe. © 
It were ridiculous to compliment Criminals, 
or to reverence Felons on the Hurdle; your Fai- 
Jures are brought upon the Scaffold, not for Tri- 
umph, but for Execution; to receive Puniſhment, 
not Applauſe; what Wonder then if he hand les 
roughly thoſe Faults e J If he tears off 
the Vizors that conceal a loathſome Deformity 
under a falſe but tempting Snperficies? He has a 
mind to diſcountenance Il, to withdraw you from 
the Embraces of theſe treacherous Syrens, that 
enchant your Reaſon, and captivate your Affecti- 
ons in order to murder your Souls; that offer 
ou imaginary Pleaſures, to reward your Credu- 
ty with real Torments. This is certainly a cha- 
ritable Deſign, but withal impracticable, unleſs 
8 Vice be hale to the Bar, and all their 72 
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The Publiſher to the Gentry: 


„n, Eorgeries, and Impoſtures be brought to Light) 
to and proved upon them as clear as the Day. 
* For, Gentlemen, (give me leave to ſpeak free- 


ly) you love Vice under the Mask of Pleaſure, 
almoſt to Dotage; nothing can wean your Affecti- 
ons from its bewitching Charms, but a Demon- 


nt 
he upon. 3 5 
de Others may perchance take it il] that the Au- 
. thor ſports ſometimes upon too ſerious a Subject, 
buf and by conſequence tranſgreſſes the Rules of De- 


cency. 
But you muſt conſider we live in an Age that 
ranks Seriouſneſs among the Vices, and Railery a- 


n- | 
k mong the Vertues. Alas, Gentlemen, the ff 

- tive Faculty takes place of the Reaſonable ; Riſthile 
pt and Rationale have changed Places ſince Ariſto- 
g: tle's Days; the Propriety has ſtep'd into the De- 
at finition of Man, and baniſhed his moſt eſſential In- 


gredient among the Accidents. Reaſon, without 
Force, is out of Faſhion; it muſt appear in a Sa- 


bring Delight as well as Inſtruction, to be wel 
COME. 5 WE”, | D 

The Author condeſcends to your Weakneſs ; 
and ſurely you will not cenſure his Civility, nor 


your Quality: Beſides, he is ſenſible, Vice has 
been laugh'd into Practice and Reputation, and 
Vertue into Contempt. Why therefore may not 
Vertue regain its Poſt by the ſame Method it loſt 
it? And why may not the Gentry be ſported into 


Some Poiſons call for Treacle, others for Fire; 

but that of the Tarantula muſt be fetch'd out by 

Muſick. A Peal of Laughter enervates the Force 

of this Neapolitan Venom, and a Brace of Minutes 

expel it. Who knows but your Diſtemper is w 
| t 


ſtration that you are moſt wretchedly impoſed 


ramouch's Dreſs to obtain an Audience, and muſt 


burleſque his Judgment, for paying Deſerence to 


their Duty, as they have been rallied out of it? 


" 026 
- es. 


The Publiſher to the Gentry, 
the ſame Nature? At leaſt deſperate Diſeaſes are 
proper for Experiments; and tho' no Remedy ſuc- 
ceed, it's a Satisfaction to have applied all. 

In fine, 1 fling this Treatiſe at your Feet, and 
if you will be pleaſed to peruſe it with Leiſure 

and Reflection, it may not only furniſh . you 

with Inſtruction, but with Pleaſure; not ſuch in- 

deed, as courts Senſe, and gratifies the Beaſtial 
part, but ſuch as is proportioned to the Supream 
and leading Faculty, ſuch as feaſt a Soul, and re- 
gales an Intelligence. 
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THE 


PREFACE 


E me Leave, dear Reader, to uſber 
NOM ir: the following Conferences with a Cha- 
ratter of the Author. He is dead, and 
by conſequence out of the Reach of Va- 
nity. And as the Regularity of his Life 
gives no hold to Satyr, ſo the Excellen- 
ry of his Virtues raiſe him above Flattery. Many 
Reaſons perſmwade me to conccal his Name; but more 10 
publiſh his rare Merits: 
Exa has ſtrange Attractiues; the Way to Ver- 
tue by 1 Philoſopher notes) i; long, but 
by Example ſhort and eaſy: Like the Laconick Dia- 
left, it expreſſes much in a little, and drives Argu- 
ments more home than Logick or Rhetorick. See- 
ing therefore, Gentlemen have continually before their 
E Eyes ſ» many Statues of Vice in all Poſfures, its time 
N {ent them with one of Vertue, that they may be © 
1 cConvinc d, 
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rather to fall in the 


as the Acceſſory, 
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| bee, Piety 5s within their Reach, 4s well as ith 


in their Obligation: 3 and that they may live within the 
Circle of their Duty, without ſtepping out of the World, 


or deberring themſelves the Freedoms of TOY and 
. Converſation. : 


And, indeed, the Life of this Gentleman, 15 "4 plain 
and . Evidence, that Men transform Palaces in- 


to Places of Debauchery, not Palaces Men iuto Debau- 


chees; and that Courts would be innocent, if Courtiers 


could reſolve to remain ſo. _ 
Euſebius was of 4 Family as antient as he Comgueſt: : 


and, what is particular, in all the — 1 ars and Re- 


volutions of State, his Anceſtors were ſo py as to 
ſtand by their Prince in ſpight of Faction and Intereſt ; 


- nor could they ever be prevailed upon to part with their 


r & of Pre They choſe 
Toaly f 12 1 * * iy: Sa 


with proſperous U 1. 
Euſcbins h hs aid Fortune to be born 0 


Mother, whoſe Wiſdom vied with her Piety, and by 


indeed were extraordinary. She trained bim up from 


the Cradle in the Duties of a Chriſtian; and, I may 
I, he both loved God, and feared him, fo "ſoon as 


he was able to frame 4 right Notion of his Perfecti- 
on: And theſe firſt Impreſſions ſunk ſo deep, that 
neither Age nor Employments were able to wear them 


"He was ſent to the Univerſity under the Conduft 


C4 Governour, who endeavoured, by Precept 


ample, to improve in him thoſe Seeds of Ver- 
eas his Mother had ſowed ſo early. He applied him- 
ſelf to Philoſophy with Eagerneſs and Appetite, and 


| * 4 Progreſs anſwerable to his piercing Wit and 


t he always look'd on Learning 
 Piety as the Principal: That 
Thr ſaid) was a now Embelliſhment, this an indiſpen- 
ſible Duty: So that in Hwy: this ws tis va Wk 


a es: 
| re 


Kduous Application, 


*  ' 74 5 


he PREFACE +» © 
Net he was none of thoſe Plodders, who ſeem to 
dishand from Company, and to forſwear Converſation ; 
who place Vertue in Sowreneſs, and confound Piety 
with Spleen. No; he was free, eaſy and thearſul, 
and never refuſed to partake of thoſe Sports that recre- 
ate the Mind, and eaſe the Body, without prejudice to 
Conſcience, To pawn Innocence for Pleaſure, (aid 
he) is to oOver-rate the one, and to undervalue 


the other. To laugh whilſt we fin, is (in ſome 


fort) to renew the barbarous Cruelty of Nero, 
who play'd while Rome burned ; or the fooliſh 
Temerity of the Indian Philoſopher, who ſung on 
the Funeral Pile. x i 
Indeed, ſuch an unuſual Conduct was gazed at, in 
a Place, where Youth gives more time to the Practice 
of Epicurus's Morals, than to the Study of Ariſto- 
tle's Philoſophy; or where at leaſt Learning is more 
a-la-mode than Piety; but this Admiration ſoon 
paſs'd into Eſteem; and he who at firſk was look'd 
on 0 a Monſter, in Proceſs of time was ſtiled an 
Angel. 1 3 
25 left the Univerſity to viſit the Camp, and made 
ſeveral Campaigns under N. N. Neither Intereſt nor 
Ambition called him into the Field ;, the only Aim of 
his Reſolution was to learn the Myſteries of War, that 
he might be one Day in a Capacity to ſerve bis Prince 
with Honour, and his Country with Succeſs. | 
Piety ſeldom follows an Army. Soldiers ſeem to 
leave Conſcience in their Winter-Quarters, as well as 
Religion, that they may ſin without Check, and be 
damned without Apprehenſion. Euſebius diſapproved 
this ill Husbandry. Our Care ( ſaid he) mult” riſe 
with the Danger; and ſeeing we are not aſſured 
of 221 Hour, it's Madneſs to neglect our Soul one 
Moment. I ſuppoſe, (continued he to a Friend) when 
ve put on a Red Coat, we put not off Chriltia- 
nity, nor receive a Commiſſion from God to lire 
at Pleaſure, when we enter into the Service of our 
[a ] Prince; 


wi; 
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lick Prayers, when he was not on Duty, he would never 


unawares, whilſt thoſe kill a Man's Reputation. 


of War, Diverſion the time of Peace, and Sin every 


| ger & Countenance, as others march to Triumphs; 
ana, 


| taft out it; be generally a d 1h: moſt dangerous Poſt, 
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Prince: No, no; let us die like Men, but live 
like Chriſtians; this is the only way to leave an 
honourable Memory in this World, and to find a 
glorious Reception in the next. FTE 

His Life in the Camp was anſwerable to bis Prin; 
ciples, he prayed half an Hour on his Knees Mornin 
Evening, and never omitted to be preſent at P 


57 either Prophane or Obſcene Diſcourſe. For ( ſaid 
e) it's hard to hear without Sin thoſe things that 
cannot be ſpoke without Offence; to permit Crimes 
is to abett them. When he could not excuſe an Officer's 
Fault, he always leſſen'd it, and ſpoke ill of no Body but 
himſelf. He compared Detractors to your Italian Bra- 
voes, who attack People behind, and ſtab Bodies 4 


One Day an Officer told him, War called for Cou- 
rage, not Vertue ; that Reſolution carried the 
Day, not Conſcience. | | 

That is (replied he) Ambition challenges the time 


Moment of your Life; but then who will claim 
the Moment of your Death? God. Alas, Sit, you'll 
neither have the Time nor the Thought to diſpoſe 
of it ſo advantageouſly; as you live in Sin, ſo in 
all Probability you'll die in it. You are miſtaken, 
Sir; Sin enervates the' Mind, not Piety ; and could 
we read the Thoughts of our Soldiers, we ſhould 
find too little Conſcience-drove more of them out 
of the Field at the Battle of N. than too much. A 
Man muſt be either an Atheiſt, or Mad, to front 
Danger in Sinn. A Ti „ 
Euſebius proved beyond Demonſtration that Vertus 
35 no Enemy to Valour; he breathed nothing but Sieges, 
Battles, and Expeditions; he went to Combats with 4s 


Eke Hannibal, was the firſt in the Field, and the 


ane 


* 


. 
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ve ad ſought Perils, as if be had a mind to fall, yet he 
an ilways came off with Safety and Applauſe * 
12 ſeemed to have made him Proof againſt Ball and 
Sword, and his Vertue armed him againſt Fear. 
8 Being challenged once to a Duel, he anſwer'd coldly, 
12 Sr, though 1 fear not your Sword, I tremble at 
my Maker's Anger; I dare yenture my Life in a 1 
oy good Cauſe, but cannot hazard my Soul in a bad — 
ha one. Pl charge up to the Cannon's Mouth, but j 
© |} want Courage to ſtorm Hell. And when, a Friend = 
- told him he muſt either Fight, or forfeit his Honour. | 
You are miſtaken, (replied Euſebins) I'll gain Ho- | 
nour by my Diſgrace, and ſhew the World I am 
no Coward, by daring Cenſiire and Obloquy. He 
"6 is couragiotis and brave, who ſtands. up for 
Conſcience againſt the falſe but prevailing Maxims 
of Cuſtom and Opinion, not he, who betrays his 
Duty, and dreads more an imaginary Imputation, 
than a real Crime. Euſebius returned from the Ar- 
my with Glory, and brought off his Piety in Triumph. 
He was recerved by his Maſter with open Arms, and 
advanc'd to an honourable Poſt. He lahour'd for bis 
Bene factor s Intereſt, not his own; and uſed. to ſay, 
The Prince ſhould always carry off the Profit, and. 
the Subject the Glory of doing well. . 
He could not endure to purchaſe Attendants with fair 
Promiſes; and then to ward their Expettation with 
Diſappointmeni. His Intentions were as ſincere 4s his 
Words, and he ntver promiſed a Favour, but he deſigned. 
it. He could not endure to tantalize Pretendants with 
gay Hopes, and in the End diſmiſs them with "an airy 
Complement. This is (ſaid he) to ſpend their Time, 
and drain their Purſe, with inſignificant Waiting, 
to tempt their Patience, and in the Bad to draw 
them to be your Enemies. 
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Euſebius found at laſt, that Innocence is not 4 
bove the reach of Envy, and that in Courts Vertue 
is often puniſhed, and Vice rewarded. A Club of Cour- 
tiers caballed againft him, and perſuaded the Prince 
to. diſcard him, He bore this Diſgrace with an 
Eventeſs of Temper, that ſurprized his Enemies, and, 
like the Sun in an Eclipſe, all gazed on him with Ad- 
miration. Though he was overpowered, he could not 
be overcome. He looked brighter under a Cloud, than 
in the full Meridian of his Grandeur, and all concluded 
he was no leſs in Miifortune, than he bad been in the 
higheſt Spltndour of Glory. © 
© A Friend tempted him to ſtrike in with 4 Faction 
| againſt bis Prince; but he received the Propoſition 
with Indignat ion and Horror. No, (ſaid be) I had 
rather be wretched without a Fault, than great 
with a Crime: Duty called me to my Maſter's 
Service, not Intereſt; and Pll rather pawn my 
Life, than forfeit my Loyalty ; my high Pre- 
tenſions lie in the other World, not in this; my 
Prince raiſed me to a conſiderable Fortune, now 
he thinks fit to diſcharge me, I'Il thank him for 
the Favour, and not repine at his Juſtice. I ac 
cepted the Station at his Command with Grati- 
tude, and I quit it with Reſignation. $47 477; 
Hie was received again into Favour; yet this un- 
expected Turn wrought no. Alteration in his Humour; 
be roſe with the ſame Unconcernedneſs he fell; he was 
above the Charms of Proſperity, and Proof againſt the 
_ Stroke of Adverſity; neither good Fortune puſt him 
up, nor bad depreſs'd him; he never TOE of Ke- 
venging thoſe Affronts he had received from his Ri- 
vals, but uſed his Power with Moderation, and re- 
turned Civility for Untindueſ r. 


4 


He 


gave himſelf 


J 
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Hie retired at the Revolution from Buſmeſs, and 


willy to the Practice of Vertue; be was 
advanc'd in Tears, and reſolved to devote the reinain- 
der of his Days to Eternity. I may die ſoon ( ſaid 
he) but cannot live long; it's Prudence therefore 
to manage every Moment as the laſt, becauſe it 


may be ſo. He diſcharged his Debts imme diately, 
ſaying, This was too 13 and too important a 


Buſineſs, to be truſted to an Hour ð Integrity, that 

many ſuffer in the next World for a Succeſſor's 

Neglect in this. br U 
One that lived ſo well, could not dis ill; for 6. 


very Man's Death is a Copy of his Life, and ex- 


attly reſembles the Original. In his laſt Sickneſs 
he ſhewed all the Bravery of a Soldier, and all the 
Piety of a Chriſtian ;, he bore the Dolours of his Diftem- 
per, not only with Patience, but Tranſport, and look'd 
Death in 5 Face with the ſame Undauntedneſs he 


often beheld the Enemy in Battle. Sir, ( ſaid he to 


his Nephew ſtanding) remember you are born to 
the ſame Fate, you may read your Deſtiny in 
mine 3 you will once be in the ſame Circumſtan- 
ces you ſee me; you know not when you muſt 


take the laſt Farewel of Life; Death ſteals upon 


us like a Thief, and ſtrikes without Noiſe, without 
Warning: Seeing therefore you are never ſecure, 
be always prepared, leave nothing to Chance or 


Hazard; a Surprize is poſlible, and (what is 


worſe) irreparable. Never pretend to ſhew your 
Wit by diſputing Principles, nor think you own 
your Reaſon moſt, when you leaſt own your 
Faith. This is to place Wit in Folly, and Rea- 
ſon in Impiety. Practice Vertue, this is your on- 


ly Buſineſs, it will make you content in this 


World, and open a fair Proſpect of Felicity to the 
next. | =. 


His 


p 
: 
2 
6 
5 
7 
1 
? 
1 
1 
©. 
; 
4 
T 
— 
1 
> 
{| 
: 
| 
1 
i! 
4 


The PREFACE. iQ 
His words ſeem'd tipt with Five, they pitrced the 
Hearts of all that 4 preſent, Ae their 
Affections; whilſt all mourned, he alone was joyful. In 
fine, recommending his Soul to the Mercy of his Re- 
deemer, he gently expired, leaving bebind a Pattern 
for Gentlemen's Imitation. Thus died Euſebius, 4 
Scholar, Soldier, and Courtier, and in all theſe 
States 4 Saint. VV 
Let Gentlemen learn by this Example, they may be 
Great and Good; and that they may diſcharge them- 
ſelves with Glory of all the Offices of Society, without 
' betraying the Duty of a Chriſtian. 
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Neander a Dung Gentleman defires Euſebius 10 inſtruct | 
| him in the Duty of a Gentleman: +140 


Enſebins. > RG Elcome, Dear Neander: What 
fair Wind has blown me the 
Favour of. ſo early a Viſit? 
This is extraordinary.  - 
Neander. Pray; Why ſo? 
my Buſineſs has been up and a- 
broad, theſe two Hours; is it not high time to follow it? 
Euſ. Ah! But our Town Sparks have ſomething ofthe 


Owl, they riſe at Night, and lie down in the Morning. 


They obſerve a molt exact Symmetry in diſorder, and. 
like Lobſters go backwards; in a word, they turn Na- 
ture Topfie-turvie, or read it backwards; It's Genteel 
and Modiſh to out- ſleep the Sun, and au Argument of 
Peaſantry to do like other Men. 1% Ga4,u983 

Nean. I have left the College too lately to be acquaint- 
ed with the Cuſtoms of the Town: I have not open'd 
the Ceremonial, nor peruſed the Ritual a la mode: Vet me- 
thinks, to turn Night into Day is an odd Metamorpho- 
ſis: Nature (ſure) never intended Eyes for Darkneſs: 
Gloeworms indeed are obliged to Night, it ſets *em off, 
and makes their fajut Luſtre ſperkle with more Eclat. 
But why Men ſhould dote on Shades, and range in Ob- 
ſcurity, I can't divine, unleſs they long to duel with 
Poſts, and try a Rubber at Loggerheads; in ſhort, it's a2 
Battiſh Humour, and jars with my Conſtitution. 7 

82 | | B , Euſeb. 
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Euſeb. For all that, you muſt take up with Night; and 
be teconcil'd to Darknefs, if you intend to ſtand fair with 
our own Town Sparks; they are of the Family of Mepa- 
ra, true Sons of Night and Erebxs. Light ſtrikes too hard 
on their Eyes, it dzzles em like Opium: It even works on 
the Brain and ſtupifies ; but then, towards the Evening 
they return to themſelves, and adjourn to the Tavern, 
and from thence ſally out upon the Watch, and manfully 
ſtorm Glaſs Windows. [n fine, Their Bulineſs and Rea- 
ſon ſleep in the Day, and riſe when wiſe Men go to Bed. 
Now I ſuppoſe you intend to enter into the Confraterni- 
ty, you'll not want moſt kind Invitations : Theſe Blades lie 
onthe Catch; and place Centinels on Oxford Road to give 
Notice when a Frize draws near; that is, when a Gen- 
tleman leaves the College; and then they fly to the Inno- 
cent Youth like Eagles to the Quarry; they proffer theic 
Service, admire his Parts, Compliment him into Snares, 
Wheedle him into Debauchery, empty his Pockets, wound 
his Soul, .and Stab his Reputation; and when they have 
Martyr'd his Innocence, and Imbezzeled his Eſtate, kick 
him out of their Company, and ſo exit the young Squire. 
Nean. A Man (I fee) muſt carry his Wits about him 
at London; he mult ſtand on his Guard to prevent a Sur- 
prize, and ſuſpect Friends, not to be over-reach'd by E- 
nemies. Like the Lion he mult fleep with his Eyes open: 
Well; a Danger foreſeen is half avoided. Euſebius, | 
have been ditorder'd fince my arrival, and thought laſt 

_ more Hours, than I ſlept Minutes. $ 
Euſeb. What! are you ſmitten ſo ſoon? Some Female 
Beauty has (I ſuppoſe) ſtorm'd your Heart, and Good- 
nature has beat the Chamade. The Articles are (no doubt) 
drawn up and Signed; unleſs perchance you reſolve to 
ſurrender at Diſcretion: But in good earneſt, has Liber- 
ty given you a Surfeit? Has Freedom gail'd you? Will 
ou try how neatly yon can dance-in Fetters, and caper 
in Trammels? This is a Sample of Univerſity Breeding; 
our Collegians are a pack of awkard Animals, full of 
it, but without Judgment to manage it; one would 
think they ſtudied not to grow Wile, but Fools; to loſe 
their Reafon, or to forget the Uſe of it. They no ſooner 
enter into the World, but like Children, they chace every 
Butterfly, and run on the Spur to their Ruin. Ah; Dear 
Neander] take Care; a precipitate Choice makes w- 
| c 
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for a long Repentance; ſtifle the firſt Sparks of Love 
time will quickly fan em into a Flame; a green Wound 
is eaſily healed, but a feſtered one ends in a Gangrene. - 

Nean. Under Favour, you run riot on a falſe Conje- 
dure. I am not Heart-Sick, but Town-Sick. 

Exſeb. Towa-Sick ! This is, without peradventure, an 
Outlandiſh Diſtemper; there is not one Recepe for it in 
our London Diſpenſatory : However, the Diſeaſe is not 
dangerous, for, I find no mention of it in our weekly 
Bills of Mortality; in what Mould, for God's Sake, were 
you calt? Surely you are of ſome more refined, more 
Celeſtial Temper, than other Gentlemen, without Senſe, 
without Paſſion; in fine, all Angel ; all Seraphin. 

Neax. Not ſo neither, WE as 

Euſeb. What then? 

Nean. Why Sir? I am a Man, ſubject to all the Infir- 
mities of Human Nature; but 1 would not willingly ſur- 
render my Reaſon, nor quit the Privilege of Nature; I 
would not throw up my Claim to Heaven for any earthl 
Pretenfion : In fine, I have no Inclination to go to Gra 
with Nebachadonozor ; nor to lie in the ſame Bed with 
Brutes. I am a Man by Nature, and a Chriſtian by Grace, 
and would neither debar my Reaſon, nor throw a Scan- 
dal upon my Profeſſion: In a Word, I'll fave my Soul. 

Exſeb. Neander, Let me embrace thee ; I was jult 
lighting a Candle, (as Diogenes did at Athens) to find a 

an in London. I thought Piety had taken leave of our 
Nation, and that Chriſtianity had flown over to the Con- 
tinent ; but, God be thank'd, we have left among us one 
Man, and one Chriſtian ; ſo that the whole Species is 
not extinct. We live in a mad World, without Method, 
without Order; we ſeem to play at Croſs Queſtions > 
Virtue and Vice have changed Places, and almoſt 
Names, and even Wit is confounded with Folly; Rea-' 
lon conſiſts no more in the Uſe, but in the Abuſe of it. 
Gentlemen debauch themſelves into Credit, and draw 
Fame from Impiety ; the whole Buſineſs of Chriſtians 
lies in confuting their Belief by their Practice: Theſe 
monſtrous Irregularities have (more than once) moved 
ne to ſuſpect, that the moſt wiſe, and thinking Part of 
Mankind is coop'd up in Bedlam, whilſt Mad - men and 
Fools range about the Town in Coaches. 
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This Man whines away at a Strumpet's Feet, his Eſtate, 
his Health, and his Soultoo; another drowns his Reaſon 
in Claret and Canary; he plays the Brute all the Week, 
and riſes a Man on Sunday Morning: A third delivers 
himſelf up to his Palate, . his Wit to drudge 
for his Gluttony; he judges of Meats by the Price, not 
by the Taſte; and thoſe only regale his Appetite that 
drain his Purſe; his ſtudy is to provoke Hunger, not to 
lay it, and feldom riſes from the Table, till a Surteit 
forces him to call for a Baſox. | 

A Fourth has perchance received the Lye, and in 4 
Huff bauls out for Satisfaction, i. e. a Stab; the Stage is 
prepared, and up the Hectors jump with drawn Swords, 
(like the Roman Slaves) to give Diverſion to the SpeQa- 
tors: If this be not Folly and Madneſs without Mask or 
Diſguiſe, pray give me their Definition; it's hard to de- 


termine whether this Conduct be a fitter Object for He- 


rachins's Tears, or Demoeritas's Laughter ; it's a Com- 
pound of Farce and Tragedy, but a Vein of Folly runs 
throughout the whole Maſs. 

Religion keeps pace with our Reaſon, and is juſt re- 
garded as much. Methinks our Worthip ſmells ſome- 
thing of Paganiſm, for we adore God (as the Heathens 
did Hercules) with Showers of Stones and Brickbats, 
(/Y:z.) of Oaths and Blaſphemies ; this is the only Ho- 
mage we think fit ro pay our Maker; and indeed it is a 
kind of Recognizance; and is fo far commendable, as it 
puts us in Mind there is ſuch a thing to believe in, and 
to pray to, as well as to ſwear by. Now why we ſhould 
be ſo ſparing of our Prayers is a hard Quettion. 

Some may perchance imagine the Poſture of a Supp i- 
ant is below an Exgliſß Courage; beſides, it's an uneaſſ 
Figure, and argues inuch Want or great Covetouſneſs, 
two heavy Imputations for a Gentleman; morxeover, 
Kneeling is a Mark of SubjeQion and Baſeneſs ; for | 
was once told, that a Yeoman on his Legs was taller and 

eater than a Prince on his Knees: This is a rough 

raught of our Town Wit and Religion, without one 
daſh of Satyr, or Hyperbole: They are both at a low 
Ebb, and God knows when the Tide will turn. Neander, 
ſtand on your Guard, and look to your Conſcience, 3 
well as to your Purſe; for I aſſure you, the one is in lets 


Danger than the other; unleſs you carry a watchful Eye 
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over your Thoughts and Actions, you will fall into 
Snares that are laid to entrap Innocence. 2 

Nean. However, Surely God has not tied up our Duty 
to Impoſſibilities; he tells us, his Yoke is eaſy, and his 
Burthen light; and then aſſures us by the Mouth of his 
Apoſtle, that our Power is always equal at leaſt to the 
Temptation; we may therefore diſcharge our ſelves of all 
the Offices of Life and Converſation, without overlook- 
ing the Duty of a Chriſtian; for certainly God never 
framed our Tongue for Silence, nor our Reaſon for So- 
litude; we may handle *em both right, as well as wrong, 
and employ em to a good Uſe, no lefs than to an ill 
one. I hope there is no neceſſity of failing into Egypt, 
and of taking up in the Wilderneſs of Thebars, nor of 
running into a Condent, or of receiving Holy Orders at 
Kome ; for though theſe Good Fathers may walk pretty 
ſecurely to Heaven, yet I underſtand they make the Voy- 
age alone: Now I feel no Charms in Celibacy; and be- 
tides, they are by Law diſſeized not only of their Birth - 
right, bur even of the Benefit of the Clergy; fo that they 
can claim no Liberty but that of the Priſon, no Property 
but the Gallows, I have no Inclination to fling up my 
Eltate, and as little to lay it at the Mercy of greedy Fa- 
vourites; nor to fly to Heaven by the way of Tyburz: I 
would not withdraw from Society, nor forſwear Compa- 
ny, nor (like old Timon) disband from my own Species. 


 Exſeb. You have Reaſon ; God condemns us, not, as 


Pharaoh, to the Drudgery of making Bricks without fur- 
_ us with Materials; he proportions his Grace to 
our Wants, and never commands us to fight on unequal 
Terms; the Advantage lies on our fide, and if we give 
our Adverſary the higher Ground, our defeat muſt lie 
at our own Door; we may be over-come, but can't be 
over-powered; our Cowardice gives Temptation the 
Day, not our Weakneſs, T1592 7 TO. 104: 3% 

— Beſides, Virtue is not confin'd to Place or Condition; 
it may be practiſed in Towns as well as in Deſarts; 
and no leis by Courtiers than Peaſants: Nay, it ſhines 


- (methinks) in a Palace, like the Sun in the Meridian, 


with Pomp and Majeſty ; for what can'even Fancy paint 
more charming and more glorious than Grandees, net- 
ther abjeQ in Adverſity, nor inſolent in Proſperity; than 
Courtiers peaceable in = noiſe of Afﬀeairs, - temperate x 
1 3 the 
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the midſt of Exceſs, unchangeable in Viciſſitudes, and 
conſtant in all the turns of Fortune; untainted with 
Luſts, compoſed in Tumults, and ſmiling at all thoſe 
things, that are either expected or feared by others; than 
Men who have the Power to do what they will, and the 
Will to do nothing but what is juſt and reaſonable? This 
is noPlatonick but a Chriltian Virtue; it is not only found 
in Fiction and Romance, but has been commended to 
Practice; it has appeared more than once on our Horizon, 
ſupported by Dignity, and waited on by all the Magnifi- 
cence of Power and Royalty: You may therefore hold 
your Eſtate without flinging up your Title to Heaven. 
Mean. Indeed had Providence cut off my Claim to 
Heaven, when ir intruſted me with a Loraſbip, I ſhould 
have been no Gainer by the Blefling; notwithſtanding 
though Virtue be in my Power, if Vice be in my Will, 
I ſhall, without Queſtion, be miſerable : Let me there- 
fore deſire you to favour me with ſome Rules, by 
which I may ſhape my Courſe; you have ſtemm'd the 
Tides of Youth, and beat back Temptation with Cou- 
rage and Succeſs ; thoſe Waves that bave paſs'd by you, 
ruſh on me; ſo that the Danger is certain, my Eſcape 
doubtful. I fling my ſelf into your Arms. I have ar leaſt 
learnt the firſt Leſſon of Prudence, viz. to ſubmit to 
the Advice of thoſe whom Age and Experience have ſut- 
ficiently inſtructed. | 
Exſeb. My Age is on its Declenſion, yet I am not 
(God be thank'd) aſham'd to live, or afraid to die; 
I neither contemn Lite, nor overvalue it; and therefore 
expect my qaietus eft with Patience, and will welcome 
my Diſcharge. I have withdrawn from the Hurry and 
Tumult of worldly Affairs, and now lead a Retired, but 
not an Ignoble Life: I gave my laſt-Farewel to the Court, 
not by Force, but Choice; and indeed, it deſerves no 
Thought but of Contempt. I have taſted of Bad Fortune, 
and of Good; but never placed my Happineſs in the one, 
or my Miſery in the other; nor have I entred into the 
World like a Mute, meerly to fill the Stage: No, | 
once made no contemptible Figureby my Prince's Bene- 
volence, and though in the Confuſion of the Government, 
-Tfell from my Poſt, | carried off my Honeſty in Triumph, 
and expoſed my Eſtate to ſecure my Loyalty; yet, God 
be ptais'd, I am not brought to the Basket; though 
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had rather live on Charity than Rapine, and wou'd ſoon- 
er earn my Bread by the Sweat of my Brow, than of my 
Conſcience. In my Retirement, I have had occation to 
ſtudy Things, and to reflect on Men, and have made 
Obſervations on both, ſo that I am not quite unprovi- 
ded of thoſe Qualities the Office you impoſe upon me re- 
quires: I'll thexefore take the Liberty to counſel you as 
a Friend, not as a Maſter ; let us retire into my Cloſet, 


P 
DIALOGUE U. 
Euſebius inſtructs Neander in the Duty of a Chriſtian. 


Euſeb. 1 O U muſt a& two Parts; of a Gentleman, 
and of a Chriſtian: We'll diſcourſe of the 
latter at our next meeting, and at preſent, only touch the 
former. Some Gentlemen keep up to their Character 
without the advantageous Helps of Precepts, or Educa- 
tion; you may read their Birth on their Faces ; their 
Gate and Mein tell their Quality ; -they both Charm and 
Awe, and at the ſame time flaſh Love aud Reverence ; 
their ExtraQion glitters under all Diſguiſes; it ſparkles 
in Sackcloth, og breaks through all the Clouds of Po- 
verty and Misfortune ; there is a je xe ſcay quoy in their 
whole Demeanour, that tears off the Vizor, and diſco- 
vers Nobility though it ſculks iacognito; they are reſer- 
ved without Pride, and familiar without Meanneſs; they 
time their Behaviour to Circumſtances, and know 
when to ſtand on Tip-toe, and when to ſtoop: In fine, 
their moſt trival Actions are Great, and their Diſ- 
courſe is Noble. | 
Others ſeem to be born Gentlemen to ſhame Quality; 
one would ſwear Nature intended to frame 'em tor the 
Dray, and Chance flung em into the World with an 
Eſcatcheon : They are all of a Piece, Clown without, 
and Coxcomb within; and ſo like Fopl:ngtons are graced 
with Titles to play the Ape by Patent : Theſe of the 


firſt Ciaſſe need no Precepts, and thoſe of the ſecond de- 


ſerve none; however, Counſel may be uſeful to others; 
for Behaviour is acquired like other Arts, by Study 


and Application. | 
B 4 I. To 
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To begin the Part of a Gentleman, perſwade your 
ſelf, it's your Duty and Intereſt to ad it well; for 
whoſoever looks upon it as a matter of ſmall Con- 
cern will come off with Diſ-eſteem; he will follow the 
Bent of Nature, and ſwim down the Stream of Inclina- 
tion, rather than ſtrive againſt it; for who will balk Hu- 
mour, or fence againſt ill Cuſtoms for nothing? I his I 
take to be the Reaton, why ſo many in Convetſation fall 
below their Station; they fancy a Title ſupported with 
Means, places em in a Region above the Niceties of 
Breeding; that a Sir gilds the moſt uubeſeeming Beha- 
viour, and a Coronet dignifies Ruſticity; but this is a 
miſtake; for as Gentlemen ſtand above the Crowd, fo 
they lie more open to View and Cenſure: For Actions are 
not rated by Men, but Men by Actions; and if theſe 

ſmell of the Clown, or ſute with the Peaſant, Right Wor- 
ſpipfal muſt be content with thoſe Titles; tor the Mb 
knows well enough, that Gentlemen can claim no Reſpect 
from Nature: They are all of the fame Matter, and the 

Soul of a Lazarus is of as refined a Metal as that of Di- 
ves; and therefore, if they ſee no advantage on Quali- 
ty's fide, but a Coach and Six; they will be apt to think 
themſelves as good Men as their Maſters, though not fo 
Rich; and that they are beholden more to Chance or 
Injuſtice for their Fortune, than to Merit. 1 


II. 3 

Let not your Family be the Subject of your Diſcourſe, 
nor fling the Regiſters of your Genealogy on the Table 
before all Company; this Topick is both Fulſom and 
Ungenteel; it's a ſhrewd Argument you are big of Con- 
geit, and more obliged to your Anceſtors for your Blood, 
than for your Wit; though your Great Grandfather rode 
Admiral at Sea with 20001. per Aunum, if he has left Po- 
ſterity no other Mark of his Greatneſs, but his Vices, 
I ſhall rank him among the moſt wretched Creatures 
that ever breathed ; ſecing the height of his Station only 
rais'd him above the Vulgar to proclaim his Shame, and 
render his infamy more perſpicuous ; it's a Madneſs to 
take the-Meafure of our Deſerts by the parts of our 
Forefathers, their Perſonal Worth adds not * 
* | N readtR 
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breadth ta our Stature: We may enter upon their E- 
ſtates, and perchance upon their Titles, but not upon 
their Virtues; theſe are neither entailed on the Family, 
nor alienable by any deed of Conveyancde. 5 

Beſides, whoever rakes in the Aſhes of th Dead, may 
fall vpon the Stench inſtead of Perfumes; for after En- 
quiry, who knows but you may find the Source of your 
Nobility tainted with Treaſon, and that the very Title 


you bear is the price of Diſloyalty? Now though, ac- 


cording to the Proverb, Thoſe Children are happy whoſe 
Parents are in Hell; yet certainly, a Son ſhould not boaſt 
of the Purchaſe, nor look big becauſe his Father is miſe- 
rable: Let your Anceſtors therefore ſleepin their Graves, 
and be not ſo fooliſh as to diſturb em by your Vanity; 
adopt their Virtues by Imitation and PraQice, but have 


a care of their Vices. I honour Nobility ſet off with 


Merit, but when he has no other Prop than Money 
and Patent, I always compare it to thoſe proud Tem- 
ples of Egypt, that under Guilt Frontiſpieces, and A- 
zur'd Vaults, lodged nothing but Statutes of Rats and 
Crocodiles. I value more an lunocent Ploughman, than 
a vicious Prince: And prefer his Nobility who has built 
3 great Fortune upon Worth and Virtue, before his, 
who by Succeſſion N e og | 

As it's ungenteel to boaſt of our Family, ſo it's no 
leſs Mean and Childiſh to ſpend Rhetorick on our Per- 
formances. If your Prince and Country honour you 


with a high Employment, either in the Camp or the 


Bench, diſcharge your ſelf of the Truſt with Reputation; 
deſerve Panegyrick, but play not the Orator your ſelf; 
though you are as Eloquent as Tally, you'll only labour 
to ſpoil a good Subject, and whilſt you vainly- ſet off 
your own Feats, you'll meet with nothing but Shame 
and Infamy. N. N. was an excellent Souldier, he feared 
nothing but Fear; he choſe always the Vasa, aud was of- 
ten the firſt Man on the Breach; all admir'd his Cou- 
rage and prais'd it; and even thoſe who diſapproved his 


. ConduR, did Juſtice to his Valour; but this Gentleman 


loſt at Table the Glory he had won in the Field, and 
talking away in his Winter Quarters the Honour he had 


purchaſed the whole Campaign. I did this, ſaid he, at 


the Siege of &, and this at the Battle of *; had I not 


Ft b-. 


. 
4 
5 _ 2 4 L 
22 —ͤ CD «õ — ECTS 
4 „ = oy 


40 The Gentleman Latente 


ſeized on ſuch a Poſt at **, the 8 in Dan- 


er. One would have thought all the Generals and Soul- 
iers had been in Garriſon, and that N. N. with his ſmall 
Brigade alone, defeated the Deſigns of the French. This 
overgrown Vanity coſt him dear; for inſtead of gaining 
the Reputation of a General, he went off with that of a 
Fop, and all concluded he was too ambitious of Praiſe to 
deſerve any. Your deep Rivers move with a ſilent Ma- 
jeſty, ſhallow Brooks alone make a Noiſe and Tumult a- 
mong Pebles. The great Marſhal de Turenne never ſpoke 


of himſelf, but when forc'd, and even then, with Mode- 
Ny: and though the King was wholly indebted to the 


wiſe Conduct of this Gallant Man for many Victories, yet 
he never ſaid ſo: No, he wou'd lay Miſcarriages at his 
own Door, and Succeſs at that of his Officers and Soul- 
diers; this made him appear great even in his Overthrow, 
and generally his Moderation was more glorious to him 
than Victory. Imitate the Silence of this Hero, not the 
noiſy Impertinence of Fools; carry off the Satisfaction 
of great Actions, aud let others go with the Honour of 
praiſing em, and let People rather learn your Atchieve 
ments at the Stationers, than at your Table. 


IV. TY» 

Avoid the modiſh Rant of Oaths, and Imprecations : 
It's an ungenteel Diale&, as well as unchriſtian, and 
claſhes both with the Rules of Breeding, and of the Go- 
ſpel. Cuſtom indeed has made em faſhionable, but 
neither civil nor lawful ; for Vice can never plead Pre- 


| ſcription. I know it lies under the Protection of Num- 


ber and Quality; but ill things have no right to Sanctu- 
ary: Becauſe Vermin ſwarm, muſt they be permitted to 


encreaſe? Shall the Number of Felons plead for Pardon? 


No, no, the Cuſtomatineſs of ill things make em worſe; 
and the more they muſt be diſcountenanced, and taught 
Diſcipline. In a Word, whatever jars with Religion, 
and cuts upon good Breeding, is below a Gentleman: 
And therefore in Spight of Example and Practice, I mult 
caution you againit iome parts of Exgliſb Civility ; for 
though they go for Conſent in the Eugliſp Dominions, 
they'll not bear the Teſts of other Nations. 

For Example, Dams ye, ſays one, I am glad to ſee you: 
Is not this a quaint Salutatiop? Firſt to pack me * 
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to Hell, and then proteſt he is glad to ſee me ſo conveni- 
ently lodg'd ? What Proviſion will theſe Blades make for 
their Enemies, if they place their Friends ſo untowardly ? 
Certainly, they fancy Hell is a fine Seat, and that the 
D are in a fair way of Promotion? 
Damn ye Dog, how doſt doe? Cries another: This feat 
Compliment implies mnation and Transformation 
too ʒ it's a Compound of Curſe and Raillery. I am plunged 
into Hell, daſht out of the Liſt of Rationals, and then 
with a Taunt ask'd how I do. Why? A Man in Fire 
and Brimftone is not altogether at his Eaſe, and a reaſo- 
nable Creature curſt into a Dog not very fond of the 
Metamorphoſis, | | | 1. 
A third very genteelly accoſts a Friend he has not per · 
chance ſeen of a Twelve · month. Je Son of a Whore, where 
have you been? This is an Exgliſß Addreſs to a Tittle ; 
It is a kind of a Staple Commodity of the Nation, and 
like our Wooll mult not be tranſported under Pain of 
Confiſcation : But ſurely we need not lay ſo ſevere an 
Embargo on the Ware, for it's ten to one*twillneverifind 
Vent in any other Nation on this fide of the Canaries ; 
2 handful of Dirt well applied is as civil a Compliment, 
2 not quite ſo cleanly. Son of a Whore ! There is 
abundance of Freedom in the Expreſſion, but not a grain 
of Breeding: Unleſs you meaſure Behaviour by the 


Dialect of a Billing ſgate and the Bear- Garden. Certain 


ly theſe Gentlemen are admirers of Charity; why elſe 
o they dignifie Whoredom ? For Whore ſtands for a 
Mark of Quality, a diſtinguiſhing Character; otherwiſe 
the Salutation would appear coarſe and homely ; but 'by 
e with Croſs-Bars; and to be 
Brother to a By-blow, is to be a Baſtard once removed. 
I know we fling a Veil on theſe Expreſſions, and 

waſh over their Foulneſs with fair Pretences. Damn 
(ſays one) and Sow of a Whore ſtand meerly for Cyphers, 
or only ſerve to enliven a Period, and to make the Ex- 
preſſion more bluſtering; I confeſs {hore and Damnation 
are near a-kin, and often go together; But for all that, 
the Sillineſs of the Exęuſe can't ſtifle the monſtrous In- 
civility of the Compliment; for though it ſignifies no- 
thing to him who receives it in good time, it will ſigniſie 
much to him that ſpoke it: for though a Friend may let 
ſuch Curſes fall to the Ground, God will put em . i 
| . count; 
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count; and though they ſtand for Cyphers in England, 
they may purchale eternal Torments in Hell. 

They are, "ſays another, Marks of Exgliſb Familiarity, 
pure Sallies of Kindnets and Demonſtrations of Friend- 
ſhip. No doubt, to deliver over to Satan an old Ac- 
quaintance, without asking his Conſent to the Convey- 
ance, is Freedom with a Vengeance; but at which end 
of the Compliment is his Kindneſs? In ſhort, Neaxder, 
ſuch Exprefhons grate the Organ, and turn the very Fa- 
culty of Hearing into a Burthen; they are high Symp- 
toms of a lewd Inclination, and of a depraved Comple- 
Con; for when the Breath ſmeils Rank, the Stomach is 
infected. In ſhort, ſuch a Jargon is a breach of Civili- 
ty, it's a Ruſtick Cant, an uncreditable DialeQ; nor is 
the whole Poſe of Bullies able to ennoble it. 


Wen Civility obliges you to viſit Ladies, pray keep 

your Compliments to the Rules of Chriſtianity ; there 
is no Neceſſity of laying Religion at the Door with 
your Goloſboes, nor of denying God when you entertain 
her Ladyſhip: For certainly Breeding is not incompati- 
ble with Religion, and a Man may make an Addreſs 
alamode without apoſtatizing from Chriſtianity: Yet 
though the Worſhip of the Virgin Mary be diſallowed of, 
we may adore: Ladies without the breach of a Statute, 
and commit Idolatry not only without Reproof, but 
even without Sin: One [wears, Heaven ſits in her Smiles, 
and Hell in ber Frowns. A ſecond {tiles Ber Saint; tho 
perchance her Ladyſhip is more ſtockt with Beauty than 
Piety, aud het Face better provided with Grace, than 
her Soul: A tbird enlarges her Perfections; he ranks 
her among the Augels; and to compleat the Folly with 
-Blaſphemy, a fourth Deffies her: Theſe Pagan Compli- 
ments are the Standard of Couttſhip, the Scale of Ce- 
temony, and the Meaſure of good; Breeding. But after 
all. Practice can never blanch over the Foulneſs of theſe 
dating Expreſſions; every Syllable breaths Frenzy and 
Blaſphemy; nor is there any way to acquit theſe raving 
- Platonicks of a Crime, but by ſuppoſing em unteaſonable. 
A few Pimples handſomely ſpriakled would very effi- 
- caciouſly diſlodge the Angel, as perchance her Lewd- 
neſs has baniſh'd the Saint; and a few Small-Pox would 
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chequer her Divinity, and tumble the Goddeſs into a 
Monſter ; and then Hell might as well perch on her 
Smiles, as on her Frowns. But Railery apart, tho*we 
fling Impiety out of the Queſtion, ſuch Addreſſes are 
plain Satyr, and inveQive on the Sex: For they ſup- 
poſe Women either extravagantly Proud, or ſuperlative- 
ly Silly; now the very Suppoſition is both ungenteel and 
ſcandalous. I am ſenſible indeed the Sex is no Enemy 
to Hyperbole in Courtſhip ; Women are more fond of 
thoſe Glaſſes that conceal Diſproportions, than of thoſe 
that repreſent em; they can't, well diſtinguiſh between 
Flattery and Merit, and as they eagerly deſire thoſe Per- 
fections that are proper to their Sex, ſo they eaſily are 
perſwaded they poſleſs 'em; for we ſoon believe, what 
we earneſtly deſire: So hence it is, that they take a plea- 
ſing Raillery for a ſerious Truth, and even ſometimes 2 
Lampoon for a Panegyrick; but then an ungrateful Truth 
puts 'em into a Ferment; it ruffles their good Humour, 
and ſours their Blood. Something therefore may be al- 
lowed to Cuſtom and their Conſtitution ; flatter their 
Ladyfhips into an even Temper, rather than reaſon em 
out of it, provided you keep within a mean, and ſtep 
not beyond the Bounds of Decency ; but to break into 
Flights of Impiety, into Raptures of Blaſphemy, is to 
play the Fool and the Atheiſt. | 0 


5 . - 
Gentlemen have ſo- much time on their Hands that 
they know not how to ſpend it; it's a Burthen and a 


Charge, and ſo, like Prodigals, they rather fling it away 


than take Pains to-improve it. I counſel you therefore 
to ſet aſide ſome Hours for Reading; it's a handſome” 
Diverſion, and conveys Profit through Pleaſure ; the 
latelle& is a grateful Soil; but then, like a Field, re- 
quires manuring. By Reading you join paſt Ages to the 
preſent, you Travel into Aſia, Africa and America with- 
out expence, without danger, nay, without walking out 
of your Cloſer. Senſual Pleaſures rather ſtupifie than 
delight, they play upon the Organ, and dull the Appetite, 


they are often brutal, and ſeldom innocent; but thoſe of 


the Underſtanding ſhine brighter, they ate of a more re- 


fined Metal, free from Droſs and void of Repentance; 


they extend the Faculty, and render it more rational; w_ 
Ame | | rather 
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rather whet Deſire than glut it, and ſcrew Man's topping 
8 Reaſon, up to the higheſt Pitch. A Gentle- 
man furniſh'd with Reading, can never be at a loſs to 
ſet on Foot, and carry on a handſome Converſation ; he 
is always well ſtock'd, and carries his Proviſions about 
him; whereas others are forc'd to fetch Matter from 
the Kennel or the Stable, and too too often from the 
Stews ; their Diſcourſe is a Compound of Smut and 
Raillery, enlivened always with Fooleries, and ſometimes 
ſeaſoned with Oaths and Blaſphemies : Nonſence, in 
fine, though not the moſt creditable, is the moſt innocent 
and leſs blamed Ingredient. Good God! how often have 
I loſt Patience, and fretted away good Humour in the 
Company of Gentlemen of fair Eſtates, and of noble 
Extraction; mo they had ſerv'd an Apprenticeſhip 
under Grooms or Dog-boys; they eternally grated m 

Ears with Hounds and Horſes, and broke out into ſuc 

clamorous Tumults, as if they had been drawing up the 
Grievances of the Nation, or pelting the Prerogative; yet 
after all, the Queſtion was only, whether Poſe or Light- 


got the better laſt Chace. Racing and Hunting are 


indeed laudable Recreations; and upon Occaſions may 
be diſcours'd of; but then, to harp perpetually upon 
theſe Creatures, is an infallible Argument their Thoughts 
are Mean, and too weak wing'd to ſoar abovethe Beaſt. 
Some Years ago I took a Turn beyond the Seas, 
and made a conſiderable Stay in thoſe Parts: At my 
return, I gave a Viſit to an old Acquaintance ; a Man 
of er, of Eſtate, of an antient Family, and De- 
1 of a County; he was at Table; a Haw- 

ing bag hung on the left fide, and a Bumpkin guarded 
the right ; his Hat, Coat and Wig were all of a Piece, 
more fit for a Scare-Crow than a Depaty ; his Memory 
was as ſhort as his Wig ; for ſome Years Abſence had 


wiped out our Acquaintance ; he knew me not, and in- 


deed, I was no leſs puzzled to find my Friend under ſo 
flovenly a Diſguiſe: However, at length we renewed 


our old Species, and then he very warmly embrac'd me 


with this Salutation; Exſebins, by God, I am glad to ſee 
thee : I expected he would follow this quaint Compliment 
with an enquiry into my Health, or ſatisfied his Curioſity 


with a Rehearſal of my Travels; that he would ask in 


what Poſture I left our Allies; whether they made Pre- 
| ES parations 
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parations for the Seige of Namur, or Monſieur for that 
of Maſtricht; whether Prince Eugene enter'd Cremona 
with greater Glory, or left it with greater Infamy ; whe- 
ther Fribergen did better to receive a Stab from Maboui, 
than Quarter; or whether this brave Baron died like a 
Fool or a Hero: In fine, what advantage the Imperaliſts 
got by the Victory at Luzzara, or whether the Profit 
would balance the Expence of Powder and Shot, laid out 
in the Empire on the Thankſgiving-Day. 

No, the Gentleman's Curioſity never travelled ſo far; 
he had confined his Knowledge within the Bounds of 
his own Country; all the reſt of the World was Terra 
incognita to his Worſhip : He fell immediately upon the 
Excellency of Tobacco; and then halled meupto the Stable, 
that I might pay my Reſpect to Bobtaii; and in the way 
honoured me with an accurate Account of his Poultry. 
Oh! ſaid I to my ſelf, had this Lieutenant hunted le 
and read more; had he cultivated his Underſtanding, and 
let a Field or two lie Fallow, he might have been Com- 
pany for Men: But alas he was the Darling of the Fa- 
mily; he hectored it at Home, whilſt he ſhould have 
been at School and Abroad; was made a Man at Fifteen, 
to be a Child and a Coxcomb at Threeſcore. 

would not have you upon all Occaſions diſcourſe in 
Syllogiſm, nor deliver your Thoughts in Mood and 
Figure: ſuch Philoſophical Cant ſuits better with a Pe- 
dant, than a Gentleman; and may paſs in the School, 
but not in the Parlour. Neither preſs upon Company a 
Vacuum, nor Mr. Boyle's Pondus Atmoſphere, a civil Con- 
verſation may be managed handſomly in either H 
thefis ; and I conceive Diſcourſe proſpered no leſs in the 
Days of good old Materia Prima, than in the Reign of 
des Cartes's Third Element. 

You may alſo let the Grand Mogul fit quietly at Agra, 
and Preſter Fohn in Ethiopia; few Gentlemens Know- 
_ Travels ſo far from Home. France, Spain and 
[taly lie more conveniently; beſides Claret, Mal 4, and 
Hast of Florence have given us ſome Notions of thoſe 
Kingdoms. | | 2 

Time your Subject; good things ſpoke out of Seaſon, 
loſe their Value. I would not harangue a Lady in Greek, 
nor a Country Vicar in Hebrew : For alas, her Learnin 
does not beyond French, not his above Latin: Diſcour 4 

| m 


16 The Gentleman Inſtruded. 
muſt be adapted to the Company ; and it takes more 
when it naturally flides in, than when drawn in by Head 
and Shoulders. In a Word, Neander, enrich your Un- 
derſtanding by the Knowledge of things that become 
your Quality; and when you are doubly equipp'd ( 
mean with a fair Eſtate, and a good fund of Learning) 
what can you defire more, but an ordinary Stock of 
Prudence to lay them out at Advantage ? 


VII. 

Converſe not ordinarily with Perſons above your Rank, 
nor with thoſe that are below it; that will endanger your 
Eſtate, this your Breeding. A Man of a 1000 Pound 

Annum, can't long keep pace with one of Ten thou- 
fand ; he'll infallibly lag, and jade by the way; and 
perchance be forc'd to take in at the next Goal: Or, if 
in time he reſolve to foreſtal his Ruin, he muſt faſt out 
the Riot of a ſhort Carnaval with a long Lent; he mult 
int himſelf to a ſhort Pittance, and lop off a Branch WE... 
to ſecure the Stock: For Eſtate-Wounds feſter into a Er, 
Gangrene, and nothing but the Saw or Seering-Iron can WW... 
ſtop the InfeQion. | | He 

But on the other ſide, to herd with Peaſants is a kind nine 
of voluntary Degradation; it's to break your Eſcutcheon, on ( 
and to commence Yoeman. Peaſantry is a Diſeaſe (like W 
the Plague) eaſily caught by Converſation; it's a Colour I His 
that takes on any Subject, and ſeldom wears off: Why ON 
then ſhall a Perſon of Honour forfeit his Patent without Wn.” 
Treaſon? Clowns are a ſort of encroaching Animals: Ch. 
give an Inch, they'll take an Ell, and repay your Fami- I 
lHarity with Contempt and Outrage : If you intend to Mor t. 

Joblige em to a Diſtance, ſtoop not below your Station, thin 
nor ſet them on equal Ground; if once you make 'em — 
Companions, they II uſurp the Authority of Maſters; W' Be 
for they want Prudence to manage a Familiarity, but tat 
not Impudence to abuſe it: But take care not to Brow- WW - 
beat em, nor pretend to keep *em under too ſevere Dil- WW: 
cipline ; for the moſt deſpicable and cowardly Creatures, WF... 

if forc'd, will turn and fly in your Face. | This 
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Some Gentlemen are ſo punQilious and nice, that they 
look on Buſineſs as a thing below their Level: No, they l 
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not look on their Accounts, tho? their Eſtate lies in an 
Agony; as if there were no Difference between Pra- 


dence and Tradipg. But certainly, Wiſdom jars not with 
Quality ; and I hope, one may be a good Husband with- 


out turning Clown: It's no Branch of a Gentleman's Pre- 
rogative to be bubbled out of Houſe and Home. When 
Exnences run high, is it not fit at leaſt to provide againſt 
Fraud and Circumvention? Prodigality on the one Side, 
nd Fraud on the other, will ſoon drain an Eſtate to the 
Lees. Do not therefore all by Deputy: To truſt a 
Steward too much, is to expoſe his Vertue. Honeſty is 
not always Proof againſt Jemptation: Men often cheat 
without Scruple, when they can do it without Fear. Re- 
member, that Nobility ſtript of Means, makes no gen- 
teel Figure; it can't ſtand without golden Supporters : 
Model therefore your Expences by your Income, and 
refle& you poſſeſs Lands, not Mines; tuo thouſand ex- 
pended, and one received, will not balance Accounts at 
tie Year's End: If you are wiſe, live on the Crop, not on 
the Land; convey not a Lordſhip to London in a Bill of 
Exchange, nor carry Acres in your Pocket; they thrive 
well in Country Air, but fall into Conſumptions and 
Hecticks at #hite-Hall and Groom-Porters, and ſoon ex- 
pire; and then you muſt run upon the Common, or live 
on Charity or Courteſy; or Chamelean-like, on the Air, 
unleſs you had rather turn Knight-Errant on the King's 
High-way, or take up your Quarters at Tybxaru. Believe 
me, Neander, Poverty is untaſhionable in our Days, and 
Dependance uneaſy; take Care therefore of the main 
Chance, lay by a Reſerve for Age and Accidents : A new 
Lordſhip does not (like a Phenix) jump out of the Aſhes 


of the old: No, when it is gone, Hope follows it; no- 


thing remains, but Beggary, Contempt, Deſpair, and Re- 
pentance, | | 
Be neither Covetous nor Profuſe; Extreams are vicious; 
that ſeems leſs genteel, and this more fooliſh. I hate 
o ſee a Gentleman (like a Snail) draw in his Figure to 
ve his Purſe, and not only want the Conveniences, but 


en the Neceſſaries of Life in the Face of Abundance: 
his is almoſt to antedate Miſery, and to turn the Fa- 


ile of Tantalus into a real Story. I would no more truſt 
lach a Miſer, than a Foor-Pad or a Cut-Purſe; he who 
wes Money more than himſelf, will infallibly rate it above 

| OR: DS - Honeſby, 
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18 The Gentleman Inſtrufed, 
Honeſty, and he'll ſtretch a Point, and unlooſe Conſei- 
ence when Opportunity opens any Proſpe@ of Gain: 
For to a Miſer Knavery and Cozenage are unqueſtiona- 


dle Axioms, and ought to be ſuppoſed as a Peſtalatum: 
In a Word, it's a baſe Employment to lie on Earth, and 


to ſtand Centinel to Intereſt; I would neither fawn on 


Money for Money's Sake; nor dack and drake it away 
for a Frolick: No, I would not part with my Liberty 
for a Spaniſh Flora, nor with a Shilling for a good Mor- 
row; that would be to over- value Slavery; and this to 
under - rate Silver. C143 - e 
Let your Equipage run even with your Purſe and Qua- 
lity. Starve not your ſelf to feed Laqueys; nor give em 
a Coach (as N. N. did) to ſave their Liveries. Hand- 
ſome Regales ſometimes buoy up Credit, cheriſh Friend- 
ſhip, nouriſh Mirth, and breathe Life and Spirit into 
Converſation; tho* they fink your Purſe, they do not 
drain it; at leaſt you receive Credit for your Money. 


IX. 


A continual Application to Buſineſs works upon the 
Brain, it exhauſts the Spirits, and undermines Health: 
Nature muſt not be run down, allow it Time to breathe; 
if you are always on the Spur, you'll jade it. Exchange 
therefore ſometimes your ſerious Employments for ho- 
neſt and genteel Recreations; they refreſh the Mind, un- 
burthen Nature, enliven the Faculties, and pour new Life 
and Vigour into the Body: Chuſe thoſe that are more 
diverting and leſs expenſive; a Pleaſure over - purchaſed 
is areal 1 orment, and then if er 0 Study and Appli. 

| ature as change the But 
then, I would not have you venture upon Games of 
Hazard, unleſs Civility oblige you, and even then 
ſtake no more, than you dare loſe without Paſſion: 
Thoſe Plays, like Quick-Sands, ſwallow Eſtates at 1 
ſitting ; they devour a Man's Patience, and caſt Nature 
into a Ferment. Good God! how uneaſie have I ſeen 
Gameſters? Methought they ſate on Thorns or Tenters, 
you might ſee Paſſion in their Geſtures, and read De- 
ſpair on their Faces; they broke through all the Bart 
ers of Modeſty and Decorum, and diced away their Mo- 
ney firſt, and then flang Patience after it. Had Force 
ſtretcht theſe Gameſters on that Rack, I ſhould have pl 

tic 


fo ſtrangely, that I thought good Luc | 
Intelligence. Lord! How the old Gentleman crow'd ! 
Joy danc'd through every Joint, you might ſee ir fluſh 
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tied their Misfortune - but when I reflected they were 
their own Executioners, let 'em ſuffer (ſaid I) nothin 


- 


bur Stripes can teach Fools Wiſdom, nor reſtore Mad- 


men to their Wits. © - 


I met once Sir N. N. an old Acquaintance ; whither 
ſo faſt (faid I) old Ftiend? I am, replied he, on an Ex- 
pedition ; You are methinks (anſwered I again) too cra- 


2 for a Winter Campaign, and too old to turn Maro- 


deur, or Partizan : Nay, (ſaid he) my Buſineſs lies with- 
in Doors: In ſhort, I pn bound fot St. James, where I 

intend to away a hundred Guineas. To fling away 
a hundred Guineas, ſaid, I' Prithee, if you are over- 
charged with Coin, favour me with the Burthen 5 
ou'll play the Fool at leaſt with a better Grace, and leſs 
Trouble. But the Propoſal did not reliſh ; he wou'd 
(Gentleman-like) keep his Word, though he loſt his 
Purſe; and had rather forfeit his Eſtate than his Credit. 
He invited me to accompany him; away we drove to 


the Place of Rendezvouz, where we found his Antago- 


* 


niſt ready to encounter : Down they ſat, and to't they 
went; atthe beginning the Dice favour'd my old Knight 
k and he were of 


in his Face, and gild the Dècays of Nature. In fine, 
ood Luck ſeem'd to have fil'd off his Account twenty 
ears, and to have put as many more to his Credit ; 


but then if good Humour ſat on this Side of 'the Table, 


bad ſat on the other; the young Squire firſt took the Pet, 
then Clouds began to riſe, which made me expect a 
Tempeſt ; not was I deceived. in joy ConjeQure; for 
immediately away fly the Dice with a Brace of Curſes 
at their Heels; then Fortune is halled to the Bar 


ar- 

taigned and condemned: Providence brings up the Rear 
of the Criminals; you wou'd have thought this one and 

twenty came in a direQ Line from Hercules, he play'd 


the Furioſo ſo lively. © 


And now Sir N. N. was entting the Haven with his 


golden Fleece; when on a ſudden the Wind chopt 
about, and, blew in his Teeth; the Tables are turned, 
the Scene is changed, the Knight fumes, and the Squire 


triumphs ;- one curſes the Dice, the other gives em his 
Blefling : They ſteer their ee by the Cabe, and oy | 
| . * 7" i g : ; 3 
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with the Caſts. In fine, my Friend flood to his Word, 
he left the Field, and a hundred Guineas to the Viger, 
and loſt all Gravity and Moderation. I accompanied 
him to his Lodgings; but I, found he was even lurcht 
of good Nature allo. Well (ſaid I) do you call this 
Play? Can Sport and Anxiety, Fear and Deſpair ſtand 
together? Hell and Heaven ate as compatible: I would 
as ſoon for Diverſion take a Turn upon the Rack, or 
lay my Head between the Anvil and the Hammer; theſe 
Torments are not greater; but I am ſure are leſs expen- 
live. | EN En 
Neander, You may learn by this, how ill theſe Plays 
deſerve the Name of Recreations ; fly em therefore as 
the Plague, they prey upon Content, corrode Satisfatti- 
on, and in Conclution ſwallow Eſtates, and commiend 
Nobility to the Pariſh. MF: a 
Hawking and Hunting are more manly, more genteel, 
and more diverting ; theſe Sports are almoſt as antient 
as our. Nature, they. have kept up their Reputation in 
ſpight of all the. Viciſſitudes of Time and Fortune; but 
then they muſt be taken with Moderation, like Phyſick 
for Health, not like Meat for Diet. To range eternally 
in Woods and Thickets after Beaſls, is rather the Office 
of a Keeper, than the Sport of a Gentleman. I blame 
- Not the Recreation, but the Exceſs : For though Hunting 
be a royal Paſtime, it's certainly a baſe and ſervile Em- 
ployment. 1 | ts 
Mean. Pray, what is your Opinion of Dancing and 
_ Muſick? Are they gentcel Accompliſhments? | 
 Eaſeb. No doubt: They embelliſh Quality, and give 
a pretty turn to Breeding ; they furniſh a Man with al! 
the little Ingredients neceſſary for a qzaint Addreſs, and 
. uſher him into Company with Advantage; they relieve 
a drooping Diſcourſe: F. or when Reaſon tuns low, and 
Converſation languiſhes, a Stroke of the Fiddle, a Song 
or a Sarabrand, well performed, may enliven it: But don 
over: rate theſe Talents, nor place em among the firſſ- 
rate Qualifications of a Gentleman; for in Reality they 
only fit you up for a modiſh Addreſs, and a Female En- 
tertainment. Let a Man rather trim up his Mind than 
his Body: Thoſe Embelliſhments are more noble and rich 
that lie in the Brain, than thoſe that fink into the Feet, 


; or perch on the Finger 5 End. 5 7 | X. Whei 


When Innocence left the World, Cloaths came into 
Faſhion ; they were only invented as a Screne to Naked- 
neſs, and a Defence to Decency; you mult not therefore 
invert the Inſtitution, nor turn the Marks of Intamy into 


Badges of Gtandeur; for it's a Madneſs to pride in our 


Shame, and to look big becauſe we are poor and indi- 


gent: Indeed a Gentleman ſhould not clatter in Sabots, 


nor trudge about in Liuh-Moolſy). Quality under ſuch 
a Diſguiſe would make a flovenly Figure: Be neat with- 
aut Gaudineſs, genteel without Affectation: In fine, the 
Taylor muſt take meaſure both of your Purſe and of 


jour Quality, as well as of your Perſon: For a Suit that 
fits the Chatacter, is more @ la mode than that which ſits 


well on the Body. I have ſeen ſome Fops over: ſnoot 
Extravagance; they ranſack'd all the Shops in Parer- 
Noſter-Rou and Cheapide for the Matter, and conſulted 
the whole Company of Merchant-Taylors for the Form; 
a Man of War might be rigg'd with leſs Noiſe, and 


ſometimes at leſs -Expence : Now, though fine Feathers 


make fine Birds, yet ſurely gaudy. T rappings can't make 
tine Gentlemen ; for the Embelliſhments of Quality are 
Wit, Judgment, and Behaviour; an Air that's noble with- 
out Haughtineſs, and condeſcending without Meanneſs. 
Now theſe Qualifications lodge in the Soul, they lie in 
the Head, not on the Back; the Effects indeed run to 
the Superficies, but the Cauſe ſculks out of fight. 
| ſuppoſe we put not off our Nobility at Night, nor 
put it on in the Morning at the Toilet; why then are we 
ſmitten with Drapery, and doat on Finery ? This mult be 
underitood with Regard to Decency; Allowance mult 
be given to. Cuſtom and Opinion; a Gentleman mult 
not be ſo unpretending in Appearance, as to affect 
dlovenlineſs; this is to ſacrifice one Vice to another, to 
ztone for Vanity with Naftineſs : walk between theſe 
two Extremes; though you uſe both Shops and Taylors, 
depend on neither; build not your Reputation on Silks, 
nor your Worth on Stuffs: For in a Word, they ate mere 
Excrements of poor Animals: Now, to make the baſeſt 
part of Worms and Sheep, the Top of our Greatneſs, 
ij in Effe& to commence Bealt. Neander, put on a good 
Humour, a fine Behaviour, a noble Diſpoſition, and 
8 C3  - "2 
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you'll keep the Mob at a Diſtance; but whoſoever pre- 
tends to dazle Men into Reſpect, merely with Scarlet 
and Gold Lace, will fall ſhortof his Pretenfions. Men 
are not awed by Cloaths, but Vertue : Old Fabricius in 
his Ferkix, and Carizs in the Chimney Corner, were 
more eſteemed and feated than Caligals or Heliogabalus, 
in all their State and Bravery. 11 18 
1 , 

Let not one Action ſtoop below the Level of your 
Quality; be not deceived in the Notion: of Honour; 
this is a neceſſaty Caveat in the mad Age we live. Some 
confound Honour with Profit, others with Pleaſure; 
bat by the Rules of this new Syſtem, Pilfering and Lewd- 
neſs are dignifying Qualifications : And ſo Foot-pads, 
Cur-purſes, and Debauchees may pretend to the Right of 
Peerage ; but others ſeat it on the Sword's Point, and per- 
ſwade themſelves it' conſiſts in Slaughter; as if there were 
no Difference between Honour and Savageneſs, be- 
tween a Gentleman and a Butcher: Theſe are a Race th 
of European Canibals, who worry their Species, and de- H 
vour' Man's Fleſh; true Anthropophaps, who ſport in art 
Blood, and turn Slaughter into a Diverſion; they are | 
kyown by the Names of Scowrers and Dxelliſts; but theſe H 
Appellations are too innocent for ſo baſe, ſo batbarous an th 
Employment; they ſtand guilty of Murder by the Laws ju. 
of the Land, and therefore are mark'd with Shame and la) 
Infamy by the Government : But beſides they are con- þ 
demn'd by the Law of God, and ſo are at once outlaw- tha 
ed by Religion and the State: What,  beſeech you, the 
can ſtigmatize and degrade a Practice more efficaciouſly W tilt 
than this double Excommunication ? = wh 

But, ſays a Gentleman, ſhall I receive an Affront? Yes, du 
T hope, rather than a Stab, or a Halter; that may be re- the 
trieved, but a Wound in the Heart, or a'disjointed Neck, dia 
are irtemediable. But muſt 1 ſwallow the Lye too? Why WW the 
not, if you deſerve it? The Puniſhmenc exceeds not the W Blc 
Crime, and methinks it's reaſonable for the Penalty and att; 
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the Fault to go together: For pray reflect if the Impu- W ow 
tation of a Lye be ſo offenſive to Quality, the thing it W at. 
ſelf is much more; and therefore you ought rather to i we 
take thoſe Imputations as Admonitions than Affronts. ma. 


But 
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But ſuppoſe it be a Calumny, I would either contemn 
it or pardon it; a Man muſt undervalue the Benefit of 
Eaſe, and the Price of Life to ſell it for ſo inconſſderable 
a Trifle; for in the Judgment of the Law it's nothing, it 
will not bear an Action. Now, ſeeing we ſubmit to the 
Opinidn of the Judges in other Differences, why are we 
refractory in this Caſe ? The Law is the Standard not 
only of Right and Wrong, but of Honour and Infamy : 
And ſeeing it will not take Cognizance of ſo petty an 
Aſperſion, it ſuppoſes it below Notice. 

Ay! But Cuſtom has ennobled Revenge: And we had 
better be out of the World, than out of the Faſhion. 
Under Favour, the King is the only Fountain of Ho- 
nour, and I cannot find he ever made over to Cuſtom 
this Prerogative Royal. | | 

But what is this Cuſtom you talk of? (i. e.) a Club of 
Deſperadoes without Religion, without Confcience, a 
Pack of Renegado Chriſtians, who are a Scandal to their 
Profeſſion, and a Shame to their Nature; vote Murder a 
brave Action, and you obtrude this Atheiltical Error from 
the univetſal Opinion of Mankind, for the Standatd of 


Honour and Bravery. Why? Such Men's Judgments are 


ate as falſe as their Principles, and their Opinions as de- 
praved as their Manners; becauſe Raſcals extol Perjury, 

ighway- men Robbery, and Debauchees Lewdneſs, are 
thefe creditable and innocent Vocations ?' Becauſe Per- 
jury, Robbery, and Licentiouſaeſs are common, are they 
lawful? beep, 

Beſides, can any thing be more extravagantly fooliſh, 
than the Punctilio's of a Duelliſt? One has given me 
the Lye; to wipe off the Affront, 1 mult provoke him to 
tilt at my Lungs. Ah, but Right ſtands for you! But 
what if Fortune ſtands for your Antagoniſt ? Right is a 
dull Weapon, unleſs Skill and good Luck manage it; 
the clandeſtine Revenges of the Italiant are cruel and 
diabolical, bur at leaſt they are lefs fooliſh than ours ; 
they will not bathe their wounded Honour in their own 
Blood, but in that of their Enemy; and therefore they 
attack unawares, or by Proxy ; but we revenge at our 
ownE xpence, nay, and ugon our ſelves, and ſometimes 
at a Diſadvantage too ; as if to retrieve our Honour 
we muſt die like Fools. I know not what Charms others 
may ſee in a Stab, I had rather be ſent into the other 
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World by the Hangman than a Duelliſt ; a Duel is an ill 


Diſtemper to die of, though poſſibly Atheiſts may think 


it a genteel one; and 1 am confident theſe Martyrs of 
Honour will be diſcompoſed when they find their Recep- 
tion in the next Life falls ſhort of their ExpeQation, 
Death, Neander, is a great Leveller. Titles, Quali- 
ty, Wealth, with all their Appurcenances, leave us with 
the laſt Breath: A Clown will meet with Reſpe& if he 
be innocent, and a Prince with Contempt if (guilty; 
our Treatment will anſwer our Actions, not our Birth; 
a Scavenger that dies in Peace with God will be con- 
veyed into Glory; and a Lord that expires in Sin into 
Torments. NE , ee „ 


XII. 


Some Gentlemen refine Breeding too much; they at: 
feQ a Singularity in Behaviour as well as in Religion, 
and ſo make themſelves ridiculous to appear genteel; 
theſe are a Heterogexors Race of Gentlemen ſome call 
Fops, and others Bedis ; they are a Compound of Farce 
and Ceremony, a Mixture of Mimick and Tragedian; 
had their Mothers made a Voyage to the Indies, I 
ſhould ſuſpect they had ſome Relation to an Ape: For 
certainly they are of a mixt Species, and often the Beaſt 
predominates, but always the Coxcomb; if the Beau 
has more Wit, the Ape has more Judgment; theſe Gen- 
tlemen ſpeak like Puppets, and walk like Clock-work 
they paſs the Morning between the Glaſs and the Toylet, 
and ſummon to their Levee the whole Poſſe of Taylors, 
Barbers, and Sempſtreſſes ; they value more the Art of 
drefling well, than the Knack of paying: And whillt o- 
thers admire their Folly, like young Narciſſus, they 
contemplate their own Beauty : Pray leave the People 
and their Behaviour to themſelves, and if you can't a- 
void their Company, catch not their Grimaces. It's true, 
you mult prepare for an Attack; for like People ſtruck 
with the Plague, they love to give the Iufection; if they 
find you reſty, they'll not fail to direct your Motions, 


and anatomize your Comportment, and then you mult. 


expect to be lampoon'd in Verſe, or pelted in Proſe; 
but they always meet with poor Caſſaudra's Fortune, 
never to be believed; Their yeas go for »o's, and their 
_ vatyrs for Panegyricks: I might enlarge upon this YT 
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| ject, but I fear I have already treſpaſs'd upon your Pati- 
By ence. E K 
f Neau. I ſee, Dear Euſebius, you are a Stranger to my 
N Conſtitution, I am not ſo ſoon talked down; how can 
1 om my Time better, than in learning how to ſpend 
- it well. 51 | | 
h After a ſhort Diſcourſe of indifferent things, Neander 
e took leave of Euſebius with a Promiſe to return the next 
3 Morning. He kept his Word, and Euſebius ſpoke thus. 


eee. 


0 885 
SY DIALOGUE III. 
IN Euſebius rut. Neander in the Duty of 6 Chriſtian. 
n, Enxſeb. 1 T's harder (dear Neander) to deſeribe the part 


; L of a Chriſtian than that of a Gentleman, and 


a- ſure, zhis in Pain. . 
ve, Now, when the Gain on the one ſide is ſo vaſt, and the 
.ck Loſs on the other ſo exorbitant, does not Reaſon tell 
jey us that we ought to bend all our Care, all our Appli- 
ns, cation to diſcharge our ſelves of the Duties of a Chri- 
uſt M flian ? I will therefore draw up a ſhort Scheme of the moſt 
ſe; ¶ prefling Offices of your Profeſſion, and furniſh you with 
ne, Motives able to perſuade you to comply with *em. 


ub- — 2 I. The 


The chief Reaſon why Men live at Random is, be- 
cauſe they have forgot their Errand ; they fancy them- 
' ſelves to be the Work of Chance, the nay i. of 

Hazard, Creatures of Pleafurg placed on the Land (as 
the Leviatbax is in the Water) to ſport and play; but 
certainly we mult: have _ with the 


I. 


Dignity of our Nature, and a mean Opinion of out 
Greatneſs, to frame ſuch wild Idea's.. Our Underſtand- 
ing is too noblg to be buried in Dung and Rubbiſh ; 
and our Soul too ſpiritual to be condemned by Nature 
to the baſe Employments of Brutes. 

No, no, Neander: God's Omnipotence framed us, and 
his Goodneſs deſigned us for himſelf alone. He has en- 
nobled us with Renten to know his Greatneſs, with a 
Will to loye his Goodneſs, and with a Soul to enjoy his 
Perfection. He is our Ah and our Omega, the Ori- 
gin of our Being, and the End of our Creation. It's 
Impoſſible for us to be miſerable with him, or happy 


without him. 
> „ eee 00 e 
But, though we are made to enjoy God in Heaven, 
it's uncertain, whether we ſhall ever land at this thrice 
happy. Haven of the Bleſſed; for God has decreed. to 
communicate: the ſupreme Felicity as a Reward, not as 
a Gift: We muſt take this City hy, Storm, not;by Capi- 
tulation: We mult cuter Kepee à la main: & violenti ra- 
unt illud. But if the Difficulty cramps our Courage, 
If it baulks our Reſolution, if we miſcarry in the Entet- 
prize, or fail in the Execution, we ate undone for ever; 
We muſt tak e up our . 1 Hell, and dwell per- 
petually with Fire aud Brimſtone. This we believe 
(Neander) and the bare Thought of it ſometimes con- 
__ the very Blood in our Veins, and ſtrikes us with 
ortor and Amazement. One Theft, one Murder, one 
Fornication unrepented, caſts us into a Lake of Fire, in- 
to a Vale of Torments, into à fad Manon of Deſpair, 
Where we ſhall always burn, and never be conſumed; 
always die, and ever liye the Object of God's Wrath, 
and the perpetual Monuments of our Folly and Diſobe- 
dience. Theſe two Points are, as it were, Poſtulatums 
in Morality, and God has been pleaſed to reveal yp * 
io red dh 8 ae et ot 
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almoſt every Chapter and Page of the New Teſtament, 


: that he might allure us to Our Duty by the charming Pro- : 
x ſpe& of Heaven, or ſcare us to it by the diſmal Repreſen- 

q tation of Hell. EI . | 

1 g III. 5 


We can't tax God of Severity, nor complain of his 
Unkindneſs; for though on the one Hand he draws up 
| in Battalia all the} Terrors of an unbappy Eternity to 
l fright us; on the other he diſplays all the Treaſures of 
Heaven to whet our Hope, and animate our Courage ; 
nor does he lay our Salvation in the Hands of Chance, 
4 or truſt it to the Care of our Enemies. Yet, he has en- 
| truſted every Man with his own Welfare; ſo that we 


* cannot be miſerable, unleſs we conſpire againſt our ſelves, 
A "Ip 5 | 
ie and turn Traytors to our own Intereſt. If therefore we 
ij. miſcarry, muſt not the Fault lie at our own Door? It we 


T will he ſo ſtupid as to fling up our Claim to Heaven; 
1 ſo void of Reaſon as to leap into Hell; do not we de- 
bree to forfeit the one, and feel the othet? A Man, who 
in ſpight of Prayers and Tears will vault down a Preci- 
pice, deſerves to meaſure the Height of it by the Fall; 
n, and if he breaks his Neck, who will not rather laugh 
ce his Misfottune than pity it? i 


a5 | 
pi- Happineſs to harder Conditions 
ra- For all we can either do o 


jo to us with all the Tenderneſs of an indulgent Father. 


* 


it ſeriouſly, will prove your Pleaſure, For God has ſa 
interwoven our Duty with our Satisfaction, that it's 
impoflible for a Man to be innocently unhappy. 


Though Vertue be an excellent Thing, it may be abu- 
ſed. It lies within the Reach of Fancy, 11luſion, and 
Miſapplication; thete is falſe Vertue as well as adulterate 
Coin: And as the Lacedemonians trickt up their Gods in 
the Spartan Dreſs: ſo oftentimes Men model Vertue by 
their own Paſſions. I have ſeen a moroſe Zealot eternal - 
ly barangue againſt the Corruption of the Age; all was 
Wrong, all vicious, that eroſs d his four Humour. One 
would have thought God had conſtituted him Inſpector- 
General of Mankind; he kickt and flung after ſo unchri- 
ſtian a rate, twas dangerous to come within his Reach. 
Now, though Scripture and Reaſon call this Sin, he miſ- 
took it (good Man) for Vertue. His Error was Proof 
againſt Homily and Exhortation. You might have ſooner 
perſuaded him out of his Chriſtian Name than out of his 
peeviſh Humour.  — -: 6952 19911910 3d6.)) 
As I eſteem nothing more than true and genuine Ver- 
tue, fo | abhor a Hypocrite. I hate thoſe Mountebanks 
of the Spirit, who turn Piety into a Trade; who pray 
themſelves into Livings, and whine themſelves into Re- 


* 


putation; who practice Humility out of Pride, and Cha- 


rity out of Spight; who preach up the moſt ſevete Morals 
in publick, and condemn 'em in private; 'whoſe Zeal is 
Cenſure, whoſe 1 Intereſt, and Piety a Cover to 
Vanity. I have heard» theſe Tartars laſh the World to 
Exceſs, whilſt they courted it to Extravagance: They ex- 
tolled Solitude, yet were always in Company, and prai- 
ſed Vertue, When they ptactiſed Vice. In one Word, this 
Race of Men is a Medley of Oppoſites, humble without, 
and proud within; arrogant to Exceſs, and on Occaſions 
ſubmiſſive beyond Meaſure; all Fire, and all Smoak; 
Saints in Appearance, and Sinners in Effect. 1 | 
Others place Dagon and the Ark on the ſame Altar. 
Like Jeba, they blend Good with Evil, adore God in 
the Temple, and golden Calves in Dan and Berbel: 
Sometimes they are a// Spirit, ſometimes all Body: Now 
they regale their Senſes, with a thouſand” Ragouſts of 
the molt refined Lewdneſs: ' By and by they feaſt 2 
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Souls with the moſt high-ſeaſon'd Piety : One Day they 
ſorfeit with Faſting, another with Feaſting : Yeſterday 
they were tired with. Kneeling, to Day with Dancing: 
They feldom miſs a Sermon, never a Play: If you ſee 
4 Prayer-Book in their Hand, you may ſwear there is a 
Lampoon in their Pocket; and if the Bible lies on their 


Desk, a Romance ſtands on the Shelf; ſo that they are 
half Saint, and half Devil, but all Monſter. I knew 


a He-Devotee, who wou'd ſpeak ſo feelingly of the Ex- 
cellency of Chaſtity; one would have taken him for 
a Baptiſt; yet at the ſame time he entertain'd a Mi in 
a Corner; and though on Sznday he appear'd in the 
Church with Reſpect 1 all the Week he 
paid Homage to the Lady: This is not Vertue, but an 
Oleo of Vices: This is to worſhip God as the Soldiers 
did our Saviour, with Outrage and Blaſphemy. You 
may eaſily infer, that the Duty of a Chriſtian obliges 
you to deteſt and abhor ſuch a Conduct, but not to imi- 
tate it, one Defect tarniſhes Vertue. Bonum ex integra 
cauſa, malum ex quolibet deſectu. | | 

That Man is truly Vertuous, who is neither proud in 
. Fortune, nor abject in bad; who deſires nothing but 

eaven, and fears nothing but Hell ; who avenges Af- 
fronts with Favours, and Injuries with Pardon ; who is 
ſevere to himſelf, and eaſy to his Neighbour ; who ſpeaks 
well of all but himſelf; and never pardons his own De- 
fects, nor cenſures thoſe of his Brethren. In a Word, Ne- 
ander, Do good, and fly from evil, is the Sum of your Du- 
ty. This is Vertue in Shor;- Hand, Perfection in Epitome, 
and Heaven in Reverſion. | 

| VI. | 

That Part of your Duty is of the greateſt Importance, 
that immediately belongs to God; he is our Maker and 
our Sovereign, we are indebted to his Power 'for our 
Being, to his Goodneſs for our Converſation ; from him 
we expe the Reward of our Vertnes, and the Puniſh- 
ment of our Vices. Return him therefore- a thouſand 
Thanks for the Favours you have received from the firſt 
Moment of your Creation; you can't begin the Ac- 


knowledgment too ſoon, you can't repeat it too often, 


becauſe you can never thank him enough; reſpe& him 


as your Father, ſerve him as your Malter, and fear him 
42 | as 
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as your judge; neither forget his Kindneſs in Proſperity, 
5 blaſpheme his Conduct in Adverſity: He is no leſs 
amiable when he frowns, than when he ſmiles; when he 
-wounds, than when he heals. And therefore kiſs the 
ſacred Hand that ſtrikes, as well as that which ſtroaks 
vou: He always deſigns your Good, unleſs by Murmurs 

and Impatience — turf! his Bleſſing into Curſes; and 
then praiſe his Conduct, but condemn your-own. 

Ah! Neander, a thouſand thouſand times happy is 
that Man, who flings up all bis Concerns into the Hauds 
of Providence, and ties up his Defires to the Laws of 
Obedience; he carries in his Breaſt a little Paradiſe, and 
à Heaven in Proſpect; be fits above the Reach of For- 
tune, and beholds with an Air of Unconeernedneſs un- 

. der his Feet, all thoſe Storms and Tempelts that daſh 

| in Pieces other Mens Felicity; he neither defires good 

Succeſs, nor fears Diſappointment; he opens his Door 

no leſs chearfully to Want, than to Abundance : In fine, 
he knows, that Command is God's Ererogative, and Sub- 
miſſion his Duty. Can Imagination paint a more ſolid, 

a more ſincere Satisfaction, than neither to languiſn un- 

det the Torments of Hope, nor to fink under the Billows 
of Deſpair ; than to ſubject our Appetite to Reaſon, and 
this to God, our omnipotent Maker and merciful Re- 
deemer? | 

= - This Submiſſion raiſes Man to the Height of Vertue and 

* "Happineſs : For whoſoever. bows his Neck to the ſweet 

Loak of Providence, neither amuſes his Thoughts with 

viſionary Hopes, nor extravagant Fears; he lives on his 
own Fund, and keeps his Deſires within the Compaſs 
of his Power; he is content with the Portion God has 

i aſſigned him: This he holds only in Fee, and is ready to 

® leave it at the firſt Command. He neither affe&s to be 

leſs, nor aſpires to a higher Station; he would be juſt as he 
is, becanſe God has made him ſo. 
* Nees. This State of Indifference is a fine thing in Theo- 
ry and Speculation, but impoſſible in Practice, and is rather 
to be wiſht, than hoped for. . | 
Enxſeb. Pray remember that deſponding Thoughts only 
ſerve to pall the Spirits, and to blaſt generous Reſolutions: 

Things are often impoſſible, becauſe Cowardige makes 

em 10: Check Fancy, and you'll not encounter tholt 

* Difficulties in the Practice: Puſillanimity and N on-Expe 
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rience conjure up to fright you. For God is no Epicurean 
Deity, ſo taken up with the Enjoyment of his own Fe- 
licity, that he has no leiſure to caſt a Thought on the 
Concerns of poor Mortals below: No, no, Neander; his 
Providence is as boundleſs as his Being; he did not di- 
veſt himſelf of the Government of the World, when he 
had made it; he can't either forfeit his Title to the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Univerſe, or abdicate it. That Hand 


. Which made all Things mult of Neceſſity continue 'em, 


otherwiſe. they'd make a ſpeedy Exit, and fink into their 
primitive Nozb:ug : He has afligned every Being its Sta- 
tion; even "357 and the Piſmire, he ſets em their 
Task, teaches em to work, and through a thouſand 
Labyrinths leads all things to their perfect Ends. Now 
certainly, he that created all ſublunary Belngs for Man, 
cannot be thought to withdraw his Care from him, as if 
he were below his Love or Concern: No, no; he counts 
the Hairs of his Head, and regiſters his Steps in the 
Folio of his Omniſcience. 1 | 

Now God being Goodneſs it ſelf, he can't wait upon 
us with an ill Deſign, He ſtands over us as a Guardian, 
not as a Spy; as a Friend, not as an Enemy; he confi- 
ders our Conſlitution, and pries into all Circumſtances, 
that he may time his Favours, and ſo enhance their Va- 
lue, by adapting 'em to our Neceſſities. 

As his Coo neſs aſſures us he means well, ſo his 
Wiſdom. gives us, Security and Caution, that he can't 


be deceived in the Choice of thoſe things he defigns for 


us; he can't give us a Stone for a Loaf, nor a Scorpion 
fora Fiſh, nor Poyſon for a Medicine: So that we are 


ſure on the one fide, that nothing befals us unawares, 


but either by his Permiſſion or Command; and on the 
other, that he either permits or commands it for our 
Good; and that jt will certainly prove fo, unleſs we de- 
feat his charitable Deſigns by lImpatience or Blaſphemy, 
and by a ſtrange ſelf-creative Power turn his Bleſſings 


into: Curſes. Now, what Misfortune can make Impreſ- 


ſion on a Mind ſo ſtrongly fenced? It will ſtand the moſt 
fiery} Trial, without an Oh, without a wry Face; for it 
has both Faith and Reaſon to ſupport it? And then he 


that will weep that has all the Renſon in the World to 


laugh, muſt be fond of Teats, and in Love with Tor- 
ment. N | I 1 
It's 
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It's true, this Doctrine is extindt in Practice: We 
ſnarl at Providence, we diſpute his Orders, aud burleſque 
his Decrees ; we ſcream out at the lighteſt Touch of his 
entle Hand, and turn our felves into all the Poſtures of 
mpatience; we neither receive his Favours with Thanks, 
nor Correction with Patience. 

But this irrational Conduct argues much Peeviſhneſs 
and more Infidelity. For theſe People muſt either doubt 


of his Power, or dare not truſt his Goodneſs ; and then 


they deny both by IIlation. 33 
. Ab! Dear Neander, commit your Concerns to the Ma- 
nagement of God; ask no temporal Bleſſing, but with 
A voluntas tua; refuſe no Affliction; receive that 
with Gratitude, this with Reſignation; and if you can't 
deſire Croſſes, at leaſt accept em, and remember always, 
that thoſe things often prove more prejudicial we pray for, 
than thoſe we fear. FAB | 

We are an America, an undiſcovered Region to our 
ſelves, our Deſires fly not only before Reaſon, but Re- 
fleQion; ſo that we are ſo far from knowing what is 
good for us, that we know not what we would be at: 

ur Fancy over-ſhoots Nature, and (like a Fool's Para- 
diſe) repreſents Objects in borrowed Colours and falſe 
Shapes: Deluded therefore by vain Glaſſes and deceitful 
Opricks, we dote by Hazard, and hate at Random; we 
embrace a deformed Leah for a charming Rachel; couit 
Happineſs, and eſpouſe Miſery. But God, who built 
our Fabrick, knows our Conſtitution; he dives into our 
Temper, and comprehends all thoſe Things we either ea- 
gerly purſue, or paſſionately fly from; he ſees the Em- 
ployment of theſe will convey us to eternal Felicity; 
ud the Poſſeſſion of thoſe into endleſs Torments. He 
therefore gives what we feared, and refuſes what we 
defired. Now, is it not a Kindneſs to be thus mercifully 
cruel? Is it not a Favour to baulk our Pretenfions, and 
a areal Misfortune to be fortunate ? 


VIL 


We can never withdraw our ſelves from God's Im- 
uy. He reigns in Hell no leſs than in Heaven : He 
exerciſes his Juſlice among the Damned, and his Mercy 
among the Bleſſed ; he dwells in Woods, and walks in 

Cities; he retires with us into Solitude, and accompa- 
| | nies 


N 
1 
h 
\ 
0 
ci 
p 
ſ 
E 
't 
W 
G 
th 


vo C3. 


The Gauleman Inſtruded: 33 


nies us in Conyerſation; he is in all Places, and ſees all 
Things; he fathoms our Deſires, he counts our Words, 
he ſcans our Actions, and reads our Thoughts. 
mprint this Truth with indeliable Characters in your 
Memory, and recommend it to your daily Conſiderati- 
on; 'twill teach you both Caution and Reſpect; 'twill 
curb the diſorderly Sallies of Nature, and bind your 
Paſſion to its good Behaviour. You will not have the 
Face to ſtep beyond the Bounds of Duty, nor ſcarce be 
tempted to tranſgreſs it. Nature, I conteſs, is unruly, 
twill run away with us, unleſs we keep a ſtiong and 
watchful Hand over ir; but then the very Thought that 
God ſtands by, will blow over thoſe Flames of Paſſion, 
that dim Reaſon, and hurry us into Tranſgreſſions. 

Before a grave Man we dare not fall into Indecency ; 
his very Preſence gives a Check to Appetite, and (tops 
Senſuality in its full Career; So that Lewdneſs and De- 
dauchery are forc'd to retire, and give Place to Same. 
Who violates the Law in the Face of Authority, that 
has both Will and Power to revenge the Contempt, 
gives an evident Proof, that either Lite is uneaſy to him, 
or that he is not compos mentit, and b conſequence de- 
ſerves Bedlam rather than Tybarn. Yet human juſtice 
ids in a narrow Sphere; it reaches but to Life, and 
can't purſue the Criminal beyond the Grave. If there- 
fore the Sight of a Man, and the Apprehenſion of Death, 
have ſuch a Tranſcendency over us, as to cool the Fire 
of Paſſion, to diſcountenance an unbeſeeming Sally, and 
to repel any Aſſault upon our Vertue ; certainly, a ftrong 
Perſuaſion, that God is preſent, that he looks on us to 
crown our Vertues, and to chaſtiſe our Vices, can't be 
leſs efficacious ; for he is Sovereign Diſpoſer of our Souls 
and Bodies; he is able to tumble theſe into nothing, and 
thoſe into Hell; we may baffle human Juſtice, either by 
Flight, Money, or Favours, but we cannot fly out of 
God's Dominion; his Anger can neither be appeaſed with 
Bribes, nor ſoftned with Tears, nor overcome with En- 
treaties. 1 3 
. Now, a Man who with the Eyes of Faith continually, 
deholds this dreadful Majeſty hovering about him, with 
the Reward of Vertue in one Hand, and the Sword of 
Revenge in the other, will take Care of his Behaviour, 
and not ſell his * a Fleet Pleaſure in _— 
| nd 
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andEternal Torments in Remainder. Let me therefore 
once more intreat you al] that is Dear, by all that 
is Sacred) to carry this Conſideration along with you in 
all your Buſineſs, in all your Paſtimes, its Company will 
neither be troubleſome nor expenſive, but 1 atn ſute it 
will be advantageous. e Lene We 2a 


God's Infinite Greatneſs intitles him to Homage, and 
our Dependance calls upon us to pay it: We cannot 
acknowledge too ſoon his Authority, becauſe we cannot 
reſpect it too much: We are the Work of his Hands, t. 
the Object of his Mercy, and ſhall once be Eternally ſi 
that of his Love, or of his Hatred ; of his Love, it Well v 
execute his Commands; but of his Hatred, if we tranſ- I 
greſs em. Juſtice therefore and Gratitude ; Hope of al 

aven, and Fear of Hell, preach Vertue and Obedience 
to his moſt holy Injunctions. Yet, alas! this Voice of 
Thunder is not able to awake our young Gallant, 
2 ſo many bewirched Sampſons) they ſleep in the Bo- 
ſom of faſcinating Pleaſures, that lull em into pleaſing 
'Trances, imaginary Delights, to plunge 'em into real 
Torments. One would think they either disbelieved 2 
future State, they are ſo unconcerned for the preſent; or 
that they had a Patent to do ill; or atleaſt an Aſſurance 

of Pardon and Repentance. Their Study is to leatn 
Sins; their Employment to commit 'em, and grand Di- 
verfion to applaud their Impieties. Tell. theſe deluded 
Creatures they walk over Precipices, and ſport on the 
Brink of DeſtruQion : That to live a Debauchee, is to 
die a Reprobate: They anſwer your charitable Admo- 
nition with a Joak, or a Frown, and very coldly reply, 
"That Youth was made for Pleaſure, and old Age for 
Repentanee. Good God! that Men of Wit and Parts 
ſhould fo wretchedly fool themſelves into Ruin. Were 
our Souls no longer lived than our Bodies, did they fink 
into nothing when we ceaſed to breathe, that Atheiſtical 
Rant, Ede, bibe, gaude, cras moriemur, would not be 
quite unreaſonable. Could we look into the Future, 
and read our Deſtiny, could we caſt up a Horoſeope of 
our Death, as Aſtrologets do of our Life; were we fure 
that crat moriemur, we might equip our ſelves to Day 
for a Journey to Hell; aud make to morrow 2 
* 3 4 | repa- 
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re WM Preparations for Heaven. But, alas! wedwell in a Re- 
nat gion, where Certainties are ſo twiſted with Uncertain- 
in ties, that though we know we muſt die, yet we are as 
„in ignorant of the Time, Place, and Manner, as the Child 
it unborn. Perchance Divine Juſtice may arreſt us in the 
very Heat of our Lewdneſs: It may drag us from the 
Stews to Judgment: The firſt Time we cloſe our Eye-lids 
may be the laſt : We may only ſleep in this World to 
ind wake in the next; we may only open our Eyes to ſee 
not WM ſtrange Flames, and return to our Senſes to feel 'em. 
not Sudden Deaths are not Miraculous. The Bills of Mor- 
ds, Wl tality aſſure us they are too ordinary: But theſe Accidents 
uy MW furprize your Debauchees oftner, than thoſe who live 
we within the Bounds of Temperance and Moderation. 
nſ- WM They over-charge Nature with continual Exceſs, and ſet 
of Wl all the Humours of the Body in an Uproar: And how 
nce © eaſy it is for theſe Humours in ſuch a Hurry and Tu- 
of mult, to crowd in upon the Heart? Or to fly up to the 
nts, Brain? Or to impede the playing of the Lungs, and on 
Bo- ſudden ſtop Reſpiration ? | - = 
ing M But though God ſhould deal more mercifully wit 
real WW theſe Men than they deſerve, though he ſhould give em 
4 a both Time and Leiſure to repent, it's ten to one they'll 
or die in their Sins, and carry into the next 'World thoſe 
nce Crimes they committed in this. 1 . 
an For two Things are neceſſary for a thorough Repen- 
Di- tance; God's Grace and Man's Co-operation; without 
ded MW that we cannot repent, and without this he will not par- 
the don. If therefore the Difficulty to be overcome be greater 
to Nu Threeſcore, than at Twenty, and Grace be leis, it's 
mo- odds they'll not repent at Threeſcore, but that certainly 
ply, vill be greater, and this infallibly will be leſs. There- 
for {Wivre it's odds, that the final Reſolutions of theſe uufor- 
arts nate Gentlemen will vaniſh into Smoak, and end in 
Vere Nernal Deſpair and Puniſhment. 1 
ſink MW | prove the Difficulty will certainly be greater. Phi- 
tical M'oſophy and Experience teach us, that a frequent Re- 
t be ple into any Diſorder jngenders a Habit, (that is,) a 
Facility and Propenſion to reiterate the ſame AQions. 
ud this takes its Force from the Frequency of the Pra- 
tice: For though in Natural Productions there is a cer- 
an Point of Growth and Perfection, yet in Morals 
fre is no ſuch Term, both vicious and vertuous Habits 
wh Da may 
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may go on i infiuitum : Hence it happens, that an inve- 


terate Cuſtom twiſts and winds it ſelt into our very Na- 
ture; it ſinks into our Bones, and enters into our Conſti- 
tution. Now, if all the frightful Reproaches of Conſci- 
ence, all the Calls of Grace, the diſmal Proſpect of thoſe 
Shades below, the charming Allurements of Heaven a- 
bove, were too feeble to reſtrain Nature alone; will they 
filence the Clamovurs of mutinous Paſſions, curb the Vio- 
lence of Nature back'd by Cuſtom, and inflamed with ill 
Habits? No, no: Nature ſeconded by a Habit, (like a 
Loadſtone armed with Iron) draws ten times ſtronger. 
He who groans under the Weight of a Feather, will fall 
under that of a Mill-ſtone. 

Now, as ill Habits byaſs Nature, and make it more 
impetuous, and leſs governable; ſo in our Suppoſition, 
Grace the chief active Principle, is leſs. For Grace is a 
free Gift, no Debt, aliter Gratia uon eſſet; we mult re- 
ceive it as a mere Benevolence, and cannot ask it as 
our Due. bs 

It is probable God will pour down upon his mortal 
Enemies theſe Streams of Favour and Beauty, as plenti- 
fully as on his Friends? On thoſe who blaſpheme him 
twenty Years together, as on thoſe who adore him? 
On thoſe who abandon their Duty out of a determinats 
Malice, as on thoſe who fall by Surprize ? It's certain 
he will not: For God will not be laught at; and can the 
Wit of Man invent a more compendious, and at the 
ſame time a more biting Rallery, than by trampling un- 
der Foot this Divine Gift, that coſt our great Redeemer 
Torrents of Sweat, and Rivers of Blood, than by making 
his Goodneſs the Ground of our Ingratitude? Than by 
refuſing to repent, becauſe he is prone to Pardon? If God 
be Juſt, (as certainly he is) he'll ſtop the Conduit of his 
Mercy, and rain down a Deluge of MalediQions on thoſe 
rebellious Giants, that attack the moſt High, and turn 
his greateſt Attributes againſt his own Breaſt. 

Near. What you ſay (as to the main) is true; but 
give me leave to tell you, there is a Daſh of Hyper- 
ole in your Diſcourſe: Man's Malice can't weary God's 
Mercy; he can pardon more Sins than Man is able to 
commit ; nay, and will, if we fling our ſelves at bis 
Feet, and ſue for Mercy. A contrite Heart, Exſebi® 
is a moving SpeQtacle, it diſarms God's Jultice, 5 
We. | melts 
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melts it into Mercy; and as he receives thoſe Prodigals 
Ga return, ſo he furniſhes em with Grace for their 
Oyage. | | 
"feb, Neander, God's Goodneſs weighs down Man's 
Malice; our Obſtinacy can't tire his Mercy; he'll give 
both Pardon and Heaven to thofe who ask 'em; his 
Word ſtands engaged, and he can't fly back. But then, 
where has he promiſed that inveterate Simmers ſhall ask 
Pardon? It's true alſo, that the moſt /profligate Debau- 
chees have Grace ſufficient to work Repentance. But 
what ſignifies a Power to do good, with a Will to do E- 
vil? There is not a damned Soul in Hell, that did not 
once find it ſelf in the ſame Circumſtances. Is it leſs mi- 
ſerable, becauſe once it might have been happy? Alas! 
this ſad Meditation ſuggeſts new Matter to their Deſpair, 
becauſe it repreſents their Miſery, together with their 
Folly, as the ſole Cauſe of their Misfortune. 

Nean. Pray, Euſebius, don't ben God's darling 
Virtue, Mercy; nor condemn poor Sinners to the worſt 
of Torments, Deſpair. H/hilſt there is Life, there is Hope. 
They who never thought of Pardon in their Lives, found 
it at their Death. What? he who died for Man, can he 
have the Heart to damn it? The very Thief on the 
Croſs, though abandon'd by Men, was cateſs'd by his 
loving Saviour; and for one humble memento mei, te- 
ceived Mercy in this World, and Paradiſe in the other, 

Euſeb. Miſtake me not, (Dear Neander) I am not 
for graſping an Immenſity, nor for preſcribing Bounds 
to an infinite Being; I know God's Mercy is above the 
Skies; but then his Juſtice ſinks below the Abyſs; ju- 
dicio ejus abyſſus multa. We can't take the Height of 
that, nor fathom the Depth of this. They are both equal, 
(i. e.) infinite; nay, they are the ſame thing: For Ju- 
ſtice is Mercy, armed with Revenge; and Mercy is Ju- 
ſtice, diſpoſed to Pardon ? Why then ſhould we dread 
it in one Dreſs, as well as dote on it in the other? I am 
not for caſting Men into Deſpair. As it is the greateſt 
of Torments, ſo it's the blackeſt of Crimes, and the moſt 
Irrational: This antedates Damnation, and gives us over 
to Execution before God has pronounced the Sentence. 
To damn your ſelves out of a Fear of being damned, is 
the Top of Madneſs; the von plus ultra of Frenſie: Tao 
think my Salvation impoffible, it to make it fo; not to 
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hope for Heaven, is the next way to loſe it. But then 
if hate Deſpair, I abhor Preſumption; if that leads us 
to Hell by a direct Line, this does the Buſineſs as effica- 
cioufly. For can we outrage our great Maſter more, 
than when we bend his auguſt Attributes to our Lewdneſs? 
And build the Babel of our Abominations upon his Good- 
neis? And our Crimes upon his Mercy? ls not this to 
ſport with Majeſty? To rally Authority? And to play 
with Goodneſs? And pray what difference is there be- 
tween deſparing of Mercy, and burleſquing it? This 
impious Mirth, (Neander) will once end in Sorrow, 


and theſe Peals of Laughter, in gnaſhing of Teeth: But 


becauſe our Libertines put a great Streſs on the good 
Thief's Converſion, and fancy their Deaths will reſem- 
ble his, no leſs than their Lives; *twill not be amiſs io 
examine the Point. 

Firſt, St. Bernard tells us, that this Thief's Converfion 
is the only Example (to be found in Scripture) of a de- 
fei red Repentance that was ſucceſsful. But, with Sub- 
miſſion, St. Bernard miſtook in the Calculation: For this 
was not properly a deferred Repentance. The Thief an- 
Iwer'd the firſt Call of his agonizing Saviour; the firſt 
Glance of his Sacred Eyes wounded his ſinful Soul, and 
melted his hard Heart into Love and Sorrow. | 

Secondly, Ihe Thief received Pardon and Paradiſe: 
But what did he to deſerve this miraculous Favour ? He 
adored Chriſt, not ſeated on a Throne of Glory, but co- 
vered with Shame and Infamy, torn with Whips, pierced 
with Thorns, outraged by his Enemies, forſaken by his 
Friends: Beſide, ſome ſay, Life was offered this Malefa- 
Etor, if he would deny Chriſt: But he choſe rather to 
die with him, and for him, than to live without him. 80 
that now the Cauſe of his Death was changed, and he 
| 12 was faſtened to the Croſs a Robber, expired on it a 

artyr. : 

Thirdly, God ſealed his Pardon; but this AR of Grace 
Was granted on the Day of Mercy; and yet of ſo many 
Sinners that were Spectators of this bloody Tragedy, we 
know but this Thief, who was ſo fortunate as to ask 
Pardon, and to receive it. Tell me then, Dear Neander, 
ought we not rather draw Motives of Fear from the Mil- 
fortune of thouſands, than of Preſumption from the good 
Luck of one? If you look on the right Hand of our 

in 
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ing Lord, pray caſt an Eye upon the Left; and if you 
behold on the one fide a Saint, you'll diſcover a Repro- 
bate on the other, Let therefore Gentlemen learn Fear 
from the Damnation of the one, as well as from the 
other a dangerous Security, And I counſel all Chriſtians 
to draw this Concluſion from the different Deaths of theſe 
to two MalefaRors, that it's a Madneſs to deipair, and 
lay I 7 <merity ro preſume ; Unus eft ne diſperes, nnicus ne 
be- pre, Ama,. | | 5 
his herefore conſecrate the firſt Fruits of Reaſon to God ; 
w, you can't begin the Practice of Piety too ſoon, but may 
too late; Nature untainted with Vice may be 3 
od with Eaſe into any Form, and caſt in any Mould. It's 
m- a kind of tabula raſa, a Blank, that almoſt with the ſame 
to Facility receives the Characters of Angel, and of Devil; 
but when once it's ſtained with Sin, when it's byafſed 
on by ill Habits, and worſe Principles, you will find it ſtub- 
ge- born and rebellious.” Be not then fo fooliſh as to prefer 
w. Danger before Secutity, and to turn Pleafure into Toil. 
his Take Occaſion by the Fore-zop, it quickly paſles, and 
n- ſeldom returns. | 5 


nd Religion is the Ground-work of Salvation ; and there- 
fore you cannot be too tender of a thing that ſo nearly 
@: concerns your eternal Happineſs. I recommend this 
e Point to your Care with greater Eagerneſs, becaufe at 
preſent it lies under all the Diſadvantage of Contempt, 
ed and 1 fear the Gentry have a greater Hand in the Scan- 
his dal, than the Commonalty. Nothing, indeed, enters 
fa. more frequently in Diſcourſe; it's the vulgar Topick of 
to Converſation, the Subject of our Heats, the Source of 
Divitions, and by Conſequence of our Misfortunes : 
he vet not one of a hundred knows the very Meaning of 
ta me Word, and not two in a Thouſand agree upon the 
9 7 the very Ideas we have of it are wild and mon- 
tous. 5 1 „ 
5 l have heard with Indignation and Horror, fome Gen- 
tlemen pronounce ex Catbedra, That Religion is a Grie- 
ance; no Duty, becauſe it controuls our moſt noble Fa- 
| culty, the Underſtanding, and enſlaves us to blind Obe- 
if. Wl fence. | "9 2 
od Others weigh Religion by Intereſt, and proteſt, _that 
17 Vribsdoxy and Profit go _—_: So that in thoſe Men's 
4 TH '* = $5 Theology 
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Theology, Turciſm, with a 1000 J. per Aunum, is morg 
credible, than Chriltianity with 500. | 5 
Others again confound Religion with Faction, and ſo 
to carry on a black Deſign ſtrike in with any Conventicle; 
they cry out for Liberty of Conſcience, although they 


have none for Reformation though they delight in Tu- 


mults, and feign the Azgel to play the Fiend. 

Others, like an abandon'd Brat, drop it at Church- 
men's Doors, and fancy it's a Monſter of their begetting, 
Craft (ſay they) Jagling and Iutereſt brought it forth, 

whilſt Superſtition and Policy maintains it. 
But by theſe Gentlemen's leave, Religion is neither the 
Product of Spleen, nor the Fruit of Imagination; it's nei- 
ther a Statiſt's Engine, nor a Parſon's Invention; it came 
from Heayen, and was planted on Earth by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ; aud we mult either believe it here, or burn 
for our Infidelity hereafter ; He that believeth, and is bap- 
zized, ſhall be Javed; bs be that believerh wot, ſpall be 
10 | 0 | | 

- Theſe are our Saviour's Words, and they will be re- 
_ ceived, I ſuppoſe, by Chriſtians. The Apoſtle delivers 
the ſame Doctrine; Hithout Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God. Now without doubt God made Heayen for his 
Friends, not for Hfis Enemies; for thoſe who pleaſe him, 
not for thoſe who contemn his Laws, and ſport with his 
moſt peremptory Commands. Again, St. Auguſtine tells 
us, Ubi vera fides non eſt, nes poteſt vera eſſe juſtitia. 
But it's Frenzy and Illuſion to Exceſs, to fancy, that a 
Man not truly juſt, will be admitted into the eternal Joys 
of Heaven ; it follows therefore very juſtly that Salvation 


is a Chymæra out of Chriſt's Church, and by eonſequence, 
that all thoſe Libertine Gentlemen, who play with Re- 


ligion, and ſport with Faith, are in a fait way to deplore 
eternally their factious Impiety. I would have 'em 
ſpend ſome cool Thoughts on the Matter, and conſider 
ſeriouſly, whether a petty, brutiſh, ' nay, atheiſtical Satis- 
faction can countervail a perpetual Miſery, and whether 
they would not give more pregnant Proofs of Wit and 
Judgment by enquicing after the true Religion, than by 
. Jampooning all. "a | DEE ona; 
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Tell me not you lead a moral Life, you walk by the 
ight of Reaſon, and frame your Conduct by its invio- 
Lo Maxims ; that you neither curſe God, nor wrong 
your Neighbour ; that you neither invade his Lands, nor 
impeach his Reputatian ; that your Hands are not dipt in 
Blood, nor your Tongue in Gall ; that you defile no 
Man's Bed, nor encroach on his Property. Theſe Nega- 
tives will never unlock Heaven's Gate, nor place you 
in Bliſs. Faith muſt carry a Torch before you, other- 
wiſe you'll ramble in the Dark, and wander in Error, till 
the Flames vf Hell diſplay the Miſtake, and at the ſame 
time puniſh it. TE | | 
But do you think, Neander, that thoſe Men, who talk 
down Religion, and cry up Morals, are at the Bottom 
greater Friends to the one, than to the other? Alas! no; 
their Actions are as Libertine as their Belief; and if we 
may judge by Appearance, they have no more of the 
Man, than of the Chriſtian, For whoeyer ſaw theſe 
mighty Advocates of Morals, theſe Aſſertors of Regula- 
rity, ever ſtand up in Defence of Vertue, but when they 
actually condemn'd it in Practice? I have often indeed 
heard your qualified Debauchees talk moſt feelingly of 
Sobriety over Champargne, of Temperance at a full Ta- 
ble: And I once met with a Proititute, that extolled 
Chaſtity like a Veſtal. You mult therefore, when you 
meet with Infidel Moraliſts, ſuppoſe they only commend 
Vertue in Jeſt, but praQiſe Vice in good Earneſt; and 
that they are as far from enſlaving their Paſſions to the 
Laws of Nature, as theic Judgments to Divine Revelation. 
Take not Religion upon Credit; there are in the 
World Teachers of falſe Tenets, as well as Coiners of 


falſe Crowns; and as you bring theſe to the Touch-Stone, 


ſo you mult bring thoſe. To believe, you know not why, 
is rather Stupidity than Faith; it's to unfence Religion, 
to lay it open to the weakeſt Aſſault of Schiſm and He- 
teſy. In fine, to believe nothing is Madneſs, and to be- 
lieve any thing Folly. He is truly happy who walks be- 
tween theſe two Extreams, and neither believes too much 
nor too little. e 


X. 


The Religion you muſt embrace, is that which Chriſt 
revealed, and his Apoſtle's preach'd: This may be 2 
9 nie 
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nied by a Few or Z#r4, but not by a Chriſtian. For, be. 
ing God, he had Authority to command, and we have 


an indiſpenſible Obligation to obey ; nor could he ſet up 


Impoſtures for Truths, or impoſe Falſehood under the 
Mask of Divine Revelation. The Apoſtles indeed were 
Men, but inſpired from Heaven, and conſequently no 
more ſubject to Error, than the Divine Spirit that gave 
his Oracles throegh the-Organs of their Mouths. 
This is a Summary of your Duty to God: That you 
owe your Neighbour ſhall be the Subject of our next 
Entertainment. In the mean time you mult be my Gueſt 
to Day, pray refuſe me not the Favour. a 

Nean. I am at your Command; but let me defire 
you to give me theſe excellent Documents in Writing; 
they ate too long to be remember'd, and too uſeſul to be 
forgot. | | | 

Euſeb. Vil comply with your Deſires, and at my Lei- 
ſure ſet down what I can call to Memory. | 


CIC ee eee 


. DIALOGUE IV. 
Whether Gentlemen are obliged to prackiſe Vertye. 


& QCarce was Dinner ended, but in came Eleutberiut, 
“an Acquaintance of Euſebius; he was a Gentleman 
“% of a worthy Family, and of an Eſtate ſuitable to 
© his Character. Liberty and Pleaſure were his darling 
« Paſſions; and 1 have heard him ſay, he had rather 
want Grace than Wit, although he had no great Pro- 
s viſion of either. He could not endure to be Erowded 
“% with Viſits, or yoaked in Ceremony, becauſe ſuch 
“ Formalities entrench'd on Freedom, and put Liberty 
© under Conitraint; and for this reaſon he never went to 
Court: For he compared Courtiers to ſo many Slaves, 
ho move in Fetiers, and live for others, not for them- 
& ſelves ; ſometimes to work'd-down Labourers, more fit 
& for Sleep than Pleaſure. In fine, he valued Eaſe above 
© Greatneſs, and Senſuality above Conſcience, ſo that his 
% Name jumpt with his Humour; his Religion was of 
© the laſt Edition, that is, Ms cat ooh endency, 
and garniſh'd with an Oleo of upſtart Novelties-; he 
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&« aſcribed Man's Juſtification to Faith alone, and there- 
* fore condemn'd good Works as Heterodoæ, as En- 


« croachments upon Chrittian Liberty, and Grievance 


* to the Subject: Hence he hated Humiliation-Days, 
„and could never be perſwaded to faſt till he had re- 
„ galed his Appetite. One Day he moved that the Sta- 
* tute de comburendo Heretico might be revived, and ex- 
* ecute upon a Perſos for ſaying that eſtote perfecti was 
« addreſſed to Gentlemen; he look'd upon it as a ſcan- 
* dalam magnatum, and a clipping of the Privilege of 
„ Peerage. In fine, he was of Opinion, that Fancy was 
the only Rule of a Gentleman's Faith, and Pleaſure 
* that of his Actions. | | 
Exſeb. Welcome, Eleatherias, pray fit down. Why 
ſo thoughtful and recollected? 1 ſuppoſe you ate come 
from your Devotions, Morning-Service is juſt done. 
Eleuthe. Why, Man, this is not the Lord's-Day. 
Euſeb. Pray of what Religion are you? 
Elenthe. I am a Chriſtian. | 
- Euſeb. Ah, that may be, but of what Perſwaſion? For 
that Notion reaches a great way: There are Chriſtian 
Papiſts, Chriſtian Tarks, and Chriſtian [nfidels; and then 
there are Proteſtants, and Trae Proteſtants, and in fine 
there are Et cætera Chriſtians, with which of theſe do 
you convene ? . | 
Elenthe. With all, and with neither; that is, I have 
drawn off the Spirits from each, and left the Capat mor- 
tuum behind; in ſhort, my Religion is new and modiſh: 
'Tis grinned at indeed by ſome, but practiſed by the 
greater and more witty part of the Nobility ; *tis Refor- 
mation ypon Reformation. | 
Euſeb. Metal upon a Metal is a Soleciſm in Heraldry, 
and why not Reformation upon Reformation in Kelig7- 
on? But under Favour, if general Practice hits right with 
the Precepts of your Religion, they are Fly-blown ; and 
were I diſpoſed to dogrel it, I would only gloſs upon 
that Text: Follow my Counſel, Eleuiberius; ſav com- 
mon Practice claſhes with its Maxims, or elſe you'll give 


too great an Advantage to Criticiſm and Enquiry. For. 


if what you ſay be true, your Religion is without Fence, 
without Rampart, and a little Reaſon will batter the 


whole Fabrick about your Ears; for when the Queſtion _ 


is about good and evil, PraQice ſtands on the wrong fide, 
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But, Sir, let us wave Diſpute; ſuppoſing you are a 
; a Ig what Harm is there in going to Church on a 
era: | : 
Eleuthe. What Harm is it to ſink my Character, and 
Wag up iny Charter ? 
feb. Why, Praying and good Works come not with- 
in the Statute of Treaſon, I hope. | 
Eleutbe. Take care, you may flip into a Præmunire 
before you are aware. Liberty and Property are edged 
Tools now-a-days, few have meddled with them with- 
out a Scar. | 
 Exſeb. You are in a very merry Vein to Day, but me- 
thinks the Subject bears no Railery. Prithee (Drollery . 
apart) what do you[mean by Liberty, Property, and Pre- p 
munire ? | 
Eleurbe. In ſhort then, Gentlemen are not tied up to FF ,) 
Works of Supereregation, to Virtue, Perfection, and twen - < 
ty other Niceties; all the World knows that Chriſtians f 
are Free: born Subjects, exempt from the Bondage of Pre- b. 
cept and Ceremony. They date their Liberty from the pl 
Moment of their Baptiſm; and a Learn'd Clerk, let me G 
tell you, was of Opinion, that the very Ten Command- I ,, 
ments expired with the Synagogue. Now, Sir, to bring br 
Gentlemen upon their Knees to incumber their Liberty tu 
with Laws and Statutes, is to touch them in the moſt I _. 
ſenſible Part. Enghfomen will ſtand for their Birth-right, I |, 
and not give up tamely ſo conſiderable a Privilege; and 
if you ſtrive to wrelt it out of their Hands, yon may yo 
perchance repent of the Attempt. You will have to do F. 
with Numbers and Power: And though Truth ſtands far . 
you, if Force ſides againſt you, the Field will be loſt. of 
Euſeb. This is Liberty indeed with a Vengeance. Na- I fre 
ture at this rate, and Senſuality, are let looſe, and have of 
1 Field to walk in. Becayſe Chriſt came into the 12 
orld to baniſh Sin, Man may open the Gate to all Abo- ¶ nit 
minations; he may break through all the Barriers of Na- gal 
ture, Reaſon and Religion; he may cozen and murder WF the 
not only with Impunity, but alſo with Devotion. I me 
would have you draw up a Petition againſt Goals, Pillo- W on 
ries, and Execution; nay, it would not be amiſs at your W me 
next Coffee-Honſe Aſſembly, to vote down Hell allo 25 der 
a Grievance to the Freg born Subjects of the Covenant. ¶ ane 


Eleutbe. 
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Elenthe. Nay, indeed the Parſon ſtrain'd the Point, he 
has overſhot the Truth and himſelf too; but PII maintain 
at leaſt that Gentlemen are not bound upto what Divines 
call Vertze and Perfection; theſe Fooleries look well e- 
nough in a Canonical Caſſock, or a Clergy-man's Dreſs, 
but in Scarlet and Gold Lace, they make a lean Figure, 
they walk in Embroidery, as little David did in Saul's 
Armour, very awkardly, and rather furniſh Matter for 
Diverſion, than for Edification. 0 

Euſeb. Though this Theſis bas leſs of Scandal than the 
former, I am ſure ”tis equally falſe. For tell me, have 
not our Gentlemen and topping Mortals received from 
the liberal Hands of God, a far greater Allowance of 
Favour, than Vulgars? | 

Eleuthe. No doubt of it; Nobility it ſelf is a Favour 
of the firſt Claſs; it raiſes a Man above the Crowd and 
Smoak of the World, it entitles him to Honour and Re- 
ſpe ; the Prince moves here below, as the Sun does a- 
bove in Glory and Magnificence; Gentlemen are Stars 


placed above him for Pomp, State, and Ornament; beſides, 


Gentlemen's Bodies have a finer Texture of Parts, than 
thoſe of a meaner Condition ; their Complexion is more 
bright and ſprightly; their Air more polite; in fine, Na- 
ture is like Carvers, who flubber over thoſe Pieces thar 
are condemn'd to Obſcurity, and poliſh thoſe with the 
laſt Exactneſs that ſtand in View. | 

Euſeb. You argue right for me; but then you confute 
your own Theſis, For if Gentlemen have received more 
Favours than the Peaſant, certainly they are oblig'd in 
Honour, as well as Duty, to make a more ample Return 
of Gratitude. For, ſuppoſe a Prince has raiſed one 
from the Degree of a Page to that of a Lord or Captain 
of his Guards, that he has at the ſame time flung in 
120001. per Aun. to ſupport the Title, and ſet off his Dig- 
nity; has not this new dated Peer a more ſtrait Obli- 
gation to ſerve his Royal Benefactor, than a Dray- man, 
that only enjoys the common Protection of the Govern- 
ment? This is our Caſe to a Hair. You grant on the 
one Hand, that ſuch a Man lies not only under the com- 
mon and fundamental Duties of a Subject, but atſo un- 
der the additional Ties of Gratitude to ſerve his Prince; 
and on the other you confeſs, that God has with greater 
Profuſeneſs pour'd out his Liberality on Gentlemen, than 
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on Clowns and Tradeſmen ; why then is not their Obli. 
gation greater to ſerve him? | e 
Eleuthe. Their very Station and Rank, is their Patent 
of Exemption; in ſhort, they have no time: For you 
muſt allow a Gentleman ten Hours for Sleep, a Quarter 
for his private Affairs; two Hours to ſaunter from the 
Stable to the Dog-kennel; three for Dinner, and as ma- 
1 ny for Supper; almoſt Six for the Tavern, Coffee-houſe, 
4 and Theatre? So that you may ſee here remains no time ! 
for God and Vertue. 8 . | 2 
Euſeb. Your Arithmetick over-balances your Chriſtia- WI ti 
nity. Is it not ridiculous (I mean impious) to take the 2 
length of a Man's Duty by his Practice, to argue from IF a 
Fad to Right, and Subpæne Tranſgreſſion to witneſs for I} a: 
the Breach of a Precept? You have carv'd out a Gentle- I ut 
man's Time exactly enough, but not juſtly ; and 1 doubt u. 
much whether he will ſtand to it in the next World, tho“ bu 
he may perchance in this. God bids em watch and pray I 25 
in the Goſpel; and St. Paul in his Epiſtle recommends |} fal 
Sobriety and Chaſtity. Now | think Men ſeldom watch 
or pray while they fleep, and as ſeldom learn Sobriety in I car 
Taveras, or Chaſtity in Brothels, or Morality in profligate I Yo 
Converſation; tell me then not what Gentlemen do, I "ti: 
but what they ſhould do, which in ſhort is this: As they I cep 
have but one Affair to manage, which: is their Salva- 1 
tion, ſo all their Thoughts and Actions muſt look that I that 
way; if any Motion warps from this Center, they ſwerve 
from their Duty; they muſt baulk Appetite, not grati- hit 
fy it; and either ſtifle Paſſions or fetter them; they muſt 
de humble in Proſperity, and great in Adverſity, (i. e.) they the 
muſt bear that with Moderation, this without Clamouts Ithe < 
or Impatience; they muſt rather forfeit their Lives than tine, 
Conſcience, and poſtpone Pleaſure to their Duty. Theſe 
are the Offices of Gentlemen: For Men were plac'd in 
this World to cultivate Vertue, and to enjoy the Fruit 
1 of it hereafter; though they labour and ſweat from the ane 
| | Cradle to the Coffin, to advance their temporal Concerns, i 
they forward their Miſery, and interrupt their Happi- 
neſs; they ate Strangers to themſelves, and only: Gueſts 
in their on Houſe; they drudge continually, yet do 
nothing, and are laboriouſfly Idle. Tell me not then of Wiſe. 
1 Viſits, Horſes, Honnds, Taverns, and Pay- Honſes; N 
ſe Things, with ſome grains of Allowance, ee 
13 : | | | Mitte 
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mitted Gentlemen as Amuſements and Diyerfions, but not 
as Buſineſs; their Buſineſs, their Grand Concern, and 
nt their only Concern, is God's Service, and their Salva- 
m tion; and if they ſquander: the precious Moments of 
er Time he has afforded them, they abuſe the Gift and the 
he very end of their Creation. 127270 ä | 

N Eluthe. Lou are warm, methinks, and preſs very hard 
ſe, on Quality; but I ſuppoſe you are only in the Vein of 
ne  Bantering, and intend to ſhew how well you can manage 
an ill Cauſe, and that Wit and Declamation can ſome- 
ja - times ſupply the Place of Reaſon and Argument; thou 
he I art excellently qualified for the Pulpit; thou haſt Words 
\m and InveQive at Command; prithee off with thy Jump, 
for and on with a Caſſock; thou wilt run down Vice at an 
le- unmercitul Rate, and talk Debauchery out of Counte- 
abt nance ; no Sin will ſtand thee, no Hereſy, affront thee; 
no! but, by the bye, Euſebius, you are ſubje& to ſlip as well 
ray as your Neighbours; and ſometimes your Paſſion runs fo 
ids faſt, that it diſtances your Reaſon: For I think you grant 
ch that the bare Obſervation of God's Commandments will 
in © carry a Man to Heaven, what then haye we to do with 
ate I your. Works of Snpererogation, Mortification, and Aulte- 
do, ¶rities? The very Word implies Counſel only, not a Pre- 
ey cept, and by Conſequence no Obligation. f i 
va- Enuſeb. I grant what you delire, but then I muſt add, 
hat that without theſe Works of Supererogation, as you call 
tre Jem, you'll never keep thoſe Commaudments. You can't 
ati-Ihit a Mark unleſs you level higher. Gravity ſinks the 
uſt Arrow under the firſi Line of Direction in Spigkt of 
hey he Impulſe. This is our Caſe, Nature draws towards 
urs the Center, no leſs than Weight; tis wonton and liber- 
tine, and loves to range in the Latitude of ſenſual Plea- 
ſure, nat within the Compaſs of Law and Regularity. 
ow if you looſe the Rein, and give it the whole Line 


ruit of Duty to play in, twill break through that Reſtraint, 
the Fd catry you beyond it. For, let me tell yon, Appe- 
rns, {ite is not careſſed iuto Dyty, but beaten into it, and 


Paſſions ate not to be tam'd by Condeſcendence. Like 
he Mobile, the more Liberty you give em, the more 
hey ask; they muit be dieted aud brought low, other- 
viſe they' Il fly in your Face. In fine, if you will not 
- Pave 'em ask what is unjuſt, refuſe em what is lawful; 
«lides; Ladulgence aims em, it gives em a Kronen of 
5 - their 
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48 The Gentleman Inſtrudted. 
their own Power and your Weakneſs; and then if each 
ſingle one be a Match for a Giant, who can reſiſt the 
whole Band drawn upin a Body? You boggle at great 
Sins, but ſwallow little ones without Scruple or Remorſe; 
you fhut your Ears againſt the inward Calls of God's 
Grace, and ſtruggle with his Inſpirations. All theſe things 
are petty Quarrels with your Maker; they are Contempts 
and Diſteipects, though not Treafons. In fine, they are 
Sins. Now, whoſvever dare look a little Sin in the Face ! 
without Horror, will ſoon commit great ones with 
Pleaſure; for they are both really Sins, and muſt be I * 
repented of; the Difference lies only in the Greatneſs on if ! 
the one fide, and in the Littleneſs on the other. When Ma- I '! 
rius was ſent againſt the Cimbri, his Soldiers durſt not 
look the Enemy in the Face; their Gygantick Stature 
and Barbarous Aſpect cow'd the Roman Bravery : But 
when they had beheld theſe barbarous Germans three 1 
Days from the Camp, their Spirits reviv'd, and their i 5 
congealed Courage began to circulate through every IO '* 
Vein; they not only fought em, but overcame. Juſt ſo ls 
a Man educated in the Principles of Chriſlianity, can · H 
not think of the Breach of a Commandment without de. 
Trembling, without Convulſions; but then he ſlides into 
trivial Commiſſions: At firſt, a Damp ariſes over his Sto- 
mach, he is crop-fick, uneaſy, he continues on his Courſe, 
and Conſcience begins to ſlumber; its Reproaches are 
faint, its Strings ſcarce perceptible; Cuſtom flings in 3 
Doſe of Opium, and then ir falls into a Lethargy; and 
when Man is once arrived at this pitch of Inſenfibility, 
he boggles at no Impiety ; he breaks through God's Com- 
mands, and will foon ſtorm Hell to ſatisfy Paſſion. 
From whence comes this, but from your Principle, Tha 
Gentlemen are not tied up to Vertue, Patience, Humilny* 
For did ſuch Gentlemen mortify Appetite, and cruſh 
Senſuality in the Cradle; did they place all their Satis 
factions in an abſolute Obedience to their Maker's Will, 
and never allow Nature and Senſes any Play-days, they 
would not have-broke open the Inctoſures of Duty, nor 
left all in common to Licentiouſneſs; they had never 
made their Inclinations their Law, nor Pleaſures the ſole 
Boundaries of their Actions: For that Aphoriſm is moſt 
true, Nemo repens fs turpi ſi mus, no body jumps into 
ill on the ſuddain; Negligence and Diſtruſt weaken __ 
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Commands, before we venture to break em. Now ſup- 
poſing all Men are oblig'd to Vertue, ic naturally follows, 
that this Obligation lies harder on Gentlemen. 

Firſt, They lie more in the reach of Temptation, 
than People of an inferior Rank; more in view of the 
Enemy; their Circumſtances then require Vigilance ; 
they mutt ſtand Centinel, and place Out- Guards for 
fear of a Surprize. A poor Man that can ſcarce furniſh 
Neceſlaries for Life, has neither the Means nor Thought 
to pamper Luxury; Nature is work'd down, and ra- 
ther Cries out for Reſt than Pleaſure. In ſhort, he can 
ſcarce Live, much leſs Riot; Pride can't come at him, 
it muſt paſs through Muck, Smoak, and Penury to reach 
him. Now this Vice is too high ſtomach'd to ſloop ſo 
low, it loves not to lie on a Dunghil, or ſleep on Straw; 
and a Man that daily ſees and feels nothing but Want 
and Miſery; muſt be mad before he can be proud, or 
grow Vain upon any fond Preſumption : Beſides, Appetite 
is ſo kept under by Neceflity, that it can ſcarce crawl ; 
its very Deſires reach no higher than Bread to ſubdue 
Hunger; and Cloaths to fence off Cold, and veil Naked- 
neſs. No ill Object paſſes through the poor Man's Eyes 
into the Heart; they draw in no Species, but thoſe of 
Beaſts and Dunghils; ſo that whatever they behold is 
either rebating or innocent. In fine, they are below 
Temptation; and like a ſmall diſmantled Village, not 
worth ſeizing. But Gentlemen ſtand the Mark of every 
Temptation, the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, ſeem 
to have enter'd a tripple League againſt them; they are 
mark*d ont for a Slaughter and Sacrifice, they live in 


the midſt of Plague and Infection, and can't take one 


Step without meeting Danger, nor breathe without ta- 


king in Contagion; the World fawns on them; Paſſions 


revolt, and the Devil caſts Nets to enfoare them; fine 
Sights debauch the Eyes, Muſick the Ears, Ragou's the 
Taſte, Perfumes the Smell, and falſe Principles the Un- 
derſtanding; Wine heats the Paſſions, and Delicacies put 
em in a Ferment; ſo that a Gentleman is beſet on all 
ides; each Vice batters his Conſtancy, and aſſaults his 


Innocence. Now, what way can he come off with Vi- 


tory? He muſt raile Counter-Batteries, and diſmount 
thoſe Engines that play upon him; he muſt make avally, 


and face Pride with Hun, Luxury with Continency, 


Intem- 
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Intemperance with Sobtiety, and Love of Pleaſure with 
that of Duty: In Morals as well as Phyſicks Contraries 
alone deteat Contraries. Does not Nature tell us, as 
well as Experience, that when the Attack is brisk and 
vigorous the Place will infa!libly be taken, unleſs the 
Defendant beat off Force with Force, and tire out the 
Aſſailants with Reſolution, IPL 
Secondly, The Faults of the baſer ſort of Mankind are 
Perſonal. They never ſpread; like an Apoplexy they 
ſtrixe but one; the Miſchief ends where it begun, and 
one Life ſatisties its Fury. But Gentlemen's Crimes be- 
come univerſa!, like the Plague, they ſweep away whole 
Families, and drive Mortality and Deſolation before 'em. 
For the vulgar are an apiſh Generation, they live on Imi- 
tation, and are carried away by the Example of Great 
ones, as the inferior Orbs by the Motion of the ſuperi- 
or; ſo that if a Maſter throws his Vices among the 
Family, they are ſoon pick'd up, and wore as Robes of 
Honoar. For Servants that know their Fortune depends 
on a Maſter's Smile, will not eaſily diſpleaſe him. They 
eye every Motion, ſtudy his Humour, and ſtrike in with 
his Inclination: They applaud his Extravagancies firſt, 
and then adopt them by Practice. And thus by this abo- 
minable Complaiſance, Slaves oftentimes work them» 
ſelves into their Maſter's Favours, and not ſeldom into 
their Eſtates and Dignities. And then when Vice is fo 
extravagantly rewarded, both with Eſtate and Pleaſure, 
when a Man can debauch himſelf into a competent For- 
tune, without other Charges or Expence, than that of 
Conſcience, tis odds he'll venture on the Enterprize. 
Beſides, Sins ſupported with Eſcutcbeon and Title piſs 
for Grandeur : Nay, and Vice at the Head of a pompous 
Retinue is often miltaken for Vertue. For the Vulgar 
judge by the Eyes, not by Reaſon; and whatever ap- 
pears great, they conclude good, as if Glittering and Va- 
Ine were Synonymous. Who has ſpread this IIIuſion 
through the whole Maſs of theſe Morals, but the Nobi- 
Iity? Gentlemen therefore, befides the dire& Obligati- 
on of Obedience they owe to God, they lie under a col. 
lateral one of Charity towards their Neighbours, and 
by Conſequence, their Failings carry Scandal along with 
em, as well as Ditobedience; ſo that every Crime the) 
commit may be calld Legion. U 
6 | | Elenthe- 
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Elenthe. Tis time to take a little Breath, you'll over- 
heat your Lungs, and diſcompoſe your Fabrick. But pray, 
Sir, under favour, are Maſters Gaolers exoefficio? or muſt 
they be Bail for their Servants good Behaviour? 

Euſeb. No, but then they mult not be their Murderers, 

Eleuthe. Why, I ſuppoſe you don't intend to caſt ſcan- 
dalous Reflections upon the whole Progeny of Maſters ? 
Have a care, they may bring an Action of Calumny a- 
gainſt you; *cis dangerous for a ſingle Man to engage 
with Numbers. | 7 

Euſeb. Let us not diſpute of the Name, I ſay you ſtab 
Souls; if this be not Murder, *tis ſomething worſe; and 
if our Laws take no Cognizance of it, God's do. . 

Elenthe. What, Maſters muſt play the Chaplains to 
their Family, as N. N. did; they muſt on with the 
2 and Tipper, and preach to the Text of Fiſtbiy, 
Beloved, is it ſo? Is our Brother gone aſtray ? Tea verily 
to Perdition. 

Euſeb. Laughing and Drollery, are great Reliefs at a 
non - plus. I have often ſeen ſome in Converſation, when 
their Stock of Reaſon was laid out, extream laviſh of 
ſuch Impertinencies. Leave the Pulpit to the Parſon, but 
preach within your own Walls; at leaſt by Example: 
This is more perſwaſive than Words; *tis within your 
Sphere, within the Liberties of your Office and Obliga- 
tion too; or at leaſt ſhrowd your own Abominations un- 
der a Cover; let them not'take Air, they'll fit more 
eaſy on your Conſcience, and not entangle others; if 
you'll not couple together the Office of Chaplain and 
Maſter, don't that of Gentleman and De vil. +1 

Eleuthe. I perceive by your Diſcourſe, that Gentlemen 


will not gain your good Will, unleſs they put on Fetters, 


and fee their Keepers. Slavery is not fo valuable a Bleſ- 
ſing, as to be purchas'd. People often buy Liberty, but 
ſeldom Chains. I muſt ſtand forſooth upon Reſervedneſs 
and Ceremony with my Lacquey or Groom, put a Re- 
ſtraint upon my Freedom, mure up my Mouth, and ſtifle 
Mirth, or elſe cry out, Fack, under Favour ! Or pray be 
not ſcandaliz'd ! Is not this to put Fack in the Coach, and 
perch my Lord behind it? To place Tom in the Parloxr, 
and bind over Right Worſbipful to the Kitchen? In ſhort, 
Speculation and Theory may approve your Morals, Pra- 
ice cannot. We hire Men's Service, not their Devotion. 
i 4 Enſeb. | 
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i Euſeb. Very well, according to your Caſuiſtry, Prece- 
dents vie the Standard of Right, and then in the ſame 
Figure and Mode it follows plain enough, that becauſe 
/ Men damn themſetves, they do it juſtly, and we are e- 
> ternally miſerable by Law. The Conſequence is Logical 
enough, but not too Chriſtian. However, if Hell have 
* ſuch wonderful Charms, run into its Embraces : But re- 
member there is no return; and look before you jump, 
elſeyou may condemn your Folly, but- not amend it. 
quick Reſolutions are ſoon repented. 
Eleutherius, areſe in a Heat, and walked about the Room, 
Bis Pulſe beat high, and one might read the Trouble of his 
Mind on bis Cheeks. . 
Eleuthe. I love not thoſe ſevere Morals, they cow the 
Spirits, disjoint Converſation, and clog Freedom. Spleen 
„ begot 'em, Melancholy nurs'd 'em, and Envy recom- 
* mended them to the Pulpit. For I find thoſe Men are 
the great Companions of Vertue, that are not able to 
be vicious; and thoſe declaim moſt againſt Pleaſure 
that are palt enjoying it. Vet gheſe falſe Devotees will 
; needs impoſe on Gentlemen, and ſer their Impotence as 
' a Law for others. ö 
-  Exſeb. Look ye, there is no Harm done; you are ſtill 
laſtet᷑ of our Practice, though neither of us can com- 
mand Principles; theſe come not within the Precinct of 
'- your Liberty; are neither ſubjed to Change or Alterati- 
on; Semper idem, is their Motto. In a Word, Sir, I 
BR mould not my Diſcourſe to an Humorilt's Inclination, but 
to the Rules. of Truth. Judgment and Conviction move 
my Tongue, not Adulation. If I have impoſed on you, 
. unmask the Impoſture; if not, let good Humour run in 
its ordinary Channel. To ſtrike in with a Patient's Diſ- 
1 eaſe, is not Kindneſs bug Cruelty; and I believe you 
j had rather be eaſed of a Diſtemper with Coloquintida, 
than to be ſent into the next World with Fuleps. 
. . Eleathe. It's true, but I would not be debarred of El- ©! 
do- Room, not Peg fit in the Srocks, or be awed ct 
= by a Groom or a Foot-Boy. I would not bid Defiance I te 
tds Conſcience, nor War upon the Almighty. I am wi- I 
| . to an Agreement upon honourable C 
„ Conditions. TR | 1 | fly 
 - * Þ,Exſeb. What? Will you ſtand upon Terms with your 
Maker! and, Article" with your Creator? id eſt, you'll WW 9! 
oe EE ES vouchſafe | 
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vauchſafe to be his Servant, provided he takes off all - 
Reſtraint from Nature, and give you leave to live & 
Diſcretion? Fye fye, Eleuiberius, you are too weak to 
grapple with the Omnipotent, when he commands you 


. 


, 


 Elexthe. Right, when he commands; the Queſtion is 
not de jure, but de facto, not whether he can command - 
theſe I rifles you ſpoke of, but whether he has commanded 
'em. For in ſhort, we bawl upon the Topick of Vertne, 
and Vice, and yet we ſcarce know what we wow d he at. 
For what one Country approves another condemns; and 


what deſerves the Halter under one Elevation merits a Pa- 


tent under another. The Lacedemoniant, rank'd ſubtil 
Thefts among the- Vertues, and pmiſh'd. your elumſy 
Lurchers; as if the Sin conſiſted in the Diſcovery alone. 
In other Places it's an A& of Piety to feed heartily on a 
deceaſed Relation, and an unpardonable Crime toi de- 
liver a Father over to the Mercy of Worms. 
Euſeb. What do you mean? "£0 . 1600 
Elenthe. I mean, that Good and Evil, Right and 
Wrong, Vertue and Vice, lie much in Fanty and Educa- 
tion ; that Policy and Cuſtom coin theſe different Noti- 
ons. Why elſe is the ſame thing Good under pne Meri- 


dian, and Evil under another? .Popery,in taly, France; 


>, 


and Spain, is voted Orthodox; in England Heterodoxy' * 


Beyond Seas Falling and Celibacy are meritorious, in Eug- 


land Celibacy is Supetſtitious, Vain and *'Hypocrivieal. 


So that in Concluſion, Goòd and Bad Vary with) the Cli- 


mate, and by Conſequence take their Being from Imagi- 


#3 


* 


* 


nation, Intereſt, or Civil Authority, unleſs you'll aß 


that all Mens Reaſon is not of the ſame Species. 

Euſeb. No doubt, you have harangued. exeellently on 
the Text of Libertiatſin; why don't you- confound alt 
Religions, as well as all Adions? 


o 
- 


eam. | believe he does: For if Vertue and Vice differ f 


only in Name, Faith and Infigeligy may cabily be rec. 
— — as good —_ 


ciled, and then Mahometiſm may 
tenſious to Revelation as Chriſtianity. ', _ 

 Enſeb. Prithee Eleutherius, talk no, more of Faith, of 
Church, of Religion ; thy Breath ſme}lgr nk enough to 
fly-blow Truth, and to taint the Goſpel; r 


Elenthe, Adieu; my Buſineſs calls upon me: Pray let SO 


our next Converſation be more palatable. 
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Exſeb. By all means; we'll talk of Hine, Women, and 
Venſon Paſiies; theſe are palatable Topicks for Epicures 
and Scavingers, but not for Gentlemen and Chriſtians. 
__ Eleathe. Gentlemen, your humble Servant. oo 

Euſeb. You ſee, Neander, Eleutberius's univerſal Pra- 
- Qice, drawn up in ſhort; can Blindneſs, Stupidity and 
Madneſs ſoar higher? Like crowned Viaims theſe un- 


happy Creatures dance and ſing under the fatal Stroke 


without Concern, without Senſe of the Danger! They 
laugh and droll one Moment, and begin the next to weep 
eternally. Oh Frenzy! They poſt in full Speed in the 
broad Way to Perdition, and will needs be told they ſpur 
to Heaven! What Notions have theſe Men of the other 
World, who live fo madly in this! Surely they fancy the 
Soul flaſhes into nothing, when the Body falls into Dull, 
and that they die like Beaſts, they live ſo like *em. Yet 
theſe are your well bred Gentlemen, your Men of Parts 
and Merit: And indeed one muſt have extraordinary 
Breeding to compliment our ſelves into Hell; one 
mult be witty to Madneſs, and prudent to Folly, to con- 
tcive our eternal Miſery ſo efficatiouſly. But ſeeing they 
will not profit by owe InſtruQtions, let us, Neander, by 
their Stupidity : We'll leave them to themſelves; their 
Vices can't damn us; both Glory and Puniſhment are 
perional; we have made a Day's Work of it; to mor- 
row we'll proſecute the ſame Subject. tl 


FFP 
„„ 
A Proſecution on the ſame Subject. 


1 ꝙ— at his Return to his Lodging, grew un- 
pe * ealy' and ſullen; the late Diſcourſe had alarm'd 
* his Fears, and awak'd his Conſcience, which began in 
« good Earneſt to call him to an Account, and flung be- 
« fore him an ungrateful Joarnal of his Vices. The un- 
% happy Gentleman was unacquainted with ſuch Re- 
* proaches, he ſcarce underſtood the Language, and 
found in himſelf no Inclination to learn it. He thought 
* he had treated Conſcience ſo ill, it would not have the 
„Confidence to return; and indeed for ſeveral Years he 
heard no News of it; which made him ſuſpe& it was 
n EF „„ - wayalth 


:, 
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« deceaſed, or had taken a Turn to the Indies for Di- 


« verſion. s % | . 

do that he kgew not what to make of theſe unuſual 
« Gripes, of theſe Aches of the Stomach. At firſt he ſu- 
ſpected Euſebius had Intelligence with Satan; and cried 
Out for a Divine and Exorciſm. For why (ſaid he) can't 
« Potions conjure up from Hell the Devil ot Fear, as well 
as Philtrams raiſe the Fury of Love? But he ſoon con- 
« feſs'd, the Devil's Buſineſs was to deaden Remorſe, 
* not to quicken it; to gag Conſcience, not to provoke 
« it into Clamours and Reproaches. 

4 Though Euſebius had argued down the Gentleman's 
% Unaerſtanding, he made no Impreſſion upon his ill; 


though this Faculty be really blind, it affects Com- 


„ mand, and ſeldom fails to uſurp the Government en- 
© tail'd on Reaſon, whenever it's ſeconded by the Re- 


„ bellious Mabile of unruly Paſſions. Hence it comes 


that our Judgment generally ſtrikes in with our Incli- 
nation, and ſeldom pronounces againſt our Intereſt 


and Pleaſure. 


« Elentherins had been train'd up in the wild Princi- 
© ples of Libertiniſm; and having taſted the Sweetneſs 
“ of an uncontrouled Liberty, he fund in himfeltno 
« Propenſion to enflave his Reaſon to the Rules of Reve. 
« lation, nor his Practice to the Laws of Morality; 
« wheretore he brib'd his Hill to over-reach his Reaſun, 
« and very eagerly helpt on the ſzpoſixre, His Endea- 
« your proved ſucceſsful; for in Spight of Conviction 
« he queſtioned the Arguments of Ex/eb:as, and laid his 
late Defeat on the Weakneſs of his own Abilities, - not 
« on the Force of his Adverſaries Reaſons: And now 
« his Conſcience began to ſpeak in a lower Tone; it 
« upbraided him with a fainter Accent and a kind of 
« Reſpet; nor did he doubt but a ſecond Conference 
« would ſend it again beyond Sea; but he would not 
« leave the Cauſe to his own Management, bit pitch 


« upon his Friends, a Bariſter anda Coeptier, whom he 


% ſuppoſed to be mighty Wits, becauſe they laught at 7: 


« Picty zo Scandal. The Deſign was laid handfomely, 
and had a promiſing Aſpe& ; for though the Lawyer 
„managed his ill Tongue, the other was <xcellent at 
his Weapon, and fo might puſh on the Caufe with a 
* fleet Point, as well as with a brazen Forehead. a 

3 Elenthe- 


Con ck eee 


— 
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4%. Fleautberins next Morning defired Euſebius to favour 
« him with a Viſit in the Evening; he promiſed to meet 
„ him at his Houſe, and put off Neander till the next 
% Day. He went at the Time appointed, but found 
« only Elenzherizs's Lady at home. She received Enſe- 
% tut with Civility, and deſired him to expect her 
_ ©& Husband's Return. Tek ix 
« She was a Lady of the Town, an Admirer of Eaſe, 


« and a mortal Enemy to Conſtraint. One Part of the 
« Morning ſhe lay in her Bed, the other ſhe ſat at her 


“ Toyiet. She ſpent the Evening either in — Vi- 


4“ ſits, or rung nk Her Wit run before her Judg- 


„ ment, but her Tongue diſtanc'd both. In fine, her 
© Thoughts ſoared not an Inch above Earth. She was 


& wedded to the World, enchanted with the preſent, 


* 


and unmindſul of the future. | 


- « After ſome uſual Civilities, Pray, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) : 


give me leave to enquire what 'paſs'd between my 
«© Husband and you Yeſterday, he return'd ip Diſorder; 
«© Thope there was no Blood des nm. © 

Euſeb. None: My Duelling-Days, Madam, are paſt, 
my Sword has flept ſome Years in the Scabbard, and 


nothing but an extraordinary Occaſion ſhall releaſe it 


from that Confinement. © . ; 
Lady. Perchance, you bled his Pocket; Bleeding is 
ſenſible to ſome Conſtitutions in that Vein; and I have 
ſeen Perſons who would tet out feven Ounces of Blood 
with fewer Grimaces, than one of Silver. And indeed 
Eleutherius is of this Humour, his Money and Patience 
go together. Fo ay F 5 
Euſeb. We paſt the Afternoon in Diſcourſe, not in 
Play, and i ſuppoſe he took Pet becauſe we could not 
agree upon the Point in Queſtion. 


Lady. You ſurprize me, Sir; he and I play at Croſs 


88 every Day; nay, we ſeldom are of the fame 
pinion : Vet you would take him for a Dove without 
Gall, without Paſſion, yea, without Senſe, he bears my 


Humour fo tamely : Certainly you diſcuſs'd a Matter of 


Importance, to talk him into ſuch an extraordinary Di- 
ſtemper. May I be ſo rude, as to ask you the Subject of 
your Converſation? | | 

Enaſeb. Madam, the Subject was, Whether the Gentry 
be not oblized to practice Chriſtian Vertues; and * 
VESTS ; Fn? 6 Spe, | tn! 
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N this Precept, be perfect, falls not as heavy On Lords and 
t Ladies, as on Valets de Chambres and Waiting Women ? 
t Elxtherigs maintained the Non-obligation, and treated 
me with Heat and Paſſion, becauſe I would not give up 
- the Goſpel to eſpouſe his Error. 3 
r Lady. Indeed, Sir, I do not enter into Men's Concerns, 
but I am of Opinion, that Precept reaches not our Sex. 
A Our Conſtitution is delicate, ſoft, and unattempting, more 
2 fit for Eaſe than Labour, and more inclinable to Pleaſure 
r than Pain. Beſides, Liberty is our Favourite, and Con- 
- ſtraint our mortal Enemy. The very Name ofa Precept 
- Bf chills our Blood, and the Obligation of a Command is 


r in invincible Temptation to tranſgreſs it. God therefore 
5 ſeeing our Nature unapt for Burden, cannot ſurely over- 
t, charge it with Prohibitions or Commands. 


8B Exſcb. But I ſuppoſe, Madam, you have ſome Preten- 
) ſons for Heaven; you hope to enjoy God in the next 
y World, as well as his Creatures in this. 
by Lady. I'll endeavour to be happy here, and hope to be 
ſo hereafter. Surely, Sir, you don't take me for a Fapo- 
t, neſe without Soul, without ExpeQation of a future State? 
d Enſeb. No, Madam; but of too much Liberty of 
ic Principle and Education roo. But pray, how will you 
' 8 fd God unleſs you ſeek him? And how will you be re- 
is ceived into Heaven at your Death, unleſs you prepare 
ve the Way to it by Vertue in your Life? + 
d Our Saviour was pleaſed to aſſure Mankind, that the 
ed W Way to Heaven is #arrow and une ven: Perchance your 
ce Ladyſhip has fallen upon a more convenient Road, and 
intend to ride thither in a Coach and Six. 
in Lady. I ſeek his Will in the Bible, and his Preſence 
ot in the Church. © © „ e 
Eaſeb. But do you alſo in your Actions? Alas, Ma- 
oſs dam, the Knowledge of God's Commands will not fave 
ne Jou; and I ſuppoſe many mourn in Hell, who ſometimes 
ut I viſited the Church on a Sunday. You know, Madam, the 
ny I greate(t part of human Actions are of themſelves indiffe- 
of rent, and take theit Value from the Intention: They mult 
)i- I be directed to God's Honour, to benefit our Souls; and 
of tend to his Glory, to forward our Salvation. May I be 
lo bold, as to entreat your Ladyſhip to favour me with | 
ry a brief Account of the Method you uſe in the Oblation 
„„ T SS 135 TR 6 
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Lady. Sir, I have not yet reſolved on a Confeſſor; ] 
own no ſuch Obligation; and I am not diſpoſed to Works 
of Supererogation ; and therefore you mult not expe& 
to 2 my Conſcience, or to read my Thoughts. 

aſeb. I confeſs, I am not quite furniſh'd for the Em- 
ployment of Direction; and I had rather be condemn'd 
to the driving of Zyozs, than to be leading of Beata's. 


But however ſeeing you are pleas'a to refuſe me the Fa- 


vour I demanded, you will let me try at leaſt if I can hit 


Madam, if you date not offer vp your 


on your Method. ; 2 | 
« Omnipotent Eternal God! for thy ſake I intend to 


« devote every Action of this Day to the World, with- 
« out leaving one Thought for Heaven, My only Care 
<« ſhall be to have none, and my only Study to avoid So- 
& licitnde. Pl] glitter in Silks and Silver, and hang 
© Lordſhips in my Ears ; tho* my Sons become Laqueys, 
« my Daughters Chamber-mards, and my Husband faits 
« out my —— in the King's. Bench or the Marſpalſea, 
« PH want nothing at Table but Appetite, and rather 


run upon Tick, than keep within the Bounds of Fru- 


« gality or Decency. After Dinner Ill either give or re- 
& turn Viſits, and entertain the Company at the Expence 
& of Modeſty and Charity. And in the Evening I'll 
« drive to Hlide-Parł, and from thence -ſtrike off to a 
Ball or a Comedy. Ill pleaſe thoſe Gallants who pleaſe 
« me; and ſmile on thoſe who extol my rare PerfeQi- 
„ ons. All this, O God! I offer up, c. 
In good Earneſt, Madam, dare you banter. the Meſt 
High at this monſtrous Rate? Would not ſuch an Offer- 
ing (like that of Cain) draw down a Curſe inſtead of 
a Bleſſing? What! do we ſeek God by trampling upon 
his Commands, and merit Heaven by deſerving Hell! 
Or is not this a faithful Copy of your Piactice? ls it not 
your Study, your Buſineſs, your only Employment to 
invent new. ilcaſures, and then to enjoy em? Now, 
| Aions to God, 
with what Face can you expect a Reward! Will he re- 
compence Vice, and erown Impicty? Or have I miſie- 
preſented, your Condud? Don't you rave. after Pleaſure, 
Vanity, and Gallantr 7. e e 
Lady. What then? 8 85 . 
Euſeb. St. Paul is very poſitivę, That a N uman that liveth 
ia Fleaſere, 1; dead while jbe liveth : She lives in Appea- 
| — rauce, 


Tt 


cance, but is dead in Effect; ſhe has indeed the Life of 
Senſe, but not that of Grace, and by Conſequence will 
never enjoy that of Glory. 0 | 

Lady. Pray, Sir, can't a Woman wear dne Apparel 
without forfeiting her Robe of Innocence? Muſt ſhe riſe 


from a full Table to ſuffer eternal Hunger? Mult the be 


convey'd from the Play-Houſe into a Place of Torments? 
Can't we be happy in the next World, unleſs we lie con- 
tinvally ſtretcht on Racks and Tortures in this? F 

Euſeb. Our Bleſſed Saviour, Madam, ſhall be heard, 
if you pleaſe, upon this Point. oe be to the Rich, 10 
thoſe that feaſt to thoſe that laugh. You have, Madam, 
a plentiful Eſtate, you regale your Appetite, you laugh 
ſometimes at your Neighbour's Vertues, and as often at 
the Expence of his Reputation: Do not therefore our Sa- 
viour's Maledictions concern your Ladyſhip? And will 
he receive you in the next World with an Ezge, who 
ſtrikes you with a tripple Ye in this? | 

Lady. You miſapply Scripture, to forge an Argument, 
and play the declaiming Pedant: Is it a Sin to viſit the 


Play- Houſe, to dance at a Ball, to have a comfortable 


ps a well furniſh'd Table, and upon Occaſion to 
, | 

Exſeb. I anſwer firſt, though theſe Adions taken in 
Retail are not criminal, yet taken in a Lump they can't 
de innocent. For is it lawful, do you think, to conſe- 
crate all the Moments of your Lite to Eaſe and Pleaſure, 
to careſs Pafſion, and court Senſuality, to make Satis- 
faction the Principle and End of all your Deſires aud 
Endeavours, and not to give Vertue the very Place of an 
Acceſſory > What mean thoſe Precepts of Se Denial, of 
ſuffering, of mortifying the Sallies of the Flejo * Do they, 
ſtand for Cyphers in the Goſpel, or were they made meer- 
ly to tranſgreſs? Did the Son of God eſpouſe our Nature 
with all its Infirmities? Did he ſuffer Hunger, Perſecu- 


tion, Whips and Death to purchaſe us Grace, to be 
drawn from Hide-Park to the Theatre, from thence to 


Balls and Feaſts? Did we come into the World to dance 
Minxets and Rigadoons? To ſing Airs either amorous or 
uncharitable? | 

Secondly, To ſee a Play that is either innocent or in- 


ſtructive, is no Sin. But then to ſee five hundred Plays, 


that from the Prologue to the Epilogue, are either _ 
| | Wit 
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with Blaſphemy, or larded with Atheiſm, or embroide. 
red with Smut and Ribaldry, is a Sin. Can a Chriſtian 
with a ſafe Conſcience take Pleaſure in hearing the Name 
of his Redeemer reviled, in ſecing every part of his cru- 
cificd Saviour recruciſied in horrid Oaths? Does a Spe- 
ctator of this ſecond Crucifixion bear him more Reve- 
Tence, than thoſe of his Firſt? Can you ſee without a 
Crime, Vertue brought every Evening to the Scaffold 
Either as a Criminal or a Harlequin to be puniſh'd or hoot- 
ed at; and Vice tread the Stage firſt with Pomp, and 
then go off with Reward? ls it not a Sin to countenance 
one? And who countenances thoſe Scenes of Liberti- 
niſm but thoſe who pay the Players and applaud the Poet? 

Ido not lay it's a Crime preciſely to dance ſometimes 
at a Ball, to ſing an Hire a la mode, to enjoy a fair Eſtate, 
to fit at a full Table, or to wear a gandy Mantua, if you 
clear Accounts with Merchauts and Taylors. But, Ma- 
dam, theſe Amuſements are waited on by ſo violent, ſo 
provoking Temptations, that a LUMy ſmitten (to tran- 
ſport and dotage with theſe Vanities) will certainly fall 
into many crying Ottences, and by conſequence draw 
down upon her ſinful Head both the Maledictions and 
Vengeance of our Bleſſed Saviour. 

For alas! if the moſt walchful are ſometimes ſurpri- 
zed, are not thoſe in Danger who ſleep in the very Camp 
of their Enemies? If thoſe Chriſlians can ſcarce over— 
come the Allurements of Vice, who confine themſelves to 
Retirement and Solitude; who check Appetite, who balk 
Paſſion, and crucity the Fleſh; will thote withſtand the 
Attacks of Concupiſcence, the Aſſaults of Satan, tie 
fawning Charms of the World, who inflame the Blood 
with high Feeding, who embolden Paſſion by a criminal 
Condeſcendence, and focliſhly brave the Force of the 
Devil's battering Engines without the Armour of Pray'r, 
Humility, and Mortification ? i] 24. 

Lady. Pray, Sir, be pleaſed to cut out ſome Work for 
Ladies; ſet em a Task, regulate their Employment; 
1 ſoppoſe you'll remove us at leait four Miles from Lon- 
don, as the Government does, on Occaſion, Papiſis; or 
provide us with Wheels and F lax; or confine us to the 
Dairy to make Cheeſe-Cakes and Cuſtards for the Famil). 
Euſeb. No, Madam, Town-Air is proper for your 
Complexion. I am not for Removal into the Campaign, 

nor 


f 


The Gentleman TyſtruJed. 61 


nor for gracing your Ladyſhip with the Title of Spinſtreſs ; 
(tho" perchance the Law does) I am of no levelling Prin- 
ciples; Quality has Prerogatives, and I would have you 
maintain *em; But then it you are a Lady, you are alſo 
a Chriſtian, and muſt make good the Character, id eſt, 
you mult love thoſe very things you hate, and hate thoſe 

ou dote on: Eaſe is your Darling, and Pleaſure your 

avourite Inclination ; you muſt witidtaw your Affecti- 
on from the one, and proſecute the other with Averſion; 
you pamper your Body to Excefs, and careſs it almoſt 
to Idolatry; you muſt treat it like an Enemy; you muſt 
cut off all ſuperfluous Sollicitude, and [tint it to what is 
meerly neceſſary ; your Equipage and Furniture muſt 
anſwer your Rank, not your Vanity; and you mult 
meaſure em alſo by your Husband's Eltate, as well as by 
his Quality; you muſt educate your Children in the 
Fear of God, and give 'em Breeding ſuitable to their 
Extraction. | ag : 

* Her Ladyſhip flew out into a Pafſion; and had not 
* Elextherias returned in the Nick of I ime, Exſebins 
* might have found by Experience, that good Counſel 
* is oftentimes ill received: But Eleutberius's Preſence 
* conjured the Tempeſt. He begg'd Euſebius's Pardon 
„for having diſappointed him, and told him ingenu- 
* ouſly, he came from beating the Drum, to invite two 
Volunteers to continue the Combat, that they refu- 
* ſed to enter into. Service. | 

« Pray, Sir, replied Exſebizs, let the Controverſy ſleep, 
„have delivered my Opinion, if it jars with yours, 
„J cannot help it; you are your own Maſter. After 
© ſome indifferent Diſcourſe, Ezſeb:izs returned home, 
* and the next Day gave a Viſit to Neander, and pro- 
* ſecuted his former Diſcoutſe thus. 


* * ® — 
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DIALOGUE vl. 


Euſebius inſtrucłt Neander in the Duties that regard 
our Neighbour. b 


Chriſtian Duty that relates to God. III now 


Euſeb. 1 Toucht briefly. at our laſt Meeting the Branch of 
52 ſumm 
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ſumm up the moſt eſſential Parts of your Obligation to- 
wards your Neighbour. Ys 


| 5 | 

Love your Neighbour, as your ſelf, ſays the Text; and 
our bleiſed Redeemer aſſures us, that Love, Concord 
and Union are the moſt 1 Qualities of a 
Chriſtian. The primitive Believers ſet ſuch a Value on 
this darling Vertue of God made Man, that one Hear 
ſeem'd to animate all rheir Bodies, and one Soul to go- 
vern all their AQions: So that the very Heathens, who 
hated their Religion, admired their Charity, and were 
forc'd to confeſs, that nothing but a Divine Hand could 
ſtrike that Heavenly Concord from ſuch a Difcord of 
Humours, Inclinations and Intereſts. 

And leſt Self. Love might reſtrain the Word Proximu;, 
as the Fews confine it, to Country-men, Friends and Re- 
lations, our Saviour has been pleas'd to extend it to all 
Mankind; ſo that without Diſtinction, without Limita- 
tion, it takes in the whole Species. Whoſoever bears 
the Impreſs of God on his Forehead, pats, © he carry 
that of the Beaſt on his Heart, is ſtill our Neighbour. 
No Diſtance of Place can cut off the Affinity, no length 
of Time can wear out the Obligation. 

Nor muſt this Divine Vertue only play on our Tongue, 
or evaporate into genteel Diſcourſes, or ſmooth Compli- 
ments wrapt up in Terms of Courtſhip ; no, it muſt not 
end in Grimace or Ceremony, but ſtand the Teſt of A- 
Qion; fine Proteſtations of Kindneſs too too often veil 
traiterous Deſigns, and ſugar'd Words poiſonous In- 
tentions: Nor is it a new Treachery to preſent the 
Olive of Peace with one Hand, and the Stiletto with 
the other. " 

Chriſtian Charity taken in its full Latitude, _ implies 
Precepts both negative and poſitive; by thoſe you are 
moſt ſeverely forbid to contrive any Miſchief againſt 
your Neighbour; by theſe you are commanded to be as 
uſeful to him as, your Circumſtances permit, and his 
Neceſlities require. 2 


Hence you muſt not invade your Neighbour's Honovr, 
nor make any Attempt upon his Reputation: A X poo 
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Name is no contemptible Treaſure; the Viſe Max pri- 
zes it above an Eſtate; it ſets off Birth, and gives an. 
Air even to Poverty; it ſhines brighter than Wealth, and 
ſpackles more than all the Tinſel Gawdry of Fortune; 
it ſupports Grandeur, and ſweetens Misfortune. A Bank- 
rupt that has loſt his Coin, if he has not forfeited his 
Honour, has a Reſource at Command. Though his For- 
tone be fallen, he has a Fund to rebuild iton! But a Man 


without Honour is dead to all the Offices of Society and 
Commerce; mow when his moral Capacity lies in the 


Grave, his Phyſical one alone creates Miſery and Con- 
tempt to himſelf; Sport for ſome, and Pity for orhers. 

God has ſo entailed this Bleſſing to every Individual, 
that it's not at our Diſpoſal; we can neither make over 
this Property by Deed of Gift, Bill of Sale, or Mortgage 
it at Pleaſure. Much leſs can any other Man lay any 
claim to it. You may commence a Sute of Law againſt 
me, if you think I am your Debtor; but you can't put 
in a Bill againſt my Honour. If 1 have wrong'd you, 
ſue for Satisfaction; ſtrain my Goods, but aſſail not my 
good Name. Pres : 

Yet, Good God! with what Freedom, with what 
Boldnefs do we ãttack our Neighbour's Reputation? One 
would think Fame, like boza adeſpota, Goods without 
Owner, belonged to the firſt Invader. 

DetraQion is univerſally the Diſcourſe 2 la mode, not 
only among the Frie, but alſo among the Nobility. Our 
Converſations are begun and carried on at our Neigh- 


bour's Expence, and fo we laugh and riot at Free-coſt; 
we drag out his molt ſecret Failings to the Bar, nay, 


and haul 'em to Execution without Authority, without 
Warrant, yes, with a greater Crime. 
Suppoſe his Crimes were real; what then? Who made 
us Judges? Who Commiſſioned us to hang the Delinquent 
n Efigy? To proclaim on the Houfe Tops what he 
committed in his Cloſet ? Though he hag loſt his Honour 
in the Sight of God, he ſtands fair in the Eſteem of Men, 
and has Right to continue ſo, till his Crimes betray them- 


elves, and expoſe his Iniquity to the Publick: If he 


bas done ill, God will call him to a ſevere Account, but 


we muſt not intermeddle. It's our Duty to pity a Sin- 


ner, and to pray for him, but not to vpbraid him. 


I only 


The Gentleman Inſtrudted. 63 
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64 The Gentleman Inſtiuded. 
I only jeſted, (ſays one.) But why muſt Ipay for your 
Diverſion? Though you publiſh my Faults in Jeſt, you 
ſtab my Reputation in Earneſt. But beſides, by this ve. 
ty Excuſe you acknowledge your ſelf a Fool, to prove 
our Innocence: For to jeſt and to play the Fool are in 
raQtice Synonymous. 5 „ 
He is my Enemy, (ſays another.) Did you inform the 
Company of this Circumſtance, you might, perchance de- 
tract more, and ſin leſs; for who believes an Enemy! 
On ſuch an Occaſion all goes for Satyr and InveQive, 
When the Heart is out of Tune, the Tongue never goes 
right; but you whet and oyl your Darts, that they may 
pierce deeper. You command me to conceal your Paſſi- 
on, and then detect my Life to ſhew me for a Monſter; 
and thus you call in Artifice to ſecond Malice, and miſ- 
— it, to ruin an Innocent, and to enhance yoh. 

1 | | . 
But why am Iyour Enemy? Becauſe I would not te- 
ſolve to be your Dupe, You ſet Traps to enſnare me; 
I diſcovered the Ambuſcade, and had Wit to avoid it: 
And thus you take the Liberty to beſpatter my Fame, 
becauſe you wanted Power to affront my Perſon. 

Vet, though I am your Enemy, you are not, I ſup- 
poſe, an Infidel. If I have failed in my Duty, muſt you 
betray yours for Company? You are a Chriſtian, and 
muit therefore either forget or forgive. My Impiety can- 
not warrant yours. Revenge is caxſa mayer” and only be- 
longs to the Court of the moſt _ t his Bar alone 
wie mult plead our Caufe, and from his upright Judg- 

ment we mult expect Redreſs. a 4 
Ab, Dear, Neander! Let us turn our Eyes homeward; 
and examine our own Condudt; we may perchance find 
there Matter for Satyr, and Work for Repentance, Here 
we may blame without Detraction, and condemn with- 
out Sin. But it's both mean and unchriſtian, (like Flies 
to hover about our Neighbour's Stores. Put a Centinel 
over your Tongue; it's a ſlippery Member; Nature has 
framed it for Motion, and Malice has fitted it for any 
Miſchief; a Child can ſet it a running, but all the force 
of Reaſon, all the checks of Conſcience are not able to 
ſtop it in its Career. | Lal 

t above all things be cautious and tender of Ladies 
Reputations: A Woman's Honour, like her Sex, is — 
| | co 
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ww; MW complexion'd;.the very Breath ſullies its Luſtre, and a 
ou MW Touch daſhes it in Pieces. Wounds made by the Tongue, 
re- (like the biting of Crocodiles) are above the healing 
we I Virtue of Balſam, and the Skill of Surgery. Qauod den- 
in WY tibus laceravit, nunguam ſanatur. An indiſereet Word 
bolted out at random, without Deſign, without Malice, 

the oſtentimes ſtabs the Fame of the Female Sex, and every 
de. Wound is Mortal. td 5 
My Blood has often curdled in my Veins, when I heard 
ve. Gentlemen magaify their infamous Conqueſts, and raiſe 
does Ml crael Trophies on the Ruins of Women's Honout: I had 
nay not Patience to hear the Bravades, nor Power to hinder 
i- 'em. What will theſe People bluſn at (thought I) 
er: ¶ who proclaim their Infamy, and promulge their Shame? 
niſ· Certainly they mult think it a fine thing to be a Monſter; 
oh. why elſe do they triumph in Lewdneis, and ſport with 

— EDebauchery? ? 04.5 2<; | hag 
te: Theſe mighty Victories are either real or pretended ; 
ne; MW if real, can Fancy frame any ing more dilingeuuous, 
it: more diabolical,. than firſt to wheedle a Lady out of her 
me, ¶ Innocence, and then to proſtitute her Honour to the wan- 

ton Caprice of a Club of Reprobates, who will not fail 

ſup- to diſcover her Shame at the next Rendezvous; and to 
you multiply their own Crimes by lampooning hers ? Here 
and is a Brace: of Sins, both ſmell ſtrong of Malice, both 
-an- ¶ forebode Damnation. 11052 352785 
de · ¶ If pretended only, the Crime is yet of a deeper Dye; 
one tis of a more formidable A ſpect, of a more gygantick 
1dg- MN Size: Here is Innocence at the Block, and Guilt com- 

J mits the Murder. 3 : Tan} Eos 
ard; 1 know in the next World God will call to a moſt 
find I ſevere Account theſe Chriſtian Canibals that welter in 
Jere © Blood, and (like famiſh'd Wolves) worry their own Spe- 
zich- ¶ cies. But I would have the Wiſdom of the Nation make 
lies) ſome Provition againſt ſuch brutal, ſuch inhumane At- 
inel N tempts. Why ſhall a Highwayman hang for taking 
has MW my Purſe, and a Rake go unpuniſh'd, who invades my 
any © Honour? Why ſhall a Rape upon a Woman's Hoey be 
orce tevenged with a Halter, and Violence upon her Fame 
e to de rewarded with Applauſe? If the Faults be greater, 
Eby are not the Puniſhments, at leaſt equal? Why is 
dies I there not a Reſtraint on the Tongue as well as on the 
ſoft I Hands? Is it becauſe it's leſs capable of Diſcipline ? 


7 


66 The Gentleman Tyfrudled. 


What, - muſt the Greatneſs of the Miſchief be a Plea fot 
Impunity ? Becauſe this pany petulant Member commit 
more diſmal Crimes than our whole Body, muſt ic en- 
joy a more uncontroll'd Liberty? I wbuld have theſe 
Beaſts of Prey forc'd out of Savageneſs and Cruelty b 
Law and Diſcipline ; they ſhould be clapt in the 'Ponnd, 
or cooled with a hot Iron: Or at leaft we ſhonld keep 
in Pay a Brigade of Hunters to ferret our Defamators. 
and to clear the Nation of this noxious Vermine, as 
once we did of Wolves: But I fear the Diſtemper is pal: 
Cure; thoſe who are infected carry the Contagion to 
the Grave. Not one in a thouſand repents. 
Nean. Why ſo ? Is Detraction one of thoſt Sins that 
are neither pardoned: in this Life nor the other? True 
Sorrow is a Catholicon, an univerſal Slave for all the 
Wounds of Conſcience. oh TA » 50 
Euſeb. Right, true Repentance has a kind of Omnipo- 
rence; it diſarms divine Juſtice, and turns God into Mei- 
ey, but then ir muſt be true, real, ſincere. Now, do 0 
think, theſe Men of Honour (as they are pleas'd to lite 
themſelves) will ever reſolve to repair a ruin'd Reputs- 
tion at the Expence of their own? Will they ſet a dil- 
jointed Fame at their own Charge? No, no! 
Mean. Can't I te · inſtate a Man in the juſt Poſſeſſion of 
his Honour, without forfeiring my own? Expreſs your 
Mind clearer, I conceive not what you would be at. 
© Exfeb. Detraction is a Sin againſt Juſtice, and therefore 
by the Laws of God and Nature the Offender lies un- 
det an indiſpenſible Obligation of indempityiong the in- 
jur'd Perſon. Non remittitur peccatum, doner reftituatur 
ablatam. Now the Detracter rifles his Neighbour's Ho. 
nour, he blaſts his Reputation, he muſt therefore male 
good the Loſs; and as the Tongue is guilty of the Theſt, 
lo it muſt make Satisfaction. For the Wounds of Ho- 
nout are only head by the Inſtrument that made em 
The Criminal muſt acknowledge his Fault, he mult con- 
feſs that Pafſion run away with his Reaſon; that Ma- 
lice carried him beyond his Duty, and Truth alſo; that 
what he laid to his Neighbour's Charge, was hatch'd in 
bis own Brain, or taken upon Credit; and jf a bare 
Aſſeveration will not do the Work, he maſt. back hi 
23% A SG OR as 
— | »” ew 4 = 


Neat 


ps &, aa Rw «@ <a cÞJ.u rw 


=D Q [mn 2 uu A 


a 
F 


SO =22 Luc Ye ow I» 


The Gentleman Inſtrudked. 67 
| Nean, This is ſevere: What, muſt a Gentleman give 
himſelf the Lye? Fleſh and Blood cannot practice ſuch 


rigorous Morals ; the Remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe; 
andif your Caſuiſtry be Orthodox, it's eaſier for a Camel 


to paſs through the Eye of a Needle, than for a Detractor 


to enter into Heaven. rl 2251 

 Exſeb. Under Favour, Neander, the leaft Sin is a greater 
Evil, than the greateſt Infamy ; and I hold it much more 
eaſy to bluſh for an Aſperſion, than to burn for it eter- 


nally.” 


Nean. Don't Men charge up to the Cannon's Mouth 
to gain Honour, and leave their Bodies in the Breach to 
be carried off with Applanſe? Nay, do they not often- 
times march up to the Out-works of Hell, to maintain 
their purchaſed Reputation? Can you therefore think, 
that thoſe Bravoes, who tremble more at the Shadow of 
a Diſgrace, than at all the Terrors of Damaation, will 
buy Pardon at the Expence of their Honour? | 

Euſeb. The Queſtion (Dear: Neander) is not what Men 
do, nor what Men will do, but what they ſhould do. 
Were PraQice the Standard of Duty, we might reform 
the Goſpel, as well as the Kalendar; we might turn 
thoſe Woes God has pronounced againſt Injuſtice, Drunk- 
enneſs and Whoredom, upon Juſtice, Sobriety and Cha- 
ſtity: For it's certain theſe: Vertues are inviſible in Pra- 
Qice, and thoſe Vices are too too faſhionable. But, Ne- 
ander, though Cuſtom and Practice may enhance Guilt, 
they cannot leſſen it. | Wh ©.» - Hb 
Mien are fond of Honour to Madneſs and Frenzy. It's 


4 zoli me tangere; the leaſt Attempt upon this darling 


Folly is often revenged with Murder. But then, me- 
thinks, the Inclination we have to conſerve our own 
Fame, ſhould inſpire ſome Tendernefs for that of our 
Neighbour. For have we not Reaſon to ſuppoſe, he is 
no leſs acquainted with the Value of this ineſtimable 
Treaſure, than our ſelves, and that he would be as un- 
willing to _— it to the Mercy of petulant Tongues ? 
Perchance, Neaxder, | | rate it to the height of its 


Worth, yet I give God's Favour the Preference: One 
Grain of his Divine Grace out · weighs a Tun of a Hector's 
Reputation. In a Word, I would live an Age under 
the Stroaks of the maſtpicquant Diſgrace, I would ſheath 
in my Breaſt all the e penny Eavy and Poverty, 
r ; 


either 


68 Th G Iaſtrucled. 


either to die Innocent, or Repentant; for all theſe Miſe- Ill » 
ries are fleeting and tranſitory; but the Reward of Ver- WP 
tue, and the Puniſhment of Vice are both Eternal. If WR 
therefore, your Men of Honour will rather ſtand by their 
Crimes, than recant, I would have 'em train'd up in the 
Diſcipline: of Bedlam; A Switch is the beſt Remedy a- 
gainſt Madneſs. <3; 11 
Beſides, why is an humble Confeſſion a degrading Sa- , 
tisfaction? The Name of a Chriſtian is glorious ; how 
then can the Duty lie under Reproach? If the Profeſſion Ml 
be honourable, the Practice of it cannot be ſhameful. ha 
Why then do we tremble at Shadows, and run from . 
Monſters that take their Deformity from Imagination? Si 
I did not bluſh to wound my Neighbour's good Name; iſ 
why ſhould I be aſhamed to heal it? Sin ſhould be wait- ¶ pc 
ed on by Infamy, as it is by Remorſe; and Repentance MW w 
ſhould be accompanied by Glory; but by a- ſtrange I fle 
| Legerdemain the Devil has turn'd the TI ables, and tack d (a 
Shame to this, and Impudence to that: But however, W an 
Repentance is an honeſt Act; it's worthy of a Man, and thi 


the indiſpenſible Duty ot a Chriſtian; why then [ſhould T. 
it fear a Witneſs? The Difference between good and ill his 
Men lies not in the Eſteem of Vertue, but in the Pra-M his 
-Qice; for both equally value it. But the firſt only poſlels ¶ Co 
it, becauſe the others will not go to the Charge of pro- thi 
curing it. ; UC. XG: e oo till 
Neanu. Pray, is not Fear a clowniſh Vice; a Female an 
Weakneſs? Does it not fit ungenteelly on Qualit!' I ple 
Now what can bring a Gentleman to the Bar, and clp on 
- him on his Knees, with a Pray forgive me in his Mouth, De 
but this mean Paſſion ?. in n Fa 
Enuſeb. You are miſtaken; Cowardice and Fear te N: 
neither Synonymous in Philoſophy, nor Morals: That Pe 
is always a Vice, this is often a Vertue. When Prudence or 
com nands Fear, Boldneſs is Temerity and Folly: 15 for 
Cc wudice to deſpond and fink under a Danget, thi ter 
Valour can ſubdue; but it's Raſhneſs to engage wil dar 
one above the Strength of humane Farce: Has the f 
- a Gentleman leſs Courage, becauſe he trembles at the in rat 
partial Juſtice of an enraged Deity? Becauſe he date Ne 
not wreltle with the Omnipotent, or ſtand the ſfiock o anc 
bis Fury? Becauſe he'll rather repent than die in Ob 4 


& + tunacy, and rather return to his Duty, than ſuffer ern 


The Gentleman Inſtructed. 69 
ly for tranſgreſſing it? Neander, let not the wild Noti- 
ons of our pretended Gentlemen be your Guides: Their 
Principles are as corrupt as their Practice, and their 
Reaſon is as bad as their Conſcience. eo 
N you not a Member of the Port-Royal 
lub? | | | | 4 
Euſeb. Why do you ask this Queſtion? x 
Nean. I am told they are mighty Patrons de la morale 
ſerere; they preach up Rigour to ſuch an exorbitant 
Height, that one would think God's great Prerogative, 
Mercy, was either wore out, or extinct. Your Morals 
have a Flavour of Rigoriſm ; they are ſowr, moroſe, ill 
natur d, and call for a Dram of Charity. For look ye, 
Sir, DetraQion (as the World goes) is no Phantaſm, it's 
a very real thing, and keeps good Company: This alone, 
pours Life into Converſation; it quickens Diſcourſe ; 
without it Mirth would languiſh, and good Humour 
ſleep. I have ſeen your Sevenrh-form Wits, as mute, 
(as if their Mouths were pad-lock'd) when any ſerious 
and innocent Subject came in their Way; but when 
their Neighbour's Conduct was brought before ein, their 
Tongnes run before their Conſcience; they would take 
his Life in Pieces, they would rip up his Breaſt, diſſect 
his Thoughts, and then draw Demonſtrations from meer 
Conjectures; they would hand his Reputation about 
the Table, till it fell to the Ground, and Blow over it, 
tl] it ſmell as rank as the Breath that cauſeth the Stench, 
and diſgorged the Infection. Notwithſtanding theſe Peo- 
ple hoped to be ſaved, without ſtooping to the SatisfaQi- 
on you ſpeak of. In ſhort, every Man endeavours by 
Detraction and Out- rage to undermine his Brother's 


| Fame, and no Man fo much as thinks of repairing it. 


Nay, I never heard the Clergy recommend it to dying 
Perſons as a Duty; but either as an AR of Decency, 
or of Edification. Can I ſuppoſe you are better in- 
formed of a ſtrict Obligation than the Miniſtry? Or bet- 
ter vers'd in Caſuiltry than Divines? Eaſebius, iet us 
damn no Bod. 00041301 Dis n 

Euſeb. lremember when ſtigmatized Villains with Nar⸗ 
ratives and Diſcoveries libelled honeſt” Patriots into 
Newgate, and cut off their Honours and Lives with Fears 
and Jealouſies; when they ſowed the Innocent in Bear- 
Skins, and then ſet all the Be+yles of the Faction about 
Ot e it ee en , ine 1 n 
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70 be Gentleman Iuſt/udted. 
their Ears; when they profaned Bazlies with Perjuries, 
and butchered their Fellow-Subze&'s Fame at the Bar, to 
uarter their Bodies at Tybzrz. Theſe Knights of the 
Poſt flung not up, I ſuppoſe, their Pretenſions to Heaven: 
Tho? I have not ſeen any Recantation; yet I am ſure, 
unleſs God nulls allthe Laws of Nature, and calls in the 
Goſpel, or iſſues out under his great Seal an Amneſty, 

they'll fall ſhort of their ExpeQation. | 
I confeſs, this Diſeaſe of the Tongue is Epidemical; 
the uſe of Speech has ſo ſwerved from its Original Iaſti- 
tution, that it's become an Incumbrance and a Snare to 
Mankind. I look upon the Faculty rather as a Penalty 
than a Prerogative; and were we diveſted of it, though 
we ſhould be unfit for Converſation, we might hope to 
be more innacent. Now, whether our Calumniators 
hope to be ſaved, is a Queſtion. I am apt to believe 


their Religion and Conſcience are of a Piece, and that. 


they confine their Fears, Hopes and Deſires within the 
compaſs of this World: For certainly, the Dread of eter- 
dal Fire might cool their Paſſions, and check their Ma- 
lice. Were they perſwaded of another World, would 
they not fall with more Scruple, and riſe with more Vi- 
gour? But if they hope for Salvation without SatisfaQi- 
an, they build on a deceitful Bottom. IT 
Meander, Once more let me adviſe you to be tender of 
78 Neighbour's Honour. Give Ear to the Voice of 
ature, that commands you to do as yon would be done 
by: You can't; chuſe but hear this juſt, this equitable 
Admonition, unlefs we ſtop our Ears, and caſt Reaſon 
into a mortal Lethargy; nay, we mult approve the 
Counſel, ſo that we can neither plead Ignorance nor 
impotence. And certainly, a ſick Man deſerves rather 
Laughter than Pity, that will rather ſtruggle with a Dif- 
eaſe, and groan under the Pangs of a burning Fever, 
than apply a Remedy. Bf). 152-0 tor it 
Vet aſter all, I grant a disjointed Reputation is not 
eaſily ſer; and therefore I beſcech you, to avoid a Miſ- 
chief, that draus after it ſuch. a diſmal Conſequence. 
If other Men have a mind to be eternally miſerable, let 
*em have that Satisfaction; but be not ſo ill adviſed, 
as to wait. on em. Should a Man put Fire to his Houſe, 
or leap into Feunmnden, the Froliek would ſcarce 


£9 round. Let certainly, thoſe that break in vpon _ 
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The Gentleman Inſtrudled: 71 
ther Man's gopd Name, and never reſolve to repair the 
injury, hazard a thing more precious than a Houſe or 
Life, Why therefore ſhall we refuſe to comply in one 
Caſe, and not in the other? . i 

Fhave made a ſhort Survey of Dettaction, and laid be- 
fore you a faint Proſpect of its dangerous Conſequences: 
But it avails not the Patient to know the Nature of his 
Diftemper, unleſs he be told the Remedy. I will there- 
fore preſcribe a Recipe. Certainly the Phyſician's Method 
is applicable to Diſeaſes of the Soul, no leſs than to thoſe 
of the Body. We muſt ſtrike at the Cauſe, before we 
can hope to maſter the Effect. Now if we trace Detra- 
dion up to its Origin, we ſhall find it ſpring from Pride 
and Envy: For its a kind of Apoſteme that lies at the 
Heart, and breaks out at the Mouth. 8 | 

Though all Sins have a Flavour of Pride, yet Detra- 
Hon has a greater Doſe of this bad Humour than ordi- 
nary. It's the chief Ingredient of this outragious Crime; 
it diſcompoſes the Stomach, and then immediately gives 
the Heart-burning ; and then the Tongue, which is its 
Index, falls into Diſorders. A Man ſmitten, like young 
Narciſſus, with his own Excellencies, looks down 
from the Pinacle of his ſoaring Conceit on other Mortals 
as Vaſſals; he fanſies Praiſe is a Inheritance entailed on 
his Merit; that either to reſpe& or honour another, is 
to invade his Property, and to ſet againſt him an uſurp- 
ing Competitor. Hence he runs in Queſt of a Foil, to 
make his own PerfeQions appear mote gaudy, and 
ſparkle with more Eclat. Now what cau give a more 
charming Turn to his ſuppoſed Talent, than his Rival's 
Folly? Hence he rallies up in a Body all the Auxiliary 
Forces of Anger and Revenge; he takes the Field, and 
maraudes upon his Fame; he diſſects the poor Creature's 
Actions, and expoſes the whole Anatomy of his pri- 
rate Tranſgreſſions to the View and Cenſure of the pub- 
lick. For he wiſely fanſies, that the Fabrick of his Va- 
nity will ſand unmoveable on the Ruins of a Rival's Re- 
puration. Did the Breaſts of the proud and haughty- 
minded Men lie open to Sight; could we rifle all the 
abltruſe and dark Receſles of their Hearts, what Sal lies 
of Joy ſhould we difcover at the moſt innocent Over- 
lights of a Competitor? And then, whoever crows with- 


ia at the Misfortune, will F it at the firſt Gan: 
r ion: 
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972 The Gentleman Iſtrudted. 


ſion: For joy, like grief, is a ſtifling Humour, unleſs 
it throws off the Oppreſſion. 


If therefore you defire to ſpeak ill of no Body, think 
not too well of your ſelf; ſet not too exorbitant a Price 
upon your Merits; remember you are no Phœaix, the 
only individual of your Species; thoſe Qualities you 


poſſeſs are meer Gratuities, the Effects of God's Libera: 


lity, uot of your Deſerts; you had no right to be, much 
lets, to be great, beautiful, or rich. Is it not Madneſs 


. therefore for you who can lay Claim to nothing, to en- 


groſs all the Gifts of Nature and Fortune? Think not, 
God has exhauſted his Treaſury on you alone ; he ſcat: 
ters his Favours where he pleaſes; and if he provides 
more plentifully for your, Neighbour than for you, why 
do yau complain? Muſt you be evil becauſe God is 
good? Muſt you caſt a malicious Glance on another, de- 
cauſe he has received ſome Marks of his great Maker's 


- Kindneſs? Diſcompoſe not your Thoughts for other 


Peoples Advantages, but enjoy your own with Thank- 
fulneſs. Fix juſt Bounds to your Defires, as well as to 
vour Undertakings, otherwiſe you'll rear up imaginary 
Caſtles of Greatueſs, to create to your ſelf a real Tor- 
mee: © s | | 

But if you will contend for an honourable Poſt, ma- 
nage the Conteſt fairly ; puſh on your Pretenſions with 
Vetrtue and Generofity. Let Merit bear away the Prize, 


bot Outrage, and if your Rival carry off the Advantage, 


rather applaud the Conqueit, than revile him. By leſ- 
ſening:his Parts or Conduct you burleſque your own; but 
then if yoo complain,” and curſe in a Corner, you only 
betray your Importance, III- nature, and Impiety : In 
fine, look at your Failings and his through the ſame 
Glak, and you'll fee an humbling Spectacle; you'll be- 
hold fo many ObjeQs worthy of Blame, that you'll have 
no great Stomach ro cenſure others. 

Envy is the ſecond Source of Detraction. This is an 
1l-natur'd Vice, it loves jIl for ill's ſake, and takes Plea- 


ure in Torment; it's a kind of Tarn-key by Birth, and an 


Execationer by Profefflon; it feeds on Stench, and ſucks 
Rats-bane from Balms, and Infection from Perfumes; it 
never does a good Turn, but when. it defigns an ill one; 
and ſeldotn takes things by the right Handle; Miſcbief 
makes up its Employment, Plagues and Famines are its 

"_ Ong ve Diverhon, 
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Diverſion, its Smiles are like blazing Comets, whic 
either hatch Treaſon, or portend it. What Wonder, af 
a Man puſſeſs'd by this Fiend plays the Devil, who is 
ſui named Accuſator Fratram ! | 7 

But though any Miſchief lies within the Reach of an 
envious Man's With, many are removed out of the Verge 
of his Pawer : Some move too high to be ſhot at, others 
too low; but neither Place nor Station is a ſufficient Fence 
againſt the Tongue. A Dwarf may engage with a Gyant 


at this Weapon, or a Clown with a Lord. And for this 


Reaſon, when the envious Man can't comeat his Antago- 
niſt's Perſpn, he ſets upon his good Name, and falls foul 
upon his Honour; and when by the help of keen Satyr 
and falſe Glaſſes, he has beat down 'the Qut-works that 
fenc'd his Fortune from Inſult and Ruin, he draws bis 
Cannon nearer, and raiſes Batteries againſt his Grandeur 
and Eſtate that ſupport it: For he knows that the belt 
built Fortune can't be ſtable, when Reputation (that 
propt it) is removed. Thus we ſee Socrates kept his 
Ground, and even triumphed over the Calumnies of his 
Accuſers, whilſt his Reputation interpoſed. But when 


a buffooning Comedian droll'd him into Contempt, he 


appear*d no leſs guilty before the Judges, than deſpica- 


ble on the Stage. So that in ConElution, Envy found 


him guilty, and the Senate pronounced the Sentence. 


Methinks it's tuperfluous to diſſwade a Man from this 


Vice. Intereſt is more powerful than Reaſon. We dote 
on Pleaſure, and run from Pain by the Inſtin& of Nature. 
Who will not rather chuſe a Priſon with Satisfaction, than 
2 Palace with Torment? But an envious Man, inſtead 
of following the Current of Nature, bears up againſt it. 
He labours for labours fake, and drudges for the meer 
ExpeQation of Miſery. He leads the Life of Cain, haunt- 
ed with the Spectres of his own Crimes from within, 
and with a thouſand Jealouſfies from abroad; other Peo- 
ples Happineſs creates his Torments; their Proſperity 
gnaws his Entrails, and his Impotence, to over-caſt the 
Sun-ſhine of their Fortune, claps him on the Wheel. 
Now a Man that can fall in Love with Pain, and court 
Diſquiet, muſt not be caſt in the ſame Mould that o- 
ther Mortals are: And therefore 1 ſhould think it as 
eaſy to diſſwade People from Envy, as from vaulting 
down a Precipice. Re 8 5 
ut 
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14 The Gentleman Inftrudled. 


But beſides, a Man that envies others, is always paid 
in the ſame Coin; his Honour wille as roughly handled; 
when one conteſts with Multitudes, he ſtands on the low- 
er Ground, and fights at a Diſadvantage. This is the 
envious Man's Caſe. For he can't but know thedifinge- 
nuous Deſcants on other's Actions will reach the Ears of 
the offended Perſons. Defaming Reports have & mira- 
culous Sympathy with thoſe that Diſtance of Place is not 
able to dead the Echo; they rebound from Tongue to 
Tongue, are toſſed from Hand to Hand, till they come 


to the Knowledge of the injored ; and generally (like | 


* Snow-Balls) they encreaſe in the Journey. What a gra- 
ting Noiſe then will they make in the Ears of the defa- 
med Perſon? Will not he think of Repriſals? Will he 
not treat your Honour with as little Regard as you have 
his? And God ſend ſuch an eaſie Satisfaction may aſ- 
ſwage his Reſentment. When Men fit Judges in their 
-own Caufe, they make the Bills of Loſſes and Damages 
rife high; who knows but they may demand Blood 
and ſacrifice your Life to the Mares of their murder'd 
Reputation ? | | | 
In fine, Neander, remember you muſt die. When Death 
hath ſeated your Eyes, you'll find all the Darts of the 
Tongue ſhot at your Neighbour, ſtick in your own Soul; 
ou'll feel the Smart, bat will find no Lenitive, no Cure: 
hy then ſhall we run headlong into thoſe Crimes we 
muſt either deplore here, or barn for hereafter? Let us 
look before us, and not, like Beaſis, follow the meer Im- 
preſſions of Paſſion. Let us fhew we are Men, not by 
our Vices, but by out Vertues. To have Reaſon, and 


to act againſt it, is to debaſe our Species. 


gt So Se IV. 5 | 

As God has fenced our Neighbour's Fame, ſo he has 
been careful to guard his Poſlefſtons againſt all the At- 
tempts of Avarice and Injuſtice. Non furaberis, ſays he, 
in the Decalogue, Thon fat not ſteal; and then he threa- 
tens the Criminal with the Sentence of his high Diſplea- 
ſure, unleſs he cancels the Tranſgreſſion with a ſincere 
Repentance. I apprehend, Neander, ſome Gentlemen 
miſtake this Command: They fancy it reaches only Pads, 
Cut-purſes or Highwaymen: But this is a Miſtake ; it 
takes in all who aQ againſt the Laws of Juſtice ; and be 
be 2 ; # 2 3 6 11S" 
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this Reaſon, I fear, that many who hang at Tybayy, are 
often leſs Criminal, than tome of thoſe who ſtand Specta- 
tors of the Tragedy, ot perchance who ſat on the Bench. 
For in all Kingdoms, Laws are (as % ſaid) like Cob- 
webs, that hamper ſmall Flies whilſt the greater break 
thorough em. Poor People bear the Puniſhment of In- 
juſtice, and great ones carry off in Triumph both Plea- 
ſure and Profit. Theſe are too big for Execution, though 
not for Guilt, They cau ſhe for an indigent Neighbour's 
Field, becauſe it lies conveniently, and perſwade the 
Judges they have more Right, becauſe they have more 
Money and Credit. The Luſtre of Gold often dazles 
Lawyers out of Confcience, and juſt Poſſeſſors out of 
Lordſhips. Right ebbs and flows by the ſecret Influ- 
ence of Gxizeas. For let me tell you, Neander, the Ju- 


tice of a Cauſe ſprouts up, and thrives miraculouſly un- 


der a Fee. | | 

Bur though theſe Men carry the Suit in the Eyes of the 
World, they loſt it at God's high Court of Jultice, and 
their Souls alſo; nor is there any Difference between 
theſe Over-reachers and Cut-purſes; but that they are 
ten times more Criminal. Among the Lacedemonans, a 
clear Theft paſs'd for a Vertue. Are not ſome Chriſtians 


of the ſame Perſwaſion? But for all that, though a Spar- 


tan Jury might poflibly find *em t Guilty, they'd find no 
ſuch Indulgence in the Vale of Fehoſpaphar. | 
I never yet underſtood, how Sollicitations, and Recom- 
mendations of Cauſes to the Judges, how double and tri- 
ple Fees could be well reconciled with this Law, Thon 
ſhalt not ſtead: For either you doubt of the Integrity of 
the Bench, or you do not. If the firſt, you caſt a Scan- 
dal on the Fare of the Government; you artaign either 
the Capacity or the Integrity of the Prince; e. you 
ſuſpe& he wants Judgment in the Choice of Magiſtrates, 
or has advanced on purpoſe thoſe who' would betray the 
Property of the Sud eck. Now ſoch an Iannends is diſ- 
reſpectful, raſh, and highly unchriſtian. | 
t beſides, if really you doubt of the Judges Integri- 
J your Conduct is fooliſh. For if a Judge will ſell a 
avoutable Sentence to the Plaintiff, he*1t be no leſs kind 
to the Defendant, if he out-bids him. A Man then ſhould 
de firſt ſure of Succeſs, before he patts with his Money, 
otherwiſe he will be gulled out of his Pretenſions, and 
pay for his Diſappointment, Again, 
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Again, this Practice runs quite counter to all the Di- 
Qates of Conſcience and Juſtice. For if Gain and Inte- 
reſt be a Magiſtrate's weak fide, if I know he meaſures 
Right by the Weight of Silver, and barters Law for Mo- 
ney, can I pamper his Inclination, or feed his corrupt 
Appetite; or ſtrike in with his finful Diſtemper ? No 
more, certainly, than I can with a ſafe Conſcience puſh 
him down a Precipice; for if it be a Sin to permit one, 
when I can hinder it, is it not a Sin to pet ſwade a Crime; 
nay, to buy one? | 

If the ſecond; 3. e. If you ſuppoſe your Buſineſs lies 
in the Hands of upright Men, that ſquare their Verdicts 
by the Laws, not by Partiality and Favour, why are you 
eternally upon the Hoof? Why do you tire them and 
your ſelf too with tedious Applications? Why do you 
drain your Pockets to enrich Pettifoggers and Attornies ? 
This Trouble is ſuperfluous, and the Expence unneedful. 
In * Sir, the Conduct is either unprofitable or 
unjuſt, 

But if you doubt in your Cauſe, let it fall, at leaſt puſh 
it on no further, with your Credit or Purſe; for all you 
can expect, is to gain a Suit, and loſe your Sou. 
Mean. If I can juggle a Neighbour out of an Eſtate by 
Quirks of Law, and by a genteel Turn of the Hand, 
bubble him out of a conſiderable Sum, may I not put 
him to graze upon the Common, without any Obliga- 
tion to reſtore? 3 

Euſeb. The very Queſtion is a Scandal, not only to 
Chriltianity, but to Humane Nature; you are obliged 
not only to return the Capital, but to indemnify him 
for all the Loſſes conſequent thereto. | 

Nean. Nay, Sir, I am of your Opinion; for why 
ſhould a Man gain by his Crimes? Yet once I fell into 
the Company of a Man of Parts, of CharaQer and Re- 
pute in his Country, who thought otherwiſe of the Mat- 
ter: We diſcours'd the Point, yet I could never get 
him over to my Opinion: He held ſo faſt to Non: reſti- 
tution, chat there was no moving him. A hearty Re- 
pentance, (ſaid he) without Reſtitution, makes a ſuffi - 
cient Atonement for the Offence. He told me I was un- 
skill'd in Caſuiſtry. I confeſs'd I had read no Caſuiſt 
but the Bible and Nature. F | 


_ 77 
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Exſeb. With Submiſſion to the Gentleman's Character, 
Parts and Station; he was either a great Fool, or a ſuper- 
lative Knave, fit for Bedlam or Newgate. Was henot a 
Lawyer? ' g 
Nean. He had ſtudied in the Inns of Court. | 
Euſeb. I thought ſo. It's a De Doctrine for a 
wounded Conſcience, a palatable and eaſy Remedy, a 
Catholicon for all the Aches of the Mind, and the Gri 
of an over-charg'd Stomach ; and perchance the Uſe is 
univerſal, otherways once at leaſt in a T welvemonth we 
oy ſee a Dives transform'd into a Lazarxs, a Lord into 
a Laquey, and a Lady into a Chamber-maid; we might ſee 
thoſe who ſit Majeſtically in Coaches with a long Wig, 
and a Snuff Box à la mode, fit behind *em. Good God) 
how many gawdy Birds would make as naked a Figure as 
the Daw in the Fable, if their Peacock Plumes were re- 
turn'd to their Owners? Neander, pray tell that Gentle- 
man I am neither ſatisfied with his Conſcience nor his 
Skill ; he that will not reſtore ſtolen Goods, is more cri- 


minal, than he that conceals em; and he that will keep 


an ill purchaſed Eſtate in Spight of Juſtice, will ſeize on 
the next that lies in his way; and then how can he un- 
derſtand Cook and Littleton, who can't read the very 
Alphabet of Nature? A hearty Repentance without 

Reſtitution is a Dream. 8 
Dear Neander, never raiſe the Pile of a great Fortune 
on a Bottom of Fraud and Injuſtice; it's an unſtable 
Foundation, and unable to bear the monſtrous Weight of 
Crimes, they cruſh in a Moment the beſt built StruQure, 
and entomb the Criminal, together, with all his Grandeur, 
under the Ruins of his towring Babel. The Triumphs of 
unjuſt Men are always ſhort-lived. God takes Pleaſure 
in ſtrangling 'em in the very Cradle; they paſs like 
Light'ning, and leaye nothing behind but Smoak and Va- 
pour: Their Fall is no leſs amazing than their Riſe; they 
paſs off like Phantaſms, or elſe live in Penury and Con- 
tempt, or die like Reprobates; they carry the moſt legi- 
ble Marks of God's Malediction ſtampt on their Fore- 
heads, and teat almoſt all Men without being pitied by 
any; ſo that Divine Vengeance begins their Torments in 

this World, to continue em eternally in the other. 
P11 not follow this crying Vice thro? its Branches, nor 
make an entice Diſſection of all its Parts; it runs through 
| all 
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* 


o 


all the Veins of Commerce, and almoſt Converſation; 
it's found in Play, as well-as in ContraQs, and is no 
more innocent under one Shape, than under another; 
you may call it Over- reaching or Out witting, if you 
pleaſe, but the change of Names makes no Alteration of 
the Thing: Nature depends not on Fancy or Caprice, 
they are the ſame in Spight of Cuſtom and Diſguiſe. 


V. 
© I muſt now cantion you againſt Lewdneſs. It's a noi- 


ſome Employment to grope in Puddles, and to Gig in 
Muck. And therefore Ill only skim the Surface, and let 


the offenſive Dregs lie at the Bottom. You know God 


has enacted this Law in the Decalogue, Thou Halt not 


commit Adultery: This Precept does not only reſtrain 


Ads of Lewgneſs, but even T houghts and Deſires : For 
Impurity in Idea drays after it a real Hell; the Smoak 


that vaniſhes. in a Moment, kindles an eternal Fire. 
Nea. I ſuppoſe neither Gentlemen of the Court, nor 


1 


their Favour a Patent of Exemption. 


- Officers of the Shy come within the Compaſs of this 
ſur 


Prohſpition. God 


ry and Nature have ifſaed- out in 


' ** "Exſeb. Truly, Neander, I never read that either God 
or Nature had ſuch a Deference for the Court and At- 
my, or ſo great a Reſpect for Quality. Why, Man, let 
dur Courtiers be as great as Alexander, and our Soldiers 
as valiant; there fits a more Auguſt, and a more po wer- 
fol Maſter above, whoſe Commands they mult obey, or 
"ſmart for the Tranſgreſſion. The Sword has no Privi- 
lege above the Plow, nor has Quality any Right above 
Pęaſautry, but to gteater Torments : Potentes potenter tor- 


mienta patientur. 


Neun. If it. be fo, our Gentlemen and Soldiers are all 
truck with a Lunacy. They ſeem to have entred into 
an Aſſociation againſt Divine Authority, and endeavour 


8 
4 


St Paul bids ev 


by Practice to repeal the Statute; as if God's Laws 
could ceaſe per dejnetudinem, as well as human. When 
Man take a rem, if he meant a Miſs, 


the Counſel is followed even to à Seraple; but if he 


Cx 
* 


* 
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did nor, our Conduct is ſcandalous to e 
God's Authority is flighted beyond Contempt and Iaſo- 
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Temperance and Chaſtity. 


_ comeuptoExpeRation. The Gall our-weighs the Honey. 
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Exſeb. The Evil lies deep, and the Diſeaſe reaches to 
the Land's End; few are clear of the Infedtion; Lewd- 
neſs is no more a Diverſion ; no, it's become the grand 
Bufineſs, the Employment of Mankind; nay, it's impro- 
ved to Science alſo; Love-Intrigues turn on Method, and 
are carried on by Demonſtration: So that Attempts upon 
Chaſtity come off generally with Succeſs. For Women, 
in our Age, are as ill furniſh'd for Reſiſtance, as an old 
Spaniſh Town for à Siege. But then the Bous, when 
forc'd to ſurrender, article for their Honour: This 
they'}l bring off, though the Town ftay behind in the 


Hands of the Conquerors. But our Female Defendants 


ſtand not upon ſuch Niceties: They deliver up their Mo- 
deſty, and go off with Ignominy: Confuſſon I will not 
fy; for Bluſhes are out of Faſhion, unleſs when it's a 
Queſtion to practioe the Chriſtian Vertues of Sobriety, 

I have more than once taken a Survey of our Gentry, 
and I find nine in ten ruin'd by this unlucky Vice; to all 
Intents and Purpoſes, they have forfeited their Honour, 


mortgaged their Eſtates, impaired their Health, their Bo- 


dies fall under the Weight of Lewdnefs, their Purſes are 


ſcarce able to ſupport it. So that if theſe young Sparks 


would take the Pains to caſt up their Accounts, they 


would find their Pleaſure have brought them in no o- 
ther Profit but Poverty, Diſeaſes, and more than one 


Cauſe of Repentance. Good God! Why muſt Appetite 


have ſuch a ſtrange Aſcendant over Reaſon ? Why mult 


Man thus tranſgreſs the End of Creation? Appetite was 


made to obey, Reaſon to command. To change their 


Office is to throw down the Encloſure between Man and 


Beaſt. Is it not a Madneſs to ſell this Prerogative for a 
' petty Satisfaction; that like the Book of the den len 
S in 


leave a ſweet Flavour in the Mouth, and Bitterne 


the Heart? But ſuppoſe a Man will enjoy Pleaſure, is 
nothing palatable but Dirt and Mire? Muſt he turn 
Goat or Baboon before he can be pleaſed? Certainly he 
is enamout'd of their Nature, he dotes fo much on their 


Paſlimes; and I am apt to believe he would range on 
their Hills, 6r ſport on their Trees among a Herd of 


Females. | 


But take all together, I fear the Pleaſure - does not 
For 


f 
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For let us ſuppoſe, a Man poſſeſs'd by the unclean De- 

vil of brutiſh Love, he lodges all the Totments of the 
Damned in his Heart, and, what is worſe, their Guilt; 
he ſhivers and burns, he hopes and deſpairs, he dreams 
in Company, and talks in Sollitude; all the Features of 
his beloved Object meet in his Imagination to wound 
his Heart, and turn the Idol he adores into a Devil to 
laſh him; his Fears keep Pace with his Fondneſs, and 
Jealouſy treads on the Heels of both, and all conſpite 
to make him wretched. For though Love looks plea- 
ſing and pretty in Romance, in Lite it's Monſter, Ty- 
rant and Fury. | | ) 

A Lover knows, that a Woman, who has withdrawn 
her Fidelity from God, will forſake a Gallant at the leaſt 
Proſpect of Advantage. Hence diſquiet ſeizes on the 
Brain, and Jealouſy riſes from Hell, to clap him on the 
Torture; like the Devil in the Goſpel, it ſometime 
flings him into the Water, ſometimes into the Fire; he 
watches his Treaſure with the Eyes of an Argus, and 
lays an hundred Ambuſcades to find his Miſery, and 
her Infidelity; ſo that, though Mi be faithful, Mon- 


- 4 


ſieurs is ſure to be miſerable. 3 728 
I fay nothing here of Averſion, 8 Envy, and 2 
thouſand other Vipers, that worry his Heart, and prey 
upon his Vitals. In ſhort; in a befotted Lover alone are 
centred all the Frenzies and Follies of Bedlam, but that 
of Mirth. So that Envy can ſcarce wiſh him more un- 
happy, nor Malice render him more unfortunate : But if 
the intrigue be carried with a Perſon of an unſpotted Re- 
putation, and who ſtands fair in the Opinion of the World, 
nay, and who perchance ſets up for Lucretia and Ve- 
. ftal; what Endeavonrs are made to court :zcognito, and 
to play out of Sight? But if after all, the Sin quickens 
in her Womb, and that within nine Months the be in 
Danger to fall into Fits of the Mother; what Pangs, what 
Throws, what  Convullions tear this poor Creature's 
Breaſt, and her Gallant's too? In how lively Shapes does 
Imagination paint her Folly ! She ſuffers all the Torments 
of Child birch at the very. inſtant of Conception; beſides 
thoſe of Rage, of Deſpair and Confuſion; and in the 
end perchance reſolves to conceal one Sin by the help of 
another; i. e. Lewdneſs by Murder; and thus a poor 
Innocent, who came into the World by a leſs Sin, is ſent 
| EO POT TOrTn9 0 — 
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out of it by a greater ; and then in all Probability the 
Tragedy that begun at Midnight in Darkneſs and Priva- 
cy, Often ends at Mid-day on a Scaffold. Muſt not there- 
fore one be void of Reaſon to take a petty Pleaſure in 
Hand, with ſuch a Crowd of Troubles in Reverſion? 
Ought we not to fence againſt a Vice, ſo charming on 
the one Hand, and ſo uneaſie on the other? 

Nean. What are the beſt Preſervatives againſt this Epi- 
demical Diſtemper ? 

Euſeb. Take this as a Principle, that Chaſtity is a 
Gift of God; and therefore implore continually his Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance; rely on his Grace, not on your Force; 
and if you be ſo happy, as not to fall, give him the Glo- 
ry of the Triumph, and believe that whoſoever preſumes 
on his own Valour, has already meaſured half the Pre- 


cipice: God prote&s the Humble, and humbles the 


Proud. 

Seconaly, Keep Love at a Diſtance, or it will ſurprize 
you; when once it has ſtormed the Heart, it forces Rea- 
ſon ro ſurrender ;- and when Appetite commands, when 
Paſſion domineers, what can be expected but Brutality ? 
Lock up the Gates of your Senſes, and, as in Frontier- 
Towns, examine the Paſſengers. Love, like a Proteus, 
borrows all Shapes, and makes its Approaches at all Sea- 
ſons; ſo that you muſt ſtand upon your Guard, if you 
intend to avoid a Surprize; and if you can keep this 
Traitor at Arms-length, Lewdnefs will neither have the 
Face, nor find the Opportunity to affail you. Butifyou 
admit this Tyrant, if you lodge him in your Breaſt, you 
will have cauſe to deplore your Slavery, and perchance 
eternally. For in a Word, Love, like a Viper, eats in- 
to the Heart that warms it, and returns Death for the 
Favour. 

Thirdly, Flight is the beſt Defence, the moſt ſecure Ram- 
part againſſ the Darts of Laſciviouſneſs; you may as well 
hope to freeze in Fire, as to converſe innocently in the 
midft of Occaſions. I am of Tertullian's Opinion, that 
it's eaſier to die for Chaſtity, (as the World goes) than to 
live with it in Balls, V ifits and Entertainments. And l look 
upon it as a certain Truth, that many of the Sex, who 
have ſurrender'd their Honour to the Flatteries, Importu- 


nities and Dalliances of Gallants, would have refuſed it 


to the Crueſty of Hang-men. 
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Enter not therefore into the Play-Hoxſe ; it's the Palace 
of Aſmoders, the Seat of Lewdneſs, the Nurſery of De- 
bauchery. It's with us as Fornices were at Rome, only 
with this Difference, that thoſe Crimes are learn'd, con- 
triv'd, and reſolv'd on here, the Roman actually commit- 
ted under the black Shade of choſe infernal Vaults. For my 
part I am of Opinion, that a Chriſtian cannot with a ſafer 
Conſcience enter into the Play- Houſe, than into a Bro- 
thel; as things are managed there, Temptation is ſtronger 
on the Stage, and more inviting. The Blackneſs of the 
Vice lies under a Diſguiſe; it's blanch'd over with all the 
Art of Wit and Gawdry ; fo that nothing appears but the 
charming Part, which faſcinates the Eyes, captivates the 
Ears, dozes the IntelleQ, and fires the Paſſions, and then 
to plain the Way for Action, the Poet burleſques the Ter- 
rors of the other World; he paints the Devils rather like 
Scaramouches to divert, than like Executioners to For- 
ment: He blaſphemes the Majeſty of God to bring him 
under Contempt, and ſo blunts all the Darts of Fear and 
Apprehenſion; and then, when Objedts draw, when P:f- 
fions ſtand prepared, and Reſtraint is removed, what | 
can be reaſonably expected, but Proſtitution ? | 

But beſides, the Stage not only removes Fear of Puniſh- ] 
ment, but even rewards Debauchery; for who are they 1 
that carry off Applauſe and Fortures, but Rakes and Pro- 
ſtitutes? The Poet puts all his Wit in the Months of l 
Rooks and Bullies; and if an honeſt Man appear, he is f 
ſure to be hooted at, and generally goes off both Fool \ 
and Cuckold. Is not this to condemn Vertue, to execute u 
it in Effigie, and to canonize Vice by Deputy? Is not 0 
this to ſay, Gentlemen and Ladies, beware of Chaſtity ſe 
and Vertue, they are out of Date in our Age; you'll for- S. 
feit your Honour by maintaining it, and grow ridiculous, MW L 
if you continue innocent. The ſhorteſt way to Repute, an 
is, to drive over Conſcience, to bluſh at Honeſty, and fee 


practice Incontinence. What Vertue is Proof againit W thi 
ſuch murdering Engines? If Hell be a place of Diverſion, W to 
(as the Poets endeavour to perſwade the Audience) if as 
God be a Scare-crow, if Chaſtity be infamous, and Im- the 
purity creditable, who will not rather be lewd with Cre- MW cul 
dit, than chaſt with Reproach? I would have both Poets MW cia 


and Players enter a little into themſelves; they have all 
contributed to run down Vertue and Religion, and to 
5 5 bring 
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bring Libertiniſm and Atheiſm into Faſhion. Thoſe pre- 
pare the Poiſon, theſe preſent the Potion, daſh'd with all 
the palatable Ingredients of Pomp and Magnificence, that 
it may go down with Pleaſure, and work with Efficacy, 
I am afraid in the next World they'll be forc'd to anſwer 
for the Sins of the Poet and Actors, as well as for thoſe 
of the Chriſtiati, unleſs by a timely Repentance, and 
publick Recantation, they ask Pardon of God, and For- 
giveneſs of the Nation, which they have rhimed almoſt 
out of Religion, and played out of Conſcience. 

Fourthly, When Temptation invites, draw up all the 
diſmal Conſequences of this wretched Sin, and fix your 
Thoughts upon *em. Other Crimes, like the Adder, car- 
ry their Poiſon in their Head; this is a Scorpion that licks 
up its Venom in its Tail. For though the Sin be charm- 
ing, its Sequels are dreadful: The Infection flies up to 


the Brain, like the Sting of the Tarantula; and tho? thoſe 


who are bit by this poiſonous Inſect, can dance out the 
ſtupifying Humour, and may be fiddled into their Wits 

the others are paſt Cure; they remain in Spight of Ho 
mily and Exhortation, ſtupid, brutal, without Judgment, 
without Honour, without Senſe, and oftentimes without 
Money; but never without Folly, Sighs, Jealouſies, 
* and Deſpair. 

Hibly, That your Affections may nat ſteal abroad, nor 
like Butter- flies, flutter from one Object to another, chain 
'em by lawful Wedlock to a Wife. I know at preſent, 
Matrimony (that in St. Paul's Days was honourable) lies 
under no creditable Circumſtances; and we are in part 
obliged to the Stage-Poets for the Aſperſion. They repre- 
ſent this Divine Inſtitution under all the Reproaches of 
Slavery and Folly, and paint both Sexes ſo ſcandalouſly 

ſcivious, that the Character is enough to deter Chriſti- 
ans from the Engagement. I ſuppoſe theſe Gentlemen are 
fee d by the Stews, to ſtand up for the Improvement of 
their Trade; and for this reaſon they labour ſo heartily, 
to perſwade People, lawful Pleaſures taſte flat and inſipid, 
as if the only charming Circumſtance of Pleaſure were 
the Unlawfulneſs of the Action. This Doctrine is cal- 
culated exactly for the Practice of Lucifer and his Aſſo- 
ciates,. but not for Chriſtians; it ſmells of Smoak, and 
may in good time heat the Preachers. 


=. Beware 
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Beware of Jealoufie. A Wife is often made faichful 
by not eee, her of Infidelity, but when without 
Reaſon, you queltion her Loyalty, you only tempt her to 
betray it. I have heard of a 4 that kept her Conju- 
gal Vow, whilſt her Husband thought ſhe did; but when 
he accuſed her falſly, and blaſted her Reputation, fhe mur- 
dered her Innocence to revenge the Injury. Some Wo- 
men are of Opinion, there is little Difference between 
being unchalt, and being thought ſo; and therefore go 


off with the Satisfaction of Infidelity, as well as with the | 
Infamy. A thouſand, thouſand times happy is that Cou- ; 
ple, that by a wiſe Forefight prevents thole Misfortunes, [ 
that ſpring from Diverfity of Conftitutions and Hu- 
mours, or at leaſt ſupport with Patience, what Prudence b 
can't avert, aud ſo improve Neceſſity into a Vertue. t 
VI. 1 


If God has bleſs'd you with Children, (ſays the Scri- dy 
pture, Prov. 7.) inſtruct em. God has ingrav'd this Law B 
in the very Heart of Nature, and more than once pro- | 
mulg'd it in the Bible, that Parents might be well con- I 
vinc'd of this grand Duty, and be perſwaded to compl TN 
with it; and yet it ſeems, that no Law is leſs * j. 
and more univerſally neglected in Practice than this. WW ,, 
Some Parents, more cruel than the Oſtrich, bring poor II tie 
Creatures into the World, and then abandon 'em. In. 
Others, like Apes, are ſo fond of their Brood, they If , | 
kill 'em with Kindneſs: Thoſe are guilty of Negligence, I fa 
theſe of Indulgence; and all betray their Duty, and by flat 
conſequence their Conſcience. . wii 

I have been often ſcandaliz'd at the inſupportable Neg- 
lect of ſome Parents; they made no Difference between | 
their Laqueys and their Children, but that they careſs'd 
thoſe, and eternally tormented theſe ; they herded with 
the Grooms and Carters, and owed all their Education 
to the Stable and Kitchin ; and if they ſent 'em ſome- 
times to School, twas only to rid the Houſe, not for their 
Inſtruction. They never took the pains to inform them- 
ſelves, whether the Maſter was Black or White? Whe- 
ther Religious or Impious? A Turk or a Chriſtian ? Good 
God! ſaid I to Sir N. N. what do you mean? Tou will 
not hire a Cook without examining his Talent, nor take 3 
Groom without good Security of his Skill; (yet the one 
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is only to ſerve the Belly, the other to curry Horſes) and 
will you truſt a Child to the Care of a Man, who, tor 
ought you know, has neither Science nor Religion ? 

or have I beheld with Patience the doting Fondneſs 
of others. I have ſeen my young Maſter often play the 
Lyon in the Family, and my tender Lady, the Mother, 
applauded his Inſolence, like the Romans in Seneca's Days, 
She would embrace the Spark, when ſhe ſhould have chid 
him ; nay, and kiſs him for thoſe very things ſhe ſhould 
have whipt him. To croſs the Child, is to ſtab the Mo- 
ther; and if he whimpers, ſhe cries in good Earneſt; his 
, Paſſions grow upon him with Age, and a fooliſh Indul- 
gence emboldens 'em; he asks what he pleaſes, and ob- 
tains what he demands; a refuſal ſets him on Fire, and 
then my young Jupiter begins to thunder: My Lady 
trembles at the Tempeſt ſhe has raiſed ; and inſtead of 
laying it by a ſober CorreQion, ſhe fooliſhly avgments it 
by a thouſand Careſſes: He is coach'd to Company, to 
Balls, and the Play-Houſe, and mult be Spectator of 
Mamma's Vanity and Folliesto learn em. Poor Sir T. H. 
ſaw this fine Menage, but was too dotingly fond of his 
{ Wife to ſave his Child. He complain'd one Day to me, 
that his Son was fit for nothing, but either to dance cr 
is. to quarrel. You are Miſtaken, ſaid I, have a little Pa- 
tience, and he'll retaliate his Breeding upon you, with 
Inſolence and Outrage; he is as handſomely equipt for 
e 2 Rake, as can be; nor was I deceived, for ſince that he 
de, I flung himſelf away upon a Chamber: maid, dipt his E- 
by IN fate, perſecuted his Mother, and brought his Father 

vwith Grief and Chagrin to his Grave. | Gag 

-4 You muſt know, Neander, that Man by Nature is 
cM WW half Beaſt; he has all the Inclinations, all the Paſſions 
of the molt ſalvage Animal; and (what is worſe) he 
| has Reaſon to ſharpen *em, and Malice to abufe them. 
ion But as the moſt fierce Lyon is tam'd and render'd tra- 
ne table by Education and Diſcipline, ſo Man may be 
zeit i taught Sweetneſs, Moderation and Vertue, if he be ta- 
-M" ken in Hand betimes, if his Paſſions are check'd, and forc'd 
he” Wl to obey the Commands of Reaſon, from the Cradle. But 
bod WF when once Senſe has got the Upper-Hand, when Paſſion 
has taſted the Sweetneſs of Superiority, and Reaſon is 
zecuſtomed to Slavery, you may as ſoon ſubdue the 
rierceneſs of a full grown Tyger, as perſwade Senſe and 
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Appetite to reſign the uſurp'd Government, or Reaſon to 
take it, Adoleſceus juxta vitam ſuam, & cum ſenuerit non 
recedet ab ea. A young Man goes on as he began, and 
carries the firſt Impreſſion to the Grave. That you may 
not therefore cry one Day with the poor Eagle in the Fa- 
ble, who being mortally wounded by an Arrow trimmed 
with her own Feathers, ſighed out this melancholy Com- 
plaint, Miſerable Bird that I am! What a Fool was I to 
bring forth Feathers to my own Deſtrudtioa ! | ſay, that 
you may not complain, thoſe Children you gave Life to, 
are the Cauſe of your Death, obſerve three things. Firſt, 
So ſoon as they are capable to know God, teach *em to 
fear his Juſtice, and to love his Goodneſs ; inſtruct them 
in Religion, and take Care they practiſe all the Duties 
of a Chriſtian. A Child that fears God, will love his 
Parents; he can't be Religious without being Dutiful In- 
culate a thouſand times, that he is made for Heaven, 
and that he muſt live vertuouſly in this World, to be hap- 
py in the next: Precaution him againſt the Vanity of 
the World, and all its ſpecious Scenes of Deceits and Pa- 


geantry, that delude the Eye to ſeduce the Heart : Diſco- 


ver the Danger before you expoſe him, and tell him with 
that admirable Queen Blauca, you had rather ſee him in 
the Grave, than in Sin: Inſpire not into his tender Breaſt 
Deſires of Grandeur; this is a Seed that ſprouts up 
without Sowing : Choak all tendency of ſo early a Pride, 
or elſe it will grow to his Ruin. I bluſh-at the unchri- 
ſtian Conduct of thoſe Parents, who teach little Crea- 
tures, before they can walk, to climb up to the very Pin- 
pacle of Honour; who would make 'em Pages to Anti- 
Chriſt to be great, and would Counſel 'em to be Mabo- 
means for the vain Satisfaction of ſeeing em Baſla's : 
When you have furniſh'd 'em with Vertne, and provi- 
ded for their Soul, let 'em think of a Settlement, and 
aim rather at a Polt that is Genteel, than Great: An e- 
levated Fortune is ſeldom obtained without vaſt Crimes, 
and always ſupported by greater. | 

Secozaly, Cultivate them with thoſe Arts and Sciences 
that ſuit with their Capacity and Condition. For thoſe 
that have nothing to do, do always more than the) 
ought; and though they are unfit for a handſome Occu- 

pation, they are capable of a vicious one. | 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Give not all your Means to the Eldeſt; leave 
Proviſion for all: A Young Gentleman that begins the 
World without Money, ends it without Conſcience : 
When J mult rack my Brain zo live, | have neither time 
nor leiſure to think of living well. Neceſſity is the Mo- 
ther of Vice, no lefs than Abundance; and Want is both 
more troubleſome than Affluence, and equally dangerous: 
Befides, how will you have a Gentleman puſh forward, 
who has nothing to improve? Can he raiſe a Fortune 
without Tools to work with, without a Fund to lay the 
Foundation? Poverty palls the moſt generous Spirits; it 
cows Induſtry, and cafts Reſolution it ſelf into Deſpair. 
When you have acquitted your ſelf of thefe three Points, 
you have done the purt of a Father; the reſt you mutt 
leave to Providence, who watches over its Creatures, and 
never abandons thoſe, who comply with tneir Duty. _ 


VII. 

Your care muſt not ſtop at your Children, let it reach 
your menial Servants; though you are their Maſter, 
you are alſo their Father. Aud for this Reaſon the Ko- 
mans call'd Houſe-keepers Patres Familiat, Fathers of the 
Houſe-hold. Beſides, as a Chriſtian you are their Brother, 
and have the Church of Chriſt for your common Mother; 
all theſe Relations deſerve a Tenderneſs on the one ſide, 
and on the other impoſe an Obligation on you to enquire 
into their Behaviour, and to provide for their Inſtruction; 
don't fo overcharge em with Labour, that they can find 
no time for God, You can't exact ſo continual a Ser- 
vice, nor is it in their power to comply with you. They 
owe more Obedience to God than to you; and you 
tranſpreſs your Duty, when your Commands croſs 
upon his. Nor is it ſufficient to allow *em time to look 
into the Concerns of their Souls, you mult ſee they im- 
ploy it well: Let 'em meet at Prayers at leaſt once a Day, 
and puniſn thoſe that neglect this Duty. Suffer not 
in your Houſe a Debauchec, though never, fo uſeful. Who 
s 4 Traitor to his Maker, will betray a Malter at the 
brſt Occaſion. A Man without Conſcience is always 
without Honeſty. Befides, Lewdneſs and Knavery are 
catching, and one infected Perfon ſuffices to ſcat- 
ter the Contagion. Take this for a Principle. The 
more you take to Heart God's Intereſt, the more he'il 
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take care of yours; he'll crown your Enterprizes with 


Succels, or raiſe your Soul above the Stroak of Misfor- 
tune. In fine, you'll either enjoy Protperity with a Chri- 
ſtian Moderation, or bear Adverſity with Pleaſure, 


VII. 

Confine not Charity within the Walls of your own 
Houſe, nor employ it wholly about the Spiritual Good 
of your Neighbour; let the Body feel the Effects of his 
Tenderneſs, as well as the Soul. When he groans under 
the Pangs of Poverty, and ſtruggles with Neceſſity, re- 
lieve his Indigence out of your own Store-Houſe; let 
the Meaſure of your Charity be the Extent of your Abi- 
lity; and of his Want : What by lay out on the Poor, 
is not ſpent, but put to Intereſt; God is Security for the 
Reimburſement, ſo that the Payment is infallible. I 
have ſeen ſome Gentlemen open-handed enough, but 
then they diſperſed their Charities with ſo unhandſome 
a Grace, that, methought, they did ill in doing good, and 
refuſed an Alms whillt they gave one; they ſeem'd to 
inſult over a poor Creature's Miſery, and ſeldom open'd 
their Purſe, till they had vented their Gall. This is not 
to relieve the Indigent, but to throw Shame upon Want, 
and Confuſion upon Neceſſity; it's to hang Weight to 
their Burthen, and to fret Poverty with Contempt : Be- 
ſides, it loſes the very Nature of Alms; for that is not 
received gratis, that is purchaſed with Bluſhes, and at 
the Expence of Patience. A compaſſionate Look often- 
times retreſhes more, than a Crown with a ſevere one. 
And (methinks) 1 had rather be ſent away with a civil 
God b- with you, than be entertained with Peeviſknels 
andi Nature. A ſmall Favour well timed, becomes 
coplilerzble; The very manner of giving adds to the 


Gift. Kecp not therefore the Poor at a Bay, nor rack 


'<£m with Queſtions; to what purpoſe do theſe Prelimi- 
naries ſerve, but either to feed your 8 or to 
ſpend a freiting Humour? We are of the ſame Nature; 


our zodies are made of the 12me Clay, and our Souls 
by the ſame Hand. The difference between the Rich 
and Poor comes not from Nature or Merit, but from the 
Ordination of Providence. Some are born to no other 
Eſtate than that -of their Brethren's Charity, that they 
may practiſe Patience; and others to Abundance, 105 

| they 
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they may exerciſe Charity; ſo that the Vertue of theſe 
ſtaud indebted to the Miſery of thoſe; and the Giver is 
no leſs oblig'd than the Receiver. x 


IX. | 

Begin to practiſe the Vertues of a Chriſtian betimes 
accuſtom your Palate to /em before you have taſted Vice, 
they'll reliſh better; a ſmall Reſolution plains the Way 
to Heaven in the Beginning, and turns Godligeſs into 
Pleaſure; but if you ſtay till Sins have fluſh'd the Paſſi- 
ons, and tharpen'd Appetite, nothing but Violence can 
ſecure you; you will not be able to advance one ſtep 
without a Combat; you muſt fight your way through 
all the Squadrons, the Fleſh, the World, and the Devil 
will draw up to oppoſe you ; and when theſe Enemies are 
headed by vitious Habits, God knows, whether you 
will ever be ſo hardy, as even to attempt a Conqueſt ſo 
hazardous on the one ſide, and ſo laborious on the 
Other. | 


Indeed a Chriſtian Behaviour among Gentlemen is 
ſo unuſual, that you mult venture to be out of Faſhion, 
ou mult ſtand the Shock of Rallery, and perchance the 
troak of a Lampoon ; but theſe Weapons ſtick in the 
Skin, and although they are puſh'd on with all the Vio- 
lence of Malice and Profaneneſs, are not able to draw 
Blood, or to touch your Reputation. I have often been 
aſtoniſh'd at ſome Gentlemen, who praCtiſed Vertue at 
Home, and Vice in Company ; who betray'd their Con- 
ſcience to avoid a Bluſh. This is, ſaid 1, to fall into the 
wretched Blindneſs of ſome Savage Indians, who adore + 
the Devil, that he may do em no Harm. If Rakes glo- 
ry in Evil, why ſhould you be aſhamed at Good? Thar 
carries along its Condemnation, and this its Juſtificati- 
on. Surely ſhame ſits more naturally on Guilt than 

Innocence. 18 | 
But could we dive into a wicked Man's Heart, could we 
pierce into his Soul, we ſhould read molt viſible Traces of 
Shame and Confuſion, every Moment he caſts an Eye 
on his Vices, and his Neighbour's Vertues. For let me 
tell you, Neander, Piety has an amiable Aſped᷑, it charms 
its very Perſecutors, and even thoſe who ſtagmatize it in 
PraQice, admire its Beauty. So that though Rane 
Mo ___ they 


\ 
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they let flie a Rallery, and ſhoot a Joke, theſe petty At- 
rows flie at Random, and never come near your Ho- 

nour: Nay, take it for a general Rule, that thoſe Rakes, 

who flirt at a Chtillian Demeanour have a fecret, Eſteem 
for it. | 

Oh, ſaid one, I muſt draw in my Piety, and mew it 

within my own Walls; I have almoſt loſt my Chriſtian 

3 Name, and am ſcatce known,” bat by that of Brgoz. 

Pray, Sir, ſaid 1, let us not ſtartle at Sounds, nor run | 

away from Buffoons; let us conſtrue the Word, and 

frame tight Notions; and then we hall find, that Bigot 

1 

8 


in the Jargen of Reprobates is nothing elſe but a Man 
that believes Religion, and dates profeſs it; that boggles 


at Oaths, and blaſhes at Perjuties; that will elevate his P 
Spirits with old Hock, or new Champargs, but not drown t 
his Reaſon; that has not Courage to laugh at Hell, nor t 
the Impudence to play upon Heaven; that fometimes t 
does _ Actions, and al ways fears bad ones: This is it 
the Height of a Bigot's Devotion, according to the mo- 7 
dern Uſe of the Word; ſo that it * nothing hurt - b 
ful, nothing infamous, unlefs it be a Diſgraee to profeſs ti 


Honeſty upon Occations, to practiſe Morality, and to * 
have a good Conlcience. Tor W obT 5 
Bur let Debauchees burleſque your Piety, muſt you hi 
abandon it? Will you abjure Chriſtianity, becauſe ſome 
Libertines ſport with Religion; or commence Atheiſt, to 
humour Fools? Why then will you be feared out of Pie- 
ty, or teazed out of Morality? Is it honourable in Spight 
of Rallery to acknowledge a God, and a Diſgrace to 
ſerve him? ls it a Credit to be a Chriſlian, and a Shame 
to be a good one? No certaly; let us put things toge- 
ther, and act conſequently ; let us call in Reafon to go- 
vern Fancy. t TDMA EEO 
Beſides, who are thoſe Men that awe us? A Club of 
Animals, that have more Money than Wit, and more 
Quality than Conſcience; a Pack of HeQors, that live 
ill, and judge worſe; that are pitie by ſome, and 
ſcorned by others; the very Panegyticks of theſe Men 
are Satyrs, Praiſe out of their Months is ſeandalous, and 
Blame is glorious. Neander, ſuffer not your ſelf to be 
laugb'd of Heaven, nor rallied into Hell; if you 
can't bear the reproaching Frovns aud Stries of a Man, 
how will ye endure the Frowns of an angty Deity? — 
A | tne 
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ide Laſh of a petulant Tongue be ſo ſenſible, aſſure your 


ſelf the Pains of Fire and Brimſtone will be more inſup- 
portable. Vertue in a Dungeon is preferable to Sin on 
the Throne, and Innocence in the Pillory is more ho- 
nourable than Guilt on the Bench. | 


XI. 

If you love your Soul, and reſolve to ſave it, avoid 
the Converſation of Libertines and Atheiſts ; like the Baſi- 
lisk, their Eyes dart Poiſon, and their Tongues ſpeak 
Death : They are Satan's Deputies, and Devils by Proxy. 
A Libertine is half Fiend, half Beaſt; Pleaſure is his 
Summum Bonum ; this he places in Sin like the Devil, 
and in Mire like the Swine; he circles from the Tavern 
to the Play-houſe, from hence to the Stews, and returns 
to his Lodging the ſame way; ſo that his whole Study is 
to learn Wickedneſs, and his whole Buſineſs to practiſe 
it; his Diſcourſe is a Compound of Smut and Blaſphe- 
my; his Entertainment unchriſtian, and his Dialect dia- 
bolical ; he would faign monopolize the Wit of the Na- 
tion, but wants both Fund and Patent; his Knowledge 
reaches no further than the Cazette or the Courant, and 
on Occaſions he ventures to vent Nonſenſe in Metre; 
his Religion is univerſal, calculated for all Meridians; 
he has One for a Calm, another for a Storm; one for 
Europe, another for America; ſo that it's as difficult to 
be defined as a Disunctive; in Exgland he ſtickles for his 
Biſhops; in Scozland againſt em; he is a Few at Amſter- 
dam, a Muſſellnan at Conſtantinople ; a Papiſt at Rome, 
and a Calviniſt ar Geneva: Ina Word, he is any thing 
without, and nothing within; ſo that his whole Religi- 
on turns upon Convenience and Intereſt, and is com- 
prized in theſe Verſes, | | e 


W I hat's Orthodox and true Believing 
gaiuſt a Conſcience? Anſw. A good Living. 
ueſt. ¶ bat makes rebelling againſt Kings 

7 good old Cauſe? Anſw. Admmiſtrings. 

Queſt. M hat makes all Doctrine plain and clear? 

Anſw. About two hundred Pounds a Year. 

Queſt. And that which was prov'd true before 

Prove falſe again? Anſw. Tuo hundred more. 


XII. An 
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| XII. 

An Atheiſt is an overgrown Libertine; and if we be- 
lieve his own Genealogy, he is a By-blou begot by Ha- 
zard, and flung into the World by Neceflity ; he moves 
by Wheels, and has no more Soul than a Wind-mill ; he 
is thruſt on by Fate, and acts by meer Compulſion; he 
is no more Maſter of his Deeds than of his Being; and 
therefore is as conſtant to his Word as the Wind to the 
ſame Corner; fo that an Atheiſt by his own Principles 
is a Knave per ſe, and an honeſt Man only per Acgidens. 
In fine, he {tarts out of Duſt, and vaniſhes into nothing. 

Nean. All my Concerns are in the Hand of a Man, 
who will not be very fond of this Character, yer he ſets 
up for an Atheilt, and ſupports the Fraternity with Ar- 
guments and Authority. | 
| Enſeb. Neander, diſcharge him out of Hand, he'll cer- 
tainly ruin your Soul, and may poſſibly embezzle your 
Eilate. A round Huricane of Atoms may drive him 
into the Poſſeſſion of your Lands, and you out of 'em. 


A brisk Puff may conveigh out of ſight a neceſſary In- 


denture, or raiſe high the Bill of Reparations; there is 
no coming near a Man with Safety, that's void of Con- 
ſcience ; no truſting him that ads by Fates, or moves by 
Deſtiay; if he be a Slave to impulſe, he is not Maſter 
of his Honeſty. | | 

Nean. Tho? he abjures God, he upholds Reaſon, and 
keeps touch with Probity ; he values Honour, and would 

forfeit Life to maiutain it. 

Exſeb. Then he is made up of ContradiQions, and one 
part of his Creed ſtabs the other; if there be no God, 
your Friend is the Spawn of Caſualty ; the Child of Mat- 

ter and Motion, a heap of Duſt with a Complex of U- 

| bications, a Figure without Soul, a Statue without Life; 
he is all Matter like Beaſts, no more capable of Reaſon 
than an Ape, of Vertue than Baalam's Aſs, or of Ho- 
nour than Caligala's Conſul. In fine, withdraw your 
Concerns, or you may one Day repent your Confidence: 


For Imuſt once for all tell you, Honour without Conſci- 


ence, withqut Religion, will yield to Intereſt, _ 

| Nean, This cannot be done fo ſoon ; endeavour, I be- 
ſeech you to gain him ; overturn his Frinciples, and the 
Conqueſt will be eaſy: you can't oblige him more * 
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by entering into a Diſpute; and the ſhorteſt way to win 


his Favour, is to quarrel with his Tenets. 

Euſeb. Diſputes indeed are natural to Atheiſts ; for 
no Men maintain with greater Eagerneſs they are in the 
Right, than thoſe that ſuſpect they are in the Wrong; 
like Men in a dangerous Road, they love to Travel in 
Company, and ſo draw in Proſelytes to march to Hell 
with a Caravan. | 

But, Neander, This Itch of arguing is a terrible Argu- 
ment, they are ſcared with Doubts, and haunted with 
Suſpicions that God is no Chymzra, it's a Sign that 
Conſcience is uneaſy, and makes ſome Attempts to break 
all the Barriers of Ignorance, Pride and Blaſphemy. 

However, I'll comply with your Deſires, and wait up- 


on the Gentleman when you command me: Although I 


muſt tell you, a converted Atheilt is a Phcenix ſcarce teen 
in an Age; for he is a Mixture of Pride and Ignorance, 
of much Senſe and little Reaſon; he confutes Argu- 


ments with Laughter, and pretends to frown Demon- 


{tration it ſelf into Sophiſtry. How can Truth (I do not 
ſay ſubdue) but even reach ſuch a Man? You may as 
ſoon fetch down the Moon with a Cannon-Ball, as con- 
vince him. 

Neax. It's true, but Charity armed with ſolid Reaſons 
may perchance ſoften his Obſtinacy ; and although you 
loſe yonr Labour, you'll meet at leaſt in the next World 


the Reward of your Zeal. I'll tell him you intend to 


make him a Viſit. 
Euſeb. I am content, Neander, I have drawn a ſhort 
Scheme of your Duty, and with you ſo happy as to com- 
ply with it ; it will prove the beſt Support of this Life, 
and the greateſt Comfort in the other. God has interwo- 
ven Man's Felicity with his Duty, and twiſted his Inte- 
relt with Pleaſure. A good Man is ſeldom uneaſy, and 
an ill one is always unquiet ; one mult be blind not to 
diſcover the Canker at his Heart through all the glitter- 
ing Pageantry of Greatneſs and Power: he may rant and 
laugh, but can't be merry : for certainly there is a great 
Difference between Noiſe and Mirth; their Lives are as 
unlike as their Ends; and thoſe are as different as the 


_ of the Damued are from the Joys of the Bleſ- 
ed. e 


« Neander 
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Neander took leave of Exſebins, with a Promiſe tg 
«call upon him the next Morning. He went immedi- 
cc ately to Theomachxs's Lodgings ; (this was the Atheiſt's 
« Name) he opened freely his Deſign, and ask'd him, 
« If Buſineſs would permit him to entet upon a Con- 
< ferrence with Exſebius. OY 

„ Theomachus recdved the Propoſal with a Tranſport 
- & of Joy, and told Neander he was infinitely oblig'd to 
« him, for offering ſo fair an Occaſion of making Ac- 
„ quaintance with a Man ſo much talked of: For (con- 
« tinued he) I have often heard great Commendations 
t“ both of his Vertue and Learning, and ſhall by this 
tt Interview be able to judge, whether his Merits equal 
. his Fame. Beſides, the Greatneſs of my Adverſary 
« will ſecure my Credit, though Fortune declare againſt 
« me. Neander, after ſome mutual Compliments, re- 
« turned to his Lod ings, with a Reſolution to mind 
& Theomachus of his Promiſe the next Morning. 
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PUBLISHER 


TO THE 


LADIES and GENTLEMEN. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 


Ne -LT HO” it be not within the Power of Man 
to write ſo nicely, as to leave the Criticks no- 
thing to refine upon; yet there are ſome, whoſe 

- N N come nigher up to it, and hit 
much better with the God ds Times, than 
others. Among theſe we may preſume to reckon The firſt 
Part of the | Fang: er Inſtructed; which was ſcarce 
well ſet out, before it was at the Eud of its firſ Edition; 
and having run the ſecond with the ſame Succeſs, in the 
third, it was deſervedly took up into a Dedication; in 
which, as it gain'd no little on Account of the honourable 
Perſon it was preſented to, ſo it received no ſmall Advan- 
tage from the ingenious Remarks of the Dedicator ; whoſe 
Elogiums are ſo well thought, his Thoughts ſo well ex- 
4 preſs, 
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preſi'd, and his Expreſſions ſo well put together, that tho 
the Work it ſelf were of no Value, yet one wonld buy 
tbe Bool for the Dedication. | 

It was the Author's Deſire of being unknown, which 
made him willing to paſs for being Dead; but this Supple- 
ment, which is the genuine Off-ſpring of the ſame Pen, 
has too much of him in it, not to convince the,World he is 
fill alive; and whoever reads the ſecond Part, will find 
there, ſuch a Harmony of Thought and Expreſſion with 
the firſt, that if the Author bad been dead, one would al. 
moſt conclude him riſen again to write it. In a Word, he 
is certainly alive; and *tis hop'd, his growing Eſteem will 
encourage him to oblige che Paublick with many ſuch deſer- 
ding Pieces. 

is Defign in this is to inſtrud the Nobility of both 

Sexes in their Duty; and to chalk out the ſureſt and ſhorteſt 
Way to Content in this World, and the Glory in the next, 
This is without doubt an advantageous Diſcovery, which ſo 
nearly concerns you, that I hope you will take the Propo- 
ſals into Conſideration. And methinks the Author ſo hand- 
ſomely recoaciles Greatneſs to Goodneſs, and all the Pre- 
rogatives of Quality 10 the Precepts of the Goſpel; that 
yon muſt either have forfeited Reaſon, or have bid adien 
zo Religion, if you refuſe to practice the Method he pre- 
- ſeribes: For who but Fools and Atheiſts, will reſign all 
Preteuſions to a future Bliſs, for any temporal Enjoyment, 
when be may live great here, and happy hereafter ? 

Ladies, Soldiers, and Courtiers will find here the Canſes 
of their Miſcarriages, and the Remedies : And if a bare 
expoſing of your Failures over-heat the Spleen, and awaken 
Indignation ; ſurely the Gentleman's Antidote will lay theſe 
uujuſt Reſentments; and perſwade yoo zo acknowledge, that 
he had been leſs charitable, if he had been more indul: 
Cent. 4 
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COR CH ee 
DIALOGUE IL. 

1 The Cauſe of the following Dialogues. 

4 77 =" USEBIUS prepar'd for the Rendez- 
8 88 8 vous, and reſolv'd to attack the Atheiſt 
4 Fa 2 — next Day : But an untorefeen Accident 
. bY; 5 (Sl deferr'd the Meeting. 


BP 28 A Club of young Blades that Evening 

filed off from the Play-houſe to ſtorm 
ſome Bottles of Champaign. Eleutherius led on the Bri- 
grade, and march'd at the Head of the Battalion. And 
indeed, he was compleatly equipt for the Adventure.“ 
His Purſe was arm'd with Silver, and his Conſcience 
with Steel. T hey attack*d the Enemy with Courage, and 
dore on with Reſolution. All proteſted againſt Quarter, 
(as brave Friburgen did at Cremona) and 10 retolv'd to 

p. [and till they fell in the Enterptize. 

H 2 But 
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But if the Aſſailants did Execution, Champaign did 
more: It tilted at the Head, and made directly at the 
Brain. One dropp'd under the Table, an Haxza waited 


upon him to the Ground; and Morpbeus ſtept in to play 


the Surgeon. 

The Misfortune of one breathes Vigout into the other; 
they carry on manfully the Attack: Their Heads run 
round with the Glaſſes ; their Tongues ride Poſt ; their 
Wits are jaded ; and Reaſon is diſtanc'd. Brutes could 
not talk better, nor Men worſe: Like Skippers in a Storm, 
they rather hollow'd than ſpoke; ſcarce one heard his 
Neighbour, and not one underſtood him: So that Noiſe 
ſtood for Senſe, and every one paſs'd for a Virtuoſo, be- 
cruſe all play'd the Fool to Extravagance. 

The Subject of their Heat was no leſs ſurprizing than 
the Management of it; and both ridiculous to Amare- 
ment. Sorrel (cries one with an Oath) is the moſt com- 
pleat Nag in Ezgland; and then he threw among the 
Company ſuch a Bedrol! of Jocky- Jargon, that one would 
think he had ſwept the Stable ſeven Years, or ſerved an 
Apprenticeſhip to a Farrier. From Terms of Arts he goes 
on to a Leſſon of Proportion. He diſſects the Animal; 
and flings the Anatomy on the Table; then he flouriſhes 
on his Feats, and ſwears he is famous in the Journal of 
News-market. Nay, I am told, the Gentleman proteſted, 
Sorrel was as well born as himſelf; that in a collateral 
Line he touched the greater Beucephalus, and was a Couſin, 
once remov'd, to Caligala's Conſul. 

Wine had heated the Company's Blood ; but this ſhort 
Panegyrick inflam'd it. They could not agree to Sorre!'s 
Atchievements, nor ſuffer him ta monopolize the Per- 
fections of his Species; every Man ſtood up in Defence of 
his own Rozinante, and maintain'd his juſt Prerogatives 
with Heat and Clamour. Byt whilſt the Diſpute run 
high, their Wits ſunk low with the Bottles; Senſe flum- 
ber'd, and Reaſon almoſt fell into a Lethargy. 

From the Stable'they trip over to the Kennel, and leave 
Horſes, to philoſophize on Hounds. They follow the 
Chace with Tumult; one would have taken 'em for 4 
Pack of Beagles on the Scent, but that they open'd louder. 
All this while the Glaſſes circle, Reaſon ebbs, Extrava- 
gance flows, and Mirth flies out into Madneſs. 


And 
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And now our Gallants were handſomely equipp'd for 
any Villany. Champaign had fir'd their Blood, intoxi- 
cated Reaſon, and drowned Shame. 2 fell upon their 


Maker without Fear, without Scruple. Some worry his 
Juſtice, whilſt others buffoon his Mercy. The Juice of 


the Grape had ſwell'd theſe petty Pigmies into daring Gi- 


ants, who canonaded Heayen, and defied the Omniponent. 
Indeed their Drunkenneſs made ſome Attonement for 
their Blaſphemies : But after all, it's a ſad Caſe, when a 
Man is better for being transform'd into a Beaſt, and leſs 
fooliſh for having loſt his Wits; | 

One proteſted againſt all Religions but that of Epicure: 
Againſt all Heavens but that of Mabomet: And againſt 
all Hells, but Want of Champaign or Canary. Another 
would not receive the Lord's Prayer without an A- 
mendment. To petition for Bread (ſaid he) has more 
of the Beggar, than 'of the Gentleman. And ſutes bet- 
ter with the Poor of the Pariſh, than with the Lord of 
the Manner. Let us at leaſt (ſaid he) tack to daily 
Bread, one Bottle of rr The Motion met with 
Applauſe : Every one follow'd the Propoſal with a Com- 
ment ten Times mvre outragious than the Text. They 
rioted on: Impiety, and the moſt rampant Inſolence, paſs'd 
for the moſt refined Wit. Nay, to ſcrew Outrage to the 


higheſt Point, Oh! ſays one, give me Religio Medici, this 


Religion at large is a healing Profefſion : It reconciles 
the Croſs with the Creſcent; and ſtrikes an Alliance be- 
tween the Son of Mary, and the Son of Abdala. Thus 
is the Goſpel deliver'd up to the Rabble, and a petty A- 
theiſtical Pamphlet lock'd up in the Ark. Our Saviour's 
Doctrine mult give place to the Viſions of an irreligious 
On more fit to gaze upon Urinals, than to talk of 
eligion. | . 

Had their Diſcourſe been innocent, their Madneſs had 
been diverting: But to hear Chriſtians turn God into 
Farce, and Religion into Romance; revile Sanity, and 
play with Juſtice, is monſtrous and provoking. For what 
can be more amazingly flagitious, than to make God the 
Subject of our Sport, and the Goſpel of our Diverſion? 


Than to throw the molt augult and the molt trifling things 


into the ſame Compoſition? And to' blend Majeſty and 


Omnipotence with Laughter and Frenzy? 


H3 The 
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The Proverb ſays, bo murthers when he is drank, muſt 
Bang for it when he ts ſober, | would have it pals into a 
ſtanding Law, and take in Blaſphemers. The Fear of 
a red hot Iron might poſſibly put 'em in Mind of Fire 
and Brimſtope, and the Dread of paſſing for ſtigmatiz'd 
Villains in this World, might ſcare them into an Appre- 
henſion of living eternally Reprobates in the next. 

By this 1 ime Eleutherius had ſciz'd on the Chair, and 

began to hold forth on the text of ede, bibe. He was a 
Libertine at full Growth, a Latitudinarian in Principle, 
and by Conſequence an Atheiſt in Practice. Eprieare was 
his Caſuiſt, and H his Divine. 
Do your Arms, Gentlemen (bawls he) the Enemy has 
taken the Field, and advances to beat up our Quarters. 
Our Privileges gaſp, and our great Prerogative lies bleed- 
ing. Nothing but Reſolution can retrieve'em. 

The Company gaz'd at this unexpected Exordium. 
Some cry'd out Thieves, others a French Invalion ; but 
moſt concluded, the Monſieurs could ſcarce land without 
Veſſels; unleſs the follow'd the Road of the Compoſtella 
Pilgrims, or preſt ſome Teams of Domingo's Ganzes. But 
the Orator perceiving the Surprize, ſoon laid their Fright, 
and calm'd their Fear. Gentlemen (continued he) our 
Enemies are Domeſtick, not Foreign ; and they prepare 
Chains for our Conſciences, not tor our Bodies. In a 
Word, they preach up Vertue, and cant down Pleaſure 
entail Heaven on the one, and Hell on the other. 


Yet, did they confine this Obligation of Selt-denial to 


the Clergy, or theSex, I would fitdown, and only ſmile 
at the Impoſture. But alas! they even ſtrike at our un- 
queſtionable Prerogative, and bring Gentlemen within 
the Laſh of the Statute. We mult forſooth fling up our 
Claim to Heaven, unleſs we ſtarve in the Face of Plenty. 
We ſhall cry out in the next World for Water to cool 
our parch'd Tongues, if we bathe em with Bargundy in 
this. T heſe new-coin'd Tenets are ſet on Foot, and abet- 
ted in London, nay, in the very Sight of the Play-houlſe 
and the Tavern. 4 

I ͤ met this Morning one Euſebius, the grand Patriarch 
of theſe dangerous Morals : His Perſon ſeems as out- 
landiſn as his Doctrine, and his Mind no lefs Heterodox 
than his Principles: He is a Compound of Few and In- 


fidel, Phariſee on the one Side, and Stoick on the ny 


| 
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His Gate is as grave as the old Duke of Ars, and as 
ſtarch'd as that of his Majetty of Pegs : But his Tongue 
rides Poſt, and is a Kind of Motus perpetuus; and. like 
old Diogenes, or Timon, is always upon the Satyf. In 
fine, I took the Man for Penance in Perſon, and Morti- 
fication in Querpo ; for a meer Mummy pickled in 
Myrrh, and bak'd in Bitumen. Gentlemen (cries he) 
mult low Appetite, baulk Senſe, and curb Nature: They 
mult war upon the Fleſh, repreſs its Sallies, and diet it 
into Obedience: They muſt be humble in Grandeur, poor 
in Wealth, and meek in Spight of Provocation : They 
mult melt down their Swords into Croſſes, and turn 
their fine Holland Shirts into Sackeloth. Is not this to 
lay us on our Backs? To break down the Encloſure 
between Quality and Peaſantry, and to call in our Pa- 
tents? Drudgery is the Portion of Clowns, Pleaſure the 
Inheritance of Gentlemen: I could not indeed confute 
his Sophiſms with Reaſon, but wil! by Practice. And 
if J am not miſtaken, one Fact weighs more than a thou- 
ſand Speculations. Let us ſtrangle this new born Brat in 
the Cradle, Principiis obſta is a nice Maxim; A Spark 
contemn'd breaks often into a Flame. New Errors 
are as highly received into our Ifland as new Faſhions, 
and we are juſt as conſtant to our Principles as to our 
Amours. : 

The Harangue was receiv'd with Applauſe, and all vo- 
ted a Remedy. Some would filence Euſebius with a Ba- 
ſtinado, and others with Reaſon. They pitch'd upon the 
lait Cpinion as more civil, and leſs dangerous. 

An Interview is reſolv'd. But who will take up the 
Cudgels, and cloſe with the Enemy? Elezther:zs found no 
Inclination to meaſure Weapons with a vitorious Foe. 
The firſt Engagement had cool'd his Appetite. He had 
ſhot all his Ammunition, and like our German Allies, ex- 
pected a Bill of Exchange to furniſh his Magazine with 


new Proviſion. 


The Expedition (ſays one of the Company) is of too 
great Conſequence to be committed to Eleatherinss Con- 
duct; he has been once fool'd, and a fecond Attempt, ill 
managed, may give an entire Overthrow to our Cauſe. 


To be foil'd and foil'd (ſays another with a Smile) may 


paſs for ſynonymous in his Caſe; the Senſe comes as near 
as the Letters, and the Signification of either may equal- 
ly be apply'd to him. "T4 4 a 


CY 
: 
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Flattery had plac'd her among the Beauties, and Favour 


to receive Reproof for Incenſe, nor unpalitable Truths, 
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Eleutherius was ſurpriz'd at the Glance, and the Sar- 
caſm call'd for a Bluſh; but Wine prevented the Con- 
fuſion; for it having taken Poſſeſſion of his Cheeks, they 


could admit no other Colour ; tho? to ſpeak Truth, E- 
leutberius had a great Command over his Blood, and was 


ae 1 PY 


| 

within an Ace, as much Maſter of his Face as of his Con- 
ſcience. | | | 
However, he proteſted againſt the Calumny, yet with ] 
too much Heat to be innocent; the Wine had warm'd ( 
his Courage, but this ſet it on Fire. The Conſult had 2 
ended in a civil War, had not one of the Company in- f 
terpos'd, and kept the Peace between her Majeſty's Sub- t. 
jects. Nay, he undertook the Command of the Expedi- ( 
tion: So that having provided for the Encounter, they Ti 
reel'd rotheir Lodgings, tho* ſome took up in the Kennel. S 
8 

ii 2 


A Proſecution of the ſame Subje@. 


W HILST Eleutberius prepar'd againſt Euſebius on 
the one Side, his Lady (whom I call Emilia) muſter'd 
Troops on the other. Yeſterday's Diſcourſe lay hard on 
her Ladyſhip's Stomach. The Gentlewoman was down- 
right Crop-fick, and nothing but Revenge was able to 
carry off the Humour. She had been ſo inured to Com- 
pliments, that ſhe could not digeſt Exzſebizs's Freedom. 


voted-her a Wit. She was fond of the Promotion, and 
by an innate Pride, common to the Sex, aſcribed the 
whole Preferment to Merit, and nothing to Courteſy. 
Now, this Lady, ſo gaudy in Conceit, could not endure 


for fawning Courtſhip. She dreaded a ſincere Tongue 
no leſs than a true Glaſs, and would no more ſuffer her 
Conduct to be queſtioned than her Complexion. Euſe- 
bixs indeed had handled her Ladyſhip without Ceremo- 
ny, but her Diſeaſe was mortal: Like an honeſt Sur- 

on, he would not ſpare the Saw to flatter the Patient. 


owever, he ſtept not over the Rules of nt bu 
ept 
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kept within the Bounds of Decency: But he could not 
applaud her Follies, nor canonize her Irregularities. She 
was wedded to the World. He told her ſhe embrac'd a 
Shadow, that once would betray her Hopes, and thwart 
her ExpeQation with Diſappointment: That ſhe might 
retrieve her Folly by a timely Divorce : But that dila- 
tory put-offs are generally follow'd by an untimely 
Repentance. Euſebius might. have expected from her 
Court-Breeding, a cjvil Return for ſo charitable a Ca- 
eat. Emilia was in the wrong, but ſhe would not be 
ſet right. She poſted to Hell, yet would needs be told ſhe 
took the high Way to Heaven: And becauſe the good old 
Gentleman poſtponed her Favour to her Happineſs, and 
refuſed to purchaſe her bonnes Graces at the Expence of her 
Soul, ſhe flew into a Fury, and repaid his Charity with 
Satyr and Declamation. Nay, ſome affirm Paſſion had 
almoſt ſtopp'd Reſpiration, and that ſhe had certainly expi- 
red of a Syncop, had ſhe not taken Coach, and thrown off 
the ſtifling Humour in the Boſoms of a Female Fando, 
with whom ſhe paſs'd the Evening. 

Emilia found the Ladies in a Commotion, their Con- 
verſation was clamorous, and too earneſt to be indiffe- 
rent. Indeed a kind of South-Eaſt Wind had ruffled their 
Temper, and blown their Tongues into Diſorder. The 
French Packet-Boat brought over the Alarm, and Lucia 
(ſo I call the Lady) paid the Poſt a Shilling for the Mor- 
tification. To be ſhort, this Gentlewoman entertain'd an 
Envoy at the French Court to give Intelligence how 
Modes ebb'd and flow'd; when they firſt appear'd ; when 
like toexpire; which were more proper for forty, which 
for ſixteen; which for a tiſing, which for a ſetting Beau- 
ty. She received freſh Advice, that the French King 
had forbid the wearing of Gold Lacey and that all be- 
low a Counteſs lay under the Prohibition ; that he had 
clipp'd Commodes, and taken the Sex a Story lower ; 
that the Dutcheſs of Bargund/ immediately undreſs'd, 
and appear'd in a Fontange of the new Standard; that his 
Majeſty had a Deſign again(t Top-knots ; and had paſs'd 


in Council an A& againſt the Tranſportation of H aſhes 


and Pomatums. | G 
This unexpected Intelligence wrought like diaturbith 
cum Rhea, Paſſion fluſh'd in their Faces, and burſt out of 
their Mouths. The Graud Lewis was commanded to oh - 
ar, 


he was handled by this Female Bench as Chavalierly, as 
the Salamanca Doctor by Sir George Feffertes; and his 
'exorbitant Power receiv'd more Lathes in an Hour, than 
at the Hague, or Vrenna, in a T welve-month, 

The Sun (ſays one) in all his Voyages never ſaw a 
more imperious Prince; he drives at Univerſal Monat— 
chy, his Deſires out- ſtretch his Dominions, nothing is a- 
ble to glut his Ambition but the Slavery of Europe; he 
has beſieged Towns theſe threeſcore Years, now be falls 
foul upon Faſhions, and hectors at the Toylet as he huffs 
in the Field. | 

This is (continued another) an Inroad upon our Pn. 
vilege, anda manifeſt Invaſion of our Right; to model 
Dreſſes, is the chief Branch of our Prerogative; nay, it's 
our proper Chattel; ina Word, it's an Employment en- 
tailed on our Sex. FP. 

Indeed, I am told (fays a third) French Laws reach 
not our Iſland; they are contraband here no leſs than 
their Wines: But tho? there be no Commerce of Trade, 
there is of Modes: We are always French without, tho 
ſeldom within ; and though we hate their Soldiers, we 
dote on their Taylors and Sempſtreſſes. We ſhould there- 
fore ſee the Waiters, and ſeize on the reform'd Ware at 
the landing; nay, and indict the Seamen upon the Statute 
of no Commerce with France. | | 

Emilia expected a Qzeve with Impatience, and now 
ſhe thought to eaſe her Mind, and to lay open the Cauſe 
of her Chagrin to the Company. Alas! (ſaid ſhe) our 
Privileges are not only rifled at Paris, they are clipp'd at 
London The diſtinguiſhing Marks of Birth and Title 
are detaced; and the Maid ſtands on the ſame Level 
with my Lady: Then ſhe entertain'd the Club with the 
Dialogue between her ſelf and Euſebius, and follow'd 
the Text with an exaſperating Comment: Nay, ſhe mil- 
repreſented the Diſcourſe to fit it for Satyr, and foiſted in 
ſome grating Expreſſions to provoke Reſentment : The 

Harangue tired the Audience, and almoſt threw a Leaſh 
of Ladies into Fits. They loſt Patience, and even Breed- 
ing: Paſſion ſeized on Reaſon, and Revenge gave Liber- 
ty to'the Tongue. When Spite and Impotence meet, 
nothing is more clamorous and extravagant. 
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Bar, and pronounced guilty of a high Miſdemeanour; 
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But above all Emilia was remarkable: Nature had 
{zyoured her with a voluble Tongue; and her mercurial 
Temper, heated with Revenge, improved its Motion to 
Admiration : So that it run at the Rate of ten Miles an 
Hour, and laſh'd Exſeb:#s without Mercy or Interrupti- 
on. They leave Monſieur at Verſilles to chaſtiſe Euſebius 
ar London: He was to be brought upon his Knees firſt, 
and then to do Penance before the Congregation : But 
theſe ſevere Reſolutions were the Ettect of the firſt Heat, 
Time cool'd their Fury, and wrought them into Terms 
of a more reaſonable Satisfaction. They thought there- 
tore fit to compound with the Gentleman upon theſe Ar- 
tictes. 1. That he craved Pardon of the Ladies, for af- 
fronting their Character in the Perſon of Em2:/:4. 2. That 
he acknowledged the Doctrine he had advanc'd was He- 
terodox; rather ſpoken out of Inadvertence than Ma- 
lice, and more to carry on Diſcourſe, than to impoſe an 
Obligation. 3. That theſe Words of our Saviour, be per- 
ſect, rather intimate a Counſel than a Command: And 
that they concern neither the Dutcheſs, Counteſs, nor 
Gentlewoman. 4. That the foreſaid Perſons are exempt 
from the Cumbrances of the Goſpel, and lie under no 
Law but of their Pleaſure. Emilia and Lucia drew up 
theſe Conditions, and were deputed by the Functo to 
preſent them to Euſebius. In the mean Time the good 
Man went to Bed, never dreaming of their Deſigns ; 
aud ignorant of the Work theſe two Cabals had cut him 


out tor the next Day's Employment. 
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Euſebius lays open the irregular Conduct of Ladies. 


L Wilia and Lucia drove away betimes the next Mor- 

ning to Eaſebius's Lodging. They generoully for once 
broke their Sleep to execute their Commiſſion; and ex- 
pos'd their Health to the Morning Vapours for the com- 
mon Concern of the Sex. Euſebias ſtarted at the Earli- 
neſs of the Viſit, and began to ſuſpect this unuſual Ap- 
pearance (like monſtrous Births) portended a Turn of 


State; or threatuing Inundation, or Earthquakes : To 
3 tiſe 
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. Precaution, armed themſelves againſt the Serena with a 


riſe by Candle- light, and to ſet out before the Sun, is not 
only a Breach of Cuſtom, but a Violation of the Cee. 
monial of Ladies; univerſally they muſt not begin their 
Journies till P4&6bzs has almoſt ended his, nor lay down 
to ſleep till he prepares to riſe. However, Enſebins re- 
membred his Duty in the Height of his Surprize, and re- 
ceived the Deputies with a Retpe&. He would fain have 
regaled them with a Diſh of Chocolate, but they refu- 
ſed the Offer : For indeed, they had already, by Way of 


Caudle. : 
Emilia open'd her Commiſſion, and read her Creden- 
tials ; then, I am ſent (f:'1 ſhe) by a ſelect Committee 
of Ladies to require Satisfaction. You are, Sir, (I pre- 
ſame, continued ſhe) too guilty to deny the Charge, and 
too much a Gentleman not to ask out Pardon. g 
Euſebius could ſcarce keep Countenance at this uner- f 
pected Harangue ; and indeed, had not her Ladyſhip wept M v 


like April, he might have turn d the Scene into Farce and g. 


Comedy. Indeed ſne wept ſo heartily, one would have 


thought her favourite Lap-dog lay gaſping, or that ſome In 


American Planter had kidnapp'd the little Animal, to ot 
tranſplant the Species into Virginia. It was not Repen- Pi 
tance for her Sins melted her Heart, and drew down theſe MW H 
plentiful Showers : No, no, Vexation alone open'd the ty 
Flood-gates of her Eyes, and caſt her into this whimper- MW © 
ing Diſtemper. Euſebius (as I faid) had catechiſed her Ir 
Ladyſhip, and ſhe took his Freedom in Dudgeon : She II lit 
miſtook his Charity for Diſreſpect, and thought herſelf MW 
affronted, becauſe he paid leſs Reſpect to her Follies, E, 
than to her Perſon; for great Ladies expect Flattery even as 
for thoſe Extravagancies for which they are in Danger of W Dj 
ſuffering Fire and Brimſtone hereafter. Now the very W ha 
Sight of Euſebius boil'd up her Reſentment to the Brim, | 
and becauſe it found not an eaſy Iſſue through the Tongue, Se 
it broke a Paſſage through the Eyes. | He 
Euſebius ſeeing Emilia in this Situation thought open 


Raillery unſeaſonable, and yet he could notreſolve to be MW yo1 
ſerious. He took therefore a Mean, and between Ear- MW M: 
neſt and Jeſt ; you are, Madam, I perceive, ſaid he, a red 
publick Miniſter, and this Lady is your Adjoint. Why MW Dy 
was not I advertis'd of your 9 I might have pre- bor 

ajeſty's Coaches to trat 


par'd the Sopha, or borrow'd her 


con- 
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conduct you to Audience. But ſeeing you are pleas'd to 
appear Incognito, let my Ignorance apologize for this poor 
Reception, | , PEE 

You tell me, I am guilty of Leze Majeſty againſt La- 
dies; certainly a Crime of ſo monſtrous a Size would fly 
in my Face, unleſs my Memory were ſhort, or my Con- 
ſcience harden'd. Yet though Age hath not wore out 
the one, nor my Morals ſeered the other, I am not con- 
ſcious of the Treſpaſs. No, I reſpect their Quality, and 
have a Regard for their Perſons, when attended by Merit, 
and waited on by Vertue; but when I find no Fund of 
Excellency, but the Feminine Gende:; a dignified Hus- 
band, or a gaudy Manteau, I reſerve my Eſteem for more 
deſerving Qbjects. 

Luc, — Sir! Have you the Confidence to plead not 
guilty before Emilia? Refreſh your Memory, caſt a Re- 
flection upon Yeſterday's Converſation! Was it genteel ? 
Was it managed by the (tric Rules of Decorum? You for- 
got her Station and your own. 

Euſeb. You muſt not wonder, Madam, if I deny the 

lndictment; the Law allows it to Criminals, it's the Style 
of the Court. Now, I ſuppoſe, you will not refuſe me the 
Privilege of the Bar. But however, I had I confeſs the 
Hononr to argue a Point with Emilia, and the Misfor- 
tune to diſpleaſe her. Yet the Offence was meerly per- 
ſonal, it reach'd not the Court, much leſs the whole Sex. 
Ipreſame every Woman is not Legion. And that Affronts 
like Diſeaſes are not propagated by Sympathy. 
Luc. You (truck and wounded the whole Sex through 
Emilia's Side. Did you not preach up Vertue, not only 
as an Ornament to Quality, but as a ſtrict Obligation? 
Did you not lampoon our Conduct, and expoſe our Be- 
haviour ? 

Euſeb. I told Emilia Vertue was her Duty, and I have 
Scripture for my Warrant. Pray fly in the Face of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and bring in an Action of Scandalum mag- 
natum againſt our bleſſed Saviour. He pinches, 1 aflure 
jou, upon Grandure and Title, and values more a Dairy- 
Maid with Vertue, than a Princeſs without it. I ventu- 
red alſo to compare the Practice of Ladies with their 
Duty; and after a ſerious Application, I found the one 
bore no Proportion with the other. They jar like Con- 
ſtaries, and can no more be reconcil'd than Contradi@ 2 - 
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ries. If I arraign the Expreſſes of ſome, 'twas only ta 
retorm them. Charity guided my Tongue, not Satyr. In 
fine, I endeavour'd to correct their Failings, without out- 
raging their, Perlons, or inſulting their Quality. Now, 
pra Ladies, Were is the Harm? Is it not true, That 
God creared the World for Man, aud Man for himſelf? 
And are not Ladies comprehended ia this general End of 
the Creation? Will they refign all Claim to Heaven ? 
Or ſhake off the Yoke of Dependance? Are they not 
therefore oblig'd to ſerve God, both out of Intereſt and 
Duty? Is not this the fundamental Stone of our Religi. 
on? The capital Maxim of the Goſpel? The whole Load 
of Chriitian Promiſes and Precepts lean on this Baſis. 
And as God has obferved no Mean in his Favours to us, 
ſo he has put no Bounds to our Obligation. Love the Lord 
thy God with all thy Heart. This is Scripture, Ladies: It's 
not only God's Word, but his Command; and I find 
no where that the topping Females lie without the Pale 
of the Precept: But perhaps you are better read in Shak:- 
ſpear than Revelation. | 

Luc. God be thank'd, Sir, we know the Catechiſm. 
Do you ſuppoſe we receiv'd our Education in the Wiles 
of America:? | 

Euſeb. I queſtion not your Knowledge: It's hard to o- 
verlook a Truth God has ſtamped within us. That we 
were made to ſerve God is the firſt Leſſon we learn: But 

by Misfortune, we ſeldom look behind the Principle: We 
never take into Contideration the Conſequences: For it 
it be true you were meerly created for his Service and 
Glory, every Action that warps from this Point 1s excen- 
Trical and irregular: It's a Violation of your Duty, and 
carries you from the End of your Creation, Be pleas'd to 
ſurvey your I houghts and Deſires ; calculate your Words 
and Actions; and then tell me, Whether they hanker'd 
not more after your Satisfaction . than God's Service ? 
Whether they aim'd not more at the obliging of Senſe, 
than at the Diſcharge of your Duty? And yet you be- 
lieve jou were placed in this World to fave your Soul: 
That your only Buſineſs is to fave it: That though you 
ain the Univecte, you loſeall unleſs you iave it: Permit 
me to disbelicve you in this Particular, or to conclude 
your Rraſoa to be diſorder'd. | 


Emil. 


_ J 
» g 1 


„ of the Gentleman Taft ructed. III 


o Exil. Take your Choice, Judgments work no Altera- 
n on in this: You will ſcarce think us out of Chriſtianity, 
- nor judge us into Bethlem: But pray, What unfortun ae 


7 Conttellation reign'd at our Births? What fatal Iuflu- 
It ence dubb'd us Fools or Infidels? The Dilemma is un- 
? kind: I might add, ungenteel. Infidelity in a retorm'd 
tation has ſomething of the Monſter: And Fally every 


? where much of the Beaſt. Does our Diſcourſe betray a- 1 
t ny Diſtemper of the Head? Or our Practice any Symptoms | 
d of a depraved Will ? | | „ 
i Euſeb. Should you ſee a Man (whilſt his Eſtate lay 1 
id caſping) ſaunter from the Play-houſe to the Tavern; | 1 
S. ep till ten in the Morning, and revel till twelve at | 


„ MW \ipht: Baſtinado his Lawyers, and challenge his Judge * 
4 to a Duel, would you not conclude this Gentleman va- {WM 
| lu'd Indigence above an Eſtate? That he was fond of 


F a * hx 
fe Poverty? Or compleatly rigzed out for a Journey to | i 
le More-fielas * - 1 
e- Lmil. We ſhould queſtionleſs infer, he had a Mind to | 


disdurthen himſelf of the Incumbrance, of Lands; and 
n. to try the Charity of the Congregation. But pray parallel 
ds not our Behaviour to this Coxcomb's Extravagance. 
Exſeb. By no means; for how can I compare Things 
o- chat have no Proportion, or Analogy? This Coxcomo's 
ve rolly can only throw him into Poverty, and thoſe trou- 
ut Wl bleſome. Sequels that wait on Indigence, light Dinners, 
/e and foul Linen: And yet, this Mistortune may by Care 
it and Induliry be retrieved, and muſt end. But Ladies 
nd WW mult expect more diſmal Conſequences of their Negli- 
n. gence : But Heaven loſt is never found, and Hell Flames 
1d once lighted, are never extinguiſhed. 
[0 Lic, Nay, now we are fallen on the Topick of Eter- 
ds tity, we ſhall never end. You are chopp'd upon the Text 
'd WW of Pedants, upon the common Theme of Cant. You 
e? intend to fright us into Bigotry, and to ſcate us into Sla- 
ſe, N very. We know God has prepar'd a Heaven for his Friends, 
ber ande a Hell for his Enemies, and that both are everlalting ; 
1: bat we know alſo whilſt we do no Harm, we incur no 
ou WF Guilt, and by Conſequence no Puniſhment. 
nit Euſeb. Hell indeed is a very common Place, the Road 
de d it is plain, and always crouded, fo that it's well Peo- 
pied: Nay, and the Citizens, likethole of old Rome, are 
in great Part Lords, Knights and Ladies; and the Pri- 
- | | vilege 
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vilege of the Corporation runs for Eternity. You are 
acquainted (you tell me) with this Truth; However, 
I take the Freedom to rub up your Memory, and I think 
a Touch of it ſometimes, tho? it be only in Glance and 
Cypher, is ſeaſonable: For, I confeſs, a Doubt has hung 
cruelly in my Head, whether the Knowledge of our Firſt- 
rate Mortals, of both Sexes, reach'd the Centre? I haye 
ſpent ſome Reflections upon their ConduR, and find Hell 
in their Practice, but not in their Belief, I have compa- 
red with Grief, Pagan Rome with Chriſtian London, and 
read in the Practice of this, the Infidelity of the other. 
Their Actions are ſo uniform, one mult conclude their 
Expectations are the ſame ; and that our Exgliſb Hopes 
and Fears, are confined wholly to the preſent, as well as 
the Romans. For, in fine, theſe Pagan Ladies were litter'd 
to Campus Martins, ours are coach'd to Hyde-Park; if 
they ſheer'd off to the Theatre, ours drive home by the 
Play-Houſe; they had their Balls, we are not behind- 
hand in this Diverfion. The Roman Ladies hung Pro- 
vinces in their Ears, and carry'd the Price of Kingdoms on 
their Backs, and their Vanity ſwell'd to that Exceſs, that 
nothing but a Decree of the Senate, was able to put 
Bounds to its Etravagance. Indeed our Banks are leſs 
furniſh'd than thoſe of Rome; and ſo our Exglifh Vices 
mult be content with leſs Equipage: We are not attend- 
ed by a Train of Slaves, nor carried on: the Shoulders 
of Gauli, or Germans; our Pendants and Necklaces may 
want ſome Carads of the antient Bravery, but generally 
they weigh more than our Lands, and Lordlhips ; they 
eat up our Glebe, and prey upon our very Titles, So that 
tho* our Vanity has leſs Pomp and State, it's attended by 
more Folly. | | 

I confeſs Venus and Capid have no Altars in our Chur- 
ches, yet, tho' they are clear of Idols, Idolatry goes on: 
Like Michas we worſhip theſe liitle Proſtitutes at Home 
with EpoZs and Theraphim, and turn the whole Year 
into a Lapercalia: We build, I mean, to this Procurels 
and Pandar, Altars in our Hearts, out of the Reach of 
Parliament or Chureh- wardens ; and ſacrifice (not Doves) 
tut all our Thoughts, Defires, and Actions, to thoſe lewd 
Divinities. For pray conlider, do not Love Intrigues take 
up the Time of Chriſtians, as well as of the old Pagan's ? 
And are they not carried on with as much Heat and Ce- 
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temony at London as at Rome? Can Hiſtory inſtance one 
Fact of Incontinence that we have not adopted by Pra- 
dice? Nay, the Copies we draw out- do the Originals; 
and we bluſh as little at thoſe Crimes our Religion con— 
demns to Fire and Brimſtone, as the Pagans at thoſe 
idolatry placed in Heaven. F 

Now, who can draw any other Concluſion from ſuch 
2 Reſemblance of PraQtice, but a Reſemblance of Be- 
lief? And that Ezg/and, tho* Chriſtian without, is no 
leſs Pagan within than America? For what is the Diffe- 
rence, but that our Name ig better, and our Vices worſe. 
| have heard that a Fapexeſe, by the Inſtruction of a 
Divine, conceived a high Idea of the Chriſtian Religion; 
but all the Rhetorick of the Preacher was nnable to bring 
him over till he had taken a journey into Europe. With 
the firſt fair Wind he ſet Sail for Goa, he doubles the 
Cape of Good Hope, and lands at Lisbon; he travels 
over Europe; he examines the Behaviour and Employ- 
ments of Chriſtians, he compares their Lives with their 
Belief; the Looſeneſs of their Actions with the Severity 
of their Precepts; and finding no Proportion between 
the Doctrine and the Practice, he concluded Chriſtianity 
was Mummery and Romance: That we did not believe 
in Europe, what we preach'd in India; and, in fine, that 
Chriſtianity was rather a Myſtery of Iniquity than of 


Godlineſs. For he could not canceive it poſſible for ſo 


many Millions to run counter to the Laws of their Pro- 
feſſion, and to combine to confute by an univerſal Pra- 
Qice all the Articles of their Creed. Can Men (ſaid 
he) who profeſs a Goſpel of Love and Amity, outrage 
their Brethren, and welter in the Blood of their neareſt 
Relations? Can Men who are bid to lay up all their 
Treaſure in Heayen, place their whole Concerns upon 
Earth? Can they take up here, as if they were never to 
remoye, and ſettle with Satisfaction in the very Place of 
their Exile? Can Men believe Chrilt ſuttered for their 
Sins, and yet crucify him in their Oaths? Or that God 
will avenge Crimes, and yet commit the blackeſt without 
Horrour or even Scruple? Can they believe Luſt is for- 
bid, and at the ſame time make it their Buſineſs to ex- 
eite Fleſh, and whip on the Paſſions to Exceſſes even be- 
yond their natural Inclination? To plunge into Debau- 
ches leſs upon Appetite, than by way of Exploit and 

£ | I Gallantry ? 


+ 


114 ASupplement to the firſt Part 
Gallantry? This poor Idolater could not conceive how 
Chriſtian's Conduct could vary fo prodigiouſly from their 
Judgments: How their Law could teach Morality, and 
their Actions breath Impiety. And ſo return'd into his 
Country with this Perſuaſion, that our Religion was all 
Artifice, all Criminal, or all Chriſtians Infidels. i 

Emil. Well, Scolding is a Song of two Parts; if you 
take one, I may be tempted to take the other. Proyi- 
dence ſpoil'd a good Surgeon to make an ill Gentleman, 
Your Genfus lies fo to Diſſection, I believe you take as 
much Pleaſure in the cutting up of a Fault, or in read- 
ing upon the Soars of your Neighbour, as a Doctor of 
the College in the anatomizing of a MaletaQor taken 
from the Gibbet. Take your way, lampoon the whole 
Race of Chriſtians, and make a —_ upon the Nation, 
You have aſſumed the Office of Cenſor-General, and 
what will you gain but Enemies and Reproot? 

Luc. His Invictive, Madam, reaches not us, we do 
no Harm; our Conduct is innocent, and our Behavi- 
our belies not our Proteſſion. 

Exſeb. I am not diſpoted to libel Ladies, nor to bur- 
leſque Mankind. But I am concern'd in earneſt, to ſee N n. 
People in ſpight of all Solicitation to be happy, run head- L 
long, like crown'd Victims, to their Ruin. To ſee Chri- „ 
ſtians claim a Right to the vaſt Promiſes of our Redee- _ 
mer, and at the fame time to break thro? all the Princi- M ot 
ples that ſupport the Title. You fix your Security upon IM th. 
this wretched Maxim, [do no Harm. Suppoſe it true; I u 
Will this enſure your Happineſs ? P 

You have certainly conlider'd, Matt. xxv. You have 
read the Parable of a Malter, who call'd his Servant to 
Account for a Talent. Be pleaſed upon my Recom- 
mendation to turn once more to the Place: It ſeems de- 
ſign'd for your InſtruQion ; weigh the Drift, and ſtop at 
_ every Circumſtance. This Man deliver'd his Servant a 
Talent with a Command to lay it out at Intereſt : But 
reflecting on the one ſide perchance that the Bank was 
ſunk, and the Security Yueſtionable; and on the other 
that his Maſter was ſevere and exacting, he thought it 
4 piece of Policy to ſecure the Capital; and reſtor'd it 
immediately at his Return. But the Maſter treats the 
Man with Heat and Outrage. Il and Idle Servant. He 
receives the T alent with Indignation, he coops him ro ky 
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Jay! ; and then condemns him to weeping, and gnaſhin g 


of Teeth. Now this poor Wretch was neither Thief nor 
Murtherer ; he neither waſted his Lord's Goods, nor ali- 
enated em. It's true, he laid not out the Money to In- 
tereſt; but he ſecured the Principal: And if he did no 
Good, he was charg'd with no Harm. Notwithſtand- 
ing this Plea brought him not off; he was found guilty 
of Negligence and Idleneſs, and received both Sentence, 
and Puniſhment. | 

So that, Ladies, the very Ground of your Security was 
the Cauſe of his Damnation. He was unprofitabte, bur 
not wicked; he encreas'd not his Maſter's Stock, nor 
did he embezzle it. You pretend you do no Harm, but 
confeſs you do no Good; you do not ſerve God, and will 
not offend Him. If this pretence did not protect the Ste- 
ward, nor ſtave off the Sentence, why ſhall it plead 
harder for you; unleſs perchance the Female Sex has 
Right to more indulgence than the Male; or that God 
will have regard to Quality; or that the Court lies out 
of the Verge of his Juriſdiction? 

But in good earneſt, Ladies, Do you no Harm? Is it 
not Harm to wander from the Cradle to the Coffin in a 
Labyrinth of Amuſements, either vain or childiſh? Is it 
zo Harm to tire your ſelf upon the concerns of this World, 
without ſpending one Thought upon the Affairs of the 
other? Is it 2 Harm to play the Prodigals, to laviſh 
thoſe precious Moments of Time that compoſe your Lives 
upon Balls, Masks, and Dreſſing? Perchance Education 
has given you falſe Notions of Time; you are ignorant 
of its value; you are perchance apter to look upon it as 
a Burthen, than a Favour, as a Drug that lies upon your 
Hands, than a Treaſure. Suffer me to diſabuſe you. 

Nothing is more valuable, nothing more precious than 
Time, every Moment is worth an Eternity; the Bliſs of 
the Saints is but the Reward: of Time well husbanded ; 
and the Torments of the Damned are the diſmal Effects 
of Time miſuſed. Do you comprehend the value of 
Grace, or of the beatifical Viſion? This Grace, this bea- 
tifical Viſion are the Price of Time. The damned Souls 
can never ſoften God's Juſtice ; tho? they weep Eternally ; 
tho* they groan Eternally under the Weight of his Seve- 
ity; and yet in one Moment of Time aſſiſted by his 
race we may cancel the moſt flaming Sins, we may re- 
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new our Claim to Heaven, and return to his Favour. 
Happineſs therefore and Miſery, and both Eternal, de- 
pend on Time. Yet you ao no Harm when you miſpend 
it, nay, when you labour more to miſapply it, than God 
requires to manage it to Advantage. 


How many Wretches ſulter in Flames without Pity, or 


Interruption? And yet they burn for the very Principle 
ou maintain, that it's 20 Harm to trifle away T ime. 
ut, Ladies, Flames have reſtored 'em to their Wits, and 
brought them to a juſt Acknowledgment of their Error: 
They deplore their Miſtake with fruitleſs Tears, and 
draw from their late Repentance no lenitive but Deſpair, 
They cry louder for Time, than the unhappy Dives for 
Water, and prize a Moment above the Waves of the 
Ocean. Would God expoſe Time to ſale, the Number 
of Chapmen would equal that of the Reprobates. How 
many Empires would Alexander, Cæſar, and Meſſaline 
give up for one Hour? But,alas,ten thouſand Worlds will 
not purchaſe a ſingle Moment. Is it then 20 Harm to 
ſaunter away our Lives, and like Children, duck-and- 
drake away a Treaſure able to buy Paradiſe? In fine, 
Ladies, our Death-bed Wiſhes that ſue with ſuch an E- 
nergy for a Moment's Reprieve demonſtrate Time has a 
real value: For why ſhould it appear ſo deſirable, when 
the moſt gaudy Vanities of the World raiſe Contempt. 
Emil, So, Euſebius has pronounced our Dooms ; we 
are already damned in Effigy, nay, and all Mankind in 
Emblem and Hieroglyphick., Are you not afraid, Sir, ot 
being torn to Peices by the Street Infantry? Do you feel 
no Pangs of CompuntQion for ſuch Anti-chriftian Aſſerti- 
ons? I could no more ſieep with ſuch a weighty Sin up- 
on my Conſcience, than I could breath fifty Fathom un- 
der Water. What, nothing but Hell and Damnation 
for poor Mortals after a plentiful Redemption? But I 
ſuppoſe you ſtand off in Generals, and comprehend us 


not in your Sentence; for, I thank God, I always have an 


Eye on the main Chance; I am at Peace within, and 
take Account of my Time. 

Eaxſeb. Miſtake me not, Judicature is the Flower of 
God's Prerogative, he alone crowns the Vertue of the 
Righteous, and puniſhes the Crimes of the Ungodly. 
have not Survey'd the Region of Darkneſs, nor perus d 
the Regiſter of Luciſer, io that I am 7 = 
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Namber of the unfortunate, and unacquainted with their 
perſons; yet certainly if Scripture be the Rule of Good 
and Evil, if it points at the Road that leads to Death, 
without ſtraining the Law of Charity, I may pronounce 
the greateſt part of our Beaus and Bells are in a fair way 
to Damnation. For who ſteers by that Compaſs? Who 
followSthat Guide? Nay, in Defiance of Self-Interelt, 
Revelation and Reaſon too, we cut upon all the Maxims 
of the Goſpel, as if it were to be underſtood backwards, 
and that Vice ſtood for Vertue, Vertue for Vice, and 
Hell for Heaven. But it ſeems your Club is not like o- 
ther People; your Conſciences are Serene without Storm 
or Cloud, you enjoy within a ſweet Spring, a gentle 
Calm, as if the Halcyons had built their Neſts in your 
very Souls. You make not a falſe Step from January to 
December, every Thought is Seraphick, every Motion 
more than Chriſtian, every Moment of time is managed 
with Thought and Conſideration. It's pity Canonizations 
are out of Faſhion in England, you might elſe ſtand fair 
for a place in the Calendar. But in good Earneſt is your 
Conduct ſo irreproachable? Do you allow ſo much 
Time to God? So little to Vanity? Let us try (if you 

pleaſe) this Point by plain Fact: It deſerves Attention. 
Pray then, Ladies, what is the grand Occupation of the 
Day? Between eight and nine in comes my Lady's Wo- 
man, to range in Order and Method all the little Trinkets 
of the Toylet. She chuckles together a whole Covy of 
Eſſences and Perfumes, ſhe commands Combs to their 
Poſts, Pomatums to theirs, Waſhes a-la- mode to theirs. 
Here is Contrivance in Folly, and Confuſion in Order. 
One would take a Dreſſing- room for a 'Toy-ſhop, or a 
Mercery of ſmall Ware. Nay, I have heard it compar'd 
toan Army ia Array, for the little Knicknacks ſtand in a 
military Poſture; ſome are divided. into Batallions; o- 
thers into Squadrons; ſome make up the left, ſome the 
right Wing; and T have ſeen a Corps de reſerve upon 
a Side-board ready for ſudden Occaſions. A French 
Glaſs a-la-mode commands in the Corps de bataille; at 
his Beck the Patch-boxes march, Powders and Eſſences 
advance, Combs enter upon Duty; and then on a ſud- 
dain, halt, and now my Lady makes her intrado, and 
degins the great Work of the Day. She conſults her O- 
nele, the Glaſs, upon the State of the Health and Beauty; 
| I 3 What 
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What Change ſince laſt Night, time has wrought in 
her Complexion, whether it carries on its Approaches 
with ſpeed; or whether it draws near the Glacis, and 
when probably it may maſter the Out- wor le? | 
And now her Ladyſhip brandiſhes the Combs, and the 
Powders raiſe Clouds in the Apartment. She trims up 
the Commode, ſhe places it ten times, unplaces it as often 
without being ſo fortunate as to hit upon the critical 
Point. She models it to all Syſtems, but is pleas'd with | 
none. For you mult know, ſome Ladies fancy a Vertical, | 
others an Horizontal Situation; others Dreſs by the Nor- 


thern Latitude, and others lower its Point to forty-five 
Degrees. At length ſhe comes to the Patches: Here is c 
plea for Fancy, and room for Invention, no wonder : 
then if the Operation takes up Time, and calls for Study 0 
and Reflection; it's hard to reſolve upon the Number, I 


harder upon the Size, and much more eaſy to billet an 
Army, than to Aſſign each Patch its proper Station. tl 
Twelve ſtrikes before her Cheeks are inlaid, and her Face c 
be checker'd a- la- mode. And when ſhe has baited the IF f!! 
Chambermaid, and ftroaked her Lap-dog, in comes Din- id 
ner; down ſhe fits, not to eat, but to fret; one Diſhistoo an 
high-ſeaſon'd, another too low; this is too ſweet, that Ill te 
too ſower; the Pigeons are too lean, the Pullets too fat; 
ſince her levee, ſhe only named God when ſhe told the 
Cook, God ſends Meat, and the Devil ſeuds Cooks. Here 
is the great Concern of the Morning, this takes Madam's 
Thoughts, this runs away with her Care, and ſweeps a- 
way with one half of the Day. Yet ſhe does 20 Harm, 
ſhe is thrifty of Time, ſhe puts it to Account, theſe 
Hours (no doubt) are wiſely employ'd; they are laid out 
to Advantage, and will fructify to a Miracle. 
But now the Evening Employment calls upon her. She 
ſteps into the Coach, drives to the Exchange in the 
Seraud; from thence to Cheapſide, and at her Return 
Itrikes in at Pater-noſfter-row. Tn one Place ſhe learns new 
Faſhions, here ſhe cheapens Silks, there China Diſhes, 
here Perfumes, there Pomatums. She coaches the Ware, 
and leaves a Billet for the Reck*ning. Being cleared of 
Buſineſs, ſhe's fit for Diverſion. She poſts therefore to the 
Park, where ſhe ſuppoſes every one admires her. Some 
Indeed are ſmitten with her Drapery, whilſt others pity 
ber Folly ; but all agree, her Vanity outweighs her Judg: 
| ment, 
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ment, that ſhe is richer without than within, and that her 
Wit ſparkles leſs than her glorious Equipage. She makes 
the Round, enquires who is come to Town; who has 
flipp'd aſide into the Country; who is lately married; 
who lies in; and having diſcharged her Commiſſion, 
and delivered her Errand, ſhe rowls Home by the Play- 
houſe; unleſs a Ball or a ſecret Aſſignation defire her Pre- 
ſence. This is a Ladies Life in Epitome, her Employ- 
ment in Short-nand. One Day's Work is the Copy of a- 
nother, and one Year ſhews the Practice of forty. 
And now Ladies which ARion of the Day bids fair for 
Heaven? Which calms your Conſcience, and puts you out 
of Apprehenſion of a final Miſcarriage? Which diſtin- 
guiſhes the Chriſtian from the Pagan? The Heir of Para- 
diſe from the Child ot Lacifer? I fancy the Chineſe 


Dames (who are Strangers to the Joys and Terrors of 


the other World) take the Scheme of their Lives from 
the Plan of yours. They work by your Sample, and 
copy the European Original. They while away their 
time upon Trifles; they dreſs and undreſsas you do; they 
dolize a little Body, that once mult fall in the Grave, 
and repair with Artifice the ravage of the Age; they 
ſteer by the Impulſe of Senſe, and follow the Current of 
inclination. Eaſe is the Object of their Wiſues, and 
Vertue of their Averſion. If the Lives of Infidels and 
Chriſtians carry ſuch a Reſemblance, I fear their Ends 
will bear the ſame Proportion; for how can they march 
on the ſame Road, and not arrive at the ſame Term? 
Luc. Here is a Libel upon the Sex, and the Character 
is obliging ; but the Picture is taken from Imagination, 
not from Life. It's a Daſhat Random; an Eſſay of Wit 
to ſport the Faculty, and to breath the Spleen. I per- 
ccive you ſeldom frequent the Church; for did you 
Youchſafe to make an Appearance there on the Lord's 
Day, you would ſee the Ladies in the Pews, as well as 
in the Park, or in the Boxes. 

Exſeb. I beg your Pardon, I had almoſt forgot the 
dabbath Occupation. Sunday is a Day of Reſt, and ſo 
Ladies ſtand Religiouſly to its Primitive Inſtitution, i. e. 
they conſecrate it to Sleep and Repoſe; it's a Day of 
Vacation too, and by Conſequence the molt proper Sea- 
lon for Phyſick. I knew a Lady ſick of a Chronical Di- 
lemper, that puzzled the 78 and threw the Apothe- 
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cary into Fits of Amazement. Its Symptoms were extra- 
4 ordinary, and its Accidents without Prefident; ſhe was 
in a pette& State of Health and Vigour all the Week, 

and always diſcompos'd on the Lord's Day; nay, I was 
inform'd ſhe diſcern'd by the Beat of the Pulſe, a Feaft 

from a Feria, without the Help of poor Robin. But pray, 
Madam, what Motive leads you to Church? Sometimes 

you appear to teach, ſometimes to learn new Faſhions ; 

, perchance alſo you have faild in the return of a Viſt, 

and nothing but an Apology in a Holy Place can atone 


Rd ax. na. rat. n 1 nns 


for the Breach of a Ceremony fo ſacred. I take it tor ( 
L granted you diſclaim the Quality of a Suppliant ; why 
elſe do you diſdain the Polture? Kneeling is indeed im- \ 
proper (1 mean impertinent) for thoſe who have no In- c 
clination to pray: Nay, I ſuſpe& (without the Conſent { 
of Queen and Parliament) you have enacted to your t 
ſelves the prophane Part of Darizss Law, of making no f 
Petition to God. ] 
Tell meingenuouſly, do you not enter into the Church c 
as Caligula did into the Temple, not to pray, but to re- U 
ceive Homage? Do you not fancy a Place on the Altar b 
becomes your Ladyſhips better than Silver Candleſlicks 8 
or Baſons? I grant upon Occaſions the Fame of a cele- 0 
brated Preacher may decoy you into the Sanctuary, and r 
ſo Curioſity ſubdues Sloath, and one Vice makes room 
for another; but then his Rhetorick runs away with f 
your Attention, not his Morality; you hearken to Criti- F 
ciſe or Applaud, not to Learn. In fine, you flock to the d 
Pulpit as the Romans did to their Roſtra, to hear Ori- p 
tory, and to tee Declamation, and thus you Coach back tl 
to your Lodgings. All theſe Sins you carry'd to the Ser- P 
mon, beſides a tufficient Cargo * you overtook in the t 
Streets, or pickt up in the Congregation. | I 
And as in the Morning you fat down to laugh and chat ti 
with your Pew-Fellows; ſo after Dinner with the Hea- te 


thenith Jews, vo riſe zo Play, the Table-cloth is removed n 
to make Place for rhe Cards, Did Gaming keep within it 


the Pale of a meer Recreation, perchance a Set after the 0 
Evening Service might be tolerated. But, alas! Liberti- 3 
nitm and Avarice have given it the Freedom of the City; 2 
it's erected into a Company as well as the Society of Ta- #: 


lors and Haberdaſhers. Ina Word, 'tis become a Calling; N 
nay, 2 laborious and ſervile one too. Ladies = _ th 
: arucge 
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grudge at it Day and Night, they give up their Privilege 
to that Remiſſion. Laws, both humane and divine, have 
provided for the baſeſt Mechanicks: The very Sabbath 
is no Day of Reſt and Relaxation to them; this Trade 
goes on, when all other Shops are ſhut, and (to confute 
the common Excuſe, we do 20 Harm) ſometimes at one 
fitting a Child's Portion is truckr for a ſwing on the 
Rack, which Lunaticks are pleas'd to call Diverſion. 

Luc. Well, and where is the Harm in all this? 

Exſeb. Nay, Madam, if this Failure be little in your 
Opinion, I fear your Conſcience will appear leſs. What 
Harm to prophane the Church and the Sabbath too? 
Why, it's a Complication of Sacrilege and Inſult; and 
do theſe Crimes ſtand for Cyphers in your Caſuiſtry? They 
ſtrike directly at your Maker, and almoſt imply Atheiſm 
by Illation; they wound your Neighbour alſo by Re- 
flexion, and claſh with Juſtice and Nature. For is not 
Juſtice violated, and Nature outraged, when you Card 
or Dice away a Labourer's Sallery, or a Child's Portion? 
unleſs perchance our Engl; Proverb, the better Day the 
better Deed, ſanQifies the Action. Well, I perceive the 
Sex is impeccable, unleſs it Vaults over the two Tables 
of the Decalogue together, or ſwallows Sins like Car- 
roway-Comfits, by the Dozen. 

The Ladies ſate all this while upon the Tenters, and 
receiv'd the Mercurial, as they ſwallow Pills, with wry 
Faces in Abundance; they broke off the Homily a hun- 
dred times, and as often ſprinkled the Diſcourſe with Ex- 
poſtulation, their Paſſion flow'd too faſt to be pent in; 
they were neither able to keep Silence, nor to ſpeak to the 
Purpoſe; and Anger that loos'd their Tongue, fettered 
their Reaſon. But Euſebius endeavoured to ſooth "em 
into ſome Terms of Moderation; he deſit'd their Atten- 
tion for a Moment, with Aſſurance they ſhould have time 
to interpoſe: He proteſted that he intended Inſtruction, 
not Satyr, that he honoured the Sex, but fawn'd not on 
its Vices. But the Comment upon their Sunday Behavi- 
our ſpoil'd all, he might as well have reaſon'd down a 
Hurricane, or argued the Cholerick Ocean into a Calm, 
as Complement theſe Females into Silence. Their Re- 
ſentment had taken Fire, and all their Paſſion boil'd over 
with Noiſe and Tumult. In fine, Impatience ſtept into 
the Coach- box, and drove their Ladyſhips 6 = 

ounds 
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Bounds of Decency. Euſebius had read that Non - reſiſſ. 
ance tames Fury, whilſt Oppoſition made it; that, like 
capricious Horſes, it runs faſter when you draw in, than 
when you looſe the Reins: He therefore gave Way to 
their Sallies, and receiv'd ſome Diſcharges of Chaſe- 
Shot. At length the Humour was drain'd, and the Tem- 
peſt ended in Serenity. And, as Topers drink themſelves 
ſober, ſo theſe Ladies taiked away Impatience, and vex'd 
themſelves into a good Humour. 
The Storm being over, Ladies (continued Euſebius) 
Can ſuch a Conduct ſtand with the Belief of an Eterni- 
ty? Can Women throw Time away with ſo little Cauti- 
on, who are perſwaded their Al depends upon the Ma- 
nagement of it? Can they put any Streſs upon the Ex- 
* of future Happineſs, who perch with ſo much 
erneſs upon preſent Satisfactions? You would do 
well, to face your Practice with your Profeſſion; to ba- 
, lance what you receive in Hand, with what you expect 
in Reverſion; to run up to your Baptiſin, and. recollet 
our firſt Engagement; for the World is a bewitching p 
hing, and without Care it will bubble us, and put upon e 
us with T rifles, and when once it has got the Aſcendant, B 
*rwill foment Ignorance for an Excuſe of Liberty; twill 
bribe a Man's Conſcience, and Subpene Reaſon againſt 
himſelf: For certainly its Promiſes charm Senſe, and a 
preſent Poſſefſion tranſports Nature; but you ſhould re- 
member that Ratsbane is made with Sugar, and that the 
moſt ſweet Poiſon is generally the molt ſwift and mor- 
tal. Let therefore Health take Place of Pleaſure, and 
ſcorifftodie of the childiſh Diſeaſe of Liquoriſhneſls. 
Euſebius had continued, but Neander's Arrival put a 
Stop to his Diſcourſe. He came to lead him to Theoma- 
chus, the Atheilt, and was ſurprized to ſee his Friend in 
ſo extraordinary an Engagement. I am ſorry (ſaid he) 
to interrupt your Converſation, and muſt make a ſmall 
Apology for my Incivility, But indeed I had rather be 
guilty of the Breach of Behaviour, than of my Word. 
I promis'd laſt Night to conduct you to your Adverſary ; 
the Time draws near, and he expects your Appearance. 
Ezſeb. We Men of Arms are expos'd to Surprizes. 
fell this Morning into an unexpected Ambuſcade, and 
found my Quarters (lorm'd, before I recejved any Intel- 


ligence of an Enemy. In a ſhort me I hope to ww 
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tage my ſelf, and to compoſe the Buſineſs a Þ amiable, ' 
we muſt ſue Theomachas for a Ceſſation of Arms till to 
Morrow; and then we'll open the Campaign. Neaader 
ſent his Man with a Letter to Theomachus, who acqui— 
eſced to the Propoſal. 

In the mean Time, Emilia turning herſelf to Neander, 
ſpoke thus. Though I have not had the Honour of your 
Acquaintance, I am glad of your Arrival. Your Mein 
tells your Birth, and methinks I read good Nature in 
your Forehead. Euſebius has treſpaſs'd upon our Patience, 
he has handled Quality with the Rudeneſs of a Carman, 
and flouriſht upon the Conduct of the Sex with Unde- 
cency of Application, and the utmoſt Strains of Clowne- 
ry. Nay, he throws us out of Senſe, and will not allow 
us any TinQure of Morality. Indeed his Civility and 
Judgment are both of a Size: Providence ſeems to have 
lent you to our Reſcue. | | 

Neand. Madam, Her Majeſty has not honoured me 
with the Dignity of Knighthood, and ſo I lie under no 
particular Obligation to defend diſtreſs'd Damſels. How- 
ever your Quality commands my Aſſiſtance, and your 
Beauty my Eſteem. 

The Compliment took to Admiration; Joy poſted 
through every Joint, and charmed the Lady into a plea- 
ſing 1 Sea. She who before ſpilt Gall and Vine- 

ar, by a ſtrange Metamorphoſis became all Honey, all 
ugar. She had ſeen Forty, ſo that her Complexion | 
was in its Wain, her Charms had ſtepp'd over the Me- 
ridian, and touch'd ſome Points of the Weſt: Yet ſhe 
buoy'd up the Decays of Nature by the Support of' Art, 
and flung ſuch a comely Varniſh on theſe Breaches time 
had made, that like Zeuxis ſhe miftook Life for Impo- 
ſture, the Effects of her Vanity for the Work of her 
Creator, and the Relicks of Age for Beauty. Nay, ſhe 
ventur'd once to confeſs in good Company, fifty Years 
weigh'd leſs on her Shoulders, than thirty on her Face. 
Yes, ſaid ſhe, whilſt my Cheeks wear June, let my Hair 
put on December. 

A Compliment therefore ſo 4 propos, ſo agreeable to her 
Inclination caſt the Lady in a Trance, and laid all Re- 
ſentment aſleep. She became leſs untractable and more 
docile, ſhe defired to learn not to diſpute, but rather to 
amend her paſt Conduct than to defend it: In Effect ſhe 
heard Exſebins with Attention. This 
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This ſuddain Change hath often made me conclude, 
that Lenitives are more proper for Women's Conſtitutions 
than Corroſives. They may be ſooth'd into their Duty, 
but not hectoted. A kind Word is more perſwaſive with 
them, than a ſtrong Reaſon.  _ 

After ſome Recollection Emilia return'd Neander a 
Complement for his; and forgot not to inſinuate the Va- 
lue ſhe put upon his Eſteem, Then turning to Euſebius, 
Sir, (laid ſhe) I undertake not the Defence of Ladies: 
None are without theit Failings, and ſome not without 
Crimes: And I confeſs that the Number of thoſe is leſs 
who live up to their Profeſſion, than of thoſe who diſho- 
nour it. Some ſquare their Conduct rather by the Goſ- 

Jof Senſe, than of St. Mattibew: And others are better 
vers'd in the Art of dreſſing than of living well. But why 


mult the General be laſnt for the Faults of Particulars? 


Let the Correction and the Diforder go together, and 
let thoſe who carry off the Pleaſure of a bad Action feel 
the Puniſhment. Muſt Lucretia be hooted at for a Pro- 
ſtitute, becauſe Meſſaline caſt off Shame? Muſt Suſanne 
beat Hemp in the antient Palace of Br:dewell, becauſe 
Hellen left Mexelans for a Gallant? Or Judith ſtand for 
a Fury, becauſe Fezabel deſerved the Title? Ihope 44 
minſter- Hall Juſtice is leſs partial than yours, and the Ar- 
reſts of our Judges better Complexioned. We are all 
(as I have ſaid) liable ro Miſcarriage; the belt Ptinci- 
pled trip ſometimes : For Nature provoked by Senſe, and 
rouzed up by Temptation, is apt to tebef aphinſt 55 
ple. And then the odds are valt on. Nature's Side. 
What Wonder if Ladies train'd up in the Art of Beha- 
viour overlook the Precepts of Morality, and perſwade 
People by their Pract ce they are better acquainted with 

the Civil Virtues of the Court, than the Theological of 
the Goſpel. one” OE, 

Lac. Madam, theſe Satyrs, rather flow from Paſſion 
than Judgment; and I always revenge my ſelf on ſuch 
Toys with Silence; Contempt blunts the Edge of a keen 
Lampoon better than Reaſon, and no Reply diſappoints 
the Author, and throws him off the Hinges. In a Word, 
Euſebius's Railing is no credible Qualification, it's a cer- 
tain Symptom of a deſperate Cauſe. For who flings Dit 
that has auother Weapon at Command? | 


Euſcb. 
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Exſeb. God forbid I ſhould follow thoſe Sparks, who 
have been the Dupe of one Woman, impeach the whole 
Sex as Complices of his Diſappointment. No, no; if 
ſome Women deſerve blame, others cannat be prais'd too 
much: Their Vertues are above Panegyrick, and their 
Merits above the Flight of Eloquence or Hyperbole. 

Who can read the Book of Judith without Admiration 
and Tranſport? This great Lady ſeem'd to be fram'd a- 
bove the Spheres by the Hands of Angels. Valour e- 
qualled her Beauty, and Vertue topp'd both. She had 
nothing Feminine but the Sex: Never was Grace better 
plac'd than on her Brow ; it flaſh'd a Mixture of Charms 
and Terror; ſhe darted Love, and commanded Re- 
ſpe : She attackt a proud Conqueror at the Head of a 
victorious Army, and ſubdu'd his Heart. with her Face, 
to take off his Head with his awn Sword. In fine, this 
brave Amazon fill'd the AHyrian Camp with Contutian, 
and Bethulia with Triumph. She ſtopt the Conqueſts of 
an ambitious Prince, and the Ruin of an innocent City. 

What ſhall I ſay of the great St. Catharme, Wealth, 
Youth, and Beauty enter'd into a triple Alliance againſt 
her Vertue. Hell join'd Force, and Idolatry Cruelty to 


the Confederates. Vet ſhe defeated their Deſigns, and 


rais'd a Trophy to her Sex, and an eternal Monument to 
her Vertue upon their Ruin, for ſhe overcame the Vani- 
ty of Philoſophers with her Learning, the brutiſh Paſſion 
of an amotous Emperour with her Chaſtity, and the 
Rage of Hangmen with her Conſtancy. Flattery could 


not dend her Courage, nor Wheels break it: Sheliv'd a 


Chriſtian, and died a Martyr. 2 


St. Ambroſe ſeems to have ſpent all his Rhethorick upon x 
St. Agnes; yet his Words fall ſhort of her Actions; and 


this Child did more than Eloquence can expreſs. - Her 
Piety was above her Age, and her Vertue above Nature. 
The Courage of this young Lady over-matcht the Forti- 
tude of Alexander, and few Men at Thyceſcore arriv'd 
at that Love of God the breath'd at Thirteen. Her Bo- 
dy was too little to receive the Sword, though not to 


overcome it, and altho? ſhe was too young fur 1 orments, 
ſhe was ripe for Victory. The Spectators trembled whilſt 


he ſtood unconcern'd, aud the Executioner that gave the 
Blow ſhe wd more Symptoms of Fear, than ſhe that re- 


ceiy d it: In fine, ſhe fell in the Combat, and went off 


with 
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with Victory: For as St. Cyprian notes, tho Martyrs die, 
they are not overcome, and they are invincible becanſe 
they brave Death. Vinci non poſſunt, & mori poſſunt, (5 
hoc ipſo invicti ſunt, quia mori non timent. 
he wiſe Conde of Clotilda drove Paganiſm out of 
France, andrais'd Churches to the true God on the Ruins 
of Polytheiſm. She ſoftened the Obſtinacy of her Hut: 
band by Inſtructions, and poliſht the Ruffneſs of his war- 
like Vertues, with the Practice of Morality; and at laſt 
drougnzt this great Prince from Paganiſm, and the whole 
Kingdom to Chriſtianity. Hermenegildes owes his Faith 
to the Piety of his dear Ingandes, for he had died Arian, 
if this Orthodox Princes had not made him Catholick. 
In a Word, God ſeems to have train'd up Ladies for the 
Propagation of the Goſpel. A Martha, and a Magdalen 
receiv d our Saviour into their Houſe, before they let him 
into their Hearts; they refreſh'd in Bethana his tired 
Limbs after the Fatigues of his Function; and when one 
Apoſtle betray'd him, and the others abandon'd him, 
Mary follow'd our Lord to Calvary; and there durſt min- 
gle her innocent Tears with the ſacrilegious Cracifige's of 
the Rabble. When the Apoſtles doubted of Chriſt's Re- 
ſurreQion, ſhe proclaim'd it without Heſitation; and in 
Recompence of her Faith Chriſt commiſſion'd her to aſ- 
ſume the Office of Apoſtle to the very Apoſtles. Where- 
ever God ſpread the Goſpel, he provided a Lady to fur- 
ther it. Helena planted the Faith in the Rowzan Empire, 
Ceſarea in Perſia, Gezela in Hungary, Ogla in Ruſſia, 
Dambruca in Polony, and Etbeiburga in Germany. In all 
theſe glorious Enterprizes Ladies led the Van, whilſt Men 
only brought up the Rear. They marcht only upon the 
Traces of theſe great Heroines ; and brought through the 
Barriers of Fleſh and Blood, when they had plain'd the 
Way by their Example. - 
[ndeed ſuch noble luſtances of Vertue are leſs nume- 
rous in our deprav'd Age, than in the Days of our Fore- 
fathers. Yet many. Ladies draw their Lives by their an- 
tient and moſt admir'd Originals; I could name ſome 
of Figure and Title, who live in this World like People 
who knew they mult live Eternally in the next. They 
are Meek without Sheepiſhneſs, Affable without Affecta- 
tion, Reſerv'd without Diſſimulation, and Great without 


Pride. They reconcile the Highneſs of their Rank wo 
| t 
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the humble Principles of their Profeſſion, they diſpute 
the firſt Place without Vanity, and ſtoop to the loweſt 
without ſtepping an Inch. below their Station. Here is 
Scripture in Practice, and Perfection in Life and A- 
ion. 

Nean. Pray, Ladies, let this Panegyrick atone for the 
Satyr; if Euſebius has ſtruck the Sex with one Hand, I 
aſſure you, he ſtroaks with the other; he daſhes the 
aigre With the doxx, and handſomely mingles Reproof 
with InſtruQion : He has Balms to heal, as well as Cau- 
ſticks to bliſter; and when he has breath'd a Vein, he 
cloſes the Orifice with a Swathing-band. In a Word, he 


bas knockt his own Libel on the Head, and, like the 


dcorpion, is both Poiſon and Antidote. | 
Emil. Good Nature is come upon him, and his Breed- 

ing is return'd to the Cure; he ſpeaks now like a Gen- 

tleman as well as an Orator, and I promiſe him a fine 


| Audience, if he'll preach in the Pulpit upon the ſame 


Subject. 

Fray (faid Neander, turning himſelf to Euſebius) far 
vour us with the Cauſe of our Ladies Misfortune; for 
| call it a Misfortune to deviate from the Rule of their 
Profeſſion, and to fruſtrate the very End of their Crea- 
tion. 

Euſeb. It's indeed a Misfortune, but almoſt Univerſal; 
it's ſpread over the whole World, and affects the whole 
Species. Emilia has toucht the Cauſe, ill Education: 
This is the fatal Source of their Miſery, the true Origin 
of all their Failings. Young Ladies are bronght up as 
if God created em meerly for a Seraglio, and that their 
only Bufineſs was to charm a brutiſh Sultan: One would 
think they had no Souls, there is ſuch a Care taken of 
their Bodies: That God had enacted a Salique Law as 
well as the French, and excluded the Sex from the Inhe- 
titance of Heaven. | | | 

The ſeven Years of Infancy are ſpent meerly in the 
Entertainments of Senſe; they are yet ſuppos'd unfit for 
Inſtruction, and ſo their little Paſſions ſprout up without 
Check, and increaſe without Controul. But, under Fa- 
Your, though in an Age ſo tender, Children cannot be dif- 
cplined by Reaſon, they may by Senſe: For I cannot 
lee why their Paſſions are not in a Capacity of being 
moderated, fo ſoon as they are in a Condition of being 

excited, 
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excited, for though they are not ripe for Precept, they 
are for Fear, Menace, and Carefles; and thus we ſee 
the Nurſe oftentimes Frowns and Fawns the moſt fro- 
ward Infants into a good Humour. Some Reſtraint 
therefore ſhould be put upon their diſorderly Propenſions 
even in this Non-age; for if you ſuppaſe a Child to be 
a Brute at Seven, and treat him meerly as ſuch, in all 
Probability you will make him continue ſo til! Ten. 
But alas! this timely Care is quite forgot; little Milz 
(like Mamma's Lap-dog) is careſs'd till ſhe is fit for no- 
thing but to Play or Sleep, The little Creature mult 
fleep on Silk, and feed on potable Gold. Like a Barthi- 
lemeu Poppet ſhe is wrapt in Gold and Silver, and pra- 
Qices Vanity before ſhe knows the Sin. | 

So ſoon as Reaſon begins to ſparkle, Miſs is led into 
the Dreſſing- toom; ſhe is taught the great Myſtery of 
the Glaſs, and all the important Secrets of the Toylet, 
Which Waſh clears the Complexion, which conſerves, 
and which repairs it. Theſe are neceſſary Prolegomend's, 
or Præcegnita to the Science. A Man may as well be a 
perfect Mathematician without the Knowledge of an Au- 
/ 705 or Circle, as a Lady can be a Graduate in the Philo- 

ophy of the Dreſſing-· room without theſe N 

dor Beauty being the chief Object of a Lady's Care, 
ſhe mult help Nature with Art, and poliſh the Work of 
the Omnipotent with a French Waſh; ſhe mult fence it 
againſt the Aſſaults of Heats, the Excurſions of Pimples, 
and the dangerous Inroads of the Small-Pox. She mult, 
in fine, expoſe her Life to ſave her Complexion. And 
then to mould her Shape to the Court-Standard, what 
Pains does the Mother take on the one Side, and what 
a Martyrdom does the Child undergo on the other? Her 
Feet are condemn'd to the Scorch Boot, and her Body 
to the Torment of the Preſs. She is pen'd up in lron, 
and forc'd to trail her Perſon. Beſides, the poor Cres. 
ture is put to a ſhort Allowance of cold Water, or tied 
up to a Pittance of Barly-broath, and muſt keep a con. 
tinual Lent in Spight of our Statute-Book. One would 
think Hunger was a Propriety of the Sex, and Falting 
the topping Qualification of a bung Lady; her Mother 
will not ſuffer her to grow up to her Joints, nor to have 
all the Fleſh and Bones God defign'd her. And thus ſhe 


is rack'd without and within for the Satisfaction of 2 
ont ane ines a 
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dum, and the whole Body is ſacrific'd for Shape and Co- 
jour. ; 


eing- School, and to finger the Guitarr, or the Virginals; 
and when ſhe has malter'd a Minuet, and an Air Ala- 
mode; when ſhe can practice a Brace of Grimaces, and 
wave the Fan, Good God! how Mamma Titters; ſhe 
is now fledg'd for the World, and ſets out for Company. 
But ſhe muſt beware of Reſervedueſs, and fence againit 
aBluſh; for theſe are Country Vices, Symptoms ot Ru- 
ſticity, Crimes againſt Breeding, and the Freedom 
of the Town. She is therefore taught a qualifying Em- 
belliſhment in the Court Dialect, call'd A/zrance, in the 
Chriſtian Confidence; and thus he mortgages Modelty 
Behaviour, and almoſt robs the Woman to equip the 

ady. 7. 
: la the mean time, Age comes upon her, Paſſions get 
2 Head, Temptations follow without Number, Deſires 
without Bridle, and Vanity without Check. She is a 
Stranger to the Doctrine of Self-abnegation, and unpra- 
diſed in the Methods of Reſiſtance: She knows not 
what it means to balk Appetite, nor to ſubdue Senſe to 
Reaſon. She has been ſet up by the Mother for a little 
Goddeſs, and the Family adores her like a Houſhold Di- 
vinity. The Frowns of this little Creature raiſes Storms, 
and her Smiles fair Weather; you muſt no more croſs 
her, than offend thoſe Stars, that in the Pagan Theology 
rain'd Tempeſts on the Heads of thoſe who dildained 
to ſalute 'em. 8 

What a Tragick - Comedy did I behold at my Lady D's. 
thought Folly could not riſe to ſuch a Height of Extra- 
vagance. Miſs had the Misfortune to be balkt in a chil- 
dih Enterprize; the Houſe rung immediately of the 
Diſappointment, all was in an Uproar, all in a Confuſi- 
on: The Violence of the Paſſion caſt the Child into a Fe- 
'er: The Mother's Pulſe bear by the Daughter's, and be- 
cauſe Miſs was diſcompos'd, good Mamma took Phyſick ; 
and to carry on the Farce, the Chambermaid breath'd a 
Vein. Ifancy'd my ſelfin Lacian's Iſland of Dreams, and 
mat what I ſaw was Viſion and Rovery. For how (ſaid 
I) can Folly ſtrain ſo far? Bedlam is unacquainted with 
lach Scenes of Madneſs, with ſuch Flights of Farce and 
Lomedy ; Had the vixen 3 been frighted awa 

Wit 


And now Miſs leaves the Nurſery to ply at the Dan- 
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with a little Severity, the Fever had withdrawn, ang 


Birch would have wrought the Cure more efficacionſy | 


than Phyſick, or 3 by Proxy. Thus Education 
adds Byaſs to Nature, and makes the Temper of Chil. 
dren more rugged, inſtead of poliſhing them. 

Beſides, Miſs is not only miſlead by the Fawning of 
the Mother, but too often poiſon'd by the Example of 
her Maid. If Betty has a Gallant, ſhe is the Depoſitary 
of her Secrets, ſhe enters into the Intrigue, and is in- 
form'd of the Riſe and Progreſs of the Adventure, Her 
Apartment is the Place of Aſſignation and Rerdevor:, 
and by Conſequence ſhe is Witneſs of all thoſe Follies 
that wait on Love between Perſons, whoſe Paſſion is 

eater than their Conſcience. Such SpeRacles ſtain the 

magination of Children, they carve Devils in the Brains 
of thoſe, yet innocent Angels; and tho? at preſent they 
make no great Impreſſion, they will in time cut out work 
for her young Ladyſhip. They will awake the Fury 
of Love, and throw Fuel to this fiery Paſſion, for ſuch 
Sights, like the Dalia Poiſons, work ſome Years after 
they are taken. The Memories of Youth are extream- 
ly tenacious, and if they are ſullied with an undecent 
Object, will recolle@t it till at laſt they tranſcribe it. 

Now whilſt the young Lady makes fo fair a Progreſs 
in the Science of the World, ſhe is a meer Igaoramus in 
the School of Heaven : Queſtion her about Keligion, ſhe 
is a Stranger to the Language. One would think ſhe 
dropt from the Moon, or had been train'd up among the 
Cafres : She can icarce diſtinguiſh a Church from a Synz- 
gogue, and knows no more of the Goſpel, than of the 
Thalmud or Altoran, And indeed, poor Creature! How 
fon!d the be inſttucted, but by immediate Revelation? 
The Credenda of Chriſtianity are not infuſed by Nature, 
and the Agenda too are in great part convey'd to us b) 
the Senſes. Now who takes Care to inſtill theſe Prin- 
ciples into young Ladies? The Mother has too much 
Work on her Hands to undertake anew Employment, the 
Office of Catechiſt is below her Level, it's too pedantick 
and ſetious for a Perſon who affects Ignorance, and dotes 
on Mirth and Levity. Beſides, ſhe fancies her Obliga- 
tion only reaches the Body, that the Soul lies out of her 
Juriſdiction; that if ſhe fits the Child, for the Court, ot 


the Town, ſhe diſcharges the Duty of a Mother. 1 
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Now if my Lady forgets the moſt important Point of 
Education, will Betty remember it? If the Mother {like 
the Oſtrich) abandons her Young, and flies into the Wil- 
derneſs, will the Maid be more careful? Alas! perchance 
ſhe is as little vers'd in the Catechiſm as Miſs, and knows 
no more from whence ſhe came, or for what end ſhe was 
placed in the World, than a Child in the Cradle. And 
altho* ſhe were able to Inſtruct, there is no depending on 
her Will. Servants are Mercenary, they have an Eye 
on their own Advantage, they drudge for their own In- 
tereſt, not their Miſtreſſes; and by Conſequence to wind 
themſelves into their Favour, they entertain 'em rather 
with Things that pleaſe, than with thoſe that profit. 
They are, in fine, a Race of InſeQs that bask in the 
Sun, and cannot live without the Heat of their Ladies 
Favours. 1 

Now what can be expected from a Woman brought 
up in Eaſe, Luxury, and Vanity on the one Side, and in 
a total Ignorance of Religion on the other? From a Wo- 
man fluſht already in all the gaudy Amuſements of Va- 
nity and Diverſion, and quite a Stranger to any future 
ExpeQation ? Who will bridle Paſſion without Reaſon ? 
Or forego a preſent Satisfaction without tome proſpect 
of a future? To ſport down the ſtream of Inclination 
is pleaſing ; but to row againſt the Current is a fatiguing 
Employment. Now no Man will tug at the Oar with- 
out either the Hope of a Sallery, or the Fear of a great- 
er Puniſhment. For Pleaſure without T'orments in Re- 
mainder, is in moſt Men's Opinion preferable to Vertue 


without the ExpeQation of Reward. Having therefore 


ſo faint Invitations to Good, ſo powerful, ſo bewitching 
Allurements to Evil, we mult not wonder if Ladies fol- 
low thoſe Impreſſions, if Vanity over-rules Duty, and 
criminal Amuſements run down Morality. Thus equipt 
joung Ladies are conſigned to Husbands: They change 
their Subjection, but not their Principles. With their 
Portion they bring all the Extravagancies of their Child- 
hood, and ſeldom reſign em but with their laſt Breath. 
The firſt Education finks deep, and in time twiſts its 
ſelf with Nature: You may with as much eaſe waſh an 
Ethiopian white, as preach an ill-principled Girl into a 
vertuous Woman. Here is the Cauſe (Ladies) of your 


Misfortune, the Origin of your Diſtemper. 
| ; G K 2 Emil. 
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Emil. Well! you have ſearch'd the Wound, I hope 
you will apply the Remedy. Who knows the Cauſeof 
a Diſeaſe, cannot be ignorant of the Cure. 
Euſeb. My Profeſſion makes me unfit for the Employ- 
ment. However, a Ladies Deſire is a Command, and re- 
quires Obedience. 


- DL 400 DE:TIV. 
Ladies muſt avoid the Obſtacles to Vertue. 


Euſeb. * Our Duty, Madam, branches into two Heads. 
You are a Chriſtian, and a Mother. Theſe 

Relations call upon you; God has placed you in a Stati. 
on that requires a double Care, and you muſt extend 
your Endeavours to the diſcharging of both; for if you 
tail in one, you betray your Duty, and your eternal 


Happineſs into the Bargain. 
J. 


That you may act the Part of a Chriſtian with a Plau- 
dite; let your Thoughts dwell continually on this great 
Principle. That yen are born for Heaven, and that this Life 
is bat a foort Paſſage to Eternity. It's but a Flux of Mo- 
ment that will end. I's a Stream that diſembogaes into 
aa Ocean, without Bottom, without Limit, It's not ſuffici- 
ent for a Pilot ro know for what place he is bound, 
when he firſt weighs Anchor, and hoiſts up the Sails; 
no, he muſt carry it continually in his Thoughts, and in 
his Eve: This influences every Turn of the Stern ;.dids 
once forget the I erm of his Voyage, he would wan- 
on the Ocean at Raudom, and never reach the de- 
ed Haven. Paradiſe is our Country, the World a Sea, 

our Actions mult waft us over to that fortunate 
4. Now, how ſhall we follow the Rule, and touch 
:- Blefſed Point, unleſs we daily conſider under what 
| _—_ 1»2cee of Latitude it lies? The Prophet Jeremy threw 
Eliſcarriages of the Jewiſh People upon their In- 
tation. The Earth lies deſolate (lays he) becanſe no 
It take the Pains to enter upon the Cuuſideration of 


And 1 fear the Miſeries of our preſent Nobi- 
| lity 


r OE EE 


de 
df 


s. 
ſe 
i. 
1d 
* 
al 


of the Gentleman Inſtructed. 133 
lity ſpring from the ſame Fountain. Our Forefathers 
have handed down to us this unfortunate Negligence, 
and it has improved in the Journey. For did we ſeri— 
ouſly reflect, that we are born in this World to live eter- 
nally in another, and that our Vertues will be reward- 
ed with Glory, and our Vices with Fire; ſhould we tire 
our ſelves in the Purſuit of things meerly indifferent, 
and criminal? Should we, like Children, ſet our Hearts 
upon Objects, not only trivial, but baſe and contempt i- 
ble; and truck our Souls for a Rattle? I ſay, like QChil- 
dren, for what is the difference between them, and our 
bigh-flown Mortals; but that theſe deal in Money, Pa- 
laces, Plate, and Diamonds; and thoſe in Babies, and 
Hobby-horſes : So that at belt, if the Folly of thoſe is 
more expenſive, the Childiſhneſs of theſe is more inno- 
cent. ; 3 | 


* 


II. 


The Doctrine of Chriſt muſt be your Guide, you must 
follow that Road he has plained by his Example, and 
Points at in the Goſpel, As he has promiled the Reward, 
ſo he has annex'd the Conditions, and we mult make 
good theſe, before we can lay any Claim to that. 

Now the firſt is, that we withdraw our Aﬀecct uns trom 
this World. Love not the World (lays he) us Maxims 
are dangerous, its Converſation infectious, and its Ermm- 
bracements mortal. Under the Appearance of 2 F:iend, 
it masks Treaſon, and under the Diſguiſe of Pleature, 
real Torments; it daſhes Honey with Gall, and throws 
over Poiſon a palatable Reliſh: Its Principles claſh with 
Chriſt's, and therefore you are warned to break off all 
Correſpondence on pain of forfeiting God's Favour. 
Whoever is a Friend to the World is God's Exeiy. In 
effect Chriſt reads Leſſons of Humility in almoſt every 
Leaf of the Goſpel ; the World preaches up Pride, and 
magnifies Vanity. Chriſt commands us to contend tor 
tie loweſt place, the World for the higheit; to pleaſe the 
one, we mult ſeat our Neighbour above our Heads, and 
ve muſt throw him under our Feet to content the other, 


1 | 
Now there being no Mean between thoſe two Ex- 


Etreams; no Place for Neutrality; will a reaſonable 


Creature pauſe one Moment to what Side he muſt go 
| K 3 over? 
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over? Whether Intereſt lead him to join with our Savi- 
our, or to take up with the World his Enemy? The very 
Deliveration is na leſs ſcandalous, than to debate, whe- 
ther you Mall 2pattatize from God, for a Correſpondence 
with the Devil; or deprive your ſelf of a real Satisfa- 


ction in this World, with Heaven in Reverſion, for Mi- 


tery ttavellied, and Hell in Remainder? 

For think not, Madam, that the Followers of Chriſt 
muſt for ſwear Pleaſure, and give up their Pretenſions to 
preſent Satisfactions. Though their Deſires lodge in Hea- 
ven, God antedates their Bliſs on Earth; and gives em 
in Hand an Earneſt of thoſe Joys, they will poſſeſs here- 
after. For let me tell you, the Friendſhip of Heaven, 
the Senſe of our Miſtakes, and the Pardon of our Sins 
are tranſporting Prerogatives. Is it not a Pleaſure to 
contemn the World? To be above all ſublunary Trifles? 
And to be a Slave to nothing? ls it not a charming Sa- 
tis faction to have a clear Conſcience? To neither dote on 
Life, nor to fear Death? Theſe are Delights above all 
the ſmooth Senſations of material Organs: And beſides, 
they lie out of the reach of foreign Accidents, they are 
always at Hand, and coſt us nothing. 


IV. 


Now what are thoſe fine things the World offers, and 
we ſo eagerly fly at? They are good in ſhew, and evil 
at the bottom; they are poſſeſt with Fear, and loſt with 
Regret; they pamper Senſe, and rack Reaſon : For, 
in tine, they are all reduc'd to Concupiſcence of the 
Fleſh, Concupiſcence of the Eyes, and Pride of Life, i. e. 
to Senſuality and Honour: Theſe make up the World's 
Riches, and our Torment: Theſe are the Bleſſings ſo 
mach talk'd of, ſo much adored, ſo dearly bought, and 
jolt ſo eaſily: And yet they ate a meer Sound, a Name, 
and nothing. Let us deſcend to Particulars. 


V. 


The Concupiſcence of the Fleſh takes in all thoſe Plea- 
ſures that cajole Senſe, and end in Brutality ; and what 
Effect do they work upon us? Why they glide upon 
the Organ, they print a ſmooth Impreflion, and lay us 

upon the level with Animals. So that all we dare ex- 
pect from ſenſual Satisfactions is, to be made i 
f 5 | a en 
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Men, and happy Beaſts. Now, methinks, a Man's Brains 
mult be ill placed, who pawns Conſcience and Heaven 


| for a Prerogative, 10 ill-favoured and abaſing. 


VI. 


Let us ſuppoſe the moſt exquiſite Fowl of the Air fly 
to your Table: That Fance, Italy, and Spain furniſh 
you the molt excellent Wines: What can taſte Deſire 
more? Yet when once Nature is ſatisfied, the eating is 
no more a Pleaſure but a Torment. For to feel the Sto- 
mach overcharged, the Body diſabled, and the fumes of 
Ragouſts in the Head is no great Satisfaction, unleſs 
Exceſs changes our Conſtitution, and turns Pain into 
Pleaſure, and Health into a Burthen. In fine, the De- 
light flaſhes away in a Moment, and the Surfeit ſticks 
by us a Fortnight : It preys upon our Vitals, and if it 
does not choak em, it's ſure to diſorder *em; and after 
ends in a Winding-ſheet. | 

indeed, Hearing is not ſo pleaſant a Senſe, it rather 
Courts the Soul than Storms, and if the Pleaſure it con- 


yeys be leſs boiſterous, it's generally more innocent: ut 


however, it's too airy to be durable, and too flecting 
to be relied on. For, what is it but a Perception of 
mov'd Air, that beats upon the Fs ee and gently 
drums upon accuſtick Fibres? An can any thing be 
more unmanly than to build our Happineſs on fo weak a 
Foundation? Beſides, this Pleaſure is ſhorted lived, than 
thoſe Animals that cannot out- live one Day. I have 
ſeen the ſame Hand that charm'd the Company the firſt 
Hour, tice it the ſecond, and thoſe very Stroaks that at 
firit raiſed T'ranſports, in the end grated upon the Ear, 
and became troubleſome. Indeed this Pleaſure is luſci- 
ous, but it gluts in a Moment, and, like Sweet-meats, 
breeds a Surfeit. Now, methinks, a Man mult have a 
mean Valuation of Chriſt co leave him for a Touch 
upon an Inſtrument, and a faint Idea of future Tor- 
ments to be fiddled and muſick'd into Hell. 

Do not miltake me; I am not for tying Damnation 
to an airy Sonet. I know we may regale our Ears with 
a Ragous of Italian Symphonies, without the Penalty of 
eternal Weeping ; for I have told you, the obliging of 
this Senſe is more fooliſh than criminal, But however 
the Effects are dangerous, for Mulick has a ſtrange aſ- 
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cendant over our Paſſions; it heats and cools 'em, it ruf- 
fles and tranſports 'em, it moulds and faſhions 'em to 
any Figure; it awakes the Fury of Anger, and conjures 
up the Devil of Love: And theſe two Fiends drive fali ( 
ſpeed to Hell and Damnation, Caution alone ſaved U- 
les. He would not truſt his Vertue with a fine Voice; { 
nor his Philoſophy with a warbling Donna Margarita; he 8 
rather choſe to reſign the Pleaſure of a Sola, than to j 
ſaffer the Misfortune of a Shipwreck ; and would not i 
barter his dear purchaſed Heroſhip for a Song. I 
[t were to be wiſh'd our Gentry of both Sexes carried 8 
Wars in their Ears as well as this Heathen General, their aj 
Occafions often exact the Precaution. They ſteer be- 
tween the Rocks, and Syrexs lie in Ambuſcade to en- W 
ſnare em. In theſe Circumſtances the leaſt Overſight 
is mortal, if we don't keep. at a Diſtance from the | 
Whirlpool, we ſhall be ſuck'd in by the Eddy. How 
many, for want of Care, have ſplit upon the Quickſands? | 
Was not Madam V. plaid out of her Reputation, and 
violin'd into a Match below her Quality? And how 
many Gentlemen have been ſung out of their Innocence 
at the Play houſe, and Mufick-Meetings ? | 
ho? therefore Muſick in its ſelf be innocent, its often 
fatal in the Conſequence, and ſtrikes us at Rebound. 
And this is enough to rowze up a Chriſtian's Care; 
where Duty obliges him not only to avoid downright 
Sin, but the very Tendency to it. 
But alas! the Poiſon lies not only in the Notes, the 
very Words carry Infection: They are ſoft and amorons, 
and either blame Honeſty, or provoke to Debauchery; 
they either perſonate the Deſpair of an abandon'd, or 
the Triumpns of a ſacceſsful Lover. Now what is this 
bur Stratagem to ſet ill Humours at Work, and to make 
loft Rhime a Conveyance to Deſtruction? And indeed 
tome Songs expreſs fo lively ill Practice, that it's not 
eaſy to diſtinguiſh the very Fact from the Repreſen- 
tation. And ſo the Minſtril inſtills all the Diſeaſes of 
Rage and Love he counterfeits. It's true, the Tongue 
preſents the Poiſon, but the Ear drinks it, and both 
are guilty ; for the difference of the Organ makes a ſmall 
Alteration in the Action. In fine, Ladies, ſuch Madr:- 
als are only fit to be ſung by the Devils, and to be 
heard by the damned. i 3 
2 _ VII. The 
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The other Obſtacles that ſtand between us and the 
Compliance with our Duty are the deluding Pageants of 
worldly Eelicity; fine Sights, a glorious Retinue, and 
ſwelling Titles. Now what is all this Appearance but a 
Scene of Vanity ? That Philoſopher was not miſtaken, 
who ſaid, That the juſt Value of Things are known by 
their End, as Men by their Faces. And if we take the 
Dimenſions of all human Happineſs by this unerring 
Scale, how thin, how little, how contemptible will it 
appear even to purblind Reaſon ? | 

Tho' we ſuppoſe it conſtant to our Intereſt, that it 
waits upon us to the Grave, we then muſt take leave of 
it, and bid adieu to all thoſe Objects, that dazled our 
Eyes, and led our Hearts captive. Nothing will be per- 
mitted to paſs with us into Eternity, but our Vertues 
and our Vices: Thoſe to refreſh, theſe to torment us. 
God pronounc'd the Sentence of Death againſt the whole 
Race of Adam; and tho* upon Occaſions he has diſpenſed 
with other Laws, this has and will remain inviolable. 
The moſt evident Principles have been queſtion'd by 
ſome, and deny'd by others; all Errors have found Abet- 
tors, but I never read of any Man ſo extravagantly 
fooliſh as to doubt of Mortality. The Church-yards 
proclaim this Truth, the marble Manſolea's of Princes 
divulge it, and our dead Parents in a mute, but empha- 
tick Language, tell us, we mult follow. In fine, ts de- 
creed that all Men muſt die. Seeing therefore all worldly 
Happineſs will once expire, and perchance, even when we 
expect no Alteration; what can it deterve but 5corn 
and Contempt? How can that be calPd a Happineſs, 
that ends in Miſery, and will be follow'd by Repentance? 

Nay, the Manner of leaving it is oftentimes far 
more miſerable than the End it 1elf. The great Autio- 


chus (when Proſperity ran high) forgot he was a Man: 


Victory waited on his Standards, and Succeſs crown'd 
his Enterprizes : But if his Felicity was ſtupendious, the 
End of it was no leſs amazing. Inis glorious Prince fell 
firſt into a mortal Melancholy; then a loathſome Diſeaſe; 
his Bowels glowed with a raging Fire; and every Mem- 
ber that had contributed to his Pleaſure, increas'd his 
Torment. He call'd upon Death as the ſole Remedy of 

| his 
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his Diſaſter, and doted on that fatal Moment he once 
trembled at. All the Treaſures heap'd up by Rapine, 
were unable to purchaſe the flumber of an Hour. His 
corrupted Carcaſs exhaled ſo inſupportable an InfeQion, 
that he was a Burthen to his Friends, and a Hell to him- 
ſelf. Thus he breath'd out his wretched Soul in a Tem- 
peſt of Rage and Deſpair, and died rather the Object of 
Compaſſion than Envy. 

What ſhall I ſay of Nero, Vitellius, and Androxicus ? 
They ſaw the World at their Feet, and ſparkling Diadems 
on their Heads; they were rather worſhip'd as God's, than 
ſerv'd as Men; yet all this Glory ended in Outrage and 
Infamy : The firſt fell by his own Hand; the others by 
the Cruelty of the enrag'd Mob, that rather ſtudied to 
torment thoſe unfortunate Princes, than to butcher/em. 

Could Women mount higher than Fezabel, or Cleopa- 
zra? The one gave Laws to an opulent Kingdom, the 
other to an Empire; both ſwum in Pleaſure, and were 


_ almoſt over-ſet with Proſperity. But alas! Their Gran- 


deur (like the Ice of one Night) melted away in 2 


Moment: The Babel of their Greatneſs ſunk under its 


own Weight, and buried 'em under the Ruins. The firſt 
was prey'd upon by Dogs, and the ſecond fell by the 
Sting of a Viper. What reaſonable Creature would take 
theſe Peoples Felicity together with their Miſery? Who 
would lead their Lives, and undergo the Cruelty of their 
Deaths? Can any thing more clearly Evidence the Baſe- 
nets of human Greatneſs, than theſe ſudden Turns of 
Fortune. So that the Cartbaginian Captain now mortal- 
Iv wounded, when he ſaw the World behind him, and 
Death before him, had Reaſon to read his ſurviving Bro- 


ther this ſeaſonable Leſſon. To Pride, dear Brother, in 


Grearnefs, is a pompous Foily ; high Commands ſtand 
expos'd to mighty Chances. The beſt built Fortune muſt 
yield to Hazard, or ſubmit to Time: Nothing is certain 
in this Life, but Death. What am I the better for having 
fabdued Provinces by my Valour, and butcher'd Armies 
in my Fury; I feel at preſent that Violence others have 
felt from ine. What vaſt Deſigns you rowl in your 


Brains? What Sieges? What Victories? But alas! All 


this-is glorious only in Idea, great in Fancy, and nothing 
in it ſel but Vanity: Read your Deſtiny in mine; and 


remember, that tho“ you eſcape the Stroak of Violence, 
Nature 


P - IPRS. Wl 


2 
's 
it 


a 


5 © O06 


ns 7 


7 A. 


cn E<B 5 RAR ARS T7 


c 


ra 7 . = = 


* 


of the Gentleman Inſtrufled. 139 


Nature will put a Stop to your Atchievements. Here is 
Spirit and Heat, Patbos, and Emphaſis, and (what is 
more) Truth upon Experiment: And yet this Man was 
no St. Paul in a Pulpit, but a Pagan General in the 
Camp: He had but an imperfect View of the future Pu- 
nihments that treads on the Heels of great Felicity. 


VIII. 


If you will not ſtand to the Judgment of a Pagan, I 
will put the Iſſue of the Cauſe upon your own. But I 
mult firſt ſeat you in a Region above thoſe Miſts that 
darken Reaſon, and biaſs the Underſtanding; and 
what Place more proper than the Death-bed? Let us 
therefore contemplate your Ladyſhip in this Poſture 
ſtruggling with a burning Fever, without Strength, with- 
out Vigour, ready to leave all things, and to be aban- 
don'd by all. - Your Head burns, your Heart pants, 
and the Violence of the Diitemper hurries Pain into 
every Artery, You turn your ſelf into a thouſand Po- 
ſtures; bur tho? you change Place, your Torment fol- 
lows. Your Bed of Down gives no eaſe, nor can your 
whole Eſtate buy it. We will ſuppoſe, Madam Lucia 
runs through all the Arguments of the Stoicks, and mar- 
ſhals up all her Eloquence to raiſe your drooping Spi- 
tits. It's in vain, dear Emilia, to ſtruggle againſt Mor- 
tality, there is no Recipe in the Diſpenſatory of Phy ſici- 
ans againſt Death; it's a Debt we owe to Nature, and 
t muſt be paid. But at leaſt you will leave behind an 
honourable Memory; you have ated a topping Part, 
and you go off the Stage with Applauſe. Every one 
does Juſtice to your Merit, and even thoſe who envy 
your Fortune, confeſs you deſerve a greater. The La- 
dies admire your Wit, the Gentlemen your Beauty, and 
all, your Breeding. Dryden has eternized your rare Per- 
fections in Verſe, and your Name together with your 
Titles ſtand at the Epiſtle Dedicatory in Folio; fo that 
when you die, you will live by Proxy, and your Fame 
will ſurvive the Coffin. Will ſuch an Atheiſtical Homily 
put an irregular Pulſe in Order? Will it heal a wounded 
Conſcience? Alas! Madam, the Elogiums of the Living 
make weak Impreſſions on the Souls of the Dead. Tho! 
| praiſe Cleopatra's Beauty in all Company, will ſhe be 
teſs miſerable? Becauſe 1 admire the Power of Semira- 


mis, 
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mis, will my Wonder extinguiſh the Fire and Brimſtone , 
that eternally conſumes her? WHI Craſus be Rich, be- { 
cauſe 1 magnify his paſt Treaſures? Will Alexander be [ 
at Eaſe, becauſe I commend his Courage? Or Sardana- b 
palus in Pleaſures, becauſe he was once Happy! Poor U 
Creatures! They underſtand themſelves and their fad \ 
Condition too well to receive Flattery, and are too em- 
phaticaliy miſerable to be refreſh'd with the Remem- (c 
brance of paſt Follies. Thoſe that are laugh'd at by the F 
Saints, and tormented by the Omnipotent, find ſmall Sa- 1 
tista tion in the vain Huzza's of Fools or Sycophants. Fa 
| 27 are praiſed where they are not, and are tortured where Ml © 
they are. 10 
And to come home to your Ladyſhip, give me the ſh 
Freedom to put you this Queſtion. When you find your D 
ſelf upon the Brink of Eternity, will the Remembrance W 
of your quondam Pleaſures open a Proſpect of Joy, or of U 
Repentance? Will you ratify your paſt Conduct, or 
deplore it with Tears, or perchance with all the Pangs of I de 
Rage and Deſpair? Will not worldly Happineſs, you Jol 
once rated ſo high, fall low in your Opinion? And will » 


* not wiſh rather to have contemned the glnrtering 
anities of the World, than to have enjoy'd*em? For, in MW 
fine, Madam, you will then acknowledge a Truth you My 
have now no Inclination to learn; that your Buſineſs is for 
not to be great, but good; not to make a Figure here, 
but hereafter. Let me therefore conclude with the wi- 
ſeſt of Men; Beauty and Complexion are vain, but a 
Woman that fears the Lord ſpall be praiſed. 5 Glo 

And now, methinks, I have ſaid enough to perſwade 2 
reaſonable Creature, that the dazling Preſents of the 
World are painted Nothings, varniſh'd Impoſtures, and We 
gilt Illuſions. That tho” they ſmooth the Brow, they 


are too ſuperficial to fill the Heart, and rather faſcinate I . 
than delight; and yet theſe Toys are the only Barriers and 1 
that (hand between us and Heaven. Could we but once * 
heartily fall out with 'em, and regard 'em as Snares ra- Hen 
ther than Favours, Virtue would be planted without "gs 


Labour in our Souls; it would grow vp almoſt without 
Pain, Bat whilſt our Hearts cling to Earth, our De- , 

fires cannot fiy higher. They reliſh nothing but Co- rift 
Jour and Surface, and ſtudy to oblige Senſe, and to gra- x 


tify Paſſion. Hence flow thoſe Sins that ſtab the ” 
| | an 
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and lead it to Perdition; that cut off our Right to 
Ontiſt's Promiſes, anc, give us over to his Manaces. If 
therefore you intend to live up to the Goſpel, you muſt 
break off with the World. This is the firſt Step to Ver- 
tue, a neceſſary Prerequilite to a Holy Lite; for Sin and 
Vertue can't lodge together. F 

Emil, You have held forth upon Love not the World 
to the Purpoſe, and have laſh'd Grandure, Wealth, and 
Pleaſure, like a Galley- ſlave. But, methinks, you have car- 
ry'd Invective too far, and flouriſh'd upon Fanitas Vant- 
tatum beyond Meaſure and Juſtice. For if what you 
ſay be true, Chriſtianity pens up our Liberty in a nar- 
row Compaſs, and our Pleaſure in leſs; and then how 
ſhall we reconcile that Freedom Chriſt purchas'd by his 
Death, to that Slavery you impoſe? Did God create the 
World to tantalize vs? And ſhow the Beauties of the 
e Wl Univerſe meerly to throw us into a Vit of Longing ? 
Luc, Let him talk, Madam, Chriſt's Religion is Ca- 
\f WW tbolick, our Creed is poſitive; it is not cut out only for 
Job's and Laxarus's, but for Kings and Empreſſes. Why 
therefore muſt we diſmiſs our Equipage, or commence 
o Aboſtates? Will you have Ladies turn off their Coaches 
| to walk in Pattins, like Milk-maids and Oyſter-women ? 


j Maſt they melt down their Plate, and make over their 
: Wl /ointares to the Blue-Boys of Chriſt-Charch? Under fa- 
e. our, Sir, Chriſt is neither Leveller nor Tyrant. Not 
7 . . . . . . 
one Text in Scripture ties Sin to Silks, nor Damnation 
; Jo Sattin; we may glitter in Silver here, and ſhine in 
Glory hereafter. N | 
K Euſeb. I have indeed enlarg'd upon the Text, Love not 
je e World, but when the Enemy is upon the Coaſt, it's 


d me to fire the Beacon. Is not a Covear ſeaſonable, 
when you are within an Inch of a Precipice? Our Savi- 


s nd its beſotted Lovers; he cautions us againſt its Charms, 
de both in Parable and Precept; and yet in Spight of his 
Command we run into its Embracements, and pawn 
it Heaven for Trifles. Methinks Warmth and Severity too 
at Ne very warrantable on an Occaſion ſo pteſſing and ex- 
e- taordinary. If a Merchant put upon your Ladyſhip 
5. el. Stones for Emerauds, or Venice · Glaſs for Dia- 
a- I nouds, would you frown upon a Friend for diſcovering 
1, Nie Cheat? The World impoſes upon you cones 

| | oin 


our has thunder'd a thouſand Moes againſt the World 
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Coin for Sterling, Tinſel for Gold, and imaginary Hap- 
pinets ot rea] Satisfaction. I have laid open the Impo- 
ſture, aud you complain I am too hard upon the Decei- 
ver. Is it % obliging a Civility to protect your Purſe, 
a ©» clowrilh a Serviee to fave your Soul? Are Guineas 


ſo and Savis ſo contemptible? So cheap? 
oon Chriſtian Freedom, but you ſtretch 

te far. For tho? Chriſt has knock'd off 

your C53175, and treed you from the Slavery of the De- 


vil; nens not exempted you from the Subjection of his 
Laws: No, Madan, you live within his JurifdiQion, 
though you take a Ramble to the Indies; and you muſt 


obey his Command, or pay for the Trantgrefſion. Your 


Liberty, therefore, though great, is reſtrain'd by Chriſt's 
> ov and your Freecom is incumbred with Provi- 
OCs. | 

Nor did God create the World to tempt our Vertue, 
but to poliſh it for our Uſe, not for our Vanity, and 
furniſh'd this noble Appartment tor our Paſlage, not for 
our Dwelling. Uſe then the World, and love it alſo; 
but, as Men do Phyſick, meerly for Health, I would not 
counſel Ladies nor Lords to cafe themſelves of their Mo- 
ney, (as old Crates did) but then they mult not over- 
look all the Laws of Nature to ſwell their Stock ; they 
muſt not circumvent and counterfeit, nor daſh Things 
out of one Nature, and brew 'em in another. They 
muſt not uſe light Weights, and falſe Meaſures, and 
naggle away Conſcience tor a Penny, and Heaven for Six 
Pence: They muſt not rack Tenants to feed Luſt; nor 
pay their Lackey's Service with Baſtinado's, nor their 
Chamber-Maids with ill Language. 

If you remember, Madam, I told you at our laſt Inter- 
view, you might alſo eat wholſome Food, that you might 
fleep on an eaſy Bed, and wear good Linen; that you 
might ſometimes grace the Boxes with your Preſence, 
and air your Body either in Coach, or on Foot, Bat 
then Chriſt forbids you to run ſtark Mad after theſe A- 
muſements, to devote all your Time to Diverſion, and 
not a Moment to your Duty. He forbids you to ſleep 
out the Day, and to dance out the Night, to lead the 
Lives of Bats, or Screech-Owls. In fine, Madam, you 
may allow the Taſte ſweet Meats, and the Eye finc 
Sights, provided you truck not your Soul for * _ 

action. 
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tion. Let Senſe fometimes play; but then be ſure 


Reaſon ſtands upon the Guard, and keeps it within the 


Bounds of Moderation. For theſe animal Faculties are 
wanton and craving, and if left to themſelves, they'll 
vault over the Pale of Law and Duty, and wheedlein the 
Heart to follow their Ramble. This is St. Paul's Caution to 
the Corinthians, chap. vii. Let thoſe who have Wives be as if 
they had none. T hoſe that weep, as if they did not weep. Thoſe 
that rejoice, as if they did not rejoice. Thoſe that buy, as if 
they poſſeſs nothing ; and thoſe that uſe the Goods of this 
World, as if they us'd them not. That is, though theſe 
worldly Objects affect the Senſes, they mult not touch 
the Heart, this muſt ſtand above their Reach, and be 
Proof to all their Solicitation. It muſt, . ike the Sun, 
that gilds the very Mire without being ſullied, paſs thro? 
theſe killing Vanities without catching the InfeQion. 
Now this being ſo, we are not ſo confin'd as you ima- 
gine; we have Liberty to be merry, though not to be 
mad; and I ſuppoſe this Abridgment is no Breach of 
our Magna Charta. 

Neand. Methinks, Ladies, Euſebius is Orthodox. He 
ſeems neither to tie up our Senſes too ſhort, nor to give 
em too much Line. He keeps within a juſt Mein be- 
twixt Severity and Indulgence, and neither ſets Appetite 
at large, nor the Goſpel upon the Rack. It's the Abuſe 
of worldly Pleaſures he blames, not a moderate Uſe ; 


this ſtands with Chriſt's Law, and is praQticable too. If 


we keep a heavy Hand over Senſe, and upon Occaſions 
refuſe it thoſe Diverſions that are lawful, we may eaſily 
withdraw it from thoſe that are forbid : But if we leave 
it to its ſelf, and lay the Reins on its Neck, we ſhall find 
our ſelves in a Precipice. For whoever turns Nature 
looſe, makes the pleafing Senſations of Senſe her End, 
and ſo becomes a Lady of Pleaſure, Now this Epithet 
in the Senſe of our modiſh Diale& ſounds harſh and ſcan- 
dalous, and indeed in the more vulgar Acceptation it 
2 upon the Ear, for they are often incident; for that 

ady who makes Pleaſure her Buſineſs, will catch at any; 
and if an innocent one comes not in her way, Paſſion 
will ſuggeſt thoſe that are innocent: And then how can 
we perſwade our ſelves that ſhe who lives for Diverſion 
will refuſe the Occaſion? 


Emil. 
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Emil. You have remov'd the Obſtacles to a Chriſtian 


Life, pray inform us now in what this conſiſts, for I per- 


ceive we live under poſitive Precepts as well as Negs- 
tive; and as Chriſt forbids ſome things, ſo he com- 
mands others. 


DIALOGUE. V. 
They muſt practice Humility and Modeſty. 


I. 
Euſcb. A Ternitati Pingo, ſaid once a famous Painter, 

50 Let our Deſign in every Action look as far. 
Why ſhall the Expectation of a vain Applauſe work 
more powerfully on a deluded Pagan, than the glorious 
Promiſes of our Almighty Saviour upon Chriſtians? E- 


very vertuous Action, as St. Bernard notes, paſſes, but 


does not periſh; it's a Heavenly Seed, that dies for a 
time to revive in Eternity. 


. 

Regard each Day as the laſt, and behave your ſelf as 
if you ſhould not ſee to Morrow. The Reaſon why we 
manage ſo much Time ill, is, becauſe we always ſuppoſe 
we have too much on our Hands to husband well. We 


build upon the Future that lies out of our Reach, and 


by Conſequence is not at our diſpoſal; nay, and per- 
Chance never will; and thus we leave our Souls to 
Chance, and truſt Hazard with our Salvation. Whereas, 


did we perſwade our ſelves we were upon a Removal, 


we ſhould lay up ſome Treaſure for our Journey, and fend 
Vertue before to prepare our Lodgings. For our Recepti- 
on in the next World will anſwer our Behaviour in this. 


bat we ſow in our Lives, we ſhall reap after our Deaths. If 


Vice, Torments; if Vertue, Pleaſure. 


| III. 
The Piety of a Chriſtian conſiſts in Works, not Words: 
And therefore we fall ſhort of our Duty, tho' we ſpeak 


well, if we live ill. Cælia was continually upon the To- 


pick of Vertue; ſhe forced its Panegyrick upon all Com- 
Pan], 
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jany, and pour'd out its Encomiums at Random in all 
Converſations. One would have thought ſhe had Caram 
/nimarum, and that half the Ladies of the Court were 
her Pariſhioners in ſpight of the Curate of St. Martin's 
or St. Fames's. I conteſs her Devotion appear'd to me 
more affected than real. I thought it had more Flame 
than Fire; and that ſhe harangued in Jeſt, becauſe the 
ſeem'd ſo much in Earneſt. But Authors were divided up- 
on the Queſtion; for ſome without Appeal to the Kora 
were for canonizing her, and a pious Siſter would needs 
remove St. Ambroſe, to find her a Place in the Calendar. 
What a precious Soul is this, cried ſhe? Good God! Her 
* Tongue trots ſo faſt Heavenwardt, her Heart mutt needs 
gallop after! In fine, ſhe ſpeaks the Language of Sion, 
and therefore muſt not be of the Seed of Canaan. 
01 But after all, this Lady's Devotion was meer Sound, 
E. with a Daſh of Mein and Grimace. Her Anger was vio- 
lent, and her Vanity extream. She never baulk'd one 
Pafſion, without gratifying another; and if ſhepraQiſed 
2 Vertue, *twas to make room for a darling Vice. Had 
ſe ſpoke leſs, and done more, ſhe had come nearer the 
Mark of her Profeſſion. For as Nazianzen obſerves, A 
rac feos Action, though mute, is worth a Folio of Rhetorick 
wiihour Effect. Run not into this Folly. The Tongue of 
an Angel, without the Heart of a Seraphin is inſignifi- 
we ant; it may indeed procure ſome Repute in a Female 
Congregation, but will not gain one Grain of Glory in 


er- Heaven. Ce — be 
Go In all your Actions ſeek God alone, and never make 
val, Jour ſelf a Slave to the Applauſe of Men, Hypocriſy and 
07 Didimulation are always increditable, but in Matters of 


pti- eligion monſtrous to a Sacrilege: To ſweat in this 
5 World, and be tormented in the next; to labour with the 
If daints, and burn with the Devils, is frenzy. Yet, alas! 
how many are found Saint without, and Fiend within? 
Who cloath Vice with the Robes of Vertue, and ſo walk 

in a Road to Hell, whilſt they pretend to march for 

1;: Heaven. Cynthia (et up for a Saint of the firſt Magni- 
ak ade; but ſhe built all her Piety upon Hypocriſy; She 
o- book her Plan from the Phariſees, and modell'd her Con+ 
m- undd by their Practice. She was a molt rigid Geneviam; 
1s | irt fram'd by Baxter, 125 then poliſh'd on Bridges s 


Anvil. 
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Anvil. She had the turn of the Eye in Perfection, and 


ropp'd the T wang of the Prediſtinate. Nay, ſome ſay the 
could wind a Church of Exgland Lady ſevenſcore, anda 
Papiſh a Mile at leaſt. She pray'd in de /a Sol Re, and 
1 the Family into a Quartan Ague: And what is 
{trange, this holy Impulſe ſeldom came upon her but in 
Company. She conſtantly read Scripture at the Win- 
dow, and at laſt became a Nuiſance to the Neighbour- 
hood. I never heard her, but 1 fancy'd my ſelf in Besb- 
lem, at a Lecture of Oliver's Porter. She continually 
harp'd upon the Baptiſt's Exhortation to the Jews, and 
figh'd out, Repent ! Repent! with an Emphaſis. Good God! 
ſaid I to my felf, what Farce, what Illuſion is here? 
To correct Sin with Pride, and preach Repentance with 
Hypocriſy is amazing. Now all this Grimace run upon 
Intereſt. The Lady had a Month's mind to hear Mr. B, 
prone vpon her heavenly Gifts in the Congregation. 
And indeed he ſpent his Lungs, and laid out a world of 


Cant, and myſtical Jargon upon the Subject. But this 


was not all, a well-meaning Brother of the Godly Party, 
had an Impulſe to pair only in the Lord He was brim- 
ful of the Spirit, and well ſtock'd with a Creature Men 
call Gold. He was more inquiſitive for a godly Yoak- 
fellow, than a beautiful one; and priz'd the Wealth of 
the Soul above all the vile Trinkets of Fortune. Cynthia 
put in for the Biggot. The good Man bit at the Hook, 
and her Grimaces gain'd her twenty thouſand Pounds, 
and in time colt him as many Curſes. Her Voice was 
Jacob's, but ſhe had the Hands of Eſaz. Her Piety car- 
ry'd a fair Appearance, but under the Mask lurk'd Dil- 
ſimulation, and Intereſt. Though ſhe ſtole the good 
Man's Purſe, ſhe pawn'd Conſciences; and confequently, 
the Gain did not balance the Loſs; and what is won- 
derful, ſhe pretended by the ſame Legerdemain to lay in 
as good a Stock for Heaven, as ſhe had for the World, and 
to over- reach God, as ſhe had wheedled the good Man. 
Well, ſaid I, Conſcience, I ſee, is pliable, and Inte- 
reſt can force it (like Proteus) into all Shapes. Thus 
we make partiality the Scale of Vertue, and every 
intereſted Siſter has Midas's Faculty of rouching every 
thing into Gold, Pray, Madam, eſpouſe not this Lady's 
Morals, her Caſuiſtry is too indulging, and obliges our 


vicious Inclinations too much to come up to the 1 
8 4 Al 
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dard of Chriſt's. He will have the Heart as well as the 


Action, and will not go halves with Intereſt; it you 
drudge for temporal Profit, you defeat all Pretenſſous 
to eternal. Nay, if you obſerve Chriſt's Law upon 


ſuch baſe Views, you will be caſt out of Heaven with 


Hypocrites that tranſgreſs it. Our Saviour commands us 
to keep our Piety to our ſelves, and to confine it to Dark- 
neſs and Secreſy. Nay, when we faſt we muſt perfume 
our Head, powder our Hair, vamp up our Complexion, 
and upon ſo extraordinary Occafions, Ladies may be per- 
ited a perchance the uſe of Waſhes, to conceal from the 
Eyes of Men this Mortification. Vertue, like Glaſs, is 
eaſily ſallied ; a Word oftentimes tarniſhes irs luſtre, and 
2 Look, like the Eye of a Baſilisk, murders it. 
However, omit not a good Deed out of an Apprehen- 
ſion of being diſcovered. This would be to ſtretch Cau- 
tion too far, and to keep up to one Precept by the Breach 
of another. For though our Saviour in one Place recom- 
mends Privacy, in another he orders us to be vertuous in 
Publick for Edification. Let em ſee your good Horks, and 


ler em glorify your Father which is in Heaven. Gregory 


the Great, in Math. xiii. handſomely reconciles theſe 
Texts, that ſeem to jarr; let our Actions be publick, but 
let our Intention be ſecret; that at once we may edify 


our Neighbour by our Example, and by our Intention 


to pray God alone, wiſh it were private. 
therefore your . Devotion have no TinQure of 
earthly Views; let ic aim at God's Honour, and your 
Soul's Salvation; and if pou purchaſe Heaven, you have 

crown'd your Labour. 

to ſtand up for Vertue, and ſhew you are in earneſt by 
your Practice: So many go over to Vice, and ſo hearti- 
ny on its Intereſt, it's neceſſary for the Friends of 
odlineſs, to make ſome Proviſion againſt the Aſſaults of 
lo prevailing a Party, and ſo convince the World, Vertue 
is not quite forſaken. Now who are more proper to raiſe 
Vertue, and humble Vice, than Ladies of Quality? 
They are expos'd to the View of the Vulgar, and re- 
ceive Homage and Incenſe (like the old Female Deities) 
from their Inferiours; they are aped by the Sex of a 
lower Rate ; their Faſhions, Mien, Geſture, and Car- 
rage are copied by Citizens Wives and Daughters, and 
theſe Pretenders to Politeneſs, glory in the very Follies of 
| R L 3 5 a Lady. 


ut in the mean time, fear not 
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a Lady. Now ſeeing you have ſuch an aſcendant over 
them, why may you not lure em to Godlineſs as well as 
to Vice? Why may they not fall in love with your chri- 
ſtian, as well as your worldly Deportment, and faſhion 
their Conduct by yours, as well as their Commodes? 
Vertue in Embroidery is more amiable than Vanity in 
its molt dazling Equipage; its Charms are attractive; 
and when once People are convinc'd they may be fine 
without, and rich within; that they may live great and 
innocent too, it's odds, they'll rather chuſe to live gen- 
teelly and pleaſantly with a good Conſcience, than like 
Reprobates with a bad one. And if once Vertue be fa- 
ſhionable among the Ladies, it may in time be a-la-moar 
among the Gentlemen alſo. For, with thefe, their Ap- 
probation is a kind of Law almoſt as inviolable as thoſe 
of the Meaes and Perfians : And Men will rather ſuffer 
a Reſtraint, and clap Nature under Hatches, than pur- 
chaſe a petty SatisfaQion at the Rate of a Lady's 
Diſpleaſure. Thus, becauſe Women have an Averſion 
to a tempeſtuous Converſation, and ſtart almoſt as much 
at a Llector's Oath, as at the Report of his Piſtol ; no 
Man of Breeding will any more. ſwear, than duel in 
their Preſence. / Now if a Principle of Civility can bti- 
dle one Vice, why can't it ſilence another? And thus, 
Madam, you may become an Apoſtle: without the La- 
bour oft preaching ;. for Example moves more than Ho- 
mily, though it be leſs clamorous.  - 25% 
_ Humility is the Foundation of all Vertues, it's the 
Gate of Religion, prima: Religionts introitus, ſays: Cy- 
prian; and he deferves the Name of Infidel, who is un- 
faithful to this favourite Vertue of God made Man. To 
Tay. that Ladies have no need of Humility, is to ſay the 
Siek have no need of Health, nor the Indigent of Sup- 
port. / It's neceſſary for all, but Ladies cannot be faved 
without it. For beſides the common Infe&ion of Pride 
they inherit from their firſt Parent, what additionat In- 
creaſe do they receive from other Quarters? Quality 
and Equipage warms the Paſſion; Flattery and Court 
ſhip-quicken it; and the innate Propenfion of the Sex it 
{elf ſets it afloat. And when ſuch a multitude of Channel 
feed the Humour, what wonder if it ſwells over tht 
Banks, and bears down Vertue together with . 
ia | 4 nee 
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Indeed to ſtand on Tiptoe upon ſuch trifling Advanta- 
, Is an evident Mark of a ſtrong Paſſion, or a weak 
judgment; and I eaſily perſwade my ſelf, that Ladies 
would ſtoop lower, did they but take the Pains to conſi- 
der upon how groundleſs Pretenſions they fly ſo high. 
Your Father bore Title and Eſcutcheon, but was not 
your Mother a Chamber-maid? If ſo, I would defire 
you not to ſcrew up your Quality too high; for, like the 
Dutch Coin, it's only half Sterling. You are a kind of 
Mulatzoe, _—_— on the one fide, and Savage on the 0- 
ther; i. e. a Compound of Gentleman and Spinſtreſs. 
What is here that deſerves an over-weaning Conceit ? 
But though your Blood has run from Hector and Au- 
dromache, thro' an undefiled Channel into your Veins; 
manage the Advantage with Modeſty, and do net mag- 
nify it beyond Proportion. For after all, this refined 
Blood, if tried in the Laboratory, will prove tainted up- 
on Experiment; and an Alchymiſt will draw as fine Spi- 
tits from that of a Dairy-Maid, as from that of a 
Dutcheſs. Could our Anceſtors make over their Vertues 
by Will; could they ſettle upon their Deſcendants Senſe 
and Merit, together with their Titles and Lordſhips; 
brave Progenitors would be a great Privilege. But alas! 
Theſe towering, theſe ennobling Prerogatives are meerly 
perſonal ; they are incommunicable PerfeQions, and nei- 
ther deſcend to Heirs Male or Female by Right of Gift. 
Believe me, Madam, noble Minds, and mighty Digni- 
ties go not always together. I have often Fen Mit in 
the Conth-boxzand Filly in the Coach; Beauty in Linſey- 
woolſey, and Deformity in Sattin; Merit in the Maid, and 
zone in my Lady. Now, methinks, Quality waited on by 
the whole Retinue of Title and Equipage, being nei- 
ther the Purchaſe of our Induſtry, nor the Reward of 
our Merit, ſhould not work upon our Vanity, nor ſwell 
our Preſumption. We ſhould rather thank Providence 
for the Favour, than Pride in the Gift; for, in fine, we 
have no more Reaſon to look big upon the Matter, than 
a Genet in embroidered Harneſs. : 
But if your Parts and Quality are not of a Piece; if 
this raiſes you above the common Level, and thoſethrow 
ou below it, you are only indebted to Nobility for the 
oſt of a Scaramouch, to divert your Inferiors, and to 
be ſcorn'd by your Equals. e 
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And as for Equipage and Attendance, tho? it makes a 


gaudy Shew, at Bottom it's rather trivial than fignifi- 
cant, and has more of Appearance than Reality. For 
it only argues either ſome Credit, much Money, or more 


Vanity. Now theſe Advantages are of a baſe Alloy, 


and they muſt be gazed on through ſtrange Glaſſes to. 
appear contiderable. Madam P's Credit run her in every 
Merchant's Book, from the Exchange in the Strand, to 
that in the City. She waded Chin-deep, but by Miſ- 
fortune, tho' Credit enter'd her Name in ſo many, it 
was unable to croſs it out of one; ſo that it had been 
greater, had it been leſs. For, in fine, ſhe run on tick, 
till he ſank her Purſe with her Credit, and then ſhe 
curſed her Merchant's Credulity, and her own Folly. 

Money indeed has ſome Charms, it feeds Vanity, and 
calts a ſparkling Varniſh over Peaſantty and Meanneſs; 
but alas! this Luſtre is borrow'd, it's a meer Glow- 
worm Light, that dazzles more than it warms; it comes 
from Fortune, not from Nature or Complexion; it gilds 
the Outſide, and ſports upon the Superficies, but leaves 
the Infide as naked as it found it, In fine, it makes Peo- 
ple often worſe, but ſeldom better, and eres 'em the 
Opportunity of playing the Prodigal or the Miſer. 

But nothing enlivens Womens Pride more than Flat- 
tery and Courtſhip; and yet what can be imagined more 
filly? They are ſo over-Ccharged with Preſumption and 
Self-love, that they believe themſelves Miſtreſſes of all 
thoſe Perf-Qions, Brain-fick Lovers, or fawning Syco- 
phants are pleated to aſſign *em; and ſometimes miſtake 
a plain Satyr for a Panegyrick, and grow big of Con- 
ceit for being lampoon'd. The Queen Szratonica had 
not one Hair on her Head, and yet ſhe gave a Poet fit 
hundred Crowns for comparing it to a Violet. The Com- 
pariſon was new indeed, and the Analogy ſo far fetch'd, 
that it comes not within fight of Senſe. But however, the 
Lady admired the Diſcovery, and became ſo exceſſive 
proud upon the Compliment, that her Violet Hair ren- 
dred her more ridiculous,” than none at all. For by 
Vanity fo ill grounded, and ſo unreaſonable, ſhe gave 
the World a Demonſtration her Skull was as bare with 
in as without, and that her Brains did not out-weigh 
her Locks one Grain. But tho' a Lady ſhould be gra- 
ced with the Hair of Aurora, with the Eyes of 1 
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the Majeſty of Juno, and the Feet of Theris, (to ſpeak 
in the Poaick argon) alas! what is all this but Vani- 

and Impoſture, but Mire glaz'd over with Snow, 
but an Idol of Fools, or a Flower that opens and fades, 
that exhales perfumes, and ſtench the ſame Day? What 
Language can reach the Extravagance of thoſe who rate 
themſelves upon ſo inconfiderable Advantages? They 
ae diſtemper'd beyond all Lunacy of the Mad-houſe, 
and ſhould be tied up to Diet, and confin'd to Dark- 
neſs and Diſcipline. 

But to take down theſe Ladies Stomachs, and to bring 
their ſoaring Thoughts a Point lower. I would deſire em 
to take a Turn in the Church-yard, and to try whether 
they can diſtinguiſh the Soul of a Princeſs from that of a 
Kitchen-wench; whether the Aſhes of Dives are bet- 
ter qualified than thoſe of Lazarus; or the Bones of 
Ceſar's are made of more noble Ingredients than thoſe 
of Peaſants? or (leaſt ſuch a melancholy Sight ſhould 
work too much upon your Complexion, and fright you 
into Convulſions) fling away a Viſit upon Madam S. 
ſhe was once the Town Beauty, the Life of Meetings, 
and the Lady of May. She rated her ſelf, not by the 
Pound, but (like Diamonds) by the Caract, and was 
ſo extravagantly fond of her little Self, that ſhe fancied 
her Body a Compound of the fifth Element, all Cele- 
ſtial, without Droſs or Matter. But a Conſamption has 
tam'd her Pride, and fetch'd down her towering Con- 
ceit. She is in Extremity; ſhe runs, poor Creature! 
through a Courſe of Pain; ſhe conſumes by Inches, and 
loſes her Blood by Drops. She read me (I aſſure you) 
a more emphatical Leſſon of Vanity than Solomon, and 
convinc'd me, Women muſt be mad to be proud. This 
Death-bed Figure is certainly an humbling, tho” a moſt 
inſtructive Sight, and would Curioſity lead Ladies ſome- 
times within Proſpe& of ſuch Scenes (I conceive) the 
Price of Female Perfections might fall. For, in fine, to 
{et in ſo black a Cloud, to withdraw with Convulſions, 
to 80 off with Deformity, and, like a Candle, to vaniſh 
in Stench, is a mortifying Rebuke to the Dignity of hu- 
man,Nature. Look therefore upon all the Goods of For- 
tune and Nature, as the meer Effects of God's Liberality, 
not of Merit. That they are only lent, not given ; and 
by Conſequence call rather for Gratitude than Pride. 

| L4 Keep 
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Keep your Rank among the great Ones, and diſdain 
not to ſtoop to the Peaſant, when Charity commands. 
Hate Flattery as a Plague, Hypocriſy as Poiſon, and 2 
baſe Complaiſance as meer Apery. Speak ill of no Bo- 
dy, praiſe ſeldom; but never your ſelf. _ 

Loſe not Sight of your Faults, nor depend upon your 
Vertue. This is God's Work, thoſe ſolely your own. En- 
deavour to be pious, but never think you are ſo. And 
tho? you live up to the Height of Chriſtian Perfection, 
ſuppoſe you are only at the Botom. We may fin by 
eſteeming our ſelves too much, but cannot by valuing 
our ſelves too little. And to put Nature to the Bluſh, 
practice upon Occaſion ſome publick Actions of Humi- 
lity. For Example; you may feed the Poor with your 
Alms, and ſerve em with your own Hands. Tho! ſuch 
AQs ate low, they are not mean: And they rather en- 
noble Dignity than degrade it. The great Empreſs Helen 
appear'd taller on her Knees, when ſhe waſt'd the Feet 
of poor Women, than when ſhe fat in her Throne; 
more glorious. when ſhe wiped them with a Towel, than 
when the code in a triumphant Chariot; and more great 
when ſhe ſerved at Table the devout Virgins at Feruſalem, 
than when ſhe commanded in Rome or Conſtant: 


| 7 * 
Why may not Ladies alſo ſometimes favour an Hoſpi- 


tal with a Vitit, as well as the Play-houſe? An Hour would 
be better ſpeat in this Theatre of Miſery, than in that 
of Diverfion., Here you learn Humility, and practiſe it; 
and although you leave an Alms behind, you carry away 
the Merit. At Paris [ have ſeen the topping Ladies of 
the Court, in Þ Hotel Dien, help and comfort the Sick 
with great Charity. They refreſh'd thoſe poor Creatures 
not only with Words, but with Cordials and Juleps. 1 
could wiſh the Mode would ſail into Exgland. It edifies 
I am ſute, and would become Quality, and fit as genteel- 
ly on Ladies, as French Faztanges. For, in fine, a Chti- 
ſtian Submiſſion is the Top of Gallantry, and gives 2 
greater Luſtre than Equipage or Eſcutcheon. Io ſtand 
above the Vulgat in Rank, and below em in Affection, 
to be eſteem'd by others, and contemn'd by our ſelves, 
zs to abandon the Sentiments of Nature, for the moſt re- 


fined Morals of the Goſpel... |. 


/ 


As Humility regulates the Interior, ſo Modeſty diſci- 
pines the Exterior. This is the Index that marks the 
Motion of our Soul: It diſcovers the Situation ot our 
paſſions, and tells us whether they obey the Empire of 
Senſe,” or of Reaſon. For Providence ſeems to have de- 


we can read its Inclination and Diſguſt as legibly in 
our Actions, as Phyſicians the State of the Body by the 
beating of the Pulſe. - 


nounced him a Runagade before he had apoltatiz'd from 
ch Chriſtianity. os nen 1 
n- I ſhall not conſider Modeſty in Oppoſition to Wanton- 
neſs: This would lead me too far; but as it's defined by 
et Zeno the-Science of decent Motion, i. e. as it poliſhes the 
F Exterior; and cut off all thoſe Exorbitances that render 
in our Converſation offenſive, or leſs chriſtian. I know in- 
at deed St. Paul commendsit in this Acceptation to all; but 
1, Wl to” it reaches the Maſculine part of our Species, it con- 
cerns more properly the Feminine. And it's no more e- 
i- W fieem'd a bare Ornament, but a Propriety of the Sex. So 
d that a Women diſcarded of Modeſty, ought to be gaz'd 
at upon as a Monſter. Let her be ſet off with all the other 
t; WI Embelliſhments of Art and Nature, fo long as Boldneſs is 
* read in her Face, this Vice alone will eclipſe her other 
f bPerfections, and like a Cloud over - caſt all the glittering 
k beams of Beauty, Wit, and Dignity. 
s Nor indeed is it any Wonder that Modeſty is ſo much 
the Right and Intereſt of the Sex. For this is the Argus 
s Wl that guards their Treaſure againſt all the Attacks of Sur- 
- WH priſe or Impudence. When Breunus with his victorious 
Army enter'd Rome, the Gravity and Majeſty of the Se- 
1 nators aw'd the licentious Soldiers into ſuch a Reſpect 
d and Reverence, that not one, for a long time, durſt ap- 
proach em. And I believe a Lady well ſtock'd with 
Modeſty, may look upon the looſe Delires, and keep at a 
Difttance the Attempts of the moſt impudent Aſſailant. 
For certainly true Vertue has more Authority than Affe - 
dation, and a Chriſtian Reverſedneſs, than a Stoical Se- 
rerity. When a Town is well provided within, and 
e a Oh ſtrongly 
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ſigned the Face not only for Ornament, but for Intor- 


mation. Nay, the Soul flies into our Behaviour, and 


15 Thus Gregory of Naziauzen ſaw the Diſorders of 72- 
lan's Soul in the Irregularity of his Carriage, and pro- 
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ſtrongly fenced with Out-works, a victorious General r 
has ſeldom the Courage to attempt the Siege. The Ex. Ml: 
nce, the length of Time, the Loſſes, and in fine, the WM « 
N — of Succeſs, ſcare him from the Enterprite; 
ſo that he wheels off to the leſs fortify'd, as of more ea- in 
ſy Conqueſt. Our Gallants ſeem to follow the ſame di 
Method; they are ſo far from tempting a modeſt Wo. ce 
man, that they can ſcarce dare look her in the Face; her 
Countenance and Air rather fright Paſſion than excite it. de 
They conjure down impure Love, and raiſe ReſpeQ aud fo 
Eſteem. In fine, ſhe is ſo encompaſſed with Modeſty, WM thi 
there is no making an Approach, and by conſequence D. 
no Proſpe& of Succeſs ; and this Difficulty cools the mot Ml ed 
fiery Luſt, and diſcourages the moſt violent Senſuality. W 7! 
No Body but Aſmodæus himſelf will attempt to violate MW M 
ſuch a Sanctuary. ö 2 of 


But when they eſpy a Lady without Reſervedneſs; e- 
who is endued with many attractive Qualities, and has an 
nothing that awes, no Out-works that guard her Vertue, WO flu 
they are tempted to ſtorm her Conſtancy ; and if ſhe IM be! 
lends a patient Ear to the Encomiums of her Wit and yo 
Beauty, if ſhe ſtays to receive the Attack, ſhe-is in Dan- ter 
ger of being at Diſcretion. For, in ſhort, this Remiſſneſs W do 
is a kind of Capitulation; it's a Mark the Defendant is MW at 
preſs'd, and then follows a Surrender: So that the Ne- Pr 
ceſſity of this Vertue ought to awake the Care of Ladies, ¶ ſtu 
and quicken their Endeavours to purchaſe it. the 
Now if you ask me what it is, I have anſwer'd with Er 
Zeno, it's The Science of decent Motion, i. e. it's a M- we 
ture of Gravity and Sweetneſs, that ſtamp Piety on the | 
Behaviour, and make the divine Tranſports of the Soul to 
ſparkle in the very Eyes; it reaches every Part of the Ex- W fay 
teriour, and guides our whole Comportment Abroad and the 
at Home, in our Cloſet, and in Converſation; in fine, it co 
plants Vertue upon the Forehead, and draws Decorun El fir 
upon the Exteriour. Ce 
But by Gravity, I underſtand not a moroſe Sowrenels, i me 
nor a ſtarch'd Behaviour. The firſt marks ill Nature, MW Pu 
the ſecond Pride and Affectation · I would neither counſel WM the 
Ladies to make wry Faces, as if they were taking a Dole I im 
of Coloquintida, nor walk as if, like Bar:hbolomew Poppets, WM Cc 
they mov'd by Wire. This is not Modeſty, but down- i fer 
right Grimace, and has more of the Mimick than Youre 0 
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The one frights, the other raiſes laughter. Keep within 
+ Mean; Extreams are vicious; extraordinary Geſtures 
ze as unbecoming, as antiquated Dreſſes. 

But be ſure to take Care of the Tongue. This is an 
inſolent Member, and needs all the Precepts and Inſtru- 
tions of Modeſty, to be kept within the Compaſs of De- 
cencey. | | | 

Pretend not in Company to Wit; you will certainly 
betray your Judgment. Women ſeldom appear more 
fooliſh, than when they aſpire to the Glory of being 
thought wiſe. Good God! how was I plagu'd Yother 
Day with the Impertinences of Madam H. ſhe comment- 
ed upon Ariſtotle, and lectur d us upon the Summe of 
Thomas Aquinas. She ſcorn'd the Female Topick of 
Modes and Dreſſes, and was for dancing on the high Ropes 
of Phyficks and Divinity. We were firſt regal'd with Ma- 
teria Prima; then came up a Diſh of Occult Qualities ; 
and at laſt a whole Plate of Theological Terms were 
flung among the Company. It was as impoflible to ſtop 
her in this learned Career, as a Ship under full Sail, and 
you might have ſooner ſilenc'd a Hurricane, than have fet- 
ter'd her Ladyſhip's Tongue. The Sex admir'd her Wiſ⸗ 
dom, and the Men ſmil'd at her Folly. She has made 
a Provifion of School Jargon, and laid it out with much 
Prodigality, and more Aflurance. But all her Knowledge 
ſtuck on the Superficies of Words, ſhe enter'd not into 
the Senſe. So that the Fame of her Parts ſhrunk under 
Experience, and this Phœnix of Women prov'd only a 
well taught Parrot. | 

Beware of too great Talkativeneſs, a Fault incident - 
to the Sex, and extreamly offenſive in Converſation, It 
ſavours of Boldneſs, and is a great Intrenchment upon 
the Liberty of Company. She who monopolizes the Diſ- 
courſe, ſilences the reſt, and aſſumes the Quality of Mi- 
ſtreſs; and ſo keeps School, without Licence, in plain 
Contradiction to our Sratate Boot: Nay, and what is 
more, a Pythagoreen School, in which other Ladies, like 
Pupils, undergo the Penance of Silence, whilſt ſhe enjoys 
the Satisfaction of Speaking. This is, (I think) a little 
impoſing, and ſhe who offers her Company upon ſo hard 
Conditions, deſerves to lead the Life of a Recluſe; for 
few Ladies will go to the Price of the Purchaſe. Free- 
dom of Speech is as undoubted a Prerogative of a Female 
Meeting, as of the Houſe of Commons. In 
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In Converſation you muſt ſuppoſe all are not of the 
ſame Opinion; bear therefore a Contradiction with Calm- 
neſs and Moderation; and be not roo kind to your own 
Errors. Infallibility is neither an Appendix 'of 'Nature, 5 
nor of Grace: Women may fall into thoſe Miſtakes by 
Surprize or [gnorance, without any Abatement of their H R 
Parts, they cannot vindicate without Diſhonour. So that 
it's more prudent, as well as more modeſt, to confeſs a f. 
Fault, than to defend it with —_— and Paſſion. O- 
ver- rate not therefore your own Sufficieney, for tho? ſome 


Diamonds are ſaid to be above Price, Merits are not. n 
Fancy not your Underſtanding moves in a higher Region | 
than other Peoples; or that you muſt neceſſarily be wiſer, MW ,, 
becaufe more beautiful or noble. Believe me, Madam, e. 
theſe 'Qualities are not the true Standard of Know- 14 


ledge: A fair Frontiſpiece is no infallible Sign of well- it 
furniſhed Rooms. The Inſide may be poor, tho? the Out- 
ſide be rich: And I ſuppoſe the Walls are not ſtronger W &; 
for being ancient. Künne en ud 
Little Love-Intrigues oftentimes are the Subject of Wo- 
mens Diſcourſe; and generally People are paired by my 
Lady before they are join'd by the Parſon. It's a great 
Breach of Modeſty almoſt to know ſuch things, and 
Boldneſs to throw em into Converſation. For the Laws 
of Decorum are ſo ſevere in regard of Women, that it's 
almoſt à Fault to pronounce the Word Love. They can 
ſcarce diſcover a Diſlike of an ill thing'withontBlemiſh, 
nor even bluſh without diſobliging their Modeſty. For, 
in fine, thoſe Diſcourſes argue a vicious Inclination, ora 
Memory ill furniſn'd, or Curioſity miſapplied ; or rather 
all three. For certainly, without Pains, it's hard to glean 
fo great a Proviſion of Amoxrerts; and without ſome In- 
clination, as hard to tu ſuch Lengths in the Hiſtory of 
Intrigues. P 
In a Word, let Modeſty not only chuſe the Subject of 
your Converſation, and regulate the — — it, 
but tune the Voice, and order the Accent. The Tongue 
muſt not break out into Noiſe and Tumult; like the 
Platonict Harmony of the moving Spheres; it ſhould 
charm, but not be perceiv'd at a Diſlance. Would La- 
dies make the purchaſe of thoſe Vertues their Buſineſs 25 
they are their real Concern, they would bid fair for that 
PerfeQion, their Profeſſion, Sex, and Station re _ 
| | Wo | er 
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There are others indeed neceſſary, but becauſe they reach 
the whole Species, and concern Men no leſs than Wo- 
men, I ſhall refer you to the Catechiſm for inftruQion, 
Beſides, too many Precepts rather fright than inſtruct, 
2nd are more apt to caſt us into Deſpair, than to raiſe a 
er WM Reſolution of obſerving *em. 6 

hat Emil. I thank you for your Charity, Sir, and wiſh my 
32 WM (elf ſo happy as to comply with your Inſtruction: But 
O. tney ſeem too vague; favour me therefore with a Sum- 
me mary of thoſe AQjons I muſt perform each Day. Draw 
Ot. W up a Scheme, and ſet me a Journal. Fi 1 77 
jon Euſeb. Alas! Madam, you may as well ask me to cut 
ler, out a Manteau for the Moon. Circumſtances vary, and 
im, cannot be brought to the ſame, Rule. However, I will 
W. lay a Plan before you, and hope your Prudence will fit 
ell. it to your Occaſions. | 1 
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2 "DIALOGUE VI. 

5 AR egulation of their datly Actions. 

ind | | 
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It's N effeminate Sabarite thank'd the Gods that he had 
An never ſeen the Sun rife in his Life. I would not 


ih, have Ladies imitate this Pagan Copy, much les, mult 
Or, FF they value themſelves upon ſo my, a Lazineſs. 
ri Live not as if you were our Axtipodes, Curiolity is ſup- 
her I pos'd to bear a great Sway over Female Inclinations. 
an Let it therefore lead you to this great Planet's Levee at 
In. leaſt in December and January. I aſſure you, Madam, 
of it riſes with more Majelty than the greateſt Monarch; 
| and this Morning Scene out-ſhines the Glow-worm Page- 
of antry of the Play-houſe. It gilds the Heaven with its daz- 
'", ling Beams: It turns every Drop of Dew into ſparkling 
ue Diamonds, and commands Nature to change her Night- 
be rail into Cloth of Gold and Embroidery. Beſides, it 
nd wakes almoſt every Part of the drowſy Creation. Birds 
and Beaſts begin Martins, and proclaim the Glory of 
their omnipotent Maker. Why ſhould Man be leſs ac- 
knowledging-than Beaſt? Or Inſtinct work more forci- 
bly than Reaſon? 8 2 80 
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. | In 
So ſoon as you are up, fall upon your Knees, and «- « 
dore that mighty Being that made you. His Greatneſs Wo 
calls for Homage, and your Dependance ſtands oblig'd un 
1 for the Payment. Offer up every Action of the Day to 
4 his Glory; ſuch an Intention ſanQifies the meaneſt, and : 
1 a new Value upon the moſt holy. Ask Pardon flat 
for paſt Offences, and rather reſolve to die, than to trani- Wl in! 
grels God's Commands for the future. Sue for the Sup- of 
port of his Grace; without this you are impotent, and W the 
with it invincible. got 
III. Wit 
Reflect what Occaſion of Sin may preſent it ſelf, and M0! 
prevent the Danger by Prudence and Forecaſt. A Temp- Nn 
tation foreſeen is almoſt overcome. But he lies at the ot 
Mercy of an Enemy, who is aſſaulted by Surprize and MW" 
+ Stratagem. When you diſcover an Ambuſcade, keep at W 1% 
a Diſtance; to tempt Temptation is an unſeaſonable MW*! 
Bravery. I would as ſoon rouze afleeping Lion as come Ned 
within its Reach; for, in fine, the Victory is not ſure, 1 
but the Peril is certain. | * 
Ws + = 
Stand not upon meer defenſive War, for tho? you ſtrug- E 


gle handſomely for a Time, and keep FOR Ground, you 
will at length be overpower'd with Number; if you in- en 
tend to come off with Conqueſt, carry War into the E- Hb 
nemy's Dominions. The Advantage for the moſt part WF... 
lies on the Aſſailant's Side. Single out therefore every 


Day ſome Vertue, and make ſure of it by Practice. The 1 : 
Duty of a Chriſtian is not only to ſuffer, but to do; by Pte 
reſiſting the Allurement of Fleſh and Blood you loſeno WF... 
Ground; by exerciling Vertue you gain upon the Devil, MW. p. 
and ſo increaſe your Forces, and weaken his of | 

V. We 


When you have diſcharged your Duty to God, ſpend Wpro 
ſome time upon the Government of your Family; the Alt 
Buſineſs within Doors lies upon your Hands, and is part I ligt 
of your Province; and you muſt not do all by Deputy. ¶ the 
Indeed I would not have you enter upon too minute 2 IM por 
Detail, nor regiſter the Hen-rooſt in your Table Book. It's I thy, 
below your Station to hunt every Day after Hens Nets I cap; 
as Madam L. did; or to calculate the Number of _ Ut, 
Ty ings; 
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ings; nor ſhould you 2 the Hog- ſty to mark the 
worſt of the Litter for the Tithe-Pig; theſe Actions ſa- 
jour of Meanneſs, they argue Avarice to Exceſs, and ſit 
mhandſomely on Quality. 5a 
When you fit at your Toylet, keep Vanity at a Di- 
on WM fance, and remember you trim a Body that once will 
n- fok into Corruption. Look upon your Robes as Badges 
up- Wl of lnfamy ; and reflect, Ladies had never been fine, had 
nd WM they remain'd innocent. I know, indeed, as the World 
zoes, Nobility muſt make a Figure: Quality and Title 
without Appearance will never draw KeſpeQt ; they re- 
nd quite a Support. The Senſes of the Mob mult be (truck, 
and their Imagination affected; for they ſeldom dive be- 
he ond the Surface, and meaſure Quality by gaudy Trap- 
nd Wings and Equipage. However, tho? you uſe theſe Toys, 
at pour Affection muſt ſoar above em, and you mult never 
ble eſteem the worſt Parts of Beaſts to be the greateſt Per- 
me Mition of your Sex. hs 
re, The brave Eſther was raiſed from Subjection to Com- 
mand, and from Servitude to the Throne. She walk'd 
on Silks, and ſpit in Silver: Nature had made her a com- 
e- eat Beauty, and Providence a mighty Empreſs; and 
5” Joer the proteſted in the Sight of God, that her Greatneſs 
in. vas a Burthen, and her Finery a Torment. Thou know- 
E. Ne my God, (faid ſhe) that meer Neceflity obliges me 
to live in Pomp and Glory, not Choice; and that I ſcorn 
an this glittering Diadem, the Envy of a thouſand Ladies, 
ne ad the Deſire of more. I wear it with Regret, and on- 
by ly when I muſt appear in Publick, and lay it down when 
| retire to my Apartment. The turn of Fortune has 


1 vrought no Change in me: Iam a Slave on the Throne, 
poor Caitiff in Embroidery, and a Beggar in the Face 
of Plenty. Tho! I poſſeſs the Scepter, together with the 

5 Wealth of Alia, Ienjoy nothing but the Satisfaction of 


proſtrating my ſelf, and my Grandure at the Foot of thy 
he Altars. For, in fine, the Contempt of my Greatneſs flies 
ut WF higher than my Fortune, and the Exceſs of Pleaſures is 
„de Object of my Averſion. Here is a ſeraphick Tranſ- 
„bort for ye! it's all Light, all Fire. A Heart that can 
thus ſcorn an Empire is larger than the World, and more 
capacious than the Empyreum. She was a 5 2 with- 
at, and all Angel, all Seraphin within. Did wes 
| ring 
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bring ſuch noble Sentiments to the Toylet, they would 
charm Heaven; and whilſt Men admire their Bravery, 
the very Angels would fall in love with their Vertue: 
for then they would meaſure the Gaudry of their Man- 
teaus preciſely by the Length of Quality, not by the er- 
tent of Pride or Vanity; they would keep up to the Exi- 
gency of their Rank, without deviating from the Duty 
of their Religion. N | 
VII. 

After Dinner you may employ ſome time at your Nee- 
dle, or other Works ſuitable to your Condition. Aags- 
ſtat Ceſar thought not ſuch Occupations below the Dig- 
nity of his Wife and Daughters: Yet he was a great 
Man, and thoſe Ladies mighty Princeſſes: And ] ſuppoſe 
our Lords would not diſpute the Wall with him, nor the 
Wives the Precedence with his Children. The Romans 
kept the Diſtaff of Queen Tanaguil with more Care, than 
the Lance of Romulut, to teach Poſterity, that it was no 
leſs neceſſary for the Good of the State, to propoſe to La- 
dies Examples of Labour, thanto Men Patterns of Bravery. 
And Solomon in the Character he has drawn of a Heroine, 
flouriſhes upon her Qeconomy and Labour. She puts (ſays 
he) her Hands to Work, and then open d em to the Neceſ- 
ſicies of the Indigent ; fbe ſpun both Linen and Woolles: 
Vet ſhe is not repreſented as a Country Dame, but asa 
Peereſs: For her Husband ſat cam Senatoribus terre, i.e. 
in the Houſe of Lords, or at leaſt of Commons, Wheels 
indeed are at preſent more out of Faſhion, and Ladies 
will no more ſpin, than make Bone-Lace. Seeing Cu- 
ſtom has degraded the Employment, I will not counſel 
you to re-inſtate ic in its priſtine Dignity. Bat however, 
Needle-Work is reputable, and the moſt qualified Ladies 
may embroider without deſcending from their. Station. 
Believe me, Madam, Idleneſs is an ill Employment; and 
ſhe who has nothing to do, will be tempted to do more 
than will ſtand with Conſcience, and perchance with Ho- 
nour. For when we have no good Thoughts, we ate 
nerally peſter'd with bad ones; and when ill is in our 


Fancy, it ſlides with eaſe into the Will. 


| A 54 4 Fe 134.5 
You may ſeaſon Work with Reading, for though Wo- 
men ſhould not pretend to commence Doctors, yet ! 
would not have em forſwearKnowledge, nor make a * 
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of Stupidity, God has favour'd you with a reaſonable Sou], 
earich'd it with the Science of thoſe Things, that give Life 
to a civil Converſation, and inſtruct you in the Duty of 
your Profeſſion. For your Court Affurance, your Ad- 
dreſſes, in the Modes, and Geſtures of Salutation, your 
graceful Entrance into a Room, and all the other pretty 
Accompliſhments of the Sex, are dead, unleſs enlivened 
by a handſome Diſcourſe. Is it a mute Scene, a Baribo- 
knew Puppet-ſhew, that ſurprizes ſome, and furniſhes 
Matter of Laughter to others. Is it not ridiculous to ſee 
a Lady with a great deal of Formality drive to a Ren- 
dex vous, and at the End of a ſhort Complement fall im- 
mediately upon Fontanges and Foretops? So much Pomp, 
ſo much Ceremony, out- do the Occaſion; the Entertain- 
ment is too trivial for the Solemnity. Thoſe that will 
not learn to ſpeak 4 propos, ſhould learn methinks to 
hold their Peace; for it's much better to ſpeak nothing, 
than to bolt out Follies. 

Indeed, it's not neceſſary to rival the Knowledge of 
the Sybils, nor the Science of the Muſes, ſhe ſhould not 
wadetoodeep into Controverſy, nor ſoar ſo high as Di- 
vinity. Theſe Studies lie out of a Lady's Way: They 
fy up to the Head, and not only intoxicate weak Brains; 
but turn them: They engender Pride, and blow us up 
with Self-conceitednets, and when all theſe meet, we ſhall 
be apt to meaſure Faith by our private Judgment, and to 
ſet up our ill ſhap'd Notions againſt the receiv'd Tenets of 
our Religion. | 

Read therefore thoſe Books that lead to Piety: They 
enlighten the Underſtanding, and warm the Will; they 
lay open the Cauſe of our Miſcarriages, and at the ſame 
Time preſcribe the Remedy. They neither flatter Quali- 
ty, nor inſult Peaſantry, but like Pictures made to Sight, 
they look equally upon all: In fine, they refreſh the Me- 
mory, enlarge the Underſtanding, and inflame the Will, 
and fo, thro? Pleaſure, _ both Wiſdom and Vertue. 

| IX. IF 

You may afterwards either return Viſits, or receive 
them ; but perform both with as much Expedition, as Ci- 
lility and Ceremony will permit. Long Converſations 
055 they languiſh at an Hour's End, and fall into meer 
Chat or Impertinencies. For Women have ſeldom Mate- 
als to furniſh a long Diſcourſe, unleſs they comment 
M ; upon 
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vpon their Neighbour's Failures, and turn their Misfor. 
tune into the Subject of Diverſion. Now to laugh at 2. 
nothers Expence, is not only diſingenuous, but unchriſti. 
an. Rather take a Turn ſometimes to the Play-houſe; but 
be ſure firſt the Piece be cleanly, clear complexion'd, 
neither larded with Smut nor Blaſphemy ; that it neither 
arraigns Vertue, nor buffoons Religion; that it has. no- 
thing offenſive to the Eye, nothing to the Ear. In fine, 
that it be either inſtructive or innocent. For if it makes 
bold with God, or laſhes his Miniſters; if it encourages 
Vice, and hoots at Vertue, you muſt no mare appear 


there, than in a Peſt- houſe. Diverſions, bought at the 


Expence of Conſcience, 1 too dearly purchas'd. 
Before you goto Bed, withdraw into your Cloſet, and 


take an impartial View of your Conſcience : If it up- 


braids you with no crying Sin, give Glory to God, and 
with bended Knees, andan humble Heart, thank him for 
the Favour. For not your Vertue, but his Grace, has 
kept you upon your Legs, and either remov'd or van- 
quiſh'd the Temptation. But if you have ſtray'd from 
2 Duty, ſue for Pardon; and lay not your Body to 

eſt, till you have obtain'd quiet for your Soul. When 


the Conſcience is 5 can ſcarce be found; 


a wounded Soul keeps the y awake in ſpight of 0- 
piam. And though it does not, you fhall no more ſhut 
Peer Eyes in a State of Sin, than Sleep on the Brink of a 
recipice. For alas! How many does Death aſſail in 
their Beds, at unawares ? And what is worſe, unprovi- 
ded? Poor Creatures! They awake in Hell, and onlyre- 
cover their Senſes to feel the Extremity of Torments. 
But when, by a hearty Repentance, you have calm'd Con- 
ſcience, you may fleep ſecurely. Though Death teal 
upon you by Surprize, it will not find you unprepar'd; 
it can only convey you from a tranſitory Repole into 
eternal Reſt, Here is a ſhort Journal of a Chriſtian 
Life, and methinks it may eaſily be brought to Practice. 
A Lady, that can't ſuffer ſo ſmall a Conſtraint, muſt be 
ſtrangely fond of Liberty. 
Emil. Well, the Scheme ſeems practicable, and if no- 
thing elfe be requir'd to live like a Lady, and a Chtiſtian, 
Vertue encroaches not ſo much upon Freedom as] imagi- 
ned. Pray, Sir, go on, to oblige me with a ſhort Comment 
uponthe Duty of a Mother. DIA 
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DIALOGUE VI. 
The Duty of a Mother. 


4, HIS Command, Honour thy Father and : 
Eaſe T Mother, is reciprocal, and not — obligesChil, 
drento reſpect and revere their Parents, but alſo enjoins 
Parents to love their Children; and this Obligation comes 
not only from the Decalogue, but immediately from Na- 
ture. Nor does ſhe diſcharge the Duty of a Mother, who 
fawns on, and careſſes, her Of-ſpring ; who pampers 
their Bodies, and wraps them up in Silk and Cotton. No, 
no, her Care muſt teach their moſt ſublime Part, the Soul. 
This muſt be cultivated and manur'd with Principles and 
Precepts, that it may anſwer the great End of its Creation. 
Now, becauſe the Males, ſo ſoon as they are capable of 
inſtraQion, are taken from the Mother, I ſhall only touch 
upon the Education that _ Females. 


| Teach them betimes the End of their Creation; their 


Duty towards God, and the Obligations of Religion. Ex- 
plain the Creed, and the Decalogue; the firſt ĩuſttucts em 
in Faith, the ſecond in Manners; and omit not the Pains 
of the Wicked, and the Joys of the Juſt: The one will 
fright from Sin, the other will allure em to Vertue; nor 
ſuffer *em anly to reſt in the Knowledge, but inure them 
to the Practice, by all the little Arguments of Kindneſs 
and Authority; and ſecure the Obſervance by the Tenures 
of Love and Obedience. Seldom apply Severity till mild 
Methods prove ineffectual: For Children muſt not be 
taught Piety (like Dogs to ſet) with Stripes and ill U- 
ſage: They never do a Thing heartily, when compell'd 
by Force, and oftentimes hate thoſe Exerciſes at Thirty, 
for which they were chaſtiſed at Ten. Some Years ago, I 
tell into the Company of my Lady N. She ply'd me 
with ſuch along-winded Panegyrick of her little Daugh- 
ter, that I began to wiſh the Child leſs accompliſh'd, or 
the Mother leſs fond: She was Beauty in Life, and Wit 
in Perfection. Nay, and ſo skilful in the Ways of the 
Lord, that I ſuſpe&ted ſhe had made at leaſt two Voyages 
to Heaven, or had hit upon an Invention to travel to 
Paradiſe by Scale and Compaſs. T 

M 2 Well, 
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Well, Madam, (ſaid I) ſuch a Wit, ſuch a Divine In. 
fant, I preſume, knows the Catechiſm. 

The Catechiſm! ” a0 ſhe, I hope ſo: And the firſt 
Chapter of Geneſis alſo. And then immediately was 1 
regal'd with a Scene of Queſtion and Anſwer, Moth. Who 
was the firſt Man? Ch. Adam. Moth. Who was the old. 
eſt Man? Ch. Methnſalem. Moth. Who was the wiſeſt 
Man? C5. Solomon. Nay, crys Mamma, ſhe can tell ycu 
the Wives of Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob.  _ 

You have led her, | ſuppoſe (ſaid I) to Joſeph-Ben. I. 
rael the Jewiſh Herald, and intend to enter her in the Sy- 
nagogue. Is this all! | 59 £U 

All! anſwered the Lady, and a great all too. Nay (re- 
plied I) it's nothing at a to the Purpoſe : Indeed ſhe has { 
learnt the Nurſe's Catechiſm, but not the Church's. Why? f 
The Fews know this, and believe it too, and yet are not U 
Chrittians. Come, Madam, leave theſe odd Methods of h 
Inſtruction, and come up to the Grounds of Chriſtianity, te 
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Piant the Principles of Faith and Godlineſs ſo deep, that 5 
neither the Impulſe of Fleſh can ſhake them, nor the bat- 9 
tering Engines of the Devil move them. A bead-roll of c. 
cramp Names may poliſh and refine the Memory, but (t 
what is this to the capital _ Salvation ? P. 
InſtruQion, unleſs arm'd with Example, will prove in- & 
ſignificant. Young Creatures ſooner yield to that, than w 
Rhetorick, and give more Credit to the Eyes, than to w 
Reaſon. If therefore the Mother's Conduct preaches Vice, K 
tao' her Mouth dilates upon the Neceſſity of Vertue, the 9 
Child will ſuppoſe her in Jeſt, and rather ſteer by her Prac- 07 
tice, than her Precept. Wo be to thoſe Mothers, who it 
make Daughters Witneſſes of their Diſorders, and thus WI 6 
immortalize their I ranfgreſſions by recommended them ta 
to their Deſcendants. eee Bl 8 
III. | A * 
Let not Romances come within Reach of a young La- th 
dy: They are the Poiſon of Youth, and murther Souls, ble 
as ſure as Arſenick or Ratsbane kills Bodies. Theit Style, the 
Matter, Language, and Deſign, are pointed againſt the 7 
Defence of Vertue. They ſully the Fancy, over-heat Paſ- 
fion, and awake Folly ; and like lewd Pictures, are the 
worſe for being excellent. They kindle thoſe Flames Kr 
be 


that cannot be extinguiſhed without Trouble, nor aura 
| tain 
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zain'd without a Crime. Nay, like the Fire of Hell, they 
are almoſt eternal, and what is worſe, the very Torment 
pleaſes: And ſo, as Nero did Rome, we behold our ſelves 
in Flames, with Pleaſure and Tranſport. In a Word, 
Madam, a Romance is a bewitching Impoſture, it faſci- 
nates the Imagination with a Fool's Paradiſe ; it commu- 
nicates the Charms to the Intellect, and then hurries the 
Will God knows whither. Like ſweet Morſels, it fawns 
upon the Palate to captivate the Heart, and plays with 
the Organ to cut our Throats : In fine, they give the 


* Paſſion they repreſent, and fo, by an unhappy Inverſion, 
the very Copy produces an Original. | 

re · Alas! When a young Creature reads over-flouriſh'd De- 
1as ſcriptions of enchanted Caſt les, of glorious Carouſels, of 
77 ſumptuous Banquets, of conquering Beauties, and cap- 
Ot tive Knights; what a fine Landskip will they draw in 


of ber Head? How powerfully will they work upon her 
ty. tender Heart? What a Tumult will they raiſe in her 
lat Breaſt? Thoſe Scenes, tho? meerly romantick, ſollicit in 
at. good earneſt; they reinforce Paſſion, and are mighty Re- 
of Wl cruits to Folly; they ſet the Sex into a Fit of Longing: 
ut (for tho' Women were made of Bone, they retain all the 

Pliableneſs of Fleſh.) How often will ſhe envy a Philoclea 
g for having a Pyroclesat her Feet, and how ſeriouſly will 
n- ſhe wiſh herſelf in the Place of Pamelia. Nay, it's odds, 
an when the Fancy is warm'd, and the Imagination charm'd 
to with the advantageous Characters of thoſe Flatonick 
© Knights, the may fall in Love with the bare Product of 
he $:4ney's Brain, and become a real Slave to Fable and Ficti- 
C- on. Or tho? ſhe arrives not to ſuch a Pitch of Frenzy, 
0 WF it's very probable ſhe will attempt ſome Conqueſt, and 
5 ſoread Nets to enſnare a Gallant, that will as fatally en- 
on tangle her. Nor can ſhe fail jof Expedients to delude her 

Guards: The Author that kindles the Paſſion, ſhews the 

Way to carry on the Intrigue, he provides her the Me- 
a- thods and Stratagem, and warrants Succeſs, and ſo a Fa- 
5, ble is turn'd into a real Story: But with this Difference, 
ey that inſtead of a Prince, Madamoiſelle goes off with a 
IC Valet de Chambre. 1 


Lead em not into Company, till a ſtrong Vertue arms 
em againſt the Danger of Temptation, their Senfes mult 
be guarded; and ill Objects be kept at a great Diſtance, 
15 RE. A. 7 Flett 


166 A Supplement to the firſt Part 
Fleſh and Blood have a natural Tendency to Extrava- 
gance, and will ſcarce ſtand unconcern'd, under the Al- 
luatements of Example and Invitation, It's dangerous, ſays 
St. Faſtin, for a Man to admire the very Vertues of a 
Woman; and, I believe, it's not mere ſecure for a Wo- 
man to ſtand the Flattery and Courtſhip of Men. Now 
when both Sexes meet, Gallantry always manages the 
Converfation. Would you thruſt a Child intd a Peſt- 
Houſe without Neceſſity, and without an Amuletio? 
Why then will you lead her to confus'd Meetings? 
In thoſe Rendezvoxs, as well as at Conſtantinople, ſome 


| 

Body always carries the Plagne-Sores, and gives the In- 

fection? | 

| Emil. You are, I perceive, an Enemy to Breeding, will 

you have Ladies as unpoliſh'd as Shepherdeſſes? Where 5 

can wer learn Behavfour but in Converſation and Com- a 
pany * 

__ Madam, you miſtake me, I am not againſt Wl ". 
Breeding, but I am for Vertue. And, I muſt tell you, F 
this will turn to better Account than that: For by Wl © 

Breeding, I ſuppoſe, you mean a Gracefulneſs of Conver- C 
fation, a decent Aſſurance, together with ſome pretty 1 
Poſtures a. la. mode. Theſe Qualifications (I confeſs) as 
are commendable, becauſe they introduce us into Com- © 
pany with Advantage; but then they muſt not be mag- 5 
nified beyond Proportion. I would not have Mothers ſo N 
fantaſtically fond of them, as to place *em among the 
top PerfeQions of the Sex; nor to expoſe a Child's In- an 
nocence for a Brace of Grimaces. For, in fine, they arc G 
eaſily gained, and Ladies, by the Aſſiſtance of yore, th 
may be acceptable without them. And I am apt to the 

lieve, that a native Beauty, without theſe acquired Em- Pr 
belliſhments, if it be waited on by Modeſty, Meekneſs, WM '+ 
and Devotion, will ſooner find a Match, than Beauty BW l 
withour Piety, though ſet off with the moſt ornamental | 
Graces of Education. But why muſt ſhe converſe with WW ©2 
Men for Education? Would you have her paſs through 3 Re 
Courſe of Debauchery ? Or do you think ſhe cannot be lup 
genteel, unleſs ſhe be tainted? Would you have her blaſ- nel 
pheme like a Sea- Captain, or curſe like a Drayman ? De 
grant, ſhe may learn this hellim Diate& of Men, and Be 
may be courted out of all Senſe of Honour and Ptobi- . 


ty. But theſe, I ſuppoſe, are no Female Qualification 
Ge 
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and therefore, till they receive the Stamp of publick Ap- 
probation, pray let tender Virgins forbear ſuch dange- 
tous Haunts. . | 

Lac. Under Favour, this Caution goes too far, you will 
bar Engliſs Ladies the Liberty of the Church, as the 
-Turks do the Afraticks that of the Moſques ; for there is a 
mixt Conflux, and I have ſeen as fine Gentlemen at the 
Sermon, as at a Ball. a 

Euſeb. Really, Madam, I am ſo far from debarring 
Ladies the Freedom of the Church, that I counſel 'em to 
appear oftner there. But then I am for introducing a 
Jewiſh Cuſtom, i. e. for ſeparating the Women from the 
Men, and for drawing a Curtain between em. Thoughts, 
ill {am ſure, would be more recollected, and Piety would 
re go on more evenly. But as things are carried, theſe ve- 
Meetings are not ſecure, and Vertue is expos'd to 
emptations. Bad Deſigns are often laid in this Sanctua- 
at ry, and the Intrigue is compleated in more lewd Places. 
u, For in Truth, People appear before the Lord, not in Sack- 
by cloth, but in Gold and Silver; and one would think they 

came rather to commit new Sins, than to cancel the paſt. 
The Ladies fit on Cock-horſe upon Scaffolds in open View, 
s) WI = if they were at the Theatre, and perch about the 
n- Crowd to be gaz'd at. And as they are ſeated advanta- 


g- eouſly to be ſeen, ſo their Elevation gives them a fair 
ſo rtunity to ſee; and thus the Danger is reciprocal. 
he otwithſtanding it's a Chriſtian's Duty to go to Church, 


n- and this is his Warrant ; and, if we take a little Care, 
God will not let us miſcarry for Obedience, Beſides, 
e, though People bring ill Deſigns, the Majeſty of the Place, 
4 the Solemnity of the Action, or at leaſt the Zeal of the 
n- Wl Preacher may ſlifle em, and keep in Awe and Reſpect 
G, the moſt wild Nature, and ſo they who came Sinners, 
ty ma return Penitent. | | 
al t this concerns not thoſe Meetings where both Sexes 
th convene to dance and ſport. Neither carry Modeſty or 
2 Wl Reſtraint to thoſe Rendezvous! Theſe Vertnes are too 
ſupercilious and cenſorious for the Occaſion; Seriouſ- 
(- nels and Thinking are left at home, or diſmiſt at the 
£1 Door, and Piety never obtains a Ticket, ſo that People 
d come here unguarded, and Vertue without Defence: 
i- Beſides, the Parade, the Gaudry, and Gaiety of the Com: 
5 pany ſollicit hard, and plead for Diſorder. The one be- 
2 M4 witches 
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witches the Eye, the other the Heart: And then Mirth 
emboldens Paſſion, and invites it to Action. Soft Muſick 
doubles the Charm, and wanton Airs reinforce it. They 
diſarm Caution, and enervate- Courage; and then, when 
the Collation has boil'd up the Blood, and put the Hu- 


mours in a Ferment, without Doubt, Vertue is in Dan- 


ger; the Ground is ſlippery, the Tide runs high againſt 
Fleſh and Blood, and will certainly carry down a ten- 
der Virgin, witha young Vertue, into Indecencies. 

Emil. You are, I perceive, for clapping up Ladies into 
Convents like Veſtals; or at leaſt for confining themto 
back Apartments, as in Spain and Tzaly. But Sollitude 
will not agree with our Complexion ; we are of a more 
ſociable Temper : And beſides, Iam of an Opinion, that 
Reſtraint is no ſure Gvard to Vertue. A Woman of 
Piety will keep up to the Duties of Religion in Company, 
but Retirement will ſcarce ſecure the Honour of a Pro- 
ſtitute. The [zalrans and Spaniſh Donna's are not more 
regular than our's; tho' there is much Caution in thoſe 
Kingdoms, there is more Miſcarriage : Nay, I have read 
in Lery, that the Braſilian Ladies, where Manteaus are 
out of Faſhion, live within the Bounds of Honour and 
Decency. : 

Euſeb. God forbid I ſhould think of Cloyſtering up 
Ladies ; thoſe Retreats are faſhionable indeed beyond 
Seas, but they are Heterodox and illegal in England. 
They have been vored down by both Houſeskts uſeleſs 
and ſuperſtitious, and who dares oppoſe his ſingle Opini- 
on againſt the joint Judgment of thoſe grave Senators? 
Liberty is the darling Privilege of Exgliſb men, and the 
Fondneſs reaches the Sex. Keep it in God's Name, but 
ſtrain not the Prerogative, for Liberty in its full Latitude, 
is a greater Nuſance than Slavery; and to be at Freedom 
to do any Thing, is no leſs prejudicial to Society and Man- 
ners, than a Power to do nothing. Vertue conſiſts in a 
Mean, Ladies muſt not be mew'd up like Nuns on the 
one Side, nor mult they wander about like Vagabonds 
on the other. I would not have 'em kept Priſoners in 
their Mother's Houſe, nor yet be Strangers to it. But 
then, like Priſoners of Stare, they ſhould not walk abroad 
without a Keeper, and ſhould be bebarr'd thoſe Haunts 
that may ſurprize their Vigilance, and aſſail their Vertue. 
Madam Dinah would needs give the Ladies of. _ - 
V „ 3 Std | ne 
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Viſit, ſhe had a Curioſity to view their Modes, and to try 


their Breeding; but alas ! ſhe loſt her Honour in the 
Voyage, and return'd with leſs Credit than ſhe went. 


' 

fear our Exgliſp Damſels meet with the ſame Adven- 
. ure, and buy their Breeding by the Forfeiture of their 
oP Innocence: For alas! we have Sichems as well as Canaan, 
} and young Gentlewomen, perchance, not better prepar'd 
L for Defence, than the Daughter of Faces. 

| [ have no Talent at Parallels, nor am able to deter- 
0 mine whether the Spaniſp Donna's Vertue falls ſhort of 
0 that of our Exgl:;þ Ladies. But if they are bad under 
0 Reſtraint, Liberty will never mend them. Opportunity 
e makes the Thief, Temptation preſſes harder, near, than 
t at a Diſtance. It riſes upon Sight, for Senſe is ſtronger 
f than Memory, and Life than Painting. Now thoſe who 
', rack their Wits to find a Temptation, will ſcarce diſ- 
J- pute againſt it, if it falls in theit Way; beſides, free 
e Commerce meets more Occaſions in a Week, than Jrali- 
ſe ans, or Spaniſh, under a Confinement, are able to procure 
id ina Year. | : 

re I can give no Account of the Braſilian Modeſty, nor 
d intend to argue Pro or Con, whether fine Cloaths, or 


none at all, are more dangerous; however, I would not 
10 have young Ladies brought up by the Standard of the 
Id Line. I am not in Love with your Equinoctial Caſui- 
d. ſiry ; nor admire the Topinbeian Modelty half ſo much 
ſs as old Lery. Your Behaviour del Cabo will not reliſh in 


U- ro nor your Adamitical Garments fence. Vertue in 
65 London. Nothing can check Nature but good Principles, 
he and great Caution. Nay, Vertue, tho' ſolid, muſt not be 
ut truſted too far; for if it be preſs'd too Home, "twill 
e, march off, and give us the Slip. | 


Wherefore, to conclude, lead not your Daughters unto 
Balls, without Neceflity or Civility require their Pre- 
ſence, and even ſeldom in thoſe Circumſtances. Such 
Nouriſhment is too ſtrong for weak Stomachs, and I 

ſhall not wonder they loſe their Health, if they feed ſo 
toul, To guard Chaſtity without Spot or Stain, is no 
eaſy Task; it moves upon a ſteep Afcent. Now thoſe 
who talk and laugh can ſcarce (train up a Hill. If Care 
and Pains will hardly do, what will become of thoſe 
that are rock'd in Pleaſure, and lie under all the Inſtructi- 
ons of Debauchery ? But I forbear to enlarge oor 

. 0 2 : , ; : Sw t e 


170 A Supplement to the firſt Part 


the Subject, the Practice won't bear a Defence. When 


the Cauſe is naught, we ſhould not ſtrain for Pretences : 


In a Word, it's certain, ſuch Converſations are dangerous, 


they rouſe bad Humours, they vitiate the Fancy, and pre- 
pare the Will for Rebellion. | 

Emil. Too free Converſation is not without ſome In. 
conveniencies; but then confider that Retirement is not 
_ exempt; for the Fancy will break Incloſure, tho' the Bo- 
dy be coop'd up; nay, and bring into the Chamber all 
the Species of exterior Objects; and, it's odds, ill Ob- 
jects will crowd in with the innocent, and may proba- 
bly meet with a kinder Reception; for they glide ſmooth- 
ly upon the Senſe, and then a Girl not much employed, 
may divert Melancholy with the Proſpect. 

Euſeb. Yow are in the Right, and you prove that the 
moſt ſtrict Recluſe is always within the Reach of Dan- 
ger, but then ſhe ſtands more out of the Way; aud if 
the Copy of unlawful Things make ſuch a deep Impreſſi- 
on, the Original would fink deeper. 

But firſt, I have provided againſt Idleneſs, by counſel- 
ing you to bring your Daughters up in the PraQice of 
thoſe Works that become their Age and Quality; by inu- 
ring them to the Lecture of thoſe Books that feed Devo- 
tion, and delight without Danger. 

Secondly, I only ſpeak againſt the Company of Men; 
they may viſit their own Sex, and paſs away the Time in 
thoſe Recreations, that neither claſh with Decency, nor 
endanger Vertue; and if they grow uneaſy upon ſo ſmall 
a Reſtraint, and fall into Fits of Melancholy, you may 
conclude, the Cauſe of the Diſtemper lurks in the Soul, 
not in the Body, and that the Heart ſhould rather be 
purg'd than the Spleen. Indeed, you ſhould not truſt your 

Child, without good Caution, even with her own Sex, for 
all are not ſtaunch. Some are unballaſt, and too light, 
and if they are infected by Pride or Vanity, if they 
Janguiſh after the fading Pleaſures of the World with Pre- 
judice to Vertue, they may ſcatter the Contagion both by 

ords and Example. 


But let not your Care out · run Prudence. Importune 
not a Daughter at Fifteen with Precepis and Inſtruction, 
you may exceed by Severity, as well as by Indulgence; 


and by forcing her to be too Good, tempt her to * — 


15 
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Allow ſome Grains to Youth, and rather wink at light 
Faults, than chaſtize em. You cannot expect at Twelve 
the Maturity of Forty; nor the Stay*dneſs and Prudence 
at Fifteen, as of a Lady of Fifty. Youth is unfutniſh'd 
with RefleQion, and ſometimes aQs rather by Impulſe 
han Reaſon. Now Time will ſooner heal ſuch Failings 
than Reproof, and Age is a better Doctor for this Di- 
ſemper than Expoſtulation ; for when Correction comes 
often, it loſes its Force, it makes no Impreſſion, and ſome- 
times works the wrong way; . e. it's received with a 
Pet, and perchance with a Raillery too; and thus what 
was intended for a Remedy becomes Poiſon, and rather 
kills than cures. You forfeit your Authority firſt, and 
then the as withdraws her Reſpect and Kindneſs 
to make way for Averſion ; and when this unlucky Paſ- 
ſion ſteps in, what can be expected but Noiſe and Cla- 
mour ? And God ſend it ends there. Young People are 
headſtrong, and oft'ner fellow the Advice of Reſentment 
than of Prudence. A young Lady of my Acquaintance, 
a great Fortune, and handſomly qualified with all the 
Accompliſhments of Art and Nature, flung her ſelfaway 
upon a Man unworthy to be her Page. I expoſtulated 
the Matter with her, and ſnew d her the Unbeſeemingneſs 
of the Fact: She eaſily condeſcended ſo far, as to confeſs 
ſhe had done ill, but laid the Fault at her Mother's Door. 
She tired my Patience (ſaid ſhe) with imperious Repri- 
mands, as if ſhe intended rather to torment than cor- 
tect me. I was either too ga , Or too reſerv'd, and no 
more able to pleaſe her in Solitude than jin Company. 
When I pray d, Bigotry was coming upon me; when I 
red, Madneſs; a Smile was conſtituted Lightneſs ; a 
Frown, ill Nature; fine Cloaths, Vanity; and a common 
Dreſs, Sluttiſhneſs. So, that my Mother play'd either the 
Mom, or the Fury. In fine, Ihung continually upon the 
Rack, and the Torment was too ſenſible to be endur'd 
with Patience. I found no Way to break my Chains, but 
by beating out new ones; and caſt my ſelf away, not to 
languiſh in Slavery. I confeſs the Speech touch'd me no 
leſs than her Misfortune ; and if I compaſſionated the 
Daughter, I deteſted the Condu& of the Mother. Take 


cre, leſt you puſh Severity too far, and miſtake not Fro- 
wardneſs for Correction. I have ſeen the moſt cowardly 
Creatures (when prefs'd) turn upon thoſe that a 
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ſuit of the one, nor the Death of Tempeſt and Quick- 


Hope of Succeſs per ſuades Men to run upon certain Pe- 
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them, and ſometimes vault from a Tower to ſavethem. 
ſelves. Great Preſſures cauſe deſperate Attempts, when 
they meet with a violent Paſſion; and whoſoever ſuppo- 
ſes a Senſe of Duty will always over: rule a ſtrong Reſent- 
ment, is ill acquainted with human Nature. Behave your 
ſelf to your, Daughter, not like a Jaylor, but as a Com- ) 
. panion : Lay downhe Authority of a Miſtreſs, and take 
up all. the Kindneſs of a Mother. When you have a 
Child's Heart, yon may mould her into any Shape; but 
when you have her Averfion, you may undo her by Re- 
proof, but will never my * | 
Vhen you have btonght up a Child in Piety to an Age 
of Matutiiy, nothing remains for the Diſcharge of your 
Duty, but a Settlement fuitable ro her Education and 
Quality. This is a Matter of the higheſt Concern, and 
therefore requires much Caution, and long Deliberation: 
For what can't be undone, muſt not be done without 
Thought and Reflection. Crofs not the lawful Inclina- 
tions of a Child, out of a View of Intereſt, nor tie her to 
a Man for whom ſhe has no other Paſſion but that of 
Averfion. When Marriages are made without Love, 
Love often follows without Marriage : And'thus you 
force her to be miſerable, and tempt her to reſign her 
Vertue and Honour, 1 A t ee 
Here is a ſhort Sum of your Duty, and I could wiſh 
you would ſpend ſome cool Thoughts upon the Subject, 
it's of Importance, and deſerves Reflection. What is here 
laid down, has nothing hard, nothing Bigotry ; it neither 
encroaches upon Quality, nor entrenches upon a decent 
Freedom; and tho? it did, you muſt remember God will W *** 
not give Heaven gratis; it's a Reward, not a free Giff, 
and ſomething mult be done to deſerve it. Glory is not 
purchas'd without Labour, nor Wealth without Pains, M. 
aud yet Death cannot with-hold che Soldier from the Pur- Eu 


ſands deter the Merchant from the Chaſe of the other: 
And yet, what are thoſe, if compared to the Treaſures 
God has prepared for the Godly in Heaven? If then Men 
drudge for Things ſo fading and tranſitory, how can you 
refuſeto labour for thoſe that are eternal? And if a bare 


rils, methinks the infallible Promiſes of our re — 
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ſerve as great a Compliance. Heaven, Madam, is a brave 
purchaſe. What a charming State is it, that places us 
above Pain, and ſeats vs out of the Reach of Death? That 
ſupplies all we can deſire, and removes all we can fear? 
That puts an End to Wiſhes, and a Beginning to the En- 
joym ent of God? e 

Emil. Sir, I thank yon for the Pains you have taken, 
and doubt not but God will reward your Charity. I ſhall 
return wiſer, and, I hope, better. But to compleat the Fa- 
your, be pleas'd to oblige me with your Inſtructions in 
hen + Memory is treacherous, and we often forget 
thoſe Things that ſhould always be remembred : Beſides, 

the Benefit is too important to be confined to a private 
© Wl Perfon. My Diſeaſe is Epidemical, and you will find 
dee Ladies in Court untainted: Pray let the Remedy be 
4 Wl Poblick. I will ſend it to the Preſs with your Leave, and 
preſent it to our Sex, with a Dedication. 


- Euſeb. You may command me, I will leave the Papers 
. n your Diſpoſal, upon Condition you conceal my Name, 
0 for [have no Inclination to new Engagements. Some may 


of complain the Phyſick is too ftrong, and then the Doctor 
is in Danger to be greeted with the Title of Ignoramus, or 


Monntebank. * Now ſuch a Sentence pronounc'd by one 
er Lady, will certainly prejudice my Practice, and ruin my 


Fortune: For a Phyſician's skill riſes and falls by the 
A Opinion of Ladies. Emilia and Lucia after ſome Com- 
g. iments took leave of Euſebius, and drove home. They 

ere as calm as a Spring Morning, and of Enemies be- 
came Exſebins's Admirers. 8 


77 ͥͤ ³¹: 8 
ot PPP 
ur- Euſebius iſtructs Leander in the Daty of 4 Soldier. 


* W HEN the Ladies were gone, Euſebius ſate do wn to 
tes Dinner with Neander, and invited him to ſpend 
len ſome Part of the Evening in the Park. We have been 
ou (aid he, with a Smile) upon hard Service this Morning, 
ire I bave almoſt talk'd my ſelf down ; let us breath a little 
be- ch Air in the Park, and reinforce our Spirits, methinks 
mine begin to droop, and call for Relaxation. 


Nean, 
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Neas. I'll wait upon you. Age and Labour work up- 
on the Body; I wonder not} your Spirits run low, Di. 
courſe, with Life and Vigour, drainsthe Arteries: How. 
ever, you are not exhauſted, and, I believe, you haye 
ſbfficient Fund of Vitals behind, to furniſh another Con- 
yerſation. Zeal buoys up Nature, and irs the De. 
cays of Age. And now they were taking Coach, when 
in comes a Gentleman call'd Leander. I his was he who 
undertook the Combat againſt Ezſeb:zs, and was depu- 
ted by the Club of Debauchees to ask Satisfaction. He 
was a Man of Quality and Title; he bore a conſidera - 
ble Command in the Army, and made no contemptible 
Figure at Court. He had a Senſe of Religion, but his 
Morals anſwered not the Purity of his Faith. However, 
his youthful Sallies {pruvg rather from Frailty than 
Malice, and he was carried down the Stream of Sen- 
ſuality, rather by the Perſwaſion of ill Company, than 
by the Inclination of Nature. When he had rioted WM .. 
away his Innocence, he till kept good Principles, and  ** 
could not applaud thoſe Crimes he had the Weakneſs to | 
commit. Nay, his Conſcience never permitted him to fin on 
without a Reproach: So, that he was ſure to pay dearly MW ** 
in his Chamber for the Liberties he took in the Tavern. 00 
He always finn'd with a Check,fand one might read Con- 80 
cern in his Forehead, and Gulit in his Face. Eleutberiu. 
would needs play the Exorciſt, and lay the Devil of 
Conſcience, as he term'd it. Come Leandor (ſaid he) Ml " 
caſt off theſe Qualms, and leave puking, we live by Mea: e 
and Drink (as they ſay) and Fleſh and Blood will never F 
thrive upon Scheol Subileties and Notions, When thou canſt of 
bring all Mey to be of ane Mind, all Judgments to meet 
= the ſame Point, and all Conſciences to . Ce, fl, 0 
then thou mayſt begin to think of Futurities: But till this — 
be done, lay hold of the preſent, and turn Canſcience * oft 
the Ti keep it low, and it will leave wincing. J his 
Flight of Libertiniſm grated upon Leander's Hearing, 
be could not bear the Impiety without a Bluſh, and tho 
be ſmother'd the Reſentment, his ern was no leſs. 
For Shame always accompanied his Tranſgreſſions, and 
he could not endure to hear People defend one Crime 
with another, or authorize Tranigreſſions by ridiculing 


# 
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But the laſt Night's Expedition quite turn'd his Sto- 
mach ; he could by no means digeſt ſuch a Meſs of Cur- 
ſes, and thoſe Vollies of Blaſphemies rung ſo diſmal a 
Peal in his Ears, that he thought himſelf in Hell among 
the wretched Crew of the damn'd, and from this Mo- 
ment he reſolv'd to take up, and to bid farewel to thoſe 
uulawful Pleaſures, that firſt lead to Atheiſm, and then 
plunge the Sinner into eternal Torments. He had heard 
of Eching and concluded him to be a Man of Merit 
and Piety, becauſe Eleutherius lampoon'd him. For what 
(faid he) can ſuch finiſh'd Rakes applaud but Vice, or 
buffoon but Vertue? When therefore the Cabal deter- 


offered his Perſon for the Encounter : But his Intention 
was, not to argue, but to learn; to receive Inſtruction, 
not to hector. E -3 

At his Arrival, he inform'd Euſebius of his Errand, he 
declat d his Name, Quality, Circumſtance, and Reſolu- 
non. 3 

Euſebius declin'd the Task as muchas Civility would 
permit : He told him he was better provided to receive, 
than to give Inſtruction; but Leander preſs'd upon him 
too hard to receive a Denial. At laſt, Importunity over- 
came the old Gentleman, and he began thus. You are a 
Soldier, and a Courtier, ſo that your Buſineſs lies in the 
Field, or St. Fames's : In Summer, you lodge under a Tent, 
in Winter, at Court: We will firſt cat you out Employ- 
ment for the Campaign. 9 


Euſeb. Courage is the Diana of Soldiers, it's a Kind 
of Camp Divinity, and all, from the General to the pri- 
vate Centinel, pay it Homage, and almoit Adoration : It's 
therefore your Intereſt not to be led away by Notions 
1 fuſn'd by Error, and fram'd by Caprice. Remember 
* one Vertue is never at Variance with another, they live 
ns. in Amity, and entertain a good Correſpondence : But 
vou may as ſoon (trike Fire out of Ice, as Valour out of 

Crimes. Sin alone arms Death with Terror, Innocence 
dares provoke it; and even chargethro? Hell: For Death 
can only take from pions Chriſtians a Life they mult 
ſurrender to Nature; its Power only reaches the Body, 


Vertue; 


min'd to attack Euſebius, he embraced the Occaſion, and 


and its Dominion expires with our Jaſt Breath. If you 
But i nbition the Repute of a valiant Min, make ſure of 
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on his Face. 


and at every Step (tumble upon foreign Dangers, never ¶ vel 
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Vertue; put no Streſs on a fiery Conſtitution, that riſes 
and falls with the Barometer, a Courage that depends on 
Seaſons, is precarious, and can be no more truſted than 
the Winds; it offaer flows in the Tavern than in the 
Field, and looks more ſternly. on an Enemy's Back, than 


, 8 BE. 

Provide, Leander, for the Chriſtian : If you milſcarry 
under this Character, that of the Soldier will ſcarce 
reſcue you : The Colonel will be uneaſy if the Chriſtian 
be damn'd, nor will all the Bravo's of his Regiment re- 
trieve his Misfortune; ſtand therefore on your own 
Guard, and be as ready to meet Death, as to encounter 
the Enemy. Death, dear Sir, makes its Approaches by WM t 
Surprize, and attacks by Mine and Stratagem, it works 


out of Sight, and often aſſaults without Signal: I mult WI Li 


tell you too, it hates Capitulation, it takes in the van- Wl A 


quiſh'd at Diſcretion, and will not hear of a Cartel: Pt 


Nay, it diſtinguiſhes not the General from a common WM thi 
Trooper, and has no Regard to Dignity or Commiſſion, Wl 50 
So that neither the Date nor the Marſbal will be per- My 


mitted to trip back to London, or Paris, upon their Pa. Wl :( 


role. When once Death has arreſted you, nothing re- rio 
mains but Hell or Heaven, and both eternal. This Un- NY 


certainty of Death, made our Saviour ſo often preacl'M thi 


Care and Caution. He bids us ſtand continually upon Wl Ch 


our Guard, and counſels us as a Friend, to prepare a- Wl tr: 


gainſt an Enemy, ſo audacious, and at the ſame Time fo Mi 
undermining. And certainly, if this Advice be ſeaſona- Wl fac 


ble for all Mankind, it muſt be very proper for Soldi- Wl Cr 


ers, for they not only run the common Hazards of Men, inf 
but alſo thoſe that wait upon their Profeſſion. They car- n 
ry about them the Principles of a thouſand Diſtempers, W rag 


foreſeen, and ſeldom avoided. Sometimes you beat up 


the Enemy's Quarters, ſometimes he returns to the vol 
Charge. If you give him a Camiſede, he comes upon lan 


you with a Keve:/ Matin: Yet whether you aſſail, ot arc WW un 
aſſailed, you are equally within the Reach of Danger, Wl tia 
and nothing but Hazard can protect you: For whoever 
comes in the Way of Bombs and Bullets leaves Security WL 
behind him. Keep therefore your ſelf clear of Sin, you this 


will fight with a good Heart, if a good Gonſalenee — the 
| bo 
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riſes WY lows you to the Engagement, and will either come off a | 
on Conquerour, or fall a Hero. But if Crimes draw upon the 1 
han Soul, whilſt Muskets and Artillery play upon the Body, | 
the WY Fortitude will not long ſtand by you: Courage without a | 1 
than good Conſcience trembles at Hell, and leaves a Man diſ- 1 


ririted when he moſt needs Support. For who will charge 
m Enemy through Smoak and Fire, that fears the next 
Moment to plunge into everlaſting Sulphur? If therefore 


Arr F 

— jou have a mind to fight well, reſolve to live well, and i 

tian T vhilſt you have Time, think of a Proviſion beyond the | 1 

ke- Grave. I F 

II III. 5 | | f 
nter W Live not in the Camp like a Spabi 88 at the Or- = 
ö by WY m Port, meerly för Intereſt, or Glory. Such Pagan Il 
orks Motives are below the Dignity of a Chriſtian Cavalier. | j 
nut Wl Level your Pretenſions above ſuch baſe Views, and make 1 
van - Advantage of Labour and Merit. Can't you ſerve your 3 
tel : Wl Ptince, benefit your Country, oblige Poſterity, deſerve | jb 
non te Applauſe of Men, and a Reward in Heaven? Can 1 
ion. jou not be as brave out of a Senſe of Duty, as of Vani- he 
per- ij or Intereſt? Will your Pay be leſs, becauſe you expect 1 | 
Pa- WM : Gratification hereafter? Will your Actions be leſs glo- \ N 


te- rious, becauſe they receive a Luſtre from Vertue? Raiſe 

Un- W then your Ambition to this noble Height; ſtrike at 

ach Wl this charming Mark, it's worth the while, and fits the 

pon Character of a Chriſtian. But it's a Madneſs beyond 

e a- Frenzy to drudge like Slaves in the Quarries, or Metal 

e ſo Mines, or eſpouſe continual Dangers, to reſign the Satiſ- 

na- factions of Life, for Noiſe and Ceremony, for a few 

di- Crowns, or a Place in the Gazezze, or an airy Huzza of 

len, ¶ infignificant Mortals, who praiſe by Chance, and blame“ 

car- Wit Random; who ſide with Temerity againſt true Cou- - 

ers, nge, and always pronounce in Favour of ſucceſsful Raſh- 

ever WI "eſs againſt unfortunate Prudence and Bravery. | 

t uv WM Notwithitanding this bewitching Phantom faſcinates 

the Soldiers; it heats their Brain, and anvils out a thou- ; 

pon WW land Contrivances. Neither Rhetorick is able to ha- 

are W'angue 'em, nor Logick to reaſon 'em out of this unchri- 

ger, Wi tian Humour: It's the leaſt reaſonable, and moſt chil- 

ver 8 ſh of all our Follies. To court Death in earneſt, for \F 

ric) Life purely in fancy, to fling up all the Advantages of ll 

you Wis World, and run headlong upon all the Terrors of 4 

fol: ¶ tie other for a Panegyrick, is to bottom our Summum bo- | 

WS 4 | N | num , 
| 
| 
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uvm on Opinion, and to be happy at others Courteſy. 
Applauſe is a very indigent, or a very ill-natur'd thing; 


it leaves us where it finds us, and cannot, or will pot 
retrieve the molt inſignificant Misfortune. Pray in what 
King's Reign did it fill an empty Pocket? When did it 
ſet a disjointed Eitate? When did it command a difvr- 
der'd Pulſe to beat even? Or recal a Man from his 
Grave? Alas! the Expectation of this Life at ſecond 
Hand can only draw fine Landskips in the Imagination, 
and crown the Brain with diverting Thoughts. Now a 
moderate Doſe of Opium will do the Buſineſs with lefs 


hazard than a Stab, and at leſs expence than the Forfei- 


ture of Life and Limb. | 
You intend not, I ſuppoſe, to carry Bravery beyond 
that of the Duke of Laxembnrgh, nor diſpute Conduct 
with matchleſs Turenne: No, believe me, Sir, you will 
fall ſhort a Bars length ar leaſt of the firſt, and will 
ſcarce come within Cannon ſhot of the ſecond; and yet 
theſe mighty Heroes ſleep in their Graves. The admir'd 


Panegyrick of de la Rue could not awake the Dule, not 
the ſwimming Periods of Hlecbier revive the Viſcount. 


T heir brave Actions that filPd the Gazerzes of the laſt 
Age, may perchance appear in the Theatre towards the 
end of this, and if it pleaſe the Poet not for Triumph, 


but Condemnation, But alas! the Dead are not great- 


er for the Elteem of the Living, nor leſs for their Cen- 
ſure, If a vertuous Motive animated the Enterprizes of 
theſe famous Generali, they have received a Reward; if 
a vitious one, they feel the Puniſhment. Fight therefore 
in a good Cauſe, with a clear Conſcience, and a holy 
Motive, like a Chriſtian, not like a Mamulule, or Pagan: 
Provide for your Soul, and Gad will provide for your 
Honour; if your Name be forgot in the Annals of Time, 
it will make a noble Figure in thoſe of Eternity. Thoſe 
invincidle Squadrons of Martyrs, who in the Eye of the 
World lived in Contempt, and died in Diſhonour, who 
were laſt'd like Slaves, and executed as Criminals, are 
crown'd with immortal Glory in Heaven, and their very 
Memory breathes Perfumes on Earth, whilſt their Perſecu- 
tors groan iu Flame; and God ſeems to have convey'd 
down their Names to Folterity @nly tor their Puniſhment, 
and our Inſtruction. Dig ont 101 (4 
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Lean. You adviſe me to ſtand for a good Cauſe: Is it - 
the Subject's Buſineſs to enter into the Secrets of the Ca- 
biget, to examine the Reſults of the Privy-Counſel, and 
to ſer up a ſingle Opinion againſt a Royal Declaration? 
With Submiſſion, I al ways thought it the Duty of Sub- 
jects to obey, not to diſpute with Superiors; they mult 
be ſuppos'd to command what is juſt, till their Injuncti- 
ons appear evidently unjuſt. For in doxbtiful Caſes Pre- 
ſumption ſtands for the Government; and this deference 
we indiſpenſably owe to Authority, otherwiſe I ſee not 
how the chief Magiſtrate can maintain Peace and Tran- 
quility. 1 confels, it's my Opiuion, and has always been 
my Practice. : 

Euſeb. Had all Men kept up to your Principles, leſs 
Blood had run from Exgliſß Veins the laſt Age, and leſs 
Coin from their Purſes. But when Prince's Prerogatives 
yet are clip'd, theit Orders queſtion'd by the Multitude, when 
io Jack and Tum ere Trivunals of Right and Hrong in e- 

very Tavern, and an Amſterdam Coffee-bouſe Club uſurps 


"ag the Power of reviewing the Procla:nations of M Bite- Hall, 
af what can be expected but T'umult and DelſtruQion ? 
When therefore the Government declares War, a Sub- 


he ject mult ſuppoſe it Lawful, unleſs he can oppale [tri 


bn vidence, and he may fight with a ſafe Conſcience un- 
the der his lawful Prince's Standard in this Conjuncture. 
of But this is not the preſent Caſe; I hinted at a Practice 
if unjuſt in my Opinion, though ordinary. Young Gen- 
10 themen without Employment at home, try Concluſious 
ly abroad: They purſue Commiſſions in Holland, France, 
his and Germany, and fell their Service (as Jockies do Hor- 
bs ſes) to him that bids moſt, their Swords wars hor 
9 Right from Intereſt, they ſtand not upon the Niceties of 1 | 
G6 Caſuiltry, nor trouble themſelves with the Notions of 1 
ie Juſtice, their Buſineſs is to ſecure Money without. for- 4 
* maliz ing upon the Means, and ſuppoſe their Caufe good, F 
e ff their Commiſſion be creditable, and lucrative. © | 
y Lean. Permit me, Sir, to interpoſe; methinks_you 1 
. bind up unprovided Gentlemen to hard Circumſtances, 
4 and ſcrew up the Morals of the Goſpel ſome Points too | 
high. Suppoſe I plead hard for a Regiment under 122 
the Fifth, but falling ſhort of my Expectation, I addrels 
my ſelf to Charles the Third, and obtain a Commiſſion ; = 
„ is this Conduct ſinful? 
N 2 Euſeb. | 
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Euſeb. Had you been pleas'd to have ſuffer'd me to 
proceed, you had receiv'd an Anſwer to this Quere. | 
therefore explain my Mind thus. An Exgliſpman has no 
dependance on foreign States, and therefore cannot enter 
into their Quarrels at random, he muſt be convinc'd, 
before he draws his Sword, the Party's Right ſtands up- | 
on fair Reaſons, and plauſible Grounds; for an Officer 
thus in Commiſſion is a kind of Lawyer, with this only 
Difterence, that the one pleads his Client's Cauſe at the 
Bar, the other in the Field ; the one with his Tongue, the 
other with his Sword; and as no Lawyer can undertake 
the Defence of a Cauſe deſtitute of Proofs, that found a 
rational Probability; ſo no Gentleman can enter into an 
extern Service without a previous Information of the ju- 
ſtice of the Quarrel he engages to defend. Now, tho 
it be certain, that if Philip has Right to the 33 Mo- 
marchy, Charles has none; and that if this Prince has, 
Philip is an Uſurper, (for two can have no Right at the 
ſame Time to the ſame Thing) yet becauſe Juriſtt ate di- 
vided upon the Queſtion, and both ſupport their Title by 
probabte Arguments, a Stranger may fide with either, 
but then he cannot ſheer off from one to the other. For 
then he is ſure to eſpouſe the #roxg againſt the Right, be- 
cauſe Juſtice ſtands not for both. I cantion'd you againſt 
this Game of Faſt and Looſe, Under-Officers often play 
at. It's neither Genteel nor Chriſtian, chooſe your Side, in 4 
God's Name, but then let not a fairer Proſpect of Advan- be 
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tage draw you over to the Enemy. Indeed this ſhifting MI * 


of Colours is rather the Practice of Soldiers than Com- 
manders. But thefe ſometimes are guilty, and as the Ml © 


Crime is leſs pardonable. 
Tea, | take your Meaning. A Subject muſt ſtand 4 
up for the Defence of his lawful Prince and Country, fo 
againſt the Attempt of a 2 Enemy, without en- 


tring upon a Diſquiſition of the Juſtice of the War. But Ml © 
whoever enters into the Service of a foreign State, actu- 4 
Ally engaged in War, muſt be perſwaded upon rational þ 
 *Grounds the War is juſt. And when he has ſtruck in 5 
with one Side, he cannot retreat to the other during 6 
the ſame War, unleſs he receives new. 0 
Euſeb. You comprehend m. 
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Lean. I am of your Opinion, and ſubſcribe to your 
0 Reaſon ; for by ſo doing, we run headlong into a fa- 

tal 1 upholding Mrong againſt Right. For 
though the Titles of both the Pretendants may carry a 
: fair Qurſide, yet it's certain, at the Bottom, one is de- 
fective. Pray now go . N ky | 


y Euſeb. Wage not War like Canibals or Tartars, Com- 
miſſion reaches the Guilty, but gives no Power over the 
* Innocent, Soldiers may come within the Statute of Mur- 
. der, as well as Pads on the High-way, and may be as 


in guilty of Thefts as Eve-droppers, or Cat-purſes. Thou 
* ſhalt not murder, tbou ſhalt not ſteal, are comprehenſive 
0 Precepts, they take in the Camp as well as the City, and 
* are no leſs binding in the Field, than in Winter-Quar- 
* ters, Keep therefore your Men up to Order and Diſ- 
de WI cipline, and as you reward their Valour, ſo puniſh their 
* Crimes. Look upon Maradares as a Nuſance to the 
by Camp, as a Shame to the Profeſſion, and a Plague to 
8 Mank ind. They mult not be countenanc'd as Soldiers, 
5 but executed as Felons. They ſhould receive no better 
de Quarter from their Officers, than they give the Peaſants, 
nft nor find more Mercy, when taken, than they ſhew when 
ay they rifle Villages. I ho hinders not a Crime (ſays Sene- 
in ca) commits it. The Rapes and Violences of a Soldier 
n. WW '<bound on the indulging Commanders, and by Conni- 
ing vance they adopt them. | 
he The great Bel:ſarizs has left Generals a noble Model, 
the and points out a ſhort, but ſure Way to Victory, Know, 
er Ml Companions, (ſaid he) I am come to fight, not ſo much 

with Weapons of Steel, at with the Arms of Fuſtice and 

Religion : Withont theſe, how can we expedt Victory, or hope 
ry, jor Succeſs ? My Camp ſhall not be polluted with Rapine, 


en. vr your Swords with Craelty. Without Fuſtice, 17 
But N vealt, and a wicked Hero will turn his Back to ns 


+1. (ward. This ſhort Harangue aw'd the Soldiers 
nal Wl ffighted him into-Reſpett and Modeſty. Nay, it raiſgh 
in de General ſo high in the Eſteem of all the Italians, : 

it's hard to determine, whether they admired more his" 
Conduct and Rey, itripline. The very 
Clowns love eee Brethren, and al- 
moſt ador'd th | 


ETelar Divinity. Never 
10. Man undertook RRTngs with a leſs J, nor 
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came off with more Glory. With ſcarce twelve thouſand 


Soldiers he clcar'd Africa of Tyrants, and Italy almoſt 


of the Geths; he not only tt took Rome, but ſubdued Vi. 
tiges at the Head of à hundred thouſand Men, and led 
him Captive to Conſtantinople. Thus we ſee Succeſs 
oſt'ner follows Order and Diſcipline, than Numbers, 
and that Vertue, with a ſmall Retinue, r r Vice 
with a greater. 

Leew, I confeſs it were to be wild that our Generals 
had more Authority, and the Solgiers better Dilcipline. 
But alas! theſe Qualities are out of Faſhion, and Obe- 
dience that once made the Glory of Soldiers, is now 
become their Shamc yt 

Euſeb. If you ate unable to bridie the Militia's Inſo- 
lence, quit your Poſt, it's better to reſign vout Commiſſi- 
on than your Innocence, and more ate to lay down 
your Command, than to forfeit your Soul. He is unfit 
ſor Rule, that cannot command Obedience. 

have ſeen Armies licentious beyond Meaſure, and in- 
ſolent to Exceſs, one would have thought Attila with his 
Hunt was once more return'd to plague Chriftexdom: 
Terror marct's betore the Camp, Deſolation accompa- 
ny'd it, and a thauſand Imprecatious of undone Peaſants 
follow'd i it. Mahomet could not have ated more bloody 
Tragedies in Exrope: Nor the moſt irritated Chriſtian 
Prince in . They ſtorm'd more Purſes than Towns, 
and whecl'd off from Counterſcarps, to aſſault Hen- 
Rouſts and Sheep-cotes. They ſeem'd to take the Field, 
nat to fight, but to plunder, and whilſt the lawleſs. Sol- 
diers ſcatter'd: Ruin with Fire and Sword, the Generals 
ſpread Deſolation with Safeguards: So that the Protec 
on of theſe, was more expenſive than the Avarice of thoſe, 
2 x indneſs was no ſeſi cruel than Fury. The Diſorder 

ient, though the Cauſe ot it was diſputed; ſome 
a rraig e Weakneſs, others the Avarice of the Offi- 
cer ome the Inſolence of the Soldiers. But whillt 


4 7 [2 yery one complain'd, the Miſchief tun on without Li- 


=, aud only. then a Remedy was applied, when the 
Neaſe was paſt Cure, , Eben — Country could loſe 


* no more, nor the Ars And yet theſe 
fine Pranks were play Allies. But 
it. Friendſhip be fo char th the Pur- 


enn and | had racer lay rey of a Foc, 
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than to give it to the Avarice of a Friend; for I believe 

ne is no richer that is beggar'd by his Protector, than he 
that is roin'd by his Enemy. And, methinks, to be hugg'd, 
or piltol'd to Death, is an equal Misfortnne. You know, 
Sir, how many {/rae/ttes fell for the Sacrilege of one Man, 
ls and nothing could appeaſe God's Anger, but the Execu- 
8, tion of the Offender. How many Arrnies have melted a- 
ce way into nothing for the ſame Cauſe? Mortality ſwept 
away whole Companies without Remedy, and buried 

ls Regiments without Honour. Though Soldiers and Offi- 
e. cers ſmile at theſe Exorbitances, they will hereafter 
e· change their Mirth into a more doleful Key, unleſs they 
1 deteſt with Horror thoſe Injuſtices, they now applaud 
with Infolence. You muſt never draw your Sword but 

.o defend Juſtice, and a Generals commanding Staff, like 
fi- the Club of Hercules, muſt always be heaved up to quell 
WS e TO W927 F770 W 
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Tho? a Soldier's Life be honourable, yet we muſl grant, J 
n- chat of all Profeffions it's the moſt miſerable. The Prero- 18 


ws gative of a private Centinel above a Slave lies only in the 

1 Name, and the Advantage, if any, ſtands for the Gallerian: 

a- Fot the Soldier is tied to continual Doty, and, like a Va- 

's 8 gabond, is without Houſe, and often without Cover. He 

07 Wl 's unprovided of Neceffaries to ſupply his Wants, and of 

an WF Patience to ſupport em without Murmur. Vet he aban- 

IS, dons his Friends, bid his Country fatewel, to range a- 

n. bout the World (like the wild Tartars in Tents) he 

d, Wl throws himſe!f upon Poverty, under a foreign Climate, 

ud affronts Death for a Groat a Day. What an incon- 

hderable Sallery is here for a Toil fo flaviſh, crowded 

ti WY with ſuch a muftſtude of Dangers, and ſo far removed | 

ſe, from the very Hope of Preferment ? Yer ſome Officers, 

er in ſpight of Laws, both Human and Div ine, divide thi No- 

nc ching, and fo ſtarve the Soldier to feed their n 
Debauchery. They live high at other's Expeſſee, and 

It carry on the Camp Diverſion (Gamitig) by Extortion, ua. 

al This Pandora's Box pours out a hundred Plagues upon 983 A 


de Army, for the Soldier muſt live; if therefore the Cap LA 
le tan purloins the Pay, and de to retrieve an un- 
E r Mouth, muſt he 
Wagen Me Country, 7. e. give 
"AL LO n, and upon his Honour 


Zan 
— 


jw — r 7—r»h97 r ¼y⁰—! . ⁵ . —0—Ä ! 7” 


. Why don't the Soldiers complain? They are I Tor 


184 A Supplement to tbe firſt Part 


promiſe Impumty? I once took the Liberty to check's 
Captain for a Conduct ſo unchriſtian, and unnatural. 
Faith, Sir, (ſaid he) the Cards run unkindly the other 
Day, my G=ineas deſerted to the Enemy, and | mutt te- 
cruit. This is the only Way, and Cuſtom has prevailed, 
So have (anſwer'd I) a great many ill Things beſides. 
The higheſt Extravagances can plead a Preſident, and if 
this ſufficed to authorize an AQtion, Whores and Rophes 
would have a fine Time, and theſe ſcandalous Profeſſi- 
ons would become not only reputable, but innocent, 
Bat, Sir, Cuſtom, without Reaſon, is no better than' Vice 
triumphant. : 
Beides, it cheriſhes Deſertions, and ſo injures the Prince 
as well as the Subject. Who will drudge meerly for Ba - 
ſtinado's and Beggary ? This is uneaſy, and thoſe are nei- 
ther creditable nor pleaſing. Nay, Pain and Miſery are 
inſupportable, ten corrected by ſome ſweet'ning [ngre- 
dients, like Pills, they muſt be gilt to go down: For, be- 
lieve me, Pain with Soldiers over-rules Duty, and Senſe 
of Indigence works ſtronger than that of Honour; their 
Reaſon is in the Oar, unpoliſh'd, and almoſt unfit for Ser- 
vice. Diſcourſe and RefleQion run very low withthem, 
and Conſcience lower, What then can keep theſe poor 
Wretches to their Colours, if their Subſiſtance be with- 
drawn? Nothing in Hand, with nothing in Reverſion is 
ggary for Life. Such a State is miſerable beyond Pa- 
rallel, it's a kind of Damnation that diſcards a Man not 
only of all Comfort, but even of Hope and ExpeQation, 
that buoy up the Spirits of Slaves. Their Fortune being b 
ſo low, they know it cannot fink lower, and then it's na. 
tural by ſhitting Sides to endeavour to be better, and 
thus we ſee Regiments grow thin without Battle, with - Aff 
out Diſeaſes, and Companies broken by meer Deſerti- WM der 
on. Severity will never heal this Evil. Deſpair forces 
People upon ſtrange Courſes. He who receives daily Re 
UnkinMef from his Officer, and Injuſtice too, will ta- May 
ther for once venture the Gallows, than continually groan 
Sander the Tyranny. 8 
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* * ir -born Subjects, and ade: of the Law. foug 
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vp for Mutiny, and thus, at the ſame Time, he forfeits his 
pay, and lays his Life at the Mercy of a Court-Mar- 


ral, This Camp-Juſtice is ill-natur'd and quick too; 


a Man is ſent into the other World in a Moment, not for 
his own, but other's Crimes. Good God! 'to take a 


Man's Purſe, and then to bar him the Liberty to com- 


plain; to ſtretch him on the Rack, and then to torment 


bim becauſe he groans, has more of the Tyrant than of 


the judge, and ſavours more of the Officer's' Preroga- 
tive, than of the Liberty and Property of the Soldiers. 
It's the Duty of the high Officers to look into the Com- 
portment of the lower; to [top theſe Grievances by Pu- 
niſhment or Caſheering; if they wink at ſuch Offenders, 
God will not connive at their criminal Indulgence. Lew:s 
the Fourteenth,in my Preſence, did an Action worthy of his 
Greatneſs: Two Soldiers were led to Execution, as he 
enter'd into the Town; the poor Wretches cry'd out 
Mercy, and the King ſtop'd ; he enquired the Cauſe of 
their Puniſhment, and when he was told they had left 
their Colours, turning to the Priſoners, Friends (faid 
he) what moy'd you to leave my Service, were you paid? 
They replied, no: He ſent for the Officers upon the Spot, 
examin'd the Accuſation, and finding them guilty, he 
tore their Commiſſions, broke their Swords, and pardon'd 
the Priſoners. This Piece of Juſtice ſhould ſtand upon 
Record for a Preſident, and for an Example to Generals, 
and for a Terror to under Officers, and were it ſometimes 
practis' d, I believe Deſertion might be leſs frequent, and 
by conſequence Camp-Executions. 


VI. ; 8 


Treat your Soldiers like Men, with Civility, not like 
Aſſes, with Clubs; Cruelty may break Bones, but will 
never heal Faults. I have ſeen the Cane raiſe Indignati- 
on often, but never Sorrow; it fetches out thoughts of 
Revenge, but inſtills no purpoſe of Amendment. People 
may be perſwaded by Reaſon, not beaten by Blews out 
of their Errors. I was acquainted with a Captain; he 
was a Man of PunQilio, and Ceremony, better at his 
Tongue than at his Weapon; he ſwore better than he 


fought, and was more famous for caning his Company, 


than for ſtorming Half-moons. This young Huff com- 
manded a Serjeantito pay him Reſpect, and follow'd the 
Command with this quaint Nodomontade, B. G. if you 71 
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Dll make a Dezilof on. But under his Worthip's Favour, 


his Power anſwer'd not his Will, in ſpight of Menace, Wh 
the Serjeant remain'd a Man, and a Chriſtian, whit e 
my young Commander put on the Fiend; he was in. Wl th 
deed nnfurniſh'd of Horns and cloven Feet, but under WM nc 
the Shape of a Man he poſſeſs'd all the Malice of Satay, in. 
He affected Reſpect, and by exacting it with Haughti. te 
neſs, and Empire, he tell into Contempt; for the Com. Su 
pany huzzu'd the Expreſſion, and burleſqu'd my Gentle. | 
man by turning it to Ridicule. Nay, the Drollery went vo 
ſo tar, that the Spark was forc'd to throw up his Com- Wl nc 
miſſion : And thus, inſtead of metamorphoting the other Wl du 


into a Devil, he made a Fool of himſelf. David; with his ¶ fc 
Harp, cured San, and play'd down the evil Genius that (die 
haunted him; dut certainly Curſes and Imprecations MW mi 
have not that healing Quality. A Man may fwear him- not 
ſelf into Hell, but he'll ſcarce blaſpheme another into his ¶ but 
Dury; this horrid Cuſtom mult be baniſh'd without Re- No 
ſerve, without Limitation; it's too foul to beſcreen'd by IM this 
any Pretext of Atiront or Inſolence; it grates upon hear- ¶ cob 
ing; it's diſhonourable to our Almighty Creator, and bis 
dangerous in Example. Can't an Officer tight himſelf I Hal 
without affronting God? Can't he exact Obedience, MW wh: 

without diſobeying the Laws of Heaven? Or has he 4 
Mind to correct a Soldier*sOffence at the Expence of his MW I 
own-Inuocence, and to purchaſe Reſpect at the price of I Mei 
Damnation? | RE on Ta nel 
- F here are other Means to let People know their Di- nov! 
ſtance, without being ill- natur'd, or impious: Put on a ¶ haſſi 
handſome Behaviour, let the Soldier have his due, hear betu 
his Grievances with Patience, and redreſs *tm with Expe- MW g 
dition. When he offends, uſe Reproof oft'ner than the Cane, sr 
and correct not one Fault by committing another. Let not I ſoor 
damn'd Dig, Devil, or Son of a hore, pals your Lips, W men 
the Dialed is unbeſeeming a Gentleman, and below a {£3 Ci 
Chriſtian. Tho' there be a Difference between a private I Poo! 
Centinel and an Officer, yet ſuch Language magnities the I fed 
Inequality beyond Proportion, they are of the ſame Spe- late 
eies und inherit equally the common Prerogatives of the I feite: 
Kind; they have the fame Relation to Gad, to Reaſon, Give 
and immortality. The Centinel has five Senſes, the Ge- 
neral has no more; and if the private Soldier be ver- 
tuous, and the Officer vitious, the hole Advantage lies 
8 3 On 
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on his Side. Indeed-one has a Commiſſion, but this is 


otten the Effect of Chance or Money, not of Merit; and 
though it may ſer you upon the higher Ground, it adds 
nothing to your real Worth. The equality therefore be- 
ing ſo even, let not the treatment be diſproportion'd; 
refle&t you ſpeak to Men, not to Beaſts; to free- born 
dubjects, not to Slaves. 

Be generous and free, give not too much to Familiarity, 
por ſtand off in Reſerve. Be couragious in the Field, 
modetate in Converſation, and if you model your Con- 
duct by theſe. Rules, Men will eſteem your Parts, and re- 
ſpect your Perſon; but if you intend to baſtinado Sol- 
tiers into Reſpect, or to hector *em into Love, you will 
miſs of your Aim. Theſe ate the Effects of Kindneſs, 
not of Violence, you may, perchance, have their Hats, 
but not their Hearts, they will fear, but never love you. 
Now Fear is commonly the Parent of Hatred, and when 
this Paſſion has once ſeix'd on the Soldiers, I would 
coonſel rhe Officer to withdraw, he is leſs ſecure among 
his Guards, than in the Battalions of the Enemy. For 


Hatred is daring, and ſeldom fails of doing Miſchief 


when it has the —_ 
0 ö | 2 1 

Leander, Paniſh Faults, in God's Name, but with the 
Mercy of a judge, not with the Cruelty of a Tyrant. 
Convince'the Regiment of your Behaviour, Juſtice pro- 
nonnced the Sentence, not Paſſion, and remember Com- 
paſſion in the heighth of Severity. Leave ſome Time 
between the Sentence and the Execution; who is brought 
in guilty to Day, may be found not guilty to Morrow; 


's never too late to execute a Criminal, but always too 


ſoon to murder an Innocent. Befides, Death is a Mo- 
ment on which an Eternity depends. Is it nottherefore 
a Cruelty beyond the Barbarity of Tyrants to throw a 
poor Creature off the Ladder in a Hurry, before he re- 
lets where he is going? Did not Chriſt redeem a pri- 
me Centinel, as well as a General? Becauſe he has for- 
ſeited his Claim to Life, has he no Pretenſion to Heaven ? 
Give him therefore Time to provide for the Future, that 
he may be happy in the next World, tho” he goes out 
of this on a Scaffold. Let him have a Leiſvre to ſurvey 
tte preſent State of his Soul, to 1 for a Removal, 
ad to arm himſelf with Sorrow for the fatal Blow. Fur- 

niſh 
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niſh him a Divine for Comfort and-InſtruQion ; a Man 


under the Apprehenſion and Terror of Death, wants 
ſome Support; Courage alone will not keep him in an 
equal Situation, nothing but an Atheiſtical Bravery or 
Chriſtian SanQity can ſweeten the Paſſage, and abate its 
Horror, i. e. to receive the Stroak without Concern, 
we mult have led ſuch vertuous Lives as give us a firm 
Hope of future Bliſs, or believe we end in nothing, and 
fo ſhall neither be capable of Happineſs or Miſery. 

I believe few Soldiers, at this Pinch, receive much Re- 
lief from the Proſpect of their paſt Lives: For tho! Ver- 
tue be their Buſineſs, it ſeldom finds a Place in their 
Thoughts, much leſs in their Practice. In the Summer 
their Minds run upon Sieges, Battels, or Plunder, and 
are continually on the catch for Booty or Slaughter. In 
Winter they plunge into Debauchery, and try, by indulg- 
ing Senſe, to blot out the Memory of paſt Fatigues: So 
that their Lives are a Tiſſue of Robbery or Riot; they 
live in a State of Sin, and by conſequence march on 
through daily Tranſgreſſions to Damnation. 

A poor Creature, who has not ſinn'd away the Belief of 
another World, nor ſteel'd his Conſcience, mult be ſtua'd 
when he ſees Death before him, a thouſand unnatural 
Crimes within him, a Judge upon the Bench ready to 
pronounce the Sentence, and Devils to execute it; this 
diſmal Proſpect will pall his Spirits, and may ſooner calt 
him into Fits of Deſpair, than into tranſports of Sorrow. 
The Devil will eaſily perſwade him God is as inexorable 


as the Court-Marſhal, and that he will fall from the Gib- 


bet into unquenchable Flames. 2 

Now a charitable Divine may remove theſe Terrors 
by opening the Mercies of God, and the boundleſs Trea- 
ſures of his Goodneſs, he may bring him to Repentance 
by an expreſſive Repreſentation of the Torments below, 
and of the Joys above, and will an Officer that profeſſes 
Chriſtianity, that knows God will treat him in the next 
World, as he deals with his Brother in this, refuſe ſo 
ſmall a Condeſcenfion? __ + | "3 2354 
But if the Criminal be tainted with Atheiſtical Prin- 
ciples, he may, indeed, die without Concern or Apprehen- 
ſion of the Future; but alas! will the disbelief of God 
exempt him from Judgment, ot of Hell, from Fire and 
Rrimſtone? Tho? an Acheiſt places God among the Cyr 
7:72 | | | | mera, 
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mera's, he is a very real Thing, and tho? he rallies upon 
Hell, he will ſcarce laugh out his Flames. No, he will 
certainly know there is a God by the Sentence of Dam- 
nation, and tho' his Reaſon diſown'd a Hell, Senſe will 
confute the Error. Now a little Time, and good Coun- 
ſel may reclaim ſach a Creature, and a precipitated Ex- 
ecution Will certainly damn him. Is it not worth the 
while to make a Tentative at leaſt? If he refuſe Advice, 
his Miſcarriage will lie at his own Door, if you deny him 
Time and an Inſtructor, God will caſt it at yours. 

Let him alſo, if poſſible, receive the Holy Sacrament, the 
Means inſtituted by our Saviour for Salvation are his 
Right, and whoſoever invades this, ſtands guilty at God's 
Tribunal of ſomething more hideous than Murder. God 
reveng'd the innocent Blood of Abel on guilty Cain, and 
will he wink at the Damnation ofa Soul? No, no; thoſe 
who ſhut the Gate of Mercy againſt their Brethren, mure 
it up againſt themſelves, they provoke God to retaliate 
their Cruelty in the next World, and oftentimes in this ; 
and if he ſuffers ſuch Monſters to flouriſh, we may be 
ſure he is angry, for preſent Impunity is the deepeſt Re- 
enge, becauſe it forbodes a future Miſery. Plead not 
the Severity of military Laws, no Court of human Ju- 
tice has Power over Souls, theſe come not within the 
Verge of their Juriſdiction. God alone is their lawful 
Judge, to diſpenſe Rewards, and ordain Puniſhments, ts 
his Prerogative. | 

- FRE | 


Procure a Chaplain, that your Regiment may be train'd 
vp in the diſcipline of Chriſt, as well as of Mars: But 
de circumſpe@ in the Choice, receive not thoſe who ſeek 


a SanQuary in the Camp againſt the Purſuit of their Bi- 


ſhops; ſach Men are more fit for a Jayl, than for the 
Pulpit, and rather deſerve Penance than Preferment. 
Thoſe who caſt off all Care of their own Souls, will ſcarce 
ake to Heart the Salvation of their Neighbour; and 
thoſe who run down Vertue in Practice, will not heartily 
preach it up at the head of the Regiment. It's more 
probable, they will improve thoſe Vices in the Army they 
took up in T own, and finith the Debaucheries in Flanders 
they only began in Exgland. I ſaw the Chaplain of an 
Hannoverian Regiment, run twice the Gauntlet in a pub- 
ck Street, and then turn'd out of his Regiment 2 his Be- 
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199 A Supplement to the firſt Part 
haviour. Indeed the Puniſhment was extraordinary, but 
his Manners deſerv'd it, and the Officers concluded no. 
thing but a publick Animadverſion was able to atone for 
the Heinouſneſs of the Scandal. How are Men that want 
Reformation likely to reform Soldiers? They may open 
the Gate to Diſorders, and ſcatter the Plague they carry 
about em, but will never ſtop the Current of one Vice, 
either by Counſel or Inſtruction. 5 
You muſt have a Man of an approv'd Vertue, whoſe 
Example edifies as well as his Vongue, and who (tho! 
he preaches well) lives better. A Man that neither fla 
ters the Pride of ſome, hor keeps pace with the unwar- 
rantable Ambition of others; who neither courts Great- 
neſs, nor fawns on Dignity, but is above all the little 
Views of Intereſt and Pleaſure. A Man who hopes for no- 
thing, will fear nothing, he will no more pardon Vice in Miz 
Commiſſion, than in the Sentry-Box, and will no mote een 
ſuffer the Exceſſes of a Colonel, than of a private Sol- Mud. 
dier. A Maa that matches Zeal with Prudence, and ile 
knows how to time Reproof, and nick Exhortation, will 
do Wonders, tho* he works no Miracle; he will neither gp 
ſtretch his Patent out of Arrogance, nor ſhrink it out offi + 
Baſeneſs and Servility; but will keep up to his Character, Mc; 
and maintain the Dignity of his Poſt, and the Preroga-M Hor 
tive of his Profeſſion, and indeed who does otherwiſe... 
expoſes himſelf to Contempt, renders his InſtruQions My; 
inſignificant, and makes himſelf deſpicable and cheap. Lite 
What a Reformation would a Chaplain thus equip d 10 x 
make in a Regiment? No Vice would withſtand his Zeal i dot 
no Sin appear in his Preſence, his Words would be re-W ling 
ceiv'd like Oracles by the Soldiers, and the whole Re- fem 
iment would fear him as a Cenſor, and love him as 4% kave 
rather; and when once a Soldier is taught to live well I! 
he is fit for any Enterprize: For whoever dares look the Pref 
other World ia the Face, will charge thro? all the Ter tom 
rors of this. WR 5 ; 


When the General commands you upon Service, 1*WMlrye 
ceive his Orders with Submiſſion, and execute em wich... 
Valour; regard leſs the Difficulty of the Enterprize, than 1 Syn 
your Duty; and whea you have done your part, lea tere 
the Event to Providence. Succeſs oftentimes lies out 0% 


our Reach, and forſakes Prudence and Valour to * 


Is, 


on Temerity, lay your Deſigns with Wi dom, carry A 


ton with Reſolution, and you have diſcharg*d your Duty. 
0- Expoſe not your Perſon out of a meer PunQilio, nor re- 
ot aſe a Poſt out of a Proſpect of Danger; Life is more va- 
nt I höable than Grimace, and leſs than Reputation. It's 
en north coming into the World to make a handſome and 
rr) WM boaourable Exit, and more creditable for a Cavalier to 
cc, nn in the Field, than to come off with Infamy. 

{ laugh at thoſe fiery Hot-ſpurs, who (like Salaman- 
oſe rs) can only breathe in Smoak and Flames; they are 
ho' 


never well but when they ſtand within an Inch of Ruin; 
they are for trying a Rubber at Loggerheads with Can- 
non-Bullets, and for knocking out their Brains againſt 
Halk Moons and Baſtions ; nay, they cannot live out of the 
tile Reach of the Enemy*s Batteries, and are ready to expire 
no · ¶ out of Fear of living too long; they dun the General to 
e iu be ſent upon every Attack, when neither Duty nor Pru- 
ore Wl tence require their Service, and, like the Iydian Women, 
ol. ¶ vdo rave to calt themſelves upon their Husband's Funeral- 


and pile, bear a Repulſe with Indignation. Now in my - 


ſudgment this is to miltake Courage for Temerity, and 
io place Bravery in Folly.” 5 N 


J. M. was of this Temper; he bore a Command in the 


Horſe to court Honour on Foot, he ſtorm'd a Coanter- 
ſcarp, and was the firſt Man that fell in the Action; he 


„ite, without Reputation; all pitied his Misfortune, tho? 
np dg 0 Body excus'd his Condu &, ſome ſtiled him Brave, but 
cal, not one durſt venture to call him Pradent. Bullets di- 
er linguim rath Volunteers in the Crowd, and Providence 
Re · I cems to withdraw its Protection from Straglets, and to 
leave em to the Government of another lufluence. 
vel il know indeed we throw this Heat on à Pretence of 
c te kreferment. We muſt; cry they, diſtinguiſh our ſelves 
Ter tom the Crowd, and dò more than our Fellows to plead 
Merit. A Soldier indeed muſt look above his own Sta- 
on, he who confines his Deſires to a moderate Poſt, de- 


„te bes none; to be content with a mean Commiſſion, 
wing werks a narrow Soul, and ungenetous Inclination; it's 

Symptom of more PFlegm than Heat, and that he is ra- 
ea ther cut out for a Shop, than for the Camp. Diltinguifh 
1 licrefore your ſelf (in God's Name) but affect not . 
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Cavalry, yet in ſpight of Diſſwaſion would leave his 


tun on without Reaſon, and was brought off without 
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be remarkable for Folly : Tho' Bethlem be in the Way to 


Hog ſden, certainly it lies out of the Road to Promotion. 


Lite was given by our Almighty Creator for a noble End, 
and theretore we mult not expoſe it fooliſhly; I would 
no more throw it up out of a Bravado, than out of a Pet, 
nor facrifice it raſhly in a Fight, more than in a Duel. 
But when a noble Occaſion preſents; an Occaſion that 
will ſtand the Ordeal of Reaſon, and can be pleaded to 
Advantage, tho' it be not follow'd by Succeſs, let it not 
flip by, but lay hold of it with Joy and Tranſport, and 
thank the General for the Honour of the Opportunity, 
Exert a Reſolution equal to the Difficulty, and do to the 
height of the Enterprize. Diſcover nothing that is low, 
nothing that is boiſterous, nothing that argues Fear, or 
betrays Preſumption; be more ſolicitous how to go on, 
than how to come off, and take a greater Care of your 
Carriage, than of your Life. Theſe Occaſions are not 
rate in our modern Camps; they open a fair Proſpect to 
Preferment by giving Matter to Courage, and Merit to 
work upon, and tho? we fall, it's in the Diſcharge of our 
Duty, and ſuch a Man may look this World in the Face, 
and, what is more, the other too, if nothing elſe hinders, 
To die in the Defence of our Poſt is honourable in the 
ſight of Men, and of God alſo, if we refine our Motive, 
and diſpute our Ground out of a Point of Duty: Nay, 
it's an eaſy Paſſage, tho' violent, for a Bullet or a Rapier 
does Our Buſineſs more gently than a Fever. 18 


If your Merit raiſes you to the noble Degree of Gene- 
ral, let your Zeal for your Prince fly as high as your Sta- 
tion; Favours call for Gratitude, and a Subje& can on- 
iy return this natural Duty by Service. Remember in the 

rſt place you are to act as a publick Perſon, and there 
fore no private Deſign muſt regulate your Conduct. The 
Honour of a brave Action may carry you off, but your 
Maſter muſt go away with the Profit. Fi 
High Poſts are intoxicating, they often fly up to the 
Brain, and turn our Heads; they take away the Memo- 
ry of our former State, and perſwade us we arenot Men 
ſo ſoon as we become great. Tho? we are never ſo big, 
ſach a Conceit makes us little, and gives a convincing 
Proof, that our Judgment falls ſhort of our Dignity. A- 
las! theſe ornamental Privileges are but a decent or 
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your ſelf is a Mark of Pride. Now this, tho” practis'd by 
all, is hated by every one, it tempts even thofe who made 
you great, to make you leſs, and draws your Friends to 
be Enemies, it will alienate your Officers, and if you 
have not their Hearts, you will want their Hands upon 
Occaſion. For whoever wiſhes another lower, will en- 
deavour to bring him down. | | 

Beware of Raſhneſs ; this is the Bane of Generals, yet 
they eaſily flip into it, becauſe it often carries the Appea- 
rance, and borrows the very Name of Courage; how- 
ever, it's of another Race, and nothing allied to that Ver- 
tue; the one defcends in a dire Line from Prudence, 


the other from Folly and Prefumption. Succeſs feldom 


waits on Temerity, twice I find it proſperous and trium- 
phant, in Aſia under Alexander the Great, and in G. under 


Aurelius the Firſt, (as Cartizs notes) by his Raſhneſs 


won an Empire, and the ſecond almoſt loſt one. But 


theſe Examples are rare, and the Captain that frames his 


Conduct by theirs, ſteers by Hazard, and will not like] 
find Fortune ſo favourable: | 


Go upon the ſureſt Method Prudence and Thought can 


ſuggeſt, leave nothing. (if poſſible) to chance: It's true, 


indeed you will not engage ſo. often, but then you will 
ſeldomer be overcome. Now, methinks, it's wiſer to keep 


ones Ground, than out of Preſumption and Eagerneſs to 
loſe it. Take therefore as ſure Meaſures as if you put 
no Confidence in Valour, but when you come to Action, 


fight as if you ttuſted in your Sword alone. Courage 


may be trepann'd, but ſeconded by Caution and Conduct, 
it's invincible: But if Numbers over-top you, if Chance 


out- wits Prudence, and Multitude bears down Vertue, in 
fine, if you are fore'd to abandon the Field, and to leave 
Victory behind, you may carry off your Honour un- 
touch'd, and may (ſtand the Stroak of Satyr or Calumny 


without a Bluſh. 255 | 
Fortune is unſtable, neither conſtant to her Friends, 
nor implacable to her Enemies, never long in the ſame 
Situation, never true to the ſame Intereſt, now on this 
Side, now on that, but * to neither, and nay 


- 
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- hiſh that lies on the Superficies; they are a Royal Im- 
preſſion ſtampt upon us; but this changes not the Metal, 


this gives no intrinſick Value, but either ſappoſes Merit 
or Favour: Beſides, ſuch an over-weening Conceit of 
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by all. You muſt therefore expect a Mixture of bad 
aud good Succeſs, now Victory will perch on your Stan- 
dards, now *twill fly over to your Enemies; ſometimes 
you will conquer, and ſometimes you will be overcome. 
Generals always march in a Circle of Proſperity and 
Misfortune; let not one ſwell your Confidence too big, 
nor the other ſhrink your Courage; neither preſume nor 
deſpond; in the one State fear a Check, in the other hope 
for an Advantage. 9955 5 
A ViQory that intoxicates the Conqueror is more dan- 
gerous than a Defeat, it diſarms Caution, inſtills Negli- 
gence, and lulls us afleep with a traiterous Security; 
now whoſoever lies under theſe Diſadvantages, ſtand at 
the Mercy of an Enemy, and tho” he leads an Army of 
Lions, 'twill be routed by another of Stags. A 
What loſt U. M. at To. but this haughty Humour? 
Succeſs had turn'd his Brain, and diſmounted his Rea- 
ſon; he fought a Battle, and won Applauſe, but tho' he 
brought off C. M. he left the General behind. He was 
no more the ſame Man, his uſual Prudence abandon'd 
him, the Vapours of Pride ſmoak'd and ſmother'd him 
out of Counſel and Caution, ſo that at To. he loſt the Day 
before the Fight began. Never any Man rang'd his Men 
with leſs Judgment, nor took more diſadvantageous 
Ground, one Wing was unable to ſuccour the other, the 
Foot was of no ſupport to the Horſe ; one would have 
thought he play'd Booty, and reſolv'd to try the Chagrin 
of a Defear. | | 
On the other ſide, a Captain muſt not fink under 
Misfortune: To ſuppoſe all loſt, is a ſhort way to loſe all 
in earneſt. When fortune is at a low Ebb, expect it will 
ſoon flow, and when it frowns, hope it will quickly ſmile. 
The brave Duke Heymar receiv'd a diſmal Check from 
the Imperialiſts, but tho? his Troops were overthrowny his 
Heart was not overcome; nay, his Courage roſe with his 
Fall, his Pulfe beat higher, and he reſolv'd the next Day 
to waſh out the Diſgrace of the former with the Blood of 
his Conquerors: He kept his Word, and gain'd an intire 
Victory, and Briſac, as the Price of Reſolution : So that 
the News of his Victory overtook that of his Loſs, and 
- his Glory poſted thro* Exrope as ſwift as his Misfortune. 
Had he not lain under a Cloud, his Merits had fhined 
leſs; the Diſgrace of the fitſt Day redoubled the Glory 
ot the ſecond, -  Ihate 
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I hate thoſe Generals who drill on Wars out of Pride 
and Intereſt; they may be good Soldiers, but cannot be 


good Chriſtians; they make the Intereſt of the Prince 
truckle to their own, and ſacrifice the publick Tranqui- * 


lity to their private Ends. Provinces muſt welter in 


Blood, and Cities flame, to crowd your Anti-chamber 


with Viſitants that fawn on your Dignity, not on 
your Perſon; and are as ready to bow to your 
Lacquey (had he a Commander's Staff) as to your 
ſelf. Mult People groan under all the Pangs of Poverty 
to pay your Safe-guards? And agonize under Hunger to 


furniſh your Table? That you may be neceſlary to the 


State, the Subject mult be fleec'd by Taxes, and Com- 
merce ſink to raiſe your Fortune. Perchance ſuch a Con- 
duct may nick with Policy, but it bids Defiance to the 
Goſpel. The Marſhal de Byron was of this Humour; 
for when his Son proſecuted a Victory, Halt, (cries he) 
have you a mind to plant Cabbages at Byron? This Man 
had much of your petty Surgeons, who never cloſe a 
Patient's Wound, till they have drain'd his Purſe. He had 
drawn much Chriſtian Blood, and in the End ſpilt his 
own in askirmiſh. Believe me, Leander, it's more glo- 
rious to end a War with Advantage, than to continue it 


with Bravery; and I would more reſpect a General 
without Attendance in a Hackney, that has oblig'd a Na- 


tion with a Peace, than him who rides at the Head of an 
Army in Triumph, and plunges it into an expenſive War. 

This is a Summary of your Duty, and I could wiſh 
our Soldiers would ſpend ſome cool and ſerious Thonghts 
upon the Subje&; they would not (I am confident) 
fight worſe, and might die better. How often have ! pi- 
tied the Blindneſs of our Men, they encounter'd Dan- 


ger like Lions, they fought like Heroes, and expir'd like 
Beaſts; they had no Concern for this Life, and no 


Thought of the other; Ignorance had ſo powerfully ſciz'd 


on their Underſtanding, they quite forgot the Intereſt 


of Eternity. Ah, Leander, if you value not Life, be 
tender at leaſt of your Soul, it was made for Glory, why 


will you give it over to Torments? 


Leand. Theſe Precepts, if obligatory, are. very ſeaſu- 
nable ; but our Officers will not eaſily own they concern 
the Camp; I am ſure they are not in uſe, and am apt to 


think, they have been repenrs by a Court Marſhal, or are 
T6401 2 


fallen 
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fallen by Preſcription. Nay, the Camp, as well as Black- 
Fryars, is a privileg'd Ground, and as Mr. Hobbs main- 
tain'd the Goſpel did not bind any Common-wealth till 
receiv'd by the Magiſtrate, ſo ſome are of Opinion it 
muſt not come within a League of the Army, without a 
Paſs-port from the General. Indeed, a red Coat ſeems to 
exempt us from the Incumbrance of divine Precepts, for 
we govern our Conduct not by the Civil, but wholly by 
the Canon Law. Our Buſineſs is to make the moſt of 
this Life, without any Thought of the future; we feed 
high, till our Purſe runs low; we pamper Nature, and 
drink down Reaſon, dice away our Pay, and ſend a File 
of Curſes after it; and thus we revel away one part of 
our Time, and blaſpheme away the' other, till a Bullet 
or a Stab packs us away into the other World without 
warning, and (what is worſe) without Preparation. 
Exſeb. Without Preparation do you ſay? That's a Mt- 
ſtake; for you muſt know, our Men of War have voted 
a Tuwrkiſh Principle free Denizon of the Goſpel: Vis. 
That whoever dies for hit Prince, ſuſſers for Religion; this 


Perſwaſion I aſſure you gets Ground, and may in Time 


be improv'd to a fundamental Point of the Soldiers Re- 
ligion. When | was in the Army, an Officer, the very 
Scandal of the Camp, was wounded, he had no Senſe 
of God, no TinQure- of Religion, and his Life ſquar'd 
exactly with his Belief. Well Tom, ſaid I to his Man, 
How does thy Maſter? HED GEM + | 
He is in Reſt, reply'd he. fs & e Rial 
In Reſt (faid I) did he make his Peace with God? 
No (anſwered Tom,) he breathed out his Soul with a 
Curſe. But he died inthe King's Service. | 
In the King's Service (ſaid I) is that ſufficient? 
Sufficient (reply'd Tom,) ay, my Life for yours. Why, 
Sir? He died in the Bed of Honour. The Simplicity of 
the Fellow forced me to ſmile, and his Ignorance to weep. 
He had heard his Betters preach this Boftive, and he 
eſpous'd it without Examen; and indeed it's the Officer's 
Intereſt to ſend it round, for if once it be well eſtabliſh'd, 
Recruits will come in Shoals without beat of Drum, or 
the Trouble of kidnapping : For, I affure you, good Pay, 
Pleaſure, and Impunity, and Heaven in the Reer, are 
powerful Attractives. Who would not venture a Stab, 


or charge „ to a Cannon's Mouth for ſuch a . 
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But alas! Sir, when People ſport with Religion, and 
burleſque thoſe things they ſhould revere, it's a Sign 
they have diſcarded Principles, and are reſoly'd to die 
like the Beaſts that periſh. 

Leand. Do you think Religion is baniſh'd the Camp? 
Why, Sir, I fear we have rather too much than too little. 

Enſeb. The Camp is divided into two Bodies, yet 
tho” they run different Ways, they meet in the End. Some 
are for all Religions, and then how can they be in the 
wrong? Thoſe Church, like a Chedder-cheeſe, 
is bers, of the Milk of one and twenty Pariſhes. Others 
deny all Religion, and thoſe can hardly be in the Right; 


yet after all at the bottom they are all Brethren, and of 


the fame Communion, For Soldiers, in Tom's Divinity, 
whoever they are, and whatever they are (provided they 


ſerve the King) are God's People, and the Wolves and 


Sheep make up the ſame Fold. 

But in good earneſt, Sir, ſetting Raillery apart, thoſe 
Notions of Religion are hideous, in a poor Braſilian they 
move Pity and Compaſſion, but I cannot hear an Ex- 
gliſhman vent ſuch Stuff without Indignation. Example 
and Immorality have ſpread the Contagion, why may 
not the virtuous and regular Behaviour of Officers ſtop 
the Infection? Virtue, I believe, is catching, as well as 
Vice, and as capable of being dilated by Example; 
the Matter is of concern, and deſerves a Tryal, and I 
know no Man more qualified to begin the Experiment 
than your ſelf: Your Poſt gives you Authority and Re- 
ſpe&, and as it raiſes you above the Crowd, ſo it expo- 
ſes your Actions to the View of the Publick, and if they 
breathe Piety, the Perfume may reach and charm your In- 
feriors; and if once they gain ſo far as to be approy'd, 
Imitation follows; for the paſſage from one to the other 
is ſhort and ea. | | ts 5 

Leand. I will endeavour to live up to the Principles 
of Religion, and to waſh out the Stains of my former 
Life by a thorow Reformation. I will countenance Ver- 
tue, and keep under Diſcipline the publick Profeſſors of 
Impiety, and proclaim Regularity the Way to Promo- 
tion in my Regiment. nn, 

Euſeb. If you can draw over to your Reſolution the 
great Officers of the Army, the Method will take. Con- 
demn Debauchery once or twice to the Gauntlet, and'twill 

03 ſeulk 


. =p rae 
—— A —— 9 aa — "+ ma" 
_— - * 
F * 


— — — — * + 
in yy = © 7 nr. 
— n 2 — 
yr? - . 
8 - 9 5 A 
= = : — 2 


1 . 
OP 


198 A Supplement to the firſt Part 


ſculk in the dark, and withdraw to Privacy, for who 
will dare to abet it in Publick, when he knows he ſhall 
be mark'd with Infamy, and feel the juſt Indignation of 
his Officer? And then if Goodneſs be rewarded in this 
World, as well as in the other, if there be no way to 
riſe but by Vertue, and he be the higheſt in the General's 
Favour, who is moſt in God's, Men will carry on their 
Pretenfions not by Bluſter or 1 but by the more 
warrantable Methods of Piety. They will make Good- 
neſs the Step to Greatneſs, and deſerve a Commiſſion be- 
fore they have it. Nay, I dare promiſe Succeſs to all 
your Enterprizes, if once the Army be modell'd by Ver- 
tue; for beſides, that God watches over his Friends, and 
takes *em under his ProteQion; Vice his a Coward, and 
no Man dares look Death in the Face, that fears to be 
damned. But Vertue that dreads nothing in the next 
World, fears nothing in this but Sin. av 
I wiſh you Succeſs, and altho' your Deſign miſcarries, 
the Undertaking is heroical; for it's more noble to ſtorm | 
Impiety, than to carry a Town, and I had rather bring 
a Regiment to the Service of God, than force a Province , 
1 
i 


to the Obedience of a Prince. You mult expe& Oppo- 
ſition, for Vice is ſtubborn, and loſes Ground by Inches. 
Nothing but Force and Conltancy can gain upon it, Fleſh 


and Blood will ſtrike in with it, Cuſtom and Example b 
will go over to the ſame Intereſt; but if you bear up t 
with Reſolution, if you catry on the Attack with Cou- tl 
rage, and flag not in the Execution, the Advantage will fl 
lie on your Side; and tho? the Victory be not compleat, Ii 
the Glory of the Action will. Well, Sir, (continued Eu- fe 
ſebius with a Smile) we have taken a ſufficient View of ſ 
the Camp, it's Time now to return to Court, rin 
Teand. I wait upon you, and ſhall be glad of your Com- H 
pany; for tho” the Queen has been pleas'd to favour me c- 
lately with an Office, yet I am unacquainted with the 
Ground, and a meer Ignoramus in the Ceremonial of Be- m 
haviour. I fear ſometimes to be too much for Ceremo- ſo 
ny, ſometimes too little, and that 1 drop Smiles when 1 ne 
ſhould let fall a Frown. 2308757 en 
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DIALOGUE IX. 
Euſebius iaſtructs Leander in the Duties of a Courtier. 


Euſeb. T E Court has been the Subject of a thouſand 
Satyrs, and the Theme of as many Panegy- 


ricks, and if InveQive has miſrepreſented it on the one 


Hand, Flattery has over-flouriſh'd it on the other. If 
we believe thoſe, like the Sea, it's in a perpetual Motion, 
and as infamous for Shipwrecks, as Sylla and Charybais ; 
it's a kind of a Turkiſh Marmera inhabited by Slaves, 
who have loſt their Wits with their Liberty, and hng 
their Chains becauſe they glitter : In fine, it's the Palace 
of Vice, the Seat of Miſery; and if by Chance Ver- 
_ _— its Face, it's only ſaluted with Sarcaſm and 

aillery. | | 

But if we credit its Admirers, Lord how the Chara- 
Qeer varies! one would think Men could not draw ſo 
different Features in the ſame Face. T hoſe Gentlemen 


repreſent it with another Air; every Stroak marks Great- 


neſs, every Daſh of the Pencil Majeſty, and Charm; 
it's a Commonwealth (like that of the Romans) com- 
pos'd of Grandure and Merit. The firſt-rate Officers are 
Princes, and the loweſt Knights at leaſt. The Air, like 
that of /relazd, is mortal to Toads and Spiders. orgy 
that diſobliges the Eye, or grates upon the Ear, or rut- 
fles the Senſes,” can paſs the Porter's Lodge. Care, Sol- 
licitude, and Melancholy have no Acceſs, and thoſe Miſ- 
fortunes that wait on other People, fly from Courtiers, 
ſo that they only know Miſeries by others Ruin. In fine, 
in one Man's fancy the Court is a Hell, in another's a 


Heaven. We are miſerable in it if we believe ſome, and 


cannot be happy out of it, 'if we credit others. 
But with Submiſſion, all are Miſtaken, ſome throw too 
much dirt upon the Court, others too much Luſtre; 


ſome 1 it too black, others too white, and they are 
no leſs guilty who magnify its Faults, than thoſe who 


enlarge beyond meaſure upon its Perfections. For, in a 
Word, the Court is not all Guilt, nor all Innocence; it's 
ſtain'd with great Vices, and adorn'd with great Vertues; 
it teaches to live well, and 3 to do ill. Some 1 
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in it great Fortunes, and others ruin 1 There is 
Pleaſure, and there is Pain, Glory and Reproach, Hope 


lodges in one Apartment, and Deſpair in another; in 


fine, it's a Soil over-run with Poiſons, and fertile in 
Antidotes: So that a Man muſt ſtand upon his Guard, 
and walk with Reſerve and Caution. He muſt beware 
of a treacherous Confidence, and arm himſelf againſt a 
cowardly Puſillanimity. I doubt not, Sir, but you have 
examin'd the Map of this new World, and made a Pro- 
viſion of Neceſlaries for your Voyage; you are embark'd 
for the Temple of Honour, the Road is intricate, and 
beſet with Dangers, the Journey long. 

Leand. I have, God be thank'd, the Education of the 
Univerſity and Academy; I handle my Sword not ill; 
Corelli has taught me to play, and Abel to ſing; and be- 
ſides, Iam a Gentleman: Theſe Advantages ſuit with my 
Circumſtances, and I preſume they will in time improye 
my Fortune, and raiſe me to a Poſt of Honour. 

Exſeb. Nay, Sir, your Equipage is glorious, you have 
laid in with Profuſion for your Journey, and if you miſ- 
carry, Fortune alone muſt bear the Blame of the Diſap- 
pointment. A Man that pleads for Preferment with Eſ- 


cutcheon and Title, with the Sword in one Hand, and ſuch 


Accompliſhments in the other, muſt undoubtedly carry the 
Suit: For here are Arguments of all Complexions; ſome 
are tipt with Authority, others flaſh Terror, and ſome 
again ſhoot Charms. Now unleſs her Majeſty's Brealt 
be faced with Steel, ſhe will yield to ſuch battering En- 
gines, and never diſpute the conferring . of a Dignity 
courted with ſo much Brayery, and woo'd with ſo much 
Harmony and Sweetneſs. 8 

But for all that, Sir, I would counſel you to procure 
more proper Inſtruments to work with, for I fear theſe 
| will not do. | have known Gentlemen well born wait 
at Coutt the moving of the Waters ſeven long Winters, 
and yet they fared no better than the lame Man in the 
Goſpel, ſome Body always ſtepp'd before em; ſo that they 
were forc'd to retreat into the Country with a light Purſe, 
and a heavy Heart, and to rig out their leaky 
a new Voyage; and tho? you are a Maſter at your Ra- 
pier, you muſt not build too much upon this Advantage; 
for tho?” it may be of Uſe in the Field, it's of none in the 
Court: Men do not tilt themſelyes into Poſts in our Age, 
$5 41533 = ++ ob. a „ Os Be gt bigs 4350 53 + 344 7 by nor 
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nor hew and hack out Fortunes like Knights-Errant in 
Romances. Your Scowrers look well in Taverns, and 
have ſome Repute at the Play-houſe, but none in Court; 
here People are for ſleeping ina whole Skin, and for ſpin- 
ning out the Thread of Life to the laſt Extent of Nature: 
They'll not hazard a ſingle Pulſe, but upon good Caution, 
and extraordinary Payment; in fine, Sir, they are of Opi- 
nion, that a Sword hangs more conveniently by the Side, 
than in the Lungs. 

Muſick indeed is a pretty Accompliſhment, and had 
you the Touch of old Timotheus, I would be bound for 
your Advancement; for this Artiſt tied Alexander's Paſ- 
2 ions to his Fingers end, he could play the Conquerour 
into the Tranſports of Hercules furens, and then take him 
dow in a Moment. Now had you ſuch a commanding 
y Stroak, I conceive you might play, or ſing your ſelf into 
c her Majeſty's Favour; but the Secret is loſt, or few im- 

prove to this Pitch of Perfection; for tho? we have a Liſt 
e of thoſe who have riſen by the Law, I cannot find one, 
2 who owes his Title to the Fiddle, or the Voice. Some- 
- WK times indeed a Man may play his Way to an Heireſs's 
- Heart, but theſe Adventures are rare, and it's hard to 
chop upon the Dorion that will find the Way from the 
e KM 7jmpanum to the Soul; for tho? the cut be ſhort, it's in- 
e uicate, and the Harmony faints in the Paſlage. 
e Leand. Pray, Sir, appoint me Tools to work with. 
lt Euſeb. Lay in a good Provifion of Humility, furniſh 
1- MK your ſelf with Patience for ſeven Years, at leaſt, and for- 
y get not a competent Stock of Aſſurance. 
h Leand. You are upon a Vein of Banter, or have a 
Mind to divert me. Why, Sir, I would as ſoon appear — 
'e Iat Court in my Grand- father's Ruff, or trunk Hoſe, as in | 
ſe ¶ his outlandiſh Equipage. Indeed Aſſurance is the proper | Fi 
it [Growth cf the Court Soil, it thrives there to Admira- "= 
s, non; but Humility and Patience require another Climate. 328 
e Euſeb. There is no Banter, no Pleaſantry in the Caſe. 
y lam upon a ſerious Pin, and counſel you again to pro- 
e, ide your ſelf with Humility and Patience; nay, an or- 
xr inary Pittance, let me tell you, will not carry you 
through; you muſt bid fair for the Humility of Paal, and 
>: am at the Patience of Fob, without theſe Inſtruments you 
ie vill never beat out a Fortune, you will ſink in the Enter- 
& Prize, and after a ſeven Years jaunt, find your ſelf in the 


Pr {lace you ſet out. Leand. 
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Leand. A Reaſon if you pleaſe. My Lord L. ſtands 
in a high Poſt, and makes a fluttering Figure, yet I ne- 
ver heard he was a great Pretender to Humility; nay, [ 
am inform'd ge is Pride in Life, and Vanity in Perſon; he 
keeps no Correſpondence with his Friends, and, as if he 
had taken a Morning's Draught of Lezhe, remembers the 
paſt no more than he foreſees the future; to conclude, he 
is within an Ace of forgetting his Family, and if he ſteps 
a Peg higher, he will certainly torget himſelf. 

And then why ſhould Patience be ſo neceſſary for me? 
Has not. K. bore all before him without it? This little 
Muſtard-Seed is grown up into a Tree, and gives Cover 
and Protection to twenty ſmall InſeQs, that in good 
Time may return Ingratitude for the Favour. Now this 
Gentleman is not only void of Patience, but even of all 
Pretenſions to it, a meer Weather-Cock, that looks Eaſt 
and Weſt in a Moment, and turns Tail to all the Points in 
the Compaſs; he is ſo far from executing a noble Deſign, 
that he has not the Patience to lay one, and this fickle 
Diſtemper has got ſo I an Aſcendant over him, 

ains to think. But if you 

take Patience for a Virtue, that enables a Man to ſuffer 
Contrarieties with Calmneſs, and Equality of Temper, 
he is a meer Stranger to it, and as unacquainted as with 
the great Mogal, or Preſtor Foby. A Gnat by Chance 
tickl'd his Cheek, the Man flew out into all the Extra- 
vagances of Paſſion, he fell upon the poor InſeQ's Family 
with all the Heat of Rage and Anger; he Rogued and 
Raſcal'd the innocent Animal, and then Son-of a whor'd 
it like a Scavinger, and tho* I endeavoured to diſcourſe 
down the Fogue, and to philoſophize the Gentleman into 
Terms of Moderation, his Choler was too hard for Argo: 
ments, till he ſeized on the Criminal, and condemn'd it 
fora Mute to the Preſs. Nor was he more bearing with 
his own Species, I have ſeen him ſwagger at a Footman 
for ſaying he was at Home, and brow- beat his Porter for 
ſaying be was not; he acted always by Contraries, 10 
that ſome thought his Pleaſure was to be diſpleas'd, and 
that he never was in Humour but when be was out of it. 
Now ſuch a Behaviour looks as if he was conſcious of 
his own Demerits, and that he had nothing but Outſide 
and Clamour, and bad Nature to make him conſiderable. 
Yet this Man has out-ſtript his Neighbours, and left wo: 
2 | * Fat 005-3008 
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ont of Sight, he tumbles no more on the low Ropes, but 
vaults on the high; and tho? he was once below Con- 
tempt, he may ſhortly ſoar above Envy. | 

aſeb, One Swallow makes no Summer, and one Inſtance 
will not bear an univerſal Inference. Such Conclufians 
are not to be truſted, we are in an Age of Diſcoveries on 
Land as well as by Sea, and if a few have ſteer'd thro? 
2 North Eaſt Paſſage, i. e. a ſhorter cut to Preferment, 
others muſt double the Cape f Good Hope, this is the 
deaten Road, and tho? it be longeſt, it's the moſt ſecure 
way to Honour. Once more therefore, let me adviſe 
jou to lay in a good Fund of Humility and Patience. 

Leand. I cannot yet be convinc'd of the Neceſſity of this 
Proviſion; nay, methinks I may jog fairly on without it. 

Exſeb. Not convinc'd ? Pray attend; muſt you not 
fawn on this Favourite, and bow to the other? Mult 
not you fly to his Levee, and make as many apiſh Crin- 
res as a French Dancing-Maſter to this Rifing-Sun? 
Nay, with the old Perſians, you mult commence Idola- 
ters, and incenſe this glaring Planet with all the Prefumes 
of Flattery and Affectation. You mult place his Con- 
nge above Alexander's, his Conduct above Ceſar's, and 
his Policy above the greateſt Miniſters of State, You 
muſt eſpouſe his Sentiments, humour his Inclinations, 
excuſe his Vices, magnify his Vertues, and turn all his 
Follies into Apothegms; for you muſt wind your ſelf 
into his Favour before you can enter into Service, and 
decome his Slave to pretend to be his Creature. Nay, 
you muſt creep to Valet de Chambres, fee Pages, and 
bend to Commis, who have nothing conſiderable but an 
Office, nothing great but Pride and Brutality. 

In a certain Court, I had the Fortune tb be acquain- 
ted with a Duke; he deſired my Company to a Mini- 
ſter of State upon Buſineſs, but the Baſhaw was indiſpos'd, 
i. e. not to be accoſted ; however out comes a petty Scri- 
vener with a Pen in his Ear (or to ſpeak in the Court 
Dialect) an under Secretary; the Gentleman was ſo 
ſtarcht, ſo formal, and ſo. ſupercilious, that I miſtook 
him for the Maſter. His Grace ſaluted him to the Ground, 
ind in a Moment run through all the Diſcipline of a 
Dancing-School, he plied the Commis with Vollies of 
Compliments, out comes firſt tres humble, ines obedi [ant 
treads upon the Heels of the former, and Valet leads <a 
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the Reer. Office, I aſſure you, overtopt Grace; and the 
Pen had the Advantage of the Sword. The Muſhroom 
ſtood on Tiptoe, and return Monſieur de Duc, this ſhort 
Oracle, On ſongers a votre Affaire. The Promiſe called 
for an Acknowledgment, and the noble Peer paid it with 
Profuſion and Intereſt. He ſtoopt fo low, that at laſt [ 
apprehended he was laying down his Cordon Blue for x 
Livery. At our Return, Well, Monſieur (ſaid I) Au- 


diences run high in this Country, and Promiſes are tax'd: 


at unconſcionable Rates. Pretendants are put under ex- 
ceſſive Contribution, and you mult regard Interelt above 
Honour, why elſe do you proſtitute Quality to ſo vile 
a Wretch? For my part, I think, you have purchaſed his 
Favour, and were in your Circumſtances, I would ne- 
ver deſcend ſo low to ſoar higher. No, Sir, I ſcorn to 
trample on a Peaſant, and as much to ſneak to a Sultan. 
My Duke laſht at an extravagant Rate the Pride of that 
Vermin, and ſwore he would ſit on his Skirts, he alledg'd 

for his Excuſe, Cuſtom, and palliated his Submiſſion with 
the Neceſſity of his Affairs. This put me in Mind of 
what Cyprian ſays to Donatus. Behold that Courtier; how 
be fits in Scarlet? Did you but know how many Submiſſions 
unworthy of bis Rank it coſts bim? How many Afﬀfronts? 
How often he has beſieged the Gates of Favourites, and run 
before the Coaches of diſdatuful Princes; you would rather 
pity his Perſon, than envy bis Fortune? In fine, Leander, 
you muſt take it as a Poſtulatum, that honourable Polls 
are not entail'd on Merit, that many Perſons well fur- 
niſh'd for Employment, go out of the World as obſcure- 
ly as they came in, meerly, becauſe they will not make 
themſelves leſs to become greater, nor deſcend below 
the level of Gentlemen to obtain a Patent of Peerage. 
You may learn by this, that Courtiers are Gens ſervi- 
Zati nata, as well as the Romans in Tiberius's Time. Tho' 
they maintain their Dignity with Haughtineſs and Em- 
pire, they purchaſe it with Condeſcenſion and Submiſ- 
tion, and that tho” they are proud to Exceſs, when their 
Babel is built, they are humble beyond Meaſure, when 
they provide Materials to reer in. 8 of 

It's a ſuperfluous Piece of Labour to prove the Ne- 

ceſſity of Patience, the Matter is beyond Diſpute, and 
as clear as Experience and Fact can make it. You re- 
member the Auſwer an old French Courtier return d a 
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Vungſter, who was very inquiſitive to know how he 
hould behave himſelf at Verſailles. Receive (ſaid he) 
daily Injuries with Indifference, and pay Aﬀronts with 
Thanks : You mult Practice this Leſſon if you intend to 
thrive; for as I have told you Merit and Reward go not 
Aways together: One would think fome blind Deity in- 
fuenc'd the Court, and that all things were manag'd by 
Hazard or Partiality ; you will fee a Man of Parts turn'd 
orer to the Kitchen, and a Fop ſneak into the Bedchamber ; 
1 Man of Brains ſhall be dubb'd a Fool, and my Lord 
Littlewit call'd to the Counſel ; one kick'd out of Play be- 
cauſe he is Loyal, and another taken into Favour becauſe 
he is a Traitor; in fine, one ſhall make his Fortune at 
his firſt Appearance, and another ſhall ruin his by conti- 
nual waiting. Now will not ſuch Proceedings put the 
moſt maſculine Patience to the Trial? And muſt not his 
Humour be very paſſive or inſenſible, that is thus paſs'd 
by without Regard? This may be your Cafe, Sir, for 
altho* you plead Nobility, Breeding, and Deſerts, you 
will founder, unleſs Recommendation, Favour, and Ca- 
price alſo help you forward. I omit perſonal Affronts 
without End; and Incivilities without Number; theſe 
Ragouſts lie hard on a Gentleman's Stomach, and nothing 
can carry 'em off but a tried Patience. 

Leand. Seeing Promotion goes fo much upon theſe 
Vertues, what it I ſhould make a turn into Flanders, and 
take up my Winter Quarters with the Capzcins? I tancy 
their courſe Habit and Fare would tame Nature, and 
dradge all my Paſſions into Diſcipline and Obedience. 

Euſeb. You need not paſs the Sea for Abaſements, nor 
expoſe your Perſon to be convey'd to Danbirꝭ Priſons, 
to find Materials for Patience to work upon; Occafions 
lodge under.your own Roof, and you meet 'em daily at 
St. James's in the Anti-chamber: The Court reads Leſſons 
of Humility and Patience, as well as the Convent, and 
provides more frequent Opportunities for Practice: Op- 
portunities (I ſay} able to make Saints, nay, Martyrs, 
did you but take the Pains to ſuffer like Chriſtians, and 
not like the damn'd with all the Pangs of Blaſphemy and 
Deſpair ; but by Miſapplication you undergo all the 
Toil of Vertue without taſting of the Pleaſure, you graſp 
a Shadows, and hold nothing but Wind and Vapour. 
The Croſs of the bad Thief is your Lot in this Weng, | 

| | an 
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and God ſend the Brimſtone of the rich Man be not your 
Inheritance in the next. | 


Leand | am but a Stranger to the Court, and haye 


not made a full Diſcovery of the Country; however, [ 
perceive Men paint as well as Ladies, that the Outſide 
has no Reſemblance with the Inſide, that when Joy flows 
on the Face, Grief, Rage, and Deſpair often prey on the 
Heart, and that the Soul hangs on Racks, tho? the Bo- 
dy lies ſtretch'd on Down; when many Pretenſions meet 
in the ſame Point, Affedtions vary, and becauſe one car- 
ries off the Prize, twenty go away with Diſappointment 
and Mortification ; and ſuch Occaſions offer themſelves 
ſo frequently, and they imprint ſo lively a Sen:ation, 
that Nature mult fink under the Torment, unlefs an un- 
uſual Indolence, or an extraordinary Patience ſupport it. 
So that I am of your Opinion, that Vertue is the belt 
Qualification for a Courtier, this alone ſweetens the Vi- 
ciſſitudes of bad Fortune, and allays the intoxicating 
Vapours of good, it keeps us in an equal Temper, and 
_ reaches us to gain by our Loſſes, and tho? it permits us 
to be unhappy, it hinders us from being miſerable, 
But if you pleaſe, Sir, ſtand off no longer in Generals, 
Favcur me with ſome particular Maxims, that imme- 
diately regard my Conduct. 

Euſeb. Let your Pretenſions be Chriſtian, and your 
Meaſures Juſt; leave not Conſcience for a genteel Em- 
ployment, nor charge thro? thick and thin tor the ſake 
of Money or Honour. To reſign Innocence for an O- 
fice, is to ſet too great a Value upon the one, and to 
under-rate the other. Start fair, and carry on the Con- 
teſt with Generoſity, and never way-lay a Rival in the 
dark, not trapan him by the unmanly Methods of Tres 
chery, Calumny, or Detraction : Such a Conduct is 5s 
baſe as it's finful, and ſavours more of the Tzr# than of 
the Chriſtian; it's a Mark you fear more his Merit than 
you rely on your own, and that you Deſpair to cart!) 
the Poſt, if you put the Succeſs to the iſſue of Wort 
Alexander ſcorn'd to ſteal a Vidory by Surprize or Stra. 
tagem, he diſputed it with the Sword at mid-day, and 
choſe rather to hazard an Empire in the Sight of th: 
Sun, than ro ſubdue twenty in the dark; in fine, be 
would have Yalour wear the Crown, not Cowardize; 


and refuſed to be greater than Darius, unleſs he were 5 
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lay in for a Place in the Exchequer, nor an Tenoranms at 
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more deſerving: This was a noble Emulation, hazard · 
ous indeed, but handſome; here was nothing Mean, 
nothing Inſiduous, but all Gallantry and good Nature. 
Follow this Model, ſtrive to raiſe your ſelf by thoſe 
Means honeſty dares own, take not one Step that looks 
like Undermining or Circumvention, and apply no In- 
ſtrument that ſhines not true upon the Touchſtone of 
Honour and Conſcience. - | 
Keep your Pretenſions within Compaſs, ſuffer em not 
to mount too high, if you give Ambition the Rein, *cwill 
carry you too far, and may let you down in a Precipice: 
Too much Sail overſets a Ship, the Canvas mult be 
proportioned to the Veſſel: Some People's Parts are 
drawn leſs than others, they are not caſt in the ſame 
Mould, their Capacities are not large enough to hold 
a great Preferment, and the very Attempt lays open their 
Inabilities, and demonſtrates their Temerity outſhoots . 
their Prudence, and that their Strength bears no. Propor- 
tion with their Preſumption, and when a young Geatle- 
man ſets out under ſuch a Diſadvantage, it's odds he*ll 
founder before he comes to his Journey's End. The Bold- 
neſs of the Enterprize will awake the Jealouſy of a hun- 


dred Pretendants, and when this Fury takes the Cam- 


paign waited on by Power and Numbers, who can ex- 
pect to go on with Succeſs, or even to retreat with Safe- 
ty? One rallies your Wit, another your Judgment, this 
Man falls upon your Courage, that upon your Honeſty : 
Now when ſo many draw ſuch a diſadvantageous Cha- 
tacter of a Gentleman, the Draught will raiſe-in a Prince 
ill: favour'd Impre ſſions, and rather prompt to diſcard 
than to promote him; for Princes have all the ſpecifick 
Weakneſſes of their Subjects, they are made up of the 
lame Matter, and follow the ſame Byaſs of Nature; they 
believe Evil of a Man rather than Good, and when they 
are-well ſettled in their Opinion, there is no removing 


em. lu a Word, who courts Preferment walks on flip- 


pery Ground; it's his Buſineſs to fence againſt Rubs, 
and not to tempt People to eroſs his Way, or to trip him 
up in dhe CU,. 2 TER tt Oe 
Aim firſt at a lower Station, and let it ſute with your 
Genius, I would not have a Man that can't count Twenty 


his 
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His Pen for a Station in the Secretary's Office. Mr. 7. 
in Torkſbire, who never look'd over the Limits of the 
County, nor rode more South wards than Pomfret, ſhould 
not ſue for Credentials to the French Court; nor Mr. I. 
who could never Maſter A in præſenti; for a Place in 
the Bench at Weſtminſter-Hall. A Man that puts in for 
an Office ſo diſproportion'd to his Capacity is unfit for 
any, and I would rather condemn him to withdraw 
twenty Miles from London, than perſwade him to ſhew 
his Face in Court. Conſult your Abilities; and when 
you are got into a fit Poſt, exert your Spirits, and try to 
make the moſt of your elf, apply Cate and Diligence, 
and ſtudy more your Maſter's Intereſt than your own. 
If you diſcharge your Duty with Satisfaction and Ap- 
plauſe, you may look higher without Envy, for in ſuch 
Caſes People rather commend the Merit, than repine 
at the Succeſs, eſpecially if the Advantage be managed 
with Civility and Moderation ; but if you launch out 
into Conceit and Arrogance, if you fly into Oſtentation, 
and ſpurn at thoſe you leave behind, all is ſpoiled; for 
all the Worth of Sir Thomas Moor, or of a Boetius, will 
never protect Pride, nor fence ill Nature; but when you 
make uſe of your Exaltation to oblige, when you look no 
bigger in the higheſt Station than in the loweſt, you ſtand 
ſecure, and will nave, if not the Hands, at leaſt, the good 
Wiſhes of Hundreds to ſupport you. g 
A middle Station is the beſt, becauſe the moſt ſecure, & 
it diſtinguiſhes, enough from the Crowd, it entitles 10%, 3, 
Reſpect, and allows Neceſſaries for Decency and Plea th 
ſure. Now methinks nothing is wanting to compleat a tu 
Man's Happineſs thus furniſh'd, - but a Senſe of his Cir 7 
cumſtances, i. e. that he ſhines in his own Orb, tho i th 
be not the highelt; that he is ſo far conſiderable as to aj 
ſecure Repute; that he is eaſy at Home, and fears no O 
ſtorm from Abroad; in fine, that he has enough, and P 
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cannot poſſibly enjoy all. 
5 But the iſchief is, We a are of a ſoaring Humour, and eit 
in ſpight of Diſſwaſives will climb ſo high till our Head to 
turn, and we leave our Brains on the Pavement. of 
Soldier is upon the Strain to be Genera a Scaman id ſu 
tide Admiral, a Lawyer and a Pat ſon to it at the Hex re 
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of Faſtice and Religion, and a Courtier to be a Favourite, 
Aut Ceſar aut nullas is our Mito, all or nothing. Each 
Man looks upon his fingle ſelf as a Detachment from the 
main Body of Mankind, and the Proprietor of all that is 
Great and Pleafing; we are upon the Spur till we come 
to the Land's End, i. e. the laſt Point of Promotion. Now 
what is all this but Covetouſneſs on the one Hand, and 
Pride on the other? Two Paſſions never to be ſatisfied, 
and yet always obey'd. | 


It's certain the Quality of Privado is very conſiderable, 


and though it does not always command Eſteem, it calls 
for ReſpeQ, few Courtiers dare pretend for the Place, ye 
all wiſh for the Honour; and we are fo kind to our ſelves, 
as to think a Prince's Affection as reaſonably plac'd on 
us, as on our Neighbour, and we fail not to blame his 
Choice, if it falls not upon our Perſon. 

Yet tho? the Title be in the general Eſteem ſo valua- 
ble, I adviſe you to quit all Pretenſions to the Favour ; 
level your ExpeQation at a lower Mark, unleſs you in- 
tend to ſtand on Record a fad Inſtance of the Inſtability 
of human Greatneſs; turn over the Tranſactions of paſt 
Ages, and you will find not one Favourite of a thouſand, 
whoſe end was-not more amazing than his Greatneſs, 
the ſame Princes that ſet em up, took Pleaſure in pulling 
em down, and were no leſs extravagant in their Cruel- 
ty, than in their Kindneſs. Amon look'd down from the 
top of his Glory upon his Fellow-SubjeQas with Diſdain 
and Contempt, but this bright Sun ſet in a Cloud of In- 
famy, and turn'd his Rival's Envy into Compaſſion. Ti- 
berius bore the Title of Emperour, Sejanus all the Power, 
the proud Senate bow'd to his Statues, ſwore by his For- 
tune, and his Commands were as facred as the twelve 
Tables: Yet when the Princes Affections chopt into ano- 
ther Corner, this Coloſſus fell to the Ground, and buried 
all his Creatures under the Ruins of his Cataſtrophe. 
Our Gaveſtons, Spencers, Wolſeys, &c. teach us by their 
Diſaſters, that the Favour of Princes is not Proof againſt 
Misfortune; that it can arreſt a Favourite within the Pre- 


W cin& of the Court, and draw him from the Bed-chamber 
to the Scaffold. I could ſingle out forty more Inſtances. 


of a freſher Date, and ſome Domeſtick too, but theſe 
ſaffice to Caution againſt too great Intimacy with Sove- 
reigns, which is ſeldom POT without the ſale of 


Liberry, 


0 85 
nn, 8 


m 
: — 
* 4 q 
" # 
o i f £ 
T — * — — * * 2 n — 5 — —_— 6 * PEER 4 2 e — * 2 wy 6" 19,08; « a v < Eb. <0 FE po 5 ® we — 2 
f x 2 ET; — 5 n — ee — 5 aan 44; 0s + =_ 8 rx „ 5 > ages ng — 
D y 7 e d Y 3 — — = FIT, = of : a „ — . 
— 8 7 4 6 1 3 mer f - — — 7 70 — * > anos Fang When; > \ pero * 2 < "I . — 2 6 
1 may \ l . : LE 3 90 nn * A 2 


* 5 n " . 1 
„ otter, age So k 
Go TO * _— > — — - 4 
— 22 — 
666 
5 9 8 Fee = 


210 ASupplement to the firſt Part 
Liberty, and never continued without Danger of Body 
or Soul, and too often of both. eb, 
The Realon is clear; for firſt, as Princes often love 
without Cauſe, ſo they hate without Provocation ; they 
are led by Caprice, and ſway'd by Fancy, and by Conſe- 
quence are only conſtant in change. Fancy is never long 
lived; a Word, a Look, a Surmiſe nips off the moſt fa- 
vourable Impreſſion, and turns the moſt charming Op- 
jects into a Moniter ; hence it comes, that Men run from 
dotage to diſguſt in an lnſtant, and are as unable to give 
a atolerable Account of their Love as of their Averſion, 
a meer ze xe ſcay quoy kindles Kindneſs, and a je ze ſcay 
guoy congeals it; to Day freedom pleaſes, to Morrow 
you mult ſtand off in Reſpect and Reſetvedneſs. In 
fine, an Epheſiion will have Employment enough to car- 
ry an even Hand between the Emperour and Alexander, 
and to diſcharge the Duties of Familiarity without ma- 
king too bold with Majeſty, for the ſame Man is both 
Friend aud Prince. Now one mult have a very Meta- 
phyſical Genius to ſeparate theſe two Relations ſo as to 
be free with the Friend, without coming too near the Mo- 
narcb, and yet ioo much on the one tide, or too little on 
the other ruins all. : 1 
Secondly, Not one of ten thouſand are qualified for 
ſuch a Poſt ; he mult have the Prudence of a Solomon, the 
Craft of an Acbitophel, the Courage of a Cæſar, the Mode- 
ration of a Fabricius, and beſides the Felicity of Hlla; 
he muit oblige all Men no leſs when he denies than when 
he confers a Favour, and take care to make no Enemies 
on the one Side, whilit he makes Friends on the other; 
for Enmity is more clamorous and active than Friendſhip, 
and a ſuppos'd Injury ſinks deeper than a real Benefit. 
Am not I of the ſame Maſs with T. L. crys one? Why 
thea ſhould he Lord it over me? Where Natures are the 
ſame, DiſtinQion of Privilege is unjuſt. Why is one 
Individual of the ſame kind ſtamp'd with Honour, and 
the other with Infamy ? This Complaint firſt ſtarted in a 
Corner is banded from one to another, till it breaks In- 
cloſure, and appears in publick, and you may be ſure it 
receives ſome exaſperating Stroaks in the Journey; and 
when People are warm'd, Cabals and Contrivances fol- 


low, all the Miſcarriages in Church and State are ppt on 
the Favourite's Account. The very Tempelts, Plagues, 
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tive Chriſtians he is mark'd out as the publick Nuiſance 
of Mankind. He Sets the Prince at variance with his Peo- 
pie; be obſtrudts the ſuting of Parliaments ; abets Popery 


and Arbitrary Government, and then his Majeſty is deſir'd | 


to remove T. L. from his Perſon and Counſel, to ſtrip 
him of his Titles, and to deliver him up to the Juſtice of 
the Rabble. My Gentleman knocks off, and like the 
Serpent, expoſes his Tail to ſave the Head; z. e. drops 
his Titles, Offices, and Greatneſs, and gives up his Fa- 
vouriteſhip with all its Appurtenances to fave his Skin; 
away packs he into the Country, leaving behind a thou- 
ſand Curſes upon the Court. The Anguiſh of his Mit- 
fortunes puts him in the Wheel, and he always works up- 
on his own difquiet, pitied by ſome, and ſcorn'd by o- 
thers, like Vipers, he lives on his own Poiſon; and tho? 
he wants Power to execute Miſchief, he has Malice e- 
nough to contrive it: So that he is made up of Impo- 
tence and Malice, and where thoſe diſconſolate Quali- 


. ties are well blended, all other Ingredients of Miſery are 


ſuperfluous. This is the end of Favourites, and the moſt 
favourable they can expect, tho* not the moſt unfortu- 
nate they may fear; for alas! they are not always ſo happy 
as to receive Quarter: No, no, they quit the Court to 


take up in a Dungeon, and act the laſt Scene of their 


Lives upon a Scaffold; nay, and it's a Favour too to 
change the Halter into a Hatchet. 

Check therefere Ambition, and give it not too much 
Line; court rather what is handſome than great, and 
ſtudy more Convenience than Grandure. Deſerve the . 
firſt Place in your Prince's Eſteem,” but let others run 
away with his Affection; though you ſparkle leſs, your 
Valne will be greater; to riſe to a moderate Station by 
meer Merit, is more noble than to poſſeſs the higheſt by 
Favour and Partiality. | 1 


Great Men need Supporters, and prudent Men will 
provide them; Subſtantives are out of Faſhion in Court, 
moſt walk there on Crutches, and few can even ſtand 
on their own Legs. Lay therefore in for Countenance, 
without Stays the beſt built Fortune will tumble: How- 
ever ſell not Favours by Inch of Canale; there is no de- 
pending on bought F ä when a Man has paid 55 
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and Famines are clap'd at his Door, and like the primi- 
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his Preferment he is not in your Debt, but owns the 
Obligation to his Attendance, Importunity, or Purſe, 


Fidelity, and offer his Service, be aſſured he will follow 
the Impulſe of intereſt, and leave you in the Lurch up- 
on Danger and Diftrels. ; N 7 

Beware of a Court Maxim. Provide for your Enemies, 
Friends will never flinch, The Principle is neither con- 
formable to the Rules of Policy, nor Juſtice; it cuts 
upon good Nature, and Gratitude, and has no ſuppott 
but Practice. Shall a Man thrive by Roguery? And be 
the better for Villany? He has noos'd me into a Plot by 
Forgery and Subornation, and ſhall J ſtretch my Credit 
to ſwell his Fortune? Ferchance he has met his King in 
the Field, and promifed to make him a glorious Prince 
by ſeizing bis Towns, and fetrering his Perſon, and 
ſhall I perſwade his Majeſty to give him a bite Staff 
for the Service? In fine, he is dip'd in Treaſon, and o- 
ver Head in Mifchief, and now muſt be bought off, and 
incenſed by his Sovereign, as the Devil is by the Ia- 
dians, that he may do no more Harm. Such a Conduct 
is an Invitation to Difloyalty and T reaſon, it encoura- 
ges Vice, and plunges Vertue into Deſpair. Who will (tand 
up for his Princes juſt Prerogative at the Expence of his 
Fortune, when he may draw upon it with Safety and 
Profit? It Honeſty be required with Poverty, and 
Knavery with Wealth ; if Loyalty go out at Elbows, 
and Freaſon glitters in Golc-lace, I fear Knights of the 
Poſt will multiply upon the Nation, and Round-heads 
may once more vie Numbers with Cavaliers. | would 
not Outrage where | ſhould Reward, nor Reward where 
I ſhould Puniſh. 

Lean. Spare me a Word, leſt I loſe the Opportunity 
of a Queſtion. H/by may I not win an Enemy? 

Euſeb. You mean, | ſuppoſe, buy a Friend? Becauſe 
whoſoever deſerts his Party for Gain, will certainly re- 
turn when lateteſt calls upon him: If the Senſe of Du- 
ty and Conſcience are not able to reclaim a Delinquent, 
will Title work a real Converfion ? No, no, Sir, thoſe 
Cattle fly in the Face of à Benefit, their Organs are ſo 
ill ſhap'd they cannot feel any thing that's generous and 
noble; they always follow the loudeſt Cry, and tack a- 
bout with the Wind of Intereſt : So long as you — 


and though (to get a good Penny worth) he may ſwear 
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ioo powerful to need help, he ſhall ſtand by you, but if 
jou begin to retreat, he will fall upon the Rear, and 
charge your ſtragling Forces thro' a thouſand Favours. 
I's a Poſtulatum among thoſe Infidels, that it's worſe to 
fink with a Friend, than to ſwin with an Enemy, and 
therefore like Rats before a Storm, they abandon a leaky 
Veſſel, and ſwim for ſafety to the Shoar. To be ſhorr, 
thoſe Men will ply down the Stream, and fide with Suc- 
eeſs in Defiance of Juitice; they will never croſs upon a 
evail'ing Crime, nor oppoſe Miſchiefs carried on by 
umbers ; their Buſineſs is to ſtand, though their Friend 
or Prince falls, and to make a Fortune out of the Ruins 
of their Neighbours or Country. Keep therefore your 
Enemies low, they will do no Harm, wheu they are too 
weak to attempt it, their Impotence is your beit Guard; 
Power in the Hands of a Mercenary is ill placed. I had 
rather fee an Enemy unable to do me a bad Turn, than 
ina Condition to do me a good one. | 
Lean. At leaſt a Rebel or private Enemy may poſſibly 
be obliged by Preferment, and it's certain a Friend will 
venture a broken Head to reſcue his Honeſty, and rather re- 
fign his Eſtate than his Fidelity. | 
Euſeb. Concluſions drawn out of Poſſibilities are not 
to be relied on, they plead for both fides, and by Conſe- 
quence neither Advantage nor Prejudice either, An ill 
Man may be fee'd into your Interett, as well as Lawyers; 
but then as thoſe Gentlemen upon a fairer Proſpect of 
Gain ſhift Sides, he may relapſe at the Approach of 
Temptation, and fall into the old Diſeaſe of Ingrati- 
tude, and Infidelity: Face therefore one poſſibility with 
the other, and perchance you may conclude with me, 
it's ſafer truſting a Rogue in the Goal, than on the 
Queen's High way; indeed he may poffibly expect a 
Gentleman to eſcorte his Perſon, but [ believe it's more 
probable his Buſineſs is to ſecure a Purſe, | | 
Beſides, | am perſwaded, tis not ſo very certain, that a 
Man who has fought away for his Prince, or his Friend, 
doth Limbs, and Lance, will keep up to his former Prin- 


ciples of Loyalty and Generofity, unleſs he receive a 
more comfortable return of Acknowledgment, than a 
cold God be with you, or I forry to ſee you in ſo drooping 
« Condition. For ſuch a Payment bears no proportion 
with a loſt Leg, or a — Eſtate. He may — 
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well expect, you will be at the Expence of an Oaken 


Supporter at leaſt, and that you will not condemn bim 


to the Basket for his Honeſty, and if ill Nature baulks 
his ExpeQation, and he cannot make a Penny of his Ser- 
vice, he may think of changing Maſters, and may re- 
ſolve to try if Vice be not better natur'd than Vertue, 
and if Treaſon will not Piece up an Eſtate, Loyalty 
has disjointed. For, Sir, give me leave to tell you, 
Neceſſity pinches, and often puts Men upon unwarran- 
rable Courſes; Indigence works more upon People than 
Duty, and Generoſity ſeldom bears up againſt Negled 
and Contempt: You muſt ſometimes be at the Expence 
of a Cordial to keep up the Spirits, and enliven Reſo- 
lution; for Stoiciſm is out of Faſhion. Men are not fo 
conceited of Vertue as to think it is its own Recom- 
pence, and that it's worth taking the Field for the Ser- 
vice of his Prince, tho? he take up in Chelſea Hoſpital 
at his return. | ts rk 

Indeed, tho' a good Man be turn'd off here by his 
Prince without Regard, he will have Station and Happi- 
neſs hereafter. But ſome Proviſion ſhould be made e- 
ven in this World, both to reward and refreſh ſuffering 
Virtue, otherways it may give us the Slip: For preſent 
Service, People expect preſent Payment, and a ſmall Gra- 
tification in Hand, wins more than Millions in Reverfi- 
on. Endeavour therefore to raiſe thoſe that deſerve 
Promotion, and whoſe paſt Behaviour will anſwer for 
their Future. But to grace thoſe with Title and Dig- 
nity, who deſerve not the benefit of an Amneſty, is 
neither ſafe, generous, nor * 


Let your Actions keep touch with your Promiſes, and 
your Heart and Tongue ſpeak the ſame Language; to 
proffer a Gentleman affiſtance, and not intend it, is baſe; 
and to deſign a Favour that lies out of. your reach is 
fooliſh. O. P. had Credit at Court, and an honourable 
Poſt to ſupport it; ſome gave him a world of good Na- 
ture, others as much Vanity, and indeed the Queſtion 
lies yet undecided, whether he ſteer'd by the one or the 
other: However, his Antichamber was the Rendezvous 
of Pretendants, and his Houſe was term'd the Sanctu- 
ary of younger Brothers. Leave your Buſineſs to me (ſays 
he to one) is ſhall be done to your Satiefadtion. Tas pre. 
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tenſions (crys he to a Second) are moſt juſt, his Majeſty 


has too much regard for Merit to refuſe ſo reaſonable a Peti- 


tion. My Gentlemen return'd to their Lodgings on Cock- 


horſe, and began to think of a Fund for a glorious Equi- 
page; ſome were already Knights in Imagination, and 


others Barons or /iſcounts. All were more happy with 
the very ExpeQtation, than Fruition could have made 


'em: for Fancy paints beyond Life, and over flouriſhes 
Objects; thoſe Scenes it repreſents in the Brain-out-ſhine 
thoſe of Creation: In fine, reality ſcarce ever patterns 
Imagination, and worldly Greatneis charms more upon 
Report than Sight, minuit præſentia famam. 

But after all, their ExpeQation ended in Diſappoint- 


ment, and their Hope ſunk into Diſpair; for after they 


had run through a long Conrſe of Submiſſion and Atten- 
dance, they were diſmiſt with a Gentlemen, I am ſorry my 
Labour has been unſucceſsful, unlook'd for Accidents have 
croſid my Defegns and your Fortunes. Thoſe poor Preten- 
dants were forc'd to retire, and curs'd their Patron's Im- 
potence or Impoſture; they laſn'd him ſeverely in the 
Coffee-Houſe, and convinc'd the World he wanted either 
Sincerity, Credit, or Prudence. A Man ſhould keep his 
Promiſes within the Compaſs of his Power, and rather 
promiſe too little than too much. There is Goodneſs, 
Greatneſs, and Pleaſure in forwarding a Gentleman on 
his way to Preferment; but it's baſe to feed him with 


Viſionary Hopes, and then to turn him off with a Com- 


plement. He might have placed his Addreſſes more 
ſucceſsfully, and manag'd both Time and Money more 


to Advantage; but being thus diſappointed, he remains 


without Friends, without Money, without Patience; he 
has waited away the very Materials of his defign'd Fa- 
brick, and has nothing to truſt to but a Musket. Be- 
lieve me, Sir, it's mortifying to fall ſhort ot that which a 
Man affects with Eagerneſs; the Misfortune puts his 
Fancy into a Fever, it preys upon his Blood, boils up 
bis Spirits, and flings him into Impatience; it balks his 
Hopes, cows his Courage, and makes the remaining Sa- 
tifation of Life a Burthen. I am apt to belicve the 
Gentleman meant well; but certainly he did ill in tan- 
alizing ſo long his Clients: For the ſame Inſtant their 
Hopes ebb'd, their Anger began to flow, and not one 
but thought himſelf to _ Juſt Proyocation given him 
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to impair his Credit, and to make him the Subje& of 
their Choler and Scorn; and indeed Men generally re- 
ceive as little Kindneſs as they do, and find as few 
Friends as they deſerve. e 
If you have Power, employ it to the benefit of Merit 
and Quality; but be not too magnificent in your Promi- 
ſes, nor over confident of Succeſs; pretend not to enſure 
a Preferment, nor talk of uncertainty till the thing be done. 
I would rather give a Gentleman too little Hope than too 
much, and diſpoſe him to fear the worſt, than to exped 
the belt of the Enterprizc. For thus he will receive a Balk 
with leſs Surprize, and if he ſucceeds an ExpeQation will 
enhance the Value of the Favour. Tire not his Patience 
with tedious put-offs, nor Torture him between Hope 


and Fear; put him out of Pain fo ſoon as you can, and 


let him know what he has to truſt to; when Fortune 
is unkind, it's a Satisfaction to know how far ſhe can af- 
frontus, and a Man is in ſome reſpe& Happy, who ſees 
the laſt Extent of his Miſery. _ 


VI. 


Some People over -· rate their Merit to ſuch a monſtrous 
Height, that they preſs forward upon every Appearance 
of Profit, and fancy they are rarely equip'd for every 
Place of Advantage of Honour that falls in the Court; 
and upon this Perſwaſion they beg hard for the Employ- 
ment. Nothing is able to diſcourage them from the Pur- 
fait, neither the Greatneſs of the Competitors, -nor the 
number of their Rivals. Are they baulk'd, the next Day 
they return to the Charge; they rally after the Defeat, 
and grow imperious and menacing upon a Denial; they 
will hector and ſtorm their Prince out of the Privilege of 
piacing his Favours where he thinks fit, and plague him 
into a Compliance: But if he yields not to their Impor- 
tuni:y, they leave the Court in a Pet, and ſtrike in with 
a Faction. | | 

Firſt he ſets up for a mighty Patriot, and pretends 3 
great Concern for his Country, then hedeſcants upon the 
Advantages of Liberty, and runs thro” all the Branches 
of Property; in his way he has a fling at the Preroga- 
tive, and ſets the Subject above the Sovereign. Theſe 
Ditcaveries work upon the Rabble, who conſtitute him 
Guardian of their Privileges, they give themſelyes vp — 
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his ConduQ, and for a Pledge of their blind Obedience 
preſent him with their * and Underſtanding; he is 
the only Patriot in the Nation, he alone ftanas in the 


Gap, and oppoſes arbitrary Deſigns and Prerogative In- 


novations; the Atlas that ſullains Liberty, and defends 
Property againſt Court Encroachments. In fine, he is 
baptized the Proteſtant Peer, as if the Houſe of Lords 
were compos'd of Papiils or Infidels, and all the Prote- 
ſtant Gentry of the Realm wete ſhip'd away for Barba- 
does or New England. | 

Now has this Man more Zeal for his Country, or 
more Religion than his Neighbour ? Not at all; his 
Concern is Intereſt, and his Religion Mask and Artitice; 
his Vanity at Court exceeded his Force, and his Merit or 
Fortune kept not Pace with his Ambition; the Wind 
blew in his Teeth, and now he tacks about, and makes 
for a Republick. Now theſe popular Men, theſe Men 
of Applauſe have too thirds of a Traitor; and I take it 
for a general Rule, that he is no good Subject who runs 
away with the Heart of the vulgar, their IntelleQuals 
x too weak, or their Paſſions too ſtrong to diſtingaiſh 

ruth. | 

But in Sincerity, tho' this Practice be ordinary, has it 
any thing of Reaſon or Chriltianity ? A private Gentle- 
man ſhall place his Favours as he thinks beſt, anda King 
ſhall be barr'd with Freedom? Shall Privilege quite over- 
ſhade Prerogative? And the Servant be more abſolute 
than his Maſter ? Shall Authority be a Minor, and Sub- 
jection be of Age? It is hard, methinks that a King can't 
chooſe Servants as well as his Subjects, and that he ſhall 


be leſs becauſe he is greater. 


Beſides the Apoſtle commands us to obey our Su- 
periours as God's Vicegerents, not only when they 
ſtroak, but when they ſtrike ns, not only for Intereſt, 
but for Conſcience ſake. So that our appealers to 
the People are not only bad Subje&s, but worſe 
Chriſtians : They tranſgreſs the Laws of the Goſpel to- 
ether with thoſe of the Land, and altho' they keep off 
om human Juſtice, they will ſcarcely withdraw from 

ivine. | 


Step not into thoſe Irregularities, tho? they are receiv'd 


with the Applauſe of the Crowd, and huzza'd home 
With all the Pomp of a Roman Oration, they are un- 


juſtifiable - 
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juſtifiable before God, and ſober Men. Receive a Fa- 
vour with Thanks, and bear a Repulſe with Patience. 
Tho? a Prince be unkind, you muſt not be undutifal ; his 
Failures are no cover for yours. An abuſe of Power, ne- 
ver juſtifies Diſobedienc 15 W 


Men aim at Happineſs in all their purſuits, but gene- 
rally they miſtake the Means. Such a Place in Court 
| (cries one) ſuch a Poſt in the Army (ſays another) fits 
my Temper to a Hair, put me into bat, and I ſhall be 
more happy than a Monarch; 1 will for the future check ſ: 
my Deſires, and forſwear wiſbing. This puts mein p 
mind of the famous Dialogue between King Pyrrbut and tt 
Favourite Cyneas. May I be ſo bold, Sir, (ſaid the Philo- 01 
ſopher)-as to as, what you pretend to in all your Enterpri- th 
zes? When will you End? Or do you know what you would iſ (! 
be at? I am wow (replied the King) for the Conqueſt of 
Italy, then to Sicily there is a ſhort cut, and Africa lies in ni 
my way home: When I bave brought theſe Deſigns to a hap- i 
py Concluſion, we'll live merrily. But why, (anſwer'd C- th 
neat) will you purchaſe at ſo vaſt an Expence of Money 
and Men a —_ Life, which you may buy at a cheaper Pe 
Rate? Stop your Deſires, uſe what yon poſſeſs, and the Buſi- bu 
neſi is done. . | 
Amerry Life is the End of our Labour, as well as of If fri 
this Pagan King, and the Reaſon why ſo few Courtiers 54. 
enjoy what they all ſo paſſionately pant after, is, becauſe let 
they rather follow his Example, than the Philoſophers J. 
_ Counſel. Thoſe who wiſh for what they have not, for- fin 
" * feit the Enjoyment of what they have; when they defire Re 
eagerly, they hope too faſt, and are hair'd by Fear: Now 
a Man may as ſoon be eaſie on the Wheel, as happy be- and 
tween theſe two Paſſions. Put a juſt Term to your Wiſh- of 
es, and when you have touch'd it, make a Stand. It's fan 
both. fickle and ſervile to overlook the Fortune before I Cle: 
you, and long for that which is not in your Power. To I Te 
lay you will puſh for ſuch a Station, is to ſay you will be I {ery 
a Slave, that you will lay your Content at the Mercy of Ida 
Hazard, and by conſequence be Miſerable. If you give I nef 
way to Nature, you will ſpend all your time in Pretenſi- mig 
ons, and leave not a Moment for Enjoyment. - Happi- I brut 
neſs only begins when Wiſhes end; and he that han» oO 
kers after more, enjoys nothing. 777 | 
Beſides, 
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Beſides, Sir, it's ten to one that if our Deſires tower 
too high, we ſhall uſe foul Means, if fair will not raiſe 
us: For when Paſſion becomes clamorous and importune, 
the Whiſpers of Reaſon are either not heard, or not re- 
garded. Who is bent upon a thing, will have it with- 
out boggling at the Notions of Right or Wrong. Haman 
would bring Mardocbheus upon his Knees, and becauſe he 
would not creep, he muſt hang; Revenge could find no 
Crime, but Calumny ſoon forg'd one. Now to rife by 
Crimes, is to pay too dear for the Elevation, ten Thou- 
ſand Pounds is the fixt Price of a Title. Why will you 
purchaſe one at the Price of Heaven? In fine, Sir, -all 
the Glory, all the Worth of the Univerſe will not hold 
out to the length of Pride and Covetouſneſs, and ſeeing 
they are too little to ſatiate our Deſires, they ſhould not 
(methinks) be big enough to provoke 'em. LS 

I poſtpone Grandure to Conſcience, and time to Eter- 
nity; Goodneſs is your Buſineſs, not Greatneſs; you 
were made for Heaven, not for the Court, let that be 
the End of all your Actions, and the Goſpel the Rule; 
Profit mult not regulate your Conduct, but Juſtice: 
Perchance you may not thrive ſo well in this World, 
but you will fare better for it in the other; There, not 
Title, but Vertue makes the diſtinction. A Thief with 
true Repentance will go from the Gallows into Abra- 
ham's Boſom, and a vicious Prince into Hell. In ſhort, 
let your Converſation be eaſie, your Temper ſweet, and 
your Piety unaffected. I will not overcharge you (con- 
tinu'd Exſebins) with Precepts; Time, Prudence, and 
Reflection will ſupply the reſt. | 

Lean. I return a thouſand Thanks for your Charity, 
and own my ſelf indebted to Providence for the Favour 
of this Conference. The Scales of Prejudice and Igno- 
rance are fallen from my Eyes, and things appear in a 
clearer Light. Iam convinc'd that all ſublunary Objects 
are thin, ſuperficial, and empty, and that nothing de- 
ſerves my Heart, but he that made it. Had our Yeſter- 
day's Club been ſo fortunate, as to have enjoy'd the Be- 
nefit of this Entertainment, I fancy your Inſtruction 
might have awaken'd their Conſciences, and daſh'd their 
brutiſh Pleaſure with Gall and Vinegar. But alas! 
poor Creatures, they walk in the dark, and place their 
Affections at Random; they never conſult . 

| | | ate 
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juſtifiable before God, and ſober Men. Receive a Fa- 
vour with Thanks, and bear a Repulſe with Patience. 
Tho? a Prince be unkind, you muſt not be undutiful; his 


Failures are no cover for yours. An abuſe of Power, ne- 


ver juſtifies Diſobedience. 6 
Men aim at Happineſs in all their purſuits, but ene- 


rally they miſtake the Means. Such a Place in Court 


(cries one) ſuch a Poſt in the Army (ſays another) fits 
my Temper to a Hair, put me into that, and I ſhall be 
more happy than a Monarch; 1 will for the future check 
my Deſires, and forſwear wiſbing. This puts me in 


mind of the famous Dialogue between King Pyrrbut and 


Favourite Cyneas. May I be ſo bold, Sir, (ſaid the Philo- 
ſopher)-as zo ask, what you pretend to in all your Enterpri- 
zes? When will you End? b, do you know what you would 
be at? I am wow (replied the Kiog) for the Conqueſt of 
Italy, ben zo Sicily there is a ſhort cut, and Africa lies in 
my way home : When I have brought theſe Deſigns to a hap- 
py Concluſiun, we'll live merrily. But why, (anſwer'd Cy- 
neat) will you purchaſe at ſo vaſt an Expence of Money 


and Men a ry Life, which you may buy at a cheaper 


Rate? Stop your 
neſi is done. 3 
Amerry Life is the End of our Labour, as well as of 
this Pagan King, and the Reaſon why ſo few Courtiers 
enjoy what they all ſo paſſionately pant after, is, becauſe 
they rather follow his Example, than the Philoſophers 
Counſel. Thoſe who wiſh for what they have not, for- 


eſires, uſe what yon poſſeſs, and the Buſi- 


ſeit the Enjoyment of what they have; when they deſire 


eagerly, they hope too faſt, and are hair'd by Fear: Now 
a Man may as ſoon be eaſie on the Wheel, as happy be- 
tween theſe two Paſſions. Put a juſt Term to your Wiſh- 
es, and when you have touch'd it, make a Stand. It's 
both. fickle and ſervile to overlook the Fortune before 
you, and long for that which is not in your Power. To 
oy you will puſh for ſuch a Station, is to ſay you will be 
a Slave, that you will lay your Content at the Mercy of 
Hazard, and by conſequence. be Miſerable. If you give 
way to Nature, you will ſpend all your time in Pretenſi- 
ons, and leave not a Moinent for Enjoyment. Happi- 
neſs only begins when Wiſhes end; and he that han- 


Beſides, 


ers after more, enjoys nothing. 
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Beſides, Sir, it's ten to one that if our Deſires tower 
too high, we ſhall uſe foul Means, if fair will not raiſe 
us: For when Paſſion becomes elamorous and importune, 
the Whiſpers of Reaſon are either not heard, or not re- 
garded. Who is bent upon a thing, will have it with- 
out boggling at the Notions of Right or Wrong. Haman 
would bring Mardocheus upon his Knees, and becauſe he 
would not creep, he muſt hang; Revenge could find no 
Crime, but Calumny ſoon forg'd one. Now to rife by 
Crimes, is to pay too dear for the Elevation, ten Thou- 
ſand Pounds is the fixt Price of a Title. Why will you 
purchaſe one at the Price of Heaven? In fine, Sir, all 
the Glory, all the Worth of the Univerſe will not hold 
out to the length of Pride and Covetouſneſs, and ſeeing 
they are too little to ſatiate our Deſires, they ſhould not 
(methinks) be big enough to provoke 'em. 

poſtpone Grandure to Conſcience, and time to Eter- 
nity; Goodneſs is your Buſineſs, not Greatneſs; you 
were made for Heaven, not for the Court, let that be 
the End of all your Actions, and the Goſpel the Rule; 
Profit muſt not regulate your Conduct, but Juſtice: 
Perchance you may not thrive ſo well in this World, 
but you will fare better for it in the other; There, not 


| Title, but Vertue makes the diſtinction. A Thief with 


true Repentance will go from the Gallows into Abra- 
ham's Boſom, and a vicious Prince into Hell. In ſhort, 
let your Converſation be eaſie, your Temper ſweet, and 
your Piety unaffeted. I will not overcharge you (con- 
tinu'd Exſebins) with Precepts; Time, Prudence, and 
Reflection will ſupply the reſt. 

Lean. I return a thouſand Thanks for your Charity, 
and own my ſelf indebted to Providence for the Favour 
of this Conference. The Scales of Prejudice and Igno- 
rance are fallen from my Eyes, and things appear in a 
clearer Light. I am convinc'd that all ſublunary Objects 
are thin, ſuperficial, and empty, and that nothing de- 
ſerves my Heart, but he that made it. Had our Veſter- 
day's Club been ſo fortunate, as to have enjoy'd the Be- 
nefit of this Entertainment, I fancy your Inſtruction 
might have awaken'd their Conſciences, and daſh'd their 
brutiſh Pleaſure with Gall and Vinegar. But alas! 
poor Creatures, they walk in the dark, and place their 
AﬀeQions at Random; they never conſult * 
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hate by Caprice, and love by Hazard. A dazling Sur- 

face runs away with the Underſtanding, and commits a 

n the Will, and they will not underſtand, that 

nan eternal Puniſhment treads upon the Heels of a tranſi- 
tory Pleaſure. 

3 ſpoke with ſuch an Emphaſis, that his Con- 
cern ſpark led in his Face. Euſebius embrac'd him with 
the Tenderneſs of a Father, and diſmiſt him with this 

Farewel; Dear Sir, ſuffer me to end with our Bleſſed 
Saviour, 50% are heal'd, now fin uo more, leſt God take 
you away in flagrante, and leave not a Moment between 
the Offence and the Puniſhment. 
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PUBLISHERs 
_ Epiſtle Dedicatory 


GENTRY. 


GENTLEMEN, b 


Make bold to ſue for a Third Audi- 
ence, which I preſume you'll not re- 
fuſe me. I have no Deſign either 
upon your Kitchin, or your Purſe ; 

IG 9 and will neither tempt your Chari- 
— ty, or importune your Liberality. 1 | 
wait upon you to Give, not to Ant; and expect no 4 

| 


Reward for my Preſent, but a civil Reception. 
Atheiſm, that grand Plague of the Living, and 
Torment of the Dead, rages in our Iſland : Now 
being ſolicitous for your Safety, and apprehenſive 
of your Danger, I humble offer this Conference as 
a Amulet againſt the Contagion; the? it prove 
bot an infallible Remedy againſt the Evil, lam 
ure 
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ſure it can do you no Harm: And then it hay 

Cheapneſs, a moſt enticing Quality to recommend 

it. The Diſeaſe is eaſily catch'd, not eaſily re- 

moy'd : So that a Preſervative is more reaſonable 
than a Reſtorative. + Fes 

Indeed thoſe People whoſe Buſineſs is confin'd 

to their Lodgings, who live out of Sight, and ra- 

ther work than ſport themſelves down, are almoſt 
below the Danger. But you move in a more 

elevated Sphere, you are deſign'd for Commerce, MW 1 

and Converſation; your Cobiond draw you from e 

Retirement, and your Diverſions call you into Ml 7 

Company. . 0 

Now when lufection becomes Epidemical, W 2 

Crowds grow more dangerous than Solitude; and WW ”: 

it may be preſum'd, that among a Multitude ſome WW { 

carry the Tokens, and perhaps the Plague-Sores P. 

upon them. It's therefore extreamly hard for Il tt 

' Geiitlemen, who are eternally infeſted with Squa- ſo 

drons of Spungers, who are haunted by:Parafit | 

that muſt fawn to live; and generally diſcourſe I cer 

more feelingly on the Excellency of a Ragouſt, th. 

than of God or Religion. I ſay it's hard in ſuch I Re 

a Confluence, to eſcape the Breath of an Atheiſt, M 

who by the Aſſiſtance of a voluble Tongue, and I 819 

2 good Forehead, is able to ſcatter the Diſtemper ; co 

and if it once faſtens on the Heart, it immediately 

poſts to the Head; and when theſe noble Parts 

have imbib d the Contagion, it's odds, the Diſeaſe 

either carries you off, or at leaſt waits on you to 
the Grave. i 1 

Beſides, Curioſity and Pleaſure invite you to 

the Play-bouſe, from whence you adjourn to the 

Tavern. Now both theſe Places are Infectious. 

There,” Atheiſm is brooded, hatch'd Here. The 

Tenets are learnt in the Boxes, and practis d at the 

next Rendezvous: When Vertue is laſh'd on the 

Stage before you, and Vice recommended: When 
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; you ſee Villanies carry off Applauſe, and Morali- 
| ty Confuſion. When you hear Religion revil'd, 
; and the very Author of it blaſphem'd by ſome, and 
» W ridicuPd by others: In Time neither will ſtand 
very fair in your Eſteem: You will be ſhrewdly 
| tempted to think thoſe Things cannot be very ſe- 
- W rious, nor holy, when Men publickly make Uſe of 
them for Subjects of Merriment and Profanation. 
0 But then when you ſtrike off from the Pit to the 
„ Eating-Houſe, ſurrounded with a Tribe of Hang- 
mers on, as ſlenderly provided of Religion as Mo- 
o WM ney, what lewd Comments do theſe Rakes make 
on the Text? How do they ſnarl at Providence, 
l, and glance upon the Divinity with an hundred In- 
id MW nuendo's, which muſt be ſtamp'd with Wit (for- 
ne ſooth) becauſe they are profane? Now theſe Blaſ- 
es pphemies at a full Table, and over fuller Cups; when 
or the Spirits are flaſh'd, and warm'd, i. e. when Rea- 
a. fon is fetter'd, and Senſuality let looſe, firſt meet 
with Applauſe, and then with Approbation; for 
5 certainly Men are never more diſpos d to deny God, 
ſt, than whilſt they offend him; nor to take leave on 
ch Religion, than when they have loſt their Wits. 
iſt, Again, tho' we live in a degenerate Age, Reli- 
nd gion has not loft all Reputation. A Man may go 
er; to Church without being gazd upon for a Monſter, 
ely hilſt Atheiſm ſeems at leaſt to live under the dif- 
rts eſteem of the Publick. Now to ſtrengthen their 
ak Party, Atheiſts have Gentlemen in their Eye: 
to They hope for Safety under your Protection, and 
Credit too under the Wings of your Authority: 
to Hence they employ a hundred little Artifices to 
the juggle you out of your Faith, and to hare you into 
ous. Religion, and indeed you have a mighty Influence 
The over the Vulgar; they model their Judgment by 
the jours; your Averſion is the Standard of © theirs, 
the and what you approve they dare not condemn. 
hen From you they take Faſhions, Breeding, and even 
- Religion. 
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Religion. So that I wonder not Atheiſts aim at 
you: the Conqueſt of one Noble Man may be term d 
Legion; for his Surrender (like that of Metrapolis) 
draw in the whole Province. 
Moreover, God has favour'd you with Eſar's 
Bleiſing; the Fat of the Land is part of your In- 
heritance, and by Conſequence, Honours, Pleaſures, 
and Eſteem ; the common Sequels of Abundance. 
You run ſmoothly before the Wind, and fail on 
with a proſperous Gale. Your Halcyon Days run 
through the whole Year; Earth. Winds, and Men, 
drudge for your Satisfaction and Intereſt. You 
confute Fob's Aphoriſm, Man's born to labour, and 
demonſtrate by Practice, that Sport is the proper 
Employment of Gentlemen. 
Now Proſperity is heady, it intoxicates, tho it 
delights; and not only daſhes ont the Memory of 
Things paſt, (like the River Leche) but (what is 
more ſtupendious) 'of thoſe that are to come. 
Men are fo taken up with the Charms of the Pre- 
ſent, that they have little Time, and a leſs Incli- 
nation to caſt away a Thought on the Contempla- 
tion of the Future; they love not to withdraw 
their Eyes from the pleaſing Objects of this Life, 
to fix them on the skaring Proſpe& of the other: 
And without doubt, Gentlemen, who have Plea- 
ſures before them would be as little diſpos'd to en- 
joy them, as Dionyſius the Tyrant, did they refle& 
what Torments ſtand behind them. 
When therefore Things glide on ſucceſsfully 
Here, it's very natural to Jay afide all Concern of 
the Future: And if we judge the bad Things of ano- 
ther World, thwart the Enjoyment of the good 
Things of this; we ſhall firſt wiſh there were no 
ſuch Place, and then from wiſhing a Thing were 
not, to believe it is not, is but a' veiy ſhort Tra- 
Jcct, for the Will and the Judgment ſeldom difi- 
gree, and if once you lop off the laſt Article N 
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the Creed Vitam æternam, you mult throw out the 


firſt, Credo in Deum. | | 

'Tho* Gentlemen lie open to theſe Temptations, 
I do not ſay they are always overcome; ſome bear 
up with Courage againſt the Aſſault, and force 
theſe lewd Suggeſtions to retire. I know Perſons 
of Quality, whoſe Vertnes are more noble, than 


their Blood. Providence ſeems to have made them 


Great, that they might appear more ſuperlatively 
Good. Like the Sun, they ſcatter their benign In- 
fluence on all below them, and thoſe they cannot 
warm with their Munificence, they enlighten with 
their Example. But however the Event of War is 
doubtful, and the Danger certain: Where Tem- 
ptation reigns, there's no Place for Security; and 
therefore by the Laws of Prudence you are bound 
to take the beſt Precautions: Vou cannot be too 
ſure when Eternity lies at Stake. 

I preſent you with a Conference in which you 
will ſee the Latitudinarian non pluſt, and the Athe- 
iſt diſarr'd. You may eaſily defend your ſelves a- 
gainſt theſe Sects, with thoſe Weapons Euſebius 
over-threw their two Abettors, Arioviſtus and Theo- 
machns, and if you will but take the Pains to ba- 
lance the Lightneſs of their Defence, with the 
Weight of their Impudence; you'll rather pity their 
Sillineſs, than apprehend their Reaſons. 
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PREF A CF 


READER 


Dear ReEapeR, 5 
Oper to your Peruſal, the Second Part of the 
So . is 8 It's p Treati « 
= £4inſt Atheiſm. I it may be profitable ; . 
l ] am ſure it is — 77 2 to pre- 2 
pare for a Defence, when the Enemy has gain d the Walls 5 
When the Plague rages, and Death ſits at every Door, 3%. 
it's Time to think of an Amulet. In a public Dan- bef 
ger, Nature Commiſſuns every Subject to fight for is 5 
Prince and Country, Unuſquiſq; naturaliter eſt Miles.  ,, - 
Duty Arms us, and Allegiance enters our Names in the I / 
Muſter-Rolls. God lies under the moſt vile Circumſtan- 
ces of Infult and Outrage. Libertines make bold with his 
moſt ſacred Attributes; they burleſque his Mercy, lan- 
poon his Juſtice, and ridicule bis Omnipotence, whilf 
Atheiſts attack his very Being, and fly in the Face of his 
Divinity. And ſhall a Chriſtian ſtand an idle Spectator 
at ſo bold, ſo daring an Inſolence ? For what were Ig 
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made, but to ſpeak on ſuch provoking Occaſions? Silence 
is Criminal as well as Neutrality, and not to ſtand up 
in our Maker's Defence when Atheiſts rifle his Majeſty, 
and rally upon his Omnipotence is to band againſt him. 

Some perchance may ſtand up and tell me, that Trea- 

tiſes of this Nature are not calculated for our Meridi- 
an. That they may be uſeful to the wild Patagons of 
America, or the ſtupid Hotentots of the Cape, hut 
that Atheiſm is ſo great a Stranger to our Nation, that 
we are forc'd to fetch a Word from Greece to expreſs 
it. We are rather oppreſsd with the Light of a Deity 
than want it. We walk in the Sunſhine of Knowledge ; 
not the Obſcurity of Ignorance. And whilſt we tole- 
rate all Religion, it's ridiculous to ſuppoſe we have 
none. 
But under Favour (Gentlemen) we need not ſail ta 
the Megalanian Streights, nor cut the burning Line 
to find an Atheiſt. Theſe Monſters breed nigher Home; 
they ſpawn on our Shoar; they thrive in our Climate, 
and like the Egyptian Locuſts over-run the Country : So 
that they are become an univerſal Nui ſance to the Sub- 
jet, and a Plague to the Realm. Stupidity and Edu- 
cation may plead for poor American Atheiſt at God's 
Tribunal; but cannot for ours. Theſe are hatcht in the 
Stews, and nursd in the Play-houſe; they take their 
Birth from Debauchery, and Growth from barefacd 
Malice. They paſs thro the whole Alphabet of Crimes 
before they touch this Non plus ultra of Impiety. 

Se, Auſtin complains theſe Vermin plagu'd his Age 
4s it does ours, but yet they lay under Diſcipline, — 
walb d abroad incognito, and ſculk'd under Diſguiſe, 
ideo dixit in corde ſuo non eſt Deus, quia hoc ne- 
mo audet dicere, etiam ſi fuerit auſus cogitare. 
But nom the Scene is — Atheiſm ſtands no more 
on Reſervedmeſs ;, it ſcorns to lie under the Reproach of 
Reſtraint, '-or the Shame of Confinement; it has laid 
down the Vizard, and appears in publick not only with- 
out Fear; but even with Impudence. Other F ices retire 

voy Q 3 into 
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into Darkneſs and Solitude, like Bats, or Screech-Ow | 
they range in the Night; but Atbeiſm,braves it at Noon- 
Day; and ſo is turn d into æ Mid-Day Devil, Dæmo- 
nium Meridianum. 8 „ 

It bas remov d it's Lodgings from the Stews and Bag- 
nio's, and other publick Scenes of Lewdneſs to the Court. 
It has wheed'd into its Party, not only the Rakes, but 
the Poets alſo, who, lite Slaves at the Oar, drudge 


for the Cauſe : They rhime down Piety, and then laugh. 


Religion out of Countenance to turn it out of Doors. They 
draw in all the Succours imaginable, but Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience : So that one would think they intended a general 
| Invaſion upon Religion; and reſolve to force Morality 
into an Abdication, | » 

In King David's Reign an Atheiſk made a poor 
Figure, he was content to wear the Cap and Bau- 
ble; his Ambition look'd no higher than the Poſt 
of Scharamouch, dicit inſipiens in Corde ſuo non 
eſt Deus. And indeed all Mankind, together with 
the Royal Prophet, voted him the Station: But it ſeems 
we have learnt new Notions of Wit and Wiſdom. ſince 
the Berg of our Anceſtors: What went in their Days 
for Stupiaity and Folly; by the Hocus Pocus of a new 
Creation, ſtarts up Ingenuity and Reaſon in ours. The 
moſt dull Creatures that dares diſomn his Maker, is dubb'd 
a Virtuoſo, and without any other Tryal of bis Abilities 
commences Doctor in the Academy of Rakes : For theſe 
Men having now uſurpd the Bench; they fit upon Mit, 
Breeding, and Religion : Their Judgment 1s the Standard 
of Senſe, and Scale of Nobility : Ss that whoever dayes 
but defie God without Remorſe, without Shame, is 4 
ſhrewd Man, a Perſon of Parts, and a Gentleman 
without the Help of Heraldry, a Peer without the King's 
Patent; nay, he is every Thing but a Mn. 

I wonder what they drive at, if they deſign to ſpread 
a Varniſh on the Face of Vice, to turn Lewdneſs imo 
Vertue, and Brutality into Diverſim': their Plot is well 
laid, their Meaſures are juſt; and Succeſs muſt. 
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their Endeavours : For if God be daſbd out of the Creed, 
Morality will ſoon abandon our Aftions. Man will ſtand 
on the ſame Ground with Beaſts: Reaſon will varniſh 
into Senſe, and ſo we ſhall fall below the Level of our own 
Species. Power will decide Right, Intereſt will define Ho- - 
neſty, and Revenge pronounce upon Honour, and then, like 
diſmantled Towns, we ſhall lie open to all the Inroads of 
Inſolence, and to all the Aſſaults of Vice. Is not this a 
fine Method to cut off all the Lines of Communication be- 
tween Man and Man? To throw all Government off of 
the Hinges ? To drown Order in a Sea of Confuſion? To 
ſtock the Nation with thieving Arabians, and to let looſe 

pon our Bodies, an Army of Bloody Tartars- b 

And indeed our Atheiſts have Reaſon to crow; their 
Trick has taken to Admiration. Debauchery ſpreads 
ſo faſt, that the Infection is become Epidemical, it"s a- 
ode Expreſſion ; God ſend it be not alſo paſt Cure | One 
would think Circe had ſlipp'd her magical Potions bither, 
Transformations are ſo ordinary ; and what raiſes my 
Suſpicion is, becauſe they all end in the Beaſt, and mot 
in the Swine. : 

*Tis hard to aſſign the genuine Cauſe of this extrava- 
gant and unreaſonable Vice. One told me, he was of 
Opinion, that our Natives had waſted it hither from the 
Indies, and that theſe Barbarians bad bartered their 
Infidelity for our Engliſh Ware. Certainly our Seamen 
carry abroad a ſmall Cargo of Religion, and a leſs of Con- 
ſcience : Both are a troubleſome kind of Lading, and of 
no Debate ; We muſt not wonder then, if a Crew ſlenderly 
provided of both, loſe ſome Grains in the Traject, and more 
in thoſe Regions where they ſee none. The African In- 
fidelity may tincture their Hearts, as the African San 
tanns their Faces, and then at their Return, they may 
lade the Atheiſm of Guiny with its Gold. Tho” theſe 
575 Mariner, may fling the Infection among the 
Mob, they cannot reach thoſe who move in 4 higher 
> Goa But Swains-lie too far out of Sight, to in- 

uence the Nobility ; they are Creatures of too ſmall a 
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Size to ſet up a Faſhjon, too deſpicable to deſerve Imitd- 
tion. | 
Is certain nothing has contributed more to the Im- 
prove ment of Atheiſm than the Liberty of the Preſs ; 
lite Pandora's Box, it has poured out all the Plagnes of 
Schiſm, that for theſe hundred Tears have plagu d the 
Nation. They ſwarm in every Corner, and are become 
beth a Drudge, and Grievance. Like Toad-ſtools they 
ſtart up in a Night, and what Wonder ? Nature huddles 
upin a Moment, thoſe Iuſects that ſpring from Stench, 
and feed on Corruption: They are for the moſt part abor- 
tive Embrio's, without Shape, without Figure, but not 
without Poiſon. _ 4. 
The Preſs however is now 4 Branch of our Property, 
and a Part of our darling Liberty; we think our ſelves 
fetter'd, unleſs we have the Freedom to ſnarl at the Pre- 
rogati vc, to vomit Blaſphemies againſt God, and to 
revile Religion and Morality; and then that our Crimes 
may be immortal, and infect future Ages, as well as 
the preſent, they muſt appear in Print, to out face Mo- 
deſty, and ſtare Vertue, Religion, and Obedience out of 
Countenamce. Certainly theſe People fancy | Ignorance 
and Wickedneſs are charming Qualifications, why elſe 
do they take ſuch Pains to ſtand Fools and -Debauchees 
upon Record? 133 n 
Alas! their Deſign looks another Way; would they 
content themſelves with the Honour of Fools or Debaw 
chees, we would let them carry off the Prize ;, but they 
level at Piety, they ſtrike at Religion, and aim by Refie- 
ctien at the Almighty: And that their Train may tale, 
and their Poiſon work with Efficacy, tis gilt over with 
ſofe Language, ſwimming Expreſſions, chiming Periods, 
i. e. they blend Toes with Poiſon to male the Potion 
ftronger. Smut and Baudery are fulſome Objects in their 
own Dreſs, they rather work upon the Stomach than the 
Mill, and are fitter for Scavingers than Gentlemen; when 
a little Art caſts 4 Blanch over their Foulneſs, and wails 
their Deformity, they enchant Senſe, and ſtupiſy * ; 
| | the 
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the Monſter withdraws, and the Sound affefts the Ear, 
whilſt the Object lays hold of the Heart: Indeed ſome 
ſtand upon no Ceremony, they draw the Statues of ſcan- 


dalous Amours, not in Buſto, but at length, without 4 
Fig leaf to cover their Nakedneſs. They appear under 
all Shapes, and in all Poſtures, but thoſe of Decency. What. 
Vertue can ſtand out again#t ſuch murdering Engines? 


Theſe Objects make Inroads upon the Fancy, they fire the 
Blood, and put the Humours in an Uproar; they fit the 
Reader for any Villany, and what is worſe, point out the 
Occaſion; nay, our Authors ſtand not in Univerſals, 
they deſcend in Particulars. They diſſect Brutality, and 
expoſe Anatomy to View, and Contemplation, which is 
a ſhrewd Argument their Writings are only Copies, and 
that the Actions are the true Originals. 


Ia a Word, the whole Fry of our modern Pamphleteers 


ſeems to have conſpir d againſt Vertue and Godlineſs, 
they canonixe Vice, and deify Uncleanneſs; and by this 
Means they have run down Sobriety, and ſet up Incon- 
tinence; 45 have brought Libertiniſm into Credit, and 
Morality into Contempt; and Things are come to ſuch 
a Condition, that Conſcience lies under all the Dreads 
of Reproach, and Apprehenſions of Infamy. 

Now when the Agenda of Religion are laid aſide, 
the Credenda will ſoou be diſmiſsd, as Uſeleſs and 
Cumberſome. A Man that bas but the Boldneſs to charge 
thro' all the Terrors of the World, in good Time will 
laugh at them; and then becauſe God takes not off Sin- 
ners in Flagrante, but leave ſome Tears between the 
Crime and the Puniſhment, he will be apt enough to con- 
clude he is a meer Bugbear of our own Creation. To be 
ſhort, the Preſs has not only effeminated the Mind, but 
unprincipl d the Underſtanding, and therefore fitted us 
for all Diſſolution. A Man without Principle is a Crea- 
ture without Reſtraint ;, he is all Senſe, all Appetite, 
all Beaſt, and, in fine, all Monſter. | 
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© DIALOGVE I 
How Theomachus became an Atheiſt, ſet down as a Cau- 
ion for all young Gentlemen. 24 21th 
HE next Morning Neander took Coach, 
and drove directly to Enfebius's Lodg- 
f ings. He walk'd up Stairs, and found his 
Friend in his Cloſet. Good Morrow 


F 
, 


aid Neander) laſt Night I brought you 


— one — — 


the Challenge, and now 1 am come to carry 
you to your Antagoniſt. I hear he is ſtrangely flaſh'd'up- 
with Hopes of Victory, and has call'd in ſome Friends to 
de Spectators of his TI riamph. on 
Euſeb. Atheiſts, like young Narciſſus's, dote on their 
own Abilities; and becauſe they are more proud than 
we, they very wiſely conclude they are more witty. But 
(Neander) thoſe who talk mb(t, do not always talk beſt. 
peak ing and Reaſoning are not always of the ſame Side; 
that lies within the Verge of a Fool, and this is the Pre- 
ropative of a wiſe Man. But pray why fo carly this 
Morning? Atheiſts and Libertines are now in their firſt. 
Sleep ; they are perfect Sybarites, and never open their 
Curtains till the Sun has drove over the Meridian: So 
that they live no lefs extravagantly than they believe: 
Their Actions croſs upon Nature, as well ay their Faith 
on Reaſon. But indeed we muſt fling in ſome Grains of 
Allowance; for whereas other Men fleep to refreſh Na- 
ure, Atheiſts fleepto work out a Debauch. And as they 
tink poor Reafon affeep, ſo they ſleep it awake, = this 
1 FE Opera 
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Operation requires Time. I have read that the Morning 


Heats are admirable for Tranſpiration, they ſupply the 
Place of a Bagrio, and ſpare both Expence, and Trouble. 
Mead. An Atheiſt cannot croſs your Way, but you are 
preſently on the Spur, you make at him with full ſpeed, 
and ſeldom leave the Chaſe till you are both run down: 
Have you forgot, That Love yer Neighbour as your ſelf, 
takes in both Infidels and Atheiſts too? And that whoſoever 
is. of your Species comes within the Pale ot the Precept. 
Euaſes. I love their Perſons, but cannot be reconciled 
to their Principles; I could heartily pity em, had they 
one Grain of Compaſſion for themſelves; but they are a 
Race of Men, that neither deſire Pity, nor deſerve it; 
they walk on the very Brink of the Precipice, and (tho 


they know the Danger) ſhut their Eyes, that they may 


not ſee it, as if they plac'd their Happineſs in their Ruin. 
In fine, Neander, they ſhall have my Prayers, but not 
my Eſteem. But @ Propos: May I not know my Anta- 
goniſt's Name? I forgot this Query at our laſt Meeting. 
Neand. And really I forgot to acquaint you: He is cal- 
led Theomachus; he is in great Requeſt, and ſpeaks well, 


tho' he believes ill. | 8 
Neand. Why have you any Acquaintance with the 
Gentleman? . 


Eaſeb. I never exchang'd a Word with bim in my Life: 
But a Man muſt have led the Life of a meer Recluſe, not 
to have heard of Theomacbhus: He has been the Town 
Diſcourſe theſe thirty Years ; and never Man has been 
more prais'd, nor more blam'd than he. I have heard a 
thoufand Panegyricks of his Vouth, and as many Satyrs 
of his old Age, that leaves no place for InveQive, nor 
this for Excuſe: For as I have been credibly inform'd, in 
his tender Years he practis'd all Vertues, and fince he be- 
gan to decline, has plung'd himſelf into all Vices: He 
has not only debauch'd himſelf almoſt out of his Eſtate, 
but quite out of his Religion; he turn'd off Chriſtianity 
for Libertiniſm, and from hence ſtept into Atheiſm; ſo 
that, like Lucifer, from an Angel, of Light, he is Meta- 
morphos'd into a Spirit of Darkneſs, and has improv'd 
the Contempt of his Creator into open Rebellion; nay, 
he reads Lectures of Atheiſm to others, and ſo. ſpr 


the Infediop, and makey his own Piſeaſe incurable; 1 


— 
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i the Allurements of Pleaſure are ſo bewitching as to per- 
ſwade a Man in ſpight of Reaſon to live an Atheiſt, Ho- 
nour will puſh the ſitufion farther, and invite him to die 
one. I am ſenſible enough that we are more prone to 
cenſure our Neighbout's Vices, than to take notice of his 
Vertues: Invectives flow more eaſily from us than Pane- 
gyricks; and therefore 1 thought my ſelf oblig'd to ſuſ- 


pend my Judgment of Theomachxs, till I found ſome bet- 


ter Evidence than popular Reports, which oftentimes owe 
their Being to Miſtake or Envy, and their Growth to a 
talkative Humour, and indeed at length I fell by chance 
inthe Company of one of his Friends, who gave me full 
Satisfaction : His Life has ſomething of the Romance, 
but more of the Tragedy; tis fitter to grieve, than to 
divert us, and to melt us into Tears, than into Laugh» 
ter: Time does not preſs; I will (if you pleaſe) run o- 
ver the chief Circumſtances; tho? the Narrative be not 
Diverting, I am ſure it will be Inſtructive: You will 
learn by his ſad Fall, that Man can find no ſure Footing 
here, that Vertue lies within the Reach of Temptation, 
and cannot only be aſſaulted, but overcome. 
Neand. Pray, Sir, favour me with the Relation; In- 
ſtruction is never unſeaſonable, and ſometimes neceſſary, 
eſpecially to young Men, whoſe Nature bends more wil- 
lingly to what is Pleaſant, than what is Lawful, and who 
rather ſpur on their Paſſions than curb em; beſides Ig- 
norance waits on Youth, as well as Preſumption. That 
— the Danger; This provokes it; but both betray us. 
ray begin. | 
22 »Tis a kind of Poſtulatum in Spirituality, that 
Men end as they begin, and die as they live; and in- 
deed Experience teaches as well as Scripture, that the 
laſt AR of our Lives is but a Copy of the firſt. Vertue 
planted in the Spring of Youth, thrives to Admiration; 
it flows in the very Winter of Age, it blooms in the 
Grave, and breaths forth Perfumes when our Bodies ex- 
hale Infection. Now if an early Vertue caſts its Roots 
ſo low, that the Blaſts of impetuous Paſſions are not able 
to ſhake it, Vice certainly will be more laſting; this is 
the Product of our own Soil, like poyſonous Weeds it 
grows without Planting, and in Proceſs of Time winds 
and twilts it ſeF with our very Nature; it ſinks into our 
Bones, and not only conveys the Infection through all 
| the 
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the Humours of the Body, but corrupts the very Facul. 


ties of the: Soul; fo that like chronical Diſtempers, it ac. 


companies us to our Coffins, it fleeps. with us in the 
Grave, and burns with us in Hell. 
Tho! this Rule be univerfal, it admits of ſome Excep. 
tions; who court Sin in their Youth, ſometimes deteſt it 
in their declining Years; aud thoſe who quench the un- 
lawfvi Heats of Lewdneſs in the very Summer of thei: 
Lives, «ce conſum'd by em in the Autumn of their Age; 
even then like Mou Gibel, they are 8 now without, and 
Fire within; and this Providence permits, that the Saint 
may not preſume, nor the Sinner deſpair, St. Pau was 
a Perſecutor before he became an Apoſtle. He made 2 
Martyr in Jeraſalem before be ſuffer'd Martyrdom at 
Rome ; and only propagated Chriſtianity, when firſt he 
conſpir'd its Ruin. What could be more promiſing than 
the Beginning of unfortunate — — ? He receiv'd Power 
over Devils, as well as over Diſeaſes; and commanded 
Natuce whilſt he obey'd his Maſter : But when Avarice 
ey'd upon his Innocence, Treaſon broke in upon his 
Totes, and Deſpair put an End to his -Life, to begin 


the everlaſting Puniſhment of his Offences: But we need 


not run ſo far back into Antiquity for ſach Examples; 
aut Age can leave at leaſt one Preſident to Poſterity in 
the Perſon of unfortunate Theomachns. 
This Gentleman ſeem'd born under ſo happy a Con- 
ſtellation, that all Things conſpir'd to make him a Saint. 
At the Age of Twelve he had the Prudence of a Man of 
Twenty, an Air of Gravity ran thro” all his AQions, fo 
that he had nothing of the Child, but Age and Inno- 
cence. The Seeds of a pions Education ſawn in a Soil 
ſo grateful, could not chuſe but improve almoſt to a Mi- 
racle; and indeed, ſo ſoon as he heard to what End he 
was Created, together with the dread Myſteries of Chri- 
tian Religion; that the Vertues of the Juſt would be 
 Rewarded with an Eternity of Joys; and the Sins of 
the Impions with an Eternity of Torments: He never 
balanc'd* on the Choice, but refolv'd to ſquare his Life 
by the Rule of the Goſpel, and to poſtpane all the Ad- 
Va of Time to thoſe of Eternity. + 
His Conduct wasan Argument that his Reſolution nei- 
ther flow d from Childiſhneſs, nor IgnorAce; he labour d 
to put it in Execution with the ſame Eagerneſs he made 
it 
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it, and he told his Tutor one Day, that to defer the Exe- 
cution of a good Purpoſe, and to break it, was the ſame 
Thing; that a bad Action ſhould never be done, nor a 

ood one ever omitted. He began firſt to model his 
alfons, and puniſh'd *em like Traytors before they were 
able to rebel: He taught em to obey betimes, that they 
might never pretend to Soveraignty, and refus'd them all 
things to baulk their Importunities; ſo that when he 
made his firſt Appearance in the World, and enter'd up- 
on Converſation, he drew all Men's Eyes and Admirati- 
on upon him : He ſeem'd caſt in a quite different Mould. 
than other Men, and wholly exempt from the common 
Curſe of Mankind; he fear'd thoſe Things which others 
hope for, and ran from thoſe yain Amuſements they 
purſue: he Joey his Wealth in the purchaſe of Ver- 
tue, not of Land, and deſpis'd all Honour, but that 
which ſuits with a Chriſtian : He look'd upon his Eſtate 
as a Property of the Poor, and therefore return'd them 
the Overplus 4s a Debt, rather than as a Benevolence; 
and when once a Relation defir'd him to ſhape his Cha- 
rity by the Rule of Diſcretion ; My Neighbour's want 
(reply'd Theomachns) is the Standard of my Alms, and 1 
had rather drive my Liberality too far than too fhort. 
He never withdrew from thoſe Diverſions that recreate 
the Body without endangering the Soul; but then he 
could not be won to countenance a Debauch; and althoꝰ 
this Nicety often expos'd him to the Scoffs and Raillery 
of thoſe young Blades, that rated Pleaſure above their 
Duty; yer he either deteſted their Malice, or pitied their 
Folly, and valued his Innocence+above their Favour. 
We live (ſaid he one Day) in a ſtrange Age, and as 
ſtrange a Kingdom ; we profeſs a Reformation in Reli- 
on, and a Corruption of Manners: We believe what 

Chriſt reyeal'd, and bluſh to practice what he taught: 
His Religion is Alamode, and his Precepts of ho 
out of Faſhion. Surely we pretend to juſtify the Lewd- 
neſs of our Actions, by the Holineſs of our Religion, as 
if true Faith were a Warrant for Immorality. Cannot a 
Man be well bred unleſs he lives ill? Nor.condeſcending 
unleſs he gives up his Title. to Heaven? Can nothing 
oblige a Companion but my Damnation? Nothing in- 
title me to good Behaviour but Impiety? This is cer- 


tainly to confound Ideas, to ſettle falſe Notions, and to 


banter Things out of their Nature. You 
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Vo may eaſily imagine ſuch Lectures of Moralit 
were unpalatable to thoſe young Sparks, who fix their 
Eyes and Thoughts only upon the preſent. They took 
the Alarm, and immediately cry'd out, Gentlemen to your 
Arms. Young Theomachus (ſays one) is valtly preten- 
ding, he ſets up for a Preacher without Holy Orders, 
and enters upon the Miniſtry without Licence. Nay 
(replies another) he joins Inſult to Outrage, Firſt by 


mpeaching our ConduQ, and Secoudly by making In- 


roads on our Prerogative. *Tis a Gentleman's Privilege 
to fin without Reproof, as well as without Scruple, and 
- whoſoever adviſes us of our Duty, tranſgreſſes his own. 
We ſhall be cloy'd with Homilies unleſs we cool his 
Zeal, and ſweeten his moroſe Complexion. I am not 
(fays a third) for being always .upon the Defenſive, we 
muſt make a Diverſion, and carry the War into his own 
Dominions. His Vertue I ſuppoſe is not impregnable ; 
it may either be maſter'd by Force, or ſeiz'd on by Sur- 
prize, and if our Enterprize ſucceed, we ſhall gain a Pro- 
ſelyte, and loſe a Cenſor. The Counſel was receiv'd with 
Applauſe, and preſently they fell to work; they attack'd 
his Reaſon with Wine, and his .Chaſtity with Women: 
But Theomachus vented their Mines before they took 
Fire, and ſo cover'd his Adverfaries with Gonfuſion, and 
himſelf with Glory. Nay, he painted the Foulneſs of 
the Attempt in ſo lively Colours, that he brought over 
ſome to a better Life; and even thoſe he could not per- 
ſuade to repent, he taught to bluſh: And now he had 
obtain'd ſuch a Superiority, that all thofe HeQors who 
could not love him, were forc'd to eſteem him. His 
very Preſence bridled their Paſſions, and kept them 
within the Bounds of Decency, and tho” he could not 
controul their Thoughts, he was abſolute Maſter of their 

Actions. 1 
Tbeomachus run on in this holy Courſe till the thic- 
tieth Year of his Age, reſpected by Men, and precious 
in the Sight of God. Never Man bid fairer for Perſe- 
verance than he; He had kept his Paſſions under ſuch 
ſevere Diſcipline, that they ſeem'd rather dead than 
mortify d; they had obey'd fo long, that they loſt almoſt 
all Defire to command: He lay under the Violence of 
no ill Habits, no criminal Engagements, in fine, he judg'd 
himſelf ſecure when he was within an Ace of his . 
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- His Siſter ( affianc'd to a young Gentleman) invited 
him to her Wedding, ſhe preſ$'d the Invitation wich that 
Earneſtneſs, Theomachus toreſaw ſhe would not return 
with a Denial; he made notwithſlanding ſome Reſiſt- 


ance, and carried on his Excuſes beyond the Laws of Ci- 


vility, for he knew that Meetings devoted to Merri- 
ment, are often profan'd with Lewdneſs, or, at leaſt, that 
Temptation crowds in with Youth and Gallantry, yet 
at length Importunity overcame his Conſtancy, and 
this Piece of innocent Condeſcendence firſt threw him 
upon Temptation, and then tumbled him into the Pre- 
cipice of Libertiniſm and Atheiſm. 1 
Some of his Relations, Men of a gay Temper, were 
own out of Conceit With his Moderation, and Re- 
ervedneſs, and therefore reſoly'd either to bend his Ver- 
tue, or to break it. They hire a Woman, fair as a He- 
len, but lewd as a Meſſaline, ſhe was one of thoſe who 
proſticute their Honour for a fine Equipage, and firſt prey 
on young Gentlemen's Hearts, and then on their Eſtates. 
She was handſomely ſet out for the Employment, and 
well vers'd in all the little Arts of wheedling, nothing 
could be more engaging than her Converſation, her Hu- 
mour was pleaſant, and yet reſerv'd: So that thoſe that 
did not know her, would have taken her for a Veſtal; 
ſhe was well inſtructed in her Part, and promis'd to act 
it to the Life, nor did ſhe fail in the Execution. 
Theomachus on the Day appointed repair'd to his Siſter's 
Lodgings, where he was receiv'd with open Arms; every 
one gave him the welcome, but they ſcrew'd up Civility 
even to AﬀeQation, who had laid the Train to blow up 
his Vertue : And now the deceitful Syrez ] ſpoke of began 


to enter on the Stage. She continually plac'd her lelt . 


defore him, and took him out to dance a Mianet; the 
found Occaſion to entertain him, and ſometimes in pri- 
vate. Theomachus was firſt charm'd with her Converſa- 


tion, then he ſought it, and, in fine, he found an Uneaſi>, 


neſs when he was out of her Company; in a Word, his 
Paſſion made ſuch Progreſs in the Space of two Hours, 

that he was ſcarce able to Maſter it: This Baſelrik had 
hot the Poyſon thro? his Eyes to his Heart, and its Ope- 
nion was ſo quick, that the peltilential Flame almoſt, 
tonſum'd him before. he well knew . the Cauſe of fo 

range an Ae e een himſelf to ſuo- 


mit 
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mit at the Age of Thirty to a Paſſion he had conquer'd 
at Twenty, and concluded that Magick had a greater 
Hand in his Overthrow than Nature, but tis a Folly to 
| e to Philtrums and Incantations thoſe Effects which 

ſpring from our ſelves, and riſe out of our own Cor- 

ruption. IN "> hy 
He endeavoured to pen up his Paſſion within his own 

Breaſt, and fear'd it ſhould take Air, but Love is a Flame 
that cannot be confin'd, it breaks out in ſpite of Oppoſi- 
tion, and works its way through all the Marks of Diſſimu- 
lation: A certain Gloomineſs ſat on his Face, Cheerful- 
neſs gave place to Melancholy, he ſhew'd an Uneaſineſs 
in Company, and a Diſſatisfadion in Solitude, all won- 
dered at the ſudden Alteration, but no Body more than 
himſelf. Some call'd the Diſtemper a Fever, others a 
Weakneſs, but all miſt in their ConjeQures, beſides the 
Viper that ſhot the Poiſon, and the unfortunate Gentle- 

man that receiy'd it. 8 

Theomachus pretended Sickneſs, and ſo withdrew to his 
Lodgings, but he trail'd the Dart after him, it ſtuck in 
his Heart, and he neither had the Courage to difengape 
it, nor Reſdlution enough to ſupport the Torment: He 
hated the Pain, yet doted on the Cauſe of it, and even 
ſeem'd to taſte ſome Happineſs in the very Height of his 

Miſery. But Oh ! when he compar'd his paſt State with 
the preſent, the ſweet Calms of a vertuous Mind with 
the boiſterous Tempeſt of a diſtemper'd one; he thought 
himſelf fallen from Heaven into Hell, and confeſs'd no- 
thing was wanting to compleat his Miſery, but the Eter- 
nity of his Torments. His Fancy drew out a Landskip 
of all the diſmal Conſequences of ſo unruly a Paſſion; 
and Reaſon told him it was time to preyent them; but 
he relied too much on his Virtue, and ſuppos'd it invinei- 
ble, becauſe hitherto he had not been overcome. He 
thought his Power over Paſſion was as abſolute, as God 
oyer the Sea, and if he bid it ſtop within the Bounds of 
Decency and Innocence, it durſt not diſobey. But alas 
Vertue muſt not without 2 Precaution be put to the 
Teſt, If we truſt it too far, it often gives os the lp, 
and by a moſt juſt Jadgtnent from Heaven, too great 4 
Confidence ends in Ruin. | 5 

In fine, Theomac hut was impatient for a ſecond Inter- 
_ View; he concluded no Harm could follow, regs 1 
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intended none. That there was no Danger of Sin, be- 


cauſe his Thoughts were innocent, nay, he was now flown 
vp to ſuch an Height of Extravagance, as to perſuade 


| himſelf, that the Impetuoſity of Appetite is ſooner tam'd 


by Liberty than Reſtraint, and that like ſome capricious 
Horſes, it runs faſter when you draw in the Reins, than 
when you flacken them. Thus he fetch'd Arguments 
from the Stable, and play'd the Jockey rather than the 
Chriſtian. | | 
His Companions made him a Viſit, and eaſily per- 
ceiv'd the Cauſe of his Diſeaſe. They prais'd his Paſſion, 


Service in this amorous Adventure, i. e. they ſaw a Re- 
lation on the Brink of the Precipice, and would by all 
Means favour him with a civil Puſh; for you muſt know 


(Neander) there is a Race of Men in this City, who en- 


trench upon the Devil's * or rather are his 

Deputies, they tempt by his Commiſſion, and damn their 

Friends out of Kindneſs; they are more ſucceſsful and 

more dangerous than their Maſter, becauſe lefs frightful, 

= then they edge the Temptation both by Example and 
ounſel, ” 

Theomachns's ill Fate drew him to a ſecond Viſit; this 
made way for a third; yet he ſtood to his Reſolation, 
and kept within the Limits of Modelty : But in the mean 
time, the Fever of Love heighten'd, and the malighant 
Humour paſt through the Eyes to the Heart, and from 
thence fum'd up to the Brain, ſo that now the Diſeaſe 
not only infected the Will, but tainted the Underſtand- 
ing. He began to venture on greater Freedoms than 
ſtood with Vertue, and in a ſhort time plung'd into De- 
bauchery : Bar when he retir'd into his Cloſer, and Soli- 
tude gave time for ſerious Reflections; Grace open'd his 
Eyes to ſee his Fault, and they dropp'd Tears to deplore 
it; he learnt by Experience, that the Pleaſure of Sin 
bears no Proportion with the Torment of it, that the 
Delight is Momentary, and the Pain may be Eternal. 
And now he ſeem'd reſolv'd not only to hate his Crime, 
but even the Cauſe of it: But thoſe Debauchees who had 
been the Inſtruments of his Fall, daſh'd all his pious Re- 
ſolutions, and at length not only deper '4 him of Liber- 
ly, but of the very Deſire to regain it. OT nerf 
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applauded his Choice, and very Religiouſly offer'd their 
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they become alſo well enough the weaker Sex, who of- 
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S 


Tears ( ſays one) have no ill Grace on a Child's Cheeks, 


tentimes plead their Cauſe with them when Reaſons fail, 
and fo at the ſame time redreſs a Grievance, and diſ- 
charge the Brain: But they argue an unpardonable 
Weakneſs in a Man, and raiſe a ſhrewd Suſpicion he 
has either over- liv'd his Judgment, or never had one; you | 
have made a falſe Step, and who does not trip ſome- | 
times? Let your Heart ask Pardon, not your Eyes. Re- l 
pent (if you pleaſe) but why muſt you deſpair? But be- 

1 

2 


| fore you pronounce upon your ſelf, examine whether 


you are guilty? Appeal to Reaſon, not to Fancy, Preju- 
dice, and Education: Thoſe are always upon the hurry, 
and becauſe they raiſe a Duſt, they never ſee Objects in IU 
their Proportion. God is a Father, not a Tyrant; if he 
has laid ſome Precepts upon us, he never intended to i 


overwhelm us. Why did he create Eyes, but to ſee ? th 


 honourably of God, pay your Workme, injure no Man, 
and you cannot miſcarry. 8 "us 


3 


Or Ears, but to hear? Will he permit us to behold no- 
thing but Monſters? Or to ſmell 9 but Stench th 
and Infection? This is to make our Senſes a Burthen, N 
rather than a Bleſſing, it's to turn into a Curſe the very 1 
Benefit of our Creation. | 0 

No, no, Theomachut, when God fram'd our Senſes ca- 
Pable to receive Pleaſure, he created ObjeQs fit to give 
it, and I am of Opinion, that Pleaſures of the Senſe have 
nothing Criminal-but Miſtake. I thank that great Deity 
that made me, for the Favour of my Creation; I pay 
him Obedience every Day, and commit my ſelf to his 
Protection: Now if at the ſame time l indulge Nature, 
and give it a Play-day, where is the Harm? Mult he be 
offended, becauſe I am pleas'd? Or cannot he be happy, 
if Jam merry? Indeed 1 declare againſt thoſe who fly in 
the Face of Majeſty ; who burleſque his Goodneſs, and 
lampoon his Juſtice; thoſe are Attempts againſt his Per- 
ſon, Overt-acts of Hoſtility, and Rebellion, they are 
Crimes of the firſt: Claſs, and if they are not puniſh'd 
with Fire hereafter, at leaſt they deſerve it. Speak 


* 


The Gentleman has Reaſon (ſays auother) he has ſpo- 
ken like a Man of Parts and Merit. I lay once under 
the ſame Miſtake as you TBheomac har, and never enjoy d 


my Freedom till I eas d my ſelf of the Yoak of 1 


\ : 
\ 
: - 


and Reſtraint: Qualms damp'd all my Pleaſures, ' aud 

melancholy Spectres flung Wormwood into all my Di- / 
verſions; but I have reaſon'd my ſelf out of theſe ſplene- 

tick Vapours ; and laugh at theſe fantaſtick Monſters; 
they once tormented me; but ( continu'd he) what if 
there be no God ? What if you flaſh into nothing when 
you ceaſe to Breathe? And that Fear and Hope ſleep in the 
Grave? Will your Vertue then convey you to Heaven? 
Or your Sins to Hell? Be firſt ſure there is a future State, 
before you part with the preſent. When you can demon- 
ſtrate there is a God, twill be time enough to ſerve him: 
Tell me not the Being of a Deity is paſt Debate, nor that 
all Nations conſpire in this Belief; Matters of this Na- 
ture are not to be put to Vote, they muſt not be judg'd: 
by Plurality of Voice, Reaſon muſt decide the Queſtion, 
not Numbers; Truth is Truth, tho? all the World deny 
it; and Falſhood is Fal ſhood, tho? all abett it. Peruſe 
theſe- Books with an unprejudic'd Mind, with that he 
laid on the Table Hobbs, Sprnoſa, and other Pamphlets, 
- Spawn of our Age, and the Plague of our unhappy 

This new Syſtem of Divinity ſtunn'd him, he knew 
not whether he ſhould receive it with Laughter or Indig- 


nation, for tho? on the one Side, he ſuppos'd they jeſted, 


et on the other they play d on too ſerious a Subject: 
ho? he had forfeited his Innocence, he had not yet took 
leave of Religion; ſo that he could not endure to hear 
the Decalogue traduc'd. Vertue levell'd with Vice, and 
God himſelf degraded by a Pack of Atheiſts, who have 
no other Reaſon to quarrel with his Being, but becauſe 
he curbs their Luſts, and laſſies their Conſcience with 
Scorpions. n in e 27 0451 Wo "EW 
But the Devil of love that poſſeſt this unhappy Gen- 
tleman, begun to riſe again, he perceiv'd that Indulgence 
had whetted his Paſſion, inſtead of blunting it; and that 
it was impoſſible to gratify Senſuality without provoking 
Conſcience. In this Agony between Fear and Detire he 
firſt cried out; if theſe Gentlemen's Tenets ate not 
true, they are at leaſt convenient, they give full Scope to 
Senſe, and reconcile Conſcience with Fleaſure; then he 
wiſh'd they were true, and after a Pauſe, perchance they 
are (ſaid he.) Latter Ages have diſcover'd a new World, 
why may they not a new Truth. At leaſt there is no 
Sr: R 3 | Harm 


Harm, in examining their Principles, If they prove ſatiſ- 


factory, I may enjoy my Paſſion, if not, I am reſovlv'd to 
ſtile it. Thus did Atheiſm make its Approaches by De- 
gree, it work'd at firſt out of Sight, and under a Diſguiſe, 
and then turn'd poor Tbeomacbus out of his Religion 
and Wits too. . 7 +1 


he fell upon the Pazegyrick of Human Reaſon, or an 
JaveQive againſt Prejudice and Education: This is fair 
Dealing (ſaid he!) this is to build on Principles; to 
ſtand on a ſure Foundation, we cannot go aſtray under 
the Conduct of Reaſon; Intereſt cannot break in upon 
its Integrity; it acts without Byaſs, without Partiality; 
35 Judgment is infallible, and its, Deciſions Oracles. 

rejudice and Education are the Bane of Truth: They 
ſo crowd our Heads with old Species, that they leave no 
room for new ones; ſb that we either act out of Cuſtom 
or Spite. - Aar K 21 > 51 

But he had done well to conſider, that they who inveſt 


o 


our Underſtandings with the Prerogative of Infallibility, 


are infallibly Coxcomb:, that they are great Strangets to 
Reaſon, who think it above Error, and that they are cer- 
_ tainly miſtaken, who ſuppoſe it cannot bedeceiv'd. Tis 
true indeed, Prejudice and Education oftentimes rather 
leads us from Truth, than to it. And it is more ſecure 
ro make the Enquiry alone, than in their Company, but 
when Men declaim againſt them without Mean or Mes- 
ſure, tis a fign they ate tainted with the Diſeaſe, fog 
where there is Heat, there is no Indifference: And ſothey 
only condemn one Prejudice with a greater. 5 
owever, the Books infected him, they convey'd the 
Contagion from his Heart, to his Head: So that within 
a ſhort Time his Difeaſe came to a Criſis, which prognoſti- 
- cated nothing but Atheiſm. He found a ſtrange Charm in 
the Stile, their flouriſhing Periods ſtruck him with Ad- 
miration. He thought a Vein of Wit and Elegance ran 


through all their Diſcourſes, ſo that he was never tir'd 
with reading nor praiſing them: The worſt of things 
were preſented him under a handſome Mask, which 
made them paſs; Poiſon will not go down; unleſs it be 
gilt or made palatable, and for this Reaſon generally the 
worſt Books are writ the beſt ; barefac'd Impieties rather 
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them off in a gaudy Dre 
under beautiful Trappings. I know many are of Theo- 
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move us to Indignation than Love, and therefore, thoſe 
who expoſe them to the | ogg View, take Careto ſet 
s, to veil their real Deformity 


m achus's Opinion, and make ſtrange Diſcoveries of Wit 
in theſe Authors, where I find nothing but Blaſphemy. 
But ſame Men are born under a happy Conſtellation ; 
they have the good Fortune to be dubb'd Wits, meerly 
for ſcoffing out of the common Road, and taking the 
Confidence to deride thoſe ſacred Myſteries, thegreateſt 
part of Mankind reyerences ; which certainly is no mgre 
an Argument of a Man's Wit than of his Piety : But tis 
a Demonſtration, that an Exg//þ Athieſt was in the 
Right when he ſaid, ben Reaſon is againſt a Man, then 
4 Mau will be againſt Reaſon. | 
_ You muſt not wonder if Theomachas once intoxicated 
with Atheiſtical Wit, was ſoon bewitch'd with Atheifi- 
cal Arguments; every Sophiſm ſeem'd concluſive, and 
Demonſtration ſparkled in every Period. You would 
have ſworn thoſe Gentlemen's Arguments wereas evident 
as Mathematical Poſtulatums ; or that they prov'd their 
Thefss by Apollonius or EnxcliF: But after all, they build 
on Gueſſes, and ever beg the Quettion, but never prove. 
it. Sometimes they flirt at the Government of the Uni- 
verſe; then at God's Juſtice ; and ſometimes again at his 
Mercy; and beauſe they cannot reconcile theſe two At- 
tributes, they ſuppoſe they are ne as if Man's 
Reaſon (that cannot comprehend a File) were able to 
graſp an lmmenſity. However, theſe Arguments which 
rather work on Fancy, than convince the Underſtanding 
debauch'd Theomachas, and becauſe he could not, or woul; 
not reſolve them, he thought them unanſwerable. 
Sometimes he would adjourn from his Cloſer to the 
Ceſfee- Houſe, and venture upon a Diſpute; and when he 
was put to a plunge, he laid the Miſcarriage rather upon 
his. own Ignorance, than on the Cauſe he manag'd. 'So 
beſotted was he of his new Maſters. In fine, the Em- 
ployment of Theomachus jumps with his Name, and his 
Morals with his Faith; he is a perfect Atheiſt, that js, 
without Religion, and by conſequence without Morali- 
ty: He acts as he believes; and the ory Apology for his 
Vices, is the Corruption of bis Principles. e 


248 The Gentleman Inſtrudted. 
Tho? this unhappy Gentleman abandon'd God, God 
did not abandon him; he (truck him with a Fever, which 


in ſome Days brought him to Death's Door, andthe py: 
Qor deliver'd him this doleful Meſſage, Sir, you maſt Die. 


He who before diſcours'd of Death, as it he had been 
Immortal, broke into a Fit of Impatience and DiftraQi- 


on; he ſcarce knew where he was, much leſs what tore- 
ſolve on; he ſaw he could not live, and yet he would not 
die. This ſtrife between Life and Death, caſt him into 
ſtrange Convulſions; and the Loſs of the preſent, with the 
Fear of the future, ſet all the Humours of his Body ina 
Ferment. God awak'd his Conſcience which flew in his 
Face, and ſet before his Eyes a whole Inventory of his 
Crimes. He ſtarted at the 5 of theſe ghaſtly Monſters, 
a nd fear'd himſelf more than Death, nay, more than Hell; 
for tis more to deſerve thoſe Torments than to ſuffer 'em. 
Od, cry'd he, there is a God! Sickneſs that has almoſt 
Kill'd my Body, quickens my Underſtanding ! From theſe 
laſt Moments of Time, methinks, I take a Survey of E- 
ternity ; and behold there a Judge Who will puniſh me, 
if I dic in Obſtinacy, or reward me if I breathe out my 
Soul in Repentance. Oh! I will fly to his Mercy rather 
than abide the Impartiality of his Juſtice! His Goodneſs 
exceeds my Malice ; he can pardon more than I am able 


to commit, and will receive me into Favour, if I ſue for 


it with Humilicy and Contrition. In ſhort, he ſent out 
_ Fuch+ fiery Ejaculations, that they ſeem'd to flow rather 
from. the Breaſt of a Seraphin, than of a Man. He de- 
telted Atheiſm with all the Cauſes of it, and wiſh'd he 
had loſt his Eyes, before they looh'd upon thoſe ſeanda- 
lous Books, that corrupted his Will, and poiſon'd his 
Underſtanding : He water'd his Bed, in a very literal 
Senſe, with bis Tears; not could all the Perſwaſions of 
his Friends ſtop the Current. He now had no Regard for 
the Body, that was once his Idol; nay, he wiſh'd that 
Sorrow would rather put an end to his Life, than Na- 
- ture... But Theomachas beyond Expectation recover'd, 
and what is amazing, relaps'd into his old Diſeaſe: 
. Scarce did he enjoy the Favour of a perfect Health, but 
he. ſpurn'd at his Benefactor, and fell into thoſe Abomi- 
nations he ſo lately deteſted; as if God varied with our 
Conſtitotions, and vaniſh'd into nothing when we are 
well, and revives when we lie on our Death-Bed. * 
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This is an Abridgment of Theomachas's Life, and I 
have been more particular. in the Narrative, that you 


may learn by his Misfortune, and draw ſome Advantage 


from his Miſcarriage: We may date his Ruin from te 


Riſe of his Paſſion ; though debauch'd Company, and 
lewd Books compleated it. Love ſunk the Mind; Con- 
verſation and Reading put fire to the fatal Train, that 
blew up Theomachar's Vertue: And from this tainted 
Spring flow thoſe unheard-of Abominations, that al- 
moſt drown the Nation. Had not the Printers ſo much 
Work, the Preachers would have leſs; but now the 
Preſs declares War againſt the Pulpit, and the Hawkers 
ſcatter the Defiance. 1 

Nean. This is a ſtrange Story; and had J it from ano- 
ther, I ſhould be tempted to doubt whether Man be ca- 
pable of ſo great Inconſtancy, Certainly ir deſerves a 
Place in Hiſtory. I may perchance be tempted (with 
your Leave) to expoſe it to the Publick. | 

Euſeb. I leave that to your Diſcretion. Let's not for- 
get our Atheiſt ; it's time'to take Coach. 


PCC 
4 TAL O G US. 
. 11- Whether e are any real Atheiſts. 


1 walk'd down Stairs, and when they were in the 
| Goach, Pray (ſaid Neander) give me your Opinion; 
are there any ſuch Creatures in the World as real A- 
theiſts? They ſay this Vermin ſwarms, and like Egypti- 
au Frogs crawl into the very Bed-chambers of Princes. 


Exſeb. Atheiſm is a meer Sound, an infignificant Word, 


a modiſh Bluſter; but in T'ruth there is no ſach Monſter 
in Nature, as a downright Atheiſt: I mean no Body in 
bis Senſes can ſeriouſly perſwade himſelf zhere is no God. 
Men may huff and heQor in a Rendezvous of Rakes 
and- Bullies ; they may ſwear —_— no ſuch thing; 
and in a raving Tranſport of Debauchery defy it; but 
then you muſt take all this for nothing but Cant and 
Bravade : The denial fits on the Tongue alone; "tis ra- 
ther a Wiſh there were no God, than a ſerious Profeſſion 
there Is none; for whilſt they mock this pretended No- 
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thing, they tremble at the Apprehenſion of it; they fear | 


its Anger, though they deny its Being : Sa that thoſe we 
call Atheiſts affect to appear what they are not; and by 
a ſtrange frenzy, lay to their own Charge a Crime they 
are not guilty of: And indeed the Perſwaſion that there 
is a God, is rooted in Nature; we owe it neither to 
Education, nor Study: As our Maker has ſtamp'd his J- 
mage in our Forcheads, ſo the has alſo engraven'd the 


Knowlcge of himſelf in our Souls; and although Debay- 


cory may detace the Characters, it can never deitroy 
em. | f 41 : 
Mean. Pray let us drive Home again: 1 thought we 
had beeen on an Expedition againſt Atheiſts; but I per- 
ceive they are Enemies of our Coining; they are meer 
Phantoms that flaſh from fancy, and only ſerve for Sa- 
tyr and InveQive. What did that great Champion Dr. 
_ Tillotſon enter the Liſt againſt Chymera's? Did he Duel 
with empty Apparitions ? And Fence with Shadows? 
Euſeb. Miſtake me not; I told you there were no real 
Atheiſts. Id eſt; that no Man can be ſo far convinc'd 
there is no God, but ſtill he fears there it one. Let him 
draw up a whole Legion of Atheiſtical Arguments in Ba- 
talia, they cannot ſecure the Underſtanding from Frights 
and Suſpicions; for though they may look under the 
falſe Lights of Prejudice and Partiality very plauſible, 
i they cannot convey to the Iutelledt, Evidence aud 

emonſttation. | 

But then there are a world of limping: Atheilts, who 
walk between a God, and no God; that is, who ſays 
there is no Deity, and a& as if there were none; and 
Let at the ſame time ſuſpett there is one. This is that 

Rice of Men we call Atheiſts, who have diſmiſt their 

Underſtanding and Reaſon with their Will. 
Near. Under Favour, I muſt treſpaſs upon your Pati- 
ence, and crave farther Inſtruction ; for as yet I walk in 
the dark, and do not apprehend your meaning: Can- 
not the Being of a Deity be juſtify' d by Arguments, that 
flaſh Conviction? ee 3 
Enuſel. Yes, it can. 


Nean. It ſeems then impoſſible for the Underſtanding 


evento doubt of a Truth, that preſents its ſelf in the glit- 
tering Equipage of Demonſtration; for it is not Maſter 


of its Adds, as the Will; it lies under the mme 7 
. F | | | | a ece 
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Neceſſity, and is compell'd to acknowledge Truth if it 
appeats in Perſon. >»: bug t | 
Euſeb. The Propoſitions of Euclid ate all Demonſtra- 
tions; and yet a bare caſt of the Eye on the Lines, or the 
Titles, do noi ſend Truth in Poſt to the Brain: We muſt 
fitſt ſee what the Author would be at; then we muſt put 
Antecedents, and draw Conſequences before we can diſco- 
ver that Light, which flows from the Schemes to the 
Head, and gilds the Underſtanding. Now an Atheiſt is 
tick of a Deity; and therefore will make no Acquaint- 
ance with thoſe Arguments that prove one; they come 
) upon ioo ungratetul a Meſſage to find a kind Reception; 
and generally when they ask an Audience, the Will denies 
. Admittance ; or at leaſt it cuts out ſo much other Work 
ſor the Bee that it can find no time to give 
mem a full Hearing: Like a Miniſter of State, it hovers 
1 about the Prince, and obſtructs the free Paſſage to the Pre- 
ſence; But then, when Arguments for no God appear, 
the Will puts on foot a hundred little Intrigues to en- 
ſnare the Underſtanding ; they are trick'd up for Deluſi- 
on, and fitted for Deceit. 
Neun. I perceive it's a fine thing to be a Dupee: Why 
elſe do Men take ſuch pains to impoſe on themſelves ? 
But can Men cheat themſelves in Reputation? Or are 
there ſo great Charms in being over-reach'd? I thought 
it was every Man's Intereſt there were a God; and there- 
fore (methinks) it were more reaſonable to believe, than Ts 
ho to wheedle our ſelves into Infidelity. 2 
js  ZEx/eb. No doubt, it's the Intereſt of Reaſon, but not 
nd of Senſuality. A Man who takes Pleaſure for the Rule 
hat W of his Actions, muſt lie under ſtrange Apprehenſions at Z 
cir the very Thoughts of another World, The dreadful - 
Glory of an exaſperated Deity; the fiery Profpe& of . 8 
ati- ¶ boiling Brimſtone, and the hortid Pourtraits of the in- 4 
tin fernal Executioners, cannot chuſe but work upon the _ 
an moſt refolute Debauchee: Sin, though never ſo pleaſant, 1 
that with the diſmal Conſequences of Judgment and Damna- z 
tion, fix very uneaſy on his Conſcience, and counterpoiſe * 
the Sweetneſs of the moſt refin'd Senſuality with Gall 7 
and Wormwood. Now theſe Creatures of Pleaſure, J. 
who cannot reſolve on Repentance, have found out a 
ſhort way to plaiſter up a Peace with Conſcience : They 
commiſſion their Luſts to draw upon the AE 
Re 2 
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and compel it to deny, or at leaſt to doubt of thoſs 


Truths that alarm them: And it cannot be deny'd, but 
all inordinate Luſts byaſs the IntelleQ, and make it fit 
to receive thoſe Impreſſions which favour Paſſion. When 
Men live as if there were no God; 'tis extreamly expe- 
dient for them, there were none; and when once they 
are come ſo far, they catch at all thoſe Arguments, 
which may fortify them in this Perſwaſion; and theſe 
joyn'd with the Charms of Intereſt, abate the dread of 
a Divinity. Tis true all theſe pretty Artiffces ate never 
able to ſecure them againſt the Furies that riſe from 
another World to haunt them. Percbance there it a God, 
perchance there is a Hell, fright them into their Solitude 
and Retirement, and ſometimes into Taverns too: Yet 
they havegain'd one Point by doubting, which they look 


upon as a very conſiderable Advantage, viz. That they 


may live Rakes, and die Atheiſts, without being ſure 
there is a God to call them to Account, or a Hell t pu- 
 Hiſh them; and certainly a Man may be ſaid in ſome De- 
2 happy, that is not ſure he ſhall once be eternally mi- 
erable. 1 1 


Now you ſee the Heart has carried on the Contrivance, 


and from this apoſtem'd Member flows the Corruption 
of Atheiſm. And to cut off all doubt: Why do the ve- 
ry high-flown Atheiſts deſert on their Death - beds thoſe 
Principles they once admir'd? Why do they turn Rene- 
gadoes to Atheiſm at the laſt Gaſp? Have they receiv'd 
new Lights from Doctors and Apothecaries? No, no, 
they have left the World behind; Pleaſures are now out 
of theit Reach; and paſt Happineſs almoſt out of their 
Memory. They fancy at leaſt an Eternity before them, 
Fire under theit Feet, and Vengeance over theit Heads. 
Theſe diſmal Meditations cool Paſſion, allay Luſt, and 

change the Heart; but work no Alteration in the Un- 
derſtanding : So that I may conclude with David; The 
Fool ſaid in bis Heart there it 0 Gd. Atheiſm lodges in 
the Breaſt,” and a Deity in the Head. Men do not be- 
lieve a. God, becauſe they will not; to gratify Senſe, 
2 diſoblige Reaſon ; and hug Infidelity; to ſeer Con- 
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DIALOGUE II. 


Euſebius and Theomachus meet and agree on the Pre- 
1 liminaries. * 


SCarce had Euſebius ended, when the Coach ſtopp'd at 
Theomachus's Lodgings, who expeted him with a 
young Gentleman we call Eudoæut. This Blade was a 
great Pretender to Wit; and to follow the Stream of Cu- 
ſtom, would make the firſt Eſſay of it, in a Critick of 
Religion: He receiv'd the Rudiments of Latitudinati- 
aniſm from Arioviſtus; and was grown a wondrous 
Proficient in the Science of Impiety : He paſs'd the Line 
of Chriſtianity ; and although he had not yet touch'd 
upon the Point of Atheiſm, he was arriv'd (as Arioviſtus 
us'd to talk) at the Cape of good Hope; in fine, he yet 
acknowledg'd a God, admitted all Religion, and would 
condemn none. | 4 i 
After ſome mntual Civilities: This is the Gentleman 
(ſaid Nean.) I fpoke of Yeſterday; If Victory favours 
jou, I hope you will give him fair Quarter for my 
„% a: | 8 
Theo. Never fear; tis more glorious to uſe a Victory 
modeſtly, than to gain one. I had rather receive a Foil 
from Euſebius, than be ſubdu'd by Inſolence. Reſt ſe- 
cure (continu'd he, with a Smile) if Fortune takes my 
Side, your, Friend ſhall have Reaſon to be ſatisfied with 
me : I'll immediately releaſe him, on his Parole not to 
bear Arms againſt Atheiſm, till he be better inform'd. 
Exſeb. I am much oblig'd for your Civility; if I fall 
under the Weight of your Arguments, I abandon my 
ſelf wholly to your Generoſity : Priſoners of War (like 
828 uncapable to Article; they lie at the Mercy 
of the Conqueror, and muſt receive Conditions, but can 
make none. But, Sir, I muſt beg Pardon for my Rude- 
neſs; For altho* Neander told me you earneſtly defir'd-a a 
Conference, yet I am ſenſible, that it's neither genteel 
nor handſome to ſalute a Stranger with a Diſpute ; nor 
to make Acquaintance in a Duel: But, Sir, I come here 
to diſcourſe, not to contend. I ſeek Truth, which (like 
Pearls) is. only found in a Calm; and unleſs we all re- 
(olve to abandon Error when we perceiye it, tis bettet 
93 f to 
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to forbear the Engagement: For if we loqk upon the 
Conference as a Tryal of Wit, and petſwade our ſelves 
it's more diſhonourable to own an Error than to defend 
one in ſpite of Evidence, we ſhall take a great deal of 


Pains to diſcompoſe our ſelves ; and then the Queſtion 


will be, who has moſt Paſſion, not who has moſt Rea- 
ſon : For when a Man is pinch'd and will not ſurrender ; 
when his Reaſons are weak and his Obſtinacy ſtrong ; 
he calls in Heat and Paſſion to his A ſſiſtance; the ouly 
Supports of a finkiug Cauſe; and I take it for granted, 
that a Man never wants Arguments to relieve a dr 
ing Thefis, but he ſupplies the Want with Noiſe and 
Clamour. 
Theom. You 
to deny a God, and when Reaſon tells me there is one, 
I will ſubmit to its Dictamens. I never wed an Opini- 
on for better, for worſe : What I took upon good Grounds, 
I lay down upon better: 1 do not hug a Miſtake, nor 
Pride in an Error, nor ever laid Claim to Infallibility. 1 
cannot well comprehend what thoſe Pretenders to Science 
would be at, who faſten on the ficſt Notions, and will 
no more part with them, than a Spaniard with his Baskes 
Hilt or Golilia : They fancy ſurely that Truth ſwims on 
the Surface, and that the beſt Thoughts lie always up- 
permoſt; but then they would do well to conſider, they 
give Children a conſiderable Advantage ever Men ; for 
nowledge will no more be the Conſequence of Time 
and Experience: We ſhall live no more to learn Wiſdom, 
but to be fix'd in Folly. In a Word, I will no more en- 
flave my Underftanding, than my Perſon ; and J value at 
as high a Rate the liberty of Fhinking, as of Acting. 
Convince me there is a God, aud P11 take my laſt Fare- 
wel of Atheiſm. nl hos A De 45 
Exſeb. Indifference is an excellent Diſpoſition; we 
ſeldom purſue Truth without Prejudice, but we take it, 
] have a Favour or two to before we begin, conti- 
. nued Enſehbins. Firft, Let us ſpeak by Turns: I am no 
Friend to Noife, and cannot be reconci}'d to thoſe fie 
Diſputants who fling out Arguments, one upon the Bac 
of the other, = will not have the Patience to receive 
one Anſwer: This is not to confer, but to wrangle ; and 


altho* it may become the Skippers of Wapping, or the Oy- 
ſter-women at Bilkngſgate, yet it ſuits nor well the Breed- 
\/# : a wg 


ſpeak my Thoughts ; Reaſon forc'd me 


| The Gentleman Inſtrudted. 255 


ing of Gentlemen. An Argument propos'd with Noiſe 
and Bluſtering, may break the Head, and diſmount the 
Brain, but it never makes Impreſſion on the Undeſtand- 
ing; Truth, like a gentle Shower, ſoaks throughithe Ears, 
and moiſtens the Intellect. 

Theom. | was drawing up that Article, and am glad 
you have foreſtall'd me; you are of my TI emper : I wonld 
have a Diſpute manag*d with Vigour, but not with Heat ; 
that inſpirits Converſation, this confounds it : Notwith- 
ſtanding, diſputing is hot Service, I confeſs, and gene- 
rally is perform'd with too much Eagerneſs to be ſuc- 
ceſsful; nay, I was once acquainted with a moſt eyen 
temper' d Man, who after he had drawn Blood, as I may 
ſay, and was fleſh'd in Polemicks, never waver'd his 
good Humour afterwards. 1 401 

Euſeb. J muſt alſo defire you, to avoid Miſtakes, to 
call in an Amanuemſit. When our Anſwers and ObjeQi> 
ons are committed to Paper, and ſign'd by both Parties, 
there will beno Fear of Miſrepreſentation. I have often 
ſeen a Conference in Print, nothing like the Original ; 
and he who crow'd in the Pamphlet, cry'd craven in the 
Chamber. 7 heomathus preſently approv'd the Propoſition, 
and ſent for an Amanxenſis : So that now the Prelimina- 
ries were agreed to, and all things ſeem'd ready for the 
1 ST oc | 

ut Exſebius who ſaw a great Intimacy between Eu- 


divided in Opinion; and therefore that he might attack 
them both at the ſame time, if he lean'd towards Deiſim, 
at deſir'd to know his Principles. Sir (ſaid he, addreſſing 
g. his Diſcourſe to Eudoxus) I hope without Rudeneſs I may 
ask what Religion you profeſs? We are now met to 
diſcourſe of that Subject, and perchance yours may come 
within the reach of theſe Arguments I intend to level 
it, at Atheiſm. In [zaly and Spain ſuch Queſtions are ſu- 
perfluous; and in France, when you find a Man no Pa- 
Piſt, you conclude he is a Hagenor. But our Ifland is 
more prolifick, and yields annual Crops of Religion, as 
well as of Corn. One Grain of Faith ſprouts up into a 
hundred: And I am told, that you may poll the People 
more eaſily than their Tenets: So that Religions riſe and 
fall as well as Men; and therefore, with Submiſſion to 
my Lord Mayor's better Jodgment, 1 W the 
420 fag Ortas» 


doxus, and Theomachus, ſuppos'd they were not much 
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Mortality of Churches put in the weekly Bills, togethet 
with that of the Inhabitants. Pry; WY, ay 


Eudox. Liberty and Property are the Birth- right of e- 


very free - born Exgliſſ Subject: And I ſee not why the 
fame great Charter ſhould not enfranchiſe his Belief, as 
well as his Goods and Chattels. — (Sir) is a 
nice Nation; I may add, and pious alſo. We pay Ho- 
mage and Obedience to the Lord, and will ſtand for his 
juſt Right and Prerogatives; but then we forget not 
our darling Liberty; we reſpe& him as Children, not 
as Slaves, and walk in his ways with Freedom, not in 
Tramels. . 3 n | 
Exſeb. You acknowledge then a Gd. 
Exdex. I do. I am alſo perſwaded there is a Heaven, 


and think there may poſſibly be a Hell; theſe Atticles I 


ſubſcribe to: But no Man ſhall ſtretch my Faith to a- 


nother Tenet, or command my Obedience to a Canon 


more. This is my Non ples ultra; what lies on the other 
Side of theſe Points, is an unknown Region to my Faith, 
though not to my Opinion. I confeſs I do not underſtand 
what God is, though I adore him; yet I know enough 
to admire his -Greatneſs, and my own nothing. I love 
ſometimes to loſe my ſelf in the Labyrinth of his Perfe- 
Qions ; to purſue my Reaſon to an, 0h Altitude! In my 
Retirement, I poſe my Apprehenſion with the-intricate 
Attributes of his Eternity, Goodneſs, and Juſtice; and 
thoſe very ObjeQions that ſtartle another Man's Faith, 
confirm mine: To believe what I can prove, is rather 
Science than Faith. I recreate my ſelf therefore with his 
Goodneſs, and confound my Underſtanding with his E- 
ternity ; and put all Suggeſtions of Infidelity out of 
Countenance with this old ſaying of Tertullian, Certum 
eſt, quia tmpoſſibile eſt. bry + ; 
I read no Caſuiſt but my Reaſon ; and am of Opini- 
on, that God pardons ſome Sins as eaſily as we commit 
them: My Conſcience is neither of Steel, nor of Wax; 
heavy. Offences batter it, but a Peccadillo of Infirmity 
makes no Impreſſion. I thank God, all my Sins have 
Names, and are rather Friends to Senſe, than Enemies 
to Reaſon; they neither attack God, nor wound my 
Neighbour ; they only refreſh- ſometimes my drooping 
Spirits, and gently purge Melancholy. In my ſolitary 


Thoughts, I compute and caſt up Accounts with my 
Ane 5 1 Maker; 
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Maker; and I find ſuch a Confidence in his Mercy, that 
my youthful Failings are not able to affright me. Nay, 
(methinks) I am tempted frequently to offend, that 1 
may have the Satisfaction of asking Pardon: And no Me- 
ditation carries me ſo faſt to God, as that of his Good- 
neſs, which forgives with ſo much Eale thoſe Tranſgrefſi- 
ons that hurry me from him. 

Now if any Man will quibble upon my Symbol of 
Faith, I can eaſily forgive him. 1 cannot be angry with 


- another's Judgment for diſagreeing from mine: And tho” 


I think my ſelf in the right Way, I dare not conclude, 
my Opponents are in the wrong. Each Religion is but 
2 different Road, that meets at Heaven; and if ſome 
will walk on in the ſtraight Path, charg'd with a Lum- 
ber of Articles, Precepts, and Ceremonies, let them jogg 
on; their Burthen will not load me: If they love to 
ſweat under their Devotion, I vote them that SatisfaQi- 
on: If they will not communicate with me, I have no 
ſcruple to converſe with them; their ill Nature ſhall not 
influence my Charity: I can enter into a Papiſt Church, 
and either pray with them, or for them; the Place can't 
profane my Prayers; wherever the Creator is, he may 
be ador'd; and therefore at Conſtantinople, I would enter 
into a Meſque, or into a Pagode in Bengall or Siam; for if 
a Mavometan's or Idolater t Prayer offends God, mine 
may pleaſe him; if theirs pollute the Place, mine may 
ſanQify it; for it they direct their Devorions to a Statue, 
or Impoſtor, I offer mine to God; and ſo reQify the Ex- 
ror of their Worſhip, by well ordering mine. 

Euſeb. Tho' your Life be ſtrait-lac'd, your Gunz 
is comprehenſive. I ſuppoſe the Univerſality of this, m 
atone for the Singularity of the other. Well, Sir, in a 
Word (continued = you profeſs one Religion, and ap- 
prove all; and ſo fall into the Claſs of Latitadinarians : 
You are a Leveller, and would bring into the 'World 


an Equality of Religions, as well as Goods and Dig- 


nities. You lie then under the fame Latitude with 
Theomachus, and the Stroke that hits him will wound 
you. Well, Sir, (addreſſing himſelf to Theomacbus) 
chooſe your Weapon; are you for the offenſive or 
defenſive? n 0 OSS 


Theom, Let us have our Turns; we will e on 
equal Terms. But you 2 in my Houſe; the 1 — — 


— 
—— ———— — —ĩ— — 


in Reaſon: I will (I ſay 
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Breeding and Civility command me to give you the Pre- 
cedency. I leave it therefore to your Choice. 
Euſeb. I ſee you are reſolv'd to overcome me with Ci- 
vility, before you vanquiſ me with Reafon. But T will 
not contend with you at this Weapon. I accept your 
offer, and will not offend your Principles, before I de- 
fend my own. | F262 2 | 0 
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DIALOGUE IV. _ 


The Atheiſt cannot be ſure there is no God, nor the 


Latitudinarian zhat all Religions are ſaving. 


Euſeb. 1 Suppoſe neither of you are ſo ſatisfy'd with your 

Religions, as neyer to be haunted with Fears, 
nor ſcar d with Doubts and Apprehenſions; for nothing 
can ſecure the Underſtanding, and fix the Judgment, but 
Evidence. Now [| cannot perſwade my ſelf, that any 
Atheiſt, Libertine, or Latitudinarian dare venture on ſo 
bold an Attempt, as to thruſt on Mankind thoſe Argu- 
ments for Demonſtrations, that under a fine Appearance 
hide nothing but Falſhood and Sophiſtty. I doubt not 
indeed, but the Will may byaſs the een and 
force out an Aſſent; but then this can be no more ſteady, 
than meer Philoſophical Concluſions, that fly no higher 
than Opinion: For whilſt each Side of a Contradictiou 
bids fair for Truth, we cannot tell on which fide it lies, 
and ſo float on Uncertainties; and though we judge the 


eis true, we fear it any be falſe. I will therefore, for 


once, deal more generouſly with you, than I am oblig'd 
) grant that your Tenets are 


doubtful; but then when I do you a Favour be pleas d 


to do me Juſtice, and confeſs, that tis probable there is 
a God, and that there is one reveal'd Religion. I only 


ask what you cannot refuſe without Injuſtice, for cer- 


_  tainly if we appeal either to the Tribunal of Reaſon, or 


Authority, I ſhall carry my Cauſe; for the Aﬀerters of 


2 God plead for his Exiſtence with ſolid Reaſons; where- 


as you meerly beg the Queſtion you are to prove, and 
bring no mere. but à bare Poſſibility for the Support of 
r Hypotheſis ;. And then, you can pretend no right to 
a * 8 5 a | . — 
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Authority. The Founders of Atheiſm and Libertiniſm 
were look'd upon as Monſters in the very Places they 
liv'd, and deſerv'd Puniſhment for their Lewdneſs, be- 
fore they ſuffer'd Baniſhment for their Impiety. 25 

Epicure and Theodore were profligate Wretches; their 
Morals run even with their Divinity; they. exterminated 
Vertue with Religion, and debauch'd both Practice and 
Principle; their Scholars have out-done both the Origi- 
nals, and improv'd both Irreligion, and Impiety. Now 
Men who are a common Nuifance to their Country, a 
Misfortune to the Age they live in, and- an eternal 
Shame to their Species, arid have little Authority with 
thoſe, who have one grain of Kindneſs for their Nature; 
they are betfer qualified for the Bar than the Bench, and 
more. fit to ſutfer than to witnefs. a, 2 

But thoſe who avouch for me, are as admirable for 
Learning, as Piety; they are without Number, and a- 
dove Reproach : So great Authority back'd with weighty 
Reaſon, muſt be confeſs'd ſufficient to make our Opinion 
probabte, I might ſay certain; but I wave the Advan- 
tage, I may claim both in Equity and Fultice, and only 
ask what you are too reaſonable to refuſe, viz. That it :s 


probable at leaſt there is a God. 


Theom. I have read all I could find on this Subject; 
and am forc'd to confeſs, our Authors have promis'd 
more than they are able to perform: Their Demonſtra- 
tions for 20 God leave (methinks) ſome Apprehenſion 
there is one; and I find them work more eficaciouſly up- 
on my Underſtanding in Company, than in Solitude; 
and in Taverns, than in my Cloſet. + | 

Euſeb. That is; when Senſuality has ſtarted the Game, 
and Pafſions are on the Wing ; when Appetite purſues 
criminal Pleaſure, and Conſcience checks you with the 
diſmal Apparitions of Hell, and Judgment; then the 
Will is too hard for the Underſtanding; it turns the 
falſe end of the Proſpective, and magnifies theſe Argu- 
ments that favour Luſt, and ſolicit for Liberty: But 
then again, when the hurry is over, and your diſcerning 
Faculty lies under no reſtraint nor fallacy; when it con- 
templates the Proofs for zo God in their juſt Proportion, it. 
wavers with Fears; and tho%on the one fide it concludes 
there is zo God, yet on the other it ſuſpects there is one. 
Now, Sir, I do not ask what your Opinion is, when 

4 — > Paſſion 
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Breeding and Civility command me to give you the Pre- 
cedency. I leave it therefore to your Choice. 78 
Euſeb. I ſee you are reſolv'd to overcome me with Ci- 
vility, before you vanquiſh me with Reafon. But I will 
not contend with you at this Weapon. I accept your 
offer, and will not offend your Principles, before 1 de- 
fend my own. | | | 0 
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can ſecure the Underſtanding, and fix the Judgment, but R 

Evidence. Now I cannot perſwade my ſelf, that any pr 

Atheiſt, Libertine, or Latitudinarian dare venture on ſo ta 


bold an Attempt, as to thruſt on Mankind thoſe Argu- 2s] 
ments. for Demonſtrations, that under a fine Appearance pre 
hide nothing but Falſhood and Sophiſtty. I doubt not « 
indeed, but the Will may byaſs the Underſtanding, and 
force out an Aſſent; but then this can be no more ſteady, 
than meer Philoſophical Concluſions, that fly no higher 
than Opinion: For whilſt each Side of a Contradictiou 
bids fair for Truth, we cannot tell on which fide it lies, 
and ſo float on Uncertainties ; and though we judge the 
-Thefs true, we fear it may be falſe. I will therefore, for 
once, deal more generouſly with you, than I am oblig'd 
in Reaſon: I will (I ſay) grant that your Tenets are 
doubtful; but then when I do you a Favour be pleas'd 
to do me Juſtice, and confeſs, that tis probable there is 
a God, and that there is one reveal'd Religion. I only 
ask what you cannot refuſe without Injuſtice, for cer- 
tainly if we appeal either to the Tribunal of Reaſon, or 
Authority, I ſhall carry my Cauſe; for the Aﬀerters of 
a God plead for his Exiſtence with ſolid Reafons ; where- 
as you meerly beg the Queſtion you are to prove, and 
bring no more but à bare Poſſibility for the Support of 
= | Your Hypotheſis: And then, e ht to 
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Authority. The Founders of Atheiſm and Libertiniſm 
were look'd upon as Monſters in the very Places they 
liv'd, and deſerv'd Puniſhment for their Lewdneſs, be- 
fore they ſuffer'd Baniſhment for their Impiety. ta, 
Epicure and Theodore were profligate Wretches ; their 

Morals run even with their Divinity; they. exterminated 

Vertue with Religion, and debauch'd both Practice and 
Principle; their Scholars have out-done both the Origi- 
nals, and improv'd both Irreligion, and Impiety. Now 
Men who are a common Nuifance to their Country, a 
Misfortune to the Age they live in, and an eternal 
Shame to their Species, arid have little Authority with 
thoſe, who have one grain of Kindneſs for their Nature; 
they are betfer qualified for the Bar than the Bench, and 
more. fit to ſutfer than to witnefs. 1 132 

But thoſe who avouch for me, are as admirable for 
Learning, as Piety; they are without Number, and a- 
bove Reproach : So great Authority back'd with weighty 
Reaſon, muſt be confeſs'd ſufficient to make our Opinion 
probabte, I might ſay certain; but | wave the Advan- 
tage, I may claim both in Equity and Fultice, and only 
ask what you are too reaſonable to refuſe, viz. That it ic 
probable at leaſt there is a G.. 44 

Theom, I have read all I could find on this Subject; 
and am forc'd to confeſs, our Authors have promis'd 
more than they are able to perform: Their Demonſtra- 
tions for 20 God leave (methinks) ſome Apprehenſion 
there is one; and I find them work more eficaciouſly up- 
on my Underſtanding in Company, than in Solitude; 
and in Taverns, than in my Cloſet. 

Euſeb. That is; when Senſuality has ſtarted the Game, 
and Paſſions are on the Wing; when Appetite purſues 
criminal Pleaſure, and Conſeience checks you with the 
diſmal Apparitions of Hell, and judgment; then the 
Will is too hard for the Underſtanding; it turns the 
falſe end of the Proſpective, and magnifies theſe Argu- 
ments that favour- Luſt, and ſolicit for Liberty: But 
then again, when the hurry is over, and your diſcerning. 
Faculty lies under no reſtraint nor fallacy; when it con- 
templates the Proofs for zo God in their juſt Proportion, it. 
wavers with Fears; and tho%on the one fide it concludes 
there is 0 God, yet on the other it ſuſpects there is one. 
Now, Sir, I do not ask what your Opinion is, when 
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Paſſion runs down the Underſtanding; when Deſire de- 
bauches it, and Senſe flings Reaſon off the Hinges ; but 
what it is when your Intelle& acts without Bribery, 
without Illuſion, without Partiality. 
Dieom. Well; that we may rid our Hands of Prelimi- 
naries, and enter upon Action, I'll condeſcend ſo far, as 
to t, that it's doubtful whether there be 4 God, or 
0 God; and much good may the Conceſſion do you. 
Exſeb. Exdoxus! Will you enter into the Treaty? [t's 

better to compound 4a amiable, than by Force. 

 Exdox. That is, unleſs I fairly confeſs, it's doubtful 
at leaſt, whether all Religions ate Saving; you'll compel 
me by dint of Argument. 


Exſeb. Right; and pray put me not to. the Labour of 
rut 


proving a h that diſcovers it ſelf, and even glairs 
upon the Underſtanding.  _ 

: Ezdox. I know not what Impreſſion this Truth (as you 
are = to call it) makes on your Organ, methinks, 
it affeQs not mine; and I am petſwaded that a Man of 
moderate Parts may prove ad Evidentiam, that all Re- 

ligions are _— but I willingly decline that Task, 
not to prejudice the Subject; yet I'll venture to pro- 
poſe one Argument, that affers it ſelf to every Man, 
and may be comprehended by a Child, tho' not evaded 
dy a Divine. 8 
Euſeb. Such Arguments deſerve Reſpect, and it's pity 
to _—_ them in Silence and Oblivion. —_ 

_ Exdox. Raillery a part: What can God require ot 
Man, but Worſhip, Love, and Obedience? 5 
Euſeb. Nothing. © | 

-* Exdox. Therefore whatever Religion a Man profeſſes; 
if he worſhips God as his Creator; if he loves him as 
his Father ; and — him as his Sovereign; does he 
not diſcharge himſelf of thoſe. Duties God's Excellence 
demands, and his Dependency? Does he not comp) 
With all the Branches of Subjection? Does he not ſtand 
within the Bounds of Submiſſion? Now, what Religi- 
on does not teach its Proſelytes to ate before God's 
Majeſty? To love his Goodneſs? To dread his Juſtice? 
And to receive his Laws with Reverence? Indeed the 
manner of Worſhip is not Uniform ; it varies with the 
Climate, and is adapted to Mens Conſtitutions, Piet 
byterianiſm jumps with a Republican Genius; and = 
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this Reaſon was moſt nicely eſtabliſh'd in Scotland. The 
Laws fence Prelacy in d. Popery bears all before 
it in France, Spain, and Italy. The Alcoran bewitches the 
Levant. -Amidaand Xaca, Japan. The Laplanders bow 
to the red Cloth, and ſome Iſlanders to a Baboon's 
Tooth : Yet theſe different Worſhips meet in the ſame 
Center, and terminate in one God bleſſed for ever. 1 
have not ſprung this Divinity; I owe it to a late 
reverend Biſhop, -who maintain'd it with Applauſe a- 
gainſt his Popiſh Adverſaries; the antient Pagans nei- 
ther ador'd Stocks nor Stones, but the i»vincible, living 
_ _— the Shapes of Mars, Apollo, and Jupiter 

t. Max. | 
| 4 therefore Men of all Perſwaſions worſhip God; 

why ſhall they forfeit all Right to his Mercy? Why 
ſhall loyal SubjeQs be confounded with Mutineers? Or 
ſuffer for Treaſon they never dream'd of? If they do 
not agree in Ceremonies, they do in the Subſtance: 
Tho? ſometimes their Bodies bendbefore an Idol; their 
| — fall a Saeriſice to _ Creator; and whilſt theic 

ntention goes right, their Actions cannot go wrong. 

Euſeb. Ar you — Exdoxns, it ſmells of 
Brimſtone, and rather Proves the Author will be damn'd, 
than that all Religions are ſaving. Methinks, it has fo 
black, ſo monſtrous an AſpeQ, that it rather frights 
than convinces: A Man muſt be below the Standard of 
human' Nature; he muſt have ſomething of ſavage, and 
_ deviliſh too in his Compoſition, to bolt out ſuch killing 
Doctrine in cold Blood. Pardon my Heat, I am not 
Maſter of my Reſentments in fo provoking Occafions ; 
and when can Paſſion be innocent, but in ſuch an extra · 
— 3 Circumſtance? But pray, can God reveal a Re- 
ligion | 1 -D . 

Eudox. Doubtleſs he can. 

Exſeb. If therefore he reveals one, and commands all 
Men to embrace it under pain of Damnation; I ſuppoſe 
the Precept is Obligatory in Exgland, without the Con- 
ſent of the great Repreſentatives, the Lords and Com- 
mons in Parliament. BL, 7 
Euadox. Ves, certainly, God's Power goes higher than 

the Negative Votes; his Will alone is a Law, without 
the Concurrence of either Houſe. | alas 
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Euſeb If therefore he has reveal'd a Religion, and 
commands all to embrace it, under Pain of Damnation, 
what will become of your Demonſtration? x 
Eudox. Why faith, like a diſabled Soldier, it ſhall 
trudge to Chelſea, and take up with the [nvalids; for 
Arguments that have receiv'd on Duty Scars, deſerves 
Conſideration as well as Soldiers. Proye he has reveal'd 
one, and | am yours. | | 
-  Euſeb. Expect not a general Muſter of thoſe Argu- 
ments Chriſtian Divines draw into the Field againſt In- 
fidels-; this is a Task above'my Force, and requires 
much Application; nor does our Controverſy. require 
it; for my preſent Buſineſs is not to convince you, that 
Chriſtianity is evidently true, or evidently credible, 
but only, that it's probable, at leaſt, God has reveal'd it, 
and commands all Nations to embrace it. If I can diſ- 
charge my ſelf of this Attempt with Succeſs, my Deſign 
is at gn End, bY 
Well, Sir, there are Chriſtians in the World; and if 
we walk back into paſt Ages, we-ſhall find that IE Sus 
CHRIST was their Founder; this is a Truth that admits of 
no Debate: It cannot be queſtion'd by thoſe that act like 
Men, and yield to Evidence. This JEsUs was born in 
a Stable, and paſt thirty Years in Poverty and Obſcurity. 
Then he began to preach, and confirm'd his Doctrine 
with Prodigies; he gave Health to the Sick, Light to 
the Blind, and even Life to the Dead: At laſt he died 
by Man's Malice, and reviv'd the third Day by his own 
Power; he ſent twelve Fiſhermen to ſubdue the World 
to the Law of the Goſpel; they obey'd his Command; 
Succels waited on their Labour, and crown'd their. En- 
deavours; ſo that in ſome Years the Chriſtian Religion 
Ipread its Conqueſt beyond the Bounds of the Roman 
Empire. Prejudice, Libertiniſm and Atheiſm conſpit'd 
its Ruin. -Phjloſophers oppos'd Arguments, Emperours 
Torments, and Libertines the omnipotent Attraives of 
Senſualiiy. Yet Chriſtianity broke t rough the Violence 
of the Oppoſitions, it multiplied by Diſputes, and en- 
creagdby Perſecution. Ten Millions of Martyrs lol} - 
their Lives jn the-Quarrel; they demonſtrated the Truth 
pf their Creed, by the conſlancy of their invincible Valour; 
and though they ſank under the Exceſs of Torments, they 
overcame ; nay, oftentimes by the Force of Miracles 1 
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curn'd the very Executioners into Confeflions, and the 
Tyrants into Martyrs. In fine, Chriſtian Religion has 
always appear'd holy, always victorious, always attack'd 
by the impious, and always triumphant over Impiety. 

Now, if we conſider the Means Chriſt made uſe of 
to raiſe this Empire over the Hearts and Conſciences of 
Men, we ſhall find them diametrically oppoſite to all the 
Rules of human Policy; and had not this great Deſign 
been firſt laid, and then carried on by God himſelf, it 
mult have prov'd an abortive Embryos, i. e. an Attempt 
contriv'd without Prudence, and follow'd by Diſap- 

intment. 

Firſt, The Articles to be believ'd were extraordinary, 
and rather ſeem'd to revolt the Underſtanding, than to 
deſerve Credit. A God; One in Eſſence, and Three in 
Perſons, appear d a Paradox in the Poſition; and God 
made Man a Blaſphemy to the Jews, and a Folly to the 
Gentiles. Tho? the Reſurrection of the Dead might be 
good News to the vertuous, yet it could meet with no 
kind Reception from the vicious; it was more capable 
to enflame their Anger, than to work upon their Belief, 
and to-make them Enemies, than Abertors. 

Secondly, The Precepts of Morality croſs more on 
Senſe, than the Credenda ſeem to claſh with Reaſon : 
They bridle the Sallies cf corrupt Nature, and not only 
put a Reſtraint upon our Actions, but even on our De- 
fires; They regulate every Motion, and bind up every 
Appetite to its good Behaviour; they. inculcate nothing 
but Mortification, Perſecution and Self-abnegation in this 
World, and reſerve Pleaſures for the future. They 
brought into the World a new Syſtem of Morality, 
they condemn'd thoſe Vices which Senſuality had deified, 
and canoniz'd thoſe Vertues that were perſecuted by 
ſome, unknown to others, and condemn'd by all. Na- 
ture indeed bids us love our Friends, but Chriſt com- 
mands us to ſtretch our Affections to our Enemies: We 
mult return Favours for Injuries, Kindneſs for Hatred, 
and revenge Affronts with 3 N We muſt place our 
Wealth in Poverty, our Glory in [gnominity, and our Am- 
bition in the Conqueſt of Heaven. Such mortifying Do- 
QArine in all Probability was more likely to ſcare People 
from Chriſtianity, than to draw em to it; and no doubt 
(as Gamalicl ſaid) it had began and ended at the ſame 
0 8 | Time; 
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Time; its Riſe and its Fall wonld have had but one 
Epuque, had not God by the divine Influence of his 
Grace, conquet'd the rebellious Hearts of Men, whilſt 
the Apoſtles ſet upon their Underſtanding with the Force 
of Reaſon and Miracles; that Mahometiſm ſhoold di- 
late it ſelf to a prodigious Extent, is not ſtrange; it at- 
tacks Men on their weak Side, its Maxims fawn on Na- 


ture, and flatter Senſuality ; it permits Crimes, and pro- 


miſes Impunity; and yet it was propagated by the Sword, 
and preſs'd on Mankind by Fire, and Devaſtation; it 
went no farther than the Barbarians Conqueſt: And the 
Levant, with part of the Indies were Slaves before they 
became Mahometans :* But the Increaſe of Chriſtianity 
is owing neither to Armies, nor Battles; it overcame 
the World by ſuffering Humility and Perſecution; and 
God made uſe of poor, ignorant, and weak Men, for 
the accompliſhing this great Deſign, that his Power 
might appear the greater. 
Now, that what | have told you is true, what Surety 
40 you require? To bid me ſhew you theſe Matters of 
FaR, is childiſh; to call for a Mathematical Demonſtra- 
tion is ridiculous; and both impoſſible: We cannot be 
aſſur d of Things paſt, but by Oral or written Tradition; 
both which ſtand for me. I can bring you Avouchers of 
all Ages, and of all Countries: Some writ what they 
faw; and ſeal'd their Writing with their Blood; others 
have handed down to Poſterity what they receiv'd from 
their Predeceſſors: In a Word, a Man that will not be- 
lieve Facts contain'd in my ſhort Account, by the ſame 
Rule muſt believe nothing; but to wave farther Diſpute, 
and not to enter into the vaſt Ocean of this Controver- 
a5 I will only deſire you to grant, that *tis probable 
-hriſtian Religion was reveal'd by God. Y | 
Eudox. Well, I grant your Requeſt, but then we ſhall 
be juſt where we were; for ſtill half your Task. will re- 
main undone: For tho” God has reveal'd this Religion, 
by what Logick will you infer, that he commands all Men 
tocmbrace it. | 
Exſeb. I thank you for minding me of my Duty, and 
I will — my ſelf of it m a Moment. Firſt, 
Chriſt bids his Apoſtles promulge his Law to all Nations: 
Then he ſays, that thoſe who. are baptiz'd and believe, 
ſhall be ſav'd ; but thoſe who will not believe, ſhall be 
5 1 con- 
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condemned; that he will laugh at thoſe before the An+ 
gels, who ſhall bluſh to confeſs his Name on Earth: In 
fine, his Apoſtle tells us, we can be ſav'd in noother Name 
but that of Jeſus Chriſt, Theſe Paſſages prove my Tbe- 
ſis without the trouble of Inference; they are plain with- 
out Gloſs or Comment. * 

Exdox. Right, it you can aſſure me the Places you 
quote are Canonical, id eſt, either deliver'd by Chriſt, or 
at his Command, by his Apoſtles. ö 

Euſeb. Why, Sir, you can no more queſtion the Pla- 
ces I cite, than the very Exiſtence of Chriſt, and of his 
Apoſtles ; for they ſtand on the ſame Bottom; Tradition 
that eſtabliſhes the one, confirms the other. 

Eudox. Well, well, go on. 

Exſeb. Thus much therefore I have gain'd; 'tis doubt- 
ful wherher there be a God or no: Tis doubttul whether 
— Religion be wot the only ſaving Religion in the 

id. f | 

Theo. You have; pray make your Advantage. 

Euſeb. I will, Sir, and hope to improve my Advantage 
ſo far, as to demonſtrate, that Atheiſts and Latitudina- 
rians ſeem to loſe their Reaſonthe firſt Moment they a- 
buſe it; and that, tho” they pretend to ſquare their Be- 
lief and Conduct by the Rules of the moſt refin*d Pru- 
dence, they fail moſt wretchedly in the Execution. 

Theo. I perceive, Eudoxa, we muſt preſently away to 
Bethlem ; it will not be amiſs to lay in Proviſions before 

hand: But, Exſebizs, you have much Buſineſs on your 
Hands, and before that bediſpatch'd your Head may be in 
ſome Diſorder alſo: To your Task, if you pleaſe. 


DIALOGUE V. / 
I: being ſuppoſed doubtful, whether there be a Ged, 
or whether all Religions are Saving: The Atheiſts 


and Latitudinarians expoſe themſelves to exgeam 
Hazard. | 


Exſeb. Wk are agreed at preſent, Theomarhur, that 
a dot theſe Propoſitions are uncertain: There 
4 God; there is no God; and you, Endoxas, are on the 


ſame 
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ſame Terms with me concerning theſe two: Any Religiog 
i Saving.” The Chriſtian Religion alone is Saving : If 
therefore it be true there is @ God; tis certainly falſe 
zbere 15 mo God; but then if it be true there is no God, by 


the ſame Rule *tis falſe there i5.@ God: Again, if it be 


true all Religions ave Saving; then tis falſe he Chriſtian 
Religion alone is Saving; but if it be true he Chriſtian 
Religion alone is Saving; then tis alſo falſe all Religion, 
are Saving : For God who can do all things, diſowns the 
Power ofy placing Truth in both Members of a Contra- 
diction. Now, Gentlemen, I enter upon my Proof. 
When two. uncertain Opinions lie before me, I am 
oblig'd by all-the Laws of Prudence, to chuſe that which 
cannot prejudice me much, tho? it chance to be falſe, and 
will turn to my Advantage if it happen to be true; and 
on the contrary, *tis an infallible Symptom of a crazy 
Judgment, to cloſe with that, which, tho? true, promiſes 
an inconſiderable Gain, and threatens me with Ruin and 
Deſtruction, if falſe. This may be laid down as a Poſtu- 
latum for Practice, and is no leſs evident, than any Axiom 
in Mathematicks is for Theory. By this Compaſs the 
wiſe Stateſman ſteers his Courſe; by this Card the 
thriving Merchant fails, and the cynning Gameſter mo- 
dels his Play by this infallible Maxim. A wiſe Prince, 
before he engages in an Expedition, draws up the whole 
Proſpe& of Gain, in caſe Succeſs crowns his Enterprize ; 
and that of Loſs, in caſe, it end in Diſappointment and 
Miſcartiage; he weighs his Hopes with his Fears; the 
Hazard of loſing, with the Probability of gaining; and 
will never embark himſelf in an Enterprize hand over 
Head : When he knows (though Succeſs follows his Stan- 
dard) he ſhall only maſter an ineonſiderable Village, or 
a contemptible Town ; bat if it flies over to his Enemies, 
his whole Kingdom will be the Reward of their Victory, 
and the Price of his Defeat: On the other fide, if a Prince 
falls upon his Neighbour, at leaſt with equal Forces, 
and knows (if Fortune favours his Arms) he ſhall ſubdue 
a Kiggdom; and though it frawns he can only loſe an 
abandon'd Bourg, and perchance not even that; in this 


Caſe, tho' he be diſappointed of Succeſs, he carries off 


the Title of Viſe and Prudent; he play'd his Game well, 
though he loſt the Sett; and every Man mult be ſo juſt to 
his Merit, as to confeſs his venture was prudent, though 


- 4 


bot ſuccelbful. A Mer 
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A Merchant manages with Prudence and Caution his 
Affairs, when he has brought the whole Myſtery of Tra- 
ging to ſuch a Point, that his Gain may be exceſſive, 
and his Loſs cannot be conſiderable : But ſhould a Man 
of Traffick and Commerce, put twenty thouſand Pounds 
aboard a leaky Veſſel, and ſend it to the Indies, through 
as many Dangers as there are Shelves in the Sea, or 
Winds in the Compaſs, with the bare Hopes of gaining 
Six-pence; would not you, and all the World poſt him 
up for a Madman? Would you not think him fitter to lie 
in Bethlem, than to walk in the Exchange. | | 
 Theom. Yes ſurely, I would judge him very rich, or 
ſuperlatively fooliſh; and would Duck and Drake away 
my Money, rather than confide it to his keeping. 

Euſeb. Should a Man lay me ten to one at Croſs or Pile ; 
I ſuppoſe you would call me wiſe if I took the Bett? But 
then, if I ſhould turn the Tables, and ſtake a Million a- 
gainſt a Farthing; would you not brand me with Folly 
and Extravagance? Would you not conclude, that either 
I knew not the true Value of Money, or thought it a 
Burthen ? For, at this rate, I ſhould drain a Treaſure in a 
Moment, greater than that of Poreſi, and turn Bankrupt 
jn ſpight of good Luck it ſelf. Cie. 55 

Theom. You can run out in Poſitions that are un- 
doubtedly true: Pray wheel about to the Application; 
methinks you ſhoot at Random. es 
Euſeb. | ack for you preſently; When two Propoſitions 
are uncertain, by the Rules of Prudence you ought to chuſe 
that which cannot prejudice you, tho it chance to be falſe ; 
and will infallibly turn to your Advantage, 5 it prove true. 
On the contrary, t aw extream piece of Fe 


and Deſtruction, if falſe; and cannot better your Fortune, 
or improve your Intereſt, though true. Now, thoſe Propo- 
litions are ſuppos'd by us uncertain; There is a God; 
There is no God: All Religions are Saving; Only the 


* 


Chriſtian Religion is Saving. You are therefore both 


oblig'd in Prudence to embrace thoſe Opinions which will 
prove highly advantageous to you, if true; and will 
bring no Diſadvantage, if falſe, | | 
' Theom, We ſubſcribe to your Concluſion. 

Euſeb. But you embrace thoſe Opinions, which, if falſe, 
pucry you into eternal Miſery ; and, if true, are not * 
e 7 $ #Þ + 3 Cott 25m 64S] t 
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to advantage your Happineſs: What then remains but 
this Conſequence; that you both forſake thoſe glorious 
Rules of Prudence and Reaſon ſo much extoll'd by A- 
theiſts and Latitudinarians, and never regarded when 
they act by their own Principles? 9 5 ; 
Theo. Ho, Sir! You have been poring on Monſieur 
Paſcal; at leaſt you are not (I am ſure) of the Society; 
for thoſe good Fathers will not ſtoop fo low as to take up 
Arguments, at ſecond Hand, or to uſe Weapons beaten 
On that Gentleman's Anvil. oh = 
 Exſeb. Under Favour ; Arguments are not like Cloaths, 
the worſe for uſing > Nay, methinks, a Proof that has 
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been on frequent Service, is like thoſe Veteran Soldiers, 
who neither ſtart at the Noiſe of Muſquets, nor the Re- 
port of Cannons. Sir, let us not wake Monſieur Paſca 
he ſleeps quietly in his Grave; and if he has laid Crimes 
at the Jeſuits door they were not guilty of, he has long 
fince cry'd Peccavi; he has anſwer'd for his Letters at 
God's Tribunal, and either receives Hell for the Paniſh- n 
ment, or Heaven for the Reward of his Labours: Tho 0 
ſome have queſtion'd his Charity, no Man ever doubted V 
of his Wit; and I am pretty well convinc'd he preſs d 

x the Atheiſt more Home with this Argument, than he l3 
pinch'd the Jeſuits with his Dialogues. However, let us fr 


ſtep ſoftly over him; the Gentlemen of Port- Royal are ik 
good Friends, but dangerous Enemies; and if you attack 

one, you draw the whole Fraternity upon ou. 

8 eo. Well, Sir, I deny, tho' this Propoſition be Falſe, th 

| there is no Cod, I can receive any Diſadvantage. 6 

Eudox. And l am of the ſame Opinion, tho? this hap- 

pen to be Falſe, all Religions are Saving. 

Euſeb. Let us then, for the preſent, ſuppoſe this Propoſi- 

tion is Falſe, there it zo God; therefore this is true, here 

is a God: Now if there be God, he is Juſt. | 

Theo. He is. 5 

Euſeb. Therefore he muſt, and will puniſh thoſe who 

tranſgreſs his Law, and queſtion his Authority: For be 

acts no leſs againſt the Laws of Juſtice, who winks at 

Crimes, than he who martyrs Innocence: This we call 

Tyranny, and Oppreſſion; that criminal Indulgence, 

and Partiality, both claſh with Juſtice;- the one exceeds 

a Mean; the other falls ſhort of it: No God cannot act 

with Juſtice, unleſs the Puniſhment bears ſome * 
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with the Offence: Seeing therefore there is an infinite 
Diſtance between the Offender and the Perſon offended ; 
the Puniſhment muſt be in ſome ſort Infinite; bur it 
cannot be Infinite in Intention; therefore it mult be in 
Exteiſtion, or Continuance. | 
Beſides, the Lives of the moſt refif'd Debauthees, 
run on in a never-interrupted Series of Proſperity ; they 
neither groan under the Pangs of Sickneſs; nor the 
throws of Poverty; they enjoy the bleſſing of Health; 
and wallow in Abundance; their Undertakings, though 
laid with Folly, come off with Succeſs; and ſo they 
carry off Profit and Applauſe, though their Conduct de- 
ſerves Diſappointment and Contempt; they ſail on pro- 
ſperouſly with all Winds; and if ſometimes they ſtick up- 
on a Rock, they only 3 the Danger to get off 
with Pleaſure. Now ſeeing God is Juſt; and does not 
drag out theſe MalefaQors to Execution in this World; 
'tis clear they will feel the weight of his juſt Reſent- 
ment in the other. So that, Theomachas, if there be a 
God, you ſee, what expects you hereafter : Juſtice, Re- 
venge, Torments, and Miſery. 
ut then, if Chriſtian * be true; and the on- 
/orld; the Scene is ſhifted 
from bad to worſe; from Horror to Amazement: And 
N in the ſame Misfortune with your Friend. 
hough the Light of Nature tells us God will crown his 
Friends in the next World, and chaſtiſe his Enemies: Yet 
the Light of Nature cannot particularize either the Re- 
wards or Puniſhments, This Arcaz«m we owe to Divine 
Revelation alone; and we have Grounds ſufficient, at 
leaſt, to make it highly probable he has reveal'd it; and 
if it be true, that he has, the Atheiſt and Latitudinariag 
play Craſs and Pile at an exceſſive Diſadvantage; they 
ſtake an Eternity of Happineſs, and another of Miſery 
againſt a Bauble ; for they cannot loſe the firſt without 
falling foul on the ſecond; like accurſed Cain, they 
will be baniſh'd from the. Face of God, and carry on 
their Foreheads a perpetual Mark of his Vengeance, 
md their Reprobation: They will fry in Pitch and Flame 


* 


in Brimſtone without Pity, without Compaſſion, an 


(what is worſe) without r wichont Annihilation; 


and.can fancy frame a greater Torment, than always to 


de bart d of the Sight of God? And always to defire 2 


Glimpſe 
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Glimpſe of that infinite Beauty, than always to burtf 
and rage with Devils, and always to deſpair of Releaſe- 
ment; to theſe ſtrange Misfortunes do Atheiſts and La- 
titudinarians expoſe themſelves, ¶ there be a God; ana 
if Chriſtian Religion be the only Saving Religion in the 
World; and, for ought you know, both may be true. 
Theo, You follow your Adverſaries with ſo much Heat, 
that you wound your ſelf in the Purſuit; your very Ar- 
guments deſtroy your Hypotheſis; and whillit you ſuppoſe 
there may be a God, yon very learnedly demonſtrate 
there is none. | 
Exſeb. You have a mind to ſport, but Jeſts never im- 
ove into Arguments, nor can Raillery grow up into 
— 
Theo. Sir, you miſtake, I am not in a jeſting Humour: 
Pray, if there be a God, is he not Merciful? 
geb. He is. ee Fae | EL 
Theo. And if you ſuppoſe a God, and at the ſame 


time prove, that he is unjuſt, unmerciful, nay, tyrannical 


and favage; do you not pull down with one Hand, what 


ou raiſe with the other? Does not your Proof fly in the 


ace of your Poſition? You ſay, if there be a God, [ 
ſhall feel the weight of his exaſperated Anger for all Eter- 
Nity : I ſhall glow in Pitch, and boil in Brimſtone : What 
is this but to clap the moſt exorbitant Tyranny on 
Mercy it ſelf? To blend Cruelty with Meekneſs? Bar- 
darity with Juſtice? To fink an infinite Mercy into Cru- 
elty? And to turn God into a Chimera 
ou may perchance ſcare poor Children, or ſilly Wo- 
men with your Qzivedo's V irons of Hell; and ſwell his 
Fancies into divine Revelation; but Men are not fo eafily 
impos'd upon. I know, if there be a God, he is merciful ; 
and that it is not Mercy's Office to butcher, but to par- 
don: Beſides, you confeſs, that God is the Model of all 
Perfection; that our Vertde is but a dark Beam of his. 
How then can he command us (as you ſay he does) to re- 
venge Affronts with Favours? Lo lay down our Lives for 
our Enemies; when he proſecutes his with Racks and 
Flames? Either therefore there is no Hell, or no Mercy 
in God; and then there will be no God: Take which 
part of the Dilemma you pleaſe; I ſhall be pretty ſecure 
againſt future Contingencies: So that you ſee we A- 
theiſts and Libertines walk on more even than 
you imagine. Eꝛſel. 
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Euſeb. I might return your own Argument upon you; 
and ſhew that you run his Mercy ſo higb, that you quite 
diſcard his Juſtice: But I will wave this Advantage, and 
fngle out your Reaſons; which rather amaze, than con- 
vince. - You ſay God's Goodneſs hinders him from taking 
any cognizance of Crimes in the next World: There- 
fore it is lawful to trample upon his Majeſty; to controul 
his Orders; and to ſpurn at his Commands: He who ſo 
dotes on our Perſons, cannot revenge the Offences : 
Therefore Blaſphemy, Murders, Adulteries, and all 
thoſe Crimes that outrage Nature, and put even Atheiſts 
to the bluſh, are but indifferent Actions; they have no 
more harm than what flows from Viſion, Prejudice, and 
Imagination: For were they Crimes, they would deſerve 
Puniſhment in the next World: Now Mercy ties God's 
Hands, according to your new Syſtem; and abſolves the 
Criminal. Hence it follows, that ſeeing no Action de- 
ſerves Puniſhment; no Actions are Crimes; and by con- 
ſequence there is no Law, for every Crime is a Tranſ- 
greſſion of the Law. This is a comfortable Doctrine for 
Whores and Rogues; and you deſerve a Penſion from 
Goals, and Baudy-houſes. Such Helps as theſe keep up 
the Trade, inrich the Hangman, and break down all the 
Barriers of Shame, to let into the World a Deluge of 
Lewdne(fs, and Abominations. Thus whilſt you plead 
for God's Mercy, you ſolicit for Vice, and turn Advo- 
cate for Impiety. | 1 1 
grant God is Good and Merciful; and we need no 
; other Evidence to illuſtrate this Truth; but that you 
5 dreathe and enjoy the common Bleſſing of Mankind: 
y Had not God rather follow'd the mild Inclinations of his 
I 
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Mercy, than the more ſevere Laws of his Juſtice, Pu- 
niſhment had trod on the Heels of your Crimes; he had 
1 tore you from your Debaucheries, in flagranti, and left 
I not a Moment between the Sin and your Damnation: 
„Bot, Sir, he has forgone his Right, and taken more mild 
xr Methods; he has bore your Iniolence theſe many Years 
d WI Vith Patience, and call'd you to Repentance, when he 
y WK "ight have deliver'd you over to Puniſhment : No, I am 
h bold what bold Returns of Ingratitude you have made 


re or this exceſſive Kindneſs: You have (more than once) 
* In the very Face of the Sun, to the Scandal not only of 
i Religion, but of Humanity; ſpit in the Face of Wes 
9. | ne 
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finite Mercy: You have burleſqued his Goodneſs, and | 
| . deny'd he ever ſaw your Crimes, or hated em; f 
aſe he did not revenge them on the Spot, and put b 
an end to your Life, and Blaſphemies the ſame Moment: . 
Vet after all theſe flaming Attempts againſt his Preroga- f 
tive, and Perſon; you not only live, but receive continu- . 
al Favours from his Munificence; he expects only a Pec- 7 
cavi to ſeal your Pardon, and to cancel your Offences; 10 
but if you will ſtand to your abominable Principles, and * 
droll upon his Menaces; if you will puſn on Obſtinacy b 
to the Grave, he will ſoften your hard Heart in Flames, W *: 
and teach you, by a diſmal Experience, that he wants not 
Mercy, but that you do not deſerve to feel the Effects of ſo 
amiable an Attribute. | | | 
In ſhort, God is good, becauſe he created ſo vile 2 a 
Creature as Man, to fo high a Fortune; becauſe when e 
our firſt Parent Adam withdrew himſelf from Duty, and 
engag'd his whole Poſterity in open Rebellion, he was Wl © 
leas d to aſſume our Nature, to expiate our Sins with his en 
lood, and to breathe into our Souls a new Life of Grace am 
by his Death; becauſe he ſets a thouſand Wheels on work, Nef 
to draw back Sinners to Repentance, and generally gives iro 
them Time, and always Grace, to look into their irregular MW 4 
Conduct, and to deteſt it: Theſe are undoubteq Marks me. 
of a moſt ſolid Goodneſs; and by this Square, God mei 
commands us to model our Behaviour towards our Ene - er. 
mies, and he has laid before us ſo compleat a Pattern, Loc 
that we ſhall never be able to reach it. | 
But then God has regard to Juſtice, even when he | 
ſeems to abandon himſelf totally to the Conduct of Mer- 
for theſe Perfections which ſtand at the Helm of 
oyernment are never at Variance; their Advice is Uni- 
form, and both conſpire to baniſh Contuſion, and to eſta- 
dliſh Order; for God's Mercy is nothing elſe, but a fin- 
eere Intention to procure-a Creature Good, ſo far only 
35 Order will permit: Therefore, when a Creature has 
diſtucb'd/ this Order, God's Mercy purſues the Crimi. 
nal, he offers him his Grace, and invites him a thouſand 
times to re-eſtabliſh by Repentance, the Order he bad 
broken by his Diſobedience: And then, if he will not 
hearken to theſe kind Exhortations; Juſtice forces him 
to re-ſettle it by Torments ; for God, tho? he be Omn'- 
Potent, cannot permit Diſorder: He muſt either ! 
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itin Time, by forgiving Sins, or in Eternity, by puniſh- 
ing them. In fine, Sir, Mercy governs in this World, 
but its Commiſſion extends not to the other; zhere Ju- 
tice reigns alone, and either diſtributes Rewards or in- 
fits Puniſhment. Much good therefore may your Di- 
lemma do you. There is a God, and He is Merciſul: 
There ts a Cad, and He is Juſt. If that be a Perfection, ſo 
is this, nor are they incompatible: For tho' one Vice 
may jarr with another, Vertues are of a more peacea- 
ble ONES they live in Union, and can lodge in 

the ſame Brealt. | i 
Theom. I don't deny, but that Offences. againſt the 
divine Majeſty may deſerve ſome Puniſhment; and I 
know that if there be a God, he has Power to chaſtize 
as well as to reward; but an Eternal Puniſhment is 
very laſting, and looks more like an Act of Tyranny 
than Juſtice. I could allow well enough of a round Fit 
of the Gout, or Stone; or let God puniſh my Crimes 
on my Cattle with Murrains, Plagues aud Mortality, I 
am contented: But an Eternal Torment for one Eſcape 
of Nature, for one Sally of Paſſion, can only proceed 
ſtom Exceſs of Cruelty. 
Euſeb. We ſhould live under a moſt happy Govern- 
ment, were all our Judges of your ſoft Diſpoſition; what 
merry Days ſhould we enjoy it Murtherers were only Pil- 
lory'd ? Sodomites whipt? And T raytors confin'd to their 
Lodgings? Such ſevere Laws, would no doubt diſarm 
Vice, diſcourage Villany, and put all Roguery out of 
Countenance. But, Sir, tell me, would not fuch over- 
ſtrainꝰd Mercy let looſe the whole Kennel of Abominati- 
ons? Would it not cut off all the Lines of Communi- 
cation between Man and Man, and turn all into a Heap of 
Confuſion? Would not you judge thoſe more guilty who 
made ſuch Laws, than thoſe who broke *em? I am ſure 
jou would call out for ſome Grains of Severity, and ap- 
ply a more violent Remedy to cure the agonizing Go- 
ernment, Yet you ate in an ill Humour, becauſe God 
does not ſteer his Conduct by thoſe condefcending Me- 
mods you condemn; and if he did, you would as cer- 
any arraign his Mercy, as. now you. impeach his Ju- 
lice, In a Word, Theomachas, as I told you above, 
mere is an infinite Diſtance beteewn God and Man; 
nzrefore the Malice of N. Sin is as Divines hold, in 
ü . ome 
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ſome Sort infinite ; therefore, it deſerves a Puniſhment, 
in ſome Sort infinite. But it can be only infinite in Du- 
ration; therefore every mortal Sin deſerves an Eternal 
Puniſhment. How then dare you faſten on God Cruelty 
and Barbariſm, when he only proportions the Pain tothe 
Offence. Sir, take my Advice: Tis more ſecure for 
you to repent, than to complain; *tis Madneſs to pla 
with the ſupream Being, very to treat ill the bell 
of Friends, Frenzy to provoke the ſtrongeſt Enemy. 
Tbeom. If I carry God's Mercy too high, you ſtretch 
his Juſtice beyond all Proportion. What Equality can 
you diſcover between a momentary Offence, and a never- 
ending Pain? Between a Malice that has ſome Bounds, 
and a Puniſhment that has none? Methinks, at leaſt an 
Age of Torments may expiatea Day of unlawful Plea- 
ſure: But to rack and torture a ſhort-liv'd Frailty, Eter- 
nally; is to ſtrain Juſtice to the very pitch of Cruelty. 
Exſeb. No doubt, Juſtice always proportions the Pu- 
niſhment to the Offence ; but then, this Proportion can- 


not conſiſt in an equal Duration of the Crime, and the 


Pain. I have known a Perjury that paſs'd through 2 
D——'s Teeth in a Moment, pillory'd a whole Hour: 
And I have ſeen the guilty Patient run the Gantlet from 
Newgate to Tyburn. Yet tho' the Puniſhment was of a 
longer Continuance, than the Oath ; who complain'd of 
Cruelty, but thoſe very Raſcals that deſerv'd the Cor- 
rection? Does nor Juſtice ſometimes take Criminals by 
the Ears ? And make the Guilty compound for their 
Tranſgreſſions, with the Loſs of thoſe innocent Members, 
which ſetdom return to their Owners. Felons, Murthe- 
rers and Traytors by the Law of Nation ſuffer Death, 
that is a Puniſhment in ſome kind Eternal: And if the 
Soul be mortal (as the Atheiſts contend) abſolutely lo 


becauſe it forces the Criminals into 'a Stare of Nothing, 


in which they muſt eternally remiain. 'The Vote of 
Mankind runs therefore 4yainſ your Notion of Equity ; 
and the Atheiſt's Idea of Juſtice is no more defenfible, 
than his Practice. Nay, Sir, if any Crime againſt a 
Prince or the Commonwealth can juſtly deſerve Death, 
one againſt God as juſtly deferves Hell eternally. ' 
For as on the one Side the Grandure, Majeſty, and 


PerfeQions of God, ſurpaſs infinitely thoſe of the greateſt 


and moſt abſolute Monareh that ever breath'd : So = 
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the other, our Obligation ro obey, reſpect and love this 
auguſt Maſter, riſes with his Greatneſs Therefore an 
Offence againſt God, exceeds that againſt a Prince, at 
leaſt terminative in the ſame Proportion that the Perfecti- 
ons of the one excel the Baſeneſs of the other, There- 
fore as there can be no Compariſon between the Offen- 
ces, there mult be none between the Puniſhments. Now 
let the Puniſhment of a Crime againſt God be never fo 
reat, if it be not eternal, there muſt of neceflity be ſome 
roportion between it and Death, the juſt Puniſhment of 
a Treaſon againſt the Perſon of a temporal Prince: There- 
foreno Puniſhment can equal an Offence W "v7 un- 
leſs it be eternal. | 1 
Theo. You ſuppoſe when we recreate Nature we erect 
a high Court of 2 and commiſſion Judge to arraign 
him; this is a Theological Speculation. No, no, we 
are fo far from queſtioning his Authority, or impeach- 
ing his Majeſty ; that we do not even think of him in 
our Debauchees : We intend not to diſpleaſe him; but 
to pleaſe our Appetites; to regale our Senſes, and en- 
joy the Creature. | 
Euſeb. This is an excellent Plea for Thieves and Murs 
derers ; and (would it hold) the Government might ſhut 
vp Newgate, and pull down the Gallows; for few High- 
waymen think of her Majeſty, or her Laws, while they 
Murder and take Purſes on the Road. Let ns ſuppoſe 
one of thoſe Gentlemen on the Ladder, haranguing thus 
the SpeQators. Good People! Iam brought to an un- 
timely, and (what is worſe) to a moſt fhameful End, 
againſt all the Laws of Juſtice. I was brought to the Bar 
for affronting her Majeſty : The Jury has found me 
Guilty; and the Judge condemn'd me. Now [ protelt, . 
I never harbour'd an unbeſeeming Thought of her Ma- 
jeſty I have ſerv'd my Sovereign at the Expence of my 
lood ; and was always ready to maintain her juit Rights 
and Prerogatives with my Life and Fortune. Ifollow'd 
my Maſter to Steenherck, and Norwinde, and loſt ſome 
Fleſh, and my Money in his Service : At my return, I 
was put to my Shifts, and could meet with no Relief, 
but on the Highway: Here I providentially fell upon a 
preſent Supply, 1 traſt up a Brace of Lawyers, and ca- 
ſed a ſolitary Parſon ; but in all my Expeditions, I ne- 
ver dreamt of her Majefty : How then could I affrontor 
h TS offend 
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otfend her? What Relation is there between the Prin- 
ceſs and the SubjeQ, that an injury offer'd one, muſt 
rebound on the other? What think you? Would this 
Loyal Speech reverſe the Sentence. | 

Zheom. No: | think Mr. Sheriff would bid Jack-ketch 
do his Office. 8 . 

Euſeb. I am of your Opinion: But then has not this 
Knight of the Queen's Highway an Atheiſt's Plea? He 
crys not Guilty, good People! Becauſe in the actual Trant- 
pecfſion of the Queen's Laws, he neyer thought of her 

ajeſty; and you plead for impunity ; becauſe {whilſt 
you outrag'd Nature) you never dreamt of God. vir, 
God is abſolute Monarch of the Univerſe : He owes his 
Title to Soveraiguty, neither to Birth, nor Election: 
His Right is founded in his boundleſs Perfedions. Thoſe 
Laws of Nature you tranſgteſs without Scruple, or Re- 
morſe, are of his making, and to controul his Orders, 
is to atfront his Perſon; So that though Sinners do not 
queition his Authority, at leaſt they deſpiſe it : Now 
tor avile Worm to contend with, and dare ſo great, ſo 
awful a Majeſty, is to overſhoot Inſolence it ſelf, 

Theem. Well; God's Jullice, together with Devils, 
Flames, Darkneſs, and Defpair, would diſcompoſe 
me, con'd I perſwace my ſelf, my Soul wou'd te- 
vive my Body; but alas, we enter into the World 
like Beaſts; aud make as inglorious an Exit: Our Bo- 
dies fall into Duſt; and our Souls into Nothing: T'wen- 
ty Years hence I ſhail be, what I was a thouſand 
. Years ago; a meer xe eas, uncapable either of Pain or 
Pleaſure, Re 1 

Eaſeb. This Evaſion. chills my Blood. What can't 
vou defend your Cauſe without drawing upon Nature ? 
Nor prove you are no Fool, without confefling your {elf 
a Beaſt? I could cafily force you from this Retrenchment, 

by demonſirating the Immortality of the Soul; but | 
leave this Enterprize to a more convenient Seaſon. In 
the mean time, I only deſire to know whether you are 
ſure, the Sov] ends with the laſt Breath: Without cer- 
tainty, you are juſt where you was;-expos'd to that 
_ miſerable State, that teſpects Atheiſts, if there be a God. 
Tell me then, are you ſuce Mens Souls are Mortal? 


Theom. When! compare the Operations af Beaſts with 


thoſe of Mey, methip«s we ſtand on the ſame Level, 
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yet a Voice within, tells me I am of a more noble Ex- 
traction; and this ſoft Whiſper pelters my Brain with 
Doubts, and my Heart with Fears. 

Euſeb. Perchance therefore your Soul is Immortal: 


perchance there is a God, a Hell, and a Heaven: Per- 


chance Chriſtianity is the only Saving Religion in the 
World. Now if theſe Things are real, (and for ought 
you know they are) what will become of Atheiſts, and 
Latitudinarians ? How nicely will they have manag'd 
their Affairs; when they ' fee themſelves ſtript of all 
Title to Heaven, and find an eternal Habitation prepa- 
ted in Hell? You ſee what Hazard you run ; and there- 
fore I muſt conclude your Conduct is fooliſh, and mad 
to Frenzy ; unleſs you can make good to Evidence, that 
if your Opinions prove true, you ſhall enjoy ſome Good, 
that counterpoiſes the eternal Loſs of Heaven; nay, and 
the exhorbitant Tortures of Hell; for to riſque the Main 
withour good Warrant and Caution, is Raſhnefs, and 
even Fury beyond Extravagance. I have laid open the 
juſt Subject of your Fears; favour me with a full Pro- 


ſpect of your Hopes. 1 * 
CCC ĩ CERES ESSE GEE SEUSEE 


DIALOGUE VL. 
The Advantage Atheiſts and Latitudinarians can expect if 
there be no God; and i all Religions are Saving, 18 
not comparable to the Diſadvantage they fear, if there be 
a God; and if one Religion alone be Saving. 


Tbeom. & IR, you have aſſign'd me an eaſy Task; and 
7 " I undertake it with Pleaſure: You have 
cawn up a frightful Bill of our Loſſes, if there be God; 
and if ane Religion only be Saving : | will balance it with 
mother of our Gain, if we are in the Right; and then 
you'll confeſs our Affairs are in a better Poſture than you 
imagine, and perchance then you wiſh; if we venture 
much, we hope for more; the Harveſt balances our 
Labour and Expence; I know not through what Pro- 
ſpective you view the Pleaſures of Life: Methinks, they 
"reſent us a fine Proſpect; and in ſpight of the moſt ſevere 
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Philoſophy, dart forth too melting Charms to be contenip- 


tible. No doubt Life is a great Bleſſing; 'tis above 


Purchaſe, and cannot be over-rated ; but then Pleaſure 
alone raiſes its Value: Diveſt it of pleaſing . Senſations, 
and 'twill become a Burthen. Were l ſure never to be 
- pleas'd, I ſhould unwiſh my ſelf, and Bribe ſome Bravo 
to diſpatch me: I ſhould fall out with my Exiſtence, 
and long to return to my Qzondam Nothing. How va- 
luable then is Pleaſure, that can ſet ſo vaſt a Price on ſo 
mean a Thing? And give it the firſt place in our Withes, 
that would take up the laſt in our Deſires? I know ill na- 
tur'd Philoſophers, and viſionary Divines, have employ'd 
their Rhetorick to run down Pleaſure, and to talk it out 
of Countenance. They have Libell'd it theſe thouſand 
Years, and attack'd it with Auxiliaries drawn from Dog- 
gerel and InveQive: Vet it ſtands its Ground, and main- 
tains its Poſt with Reputation. Time, that lays open the 
Defects of other Things, has (it ſeems) diſcover'd fome 
Perfections in Pleaſure; for 'tis now courted more then 
ever: And this fair Helen has more Gallants than that 
of Greece: It gro t cheap under Tryal; but riſes 
under Uſe, and Experiment; it neither gluts, nor ſur- 
feits ; its Beauty is ks the Flower, and out of 


the Reach of Age. Cities Nye chang'd Places Empires 
have ſunk under the Weiß of their own Greatneſs ; 
new Cuſtoms have: worn Fut the Memory of the, old; 
But the deſire of Pleaſure has never vary'd: This run 
in all our Veins: We took it from our Fathers, and 
bequeath it to our Children; 'tis the prime End of Na- 
ture, and almoſt the ſole Object of Inclination. Now 
it ſeems ſtrange that all Men ſhould dote of Deformity, 
and run into the Embracements of Nothing; that they 
ſhould prize above all Things, what is below Price; and 
ſo turn Fool or Madmen for Company. You will per- 
chance tell me, that I am miſtaken in my Calcolatipn ; 
and marſhal up a Brigade of Anchorites to confute my 
Arithmetick. Theſe Men (you'll ſay) made War upon 
Pleaſure. They faſted and diſciplin'd themſelves into 4 
Loathing of it; and ſometimes mur'd up a Senſe to for- 
tify the Avenues againſt ſo vile, \and ſo treacherous an 
Enemy. Theſe Men therefore who thus perſecuted 
Pleaſure, were neither fond of its Charms, nor well 
convinc'd of its Excellence, © _ 
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hut accordi ng to the Proverb, One Swallow makes not 4 


Sammer; your rare Example of Abſtinence, and Morti- 
tication cannot weaken my univerſal Induction: They 
leave it in its entire Force; nay, they ſtrengthen it; for 
you gaze on ſuch Men as Miracles; and propoſethem to 
the World, rather to be admir'd than imitated : Nay; 
they purſu'd Pleafure whil(t they renounc'd it; and fo 
only ſhov'd it away with one hand, and drew it to them 
with the other: For as there is oftentimes a ſecret Pride 


even in Humility; ſo there is a Pleaſure in Self-denial; 


and all that you can prove by theſe Examples is, thar 


Men's Palates have different Contextures ; and what 


tickles gently ſome, grates upon others: In a Word, to 
queſtion the Goodnets.of Pleaſure; is to deny Experi- 
ment, and contradict Demonſtration. | 

Thus; Sir, you ſee if Atheifts hazard ſomething, they 
hope for more: Pleaſure, Satisfaction, and a moſt hap- 
py Life, balance all thoſe Miſeries which may befal us 


after Death. For my part, I cannot think, that the fond- 
eſt Imagination can over-flouriſh, or even paint to the 


Life, the Happineſs of thoſe whoknever check Nature, 
but give her the Reins, and follow blindly her Directi- 
ons. , They can regale — feaſt Revenge, and 
treat Sexuality with Splendour : Theſe odd Notions of 
Good and Evil, fame into che Head, they raiſe Damps 
on the Conſcience, and daſh Delights with Gall and 
Wormwood. If we muſt pen up our Appetites, and 
confine 'em to Limits, adieu Content. For in Reali- 

, we properly enjoy Nothing, when we refuſe our Paſ- 
ons any Thing. But when we follow the Bent of Na- 
ture, and ſwim down the Current of Inclination, *tis 


then we poſſeſs a Bliſs equal to your ſo much talk'd of 


Heaven. But with this only Difference that it wants 
Immortality. Now Exſebizs, where is your folly ? If 
our Opinious are falſe, tis ſure we ſhalt be undone here- 
after: But then, if they prove true; our Happineſs will 
be greater than our Miſery can be, tho? they prove falſe: 
For if we ſide with the Belief of a God, and of Chriltian 
Religion, and live up to the Rigour of thoſe Beliefs; 
we diſcard our ſelves of all the Pleaſures of Life; nay, 
and turn it into a Torture. Now Miſeries in the Hand, 
pinches more than Miſeries in Reverſion 


Tx Eudox. 
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Eudox. Tbeomac bus, you have forgot the topping branch 
of our Privilege: If we believe a God, and the Myſte- 
ries of Chriſtianity, we muſt enflave Reaſon, and regu- 
late our Opinions by the Rules of Revelation: We muſt 


both ſhackle and hoodwink our Underſtanding, and 
ſtretch em on the Rack, to force em to deny firſt Prin- 


i 


ciples. Bot when we act by our Maxims, we breath a 


more open and free Air: We can toſs our Aſſent from 
one fide of the ContradiQion to the other: And believe 
to Day what we ſhall disbelieve to Morrow. Now this 
intelleQual Freedom is of a finer Nature, than any Plea- 
ſure of the. Senſe ; *tis an Appendix of Beatitude, and 


2 Prerogative of the Deity. Add this Exſeb:us, to what 


Theomachus has already produc'd; and you will have lit- 

e Reaſon to lay at our Door Folly and Raſhnefs. 

Exſeb. I cannot well determine Theomachas, whether 
your Speech deſerves an Anſwer, or Indignation. Such 
dating Impieties ſurpriſe me. The Practice of Lewdneſs 
and Senſuality is both ſhameful and ſcandalous. But to 
turn Advocate for Brutality ; to canonize Debauche- 
ries, and idolize Murders, T hefts and Adulteries, is to 
throw down the Incloſures that ſeparate Men from Beaſts, 


to clap Reaſon in the Dungeon, and Senſe on the 


Throne. | i *:53f] 

Had Bulls, Boars and Goats the Power to harangue 
in our Days, as in thoſe of Aſop, they would have diſ- 
play'd their Rhetorick on the ſame Subject; but, I 
doubt whether they would have ſcrew'd it up to your 
Pitch of Excellency. No, no; they would not have had 
Wit enough to crowd ſo many Follies, Blaſphemies and 
Impieties, in fo ſmall a Compaſs; nor Impudence to 
\ flouriſh on Lewdneſs in the Preſence of Men. 

So long as we keep within the Bounds of Moderati- 
on and Law, Pleaſure may be tolerated; yet let unlaw- 
ful Deſires appear never ſo charming, they are certainly 
contemptible, becauſe unwarrantable, and he who buys 
a SatistaQtion (tho* never ſo glittering) at the Expence 
of Duty, is ſure to over-purchaſe : The outward Appea- 
rance of Things cannot be the true Standard of their 
Value. Tinſel glitters no leſs than Gold, and a falſe 
Guinea often ſhines more than a true one. We muit 
waſh off the Faczs, before we can frame a right Judg- 
ment, or diſtingpiſh Sterling from counterfeit Coin. _ 
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ſures affect the Organ wil enough, but then they grate 
upon Reaſon; they always give us a troubleſome Fare- 


well, and make room for Repentance, I am confident, 


Sir, that the Ghoſts of your pait Delights have ſome- 
times diſorder'd you more, than the living Pleaſures di- 
verted you, and you have wiſh'd undone in a Calm, 
what you did in a violent Tranſport of Paſſion. 

A Man (as you ſay) who was ture never to be pleas'd, 
would have no great Reaſon to be over-fond of his Be- 
ing. For Pain and Suffering without any Relation to 
another World are very troubleſome Advantages; but 
then, who can be pleas'd when nothing but Riot and 
Luxury deſerves no Exiſtence: He is a Shame to Nature, 
and a perfect Scandal to his Kind. | 

You would fain draw a Proof for the Excellence of 
Pleaſure from the Multitude of its Abettors. But you 
do not conſider, that you have choſen an untoward Me- 
dium: For Judgments are not to be fram'd by Practice, 
but Reaſon. The Generality, you know, flick in the 
Surface of Things, and are ten Times more bigotted 
with Appearance than Reality. Ask the high-flown De- 
bauchees, and they will confeſs their Judgments jarr with 
their ConduQ; they even condemn Wickedneſs, whilſt 
they purſue it. 
But Pleaſure never gluts,/ never ſurſeitt. Why then are 
you always on the Change? Why do you feaſt your 
Paſſions with new Ragouſts, but to whet your Appetite 
with Variety, and to entertain it with freſh Appea- 
rances? 1 

To ſay we are as eager in the Purſuit of Pleaſure as 
our Forefathers were, proves only we carry about us the 
ſame Corruption, that our Nature bends to ill, as theirs 
did: And that we are all Children of the fame rebellious 
Parent, Their Judgments varied from their Practice, 
and fo do ours. They ſought out Vaults to ſhade their 
Impieties, and buried their Abominations in Darkneſs 
and Privacy: And this is a ſnrewd Argument, that they 
did not eſteem much theſe Things they bluſn'd at. 
Believe it, Sir, I am able to bring more than Divines and 
Anchorets, who have laſh'd unlawful Pleaſures, and bur- 
lefqu'd em. I could produce ſome of your own Tribe 
and Diſcipline, who deſerve Credit, becauſe they fpeak 
upon Experience. I took a Turn the other Day to the 
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King's Bench to viſita Friend; I found him in the Com- 
pany of ſome other Gentlemen, who had taken up their 
gings in that melancholy Retirement. Diſcontent ſar 
on their Faces; every Poſture mark'd Impatience, and 
every Word both Repentance and Deſpair : They had 
out-liv'd their Eſtates; and (what was worſe) all hopes 
of regaining em: I pity'd their Misfortune; but when 
I underſtood they had Raffled em for Wine, and barter'd 
em for Miſſes; my Pity turn'd almoſt into Indignation : 
I thought with my ſelf they deſerv'd no Eſtate, who 
knew ſo ill to — one; but at leaſt, (ſaid | with 
a Smile) you have had Pleaſures for your Money; and 
you feel even now this Satisfaction; that once you were 
happy. Quite contrary, (ſaid they) our former Felici- 
ty preſſes harder upon us than our preſent Miſery : And 
then they run out into ſuch Invet:ives againſt criminal 
Pleaſure, and rated Debauchery, with ſuch a Pathos and 
„that I eafily ſaw they ſpoke from the Heart, and 
declaim'd in earneſt. | 
I believe thoſe Gentlemen who lie under the Surgeon's 
Hands; who are ty'd up to Faſting, and Mercury, and 
drivil out in a Stove the Relicks of your incomparable 
Pleaſures, are much of the Coop'd-up Sguires Mind. For 
tho? the Vintners and Harlots have not invaded their 
Purſes, nor Luxury like a Whirl-pool ſwallow'd their 
Lands, yet Diſeaſes have over-ſet Health, and almoſt 
ſunk their Bodies into the Grave. But I have follow'd 
you too far, 'tis time to leave you; only I will add, 
that I cannot eſteem that Great, which makes me Leſs, 
and tumbles me below my Level. Reafon is a Preroga- 
tive, no Nuiſance; and I am not diſpos'd to Mortgage 
it for a Miſi, or Claret. (77 
For all your boalting, I fear Atheiſm cannot ſuppreſs 
thoſe odd Notions of Good and Evil; they alarm your 
Fears, awake your Conſcience, and ſprinkle your De- 
lights with the unpalatable Ingredient of Pitch and Sul- 
5 but if they do not, it only follows that your 


% 


nderſtanding is drown'd in Senſuality, that your Wit 
is ſunk into Frenzy; and ſo that you are ſtark mad with 


Mahometical Happineſs. - 

I confeſs, Exdoxus, that the Pleaſure of the Mind has 
fome Value; it appears better ſhap'd than that of Senſe; 
it ſhines brighter; it's longer liv'd ; and beſides has oo 
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thing of Miſtineſs, or Brutality : But then I cannot con- 
ceive, why this Satisfaction mult be ſolely ingroſs'd by 
Atheiſts, and Eatitudinarians : You ſay we mult enſlave 
our Underſtanding when we embrace Chriſtianity, and 
regulate our Judgments by Divine Revelation : But, 
pray, is this ſuch an Outrage to Reaſon? Does not God 
know perfectly all Things? 

Eudox. He does. | 

1 Does not his Revelation agree with his Know- 
ledge? | 

#dox, It does; for certainly he cannot tell a Lye. 

Eaſeb. Now: God never commands us to believe any 
Myſtery, unleſs it be evidently credible he has reveal'd 
ic; trom whence it follows, that Chriſtians are ſo far 
from hoodwinking, or forcing Reafon, that Men cannot 
act more rationally ; for thus they proceed. hate ver 
God Reveals is True: But God has Reveal'd the Myſtery of 
the Trinity : Therefore it is True, The firſt Proportion is 
evident: The ſecond is evidently credible: For till the 
Revelation appear evidently credible, no Chriſtian lies 
under any Obligation of believing; and when it comes 
up to ſuch an Evidence, no Man can disbelieve it, with- 
out [mprudence. Tis true: The Myſtery remains in 
Darkneſs, and Obſcurity; tho? I believe that God is One, 
and Three; yet lam ignorant of the Manner; nor, am I 
oblig'd to know it; God has left that as a Subject of 
Diſpute, to exerciſe our Wits, not our Faith. 
Gentlemen, you ſee when Accounts are adjuſted, you 
ate not ſo much before-hand with the World, as you ima- 
5 but to favour you more than I om oblig'd; let it 
e granted, that Pleaſures are ten times more valuable 
than you pretend; at leaſt they cannot out-laſt Time; 


they move towards their Period; and can accompany 


you no farther than the Grave; when once you have lain 
on that cold Bed, Pleaſures take Wing, and diſappear ; 
your Body is made over to the Worms; and (if there be 
a God) your Soul will be deliver'd into the Hands of un- 
merciful Devils. Sir, tell me, would you accept of the 


Empire of the Univerſe, together with all the beaſtial 


Paſtimes of Sardanapalus, or Heliogabalus, if you were 
ſure afterwards to be ſtretch'd on Racks, to live on 
Stench, and to be regal'd with Toads and Vipers for the 
Space of twenty Years? TT 
| eo. 
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Theo. No ſurely. ar TS ns 

Exnſeb. Yet every Atheiſt, or Latitudinarian, cannot 
hope for Crowns or Scepters; they cannot gratifie theic 
Senſuality with ſo high-ſeaſon'd Lewdneſs, as thoſe two 
wretched Princes; notwithſtanding if (there be a God) 
they mult buy their minute Satisfaction, neither with 
Fortures, nor Toads, nor the Torments of twenty Years, 
but of Eternity: If therefore you will not purchaſe a 
temporal Enjoyment with a temporal Puniſhment; why 
will you buy a temporal and fleeting Satisfaction, with 


a Puniſhment that is Eternal ? 


Theo. Pain is a very lively Perception it flaſhes upon 


the Organ with a vaſt Impetuoſity; and puts our whole 
Machine in Diſorder; tis ſtronger than Pleaſure, and 
keeps it at a Diſtance, when we have it not, aud turns 
it away when we have it: Hence I would not take twen- 
ty Years of Satisfaction, with a ſure Reverſion of twenty 
Vears of Pain; for this will certainly more afflict Na- 
ture, than that can pleaſe it: But the Pains of Hell and 
Pleaſures of Heaven, are wholly uncertain; and theſe of 


Atheiſts aſſur'd; ſo that tho? thoſe Pains compar'd pre- 


ciſely with the Pleaſures, are infinitely greater; yet if 
you conſider thoſe in a State of Uncertainty, and theſe 
in a State of Certainty, we muſt give theſe the Prece- 
dence; and this is conformable to that capital Maxim; 
Keep what is Certain, and leave what is Uncertain. Give 
me leave to frame this ſhort Syllogiſm: Tig imprudence 
to part with what is Certain, for what is Uncertain ; but 
the Pleaſures of Heaven and Pains of Hell are Uncertain; 
and thoſe of this World are Certain; therefore "tis impru- 
dence to quit the Pleaſures of this Life ont of Fear of falling 


into Hell, or out of Hope of flying into Heaven. 

Euſeb. The Force of your Diſcourſe is wound up in 
your Maxim, and the Syllogiſin is but a meer DeduQion ; 
ſo that if your Foundation be weak, the Superſtructure 
falls to the Ground: Now, Sir, I muſt tell you; your 
grand Principle is not Univerſally true; and by Conſe- 
quence unfit for the Poſt you have put it in; unleſs it 
be ſtrain'd, and us'd with Diſcretion, it proves no- 
thing but Sophiltry. vo | 

For, does not the Husbandman cultivate and manure 
his Ground at the certain Expence of both his Eaſe and 


Money? Yet his Gain is as uncertain as the Winds and 
L 5. Seaſons. 
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Seaſons. Another takes up at the Temple; he ſinks his 
Purſe, and beats his Brain with plodding over Cook and 
Littleton ; he pores Night and Day upon the Code, and 
confounds himſelf with the Iuſtitutious and Pandects, and 
hopes to beat a Fortune out of his Labour and Expences; 
yet tho? he certainly lays out his Money, and facrifices 
his Repoſe; he is not certain to reach his Pretenfions ; 
his Expectation may be baulk'd ; and after twenty 
Years, he may be no farther advanc'd in the World, 
than he was the firſt Day he ſet out. 

Our Merchants put to Sea with a good Cargo; they pur- 
ſue Profit into the Indies; the Danger of their Perſons 
is certain, they expoſe theit Commodities to all the Ca- 


ſualities of Wind and Weather, that lay before very ſafe 


in Magazines; the Gain is ill aſſur'd: Do not then theſe 


Men confute your Maxims by Practice? And who ever 


indicted *em of Imprudence? Or tax'd em of Folly? 

In fine, Sir, the whole Commerce of Life rouls upon 
this Principle; that oftentimes *tis the part of a prudent 
Man to quit what is certain, for what is uncertain ; and 
were it otherwiſe, there would be ſo little Buſineſs in 
the World, that Mankind might fit croſs arm'd, or fall 
together by the Ears to avoid Idleneſs: Mens under- 
ſtandings would grow downward, their Courages would 
ſhrink up; Induſtry would turn off in Lethargy, and 
the whole World would fall back into its primitive Ig- 
norance, | | 

Theo. I know the Principle comprehends a Latitude, 
and is not true without Reſttiction. | 

Euſeb. A little Patience if you pleaſe; when I have 
convicted it of Error, you ſhall have time to argue, why 
Sentence ſhould not paſs upon it. When the Good we 
hope is equal or inconſiderably greater, than what we 
hazard; it would be a piece of the higheſt Extravagance, ' 
to expoſe what we poſſeſs in Peace and Quiet, for that 
which is only equal or inconſiderably greater; and withal 
very uncertain; If by the Loſs of the certain we chance 
to procure the uncertain, we are but jult where we were; 
but if we fail in our Purſuit, we ſhall not only fall ſhort 
of what we hop'd for, but even of what we poſſeſſed: 
In this Caſe, your Axiom may be allow'd of, but then 
it ſupports. not your Cauſe; for there is no Froportion 
between the molt luſcious Pleaſures of Lite, which you 
| N r up- 
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ſappoſe certain, and thoſe of Heaven you ſuppoſe un- 
certain; for thoſe are built on the tottering Foundati- 
on of Time; and in fpite of Care, within the Space of 
ſome Years, mutt touch their fatal Period, and flaſh in- 
to Nothing; whereas theſe are infinitely better qualifi- 
ed, they ſland on a table Bottom; they never wither, ne- 


ver die: So that tho* we conſider the Joys of Heaven in 
a State of Uncertainty, and thoſe of Time in a State of 


Certainty ; thoſe muſt prevail; becauſe the exorbitant 
Greatneſs of the Divine Joys of Heaven accompanied with 
an eternal Duration, are more advantageous than all the 
triling Satisfactions of Senſe, tho' ſtampt with the charm- 
ing AttraQives of Certainty and Poſſeſſion. 
For would any Man (who had one Grainof Prudence) 
accuſe me of Folly or Raſhneſs; if I ſhould venture a 
Penny vpon a well-grounded Preſumption of gaining a 
Million ? Would not you and all the Merchants in the 
Nation ſhare in the Venture? Yet in this Caſe we 
ſhould quit the Certain for the Uncertain, Now, f 
there be a God, if the Chriſtian Religion be the only Saving 
Communion in the World; and you live up to the Precepts 
of Reaſon and the Goſpel; after this Life you will enter 
upon the Poſſeſſion of a Bliſs that ſurpaſſes all the brutiſh 
and fond enjoyments of Senſe, more than a Million ex- 
ceeds a Penny; for between theſe two Sams there is 
ſome Proportion, but all the Geometricians in Europe 
can never find a Medium Proportionale, between what is 
Temporal and Eternal. | i 
Indeed, if you ſhould ſquare your Conduct by the 
ſevere Rules of Chriſtian Morality, and afterwards find 
no God to recompence your Vertue; or that you might 
have purchas'd an equal Glory, following the more con- 
deſcending Precepts of other Religions, you would be at 
ſome Loſs; 7.c. you would have debarr'd your ſelf of 
ſome lewd Senſations to little Purpoſe; but this Diſap- 
pointment cannot be put in the Scale, againſt thoſe valt 
Treaſures you might pretend to, if there were a God, 
and if only one Religion were Saving: If therefore, he 
who ſhould refuſe to hazard a Penny on a moſt prudent 
ExpeQation of gaining a Million, would in the Opinion 
of all Mankind, commit a Folly almoſt too extravagant 
for Bedlam it ſelf; why ſhall we fear to brand Atheiſts 
and Latitudinarians with Freney and Madneſs, who 7/4 
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fer a paultry Content before a Pleaſure that is Eternal? 
Your grand Principle leave not the Certain for the Uncer- 
tain, cannot relieve you, becauſe it has no place in the 
reſent Diſpute; for there is no Proportion between the 
Happineſs of the other World, which you ſuppoſe Uncer- 
tain, and the Pleaſure of this, you ſuppoſe Certain ; for 
no Arithmetick is able to multiply Moments into Eter- 
nity. Now I anſwer your Syllogiſm. 
Ti imprudence to part with what is certain, for what is 


uncertain; but the pleaſures of Heaven are uncertain, and 


thoſe of Life are certain; therefore "tis imprudence to quit 
the pleaſures of this Life for thoſe of Heaven. 

I diſtinguiſh the firſt Propoſition ; Tis imprudence to 
part with what is certain, for what is uncertain: If what 
1s uncertain be conſiderably greater than what is certain; 
I deny it: If it be only equal, or inconfiderably greater; 
I grant it: I tranſmir the ſecond Propoſition ; and deny 
the Conſequence: Pray take Notice I do not grant the 
ſecond Propoſition ; for the firit part is only true in our 
preſent Suppoſition; and the ſecond is abſolutely falſe; 
tor thoſe Pleaſures you ſo much talk of, are as uncertain 
as any thing can be; ſo that tho” your famous Axiom 
were never ſo true, tis impertinent to the preſent Diſ- 
pute; ſeeing your Gain is as doubtful as your Lofs. _ 
| Theom. What, will you maintain our Pleaſures are un- 
certain? If you can make that out; I confeſs Affairs are 
in a worſe Poſture than I fancy'd. 

Euſeb. | will maintain it; and demonſtrate it too. 
Your Pleaſure, Sir, conſiſts in the Satisfaction of Senſe; 
Now all ſuch Satisfaction is very expenſive: Bargundy 
and Champaigne Wines grow not at London; they mult 
paſs the Seas; and before they are fit for an Atheiſt's 
Palate, the Price runs high: You muſt give the Vintner 
leave to rate *em at Pleaſure; and thank him for his Fa- 
your, if he gives you a Bottle for an Angel. RE are 
as coſtly: Cooks will not toil for 'em, unlef 
does his Champaigne; and you can rely no more on the 
Conſcience of the one, than of the other; for neither is 
ſtrait· lac'd, and you muſt ſtand to their Mercy: If you 
caſt up your Accounts, you will find the Taverns and 
Treating-Houſes have eas'd you of a round Income. 
Mies are farm'd at a higher Rate; like the Monſter Hebe- 
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met, they drink whole Rivers; they Lwallow Mines and 
_ devour Lordſhips: You may Rig dut a firſt Rate Ship, 
at leſs Expence than a Lady of Pleaſure: She muſt ap- 
pear at Hyde-Park with a glittering Equipage ; and ſhroud 
the Scandal of her Lite under à Veil of Embroidery : 
And what is worſe ſhe preſently falls to decay, and then 
the Bills of Reparation [well higher than thoſe of the very 


Building: Now if you let her, lie out of Repair, you 


either tempt her Fidelity, or her ill Nature; and then 
your Heaven may chauce to fink into Hell: For if you 
reſolve with Eagerneſs a Relief; you ſcud her a Blank, 
and encourage her Laayſbip to draw up Conditions at 
Pleaſure; and to riſe upon you at the Diſcretion of A- 
varice. You ſce thefe Pleaſures are expenſive, and re- 
quire a good Fund: Now, Sir, are all Atheiſts ſure of 
ood Eſtates? Have they found out the Philoſophers 
Stone? Or have they Midas's Faculty, of turning what- 
ever they touch into Gold? I cannot think that Man- 
zozrs follow Religion; or that a beggarly Chriſtian can 
Nart up a Money'd A4:herift: Pleaſures therefore are not 
over ſure to every Atheiſtical Preſelyte; unleſs you only 
admit Leras and Ceutlemen into your Communion; and 
o compoſe your Church as the Fenetians do their Grand 
Senate of Nobles; but even in, this caſe, your happy 
Life wants good Security : Eſtates like Eels often give 
us the ſlip; and ] have known ſome who. began the 
World with three thouſand Pounds per Aunum, end in 
an Hoſpital : Some faricit their Fund far Loyalty; 
others for Rebellion: Some Diink it away; others Dice 
it ; Some wear it opt by husbanding it too well, and 
others, by managing it too 311, : The very Foundation 
therefore of your Fleaſures being ſo precarious, and un- 
certain, the Pleafures-themſclves. can't be aſſur d. 
- Secaudly, Without Health the moſt exquiſite Pleaſures 
are dull and inſipid; they rather importune, than pleaſe; 


and put our Patience to the Tryal, rather than divert 


aur Senſes ; the Harmony of a Lute, tho' touch'd by 
an Orpbeus, will grate the Ear, if the Head be out of 
Tune; and a diſcompos'd Stomach receives the moſt de- 
licious Ragoulls with ReluQtancy, and Convulſions ; A 
Fit of the Cholick makes a Crown, uncaly, and turns all 
the Charms of Empice into Diffatisfaftion. Now our 


Body is a Compound of Conttaries, each Part Flaſhes 
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with its Fellow, and like the Midianites, draws upon its 
next Companion; Heat plays upon Cold; Dryneſs upon 
Humidity : Whilſt Victory is at a ſtand, our Pulſe beats 
even; but when it leans to one Side, 'tis Time tocall 
for a Doctor: Beſides, theſe Hollitities are acted out of 
Sight; or, like Miners, skirmiſh under Ground; and fo 
we cannot ſend Relief to balance the Advantage which 
one may gain over the other : In fine, Sir, Health con- 
fiſts in an equal Temper of capricious Humaurs ; in a 
good Intelligence of a thouſand Veins and Arteries; and 
what can be more uncertain? [I never meditate on the 
Frame and Machiniſm of Bodies, but 1 am rapt into 
Extaſies of Admiration, and wonder more we are one 
Day in Health, than that we ſhonld continually groan 
under the Pangs of the moſt acute Diſeaſes? And if all 
Men's Health is uncertain, the Atheiſt's is much more; 
for their exceflive Irregularities, both haſten Infirmities, 
and inflame them; Debauchery revenges its own Ex- 
ceſſes upon our Bodies, and plunges them into a State 
of Langout and Weakneſs : Health mult jade, it cannot 
hold out, if we live too faſt, and are continually upon 


the Gallop: And thus you make what is uncertain, more 


uncertain ; if yon do not manage your Conſtitution, but 
proſtitute it, you throw it away before you have done Li- 
ring; nay, when it is moſt uſeful to your Deſign ; and 
ſo betray your Senſes, and conſpire againſt the Intereſt of 
Eaſe and Pleaſure. * 1 Ee 
zaly, Life is the Foundation of all Happineſs; on 
this all our Hopes and ExpeQation of worldly Pleaſures 
are built: Vet this is a thouſand Degrees more uncer- 
tain, than the Exiſtence of a God: We know no more, 
when we came into the World, than the Child unborn; 
and know no more when we ſhall leave it. Our Stay 
depends on a hundred Circumitances, and our Remo- 
val on as many Accidents, we are neither able to a- 
void, nor foreſee : An Enemy may Poinyard us into the 
other World; a Friend may careſs us thither ; Grief 
links us into the Grave, and [oy overſets us: Nay, the 
dcratch of a Pin oftentimes baffles the Vertue of * 
and the Art of the Surgeon, The future is to come; 
the paſt is flown away, and neither at our Diſpoſal; ſo 
that we are only Maſters of the prefent : Now Money, 
Health, and Life itſelf being ſo uncertain, ſo precari- 
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ous; how can you perſwade your ſelf, that Pleaſure 
your ſummum bonum is aſſut'd? But if this be uncertain, 
Atheiſts and Latitudinarians are mad to Exttavagance; 
for then they chuſe a Pack of brutiſh, ſhort-liv'd, and 
uncertain Pleaſures, before thoſe eternal Joys of the 
other World, that are exceſſively beyond Thought, and 
long beyond Imagination: Now it a Man would act 
fooliſhly, who ſhould chuſe a Crown: that is uncertain, 
before a Million that is equally uncertain; with what 
Terms can I expreſs your frenzy; who rather lay 
hold on a thin, paultry, uncertain, Pleaſure, than a 
Happineſs that is uncertain indeed, but withal Eter- 
nal ; eſpecially when you not only quit all-Right to 
this exorbitant Happineſs, but at the ſame time run up 
to the very Brink of Damnation; for thoſe who reject 
Heaven, ipſo facto, accept of Hell. We have waded deep 
enough into this Matter. I will now draw up a ſhort 
Scheme of the whole Diſcourſe, and then leave it to your 
Conſideration. | 

To ſhew the Unreaſonableneſs of Atheiſm and Latitu- 
dinarianiſm, I have condeſcended to more than you 
durſt ask, either in Juſtice, or Equity, viz. That the 


"Exiſtence of a God is doubtful; as well as the Neceſlity 


of proſeſſing the Chriſtian Religion tor Salvation: Be- 


fore you can pretend to Evidence, you mult turn common 


Senſe topſy turvy, and fly in the Face of Reafon: I have 
ſtoop'd ſo low as to grant theſe two Points doubtful, to 
diſplay the Weakneſs of your Pretenſions, and to demon- 
ſtrate, that Courteſy it ſelf is not able to zuſtity your 


Conduct. 
I ground my Diſcourſe on this Principle; when two 


Opinions both doubtful, both uncertain, do concur; tis 


a Folly to chooſe that which will ruin me, if falſe; and 
cannot turn to my Advantage, tho? true: You have ſub- 


ſcrib'd; and indeed all Nature has put its Hand to the 


Principle : Now, Gentlemen, if the Opinions you em- 
brace prove falſe, you will be eternally caſt out of that 
happy Region of the Bleſſed, and eternally confin'd to 
the Pitch and Sulphur of the Reprobate. ls it poſſible for 


n wretched Creature to loſe more on the one Side, or to 


ſuffer more on the other? Can any Man be more un: 


happy than to be baniſh'd from his Sovereign Happineſs? 
Or more miſerable than to be ingulphed into a State of 


Etern 
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Fternal Sufferings ? Is not he undone, who has turn'd 
Bankrupt not only of his Fortune, but even of his Hope? 
and has nothing left but Torments, Rage, and Deſpair ? 
if your Opinions chance to be true, what Advanta 
can you reap but petty Satisfactions of Senſe ? Which ra- 
ther ſurfeit than ſatisty ; and ſtupify more than they de- 
light ? They look big only at a diſtance, and nothing when 
they draw near ; they are indeed Giants in our fancy, 
and Pigmies in themſelves: Yet you chooſe theſe con- 
temptible Pleaſures, that avail you little while you live, 
and nothing when you come to die; you leave thoſe 
which laſt eternally : Now has not ſuch a Choice all 
Characters of Folly ? | 

Pray Gentlemen ſet ſome Moments aſide for Reflection: 
The Buſineſs is of Weight, and deſerves ſober Thoughts. 
Had-you two Souls, you might ſend one into the next 
World to diſcover how Things go in that unknown Re- 
gion; and if that ſhould periſh in the Enterprize, you 
would have at leaſt another in Reſerve : But alas, you 
have but one; and if that miſcarry, you are loſt for 
ever: The fitſt Moment that lays open your Misfortune, 


(diſcovers the Impoſſibility of retrieving it. 


Theom. Come Euſebius, we have almoſt drain'd the 
Subject; let us change our Theme. You have arraigned 
my Choice; and in your fancy convicted it of Folly and 
Extravagance: I impeach you of the ſame Miſdemea- 
nours : Pray let us ſee if you can plead your own Cauſe 
with as much Art, as you have againſt mine. | 


THESIS ACER RTET HH 


DIALOGUE VI. 


Tho) there be no Cod, and tho" the Chriſtian Religion be 
not the only ſaving Religion, tis Prudence to believe 
there is a God, and that the Chriſtian Keligios is the 
only ſaving Religion in the World; and to live ap to 
the Tenets of both, 1 


Euſeb. Yo U have afſign'd mean eaſy Province: The 
by very opening of our Cauſe js ſufficient to gain 
it. That we may not beat the Air, and-ſhoat at Rovers, 
let us look back upon the _ Principle, Eben two uncer- 

2 | tain 
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tain Propoſitions lie before me; I am oblig'd by all the Lau- 
of Pradence to chuſe that which will turn to my Advantage [ 
if true, and cannot prejudice me if it be falſe; | have C 
eſtabliſh'd this Maxim above, and I ſee not how-you can ſ 
offer againſt it any thing of Moment. c 
Theom. Go on. | P t 
Euſeb. If our Opinions are true; when once we ſhake 0 
off theſe Clouds of Clay, theſe Miſts of Duſt and Aſhes, t 
which interpoſe between us and Eternity, we ſhall be in P. 
a moſt comfortable Condition; for the very Moment I 
that deprives us of Life, will repair all the Decays of Na- 
ture, all the Ruins of Time; we ſhall enter upon a State 
of Bliſs, with a Spring that ever flouriſhes, ever blooms; le 
upon a State inacceſſible to Infirmities, unknown to Mi- in 
ſeries, above the Stroke of Fortune, and out of the Ju- 4: 
riſdiction of Death: Now to paſs on a ſudden from Fear 
to Aſſurance, from Sickneſs to Health, from Poverty to Wl * 
Plenty, and from Death to Life, muſt be a very enter- 
taining: Change: But what is this, to that Ocean of Bliſs, W ©! 
that flows from the Face of God? One Ray ſtruck Mo- MW 
ſes almoſt blind; his Mortality ſunk under ſo glorious b 
an Appearance, and Nature was too weak to bear the W *' 
Splendour of the Object, or to continue the Correſpon- the 
dence. The Fondneſs of Imagination always magnifies W W. 
Temporal Pleaſures: Fancy over - flouriſnes the Odjes. VO! 
and paints beyond the Life, they are more gaudy in our 
Brain, than in themſelves, and the ExpeQation of 'em 4 
out- weighs Poſſeſſion: But the Pleaſures of the other Pal 
World, are above Expreſſion, and Imagination too; nor 
can we take their Dimenſions by what they are, but b) 
what they are not : All that I can ſay, is, they put an 
End to Fear, a Term to Hope, and a Stop to Deſire; 
and certainly that Creature has touch'd upon the true 
Point of Happineſs, that neither wiſhes to be greater, not 
fears to be leſs. | | 
Theo. Well, well, Sir, you will indeed be very well 
provided, if there be a God; but ſuppoſe there be none; 
= will confeſs then that you have under-rated all the 
leaſures of this Life, and {old em for a Dream. 
:. Emxſeb. Sold 'em for a Dream, ſay you? You lie under 
a great Miſtake; tho' there are no ſuch Things, as God, 
{or Heaven, I fell em to Advantage, and make the molt 
+ of em: I he bare Probability of a happy Eternity, a 
„„ > | mor 
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„ W more worth, than a certain Poſſeſſion of all the Advan- -. 
tages of Life: Theſe Toys end in Vanity, and Vexation 
| of Spirit ; we miſ-ſpend our Thoughts, we render our 
n WM {lves cheap, and deſpicable, by throwing away our In- 
clinations upon theſe Amuſements : But I told you before, 
that thoſe Pleaſures you talk ofare as uncertain as the Joys 
te of Heaven; and in this Caſe, I only truck one Uncer- 
s tainty for another: But then what I give is only Tem- 
' WH poral, and what I take Eternal: Now, if there be a God, 
ne my Fortune is made for ever; if there be no Gog,'l re- 
* ceive ſmall Diſadvantage; I only diſcard my ſelf of 
te thoſe Things that are noxious to my Body, and ſcanda- 
. - Wl lous to my Nature: At leaſt, I live like a Man, though 
i. ia the End I die like a Brute, and fall into nothing: But 
u- W 40 you think Chriſtians and Atheiſts muſt forſwear all 
ar W Pleaſure ? That they muſt torture their Senſes ? And only 
to know they live by Mortification and Torture? | 
. Theo. They muſt check, Paſſion, arreſt Appetite, and 
(i curb the very Tendency of Nature to Pleaſure: They 
. MW muſt continually ſtand upon their Guard, and ſcour a- 
us bout for fear of a Surprize: Now theſe Employments 
he WI zre laborious and mortifying ; a Man that is thus upon 
n-te Hoof can ſcarce find Leiſure for Diverſion : In ſhort, 
jes ho lives up to the Principles of your Belief, muſt di- 
& WW vorce from Mirth, disband from Company, and like 
ur MW Toads, feed on the Poiſon of Spleen and Melancholy. 
em Euſeb. We muſt indeed have a watchful Eye over our 
ber WM Paſſions, and keep 'em within the Bounds of Reaſon ; 
ior ve mult not ſtep over the Limits of Decency, nor ex- 
by Wl <<<d the Preſcript of Moderation; yet we have a large 
an Field to play in: Thoſe Reſtraints are laid upon us, be- 
re; cauſe an univerſal Liberty would undo us; and indeed, 
rue I find few AQions prohibited beſides thoſe, that either 
jor MW bebauch Health, croſs upon Reaſon, or undermine So- 
ciety: Now, who cannot be pleas'd unleſs he prepares 
en Work for the Dodor, unleſs he revels away his Wits, or 
ne; unhinges the whole Frame of Commerce, and Converſa- 
the ten, deſerves like Lyons or Bears to be hunted out of 
ociety. | WES | 
der A Cariftian may pretend to ſome Enjoyment in this 
od, World, without forfeiting his Claim to the Delights of the 
oft other: If Providence has furniſh'd. him with an Eſtate, 
has MW hemay both keep it, and uſe it too; nay, he may take 
Be gs _ thoſe» 
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thoſe Meaſures which Prudence and Juſtice ſhall ſug- 
geſt to improve it; he may aſpire handſomely to an 
honourable Poſt, and clap on his Coach a Coronet, if he 
can procure a Patent; he may eat wholſom Food, and 
drink good Wine ; to he does not clog his Stomach, nor 
offend his Brain: Indeed he muſt beware of Exceſs, and 
this, methinks, is no great Encroachment on his Free- 
dom, no great Confinement to his Diverſion; for cer- 
tainly a Surfeit is not very entertaining; and a fit of 
Drunkenneſs is no charming Trance to any. but to the 
Spectators: If a Chriſtian racks his Brain, ſhrinks his 
Purſe, or weakens his Body with amorous Intrigues, 
he paſſes his Commiſſion: But then he has the Freedom 
to marry ; and what will be the Difference between him 
and an Atheiſt; but that this dotes on a Miſtreſs, and the 
other places his Affections on a Wife; that the one ſa- 
tisfies Senſe at the Expence of Duty ; and the other joins 
Duty with Pleafure : So that upon the whole, unlets Sin 
be the only charming Circumſtance, and that nothing 
can gtatity Senſe, unleſs it invades our Innocence, your 
Advantage over us is inconſiderable: But then, we have 
other Acvantages that balance this; our Pleafures are 
clean; untainted, and (what is more valuable) inno- n 
cent; we enjoy 'em without Scruple, without Remorſe, T 
becauſe, witnout Offence; they are neither mix'd with 0 
Fear, nor Shame; nor are they follow'd by Repentance; W. 
they bear the Telt of Conſcience, aud dare ſtand a Trial 1 2 
at God's Tribunal. tos £01 
Theo. If this be all, we ſtand on equal Ground: My I 
Confcience enjoys a continual Calm; it fleeps as ſoundly 
a8 if it had taken an Opiate, and always comes to the 'Pi 
Lure of my Deſires. | © tar 
Euſeb. You are ſlipt into a Fit of Bantering ſure; a Fo 
quiet Conſcience to an Atheiſt is very extraordinary: 
No, no, Sir, in Spite of Debauchery and Infidelity too, 
it will ſtruggle, it will turn upon you, when it finds you 
alone. and fly in your Face: A Doſe of Clarer may lay 
it a ſleep, the Noiſe of Company, and the Tumults of 
Paſſion may drown its Voice, or put a ſtop to its Cla- 
monrs ; but when the Fumes are ſettled, when the Com- 
pany withdraws, and Paſſion runs in its own Channel; 
it reads you unpleaſant Lectures of Shame and Horrour; 
it opens a full Proſpect of Hell, enlirens Fear, it calls 
| | upon 
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upon Deſpair, and conjures up a Battalion of Fiends to 
haunt you. Tell me, Theomachus, when the Candles are 
extinguiſh'd, and Sleep flies from your Eyes; when the 
Fire of Wine has boyl'd-up your Blood into a ſmall Fe- 
ver; are you not plagu'd with Doubts, and hagg'd with 
Apprehenſions? Does not, what if there be a God, ring 
adiſmal Knell in your Ears? And toſs the Diſeaſe from 
your Head to your Heart; would you not purchaſe an 
Aſſurance, that there is no God; no Reckoning with a 
Lordſhip ? . 

Theo. Such Thoughts ſometimes hover about me; but 
they ſpring from Cuitom and Education. I was brought 
up a Chriſtian, and imbued with all the Principles of 
that Perſwaſion; I ſuck'd in from the Cradle thoſe fright- 
ful Notions of Judgment and Hell ; and T ime has not 
been able to wear out thoſe diſmal Ideas: The firſt 
Tincture ſticks cloſe, and the Errors of Youth are ſel- 
dom forgotten: But others who have had the good For- 
tune to meet with a more free Education, laugh at the 
Apparitions of thoſe childiſh Bug- bears, firſt created by 


Nurſes, and then kept up by fancy. 


Eꝛuſeb. Theſe dreadful Spectres neither owe their Be- 
ing to Education, Nurſes, nor Fancy, they are very real 
Things: Nature has ſtamp'd the Belief of *em in our 
Soul, nor is Atheiſm able to deface them: Theſe Sparks 
who have not lain under their Diſcipline; who have 
rang'd about the Iſland from their Youth, like the barba- 
tous Braſilians in the Wilderneſs of America; or wild 
Aſſes on the Mountains, without Reſtraint, without In- 
ſtruction; may beQtor Conſcience, but cannot gag it: In 
ſpite of Debauchery it will ſometimes upbraid, it will 
throw Crimes before their Faces, and muſter up all the 
Forces of Guilt and Puniſhment to torment 'em. 

Tell an Atheiſt, you have a Demonſtration againſt the 
Being of 'a God; the bare Propoſal quickens him; it 
pours into him a new. Supply of Vigour and AQivity; it 
ſweetens his Nature, and throws off the miſty Vapours of 
Spleen and Melancholy: Pray why ſuch Joy at the very 
Apprehenſion of no God? ls it ſo welcome News to hear 
that he muſt drop into Nothing? And take Leave of Exi- 
[tence when he bids adieu to Life? No certainly: But 
Atheiſts know, if there be a God, they muſt once ap- 
pear at his Tribunal, and ihe? have no Inclination to 75 
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the Iſſue of their, Cauſe upon the Juſtice of his Sen- 
tence. Now, why ſhould they fear to be condemn'd, un- 
leſs they know they have done ill? And how can they 
dread Puniſhment without trembling atthe Crime ? Who 
live up to the Precepts of Chriltianity fear no future Evil, 
becauſe they act none here; they apprehend no Puniſh- 
ment, becauſe they deſerve none. Such a Security is a- 
boye Price; it exceeds the ſparkling Diadems of the Cæ- 
ſars, and all the brutiſh Pleaſures of the Atheiſts. *Tis 
above the Value of Gold or Diamonds, and can only be 
purchas'd by Vertue. : Sh 
Beſides, tho? we caſt the other World out of the Que- 
ftion : Chaſtity, Modeſty, and Temperance are honon- 
rable Qualifications; they draw Eſteem, Reſpect, and Ve- 
neration. from the moſt vicious; for all eſteem Vertue, 
tho? they will not go to the Charge of the Purchaſe : 
Now, tho* we ſhonid come ſhort of Heaven, *tis ſome 
Satisfaction to think that at leaſt we may leave a wor- 
thy Memory to After- ages; that our Vertue may ſtand 
upon Record to the laſt Moment of Time; and that our 
Names will not ſleep by us in the Grave. Epicurus felt 
not the Fits of Stone or Gout, when he meditated on 
the Applauſe, Poſterity would give his Writings : This 
imaginary Pleaſure drowned his real Pains, and made him 
enjoy a Paradiſe in Torments : The Violence of the Tran- 
ſport, either mortity'd his Senſe, or inſpirited his Mind. 
7 ** preferr'd Glory before ſcandalous Delights; and 
the very Appearance of Vertue before Libertiniſm : He 
thought it worth his while to tie himſelf up to hard 
Uſage, to filence the Clamours of Paſſions, and to leave 
behind him glorious Inſtances of Temperance, and Mo- 
deration ; that he might make a Figure in Annals, and 
raiſe the Fame of his Tub higher than the Trophies of 
Miltiades: And indeed, there is a vaſt Difference be- 
tween the Delights of Senſe, and thoſe of the Mind; 
thoſe depend on various Circumſtances, and muſt rouch 
the Organ to pleaſe it: Pertumes in Arabia cannot affect 
my Noſe; not a Ragous in Japan regale my Palate : But 
the Pleaſures of the Mind move in a larger Compaſs; 
they act at Diſtance ; and are neither confined to Place, nor 
Situation: By a certain Spell of natural Magick, it rai- 
ſes up paſt Pleaſures, and feaſts irſelf with Futurities; 
I can pteaſe my ſelf with a Thing that is paſt, and frame 
"ITY | 3 enter- 
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entertaining Thoughts of what is to come: And this Pri- 
vilege good Men poſſeſs; they perceive a preſent Satiſ- 
faction, that they have ſecur'd their Memory from Oblo- 
quy and Detraction; and that when they expire, their 
Aion wiil ſtand up in Defence of their Integrity: If 
we throw theſe two Advantages in the Balance, our Con- 
dition will not be worſe than yours; we ſhall at leaſt go 
off the Stage like wiſe Men; and you will jump into no- 
thing like Fools. But tho' we grant Atheitts and Latitu- 
dinarians lead more pleaſant Lives than Chriſtians ; this 
cannot prejudice our Conduct: For (till *tis true, that all 
is little, ſaperficial, and inconſiderable, that mult end. 
Wherefore to conclude; if it be true, That when two un- 
certain Propoſitions lie before me, I am obliged by the Laws 
of Prudence to chuſe that which will turn to my Advantage 
if true, aud cannot prejudice me i it chance to be falſe; 
you muſt confeſs, that tho* we are miſtaken in our Suc- 
ceſs, we are not in our Choice; and that we are rather 
unfortunate, than imprudent. . . 5 
Theo. Well; ſuppoſe all this true: I am not one Step 
nearer my Convertion than before. Wa 
- Exſeb. That is very ſtrange. | have drawn out a Map 
of your Miſtakes : I have balanc'd your Hopes with 
your Fears; your Hazard. with your Gain ; I have made 
it clear to Evidence, that your Conduct paſſes Madneſs 
and Extravagance: ls not this ſufficient to perſwade you 
to alter it? Has Folly ſo violent Attractives? Or Frenzy 
ſach unconquerable Charms? Is it better to burn eternally 
for a Miſtake, than go to the Charge of correQing 
Theo. Believe me, Euſebius, I am not dotingly fond of 
Errors that coſt ſo dear: I would willingly caſt them off, 
were it in my Power; but you know, that to ſerve God 
with a Doubt of his Being, is no leſs criminal, than to de- 
ny him: Now I cannot ſtretch my Faith to Firmneſs or 
Certitude; I muft waver.on Doubts, and float on Suſpi- 
cions; for my Underſtanding is not at Command; it lies 
not under the Diſcipline of the Will ; Evidence alone 


| has the Power to bend it: I confeſs I want Evidence, 


and if you'll help me to a handſome Doſe, ll return the 
Favour with Gratitude. | | 
Euſeb. Were you not educated in Chriſtianity ? 


' Theo, I was. © Se raft 
1 Enuſeb. 
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Exſeb. Did you not then believe the Exiſtence of a 

God, and all the high Mytteries of Chriſtianity withour 

Doubts or Fears ? Ct 

' Thee. I did. 87 1 5 
Euſeb. When you grew in Years, did you never make 

an Enquiry into Religion? Did you not take the Pains 

to inform your felt why yaw believed, as well as what 


you believed? Did you take all upon Truſt? And owe 


Faith to the Font alone, or to the Climate? 

. Theo. | paſs'd a great Part of my Lite in Retirement; 
and made Reading both my Employment and Pleaſure ; 
bur eſpecially 1 levelPd my Study at thoſe things that 
were rather profitable, than diverting; and contributed 
more to my future Happineſs, than my preſent SatistaQi- 


on. Among theſe (I thovghr then) that Religion took 


the firſt Place; and iu tnis View I tell upon Polemicks 


with Eagerneſs and continued ſome time with a never- 


interrupted Application : My Progreſs anſwer'd my Ex- 
peQation ; I tanſied I could defend my Religion againſt 
all Opponents, and convince any Man, if it were not e- 
vidently true, that *twas at leaſt evidently credible: To 
be plain; I never doubted of any Article, and- always 
ſuſpeRted his Judgment or Morals that did. 

Euſeb. Perchance thoſe Motives have given your Me- 
mory the flip, perchance Time and little Reflection has 
e their Luſtre, and impair'd the Force of their 

»CLIIVITLY., : a 

Theo! No, I have them all before me: But, methinks, 
they have another Face; they want their former Brisk- 
neſs and Vigour ; they ſtrike but faintly on the Brain; 
and tho* they move the Underſtanding, they cannot ſet- 
tle it: Theit Evidence is funk ſo low, that it ſcarce holds 
up to Probability. | | 


_ ©  Eafeb. Upon Examen and ſecond Thoughts; have you 


diſcover'd Sophiſtry? Have they fail'd under Examen, 
or ſhrunk under a due Tryal of Logick ? ies, 
. Theo, Indeed I never put them on the Rack; nor 
brought them to the Teſt of Reaſon: But I have read in 
modern. Authors ſuch home Arguments againſt the Be- 


ing of a God, that tis impoſſible there ſhould be any 
ſuch Thing. 7 


Euſes. Hold Theomachas, you take Things by the falſe 


for 
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for the Being of a God, for the Truth of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, that flaſnt Conviction ſo ſtrongly, that they could 
not be reſiſted with Prudence: Now, in turning over A- 


theiltical Neotericks, you ſtumble upon ſome Excepti- 
ons: One cannot reconcile God's Juſtice with his Mercy; 


this ſeems to fall foul upon that: Another can neither 


look back to the firſt Moment of his Eternity, nor graſſ 
his Immenſity, nor comprehend his Immutability : A 
third is out of Conceit with his Government: Were 
there a God (ſays he) this would happen, and that would 
not; the whole Management of the World argues 
Chance, rather than Wiſdom, and wants either Forecaſt 
or Power: Hence they conclude, it impoſſible there ſhould 
be a God; therefore there is none: Blind Worms! who 
ate overpower'd with the Beams of a Planet, and dare fix 
their Eyes upon the Sun; they know not themſelves ; 
and yet would comprehend their Maker : Alas! there is 
nothing ſo mean, but has ſomewhat above us. We fall 
under the Weight of a Straw, and are not able to diſſect 
a Fly, or to anatomize a Glow-worm. Could I com- 
prehend God, I would ſcorn to adore him: The very No- 


lion of an infinite Being, implies Obſcurity : And Reaſon 


tells me, that an Underſtanding confin'd to Limits, can 
never take a full View of a Thing that has none. Look 
you, Sir, you muſt not turn your Back to plain Truths, 


becauſe you cannot anſwer ſome untoward Queſtions a- 


bout em. Tho' you ſabpexe a thouſand Objections, 
their Evidence will not be allowed of in the Court of 
Reaſon, againſt poſitive Demonſtrations ; for we ſeldom 
meet with any thing ſo manifeſt, that does not put Rea- 
ſon to a puzzle on ſome Occafions. Zeno argued himſelf 
out of the Exiſtence: of Motion, as you have run your 
ſelf out of the Belief of a Deity. Motion, ſays he, is impoſ- 
ſible, therefore there is no ſuch thing: But his Speculation 
was not receivable againſt clear Matter of Fact; and Dio- 
exes would notdiſpute, but walk'd him out of his Error. 
e lay before you a hundred Arguments, that prove the 
Exiſtence of a God; you neither diſcover Weakneſs in 
the Principles, nor Error in the Concluſion; but very 
fairly ſtep over *em, and fall upon God's Attributes: You 
rifle his Conduct, and canvaſs his Proceeding; and then 
becauſe yaur purblind- Reaſon is put to a Nowplas, and 
baffled in the Inquiry, you conclude his Eſſence is im — * 
| oſſibĩ · 
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Poſſibilities would be drawn up in a narrow Compaſs, 


if all Things were impoſſible that confounds our Under- 
ſtanding : Follow my Advice, Gentlemen, reform your 


Manners if you intend to believe. 


Theo. Had I Faith, Virtue would follow; but how 
can I mortify Appetite, when I have no Aſſurance either 
of Reward or Puniſhment ? | 

Euſeb. Quite contrary; bid farewel to your Crimes, 
and then you will have no Difficulty to believe; whilſt 
tis your Intereſt there ſhould be no God; that Chriſtia- 
nity ſhould be an Impotture; you will believe neither, 
for Iatereſt ſways our Judgment, as well as it commands 
our Actions, and Demonſtration it ſelf is leſs perſwa- 
five: *Tis an Error to think our Will has no Juriſdiction 
over our Reaſon; it exerciſes its Tyranny every day over 
that noble Faculty ;, it treats it like a Slave, rather than 
a Princeſs, and Atheiſts commit Rapes upon their Rea- 
ſon, as well as upon the Sex: Do you not believe you 


were lawfully begotten? 


Theo. I do, | 
Euſeb. And yet you have only your Mother's Word for 


it: But ſhould ſhe declare the contrary; I ſuſpect you 
would not pay the ſame Deference to her Authority : 
Now, why do you believe her in one Caſe with ſo 
much Eaſineſs? Why do you disbelieve her in the other? 
I ſuppoſe her Negatives are not leſs credible than her Aj- 
rmatives; and that ſhe deſerves Belief when fhe denies 
as well as when ſhe affirms. Here is the Difference; 'tis 
your Intereſt to be lawfully. begotten; and to be thought 
ſo: On this account you enter upon your Father's Eſtate, 
and his Titles; but then to come in at the Back- door is 
a mortifying Difadvantage ; it cuts off the Right to Suc- 
ceſſion, and beſides throws an Aſperſion on your Perſon: 
Now, tho' the Motives in both Caſes are the ſame, the 
Will, byaſſed by Intereſt, rides the Underſtanding ; and 


forces it to aſſent to the firft, and to diſſent from the ſecond: 


p ; 
. 


- 
# 


If you ſhake off ill Habits; if you walk within the 
Bounds of Moderation and Temperance, and confine your 
Thoughts and Actions to what is tawful ; you will pre- 


fently look upon God, and Religion; as T hings advanta- 


geous to you, becauſe one promifes Rewards, and the 0- 
ther will pay em; and then prudential - Motives by the 
Power of the Will, can ealily draw, and fix the Under- 
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ſtanding in the Belief of Truths you now doggle at; but 
if you perſevere in Lewdneſs, and make over your Heart 
to Licentiouſneſs; if you dare not look another World 
in the Face, nor take a Survey of Hell without almoſt 
feeling the Pains; you will never firmly believe there 
is a God, nor frame any tolerable Notion of Religion; 
for a ſtable and ſettled Perſwaſion of thoſe 1 runs 
ſo contrary to your preſent Intereſt, that the Will, in 
Spight of Evidence it ſelf, will fool the Underſtanding; 
and either withdraw its Attention from the Conſidera- 
tion of the Argument, or by ſome ſlie Trick of Legerde- 
main delude it: No Man in the World ever deny'd a 
God before he fear'd him; he firſt deſerv'd Damnation, 
and then thruſt Juſtice out of Being: And fo, Eudoæus, 
fancy you quarrell'd with the Morals of Chriſtianity, 
before you fell out with the Creed; and all Religions 
then only began to pleaſe you, when Reſtraint became 
cumberſome, However, Theomachus, in our following 
Conference I will attack your Underſtanding; and 1 
hope to propoſe ſo ſtrong Arguments, as will be able to 
fix it in the Belief of a God. 

In the mean time diſmiſs Pride, and turn off Prejudice; 
this blinds Reaſon, and that over-looks it; the one will 
not ſee Truth, nor the other ſtoop to embrace it: You 
muſt not ſearch after Truth as if you fear'd to find it; 
ſuch Purſuits are nothing but Ceremony and Grimace, 
they are Symptoms both of Folly and Obſtinacy, and in- 
fallible Marks that you have ſome ſiniſtrous Deſign, either 
to put a Cheat upon your ſelf, or to caſt Scorn and Con- 
tempt upon your Adverſary. Thoſe Arguments I ſhall 
propoſe, examine in God's Name; diſſect the whole Diſ- 
courſe; weigh the Principles; meaſure the Inferences bj 
all the Rules of Mood and Figure: But then fall not up- 
on Criticiſm, as if you whole Buſineſs were to find 
Faults, not Truths; to quarrel with them, not to aſſent: 
Suppoſe 'em not counterfeit, before you have brought 
em to the Touch- Stone: Again, pray remember there is 
a great Difference between Words, and a good Solution: 
To return an Anſwer, is not to enervate a Proof; we 
may talk much, without talking to the Purpoſe; and ho- 
ver about a Queſtion, without coming up to the Point: 
And as you muſt take care not to be too great in your 
own Opinion, ſo others muſt not be too litile For wav 

corn 
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ſcorn to learn of thoſe they conremn : And beſides, the 
leaſt Intelligence from ſuch a Quarter, will be thought 
Apocryphal : For we meaſure the Force of Arguments by 
the Abilities of the Propoſer, and always preſume they 
cannot rife above his Height that made them ; ſo that if 
. we under-rate an Adverſary, we ſhall by a -neceſlary 
_ Conſequence deſpiſe his Reaſons : For a ſmall Prepoſſeſ- 
fion creates ill Notions, and theſe byaſs the Judgment, 
and give a wrong turn to the Scale. _ 

But above all things; implore the Succour of that 


Being, whoſe Exiſtence you doubt of; Tell him you 


-are in Queſt of his Exiſtence, not only to know his Per- 
fections, but to adore his Majeſty, to love his Goodneſs, 
and to ſue for Mercy. Defire him with Tears and Sighs, 
to diſpel thoſe Mitts that darken the Underſtanding, and 
to daſhin Pieces thoſe Chains of Senſuality that fetter the 
Will; that you may be ſo fortunate as to ſee the Truth 
of his Being, and ſo courageous as to embrace it: For 
the Activity of a Cauſe anſwers the Diſpoſition of the 
Subject: All the _ in Nature will make no Impreſſi- 
on on a diſorder'd Eye: Fire may conſume a Member 
ſtruck with the Palſie, but cannot heat it into Senſation; 
and Demonſtration may ſhine upon the Underſtanding, 
but this will remain in Darkneſs, and grope in Obſcurity, 
unleſs the Will be put in Order; and the Veils of Preju- 
dice, Pride, and Licentiouſneſs be remov'd: Now, this 
is the proper Buſineſs of Grace, which God will ſend to 
your Aſſiſtance, if you ask it with Patience, and Sin- 
cerity: But if you will live on your own Fund, if you 
will engage with a Reſolution not to yield; or diſpute 
meerly to overcome; you will live an Infidel, and die a 
Reprobate: All Arguments will only ſerve to harden 
your Heart, to inflame your Guilt, and heighten your 
Obſtinacy. 
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5 DIALOGUE VII. 
N Eudoxus it not fatisfy'd with Theomachus's Anſwers 


A Fter ſome Civilities, Euſebius took leave of his Adver- 
1 farics, and Theomachus conducted him to his _; 
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he promiſed to appear the next Day, and carry on the 
Converſation : In the mean time Eudoæus found himſelf 
in ſome Diſorder above Stairs: This Conference had bat- 
ter'd his Contidence, awak'd his Conſcience, and alarm'd 
his Fears: He had only enlarg'd his Belief to make room 
for Debauchery, and would needs fave all Men not to 
damn himſelf : Reſtraint was his beſt Argument againſt 
the Neceſſity of Chriſtian Religion for Salvation, and no- 


thing drew him into ſuch a Latitude of Belief, but an un- 


controll'd Liberty of Acting: But when he heard from 
Euſebius the Danger he run, and the Hazard he expos'd 
himſelf to; he found his Blood in a ferment, and all the 
Faculties of his Soul in an Uproar : He walk'd about the 
Room in ſuch a muſing Poſture, that Theomachns (now 
return'd) could not tell what to make of this mute Scene: 
His Motion repreſented a Farce; his Looks a Tragedy; 
and both ſeem'd extraordinary amazing. What faid Theo- 
machus, are you wrapt in an Extaſie, and fallen over 
Head and Ears into Speculation ? What turn'd Philoſo- 
pher ex tempore? Your Face has no metaphyſical Turn; 


lay down the Diſguiſe, and put on your Shape, you make 


an odd Figure in Matquerade. 

Eudox. Is Seriouſneſs ſo unbecoming? I am ſorry to 
hear Gravity fits ſo unhandſomely upon me, and that I 
cannot put on a thinking Countenance, without acting the 
Comedian: However, I hope, you will excuſe me; your 
Conference has given me ſome Reaſon ro look demurely. 

Theom. With all my Hearr, upon Condition you'll not 
turn thinking into a Practice; for, I tell you again, a ſtoi- 


cal Comportment agrees ill with your Conſtitution, and 


a contemplative Humour will ſour the Blood, and caſt. 


you into Fits of the Hypocondry. Methinks, I canread 
the Subject of your Meditation on your Face: I have tra- 
vell'd tar in Phytiognomy, and have drawn up a Map of 
that Country: In fine, Sir, the Aſpect is fitted up for 
Converſation, as well as the Tongue; and like the Spar- 
tans comprehends much in a little; it explains a Man's 
Mind more clear, than one can ſpeak it: You are now an- 
villing ont ſome petty Revenge againſt Eaſebins, and in- 
deed he deſerves a Mortification for his Sophiſtry: He 
talks with ſuch a magiſterial Confidence, as if he vented 
nothing but Evidence: He is a kind of ſpiritual Hector, 
and banters People into Subjection and Slavery; he has 
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an impoſing Air, and varniſhes his Reaſon with ſuch Af. 
ſurance, that unthinking Gentlemen miſtake one for the 
other: But you ſaw how I teazed him. 5 
Eudox. I cannot tell what Judgment you frame of this 
Morning's Conteſt, but I counſel you not to crow or cry 
Victeria; let it paſs for a drawn Battle; he may other- 
wiſe think of the Preſs, and if the Action takes Air, and 
appears in View, perchance the Publick may pronounce 
againſt you. We are often fond of our own Exploits, and 
eaſily turn the Advantages upon our ſelves ; whereas, 


God knows, impartial Readers may give it to our Adver- 4 
faries, and lay Diſhonour at our Doors. I muſt own, I in 
wiſh you had done your Part better, or that Exſebius had Tt 
done his worſe: I find my interior in a Flame: [ feel an 7 


unknown War in my Breaſt : Your Converſation has fo 
rais*d it; my Fears are enliven'd, and tho' I am not in th 


Hell, methinks, I deſerve it. f 
Tbeom. Certainly you rave, you have a feveriſh Di- th 
ſtemper upon you, and the malign Humour'has ſeiz'd up- bh 


on the Brain: I never ſaw a Man before, ſound under an ces 
Argument, or diſcours'd into a Calenture: You take Ap- bu 
1233 for Ne and turn a good Nature into an the 
xecutioner : Your Troubles are but Dregs of Educati- co 
on, or airy Spirits that riſe from Prejudice: Time will 
wear em out, or Courage will daunt em; bear up with 
Reſolution, and you'll ſcare your Frights, and look thoſe 

' dreadful Bugbears out of Countenance. 
_Exdox. I had rather you would reaſon 'em out of Coun- 
tenance : Uncertainty has begot em; and I fancy Cer- 
tainty would deſtroy em. Ah Theomachus! If there be 2 
God, you are undone; and if Chriſtianity be the only 

ſaving Religion, I am undone alſo. l 

Theom. Fie, Fie: I took you for a Man of Parts; for 
2 Man above Fear, and out of the Reach of Apprehenſi- 
1 on. Itell you there is no God, and by conſequence that 
* * Chriſtianity is nothing but pure Mummery and Impo- 
ſture : *Tis a poetical 7 — fram'd by crafty Stateſmen 


I to heave Men into their Duty. | 

© i Eudox. But did you not confeſs to Euſebius, that you 
:- | were certain of neither? ; | 

2 .  Theom. Prithee ask no Queſtions: Let us take a turn 


to the Blue poſts: Canary clears more Controverſies in an 
Hour, than Diſputes in an Age: A Glaſs of good Wine 


carries 
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carries off a Doubt in a trice, and I have found by 
Experience that Fears are ſooner drank, than reaſon'd 
21Way. | 

3 The preſent Buſineſs is too ſerious to be deba- 
ted in a Tavern; and I had rather argue, than laugh 
with you. If I comprehend Euſebius right, we are in 
1] Circumſtances: For tho? it happen that we are nothing 
in the next World, we are without peradventure Fools 
in this. For, look you, Sir, both our Tenets are very 
uncertain, and by legal Inference may be falſe; if they 
are, what will become of us? Can any Creature fink 
into a more deſperate Misfortune, than we ſhall certainly 
meet with? Can we loſe more than by forfeiting all ? 
Or can we ſuffer more, than when we fry in Flames 
for an Eternity? I confeſs this Eternity ſtrikes a Damp 
through every Joint: I dare not play with Thunder, nor 
ſtand the Stroak of the Omnipotent. On the other fide, 
though the other Tenets prove true, what are we the 
better? Firſt, Thoſe Pleaſures we pretend to, are as un- 
certain, as that Hel! we now ridicule; as that Heaven we 
burleſque. Secondly, Suppoſe, they were moſt certain, 
they are not able to render us happy when we Die, nor 
content whilſt we Live; they only ſerve to engender Diſ- 
eaſes, to provoke Conſcience, and to prey upon our E- 
ſtates: They are things beneath a cational Creature, not 
worth enjoying, nor even the contending for: Now ſee- 
ing there is ſuch an immenſe Chaos between our Hopes 
and our Fears; ſuch a monſtrous Diſproportion between 
our Loſs and our Gain, how is it poſſible for Men to 
ſwerve more palpably from the common Dictamens of 
Prudence than we ? | | 

Theom. I tell you, the Immortality of the Soul is 2 
meer flouriſh of Fancy. Tis a platonical Idea form'd 
at Athens ſome thouſands of Years ago, and wafted 
from beyond Seas in our Smyrna Fleet. 

Eudox. Could you prove your Aſſertion, my Fears 
would. be at an End: 1 would laugh at my preſent 
Frights, and ſport with thoſe Flames I tremble at. I 
am not yet cloy'd with Liberty, nor ſurfeited with Mirth ; 
nor am I ſo beſotted with Pleaſures of Senſe, as to 
charge through Fire and Brimſtone for their ſake : But 
jou have granted to Euſebius, that this very Point has 
no more Certainty, than * of the Exiſtence of a * * 
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So that tho' you name it a Fable; for ought we know it 
may be a real Story. 5 

Tbeom. But do you remember I told Exſebius, that a 
tottering Belief of a God, or of Chriſtianity, would not 
do our Turns, tho? we bridled our Paſſions, and bound 
up our Appetite to Penance and Mortification: Now if 
you. have in ſtore an Argument, that can convey Convi- 
tion, impart it to your ſelf, and ſtand to the belief of 
Chriſtianity with Reſolution : But if you have not, and 
there be a Hell; a wavering Faith, tho? waited on by all 
the Vertues of the moſt rigid Recluſe, conduQs you to 
DeſtruQion, as ſurely r Of the two give 
me therefore a pleaſant Life, and a wretched Eternity, 
rather than a miſerable Life, and a miſerable Eternity; 
for of two Evi!s I am for the lefs. | 

Exudox. | confeſs I am at a loſs for ſuch an Argument; 
yet my Mind gives me, that Induftry may make a Dif- 
covery, either tor the one Side, or for the other; that is, 
we may tall upon a Medium that will unriddle the My- 
ſtery; and either certainly convince us, that all the 
Dreads and Terrors of a future State are Fiction and Im- 
poſture, or that they are real Things; for if the Caſe 
ſtood otherwiſe, I ſhould be tempted to Timoni xe, and e 
clap a Satyr upon our whole Species: I ſhould break MF „ 
its Eſcutcheon, and throwits Titles of Honour upon Bears, 
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Lyons, and Tygers : For certainly Man with his pompous W tt 
and magnificent Prerogatives of Reaſon, would ſink g. af 
low the Level of the vileſt InſeQ ; becauſe his Lot wovid WF tr 
be Fear, and tormenting Thoughts here; and perchance W 1 


more tormenting Fire hereafter: Beaſts, poor Creatures, r 
neither waſte their Spirits with the towring Pretenſions f 
of Place, nor Precedency ; nor with the carking Appetite W |, 
of Having, nor with the troubleſome Apprehenſion of W ge 
Loſing: Their Care neither looks backward nor forwars; up 
their only Labour is to fence againſt the preſent Neceſli- W on 
ty; they neither expect any Advantage from the future, Sit 
nor any Misfortune ; they deſire not to be better, not pe 
fear to be worſe : They gently glide down the Tide of ore 
Nature, and fail down contentedly with the Current of tor 
Inclination : All their Pains and Pleaſure expire with 

their Life, and when their Taper is ſpent, and burnt 

within the Socket, they lie down to ſleep, age cvaPy 

rate into Nothing : But alas! poor Man, istantaliz'd wit 


plea- 
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pleaſant Dreams of a future Felicity, and haunted with 
frightful Spectres of never-ending Miſeries ; yet accord- 
ing to your new Theology, he is not able to diſcover 
Whats theſe things have any real Being, but in Imagi- 
nation: What is this but to Fang him on the Tenters? 
But to ſtretch him on the Torture? And to make his chief 
Privilege, Reaſon, ſubſervient to his Torment? There may 
be a God, (ſay you) a Hell, a Heaven, and one only 
ſaving Religion : If theſe things are true, and we live as 
if they were falſe, we are loſt : On the other fide, if 
they are falſe, and we check Appetite, and conform 
our Actions to the moſt rigid Morality ;- we labour in 
vain, and take pains to meet with Diſappointment: Bur 
then again, if they chance to be true; though we live pi- 
ouſly, if we believe not ſtedfaſtly, our Buſineſs is done: 
We mult pitch our Tents with the Libertines and —_ 
and keep Company with the unfortunate Fry of the Re- 
probate. *Tis true, could we believe without Doubts, * 
2 little Mortification of our Paſſions, ſome Reſtraint up- 
on Appetite, might ſecure us; but this (you ſay) is im- 
poſſible, becauſe there are not to be found in Nature, Mo- 
tives ſufficient to ſettle our Judgments ia a firm Belief, 
either of a Deity, or of Religion; ſo that in ſpight of Fate, 
of Prudence and Vertue, poor Men muſt agonize here 
under all the dreadful Convulſions of Fear; and (if 
there be a God) under the weight of his Revenge here- 
after: This is a murdering Doctrine Theomachas ; and if 
true, you mult conclude, that Nature is a Step-mother to 
Man; and that God created him in his Fury; that he 
7 15 him with Knowledge, to fit him up for Miſery: 


Let us rather ſay, we may find ſome Thread, if we take 


the pains to look about us, to guide us out of this wan- 
dering Labyrinth: We may dive into things, till we fall 
upon Certainty ; and diſcover whether Impoſtures lies 
on our Side, or theirs who oppoſe our Principles: Bur, 
vir, I have (I fear) treſpaſs'd upon your Patience, and 
perchance good Breeding alſo: But pray charge my Diſ- 
order with theſe Failings, and take an Excuſe for A- 
tonement. 
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DIALOGUE IX. 


Eudoxus znſatisfied with the Diſcourſe of Theomachus, 
goes Euſebius. 


Uadoxas return'd to his Lodgings with a heavy Heart : 


He gave Scope to his fancy, which warm'd with 
the Morning Diſpute, was become ungovernable : It 
flew from one diſmal Apprehenſion to another, till at 


length it wandred into Hell, and drew out all the Fer- 


rors of that wretched Region to ſcare him: The Con- 
templation of that Place of Torment, of Fire, Darkneſs 
and Deſpair, ſqueez'd ont Tears, Sighs, and Lamenta- 
tions. Woe be to me, ſaid he, when 1 die here to Plea- 
ſure, if I live hereafter to eternal Pains : This may be 
my Fate, and certainly will be, if Chriſtianity be the 
only ſaving Religion, and there be any Puniſhment for 
Infidelity : I ſay it will be; unleſs I lay aſide both 
Doubts and Lewdneſs: This is an Affair of the higheſt 
Conſequence; it deſerves my Solicitude, and will re- 
ward my Labour with Intereſt, which way ſoever it turns. 
I will therefore think of no other Buſineſs, till I have 
brought this to a happy Concluſion + By the Succeſs of 
this I muſt ſtand or fall. 

The Reſolntion was taken ; bnt he ſoon found himſelf 
inan unknownRegion, without Stars, Map, or Guide to 
ſteer his Courſe by : He purſued Certainty, but knew 
not in what part of the Globe it dwelt, or where to ad- 
dreſs himſelf for Direction. Firſt, He thought to fall 
upon Reading; for Books being the Product of Time 
and mature Thoughts, are generally poliſh'd; they tell 
us how far our Underſtanding can go towards the Diſco- 
very of Truth; and leaving Impertinencies behind, draw 
off the Spirits and Eſſence from the Subject: But then 
he was at a puzzle about the Choice: Bad Books (ſaid 
he) are as contagious as lewd Company; and (what 13 
— 75 more frequent, and more affecting; for they are 
fet off with luſcious Expreſſions, and with quaint Lan- 

age, which carries down the Poiſon with ' Pleaſure: 

ike Ladies, they never appear in Publick, but under 4 
gaudy Dreſs ; and care is taken to waſh over the Foulneſs 
of the Subject with a pleaſing Tarniſn: A Man may b 
NA; | __ 
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well learn Chaſtity in the Stews, Temperance in Taverns, 
Honeſty in Newgate, Meekneſs among HeQors, and the 
Belief of a God among Atheiſts, as Chriſtianity amon 

theſe wretched Pamphlets. An ill Subject well handled 


doubles the Danger of reading it; the Miſchief riſes with 


the Wit, and infects in Proportion to the Art of the Au- 
thor. In fine, he was toſs'd from Reſolution to Reſolu- 
tion, without knowing which to refolve on; till at 
length he re flected of Ezſeb:z5: Tis true, he had no Ac- 
quaintance with the Gentleman, but being taken with 
his Morning's Diſcourſe, he was ſatisfied of his Capaci- 
ty, and judg'd favourably of his Probity. Theſe Conſi- 
derations made him break through all Difficulties, and 
the preſent Aches of his Mind, added Wings to the De- 
fire of finding a Lenitive. 7 

He went therefore out of Hand to Euſebius's Lodgings, 
and laid open the State of his Interiour ; he conjur'd him 
by all that's ſacred to lend his Aſſiſtance; and, if poſſible, 
to cure that Wound himſelf had made: He ſpoke with 
a Vehemency, that eaſily perſwaded Euſebius he was 
in earneſt; and his Suit was too juſt to receive a de- 
mak: * | 5 | 

Sir, ſaid Euſebius, you have addreſs'd your ſelf to a 
Perſon, that is perchance leſs able, than willing to aſſiſt 


you: I aſſure you of my Readineſs ; the iſſue muſt an- 


{wer for my Ability. I am glad (pardon the Expreſſion) 
of your Diſteinper: When we feel the Diſeaſe, there is 
Hopes of a Cure; but when we have no Senſe of our 
Condition, 'tis time to think of a Coffin. Neither ſpurn, 
nor kick at Providence for this painful Ufage : The O- 
peration - (no doubt) is ſharp, but withal neceſſary: 
Health of the Body is not recovered without Pain; an 
Impoſthume calls tor a Lance, and Oppletion for unpa- 
latable Evacuatories. The ſame Methods are applicable 
to Diſeaſes of the Soul : Whilſt Conſcience ſutters De- 
bauchery without Murmur, without Complaint ; whillt | 
we enjoy a profound Peace within us, in the midſt of 
Crimes, as well as of Innocence, we find no Inclination 
to reform: That falſe Tranquility lulls us afleep, it 
keeps ſerious RefleQions at a Diſtance, and perſwades 
our fooliſh Credulity, that no Danger threatens us, be- 
cauſe we apprehend none: But when Offences fit uneaſy. 
upon us, when Pleaſure gall us, when Infidelity becomes 

. „ | ſuſpected, 
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ſuſpected, and Lewdneſs it ſelf. troubleſome ; we begin 
to ſurvey our Conduct, to compare the Preſent with the 
Futare, to face our Hopes with our Fears, and the De- 
lights of this Life with the Torments of the other: And 
when we diſcover thoſe groſs Illuſions we lie under, a 
little ſtrugling with the help of God's Grace, will break 
through all Impediments which interpoſe between us and 
our Duty: Take therefore this Anguiſh of Mind as a 
Pledge of God's Kindneſs, and of your future Felicity; 
he ſtrikes in his Mercy, as well as in his Juſtice ; he 
heals when he wounds, and ſpares when he puniſhes ; 
Never defer the ſearch of Truth, nor faulter till you 
have found it: Slackneſs in a point of this Importance is 
always dangerous, and ſometimes mortal: When we 
refuſe God's kind Invitation, he often chaſtiſes our Inci- 
vilities i FHlagranti, and ſcarce leaves a Moment between 
the Affront and the Revenge. When I was ſome Years 
ago in Flanders, an Officer of my Acquaintance gave me 
a Viſit; he was one of thoſe, who make no Diſtinction 
| between Religion and Faction; who jeſt at Faith, and 
ſpend their Lives in its Service: He could no more be- 
lieve that Church true he fought for, than that he fought 
againſt : He ridicul'd the one, and contemn'd the other; 


he treated Morality ill in his Diſcourſe, but worſe in 


Practice: I thought a little Warmth and Expoſtulation 
were juſtifiable on ſuch an Occaſion, and ſo I took him 


up roundly ; 1 drew out in lively Colours the Horror 


of his Life, the Unwarrantableneſs of his Proceeding, 
and the Severity of thoſe pains God had prepar'd for Li- 
bertines in the next World; together with the Curſes that 


would fall upon his Head in this: He took leave of me, 


and retir'd to his Inn, but after Dinner he return'd : I 
have often (ſaid he) receiv'd Proofs of your Kindneſs, but 
never greater than this Morning: I have look'd into my 


ſelf ſince I ſaw you; and confeſs my Caſe would be de- 


| Iperate, had I lefs than an infinite Mercy to confide in: 
Some urgent Buſineſs calls me to my Garriſon ; but next 
Week I will return, and adviſe with you about the grand 
Affair of my Salvation. This is a Call from God (an- 
ſwer'd I) and perchance it may be the laſt : The Cam- 
paigne draws near; aud when once you have taken the 
Field, you will neither be Matter ot your Time, nor your 
Life ; your Employment challenges that, and a Bullet 
may diſpoſe of hit before you are aware. ] 
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I am ſenſible (reply'd the Gentleman) of my Caſe, 


and of the Danger; and nothing ſhall alter my Reſolu- 
tion; and ſo he departed. He kept his Word, and with- 
in ten Days return'd ; he paſs'd by my Lodgings, and 
told me he would not fail after Dinner to wait upon me, 
and hop'd to bring his Bulineſs to a happy Conciufion : 
Permit me, Sir, (ſaid I) to attend you at your Inn: Lis 
much more eaſy to fall into Company, than to diſingage 
your ſelf: Men of your Calling, had rather ſtorm a 
Half-moon, than aſſail Cuſtom, or attack Ceremony: 
But he would not hear of my Propotition ; he left the 
Company, and was on his way; when untortunately he 
met with a Friend, who invited him to a Bottle of Cham- 
paigne : He would not accept of the Invitation; but the 
other would not be deny'd : And fo at length away they 
march'd together: One Bottle drew on another, and their 
Debauch ended with the Night: In the mean time, an 
Expreſs calls him to his Regiment: I he French have taken 
the Field; and all muſt march to watch their Motions : 
He returns home in Poſt; he goes to the Camp, and 
ſhortly after loſes his Life at Steentirk: We may truly 
ſay, this poor Gentleman was near Heaven; but God 
ſend the unhappy Rencounter of a Friend did not put him 
out of the way ! He was invited to Repentance, he made 
a fair Advance; and (I may ſay) the Buſineſs was al- 
moſt finiſh'd, becauſe he ſeriouſly reſolv'd to conclude it: 
But a Bottle of Champaigne put in a demur : It ſuſpend- 
ed the Execution; and then the ſudden March of the 
Troops broke off the Negotiation : He went to the Field 
2 Libertine, and in all Probability dy'd one: As God 
touch'd his Heart, ſo he has ſoftened yours: Pray, Sir, 
let not Negligence miſuſe the Favour, nor turn it into a 
Curſe: Let it ſtand up for you at God's Tribunal, as a 
Witneſs of Gratitude, not of Obſtinacy. I counſel you 
for ſome Days to withdraw into a place of Retirement: 
Vifits will diſttact you, and may ſtifle your pious Reſo- 
lution, if your Deſign takes air: If your Companians 
learn you are going into another Intereſt, they will raiſe 
a hundred Batteries againſt your Conſtancy ; and though 
jou come off with Victory, you will not get clear of 
their Temptations without Danger: I will willingly wait 
upon you into the Country, if you can pitch upon a con- 
venient Place. 


X 4 Eudox. 
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Eudox. You will infinitely oblige me: My Houſe is 
but four Miles off; and, if you pleaſe, we will take Coach 
this Evening. POS dir. 4 

Euſeb. I am content, but I muſt excuſe my Departure 
to Theomachus, otherwiſe he may ſend Hue and Cry after 
me; and Si quis me in the next Gazette, Fi . 

He ſent him a Letter to let him know that a Buſineſs of 
Importance requir'd his Preſence in the Country; that he 
would diſpatch it with convenient Speed, and that the 
ſame Moment his Hands were rid of that Trouble, he 
would return to proſecute the Conference. Theomachns 
anſwer'd he was his own Matter ; that he might take his 
Time, and that he would expect his Return with Plea- 
ſure : They immediately took Coach, and arriv'd at Ex- 
doxus's Houle. S e Zh TITS 


SEES er K W. $454 
DIALOGUE x. 
- Eudoxus retires with Euſebius into the Country, where 


. they meet with Arioviſtus a High-flows Latitudi- 
5 narian. a . — 5 


doxus's Mother receiv'd her Son with Tenderneſs: 
She was a Lady of a Piety above the common; ſhe 
loy'd her Son, but could not difſemble his Vices : She 
often admoniſh'd him of the Danger he expos'd his Soul 
to; and ſometimes mingled Tears with gentle Reproofs: 
But his time was not yet come, and all her Admonitions 
only ſerv'd to heighten his Obduracy : Yet ſhe gave not 
over: She implor'd God's Aſſiſtance in private, and be- 
ſeech'd his Mercy to ſtrike out of this Rock ſome Tears 
of Repentance; to recal this Prodigal, who had imbe- 
zell'd all his Treaſures of Grace, and pawn'd his Religi- 
on to Proſtitutes: Her Friends admir'd her Charity, and 
ity'd it. Once a Divine aſſur'd her, that a Child of 
Tears would never periſh: She took the Words for an O- 
racle, and fancy'd he ſpoke by Inſpiration : Though her 
Son's Profaneneſs touch'd her to the quick, the Hopes ot 
his Converſion kept her in Heart; and the more he ran 
from Piety, the more ſhe praQtis'd it. 
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When Eudoxus arriv'd, ſhe read ſome Change in his 
Face; his Behaviour was more grave; his Looks more 
ſober, and all his Carriage breath'd an Air of Modeſty: 
3 firſt ſhe ſuſpected the Dice had run croſs, and that the 

auſe of his Melancholy lay in the Pocket: Then ſhe 
fear'd he was hammering out ſome amorous Intrigue, or 
lay under the Mortification of a criminal Diſappointment : 
But Eudoxus ſoon diflipated her Suſpicions, by telling the 
Cauſe of his nnexpeRted Arrival: She was over-Joy'd at 
the News, and almoſt ſunk under the Exceſs : She gave 
Euſebius a thouſand Thanks, and ſtil'd him her Son's good 
Angel: VF hey were ſitting down to Supper, when in comes 
Arwu;/txs with another Gentleman. The Lady was ſur- 
priz'd at the Arrival of ſo unexpected a Gueſt; his very 
ſight drew the Blood to her Face, and though ſhe was 
Miſtreſs of her Words and Actions, ſhe could not com- 
mand her Reſentment; She fear'd leaſt this importune 
Viſit might nip her Son's Reſolutions, and daſh in Pieces 
the Hope ſhe had of his Converſion: However, ſhe forgot 
not. Civility in the very. Heat of her Diſturbance, and 
Skreen'd off her Concern with a hearty Welcome. 
But after Supper ſhe took Euſebius alide, and expos'd 
her Fears with all the Ezergy of Tears and Paſſion. Sir, 
(faid ſhe) God ſend your Charity meet with Succefs : I 
luſpe& Arioviſtus cloaks ſome ill Delign under the ſpeci- 
out Outſide of a Viſit, and that another Errand brought 
him here, befides- meer Civility : His Morals run even 
with his Religion ; he believes what flatters Pride, and 
acts whatever fawns upon Senſe; he goes upon one Prin- 
ciple, which is to ſtick at nothing, that tides with Inte- 
reſt, or gratifies Appetites. This Man firſt furniſh'd Ez- 
doxus with corrupt Maxims, and Theomachus taught hirn 
the Application : In fine, both have contributed to. his 
Deſtruction, and my Misfortune. N 
Euſebius deſir'd her not to take the Alarm. I will find 
occaſion (ſaid he) to engage Arioviſtus in a Diſpute, I 
doubt not of the Succeſs : The overthrow of the Matter 
may work upon the Scholar. He may yield to theſe Rea- 
ſons Arioviſtas (I am ſure) will not be able to reſiſt. 
The next Morning, when they ſat together in the Parlepr, 
Chance gave the cue to a hot Debate, that cover'd Aric- 
viſtus with Confuſion, and Exſelius with Glory. 
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DIALOGUE XL 


God does neither command, nor permit us to conform 10 the 
Religion of the Country where we live, 


T H E Poſt brought Ezdexzs a News Letter from Lon- 
don, which gave an account of new Laws enacted 
againſt Papiſts. 1 5 | 

Ariov. This AQ is worthy of that great Aſſembly. I 
have nothing againſt the Proceedings, but that it's too 
moderate, and indulging : Befides, methinks it ſhould 
have reach'd all Diſſenters; for all being guilty of Obſti- 
nacy, none ſhould be exempt from Puniſhment. 

Exſeb. How? Too indulging? What will you call ſe- 
vere? Papiſts are difſeiz*'d of their Birth-right, ſtrip'd of 
Property, and expos'd to the Inſolence of villanous Infor- 
mers, and Catch-polls ; and after all, you complain of Mo- 
deration. Miſtake me not, Sir, I neither arraign the Wiſ- 
dom nor the Juſtice of the Parliament: That Auguſt Bo- 
dy may have Reaſons unknown to us: But I diſapprove 

our perſecuting Humour: Diſſenters are our Fellow- 

ubjects; the Relation deſerves Tenderneſs, and calls for 
ſome Compaſſion: It's Barbarity to out-rage a Felon at 
the Bar, or to inſult over a condemn'd Wretch at Tybarn; 
much more over Diſſenters; who, for ought we know, 
have no other Crime, but their Religion. . 

Ariov. Let them conform, and they ſhall enjoy the Pro- 
teQion of the Government, and the Liberty of Exgliſb- 
men: But if they take the Pet, and ſtray from the eſta- 
bliſh'd Worſhip of the Realm; the Common-wealth 
mult take Notice of their Prevarication, and puniſh it; 
And as thoſe who ſuffer for the breach of Laws, die de- 
ſervedly ; ſo they who lay down their Lives for any Re- 
ligion Out-law'd by the Common-wealth, are Maleſa- 
Etors, not Martyrs : They only *. through one Puniſh- 
ment into another: Thouſan 
niz'd here on Earth, that will never be Sarzted in Hea- 
Ven. 

Enſeb. Hold Sir, this Doctrine ſhould be bleach'd; it's 
ſo monſtrouſly foul, there is no enduring it: It ſhould 


paſs a Quarautaiue in ſome Laaretta; * 
| i ; mells 


s (Enſebins) are cano- 
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ſmells rank of Infection. Blaſphemy fits on every Sylla- 
ble: What think you? Did St. Laurence and St. Stephen 
die like Criminals? Are not their Names regiſter'd in 
the Book of Life, as well as in the Martyrologue? Yet 
they died for a Religion, condemn'd by the Supreme Au- 
thority of Rome and Jury. Sir, I would have you diſ- 
pute this point at the 0/4 Baily, Blaſphemy is puniſh'd 
with Fire in this World, as well as in the next. + 
Ariov. Heat and Invective rather fret an Adverſary, 
than convince him: More Reaſon and leſs Paſſion, are 
proper for a Man of your Age and Character: You are 
ou the Decay, Sir; your Deportment ſhould be as cold 
as your Blood ; and your Paſſions as grey as your Head. 
I fay, God made Man for Commerce, we cannot live on 


our own Fund; we muſt barter with our Neighbours ; 


and this Foreign Correſpondence is requiſite to furniſh 
our Happineſs: A ſociable Lite is impraQicable, (I would 
ſay impoflible) unleſs Inferiours lie under an indiſpenſable 
Obligation of obeying, and Superiours have an uncon- 
troulable Power to ordain all thoſe things, that are ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport and conſerve Society, 

Now, what can be more neceſſary than Union, and 
Harmony of Opinions? This cements all the Parts, and 
moulds them into one great Body: It inſpirits them to 
Action in their deſign'd Station: It combines their Inte- 
relt ; and by conſequence their Endeavours: But when 
their Minds are divided, their Intereſts are ſeparated, 


- and then they club into FaQion ; and whilſt each Cabal 


drives at private Ends, the whole Fabrick of the Go- 
vernment firſt Totters, and then falls into Confuſion, 
But of all Diviſions, thoſe that ſpring from Differences 
in Religion have ever prov'd the moſt fatal. Zeal has 


open'd more Veins than Cruelty; and laid waſte more 


Provinces than Ambition : It has rifled thoſe very Places, 
Avarice it ſelf left untouch'd ; and ſet on fire thoſe Reli- 
gious Edifices, Impiety revered: It has brought ſome 
Princes to the Scaffold, and others to Abdicate: In fine, 
new Seditions break in upon the State with new Religi- | 
ons, and the eſtabliſh'd Government is always (ſtruck 
at, with the eſtabliſh'd Church. Pretence of Piety leads 
the Van, but Sword, Cannon, and Deſolation bring up the 
ear. ; 1 * 2 , 1 
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Seeing therefore God commands us to live in Society; 
he has impower'd the chief Magiſtrate, with a full Com- 
miſſion to enaQ thoſe Laws that are requilite'for the fur- 
thering this great Deſign : Now nothing under Heaven 
can be more neceſſary, than a power to eſtabliſh Religi- 


on; therefore God has entruſted every ſupreme Magi- 
ſtrate with that Power; whence it follows, that every 


Religion ſettled by Law, binds all thoſe who live under 


the ProteQion of that State ; and by conſequence I dare 


not excuſe any Oiſſenter from Treaſon, both againſt the 


Common-wealth and God. 
In a Word, we muſt conform our Belief to that of the 


Country where we live; nor can any Pretence of Con- 
ſcience or Revelation exempt us from the Obligation : 
Hence, I fay, that Stephen the Deacon loſt his Life at 
Jeruſulem, as fairly as Stephen the Joyner at Oxford: They 
both fell by the Law, and therefore juſtly. Death makes 


not a Martyr, but the Cauſe; this alone diſtinguiſhes 


the Innocent trom the Guilty. 
Euſeb. Bleſs me! where are we? The Jews tore their 
Garments, when they heard Blaſphemies ; but Chrifti- 


ans turn it into Entertainment: Certainly nothing but 
Damnation is able to force out ſuch flaming Expreſſions : 
Your Diſcourſe is too rank to undergo a Diſſection; it 


carries with it a Complication of Crimes, that won't bear 
the very naming : Like flagitions MalefaQors, they in- 
fect on the Hrrdle, and kill at their Execution: It's al- 
moſt ſafer to diſſemble, than to arraign them; and they 
are taught, whillt they are reprov'd: But ſeeing you have 
fung Poiſon among the Audience, I'll venture to preſent 
them an Antidote, You ſay, St. Stephen dy'd a Rebel, no 
Martyr ; that he fell by Law, and conſequently by the 
Hands of Juſtice: But this helliſh Logick argues our bleſ- 


ſed Saviour into Rebellion, and ſtigmatizes him for a 


convicted Conſpirator; for certainly he died by Com- 
mand of the Magiſtrate: Innovation in Matters of Reli- 
gion made- up one part of the Charge againſt him, and 

reaſon the other. I ſoppole this horrid Infolence lay 


out of Sight; for Gentlemen of your Perſwaſion are 


ſhort-fighred ; and are ſo taken up with Principles, that 
they over-look [lations : Remember, Sir, we live under 
a pious Princeſs, and a reforming Parliament; ſo that! 


do not deſpair within ſome Days to hear, that po 
; | | aws 
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Laws are paſt againſt thoſe that blaſpheme God, as well 
as againſt thoſe that ſerve him. 80 | 

Arioviſtus began an Apology, but Euſebius refus'd to hear 
it. Sir, (ſaid he) the Text is too plain to need a Comment; 
and too horrid to deſerve one: To excuſe Blaſphemy, is 
but a Hairs-breadth from defending it: The very hear- 
ing of the Mord abates the Horror of the Crime: For no 
Offences are leſs deteſted, than thoſe that are often ſpoken 
of : Befides, I have only glanc'd at an Inference ; the 
Principle is more flagitious, and therefore mult be 

| brought to the Bar. You ſay God commands us to con- 
form to the Religion of the Country where we livez and 
that to profeſs any other, or to believe nothing, is equal- 
ly criminal. Es / 
Ariov. I ſay ſo. 
Euſeb. Is your Aſſertion Univerſal ? 
Ariov. It takes in all Religions; it reaches all Nati- 
ons, as well as all Ages. 
Euſeb. God therefore commands me (when I am in 
England) to deny Tranſubſtantiation, Prayers for the Dead, 
Seven Sacraments, &c. But if Buſineſs calls me to Paris, 
Rome, or Madrid; he commands me to ſteer about; and 
| believe-them : In Chriſtendom I muſt believe Chriſt is 
God; but if a brisk Gale waſts we over into Aſia, I 
| mult deny it: At Conſtantinople I muſt ſwear there is one 

God, and that Mahomet is his Prophet; but at my return 
into the Weſt, I muſt change my Tune; I mult ſwear 
the Prophet into an Impoſtor, and his Revelations into 
Forgery: But if I ſteer towards the North, and ſer up in 
Lapland; then I muſt bow to a Red Cloth; and pour forth 
my Oriſons to Madam Paſs : Again, if I double the Cape, 
and put in at Cochin; I mult fall proſtrate before an Ape's 
Griader., 7 | 

Ariov. Well, and what harm in all this? 

Euſeb. Why truly, travelling will be expenſive: Be- 
fore we ſet out, we muſt provide our ſelves with Alexan- 
der — View of Religions; we muſt make a handſome 
Collection of Aſtrolabe*'s Quadrauts, and Jacob's Staffs, to 
find the Lines of Longitude, and Latitude; for in your 
Hypotheſis, Mathematicks muſt be our Rule of Faith, 
and Climates the Motives of our Credibility. This is a 
pretty Syſtem, and has the Advantage of Novelty to re- 
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commend it: I have often ſeen Controverſſes try'd b 


Scripture, Tradition, and Reaſen ; but to compoſe a Dif- 


ference by Logarithms, Sinnus's, and Tangents, is extraor- 
dinary: The Invention is wotthy of your Wit, and of 
the ſame Peace with you Piety: In good time you may 
improve the Diſcovery, and find out the true Religion 
(as we do true Guineas) by be Height 

But if in England Tranſubſtantiation be falſe, it can- 


not be true in Fance, Spain, and Italy; and if in Eu- 


rope our Bleſſed Saviour be really God ; all the Power of 
the Grand Seignior can never turn him into @ meer Man 
in Alia: In fine, if Mabomet be an 2 in the MWeſt, 
how can he be a Prophet in the Eaſt? For truth is no 
1 it will not ſtand on both ſides of the Contradi- 
i038. e 
It's evident therefore that God commands me to believe 
a Falſehood, either in England, or beyond Sea; nay, and 
engages his Authority to perſwade me: He threatens Hell, 
if I refuſe, and offers Heaven, if I conform. In Exgland 
I honour him, by ſwearing Tranſubſtantiation is a meer 
Fiction, the Product of Ignorance, and Spawn of Super- 
ſtition ; but this Tramontaue Honour carries Damnation 
with it at Rome; here I muſt ſwear Tranſubſtantiation is a 
very real Thing; and ſo flie in the Face of my own Evi- 
dence. Perjury therefore in your Religion paſſes for an 


Act highly mericorious, id eft, a ſcandalous Crime for 2 


moſt edifying Vertne. What mad Notions do you frame 
of God? You level him with Oazes, and fling him below 
Bedloe : You ſeem to acknowledge a Deity meerly to 
make him capable of Contempt and Infamy. 

Ariov. You miſtake me; I neither impeach God of 
Forgery, nor Impoſture; I do not queſtion his Veracity, 
nor ſquint upon his Sanctity: I only maintain he com- 
mands me to be a Proteſtant in England, and a ＋ < at 
Rome; to believe Chriſt is God in Queen Aun's Court, 


and that he is a meer Man in the Suſtan's; but he does 


not engage his Word for Truth of either Side. 

Enſeb. And, I ſuppoſe, he commands you to profeſs 
HWhiggiſm in the Amſterdam Coffee-Houſe, id eft, to blend 
Faction with Religion, and ſhroud Infidelity under Hy- 
pocriſy.: For look you, Sir, you cannot poſſibly believe 
the Articles of the Church of Rome true, without pro- 
nouneing thoſe of the Church of England falſe: For theſe 

ate 
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are Negatives of the other ; if God commands you to 
chop Beliefs with the Climate, he commands you to play 
the Hypocrite on one fide of the Water, which is a 
Crime againſt the firſt Principles of Reaſon, and can no 
more be commanded by God, than practis'd by Man: 
For ſuch a Behaviour is a Burleſque ; a Satyr on all Re- 
1 and by conſequence on the Author and Object 
or. ©: 
But again, if God commands me to be a Proteſtant 
in England, and a Papiſt at Rome; a Turk in Aſia, and a 
Chriſtian in Europe, engages his Word for a Fallſity 
for the Church of England maintains the Articles of her 
Belief were reveal'd ; the Church of Rowe ſays the ſame, 
in Defence of hers; and the Mabometan Congregation 
lays all its Impoſtures on Revelation : When therefore 
God commands you to be a Proteſtant, Papiſt, or Maſel- 
man, he commands you to believe he has reveal'd the 
particular Tenets of theſe Seas, and conſequently avou- 
ches for the T'ruth of them: For whatever he reveals, 
mult be true: So that to oblige you to believe, he has 
reveal'd ſuch a Point, and to engage his Word for the 
Truth of it, is one and the ſame Thing : Now the par- 
ticular Tenets of theſe Churches croſs upon one another, 
and therefore all cannot poſſibly be true: whence it fol- 
lows that God engages his Authority for a Lye, and pawns 
his Veracity for a Falſehood: You ſubje& his Sanctity to 
a Weakneſs we all bluſh at, though we all commit it, and 
even level him with Knights of the Poſt. | 
Moreover, if Chriſt be a z2zeer Man, how can God 
command Chriſtians to adore him? And if he be God, 
how can he forbid the Taria, Neſtorians, and Arians, to 
pay him Homage due to his Divinity? God can no more 
{trip himſelf of his Severeignty, than of his Being :' He 
can as ſoon take a Creature into his Throne, as make o- 
ver his Title to Adoration: In a Word, either Man can 
offend, or he cannot; if he cannot, let him bid farewel 
to all Religions, and take leave of Morality ; let him 
model his Actions by Epicure, and his Faith by 2 
ras : But if he can offend ; what claſhes more directly 
with all Laws Natural and Divine, than Idolatry? If 
this ſpiritual Inceſt be Innocent, what can be Criminal ? 
And if God can command ſo ſacrilegious an Action, what 
can he forbid? 
| Arioviſtus 
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| Arioviſtns was pinch'd, be ſaw himſelf in the Toils, - 


and knew not how to diſengage himſelf; his Concern 


flew to his Face, and every Poſture ſhew'd Uneafineſs, 


and Anger. Come, Sir, {laid he at laſt to Euſebius with 


a forc'd Smile) 1 have miſtaxen my Errand, I came not 
ro Diſpute, but to be Merry ; let Arguments. give place 
to a Bottle, it's more ſatisfactory to ſee the Bottom of a 


Glaſs, than of a Queſtion ; and to drain Bumpers, than 


Controverfies: We have run thg firſt Heat, it's time to 


* 


rub. 


tures ; you hector Religion and Piety with ſuch-a daring 
Confidence, when you are out of the reach of aft Ad- 


verfary, that one would ſwear both Senfe and Reaſon - 


had embrac'd your Intereſt : But when you receive a 
Blow, you retreat to jeſts; you parry againſt Proofs 
with Railleries, and oppoſe Laughter to 
be plain, you miſplace' your Paſſions, you ſmile when 
von ſhould tremble, and laugh when you ſhould cry: 
Had you any Apprehenſton of a God ; you would dread 
thoſe Flames, that his eternal Juſtice has prepar'd below 


to burn, not to conſume Blaſphemies ; theſe hideous 


Flights of Prophaneneſs and Impiety would be Pain and 
Penance to you : You lay ſuch deſperate Commands to 
his Charge, as fit him rather for Contempt, than Venera- 
tion; and make him more worthy of Horror, than 
Adoration : For if your Divinity be Orthodox ; he abets 
Lyes, commands Idolatry, and perſwades. Perjury ; and 
ſo Man's Vices make up the Roll of his Perfections; and 

we moſt revere in him what all human Laws puniſh 
o — 4 | 7 3 . 

Ariov. You are diſpos'd for a touch of Polemicks: 
Bat if you are above the Laws of Decency and Breeding 
1 am not: 1 reſolve not to turn Clown for Company: I 

have too much Reſpect for my Lady to be clamorous in 
her Preſence ; and thhiik it as genteel to Duel, as to Diſ- 
pute before her: Beſides, we are upon Theological Nice- 
ties, unneceſſary to be known 4 Learned; and im- 
poſſiblę to be underſtood by the Vulgar. 

Sir, (ſaid the Lady) let no Ceremony break off the 
Confexencę: We ſtand not here upon Grimace, or Re- 
ſervedneſꝭ; and though we did, your Defeat will atone 


for your Rudeneſs: To be plain; J ain impatient to {ee 
WR; your 


F 5 


eaſon : To- 
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your Vanity laſh'd ; your Pride diſciplin'd, and your rho- 
domontading Genius penanc'd with Confuſion. How of- 


ten in my Houſe have you not only made a Practice, but 


a Boaſt of Prophaneneſs, and defended the Crime, by 
committing a greater? You have lampoon'd theſe Gen- 


tlemen that durſt ſtand up in defence of Religion, and 
daub'd them with the Reproaches of Bigotry and Super- 
ſtitjon; you queſtion their Judgments, and dubb'd them 


Fools, who would not ſwallow down all Religions; and 
bluſter'd with impoſing an Aſſurance, as if it were as eaſie 
to defend Libertiniſin, as to abet it. Sir, you are in fight 


"of an Adverſary; look him in the Face; ſtand your 


Ground, and defend your principles, or condemn them 


by an Affidavit, that your Repentance may be as publick 
as the Scandal: Your Honour is at Stake, and there is 
no. Means between a Victory and an Overthrow. 


This ſudden Tempeſt blown from an unexpected Quar- 
ter, ſoon rais'd a Tumult in Arioviſtus's Breaſt ; Shame, 
Anger, and Revenge broke looſe ; and fan'd his Reſent- 
ment to-ſuch a heighth, that it almoſt ſtifled his Reaſon: 
He roll'd a hundred Thoughts in his Head; and al- 
moſt as many Reſolutions; yet he could not fix on any: 
To retaliate, was not only unmanly, but alſo uncivil; for 
though a Lady be not below a Man's Anger, ſhe is be- 


low his Revenge: To break off the Diſpute was difho- 


nourable; and to baffle Exſebius difficult: However, at 
lat having balanc'd bis Fears with his Hopes, he conclu- 
ded his Reputation would ſuffer leſs by continuing the 
Diſpute, than flying it: For though Euſebius might foil 
him with Reaſon, he thought himſelf fuperior at Raillery; 
which oftentimes even Men of Parts miſtake for Wit, 
and receive for Reaſon. At leaſt he had found upon Ex- 
perience, that Noiſe in Diſputes ſtands for Evidence, and 
that theſe carty off the Honour of Conqueſt in the 
8 Audience, who ſpeak loudeſt, not who 
ditcourſe beſt : Theſe Conliderationsſway'd him to accept 


to the Lady. 


of a ſecond Engagement; wherefore turning himſelſ ijtſt 


Madam, (aid he) I thought I ow'd your Character 


and Perſon {ome Reſpect, but ſecing you are gieas d to 
torego the Debt, I ſhall, ſupereede the Payment, I per- 
ceive Deference is ſometimes unacceptable; aud Civi- 


lity clowniſh. 1 will therefore for the future take my 
es, Eu Rs „ Labep®-"*;, 
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322 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 
Liberty, and never ſtand off in Reſtraint or Ceremo- 


ny. | JF 
Then addreſſing himſelf to Euſebius; Sir, continu'd 
he, you miſunderſtand me: I mean not that God com- 


mands us to conform to the Reſigion of the State where 


we live. No; hepermits us.only; like the Royal Eagle, 
he preys on Hearts; theſe he requires: So that if we love, 


honour, aid obey him, we keep up to the very heighth 


of his Commands. He permits all exterior Ceremonies, 
though vain, ſuperſtitious, and wicked; a good Intenti- 
on ſanctiſies an ill Action, and the Uprightneſs of our 
Hearts compounds for the Errors of our Worſhip: In 
fine, Sir, God looks on all the Failures of our Under- 
ſtanding as pure Miſtakes, not Crimes; and thoſe he can- 
not approve, he pities. > 
Euſeb. | underſtood you before, and apprehend you at 
preſent: You draw the Theſis into a leſs Compaſs, and 
turn God's Command into a bare Permiflion ; id eſt, l 
have driven you from one Retrenchment, and you are 
clap'd behind another; but this is no more ſtable, than 
the firſt, and you will be forc'd to ſurrender. Tell me; 
does God permit all Religions? o 
- Ariov. All that are; or ever were in the World. 
Exſeb. All? That Man certainly deſerves Damnation, 
that can find no Religion to his Gouſt: But do no Adi- 
ons outrage Nature? £9) 
Arioviſtus made a Pauſe; and ſeem'd at a loſs for an 
Anſwer: He ſaw what Ezx/ſebizs drove at; and that he 
only coaſted the main Queſtion, to draw him into an 
Ambutcade. Sir, faid he, your Qzere is captious ; and 
though ſome are of Opinion, that Vertue and Vice are 
rather Names than Things; yet I condeſcend ſo fat, as 
to grant that Murders, Blaſphemies, and Adulteries, flie 
at Nature, and are in a very obvious and literal Senſe 
criminal and opprobrious. - 1 5 
Auſeb. God, I ſuppoſe permits not theſe unnatural 
Abominations; if he has no Puniſhments' in reſerve tor 
ſuch profligate Offenders, under-rate Tranſgreffors may 


expect a Recompence. : 


Ariov. God diſapproves ſuch hideous Enormities, as 
ſnames Nature, and even entrench upon Breeding : the) 
deſerve Hell, and will feel it, unleſs Repentance appeaſe 
Divine Juſtice. - 7 e 
. Euſeh, 
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Euſeb. Why then this Permiſſion is no more Univerſal» 
than the Command; for if God's Permiſſion comprehends 
not Crimes that aſſail Nature; ic takes not in thoſe Re- 
ligions, that inſult Nature in the very act of Worſhip. 
Strike off the Catalogue, the Religion of the Mexicans, 
who to Honour their God, broke through all the Natu- 
ral Laws of Jaſtice, and Honeſty : For they firſt invaded 
the neighbouring Provinces with Fire and Sword; and 
then ripp'd open the Breaſts of twenty thouſand Captives 
upon the ſacrilegious Altars of their barbarous Divini- 
ties, aud by a bloody Metamorphoſis turn'd Cruelty in- 
to Biety, aud worſhip'd God, by prophaning Nature. 

T he Superſtition of the Peruviaus lies open to the ſame 
Exception: Theſe ſavage Idolaters dy'd the Earth with 
the recking Gore of human Sacrifices, and polluted their 
Temples with unnatural Proſtitutions; they trafn'd u 
Youths for that lewd Purpoſe, and hallow'd their molt. 
Religious Rites with the moſt flaming Abominations ; 
In.a Word, Nature forbids, what their impure Gods 
commanded, and human Laws purge with Fire, the moſt 
eſſential ads of their Religion. | 7 

If we leave America, and Ship for Aſia, we ſhall meet 
with the ſame Vices ; tho? the People are more civiliz'd, 
they are not leſs brutal. The Thracians, Huus, and Phe- 
niciaut workhip'd their Deities, by worrying their own 
Heciet, and ſo built their Piety on Murders and Cruel- 
ty. In Africa the Superſtition of the Carthaginians was 
more formidable than their Arms; and their Peieſts were 
more cruel in their Temples, than theic Generals in the 
Field: They lock'd poor Infants in the glowing Statues 
of Saturn; and plac'd their Devotion rather in the Tor- 
ment, than Death of lnnocents. The old Egyptian 
drown'd their Reaſon in Honour of Mars; and then 
proſecuted their Devotions with Clubs and Swords; and 
he was judg'd the moſt zealous, who had the leaſt of a 
Man, and molt of a Butcher. | | | 

The Babylonians and Phenicians defil'd their Temples 
with Whoredom, and Sodomy. Proſtitution always pre- 
ceded Marriage; and thoſe Women who refus'd to ſhave 


their Heads, were doom'd to expoſe their Honour, aud 


to adorn the Temple of Venus with the ſpoils of theic 
Chaſtity: So that thoſe infamous Religions branded Ho- 


neſty with Infamy ; they ſtigmatiz d Conrinence, ennobled 
Lewdneſs. = 4 II I bluſh 
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l bluſh at the very Thought of the Rites of Venus the 
Corinthian, where Women were ordain'd Prieſts by the 
molt ſcandalous, and outragious Ac᷑ts of Luſt ; and con- 
ſecrated by Adulteries : They were Strumpets before they 
could be qualified for Prieſthood ; and deſerv'd Bridewel! 
to be fit for the Altar. I ſuppoſe theſe Religions come 
not within the Pale of Permiſſion: For how can God 
permit thoſe Actions good Men condemn, and Debau- 
chees bluſh at; that ſtartle Nature, and confound Wick- 
edneſs? He muſt take notice of ſuch Enormities, or re- 
nounce Sanity ; he muſt puniſh them, or let fall his 
Claim to Juſtice: In fine, he muſt maintain his CharaQer. 
The Atheiſt who denies God, is leſs criminal than he 
who worſhips him with Murders, and Fornication. 
Ariov. God permits not thoſe Religions that affront 
Nature, and diſcard the firſt Principles of Reaſon : When 
Temples become Slaughter-houſes, and Prieſts Butchers; 
when the Stews are conſecrated, and Adulteries cano- 
niz'd, it's time ro ſeparate from ſuch Coxgregations. 
Euſeb. You ſound a Retreat: Firſt God commanded 
to conform to the Religion of the Country where we 
dwell ; then you turn'd his Command into a Permiſſion; 
and now you reftrain this: Like the Parthians you fight 
in your Retreat, and place your Safety in your Heels: 
But this Expedient will not anſwer ExpeQanon : I have 
you in View; and will not leave the Chace, till I have 
either run down your Impiety, or confounded it, Bur, 
Sir, ſuppoſe a Montez uma ſhould threaten Death, unleſs 
you abjur'd Chriſt for Vitziliputzli, would not God on 
fo preſſing an Occaſion, permit you to embrue your 
Hands in human Sacrifice? . 
Ariov. No Man living in a noble way fears Death leſs 
than my ſelf: I would come into the World meetly to 
make a handſome Exit: Yet I would not part with my 
Life for a Ceremony; My Belief is not untractable; it 
can bow upon Occaſions, and connive at thoſe things it 
does not approve: What is not impious, is always law- 
ful; and therefore I would rather upon an Exigency 
conform, than dye. Tho? Jam fare there are Autipodes, 
I would not like that fooliſh Biſhop, maintain the Truth 
at the Expence of my Blood; this would be to trifle away 
Life; and is rather a Demonſtration of my Folly, than 
of the Roandneſs of the Earth. FISHED 
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Should Montezuma command me in his Dominions to 
abjure Chriſt, I ſhould reverence his Orders: For the Su- 
preme Magiſtrate's Will, is the Law of the Subject: But 
whether I might in Conſcience eſpouſe his Religion is a 
Caſe worthy of ſome ſober Reflections: For Life is a 
tender Thing; Self-preſervation has Charms; and the 
unexperienc'd Condition of Separation is a very lawful 
Pretext to ſtay in the World: To be fired or baſtinado- 
ed hence is a painful Operation, and we are not oblig'd 
to ſuch a troubleſome Removal. 

Beſides, Life (1 conceive) was given us for noble Ends; 
and therefore we muſt not part with it out of a Bravado: 
If we disband, and leave our Colours without our great 
Maſter's Leave, we ſhall pay for our Deſertion, and 
meet with a worſe welcome from an angry God in the 
next World, than from a barbarous Emperour in this. 
Seeing therefore I may give my Heart to God, whilſt I 
offer human Sacrifices to the Mexican Idol ; I may rather 
conform, than die for Diſobedience: For he who forces, 
commits the Sin (if the Action be unlawful ) not he who 
obeys by Compulſion. 

The Company ſtartled at this ſtrange Divinity : A- 
mazement tied their Tongues ; and Horror run through 


every Joint. At laſt it's well (cry'd Exſebizs) we have 


both Scripture to appeal to, otherways we might be puz- 
led by the Impudence of thoſe, who treat Goodzeſs unhand- 
ſomely by Practice, and unchriitianly by defending their 
Exceſſes: Their Manners are ſo bad, that nothing can 
be worſe but the Wit and Confidence they employ to ex- 
cuſe them. I ſee (continued Euſebius) you meaſure 
Man's Perfections downwards, and judge him more rea- 
ſonable, the leſs he acts with Reaſon. - 

You area Leveller in Morality as well as in Religion, 
and make no DiſtinQion between Vice and Vertue ; or 
at leaſt with an extatick turn of the Heart, you tranſ- 
form one into the other: This is Direction of Intenti- 
on with a Witneſs, A Man that can juggle the moſt 
flagitious Crimes into Piety, muſt be born under a very 
untortunate Star to miſcarry. You may dip your Hands 
in Blood, plunge your Body into the very ſink of 
Lewdneſs, and with a ſafe Conſcience make over your 
Soul to the Devil; an omnipotent Caſt of the Heart 
reQifies all, a good Intention attones for a bad one. 
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But why did you juſt now exempt from the general 
Permiſſion of thoſe Religions, that in the Ad of Worſhip 
affront Nature? For you may torn your Heart to God e- 
very jot as well, when your Life is ſecure, as when it's 
endanger'd; ſo that if Direction of Intention ſalves Con- 
ſcience on ſome Occaſions, it may on all: Do not Mur- 
ders, Cruelties, and moſt unnatural Luſts turn upon 
Nature when my Life lies at Stake, as well as when it 
does not? Do they jar with Reaſon when I hazard no- 
thing, and fawn upon it when I rifque All? Certainly 
Sins of this black Dyevary not with Circumſtances, they 
change not their Nature as the Cameleon does his Co- 
Jour; their Blackneſs lies in the Complexion, not on 
the Fancy; they are always the ſame, fd eff, odious to 
God, and abominable in the fight of Men. 
You ſay Life was given us for noble Ends, and there- 
fore muſt not be flung away, either in a Pet, or Brava- 
do: It's true, but then what can Imagination frame 
more noble, more ſublime; than the Detence of God's 
Honour, and our own Nature? Than to vindicate the 
juſt Rights and Prerogatives of Vertue from the illegal U- 
ſurpations of Vice? Theſe Enterprizes are worthy of a 
Man; it's more glorious to die for ſuch a Cauſe, than to 
conquer in the Field. When we ſacrifice our Lives for 
him who gave them, our Generoſity will be pleaded to Ad- 
vantage, not only inthe next World, but alfo in this. No 
Action is truly glorious, that is not vertuous; and there- 
fore your Cæſars and Alexander's in ſpite of all Trophies 
are infamous in the fight of God; their Temerity is laught 
at by the Angels, and their Ambition ſeverely punifh'd by 
the Protector of Orphans, and juſt avenger of Pupils: 
They had nothing great but Pride and Folly; their Glory 
ſprung from Plunder, and their Renown from Slaughter; 
but if they deſerve Praiſe for ranſacking Cities, for over- 
turning Kingdoms, and invading Empires, we may make 
Pauegyricks of Plagues, raiſe triumphal Arches to Fa- 
mines. and erect Statues to Hurticans, or Inundations: 
In a Word, we live meerly to ſerve God; this is our End; 


and a noble One: Paſſion indeed, or diſcontent, are ill 
Diſeaſes to die cf, but then Libertiniſm is a dangerous 


Motive to live: Our Diſobedience is no leſs Criminal, 
When we refuſe to quit our Poſt upon Command, than 


of 
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of the Duty of Living, when we muſt purchaſe Breath at 
the Expence of Conſcience; and certainly we forfeit In- 
nocence, when we commit, or abett Murders or Adulte- 
ries; and by conſequence, a Man mult part with Life, 
when we cannot keepit without Treaſon againſt Nature, 
and Rebellion againſt its Author. 3 

But, I ſuppoſe, the noble End you propoſe to your ſelf, 
is to ſpin out Life, as long as the Thread will reach; to 
ſtretch Nature to its utmoſt, and not to venture one ſingle 
Pulſe, but upon good Security of Pleaſure: You had ra- 
ther ſpend it in the ſervice of Venus, than of Vertue; ra- 
ther conſume by Inches, and paſs through a Courſe of 
Phyſick, or a Sweating-Tub into the next World, than 
to be well one Moment, and dead the next: If you call 
this a noble End, you will be at a loſs to aſſign an infa- 
mous one: In ſhort, you are relaps'd into your firſt Er- 
ror, and only defend it with a new-found Extrayagance: 
The Amendment is ridiculous and impious into the Bar» 

a>: 4458 | | 
, Arioviſtus ſaw he had ſpoke his Mind too frankly, be- 
fore an Audience unacquainted with ſuch Libertine Prin- 
ciples, and therefore he very nicely confeſs'd he had hi- 
therto play'd the Fool. Sir, (laid he to Exſebins) though 
ſome abett the Docttine I have deliver'd, yet it diſpleaſes 
me: I cannot cloſe with ſuch wild Ideas of Religion, 
and rather propos'd em as a Jeſt than a Truth: I cannot 
commit a Crime to ſave my Skin, nor even purchaſe Life 
at the Price of Murder, or Adultery ; and therefore I free- 
ly grant, that thoſe Religions that enjoy Abominations 
in their Rituals and Liturgies, are out- dated, and exem- 
pted from the general Permiſſion. 

Euſeb. I] — own you have made a handſome Retreat; 
Fo have given a pretty turn to a monſtrous Principle; 
but for the future, pray remember, that to Blaſpheme in 
zeſt, is to Sin in earneſt. All other Religions at leaſt are 
Stanch, are they not? I put this Queſtion to avoid Mi- 
ſtakes, for we have been to Day upon the Blunder. 

Ariov. They are. 

Euſeb. Remember your Conceſſion, for by and bye we 
ſhall diſcard all the idolatrous Worſhips of the Old 
World, together with thoſe of the New: The Romaz, 
Grecian, and old Aſſyrian Polytheiſm, will no more paſs 


Muller, than that of Mexico, or Pera, Jupiter, Apollo, 
i 14 ars, 
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Mars, Juno, and Minerva, will be kick'd out of their 
Temples, as well as Vitzilipatzli. Will God be wor- 
ſhip'd as an eternal Being, or as a Creature? As Ratio- 
nal, or Irrational ? As infinitely Holy, or as an Adulter- 
er, Drunkard, or Murtherer ? 33 | 
Arioviſtus ſaw the Drift of this Quere, and was at a 
ſtand for a handſome Anſwer ; he perceiv'd himſelf en- 
compals'd on all Sides, and knew not which way to e- 
vade the Danger: To ſay God requires to be honour'd, 
as a Being infinite Holy, infinite Wiſe, Eternal and Inde- 
pendent, was to give up the Cauſe without Diſpute, and 
to acknowledge himſelf foil'd before the Combat: On 
the other Side, he durſt not venture to affirm, God is 
content to be worſhip'd as a Creature, an Adulterer, or 
a Murtherer.; he thought ſuch hideous Abſurdities would 
grate upon the Ears of his Auditors, unaccuſtom'd to 
Blaſphemies, and ill-diſpos'd to hear them with Indigna- 
con... --: & BY os 
TheGentleman that came with him, ſaw his Concern, 
and reſolv'd to diſingage his Friend from the Embaraſs; 
» wheretore (turning himſelf to Euſebius) the Anſwer 
( (aid he) to your Quere, in my Opinion is obvious: 
God requires that Worſhip which correſponds to the na- 


tural r we have of him; now Nature tells me, 
he is a Being Eternal, Independent, infinitely Wiſe, and 
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inſinitely Holy, therefore God commands us to adore him C 
under this Notion. Ki Ci; | 
Enſz6. You have brought the Controverſy to the very 6 


Point I deſit'd, and have utterly defeated your Friend's K 
Syſtem: For if God mult be ador'd as Eternal, Indepen- v 
dent, 3 Wiſe, infinitely Holy ; had I been at Rome V 


in the Reign of Fapiter, Apollo, Mercury, &c. I could . 
not have believed nor talked of God as the Romans did; d 
much leſs had it been lawful in Egypt to adore an Onion, m 
an Ox, a Crocodile, ot a Hippopotamus; for theſe Crea- b 
tures have no Perfection, that comes near thoſe noble At- ſt 


tributes of Eternity and Independence. | 

Sataru was Jupiter's Father, Juno his Siſter; ſo that ra 
their Nativity muſt fall infinitely ſhort of Eternity; it's pe 
of a very freſh Date, of a late Edition, and younger than | 
Time: They had a Father, and therefore are depen- 
dent: Their Sanctity keeps pace with their Eternity 
Jupiter ürſt welter'd in bis Father's Blood, _ 5 
1 : a u urp' 
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vſarp'd his — Ly ſo that he rather deſerv'd to be 
J 


flung into the Dur with a Cock, and a Serpent, than to 
be ſeated in the Capitol; and the Gemoniæ better ſuited 
with his Crimes, than an Altar. Juno was a Mi, even 
to her Brother ; and as infamous for Scolding, as her In- 
ceſt : She deſerv'd at leaſt a Houſe of Correction for the 
firſt Crime, and a Ducking-ſtool for the ſecond, Mer- 
cury was a Fack of all Trades; ſometimes he play'd the 
Piper, ſometimes the Sharper ; he turn'd Paſt- Boy upon 
Occaſions, and then Cat-Purſe: And to ſhew the World 
he could ſtoop to the baſeſt Crimes, as well as the mean- 
eſt Employments, he ſets up for a Pimp, a Pander, and 
Procurer. Apollo may be ſaid better than his Father, only 
becauſe he was not quite ſo bad: His Amours were with- 
out Number, as they were without Shame: The Hea- 
then Theology ſeems to have drawn in this Perſon the Pi- 
Cure of a perfect Beau; for it allow'd him ſome Wit, 
more Beauty, a World of Impudence, but no Conſci- 
ence. Theſe were Divinities of the firſt Claſt; majorum 
Gentiam; Gods of Quality and Figure; in fine, of the 
Upper-Hoaſe : And yet Partiality it ſelf, would not have 
cleared them at any Bar: I except the Right of Ignoramus 
Juries, when Crimes found Mercy, and Innocence Hal- 
ters. The Egyptian Deities Oſyris and Anubis were of 
the ſame Stamp; there were neither better, nor more an- 
cient, than thoſe of Rowe and Greece. 

Now, Sir, if God commands us to worſhip him as an 
eternal and independent Being; we cannot clap in with a 
Reman Grecian, or Egyptian Congregation ; nay, nor 
with any idolatrous one, that is, or ever was in the 
World: For they tell us, God is a Man, a Homan, a 
nate, a Tree, a Crocodile, and a Red-Cloth : But it's evi- 
dent theſe poor Creatures can claim no Right to Eternity, 
much leſs to Independence; therefore had I liv'd in theſe 
blind Ages, when Serpents crawl'd upon Altars, and Mon- 
ſters invaded Temples, I could not proſtrate my ſelf be- 
fore them; I muſt have proteſted againſt the Impiety, and 
rather have fallen by the Magiſtrates Hand, than have 


paid Obedience to his Law. 


Again, God will be worſhip'd as ifinitely Holy: How 
then can you fall proſtrate before an inceſſuous Jupiter, 
a thieving Mercury, a bloody Mars, a peeviſn Juno, or 
a proſtitute Venus? Such Crimes entertain no — 
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with SanQity ; their place is Hell, not Heaven; and the 


Criminals rather deſerve Infamy and T ortures, than Ado- 
ration. Does he adore God as infinitely Holy, who 
acknowledges him guilty of Inceſt, Murther, Felony, 
and even of thoſe Offences. that fright and ſtartle Na- 
ture? That put to the Bluſh, not only the Modeſty of 
the Innocent, but alſo the very Impudence of the 
* In fine, that infect Hell, and plague. the, dam- 
Moreover, God requires to be honour'd as a Being inf.- 
nitely Wiſe; by what Rule therefore can you, with thoſe 
of Coromandel ſay and believe he is an Ape? With the 
Romans, Grecians, and all the other idolatrous People of 
the World, he is a Man, a Statue? Or with the ſuper- 
ſtitious Egyptian; be is an Onyon, a Wolf, a Crocodile? 
Some of theſe fantaſtical Deities are even void of Senſe, 
much more of Reaſon; and the Men-Divinities have 
left Poſterity no other Marks of their Reaſon, but theft 
Crimes: We know they had ſome Wit, by the enormous 
Abuſes of it; their Wiſdom had a ſmall | pry it went 
no farther, than to lay Snares for fond Boys, or for ſim- 
ple Girls: Seeing therefore all the idolatrous Worſhip 
that ever was in the World, fince the Birth of Polyzherſm 
to this very Moment, claſhes with thoſe Notions under 
Which God will be adored, you can no more join with 


any idolatrous Congregation, than with its Crimes. It 


remains therefore, that God's Permiſſion is no more Uni- 
verſal, than his Command; and though at firſt you were 


. pleas'd to extend it to all Religions except two or three, 


you muſt now turn the Tables and exclude all but two 
or three. So that to conclude, that great Principle, we 
muſt conform to the Religious of thoſe Countries where we 
live, is not only notoriouſly falſe, but alſo ſcandalous to 
extravagance. | | | T- 

Ariov. You fancy I am run a-ground, and that you 
have wounded my Principles beyond Recovery: But ſtay; 
You have been upon the Ramble, and miſtaken your 
Way: You reaſon upon a falſe Bottom; for you ſup- 
poſe Heathens worſhip'd Creatures, and paid Homage 
to Statues; whereas molt certainly they ador'd the true 
God under thoſe ſenſible: Reſemblances; nor can you 
reaſonably preſume they worſhip'd Men, Statues, or Beaſts, 


unleſs you ſuppoſe them Fools, to make them impious.. | 


might 
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might then wich a ſafe Conſcience adore Jupiter, Apollo 
and Venus at Rome, and would now (were I in the I- 
dies) bend before Ram, or in Japan before Zacas : For 
theſe viſible Objects are but dark Emblems, or different 
Names of Godbleſſed for evermore. Fhoꝰ therefore God 
commands me to adore him, as eternal, independent, in- 
finitely Holy, and infinitely Wiſe; he has not determin'd 
under what Name: Tho” we call him Fzpiter, Mars, or 
Apollo, he ſcorns to formalize: If Ram, Zacas, of Amidas, 
he will not Pet: A great Name adds nor a grain to his 
Perfections, nor can a vulgar Appellation diminiſh them. 
In fine, Reaſon teaches us his Nature, but his Name 
we learn from Cuſtom ; and this will vary till you bring 
all Languages to their primitive Unity : So that, me- 
thinks, you have all this while skirmiſh'd with a Shadow, 
or fenc'd with a Nothing: You have rais'd a ſottiſh Ido- 
latry in your Brain, meerly to deſtroy it: But great 
Wits often miſtake the Queſtion, as well as great Block- 
heads: Like ill-bred Spaniels, they run at Check on a 
falſe Scent ; fluſh their own Fancies for their Adverſaries 
Opinion; and cry Victory when they have handſomely 
laſh'd their own Errours. 

Euſeb. Becauſe juſt now I put you in Mind of ſome 
Miſtakes, and centured ſeverely a Vein of ſhuffling that 
runs through all your Diſcourſe, you very fairly cruiſe 
for Repriſals, and would fain bring me in Guilty of the 
ſame Over-ſight, I have legally prov'd upon you: Believe 
me, Sir, I have not caper'd in the Air. I aim'd at your 
Principle, and have hit it; and you are ſenſible enough I 
am come up to the very Point in Debate; and fo ſtart a 
new Queſtion, either to entangle me, or to delude the 
Audience. But I intend not to wade far in this Contro- 
verſy, whether the Pagans adored the true God under the 
Shape of Jupiter, Apollo, &. Doctor Stiilin. maintain'd 
they did, but all impartial Men wiſh'd he had employ'd 
his Talents on a more defenſible Subject; for certainly 
his Reputation ſuffer'd in the Enterprize, and he had 
ſhew'd more Judgment in ſtepping over ſo nice a Point, 
than he did Wit, in treating it ſo little to the Purpoſe. 

However, becauſe you have flung this Difficulty in my 
Way, I muſt take ſome Notice of it; not that the Iſſue 
of our preſent Diſpute depends on the Deciſion of this 


Queſtion ; but becauſe I am reſolv'd to give you full 


Satiſ- 
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Satisfaction. I ſay then; That the Heathens did not adore 
the true God, under the Names of Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, 
Sc. and this is ſo manifelt a I ruth, that a Man muſt 
[hut his Eyes to overlook it: Dis non fuerunt ab terns, 
fed ita eorum quiſquis natuns eſt ut no; naſcimur. Your Gods 
(ſays Athenagoras to the Gentiles) are not Etennal, they 
were all horn, as we are: And Mix. Felix laughs at the 
Pagans for adoring thoſe as Gods, who were born and 

died like Men: Mauiſeſtam eſt bomines illos fuiſſe, ques 

& matos legimus, & mortuos ſcimns. St. Cyprian de fa 

Fan. proves they were not Gods, becaule they had been 

Kings. Deos non eſſe, quos colit Luleus hinc notum eſt : 

Rees enim fuernnt : And when ſome Gentiles (to delude 

thoſe Chriſtian Arguments they could not anſwer) had I 

the Impudence to deny they worſhip'd any Man, Arnobi- v 

nut contutes their wretched Evaſion, and proves home up- 

on them, they really adore Men, though they bluſhed to N 


own the Folly, 6. 11. cont. Gent. Jos hominem nullum hi 
colitis? Non unum vel alium*? Non innumeros alios ? Quin ne 
imo non omues, quos in Templis veſtris mortalium ſuſtuli- he 


ftis ex numero, & cœlo ſideribuſyue donaſtis? Et infra jam In 
profecto diſcetis quibus. fragalt patribas, quibus matribus ſu- po 
erint procreati; qua in regione nati, qua gente, que fece- to 
rint, egeriut, pertulerint. But to put an end to the Con- de 
troverſy, take a Torn to the Capitol, and you will fee in 
what Opinion the Pagans had of Jupiter, qui ejus nutri- co; 
cem in Capitoli poſuerunt; who placed his very Nurſe, du 
Wife, Sitter, and Daughter in this auguſt Temple. I ade 
might here bring a Cloud of Witneſſes, who liv'd and pe 
.convers'd with Heathens, who ſtudied their prophane ] 
Theology to confate it ; who were Men of Learning and 
Probity, and never calumniated an Adverſary to oppreſs 
aim: But what I have ſaid ſuffices to convince a ration- 
s| Man, that the Pagans adored Creatures, not the 
Creator, under borrow'd Names as you pretend. 
Ar:ov. Indeed the Vulgar might poſſibly miſtake the 
Fables of Homer for Articles of Religion, and mode! 
their Faith by Ballads: They might divide God into Sex, 
and worſhip Men and Women before Statues their Re- 
preſentatives; but you mult grant this: groſs Impiety 
concern'd only the Rabble; the Philoſophers and lead- 
ing Men were above ſuch an Abſurdity. | 


Enſeb. 
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Euſeb. No doubt the Philoſophers condemn'd in their 
Hearts thoſe very Deities they ador'd; but their PraQice 
varied from their Judgment, and tho? they were Theiſts 
in the Schools, they were Polytheiſts in the Temples. 
God was not worthip'd according to the Ideas of Philoſo--. 
phers, but of Poets. Quid ſibi vult iſta non poetica ſed 
inimica plane Varietas, Deos ſecundum Philoſophos in libris 
querere, ſecundum poetas in templis adorare. Ang. lib. 2. 
de Conſen. Evan. Cap. 23. And if you doubt of this, I 
muſt defire you once more in St. Auſtin's Name to enter 
into the Capitol; this was the Seat of Jupiter; O. M. id 
eſt, of Rome's ſupream God. Here you will find Amai- 
tbæa a Goat, who nurs'd this Deity ; his Siſter, Wife and 
Daughter; evident Arguments the Komans thought he 
was a Man to whom they paid ſupream Honour: For if 
they thought he was Eternal, why gave they him a' 
Nurſe ? It independent, why did they confeſs he ow'd 
his Preſervation to Goats Milk? And then: If he were 
not a Man, what did he with a Wife? Or how came 
he by a —_— ? Do not tell me, theſe are poetical 
Inventions; I know they are: But theſe Fables were ex- 
pos'd by the heathen Divines, and culFd out of Poems 
to piece up Religion; they were abſurd, it's true, yet 
believ'd by ſome, and reverenc'd by all. In fine, it Poets 
invented them, the Prieſts adopted 'em; they were 
convey'd from the Stage to the Temple by Blindneſs and 
Superſtition, and what Men laugh'd at in one place, they 
adored in the other. Nunquid & Capitolia Romanorum 
epera ſunt Poetarum * Auguſt. Lib. 6. de Civ. Dei. 

Bur if we ſuppoſe againit Scripture, againſt the Au- 
thority of Pagans themſelves, and the concurrent Teſti- 
monies of Ages, that the Heathens' did adore the ſu- 
pream God bleſſed for evermore ; this will not better your: 
Cauſe, nor prejudice mine: For ſtill, it's as clear as 
plain Fact can make a Thing, that when they worſhip'd 
nim under the Shape of Jupiter, they clap'd upon his infi- 
nite Sanctity Rapes and Adulteries : They impeach'd him 
of Robberies under the Notion of Mercary, of Cruelty 
under that of Mars, Sc. Nay, they ſtrip'd him of all 
Wiſdom under. the Figures of Beaſts, and even of Senſe 
under thoſe of Onions, Fire, and Water. If therefore we 
are oblig'd to adore God as a Being Ezernal, Independent, 
finitely Holy, and infinitely I iſe; you could not believe, 
40 nor 
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nor worſhip God, as the old Heathens did, nor can you 


or Weſt · Indies: For though they do worſhip the true 


and invifible God, under viſible and material Images, yet 


they charge him with a thouſand Impertinences, deſtru- 
Qive to thoſe Notions under which be commands Wor- 
ſhip. So that we mult reform your Tbeſis, and daſh out 
of the univerſal Permiſhon, not only two or three, but 
two or three thouſand Religions eſtabliſh'd in the World 
by Cuftom, and maintain'd by all the Supports of Force 
and Authority: For they outrage Nature, and burleſque 
God's moſt ſacred Attributes; they rifle his Majeſty, en- 
trench upon his Wiſdom, aſperſe his SanQity, and turn 
his very Being into Farce and Raillery, + 
Arioviſtut was at a Nonplus, and his Concern flew to 
his Face: Nay, his uſual Confidence withdrew, and 
even Raillery the laſt Defence of Libertines deſerted 
him; ſo that he made a Figure worthy of Laughter and 
Compattion : At laſt he reſolv'd to gain Time for Refle- 
ction, and therefore addrefling himſelf to the Lady; 
Madam, (ſaid he) I have almoſt talk'd my ſelf out of 
Breath, an Hours reſpite will not be unſeafonable; with 
your leave, we will put off the Concluſion till the Even- 


Upon Condition (anſwer'd the Lady) you'll return 
to the Conference, or condemn your Principles. 
Ariou. Vilbe bound for my Appearance, or if you ask 
better Security, my Friend, | preſume, will give in Bail 
for my forth · coming: Then turning himſelf to Euſebius; 
we are (continu'd he) in the Pit, and muſt fight it out: 
There is no place left for Retreat. Leaving the Compa- 
ny, he walk'd into the Garden, rather to conceal his Cha- 
grin, than to take the Air: And indeed I wonder not at 
his Concern; for it's obſerv'd, that though Libertines 
hate Conſcience, they are fond of Honour; they are 
Creatures made up of Pride and Arrogance, and there - 
fore neither know how to bear an Advantage with Mo- 
deration, nor a Diſappointment with Patience. 
When he was gone: lam ſurpriz'd (ſaid the Lady) at 
the Gentleman's Confidence; ſurely his Aſſurance weighs 
more than his Judgment; why elſe will he bring his 
Cauſe to another Hearing? I love not to laugh at ano- 
ther Man's Misfortune, not to draw Pleaſure from his 


Con- 


o over to any Pagas Society that now is, either in the 


Talk had engroſs'd all the Wit of the Nation; as well 
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Confuſion : But, methinks, 'I cannot be ſorry to ſee Ix- 
religion puniſh'd in its grand Protector: Humiliations 
work more on a Libertine's Underſtanding, than Demon- 
ſtration; and thoſe that cannot be argu'd ont of looſe 
Principles, are ſometimes ſham'd out of them. | 

Were the Vertue of Arioviſtus equal to his Wit (ſaid 
his Friend) nothing could be more accomplith'd than he; 
but I muſt own, his Morals are bad, and his Principles 
worſe : He laughs at the difference between Good and 
Evil: And I have heard him fay, No Sin is blacker, than 
the very thinking there is auy: Nay; he defines Sin, a 
thing that | ſome live by inveighing againſt, and others by 
gr Hug. And hence it is, that he, not only makes a 

ractice, but a boaſt of Sin, and defends it with as much 
Gteedineſs as he commits it. | | 

Exſeb. But, Sir, though ſuch Men carry off the Reputa- 
tion of Wit, they have too little of the Man, to be the 
Standard of Mankind: We are not (God be thank'd ) 
Fools enough to take Scoffs for Arguments, nor Raillery 
for Reaſon: He is a great Ignoramus, who knows not 
that it's eaſier to ſport with Vertne, than to practice it; 
indeed, if Arioviſtus could jeſt Sin into Nothing, bis 
Micth would not be unreaſonable : But the wild humour 
of a Debauchee, cannot work upon the Nature of things: 


Wit may dive into Eſſences, but not tranſmute them. 


However, I hope to reaſon the Gentleman out of Conceit 
both of his Wit and Religion, and to perſwade him that 
thoſe are Fools who ſport themſelves into Hell; and 
that none more certainly do fo, than thoſe who make a 
Jeſt of Sin, and a Pageant of Religion: For tho* a Man 
who dares defie God, and look Damnation in the Face, 
may be witty, I am ſure he is ſuperlatively fooliſh. 
Eudoxus was no leſs mortify'd than Arioviſtus. He was 
not indeed concern'd at his diſgrace; no, he rather felt 
Symptoms of Indignation than of Pity; and wiſh'd he 
had defended his Peſt with greater Bravery, or render'd 
it with more Ignominy: For having been deluded by 
Arioviſtus, he thought the Weakne(s of his Defence 
would glance upon his own Repntation, and that the 
World would tax him of Levity, or Simplicity, for em- 
bracing Latitadinarianiſm upon ſo weak Grounds. One 
would ſwear, ſaid he in a Paſſion, theſe Men by their 
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as the Vices ; yet bring them to the Touchſtone, and 
you'll find nothing but Droſs; they argue as ill as they 
believe, and are as great Strangers to Reaſon, as to Vertue; 
they diſpute no more methodically than they live, and 
are as weak in Principle, as violent in Paffion. Eu- 
doxus was going on, when Dinner put an end to his In- 
vective. Arioviſtas had not walk'd away his Reſentment, 
he brought it to Table, and even difcover'd it by endea- 
vouring to conceal it: He tun up Pleaſantry to Affectation, 
and made himſelf ridiculous, not to appear in a Paſſion: 
So that the Lady told him with a Smile, He was merry out 
of Vexation ; but Arioviſtus let the Compliment fall, 
think ing it the beſt way to connive at a petty Affront 
he durſt not revenge; and ſo they enter'd upon a Conver- 
lation of indifferent Subjects. 


DIALOGUE xX! 
Arioviſtus is forc'd to confeſs, that one only Religion 


is Saving. 


Te E Lady invited the Company into the Garden af- 

ter Dinner: She was impatient to ſee the Iſſue of 
the Difpute, which ſhe hop'd would prove diſadvantage- 
ous. to Arioviſias: Nay, the morning Succeſs had not 
only allay'd her Fears, but even given her an Aſſurance, 
that Truth would triumph over Falſity, and Religion 
over Impiety ; beſides, ſhe flatter'd herſelf, her Son would 
profit by Arioviſtuss Misfortune, and deſert thoſe Tenets 
his Maſter was not able to defend; for he was diſſatisfied 
with the Morning's Performance, and the Abilities of 
Arioviſtus came not up to his ExpeQation : He ſaw him 


always upon the Retreat, and that he rather ſhuffled than 


argued; he ſcarce durſt look an Argument in the Face; 
and though he ſometimes fenc'd off Blows, he never gave 
any: In fine, he turn'd ſhort upon himſelf, and generally 
confuted one Reply by the contrariety of the other; ſo 
that Eudoxus ſuſpected the Cauſe of Arioviſtus was no 
better than the Defence of it, and that he pleaded it, 


« 
* 
& a - 
- * — 8 * - 4+ £4  _%@% 3: & . 


After 


4 | 
The Gentleman Inſtrucled. 337 

After a Turn or two in the Garden, the Lady lea- 
ding the Company into an Arbor, methinks (ſaid ſhe 
to Arioviſtus) this Place was made for Converſation ; 
we have both Time and Convenience to give a ſe- 
r You are I am ſure a Gentleman of your 

ord, | | 

Ariov. Madam, I deſire nothing more: Let us then, 
continu'd he, turning himſelf to Exſebius, begin where we 
broke off this Morning: Be pleas'd, Sir, to remember, I 
caſt before you a Scheme of thoſe Religions that are 
A. la- mode among our young Town-Sparks. Some are ſo 
amazingly Irreligious, as to turn Religion into a Trick 
of State; they ſay it's a Slave to Government, and can- 
not oblige till ic paſſes into Law, but then it's Binding, 
though never ſo Execrable. | 

Others retrench from this Command, theſe Religions 
that welter in Blood, and flame with Proſtitution : Such 
Religions, they ſay, are fram'd for Cyclops, and calcula- 
ted tor Sodom and Gomorrha: A Man mult turn a Lyon, 
or Baboon, to practiſe the Duties of ſuch Churches, 
and a Devil to command 'em: Wherefore they ſtiſt ma- 
tize the Believers of ſuch ſcandalous Tenets, and throw 
both the Credenda and Agenda out of the Pale of God's 
Permifſion : But then, a few excepted, all others, they 
ſay, are allow'd of; a good Intention rectifies their Ex- 
tors, and even compounds for Idolatty its ſelf ; it per- 
ſwades God to wink at Impiety; and to take Affront for 
Veneration. This is, no doubt, to treſpaſs upon his 
Goodneſs, to make bold with his Greatneſs, and to treat 
his Majeſty with Scorn and Contempt, _ | 

The Company ſmil'd, and admit'd no leſs the Gentle- 
man's Confidence, than the Contrivance ; by this little 
Artifice he very handſomely heav'd the Shame of the De- 
ſeat from himſelfto thoſe young Sparks, whoſe Perſwafi- 
on he, pretended to defend: But the Impoſture lay too 
open to trapan the Company, for be diſputed not as Se- 
cond, but as Principal; and pleaded his own Cauſe, not 
others: But thoſe Men are above the Niceties of Honour, 
or Punctilio's of Conſcience, 

Euſebius knew not well how to model his Countenance, 
he was both tempted to laugh, and to trown ; for the 
Turn was witty, tho' impudent. At laſt, Sir, ſaid he to 
Arioviſtas, 1 thought you . undertaken the Defence of 
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your own Religion, not of Job an Oakes ; I love not to 
encounter Repreſentatives, nor to engage with Corporations 
by proxy. However, I am glad you have chang'd Sides, 
and left the Poſt of an Advocate for that of an Accuſer; 


we have at laſt made ſome Progreſs : For now it's a- 
greed on, that in ſpight of Mr. Hobbs and his Proſelytes, 


the Laws of Common-wealth muſt not be the Standard of 


our Faith; that God permits not (much leſs commands 


us) to convene with thoſe Congregations in Religion, 


that countenances Impieties; in fine, that Idolatry in- 
vades God's Right, ſtrikes at his Prerogative, and draws 


upon his very Perſon: So that in Conclufion, thoſe Reli- 


gions that are permitted take up but little room, and 
may be caſt up without the help of Aritbmetick: Now, 
Sir, favour us with a Draught of your Tenets. ö 

Ariov. With all my Heart, 1 neither bluſh to acknow- 
ledge my Religion, nor fear to defend it: It's upright in 
its Principles, and reaſonable in the Application: Ir's fit- 
ted for all Capacities: The Peaſant comprehends it, and 
the Philoſopher admires it: In a word, my Religion is, 
what Men call Natural: It's of the ſame Date with our 
Nature, and came into the World with Adam: God 
printed every Article of it in our Hearts, before the In- 
vention of the Preſs, and it's propagated by Generation: 
We carry our Goſpel and Propheſies within us, which can 
neither be corrupted by Malice, Ignorance, or Inadver- 
tency. Our Creed is plain, and our Decalegue ſhort, but 
comprehenfive. We believe « God, Maker of Heaven and 
Earth; a God that puniſhes Vice, and rewards Vertne ; he 
requires no Sacrifice but of our Hearts, no Reſpect, but Awe 
of bis Grandure, and Obedience to his Commanas ; nor dues 
5 Law pat any Precept upon us but this, Do as you wonldbe 

Be y. 

The, Religion is Univerſal : It's neither confin'd to 
Time, nor Place: It takes in all Ages, and runs thro! all 


Climates: It obliges the moſt incult Nations of the World, 


together with the moſt polite ; and becauſe all know its 
Precepts, no Man is exempted from their Obedience: 
Yet it permits thoſe Rites and Ceremonies, tho? vain and 
ſuperſtitious, which claſh not with the above-mention'd 
Tenets : But the very Moment a Religion coins an Ar- 
ricle, oppoſite to the Belief of a God, or contrary to the 


Attributes of his SanQity, Wiſdom, Juſtice, or Mercy; 


when 
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when it refuſes to this all-powerful Being an Acknow- 
ledzement of Dependence, and withal reverſes this great 
Law of Nature, Qzod tibi non vis fieri alteri ne feceris; 
I ſay, the Moment a Religion falls into ſuch bare- fac 

Impieties, it becomes ſacrilegious and abominable: And 


for this reaſon, I extend God's Permiſſion to three on- 


ly Religions, the Chriſtian, Fewiſh, and Mabometan; for 
theſe alone ſtand upon the Law of Nature; they inſtill 
molt excellent Principles, and regulate our Duty to 
God, and our Obligation to Men, 

Euſeb. Do you ſpeak your own Thoughts? I put the 
Queſtion for a Caution againſt Miſtakes, for we have 
play'd away the Morning at croſs Queſtions. 

Ariov. It's my Opinion, and will ſtand the moſt ſe- 
vere Teſt of Reaſon ; nothing materia] can poſſibly be 
brought againſt it. | 

Euſeb. For all that, I hope to baniſh two of the three 
Religions out of the Permiſſion ; nay, and force you to 


confeſs, there are no more Religions than God's. A 


Man, you ſay, may commence a Jew, when he has ta- 
ken the Pet at Chriſtianity, and change Baptiſm for 


Circumciſion ; and when he has taken a Surfeit of the 


Talmud, he may piouſly ſtrike off to Mecha, and truck 
the Peutateuch for the Alcoran. 

Ariov. He may. 

Euſeb. With a ſafe Conſcience, therefore in England 
we may believe Chriſt is the true Meſſias, born of a Vir- 
gin, true God, and true Man; who dy'd for our Sins, 
and was butcher'd by our Malice: But when we have 
given up our Names to a Rabbin, and are adopted into 
one of the Tribes, we may change Language, and as 
ſafely proteſt the Meſſias is yet to come; that Chriſt is a 
meer Man, nothing different from others, but that he was 
more Criminal; that he dy'd for his own Offences, not 
for ours ; that Juſtice took him off, not Envy : We may 
believe theſe Tenets, and ſwear to the Truth of every 
Tittle. The Chriltian engages God's Authority for the 
Truth of his Creed, the Jew takes the ſame Liberty; yet 
one Side jars with the other. Here is a dowu- right Con- 
tradiction, nor can all the Artifice of Logick, all the Pow- 
er of the Almighty reconcile both Sides. If the Chriſli- 
an be in the right, the Jew is in the wrong; and if 
Truth ſtands ſor the Jew, it muſt of Neceflicy abandon 
the Chriſtian. i: @ ; Ariov. 
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Ariod. You have Reaſon, but becauſe I know not 
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which Side Truth favorrs, 1 may join with either. 
Efeb, Suppoſing your Pretenſions grounded, you can- 
not take both Sides: For tho? you are ignorant with 
which Party Truth fides, you are ſure it can't ſtand for 
both: So that tho' in your Hypotheſis you may either be 
Jew or Chriſtian, you can't be both ſucceſſively: If you 
wear to the Chriſtian Symbol to day, and to the Jewiſh 
to morrow, you ate perjur'd beyond all peradventure; 


tor you know the Teuets of theſe two Churches don't 


nick like Tallies. 

But this is not al] (continu'd Exſebius) if God permits 
me to take up with the Brethren of the Circumciſſion, 
he permits me to refufe Worſhip to Feſas Chriſt ; nay, to 
Blaſpheme him. If I may turn off to the Chriſtians, he 
permits me to adore him. Now either he is God, or he 
is not: If the Second, I mult not adore him, for tho 
God be Maſter of his Favours, he is not of his Honour; 
-he can't make this over to any Creature by a Deed of 
Gift, or Conveyance; tho? he be Eternal, like a Minor, 


he can't alienate the Title: But again, if Chriſt be God, 


certainly he requires Adoration as an indiſpenſable Duty, 
and if we fail to diſcharge our ſelves of the Obligation, 
God will not fail to puniſh our Neglect. 
Moreover, God can't, you ſay, permit theſe Offences 
*that Nature condemns : His Prerogative-Royal reaches 
not fo far: Now what can intrench more upon Nature, 


than to inveſt a Creature with the Title to a Worſhip 


-which God alone can claim a Right to ? Than to with- 
draw my Allegiance from the Creator of all Things, and 
bow to my Fellow- Creature: Vet God permits Chriſti- 
anity on the one Side, and on the other it's flat Idolatry 
to adore Chriſt if he be only Man; therefore if Chriſt be 
only Man, God permits Idolatry, id eft, a Sin of the 
higheſt Malice againſt the very firſt Principle of Nature: 
It's then as evident that one of theſe Religions is forbid, 
as that one is meer Practice and Impoſture, and it's 2: 
-manite(?, that one is Practice and Impoſture, as that both 
Members of a Contradiction can't poffibly be true. 
 Ariov. Were I ſure that Chriſt was God, I ſhould lie 
under an indiſpenſable Obligation of adoring him; | 
"muſt then adhere to Chriſtianity ; and if Occaſion te- 
quir'd,*fign my Faith with my Blood: And were | _ 
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he was Man alone, I onght to wheel off from the CH reh 
to a Snagogue, and exchange the Goſpel for the Talmud: 
But I am in the dark, I rove in Obicurity, and cannot 
determine for which Religion Truth ſtands : In this Un- 
certainty God permits me to clap in with either; my 
Ignorance juſtifies his Permiſſion, and my Choice; and 
though by refuſing. to. adore Chriſt, I may not do him 

ight, Ignorance. hinders me from doing him Wrong: 
Thus tho? the Jews deprive him of his due, if he be 
God; and the Chriltians give more than his due, if he 
be not; yet their Sin can be only material, that is, with- 
out Malice, and conſequently withaut Offence ; ſeeing 
neither Religion js impious in its Worſhip, and both 


excellent in their Precepts of Morality, it's clear we 


my follow either. 7 2 
uſeb. Never did Men talk more of Religion than we, 
and never had Men leſs. To level Judaiſm with Chri— 
ſtianity, even in a Chriſtian, nay, areform'd Kingdom, is 
one of the moſt monſtrous Attempts that ever I heard at: 
The very Thought of ſo bold a Blaſphemy almoſt caſts 
me into an Agony, and makes me ſweat with Difguſt: 
This is to raiſe a Croſs for our bleſſed Redeemer in Chri- 
ſtendom, as the Jews did in Jeruſalem, to play upon his 
Goodneſs, to revile his Greatneſs, and to ſalute him with 
a Cracrjize : But what will not Men do to ſupport a dying 
Cauſe, who have nothing left, but I and Forehead? 
Your Religion, Sir, is not calculated up for 1700, but 
for 1642, or thereabouts, when the Zen Commanaments 
were only Authentick during Pleaſure, when the four E- 
vaugeliſts were upon their Behawwxr, with a quamdizr ſe 
bene geſjerint, and a nemine contradicente,.not the Bible, 
govern'd the Pulpit: In fine, your very Detence of Reli- 


gion ſtrikes at Religion, and whilſt you approve either, 


you fairly condemn doth ; for you pretend both the Jew- 
iſn and, Chriſtian Religion are permitted, becauſe you 


doubt of both, and know not on which fide Truth 


ſtands: Now ſuppoſing you are iv ſuch Circumſtances, 
it's evident you can't in Conſcience embrace either; 
for which Side ſoever you take, you fear you are in the 
wrong: Now whoſoever ſquares his Actions by a dubi- 


ous Dictamen of Conſcience, is certainly guilty; of a for- 
mal Sin, tho? otherwiſe the Objects are not only Lauſul, 
but Laudable. This is an unqueſtionable Principle in 
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Morals, and can only be deny'd by thoſe who make no 
Difference between Good and Evil. If therefore you a- 
dore Chriſt with the Chriſtian, and at the ſame time 
doubt of his Divinity, you offend God in the very AQ of 
Worſhip : You are a kind of a Pagan, tho' no Idolater. 
On the other Side, if you blafpheme him with the Jew, 
if you ſtrip him of his Divine Nature, if you herd him 
with the accurſed Crew of Hypocrites, and Impoſtors, 


and at the ſame time ſuſpect he is more than a Man, tho“ 


the doubt may perchance diminiſh the Sin, it cannot 
poſſibly excuſe it. | 
Ariov. This is pretty. Muft I then like old Eraſinus 
dangle in the Air between both Churches? Or if I doubt 
of all Religions, muſt I profeſs none? Certainly, Sir, you 
miſtake your Errand : Whilſt you pull down Latitudina- 
rianiſm, you very fairly ſet up Atheiſm; and leſt all 
Religions ſhould be Saving, you diſallow of all. I would 
Ss my Progreſs from one Reli- 
oy to another, I would ler any Man write upon me 
urk, Few, Anabaptiſt, Pretbyterian, Independent, or what 
Perſwaſion you pleaſe rather than an bei. In fine, 
it's more Orthodox to profeſs any Religion than none. 
Euſeb. Under Favour, I would no more perſuade you 
to condemn all Religions than to approve all. I know 
there is a true Religion, and I am ſure there is but one. 
Nay, I am confident, that the Chriſtian Religion carries 
ſo many viſible Marks of divine Revelation about it, that 


a Man, who will bring Things to a ſober Examen, muſt 


confeſs it came from Heaven, and that he who turns 
Chriſtianity into a Fable, or the DoQrine of the Bible in- 


to Illuſion, deſerves either to be begg'd for a Fool, or to 


be ſtigmatiz'd for a Blaſphemer. But if you waver with 
Doubts, and fluctuate between the Synagogue and the 
Church, without being able certainly to determine in 
which Truth is preach'd, in which Impoſture; rouze up 
your Reaſon, bring both to the Bar, hear their Pretenſi- 
ons, examin the Motives of Credibility, and, in fine, ſum 
up the Evidence, and if you do this impartially, you'll 
ſoon either be a Madman, or a Chriſtian. 

Ariov. But if after I have heard the Witneſſes, and 
weigh'd the Evidence on both Sides with Deliberation, 
Maturity, and Impartiality; if I ſay, after theſe cere- 
monial Preliminaries, I remain' ambiguous, muſt I nei- 
ther convene with the Jew, nor the Chriſtian? =Exjev- 
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Euſeb. With neither, if this ſtrange Caſe ſhould hap- x 
! 
N 


pen: I ſay, ſhould happen, for in Reality it cannot; the 
Motives of Chtiſtianity are ſo many, and ſo convincing, 
that unleſs we ſhut our Eyes, and hood-wink Reaſon, 
they'll force us to acknowledge, that if it be not evidently 
true, it's at leaſt evidently credible ; and when once you 
are come up to this certainty, then you are oblig'd to de- 
clare for Chriſtianity, to believe its Tenets, and praQite 
its Morals. | 

Ariov. Tho! Chriſtianity compar'd with Judaiſm may 
ſeem credible, perchance it may ſeem incredible, if com- 
par'd with ſome other Religion, that has never appear'd 
on our Horizon: For as there are Terre Incognitæ, un- 4 
known Regions, ſo there are undiſcover'd Religions, 1 
Muſt I therefore take my leave of 0/4 England, trudge i 
to Sea, and encompaſs the World with Sir Francis # 
| Drake, before I pitch upon a Religion? Or muſt I at i 
leaſt rig out a Veſſel of Intelligence; and then work | 
upon thoſe Materials the Captain or Mate bring home ? | 
; This is a Work both tedious, and expenſtve; nay, I 
may add, endleſs, and fooliſh; and he that can perſuade 
; himſelf God requires ſuch a puzling, and ſo r 
a Scrutiny, muſt confeſs the wiſe Maker of all Things, 


2 rather to be laugh'd at by Men, than wor- 
5 Ip'd, 4 

» Euſeb. Keep at home; God neither commands you 
t to ſhip for Africa, or America, nor to ruu in Queſt after 
q the Fables of the Brachmans, or the Superſtitions of the 


Bonzies, A Religion that is evidently credible in Ezg- 
land, is ſo all the World over, with what Sect ſoever you 
compare it : For neither God's Goodneſs, nor Wiſdom 
h can permit, that a falſe Religion to be equally credible 
with the true one; much leſs can he permit it to be 
more credible, and leaſt of all, to be evidently credible : 
1p If therefore after a ſober Examen, you find ſuch an Ap- 

pearance of Truth in the Chriſtian Religion, that you 


ll cannot doubt of it without Imprudence and Raſhneſs, 
11 you may conclude without comparing it with any other, 

that you are oblig'd to adhere to it, as reveal'd by God; 
id and if you refule to believe his ſupreme Veracity, (when 


n, you cannot without a high Imprudence doubt, but he 
= ſpeaks) you muſt expect to pay for the Contempt, by 
ei- $'24ning eternally under the Weight of his Indignation. 
e + Sa. Daſh 
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Daſh therefore out of the Patent, one of theſe two Re. 
ligions, and I counſel you (out of Reſpet to the Bap- 


titm you have receiv'd, and the Kingdom you live in) 


rather to give up Judaiſm than Chriftianity ; and after 
all, Sir, Circumciſion is painful, and our Exgliſh Con- 
ſtitutions will not bear the Operation. 

* Ariov. Take your Courſe ; we have been upon Duty 
a great while, and I am willing to come to an Agree- 
ment upon any Terms. 

Euſeb. To an End, you mean, of the Diſpute; for we 
can no more agree than Light and Darkneſs, than Truth 
and Falſtood, than Libertiniſm and Religion. The pre- 
ſent Qveſtion is, whether a Man may in Conſcience 
conform to the Alcoran in Conſtantinople, and to the 
Goſpel in Chriſtendom. Pray what Opinion have you 
of the Alcoran? Was it compil'd by divine Inſpiration, 
or Impoſture? By a Prophet, or a Cheat? By the Im- 
pulſe of the Holy Ghoſt, or the Suggeſtion of Lewdnels, 
and Ambition? 

Ari:v. Every Tittle breathes Nonſenſe, Impiety, or 
Blaſphemy : Ir puts almoſt the very Alphabet out of 
Countenance, and infects the Paper it's writ on. A Man 
' muſt commence Fool, before he can impoſe upon his Rea- 
ſon thoſe Forgeries tor Revelations ; and turn Beaſt to 
practiſe the Morals. | | 
 Erxjeb. Enough : Why ſo much Heat? So much In- 
vective againſt a Religion that comes within the Verge 
of Per miſſion? If tolerated, it deſerves Reſpect; if nor, 


why do you defend it? It's ridiculous to damn the Alco- 


ran, and canonize the Docttiue; to cenſure Mabomet, 
and approve Mahomet:ſm. | | 
But, pray, Sir, if the Alcoran favours Lewdneſs, and 
lets looſe Senſuality; if it draws upon Modeſty, and 
tilts at Reaſon ; if it gorges with Impiety, and ſmells of 
Blaſphemy ; how can you put on the Turban, and herd 
with the Maſſelmen? For when you jump over the Pale 
of Chriſtianity, and give up your Name to the Cady, or 
Muſey, you muſt take up for Truths theſe Fables, you 
now brand with Forgery and Impoſture; you muſt 
change the Key to another Tune, you muſt revere at 
Conftaniinople what you laugh at in London, and bow to 
what you ridicule; you mult ſay and believe, Untruths 
is the Language of Heayen, Blaſphemy the Dictates w 
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the Holy Ghoſt, Murthers, Lewdneſs, and Rapines, the 


Commands of a meek, holy, and juſt Deity ; for the 
Tarks take all the Alcoran for Revelation and Precept: 
Now to ſay God has reveal'd ſome Things thatclaſh with 
Truth, others that check Reaſon, and others again that 
overſhoot Extravagance; that he commands ſome Things 
that diſcountenance Vertue, and encourage Libertiniſm; 
is to ſtrike at all his Attributes, and to make at his ve 
Perſon; it's to frame a more vile Idea of his Divinity, 
than the very Laplander : For theirs is only ridiculous, 
whilſt yours is ſacrilegious and execrable. — 
Ariov. Were | at Conſtantinople, | would ſpeak like 
the Muſty, and do like a Maſſelman, but then in my 
Cloſet I would laugh at their Folly, and pity their Blind- 


neſs; though my Tongue conform'd to the eſtabliſh'ꝗ 


Religion, my Heart ſhould be a Recnſant : This ſhould 
adore God in Spirit and Truth, tho* my Tongue and out- 
ward Man worſhip'd him with Blaſphemies, and ſerv'd 
him in Senſuality : All exterior Actions are to be rated 
by the Interior, this is their proper Standard; if the In- 
— be Sterling, they cannot poſſibly be Counter- 
ie. | 1 | | 
Euſeb. Ho! We are juſt where we ſet out: Now all 
Religions are permitted again. 
Ariov. Why ſo? ” e 
Euſeb. If the Intention can ſanQify Hypocriſy, and the 
moſt outragious Blaſphemies, why may it not conveigh 
Piety into Murthers? And Holineſs into the impure Sab- 
baths of Venus and Priapus? Why can't it blanch over 
the Horrour of the Mexicans human Sacrifices? Or the 
Cruelty of the Panic burning Statues of Saturn? You 
may, you ſay, at Conſtautinople, expoſe Chriſtianity to 
the Scorn and Petulancy of lufidels; give up the Bible 
to Turks and Barbarians; impeach Chriſtians of Apo- 
ſtacy, and make Impudence and Inſpiration ſpeak the 
ſame Language: If a good Intention can juſtify at Cen- 
ſtantinople ſuch a Catalogue of black Impieties, why may 
It not authorize leſs Crimes in other places? Return bold- 
ly to your firſt Theſes; exclude no Religion out of the At 
of Indulgence; place Vertue and Vice on the fame Le- 
yel; pull down the Boundaries between Good and Evil; 
take off the Reſtraint of Conſcience, and blend Men and 
Beaſts into one Species, Come, Sir, pluck up a good + 
+ a {+65 . p ; A Heart ; 
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Heart; caſt the Die, and paſs the Rubicon of Honour and | 


Conſcience, our Diſpute will otherwiſe be at an end; 
for we have caſt out the Talmad as Apocryphal ; you 
have diſcarded the Alcoran; ſo that the Goſpel only 
ſtands untouch'd, and God's Permiſſion is confin'd to 
Chriſtianity alone. m | 
 Anrwoviſtas found himſelf in the Toyl, and knew not 
which way to unhamper himſelf; his Concern flew to 
his Face, and every Poſture betray'd an extreme Paſſion; 
he ſeem'd to brood ſome deſperate Reſolution, and on- 
ly wanted Boldneſs to execute it : After a ſhort Strife 
- berween Shame and Revenge; I perceive, ſaid he, to Eu- 
ſeb:us, you take Advantage of my Condeſcenſion, and 
even turn my Civility againſt me; you manage a Fa- 
your ſo ungenteelly, that I ſhall ſtand off in Caution and 
Reſervedneſs for the future. 

Exſeb. Explain your Meaning. I ſuppoſe in Diſputes, 
Reaſon muſt take place of Ceremony, and that a Man 
may preſs an Argument home without treſpaſſing vpon 
good Breeding; to be plain, I am more beholden to 
my Arguments, than to your Liberality; you have con- 
deſcended to me, as Boxfflers did to K. William, when 
he could hold out no longer: In a Word, I have not 

courted, but ſtorm'd you into thoſe Conceſſions you 
bluſh at. 

Ariov. Hold there; I laid the Alcoran at your Mer- 
cy without Neceſſity, and attack'd it of Impoſture, Falla- 
Cy, and Blaſphemy, out of an Exceſs of good Nature, 
and Complaiſance. | 15 
Euſeb. Out of good Nature and Complaiſance? 

Ariov. Ves; for, among Friends, it carries an Air of 
Truth, and the unlimited Extent of that Perſwaſion 
pleads home for the Divinity of its Author. 

Euſeb. Ho! ho! we have Twrks it England: I thought 
the Ottoman Religion reach'd no further than the Orto- 
mas Sword; but I perceive it has ſwum over into our 
Iſland. Pray, continu'd he, with a Smile, what is your 
- Tark:ſp Appellation? Sohman? or Achmet? But Raillery 
a part; had I been upon the pinch, I would have dropt 
the Tark, and kept the Chriſtian : For a Chriſtian Turk 
is a frank Atheiſt once remoy'd, and tho' he makes Profeſ- 
ſion of a God, and of a Religion, moſt Men conclude he 


believes neither. Indeed by this unexpected Declaration, 
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you have diſappointed me; I intended to prove, that 


one only Religion was Saving, and that all others were 


caſt out of the A& for Toleration : But you have made 
clever Work of it, and diſcarded all Religions, nay, and 
I fancy, Salvation too. : | 

Ariov, With Permiſſion, Sir, tho' 1 approve the Alco- 
ran, | may reverence the Goſpel : And though I unlock 
Heaven-Gate to Muſſelmen, why muſt I ſhut it upon 
Chriſtians. 

Euſeb. Why? One runs quite counter to the other, 
even in the molt eſſential Points, both of Belief and Pra- 
Qice. Chriſtian Religion tells us, Chriſt is God ; the 


 Mahometan, that he is not: That commands us to adore 


him; this forbids us. Now, Sir, if Truth favours the 
Turks, Chriſt is a meer Creature; and by conſequence 
all Chriſtians are downright Idolaters: If therefore God 
will be adored as a Being Eternal, infinitely Wiſe, and 
infinitely Holy; it's evident, you (who diſcover Truth on 
every Tittle of the Alcoran) cannot with a ſafe Conſci- 
ence profeſs Chriſtianity ; for that great Oracle tells us, 
Chriſt is a Creature; and therefore, ſo ſoon as you com- 
mence Chriſtian, you pay divine Honour to a Man, 
known, and acknowledg'd ſuch: Now to adore God, as 
a Man, is not to worſhip him as a Being Eternal, infi- 
nitely ſe, and infinitely Hoh: And to adore a Man, 
as God, is to ſtrip the Almighty of all his Prerogatives, 
to rifle the Sanctuary, and to lay the conſecrated Trea- 
ſures at the Feet of a Creature: Here is flat Idolatry on 
the one Hand, and a Monſter compos'd of Idolatry and 
Sacrilege on the other. So that to ſum up the Evidence, 
if Tarciſm be a true and allow'd Religion, Chriſtianity 
is not; and ſo my Theſis is prov'd ; that one Religion 
alone is Saving : Which glorious Quality to the Shame 
of Latitudinarianiſm, and the Scandal of Reaſon, you 


clap on Mabometiſin. | 


The Lady over-joy'd at the Defeat of Arioviſtus was 
not Miſtreſs of her tranſport : Theſe Gentlemen, ſaid 
ſhe, are for enſuring Cauſes, and never ſpeak under 
Demonſtration : Then turning to him, Sir, (continu'd ſhe) 
I pity your Malice; but Iam glad of your overthrow : 
You have bcen more at variance with your ſelf, than 
with your Adverſary, and ſeldom recall'd one Abſurdity, 
without advancing a greater; but at length, in * 
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of Senſe and Reaſon, you have vat ſhot Extravagance 
it ſelf, and ſeal'd a Million of Impertinencies with a da- 


ring Blaſphemy : For you have rais'd up Mahometiſin 
upon the Ruins of Chriſtianity, and ſunk our bleſſed: Sa- 
viour into an Impoſtor, to ſwell Mabomet into a Pro- 
phet. I counſel you to fhip for Aſia in our Smyrna Fleet, 
for our Ezghþ Climate is mortal to a Zerk;- Conſti- 
cution : Theie Animals can no more live here, than 


Toads or Spiders in Ireland: Our Engl Charity em- 


braces all Men, beſides Paprſts and Maſſelmen: T hoſe 


have too much Religion for a reform'd Nation, and 


theſe too little. 40 e e 3 f 
This Picquant Irony gall'd Arioviſtus to the quick; 
Patience abandon'd him, and Paſſion ran away with his 
Judgment: So that at length he broke thro? all the Bounds 
even of Reipect. and Reaſon: Madam, ſaid he, I per- 
ceive you ate ſurprizd at my Doctrine: Out of Reſped 
to your Ladyfhip, I freely condemn the Alcoran as Pra- 


- Rice and Impoſture. But then; give me leave to put 


the Goſpel in the Ixdice alſo: They were both hammer'd 
on the fame Anvil; this to hagg Men with Fears, the 
others to divert 'em with pleating Proſpects of ſenſual 
El˖yſiumte We have been Hob. gublin'd too long into Reli- 
gion; but, God be thank'd, the Vizard is torn off, and 


the Cheat is unmask'd, and now we dare. play with 


thoſe Moniters we once tremble at: We enter upon 
the Stage of this World like Beaſts, and make as inglo- 
rious an Exit: Our Lives and Souls ſmoak into Nothing: 
We were flang upon the Earth, as the Leviathan was in 
the Deep to play; ſeeing therefore our Days are few, it's 
Prudence to live apace: Good and Evil are words ad 
placitum, invented by ſome, to impoſe on others. 
He was going on when Euſebius put a ſtop to his 
Impudence. I tuſpeted (ſays he) you acted hitherto in 


Mafquerade ; I am glad the Vizatd is fallen off, and 


that the Moniter appears in its ane Shape: Men of your 


Principles ſhould be coop*d up in Peſt- Honuſes, their ve- 
ry Breath ſhoots Contagion,” and their! Converſation is 


Mortal. Your Atheiſtical Club has made Religion cheap, 


and Morality ſnameful: It has preach'd a conſiderable 


Part of the Nation out of Sobricty, and Principles too: 
It teaches young Gentlemen to Swear and Blaſpheme, 


before they know the Malice of the Sins; and then 
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when Age opens tlieir Eyes, they rather part with their 
Innocence, than Prophaneneſs. Thus you eſpouſe *em to 
Wickedneſs, before they are able to commit it: But the 
Milery is, that thoſe who curſe God in their Youth, in 
good time will defie-him ; and others who tranſgreſs the 
Decalogue atten, will laugh at it before twenty. Bold- 
neſs grows upon us with Age, and all the Terrors of 
Conſcience declines; they faint under the Weight of rei- 
terated Crimes, and looſe their Empbaſis; and then when 
once we have got out of the reach of this importunate 
Cenſor, we ſhall ſwallow down your accurſed Principles, 


not only without Reluctance, but even with Pleature: 


We ſhall not only countenance Atheiſm, but profeſs it; 
and eaſily perſwade our ſelves we die like Beaſts, to 
live like *em. 

I know you are no more able to defend your Morals, 
than your Faith; and I would rather deteſt, than con- 
tute *em, were I not acquainted with the Latitudinarian 
Impudence: You vent ſuch hedious Tenets, that they 
amaze Chriſtians, and rather raiſetheir Indignation, than 
call for a Confutation ; like Puddles, they cannot be ſtirr'd 


without Infection, and like Plague-Sores, they endanger 


the Surgean: Now becauſe good Men ſometimes think 
it more expedient to confute thoſe Impieties with Silence, 
than Arguments, Libertines preſently raiſe a Trophy, 
they ſing Pæana, and cry out Victory. To cut off this 
Retreat, ll ſhow you in ſhort, that Vertue and Vice 
lie not barely in Opinion. 

And here I appeal to the Verdict of Mankind: Single 
me out one Man, whoſe Reputation did not ſuffer under 


the very Suſpicion of Vice; and if the bare Suſpicion of 


Evil, has ſuch a degrading Quality in the Opinions of 


Men, Debauchery it ſelf mult have a greater: Human 


Nature has ſuch an Abhorrence of Sin, that it cannot 
value the wicked equally to the virtuous. I never yet 


heard of a Man, who ſeriouſly commended another for 
his Intemperance, or plac'd -Lewdneſs among his Titles 


of Honour : Tho? Sobriety, Chaſtity, and Juſtice are run 
down in Practice, they ſtand fair in our Etteem, and no 
Man yet has attempted to diſgrace an Enemy, by laying 
thoſe Vertues to his Charge: In fine, it's impoſſible for 


2 Man in his Wits, to eſteem another leſs, becauſe he is 
good: Nay, in this degenerate Age, nothing blaſts more a 


riſing 
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riſing Reputation, than the Imputation of Wickednefſs ; 
and even thoſe, who in a frantick Tranſport applaud a 
Debauchee, upon cooler Thoughts deſpiſe him: If all 
Actions are equal, why are their Effects ſo different? If 
Vertue has no Advantage over Vice; why do the Profli- 

es eſteem that, tho* they embrace this? Why do Men 

raQiſe Vertue with Confidence, and Vice with a bluſh- 
ing Face, and a trembling Conſcience? Why do they 
Sin with Fear in their Looks, and an Parthquake in 
their Minds? Theſe are terrible Symptoms, that the 
Difference between Good and Evil lies deeper than the 
: Imagination. 
Come, Sir, remember when you feel the Smart of 

everlaſting Flames, you'll take ſmall Pleaſure in the 
Thought that once you derided 'em; you'll not ſuffer 
leſs in that dark Region, becauſe you go laughing thi- 
ther; nor endure the Torments better, becauſe you 
would not believe em. 

Artioviſtus was of too haughty an Humour to bear ſo 
ſevere a Check with Patience, and too violent to diſ- 
ſemble his Reſentment ; wherefore turning to Exſeb:xs ; 
Sir, ſaid he, you Rail better than you — Our 
Tongues began the Diſpute, our Swords muſt end it; you 
have left my Tenets, to attack my Perſon, and rather 
level at my Actions, than at my Religion : You are a 
Man of Honour, and can manage a Weapon, as well as 
an Argument; In a word, I expect Satisfaction. | 

The Company began to Smile at this odd Rhodomon- 
tade, but Ezdoxxs told him, in controvertiſtical Debates, 
there was no Appeal from Reaſon to the Sword ; that 
it was more prudent to confeſs Errors than to defend 
'em; to cancel paſt Crimes, than to commit new ones. 

But Euſebius, who reſoly'd to diſcountenance Latitudi- 
narianiſm, by confounding its Abettor, took him up 
roundly. Sir, ſaid he, I fear your Gaſconades no more 
than your Arguments : Nor your Sword more than your 
Reaſons : Your Conduct is as ſtrange as your Religion; 
becauſe I have wounded your — you invite me 
to tilt at your Body: No, no, Sir, I value my Life too 
much to expoſe it for a PunQilio; and your Soul, to 
ſend it into the other World with a Rapier: I had ra- 
ther ſwing off Tybars into Eternity, than to be duel'd 
into it; for a Duel is a very ill Diſtemper to dye — 
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Beſides ; ſhould I accept your Challenge, perchance 
you might diſappoint me: I have known ſome huffing 
Bullies, who never were couragious, but when they 
ſtood out of the Sword's reach: They would ſend you a 
hundred Defies for a Word, but had too much Honour to 
juſtifie one; nay, they would upon ſecond Thoughts ſub» 
mit to a Baſtinade, rather than occaſion Bloodfhed ; and 
if once their Adverſary drew Blood, like Wizards, they 
had no Power to hurt him; in fine, they would always 
degin the War, and conſtantly made the firſt Overtures of 
Peace; and thus they ſhew'd at once both Courage and 
Diſcretion : Whether this Character fits you, I dare not 
determine ; this notwithſtanding I muſt affirm, that thoſe 
who pretend to believe. leaſt the Terrors of another 
World, apprehend them moſt; and no Men fear moreeter- 
nal Torments, then thoſe who deny the Soul's Immorta- 
lity : Lay by your Sword for a more urgent Occaſion, Fen- 
cing will never relieve a Controverſy abandon'd by Rea- 
ſon; a ſatisfactory Return to my Arguments will ſupport 
you much better than a Puſh : For tho” you chance to foil 
me at tilting, you will not diſarm my Reaſons. 

Arioviſtus was too proud to ſubmit to Truth, tho? he 
was too weak to withſtand it; he could not defend his 
Errors, and would not abandon 'em; ſo that in a Huff 
he call'd for his Horſe ; rub'd off, and left the Field to 
Euſebius. | 

His Friend apologiz'd for his Rudeneſs, and caſt his 
Incivility on the Exceſs of Paſſion. I hope, faid he to 
the Company, you will excuſe Arioviſtus. I confeſs he 
is to blame, but oftentimes Anger runs away With the 
Judgment ; the wiſeſt Men are ſubje& to Indiſcretions : 
He was baffled, and you know a Defeat to a Man of Ho- 
nour is a mortifying Misfortune; in fine, having loſt his 
Cauſe, you muſt not wonder, if Patience deſerted him. 

Exſeb. I excuſe his Incivility, but condemn his Pru- 
dence ; he ſaw his Error, why did he not abjure it? He 
ſaw 1 ruth, why did he not embrace it? A Man that 
will pawn his Sonl to reſcue his Honour, forfeits both : 
But I confeſs, in vain we expect Prudence of Libertines: 
Men without Religion are always without Reaſon; they 
may boaſt of Science and Wit till Doom's-day, but no 
Body can believe they are over-ſtock'd with either: No, 
no; they have only juſt Knowledge enough to ſee their 
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Ecrots, and Wit enough to enſure their Damnation; 
when once they are drench'd in looſe Principles, they are 
paſt Recovery: They turn all Antidotes into Rats-bane, 
and ſo either live in Obſtinacy, or die in Deſpair. 
Then taking Exdox35 aſide: Arg vou not, continu'd he, 
almoſt ſick of Latitudinarianiſm? You ſaw how weakly 
Arioviſius defended. i:; yet he was not ill provided of Ml ! 
thoſe Materials, that are neceſſary to plead well a bad x 
Cauſe ; he manag'd his Arguments to the beſt Advantage, 0 
and edg'd his Reaſons with all the little Artifices of Lan- 
nage and Confidence; but Truth has prevaii'd over 
mpoſture, and he carries home nothing but Chagrin 
and Confuſion. I hope Providence has reſerv*d the Pro- 
fit of his Defeat for you; he has condemn'd all Religi- 
ons, and Chriitianity among the reſt; and at the ſame 
time turns Atheiſt to live a Libertine. | 
Exdox. Nothing but 13 drove Arioviſtas into that 
Precipice, he was upon a Pinch, poor Gentleman, and 
ſhot Blaſphemy when he had ſpent his Reaſons ; his Per- 
formance falls ſhort of my ExpeQation. I perceive that 
Boaſting is not an Argument of Wit, and that Confidence 
and Truth are not always on the ſame Side. Arioviſtus 
who caus'd my Infidelity, has now cur'd it; I owe my 7s 
Converſion to the Weakneſs of his Proofs, and to the 
Strength of yours. Chriſtianity is certainly the only Sa- 
ving Religion, but I am hamper'd in a Labyrinth, and 
unleſs you lend me a Hand ſhall wander cternally in a MW 
: Meander of Miſtakes : For Chriſtian Religion branches MW + 
out into a thouſand Seas, our Iſland is a kind of Pan- R 
theow, and our People like the old Arabians, bend to the | 
Breath of every pretended Iuſpiration: Some pretend 
Law, others Scripture ; Theſe Antiquity, thoſe Novelty, E 
and others Illumination. It's hard to calculate up all the his C 
Religions that divide the Nation, and almoſt impoſſible WI, yg 
to examine them, If I muſt chooſe none before I have . 0 | 
impartially ſurvey'd all, I may live a Seeker, and die an if y: 
:Arbeiſt. Are all thoſe Communions Saving? Or is there Nea 
but one? ; | e b 
Euſeb. There is but one Saving Congregation, and the Ie h: 
Diſcovery of it is eaſier than you imagine: In a few Days Nie C 
Iwill put you in the Way to Heaven, which none can We. 
miſs, but thoſe who are reſoly'd to overlook it: Intereſt i ele 
byaſſes ſome, Education others, Faction deludes many, Ii an- 


and 
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and Senſuality over-bears more: In fine, when Men con- 
© WM ſult their Inclinations, and model Religion by the Ad- 
s vice of Paſſion, you mult not wonder, if they take Fancy 
for Revelation, and hug Illuſion for Truth. 
7] Enſebius ſtaid a Week with Exdox#s, and ſettled his 
J udgment. Truth flaſh'd ſuch a Light on his Underſtand- 
( ing, that he admir'd his former Blindneſs, and thought it 
d more difficult to miſtake the true Church, than he did be- 
'y fore to find it ; he learnt what he was to do, as well as 
what he was to believe; and reſolv'd to ſquare his 
T BI Thoughts and Actions by the Rule of his Duty: He has 
n If kept his Purpoſe, and at preſent has the Reputation of an 
”” BK :ccompliſh'd Gentleman, and, what he values moſt, of a 
!- bpious Chriſtian. This Providence, which permitted Theo- 
© rachus to fall from a State of Virtue, into a deplorable 
Habit of Vice, rais'd young Eudoæus from the Abyſs of 
Vice, to the Top of Vertue; to teach poor Mortals, that 
the Sinner muſt not deſpair, nor the Saint preſume. | 
Euſebius having brought this great Buſineſs to a moſt 
happy Concluſion, return'd to London, and gave Notice 
o Theomachus of his Arrival. 


DIALOGUE XIII. 8 


a Having ſeitled Eudoxus, Euſebius meet: Theomachus, 
es who offers to believe the Exiſtence of a God upon good 
Keaſons, though not Mathematically evident. 


1d [i Oſcbins the next Morning gave Theomachas a Viſit. 
: He found him in the Company of ſome Gentlemen of 
. his Cabal, whom the Noiſe of the Diſpute had alarm'd; 
"© Witcy were concern'd that Eaſebius had the Face to ſtand 
o in Defence of God, to plead ſo warmly againſt Athe- 
im, and that after che firſt Camiſado he was return'd to 
e beat up their Quarters. Theomacbus perſwaded himſelf, 
that the Journey of Euſebius was a meer put - off, and that 
e had really no buſineſs in the Country, but to wave 
ie Conference at London, and ſo ſpread abroad his late 
" Engagement, you may be ſure, to his own Advantage: 
eit Wc flatter'd himſelf, and others alſo, that the Diſpute was 
” i an End, and being freed from his Enemy, he gave full 
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and ask'd convincing Reaſons to ſettle and 


Liberty to his Tongue, and launch'd out into Panegyricks 
of his vaſt Perfotmance, to the Prejudice of Truth and 
Modeſty: The News of Exſeb:izs's Arrival damp'd his 
Hopes, and convinc'd him, he had rais'd a Trophy before 
the Victory : He had no mind to engage, nor could he 
retreat with Honour; but, in fine, he reſolv'd upon the 
Conference, as the lefs Evil, and invited his Friends to 
the Skirmiſh : He receiv'd Euſebius with Demonſtrations 
of Civility, and was rather prodigal than ſparing of Ca- 
reſſes: After many reciprocal Complements, Eaſchin 
addreſſed himſelf to Theomachas. 

Exſeb. Sir, at our laſt Meeting I charg'd Atheiſts with 
Imprudence, becauſe being uncertain whether there were 
a God, a Hell, or a Heaven, they liv'd as if they were 
certain there were no ſuch Things; you endeavour'd to 
fence againſt the Charge, and to plead not Guilty ; be- 
cauſe, though you ſhould take up, and model your Life 
by the Rules of the moſt ſevere Morals, this ungrateful 
Reſtraint would only ſerve, perchance, to leſſen your Tor- 


ments in the next Life, if there be a God, but would never 


be able to ſet you in Heaven: For God, ſaid you, re- 
quires as an indiſpenſible Homage, not only a well-regu- 


lated Life, but a ſtable and undoubted Belief of his Be- 
ing; the one is of ſmall Advantage without the other; 


you pretended this ſteddineſs was not in your Power, 
x your Judg- 
ment; I promis'd you Satisfaction, and am come to keep 


my Word; but I ſuppoſe an Evidence below that of 
Mathematical Demonltrations will ſatisfy you. 


Theom. The very Queſtion is refleQing, and you mul 
either ſuſpect my Wit or my Judgment to propoſe it: | 
know God is neither a Line, Szperficies, nor Solid, he 
comes not within the Predicament of a Figure, and there- 
fore lies out of the reach of Mathematicks: A Man that 
will acquieſce to nothing but ſtrict Demonſtrations, 
would do well to disband from Society, to lock up 
his Reaſon in his Cloſet, and only carry it about him 


on extraordinary Occaſions ; he 1 up with the 


Scepticks, and doubt of his own Being: No Man can 
demonſtrate by Euc lid, or Archimedes, there is ſuch a Ci- 
as Conſtantinople, or that there has ever been ſuch an 

mperour as Auguſtus; and yet, God be thank'd, upon 
the credible Teſtimony of thoſe who have ſeen the 2 
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and of thoſe Authors who have writ of the other; I no . 
more doubt of them, than of this unqueſtionable Princi- 
ple, pars eſt minor toto: Some things may poſſibly be 
falſe, though I dare pawn my Life they are not, . 
Euſeb. Your Diſcourſe is reaſonable: For were you and 
calt upon a deſert Iſland by the ſtreſs of Wind and 
Weather, and ſhould we find inthis abandon'd Region a 
ſtately Palace, built with all Symmetry of Art, we ſhould 
conclude, it was the Work of an Architect, not of Nature 
or Chance; nor would it be in our Power to doubt of it; 
jet 'tis poſſible for blind Matter to Rendezvoxs it ſelf into 
a ſtately Louvre; for by a lucky Meeting of Atoms, it 
may be jumbled and ſettled in this beautiful and regular 
Form. A hundred thouſand blind Men, (tho? they ſer 
out from all the parts of the World) may poſſibly meet 
together upon Black- Heath, and draw up in Rank and 
File; yet ſhould we ſee this extraordinary great Army in 
Battle-aray, without the Help of Syllogiſm, we ſhould in- 
fer, they were led to the Place, and each conducted to 
his Station. by ſome, who had better Eyes than they. 

I conceive likewiſe you do not require Phyſical Demon- 
trations, id eſt, convincing Proofs drawn from Senſe ; 
for God being ſuppos'd a Spirit, cannof fall under cor- 
poral Senſe, and though he ſhould preſent himſelf to the 
Eyes by aſſuming a Body, the SpeQacle might amaze us, 
but could not give us any rational Aſſurance, that ther 
is an infinite Spirit. . 3 

Theom. I ask ſuch Proofs as leave the Underſtanding 
ſatisfied, and fix the Judgment, and remoye all prudent 
Doubt; for ſuch Arguments deſerve as firm an Aſſent, 
as the molt (tric Mathematical Demonſtrations. I am 
as ſure there is ſuch a Place as Conſtantinople, as that the 
firſt Propoſition of Euclid is ttue; and doubt no more, 
but Cſar was then that I am. . Lig 

Exſeb. *Tis eaſy I ſee to agree in Preliminaries, when 
the one ſide propoſes nothing but what is juft, and the o- 
ther will receive what is reaſonable: You have admit» 
ted what neither in Prudence nor reaſon you could te- 
ect, and Thave 6nly ask*d what I could not omit, without 
betraying the Intereſt of Truth, and the Merits of the 
CauſeI have undertaken to defend. Now ſeeing the Sub- 
jet is not capable of Mathematical Demonſtrations, not 
even of Phyſical Evidence in the State we are, methinks,” 
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Etrots, and Wit enough to enſure their Damnation; 


when once they are drench'd in looſe Principles, they are 


paſt Recovery: I hey turn all Antidotes into Rats-bane, 
and ſo either live in Obſtinacy, or die in Deſpair. | 
Then taking Exd2x35 aſide: Are you not, continu'd he, 
almoſt ſick of Latitudinatianiſm? You ſaw how weakly 
Arioviſtas defended it; yet he was not ill provided of 
thoſe Materials, that are neceſſary to plead well a bad 
Cauſe ; he manag'd his Arguments to the beſt Advantage, 
and edg'd his Reaſons with all the little Artifices of Lan- 

nage and Confidence; but Truth has prevail'd over 

mpoſture, and he carries home nothing but Chagrin 
and Confuſion. I hope Providence has reſerv*d the Pro- 
fic of his Defeat for you ; he has condemn'd all Religi- 
ons, and Chriitianity among the reſt; and at the ſame 
time turns Atheiſt to live a Libertine. 

Eudox. Nothing but Rage drove Arioviſtas into that 
Precipice, he was upon a Pinch, poor Gentleman, and 
ſhot Blaſphemy when he had ſpent bis Reaſons; his Per- 
formance falls ſhort of my ExpeQation. I perceive that 
Boaſting is not an Argumentof Wit, and that Contidence 
and Truth are not always on the ſame Side. Arioviſtzs 
who caus'd my lafidelity, has now cur'd it; I owe my 
Converſion to the Weakneſs of his Proots, and to the 
Strength of yours. Chriſtianity is certainly the only Sa- 
ving Religion, but I am hamper'd in a Labyrinth, and 
unleſs you lend me a Hand ſhall wander cternally in a 

Meaeander of Miſtakes : For Chriſtian Religion branches 
out into a thouſand Seas, our Ifland is a kind of Pan- 
ebeon, and our People like the old Arabians, bend to the 
Breath of every pretended Inſpiration: Some pretend 
Law, others Scripture : Theſe Antiquity, thoſe Novelty, 
and others Illumination. Ir's hard to calculate up all the 
Religions that divide the Nation, and almoſt impoſſible 
to examine them. If I muſt chooſe none betore | have 
impartially ſurvey'd all, I may live a Seeker, and die an 
Acbeiſt. Are all thoſe Communions Saving? Or is there 
but one? 

Euſeb. There is but one Saving Congregation, and the 
Diſcovery of it is eaſier than you imagine: In a few Days 
1 will put you in the Way to Heaven, which none can 
miſs, but thoſe who are reſoly'd to overlook it: Intereſt 


byaſſes ſome, Education others, Faction deludes many, 
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and Senſuality over-bears more: In fine, when Men con- 
ſult their Inclinations, and model Religion by the Ad- 
vice of Paſſion, you mult not wonder, if they take Fancy 
for Revelation, and hug Illuſion for Truth. 
Enſebius ftaid a Week with Eudoxus, and ſettled his 
udgment. Truth flaſh'd ſuch a Light on his Underſtand- 
ing, that he admir*d his former Blindneſs, and thought it 
more difficult to miſtake the true Church, than he did be- 
fore to find it ; he learnt what he was to do, as well as 
what he was to believe; and refolv'd to ſquare his 
Thoughts and Actions by the Rule of his Duty: He has 
kept his Purpoſe, and at preſent has the Reputation of an 
accompliſh'd Gentleman, and, what he values moſt, of a 
pious Chriſtian. This Providence, which permitted Thes- 
machas to fall from a State of Virtue, into a deplorable 
Habit of Vice, rais'd young Eudoæus from the Abyſs of 
Vice, to the Top of Vertue; to teach poor Mortals, that 
the Sinner muſt not deſpaĩr, nor the Saint preſume. _ | 

Euſebius having brought this great Buſineſs to a moſt 
happy Concluſion, return'd to London, and gave Notice 
to Theomachas of his Arrival. | | 


DIALOGUE XIII. | 


Having ſettled Eudoxus, Euſebius meet: Theomachus, 
who offers to believe the Exiſtence of a God upon good 
Reaſons, though not Mathematically evident. 


FE Oſcbins the next Morning gave Theomacbas a Viſit. 

He found him in the Company of ſome Gentlemen of 
his Cabal, whom the Noiſe of the Diſpute had alarm'd; 
they were concern'd that Eaſebius had the Face to ſtand 
in Defence of God, to plead fo warmly againſt Athe- 
im, and that after che firſt Camiſado he was return'd to 
deat up their Quarters: Theomachus perſwaded himſelf; 
that the Journey of Euſebius was a meer put-off, and that 
he had really no buſineſs in the Country, but to wave 
the Conference at London, and ſo ſpread abroad his late 
Engagement, you may be ſure, to his own Advantage: 
He flatter'd himſelf, and others alſo, that the Diſpute was 
u an End, and being freed from his Enemy, he gave full 
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Liberty to his Tongue, and launch'd out into Panegyricks 
of his vaſt Perfotmance, to the Prejudice of Truth and 
Modeſty: The News of Euſebius's Arrival damp'd his 
Hopes, and convinc'd him, he had rais'd a Trophy before 
the Victory : He had no mind to engage, nor could he 
retreat with Honour; but, in fine, he reſoly'd upon the 
Conference, as the leſs Evil, and invited his Friends to 
the Skirmiſh: He receiv'd Euſebius with Demonſtrations 
of Civility, and was rather prodigal than ſparing of Ca- 
reſſes: After many reciprocal Complements, Enſcbin 
addreſſed himſelf to Theomachas. | 
Enuſeb. Sir, at our laſt Meeting I charg'd A:heifts with 
Imprudence, becauſe being uncertain whether there were 
a God, a Hell, or a Heaven, they liv'd as if they were 
certain there were no ſuch Things; you endeavour'd to 
fence againſt the Charge, and to plead not Guilty ; be- 
cauſe, though you ſhould take up, and model your Lite 
by the Rules of the moft ſevere Morals, this ungrateful 
Reſtraint would only ſerve, perchance, to leſſen your Tor- 
ments in the next Life, if there be a God, but would never 
be able to ſet you in Heaven: For God, ſaid you, re- 
quires as an indiſpenſible Homage, not only a well-regu- 
lated Life, but a ſtable and undoubted Belief of his Be- 
ing; the one is of ſmall Advantage without the other; 
you pretended this ſteddineſs was not in * Power, 
and ask'd convincing Reaſons to ſettle and fix your Judg- 
ment; I promis'd you Satisfaction, and am come to keep 
my Word; but I ſuppoſe an Evidence below that of 
2 Demonltrations will ſatisfy you. 

Theom. The very Queſtion is refleQing, and you mult 
either ſuſpect my Wit or my Judgment to propoſe it: | 
know God is neither a Line, Superficies, nor Solid, he 
comes not within the Predicament of a Figure, and there- 
fore lies out of the reach of Mathematicks: A Man that 
will acquieſce to nothing but ſtri& Demonſtrations, 
would do well to disband from Society, to lock up 
his Reaſon in his Cloſet, and only carry it about him 
on extraordinary Occaſions ; he may take up with the 
Scepticks, and doubt of his own Being: No Man can 
demonſtrate by Exclid, or Archimedes, there is ſuch a Ci- 
oy as Conſtantinople, or that there has ever been ſuch an 

mperour as Auguſtus; and yet, God be thank'd, upon 
the credible Teſtimony of thoſe who have ſeen the "= 
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and of thoſe Authors who have writ of the other; I no . 
more doubt of them, than of this unqueſtionable Princi- 
ple, pars eſt minor toto: Some things may poſſibly be 
falſe, though I dare pawn my Life they are not, 8 
Euſeb. Your Diſcourſe is reaſonable: For were you and 
| ca(t upon a deſert Iſland by the ſtreſs of Wind and 
Weather, and ſhould we find in this abandon'd Region a 
ſtately Palace, built with all Symmetry of Art, weſhould 
conclude, it was the Work of an Architect, not of Nature 
or Chance; nor would it be in our Power to doubt of it; 
jet *ris poſſible for blind Matter to Rendezvoxs it ſelf into 
a ſtately Louvre; for by a lucky Meeting of Atoms, it 
may be jumbled and ſettled in this beautiful and regular 
Form. A hundred thouſand blind Men, (tho? they ſer 
out from all the parts of the Wotld) may poſſibly meet 
together upon Black- Heath, and draw up in Rank and 
File; yet ſhould we ſee this extraordinary great Army in 
Battle-aray, without the Help of Syllogiſm, we ſhould in- 
fer, they were led to the Place, and each conducted to 
his Station by ſome, who had better Eyes than they. 

I conceive likewiſe you do not require Phyſical Demon- 
trations, id eff, convincing Proofs drawn from Senſe ; 
for God being ſuppos'd a Spirit, cannot fall under cor- 
poral Senſe, and though he ſhould preſent himſelf to the 
Eyes by aſſuming a Body, the Spectacle might amaze us, 
but could not give us any rational Aſſurance, that ther 
i an infinite Spirit. | 

Theom. I ask ſuch Proofs as leave the Underſtanding 
ſatisfied, and fix the Judgment, and remoye all prudent 
Doubt; for ſuch Arguments deſerve as firm an Aſſent, 
as the molt ſtrict Mathematical Demonſtrations. I am 
s ſure there is ſuch a Place as Conſtantinople, as that the 
firſt Propoſition of Euclid is true; and doubt no more, 
but Ceſar was then that am. | 

Exſeb. Tis eaſy I ſee to agree in Preliminaries, when 
the one ſide propoſes nothing but what is juft, and the o- 
ther will receive what is-reaſonable: You have admit» 
ted what neither in Prudence nor reaſon you could tre- 
ect, and I have 6nly ask'd what I could not omit, without 
betraying the Intereſt of Truth, and the Merits of the 
Cauſe I have undertaken to defend. Now ſeeing the Sub- 
jec is not capable of Mathematical Demonſtrations, nor 
even of Phyſical Evidence in the State we are, methinks, 
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I apprehend two Ways by which God can manifeſt his 
Being to Man: Firſt, By an internal Impreflion ſtamp'd 
with his divine Signet in our Nature, which leads us na- 
turally to the Knowledge of his Exiſtence, as the innate 
5 of our Underſtanding ſhews us the Truth of the 
firſt Principles of Diſcourſe. | | | 
Secondly, By viſible Effects, which Reaſon tells us 
mult be father'd on ſome Cauſe, and which without 
Conſtraint and Violence, our Underſtanding cannot at- 
tribute to any thing but a Being infinitely Powerful, in- 
finitely Wiſe, and infinitely Good. 
Theo. I agree, theſe two Ways would be ſufficientto 
ſettle a reaſonable Man in the Belief of a Deity, and 
that an Atheiſt would be the moſt abſurd, the moſt un- 
reaſonable Creature in the World, if he requir'd more. 
Eaſeb. Well, Sir, hitherto we have walk'd Hand in 
Hand, our Judgments have been Uniform, and I hope 
our good Intelligence will continue in the following Con- 
ference. I will prove you have theſe very Proofs of his 
Being, you confeſs ſufficient, and as plain as you could 
in Reaſon expect, ſuppoſing he were. Let us therefore 
difcuſs things in Order, and produce our Proofs in their 
Turn; when we confound Arguments, we confound 
Idea's, and only contemplate T ruth through a Cloud. 
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DIALOGUE XIV. 
The firſt Proof for a Deity, drawn from the uni verſal 
Ceen, of Mankind. 


Eaſeb. THE Notion of a God is ſo deeply ingrafted 
ö in our Minds, that it ſeems to be twiſted and 
inter woven with our Nature; it's of the ſame Date with 
our Species, it runs through our Veins with our Blood, 
and is conveigh'd to us from our Anceſtors; it's neither 
fix'd ro Climate, nor Complexion, it takes in all Times, 
as well as all Places: It's engraven in the Hearts of the 
Africans, as well as of the Afiaticii; the barbarous To- 
pinbays of Braſil feel the Impreſſion, as well as the mol! 
polite Europeans; and the very brutiſh Hotentots of the 
Cope, in ſpight of Sayageneſs, ſhew they are Men wy 
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jy by acknowledging a ſupream Being; the old AHrians 
have left Poſterity a convincing Teſtimony they believ'd 
a God, becauſe they coin'd talſe ones; they had never 
multiply'd Divinities, had they believ'd there was none, 
nor paid divine Worfhip to Statues, had they not been 
per ſwaded there was ſome Being above them, that com- 
manded Homage, becauſe he deſerv'd it. : 
The Medes brought down the Aſſyrian Grandure, and 
bury'd the Empire, together with its Emperour, in a 
Grave of Aſhes; yet theſe new Conquerours, who an- 
null'd the old Laws, and enacted new ones, who thruſt 
out antient Cuſtoms to make room for others, quarrell'd 
not with the Aſyrians about the Belief of a God, they 
liv'd in the ſame Perſwaſion; Nebuchadonozor would 
needs ſhare Worſhip with his Maker, and ſo ſet up his 
own Statue to receive thoſe Honours which belong'd to 
the ſupream Being. 8 
The Perſians, Succeſſors of the Median Greatneſs, ſuc- 
ceeded alſo in their Belief of a Deity: The conquering 
Macedonians agreed in this Point with the vanquiſh'd 7z- 
dians ; and Rome ſurpaſs'd all other Nations in Superſti- 
tion, more than Courage; ſhe built her Greatneſs upon 
the Suppoſition of a Deity, and, as ſome remark, grew 
ſo Great, becauſe ſhe was ſo Pious : She found the Stamp 
of a Divinity, where-ever ſhe carried her victorious 
Arms, and the Conqueſt of foreign Gods, as well as 
of captive Princes, ſet off her General's Triumphs. In 
a Word, the Belief of a Deity reach'd as far as the Plan- 
tations of Men; it has never yet been ſhut out of one 
City, one Bourg, or perchance one Family: The moſt 
dardarous Wretches that ever were, knew there was a 
Deity, tho' they miſtook in the Application of their 
Worſhip. You may almoſt as ſoon find a People without 
Souls, as without a God, they rather will dedicate an Al- 
tar to an unknown Deity, than have none. | 
The Engliſh, Dutch, Portugueſe, and Spaniards, bra- 
ving the Fury of the Winds, and the threatning Surges 
of the enrag*d Ocean, have diſcovered a new World in 
our Days, almoſt equal to the Old, they have rifled the 
very Wilderneſles, and ranſack'd the Mines; where-ever 
they met with the Traces of Men, they fell upon the 
Footſteps of a God; theſe Barbarians that liv'd without 


Laws; without Houſes, without Commerce, were fel- 
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dom found without Temples; and though a ſavage Edu- 
cation, and more ſavage Vices had obſcur'd the Notion, 
they had not the Power to defaceit; twas legible in the 
very Night of Idolatry, in the Qbſcurity of Errours, and 
ſome Nations thought *twas lels Abſurdity to worſhip the 
Devil, than to deny a God. | Now if you call for Proofs, 
I can preſent you a thouſand, as ſtrong and ſatisfactory 
as the Subject will bear: Pait Matters of Fact can only 
be convey'd down to us by written, or oral Traditi- 
on; and thoſe of our own Time, that lie at a Diſtance, 
can ouly be prov'd by credible Witneſſes; what I main- 
tain has all theſe Supports, and by conſequence can be 
queſtion'd only by thote, who will be ſure of nothing 
but that they doubt of all Things. . 
- Theo. Whether this be true or falſe, your Cauſe will 
not be much the better, nor mine worſe ; yet I mult tell 
you, you are miſtaken in your Account: | have read in 
Acoſta, and others, that divers People, both in the Eaſt 
and M eſt Indies, live as well without a God, as without 
Houſes; they love nothing but their Eaſe, and fear no- 
thing but their bordering Enemies: Beſides, our European 
Atheiſts muſter'd up in one Body, would make a conlide- 
rable Figure; and London alone, upon an emergent Oc- 
caſion, can draw out a brisk Br:gage- I am confident, at 
leaſt, we exceed you in Quality, if you ſurpaſs us in Num- 
ber, and why may not the one balance the other * | 
Eaſeb. Oh! I may cry out; with Seneca, Mentiuntur 
gui dicunt ſe non ſentire Deum, nam etſi tibi affirment in- 
terdiu, noct᷑ uta men & ſoli dubitant; they Lye, who ſay, 
t ey believe no God, for though by Day in the Hurry of 
Company, and Heat of Debauch, they may profeſs A- 
theiſm; yet in Darkneſs and Retirement they change 
their Mind: Say if you pleaſe 20 God is the Wiſh of Ma- 
2 but the Opinion of None: But if ſome Authors have 
aid ſo, others equally credible, have contradicted 'em; 
yet all agree that thoſe People have more of the Beal, 
than of the Man; they wander in Woods, like Tigers, 
without Commerce, without human Society, they worry 
their own Species, and prey upon their neareſt Relati: 
ons; ſo that, like Children, though they have Reaſon, they 
want the Uſe of it: They live without Reflection, and 
conſequently without Diſcourſe; and indeed Ido not ſet 
why Diſeaſes of the Soul may not untune the Organs E 
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mme Brain, as well as thoſe of the Body; why Education | 


and Barbarity may not obſtruQ the Operations of the lu- 
tellect, as well as a Frenzy. The whole Set of Europe- 
an Atheiſts are but a Pack of daring Debauchees, who 
pride in Infamy, and bluſh at Modeſty :. They Reaſon ill, 
and Live worſe; they hate Truth no leſs than Sobriety, 
and are too inſignificant, either to countenance a good 
Cauſe, or prejudice it: Their Votes, like Cyphers, wich- 
out an Unite, make no Number. 
Bar let us face your Atheiſt with thoſe who believe a 
God, and we hall find after a general Muſter (though 
you appear alſo at the Head of the London Brigade) an 
infinite Diſproportion. Would it not be true, that all the 
Citizens of London profeſs the Religion of the Church of 
England, although one Presbyterian, or Recuſant upon Ex- 
amen ſhould be found among them? And will you con- 
teſt this univerſal Variety, that reaſonable Creatures en- 
deavour to defend themſelves from the Injuries of Wind 
and* Weather, becauſe ſome brutiſh Savages lie under the 
open Canopy of Heaven without Fence, or a Hut to 
Skreen off the Heats of the Summer, or the Cold of the 
Winter? Yet the Diſproportion between you and us, is 
ten times greater, than between one Recuſant, and the 
Citizens of London, or between thoſe Men who make 
Proviſions againſt the Rigour of Seaſons, and thoſe who 
do not: If therefore in one Caſe, a particular Fact does 
not prejudice the univerſal Inference, why muſt it in the 
other? Ariſtotle tells us, that ſome rejected this Princi- 
ple, A thing cannot be, and not be at the ſame time, and 
that Azaxagoras maintain'd Sow is Black; yet, I ſuppoſe, 
if I ſay the Principle is receiv'd by all Mankind, you 
will not except againſt my Aſſertion. I may then conclude, 
that the Perſwaſion of a God runs through our whole Spe- 
cies, and ſpreads as wide as the remoteſt Colony. 
Theo. If I diſpute my Ground by Inches, we ſhall 
make along Work of our Conference : Pray go on. 
Euſeb. Our difference about the Matter of Fact being 
at an End, Iask you the Origin of this univerſal Impreſ- 
fon; from whence comes it that this chymerical Object 
continually encounters and haunts our Underſtanding ? 
Why do our Apprehenſions rovein another World? And 
fuſh the Being of a Deity? 7 | 
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Theo. Some witty Gentlemen will tell you, this Noti- 
on came into the World by an accidental Fright; Men 
ſtarted at Thunder, betore they knew the Cauſe of it, 
and ſome of greater Wits, than their Neighbours im- 
prov'd this panick Fear into Religion; they perſwaded 
the Mobile there was fome-body above, that ſpoke aloud, 
and breath'd forth his Anger in Flames and-Smoak : O- 
thers with much Probability affirmthis Perſwaſion ſprings 
from an innate Fear in the Mind of Man, and a reſtleſs 
Apprehenſion of the worſt that may happen, Priman 


in orbe Deos fecit timor. | | 
Euſeb. A Man that will not take Notice of the true 
Reaſon of Things, which generally is but one, may 
forge a hundred falſe ones; for though one Path leads to 
Truth, a thouſand conduct us into Errour. Pray, Sir, 
ſeeing Men were firſt frighted, and then cheated into the 
Belief of a Deity, of whom did that witty Gentleman 
borrow the Notion? He was certainly imbu'd with the 
Idea of a God, before he could communicate it to, his 
Neighbours. The Cheat was firſt pat on him before he 
deceiv'd others. Who impos'd on him? His Name de- 
| ferves a conſiderable Place in Hiſtory, and I do not fee, 
why our Fore-fathers ſhould have been leſs careful to 
conſerve his Memory, who flyly brought the Notion of 
a God into the World, than his who conveigh'd the Tro- 
jan Horſe into the City, and betray'd it to the Grectazxs : 
But though you ſatisfy this Quere, the ſame Queſtion 
will return, who cozen'd him? Nor will it ceaſe, till we 
diſcover the Origin, or have run you up beyond the fitſt 
Moment of Time; the only tolerable Eſcape is to reſolve 
this Fear into Tradition. | 
Bur, pray tell me, how you know this Impre ſſion 94 im- 
memoriali, has been handed down from Father to Son? 
You are Men of Parts, and glory more in Wit than 
Grace; you generally ſcorn all Authority but your own, 
and appeal even from what we call Scripture, to Rea- 
ſon: Back your Aſſertion with any tolerable Proof, and for 
once Ill take it for Demonſtration: All you can fay a- 
mounts to this, that perchance long ago, ſome thinking 
Brain wrap'd up in continual Speculation, blundered up- 
on the Notion, and ſent it round; that it found a kind 
Reception; and even ſince has been kept in Countenance 
and Reputation? But it is not ſtrange that one * Per- 
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chance that ſtands for 0 God, ſhould weigh more with 
an Atheiſt, than poſitive Reaſon for him? | 

This Fradition is of a very antient Date, and older, in 
all Probability, than the Invention of Writing ; for ought 
that you know, it has been from the Beginning ; nay, 
may add it's ten times more likely, it ſprang up with 
Man, than that a Man firſt ſtarted the Impolture, and 
others made it over to Poſterity: For the Impreſſion of 
a God links into the Souls, not only of thoſe polite and 
civiliz'd Nations, who have preſerv'd from Oblivion 
ſome Remnants of paſt Tranſactions and Books of Re- 
cords, but even of thoſe who are as ignorant of what 
paſs'd in the laſt Age, as of what was done two thouſand 
Years ago, and of thoſe whoſe Arithmetick goes not be- 
yond their Fingers, nor their Knowledge beyond their 
own Remembrance. What likelihood then that thoſe 
who are Strangers to all Tradition, ſhould be fo well ac- 
quainted with this? 

But to diſpatch the firſt Gentleman; when the natural 
Cauſe of Thunder was diſcover'd; why was not the 
Cheat unmask'd? Why did not the Phantom diſappear 
at the ſight of Knowledge, which Ignorance and Error 
had created? Were the Underftandings of Men ſo cow'd 
with the Cheat, that they durſt not ſtruggle againſt it? Or 
were they ſo enamour'd of their Fears, as to cheriſh the 
Object of their Torment? If this be true, our Anceltors 
were caſt in another Mould than we, they hugg'd 
what we hate, and doted on what we abhor. Ifa Man 
impoſes on us by a Surprize, ſo ſoon as the Cheat is diſ- 
cover'd, we ſtand upon our Guard, and, like Birds ſhot 
at, grow wild: We become cautious and reſerv'd, we 
ſtand off in Jealouſy and Suſpicion : But our tame Ance- 
ſtors, who were thunder'd and lighten'd into Belief of a 
God, kept up the Illuſion when they had unvizarded the 
Trick: They lik'd, it ſeems, the Conceit, and were ſa 
pleas'd with Fears and Apprehenſions, they reſolv'd to 
make them Immortal. | 

Theo. Theſe Gentlemen will tell you, Time wore out 
the Memory of the Impoſture, but not the Effects: The 
Cheat was ſoon forgot,tho* the Notion of a God remain'd ; 
Education kept this on foot, and continu'd it to our Time; 
and indeed the original Tincture of Education ſeldom 
wears out: Though ſome inbred Principles are egos 
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ble againſt Education, yet ſome Cuſtoms ariſe from Edu- 
cation, Which Nature it ſelf can hardly deal with. 
| Euſeb. Atheiſts, when they have loſt their other Holds, 
retreat to Education; they look upon it as an advantagi- 
ous Poſt, and think themſelves there, not only out of the 
Reach of Surprize, but of Aſſault; it is their darling Ar- 
gument, and therefore deſerves a peculiar Conſideration. 
defire you therefore to keep it for a Reſerve, at preſent 
I have the ſecond Gentleman upon my Hands, and I muſt 
do him Right before I leave him. You ſay, other Gentl;- 
men affirm, with great Probability, that the Perſwaſion of 
a God ſpritgs K an innate Fear in ber 11 of Man, and 
a reſtleſs Apprebenſion of the worſt that may happen ; and 
my yor oh the er with Ie pts <A Poet. 
This is in Mr. Hobb's Phraſe; Fear of Power inviſible, 
feign'd by the Mind, or imag ind from Tales publickly told, 
is Religion. | 
This Evaſion is liable to great Exceptions; for ſuppo- 
fing Man has an innate Fear, that he is ſubject to ima- 
gine dreadful Things, and apt to ſcare himſelf with 
ghaſtly Apparitions of his own Coining; yet he cannat 
tear, unleſs he frames, or finds the Object that raiſes this 
unquiet Paſſion: What Object can we frame in the Shop 
of his Apprehenſions which has not ſome Relation to 
Misfortunes he has either ſeen or heard of? The Fancy 
may make ſtrange Combinations, and tie together Things 
that have no Connexion, yet it muſt know thoſe Things 
defore it links them together; for the Apprehenſion, like 
the Will, cannot work upon thoſe Materials that lie out 
of its Sphere. When the Streams of the Hypochondry 
mount up to the Brain, a Man may fancy himſelf at the 
Iaff Gaſp, though his Pulſe beat even, and he enjoys per- 
fect Health, for he has ſeen others die, and knows he is 
Hable to the ſame Fate; but the moſt ſplenetick Coxcomb 
in the World cannot fright himſelf wich a Pleuriſy, unleſs 
he knows there be ſuch a Diſeaſe in Nature. The Noti- 
on of a God may therefore awaken Man's Fear, but the 
moſt timorous Nature cannot tremble at the Apprehenli- 
on of a God, unleſs ſuch a Being be known: Seeing 


therefore the Knowledge of a God'precedes his Fear, | 


who ſtamp'd on Man the Impreflion. = 

Theo: We muſt take Things as we find them. Man 
depends originally on himſelf, he is beholding to no ex- 
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terior Principle for his Exiſtence, he is as he ever was, 
ni will always be without any intervening Change: 
The Notion of Deity (theſe Gentlemen ſay) has (tuck 
cloſe ro him from Eternity, and in all Probability will 
Jog vn with him till the Species fall into nothing; but 
to what Intent this Fury hovers about him, Doctors have 
not determin'd ; ſome, notwithſtanding, are inclin'd to be- 
lieve, that Nature envious of Man's Happinels, rais'd this 
Spirit to cool his Hopes, and ſophiſticate his Pleaſures. 
Euſeb. Your Gentlemen Incognito, who argue by Proxy, 
triumph withour Doubt, and fancy this Anſwer has made 
the Buſineſs wonderfully clear; but I appeal to the com- 
mon Senſe of Mankind, whether it does not rather (tart 
Difficulties, than ſolve them. I have prov'd, that Men 
knew God, before they fear'd him, and conſequently thar 
this Fear could not ſpring from any innate timorous Dif- 
poſition, but that it mult be aſcribed to the great Author 
of Nature, who has ſtamp'd on our Souls the Knowledge 
of his Being; now your young Gentlemen very confi- 
dently tell me, Man was ab æterno, and ſtands indebted 
for his being to no Body but his own Nature, and they 
thruſt on me this fine Syſtem, with ſuch an Air of Aſſu- 
rance, as if it were clear beyond Debate, and near alli- 
ed to the firſt Principles; whereas, the Thing is not only 


falſe, but abſurd ro Dotage, as I ſhall make out in its 


proper Place; but aus abyſſum invocat, one Abſurdity 


uſhers in another; a bad 7heſis is always ſupported 


with weak Proofs. 
But, for the preſent, I admit your e Ariſtotle 
aſſumes this Aphoriſm as a Principle, Natura m1hil agit 


fruſtra, Nature does nothing in vain; now whether we 


caſt our view without us, or within us, whether we 
ſurvey the great World, or the leſs, we ſhall ſubſcribe to 
the Maxim: The natural Inclination of all Things, either 
tend to the Perfection or Conſeryation of Individuals, or 
elſe to the Beauty and Symmetry of the whole. Sympa- 
thies, and Antipathies have their proper Stations and 
mployments; every Being, tho? never ſo minute, acts 
its part in the great Theatre of the Univerſe; there are 
no Mutes in the whole Creation, that appear meerly ta 
fill the Stage: Seeing therefore all other Things have 
their Task cut out for them, and labour in their ſeveral 
Paſts, why ſhould this Notion of a God, like a O 
e "Na 


364 The Gentleman Tuſtrudled.. 


is cool and ſedate: 1 


ſtand idle without Office, without Employment? Has 


Nature flung it into the World at Random, as the O- 


ftrich lays her Eggs, and then flies into the Deſart? Why 
ſhould you arraign her Prudence in this Point, who 
ſhews her Wiſdom in the Management of all Things be- 
ſides? Ought we not rather to queſtion your Integrity, 
than her Conduct? | 5 

Belides, whether all Things were ab eterxo of them- 
ſelves, or juſtled into Being by a lucky Hit of Chance, 


and Legerdemain, they have at leaſt happen'd as well, as 


ifan infinite Wiſdom and Power had a Hand in the Con- 
trivance; but it's molt certain, that an infinite Wifdom 
would never have . age. in the Minds of Men, fo 
yain, ſo ſuperfluous a Principle, had there been,no God 
in the World; therefore ſeeing ſuch a Principle runs 
thro' the whole Maſs of Mankind, we have all the Rea- 
ſon in the World to conclude, here is zo God. ' 
A Perſon of Quality in the Company, who meaſur'd 
his Wit by his Eſtate, would needs come into Theoma- 
chuss Succour; he thought his Title would add a Luſtre 
to his Arguments, and that he might ſilence Euſebim by 
Authority, tho? he could not by Reaſon ; Methinks, ſaid 
he, with Submiſſion to better Judgments, Theomac bus 
has overlook'd the deciſive Solution of the Difficu!ty, 
yet | muſt needs ſay, he has behav'd himſelf in the Con- 
reſt like a Man of Parts, he has not ſhrunk under the 
CharaQer of a witty and well-ſpoken Man, but main- 
tain'd his Reputation; yet oftentimes Warmth and Ea- 
erneſs let Advantage flip, and we remember not in a 
urry thoſe Arguments that occur, when our Temper 
o not fee why we ſhould have 
Recourſe to accidentil, or. natural Fears, or why we 
ſhould fetch this Notign from the further end of Eternity; 
we can reconcile the Difference, and ſtop the Breach 
at leſs Expence of Fimo and Labour: I am apt to think 
Education will ufriddle the Myſtery; we eaſily take 


the firſt Fincture, and when it's well imbib'd, it neyer 


wears off: Ihe firſt Rudiments ſtick fo cloſe, that often- 
times they never leave us, and ſo by 2 pardonable Mi- 
ſtake, even wiſe Men aſcribe many Things to our Nature, 


which we owe to the ſole Inſtruction of our Nurſe. 
Turciſm runs in ſome Families, Popery in others, and 
the reforni'd Religion in mine: Whence comes this Va- 
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 riety but from Education, and a certain Influence of the 


Climate? Had I been born at Conſlantinople, I had taken 
the Turban inſtead of a Hat, and Circumciſion in place 
of Baptiſm; had I Sparz or Ttaly for my Country, Pope- 
ry would have been my Religion, and in all Probability 
4 ſhould have been as ready to fight for Clement the 
Xlth's Prerogative of Primacy, as I am now to fight a- 
gainſt it: Education alone has continu'd Religions; we 
are Proteſtants in England now, becauſe our Parents 
and Governours were ſo the laſt Age: The*Tarks have 
taken their Alcoran from their Anceſtors, and the pre- 
ſent Papiſts Tranſubſtantiation, Seven Sacraments, and 
the Maſs trom theirs: Now if our Fore-fathers by Edu- 
cation could infuſe into us the Belief of theſe ſeveral 
Religions, why not that of a God ? And if they could, 
why ſhould we craze our Brain, and exhauſt our Spirits 
in the Purſuit of another Origin ? | 

The Company applauded my Lord's Performance, and 
ſome were for petitioning for a higher Patent, for the tig- 
nal Service he had done the Nation. 

Euſeb. Under tavour, my Lord, this Expedient will 
not do; nay, thoſe Difficulties, I obje& againſt Theoma- 
chus turn upon your Hypotheſis with no leſs Violence 
than his: For this Notion of a God could not be ſpread 
by Education, before it was in the World; it could not 
be toſt from paſt Ages down to the preſent, unleſs it was 
in paſt Ages; and if it was, it either was ab æterno, or 
degan in Time: If you ſay the fitſt, you build the whole 
Proof on meer Conjecture and Suppoſition, nor can you 
make one Tittle of it good, without begging the Queſti- 
on: If you ſay the ſecond, then either it began with 
Man, or after him; if with Man, then God who made 
Man ſtamp'd on bis Mind this Impreſſion; if it began 
after him, pray who firſt ſail'd into the other World, 
and made the Diſcovery of this airy Spectre? Where 
did he live? And when? Or at leaſt if you are not able 
to date the Birth of the Notion, ſhew me when it was 
not, and I will pay your Argument the ſame Reſpe& I 
owe your Perſon; but 1 cannot take Words for Reaſon, 
nor a proofleſs Suppoſition for Evidence: You are the 
capital Wits of the World; cautious Perſons, that wilt 
not be impos'd on, that in all Occaſions call for Evi- 


dence. 1 
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Beſides, according to the CharaQers of Education, and 
Nature, the Notion has no Reſemblance with Education, 
bur every Line, every Stroke, repreſents Nature to the 
Life. e ſay Self- love, and the Inclination to Pleaſure 
are Natural to Man, becauſe we ſee theſe two Paſſions ac- 
company him in all Ages, in all Places, and in all Em- 
ployments; we love our ſelves now as our Anceſtors did 
ſix thouſand Years ago; we purſue Pleaſures in 1702, 
with the fame Eagerneſs our Fore-fathers did in 1000, 
and even thoſe who ating by more high and divine Mo- 
tives fly Pleaſure, cannot avoid the Inclination: The 
Defire of Glory, according to all Men, riſes alſo from 
Nature, becauſe it puts the Thoughts of all Men in a 
Ferment, it awakens their [nduftry, and enlivens them 
for Action; we all love to ſurvive the Grave, and hate 
that our Name ſhould be nail'd up in the Coffin: This 
Perſwaſion begun with Man, and has continued in his 
Blood without Variation, without Interruption, it 
warms old Age, and fires Youth, it aſſaults the Peaſant, 
it captivates the Prince; thoſe who dare not fetch Glory 
from the Camp, purſue it at the Bar, they plead up their 
Names when they want Reſolution to fight them up; in 


fine, Nature is the ſame in all Men, it's ſtable, uniform, 


permanent; but Education is of another Complexion; 
*tis always upon the Change; Time, Intereſt, and Con- 
queſt eſtabliſh new Cuſtoms, they ſet up new Principles 
of Education, and proclaim new Maxims : The Conquelt 
of William the Firſt forc'd England to bow to new Cu- 
ſtoms, as well as new Maſters; itaboliſh'd the old Laws, 
together with the antient Kings, and our Education be- 
came French with our Governours: Look where you will, 
and you'll find Education always follow'd the Fortune 
of the State, the. Subverfion of this was a Prelude to 

the Eſtabliſhment of that. K 
If therefore upon Inquiry, we find the Inſtin& of a 
God has paſs'd untouch'd, through all the Revolutions of 
Times and Empires; if it has bore up againſt the Fury 
of the moſt barbarous Conqueror; what can we con- 
clude, but that it is fix d and rooted in Nature? But that 
God has ſtamp'd this Character of himſelf upon us; and 
that it ſprings not from the Principles of Education? 
Now I have already demonſtrated, that the Notion of a 
God poſleſs'd all Mens Minds from the beginning * 
| ges; 
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Ages; that it has ſtood immoveable, amidſt all the Viciſ- 
ſitudes of Time, and all the turns of Fortune: Empires 
have fallen either under the weight of their own Great- 
neſs, or the Fury of the barbarous Conquerors: Nations 
have left Barbarity to take up Civility, and again aban- 
don'd Civility toreplunge into Barbarity; they have quit- 
ted their old Habitations to ſeek out new ones, and loſt 
their very Language with their Liberty: One Cuſtom 
has juſtled out another, and Time has wore out that to 
make room for a Third : Theſe ſtrange Revolutions 
have wrought no Change in the Belief of a Deity; it 
has ſurviv'd Empires, and prov'd more durable than the 
Colloſſus of Rhodes, or the Temple of Diana; neither the 
Corruption of Nature, nor all the vain Attempts of 
Atheiſts, have been able to baniſh it from one Town, 
Village, or Family: The Notion of a God has made 
Mankind in all Ages, and in all Places fall before it, and 
thoſe Men who dare diſpute againſt him cannot forbear 
to tremble. Tis then moſt certain that either Man has 
no natural Propenſion, or that this Impreſſion of a ſu- 
pream Being is one. 

In the mean time I do not doubt, but Education may 
limit our natural Inclinations, and rather tie them to 
one Object than another; for though naturally all Men 
propend to Pleaſure, yet what is agreeable to ſome, is not 
to others; what touches ſinoothly my Organ, may grate 
upon yours. Domitian delighted himſelf with ſticking 
Flies: Nero with driving Chariots: Some are for Venus, 
others for Bacchus: And this confining the univerſal Prin- 
ciple riſes either from Education, or Conſtitution, or 
both. Again, though the Deſire of Glory be Natural and 
Univerſal, yet Education often aſſigns the Object; and 
hence it is, that Punctilio's vary with the Climate; ſome 
place their Glory in overcoming an Enemy, others in 
pardoning him; ſome judge nothing more glorious than 
to ride at the Head of an Army, to ſack Towns, and 
drive Deſolation before them; whilſt others laugh at 
their Folly, and rap'd up in Speculation, think it more 
honourable to write of Wars, than to wage them: In a 
Word, Theomachus, you perchance perſwade your ſelf no- 
thing can be more illultrious than to defy God, whilſt 
I am ſatisfied the true Glory of every rational Creature 
eonſiſts in Obedience to his Commands, and love his 
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Perſon : Theſe are the Effects of Education, they vary 
with the Meridian, they become obſolete with Time, and, 
like Faſhions or Almanacks, grow out of Date. 

Let us ſay the ſame of God; though the Perſwaſion of 
a God be engrafted in Nature, yet Education may contri- 
bute to frame different Ideas of him, and to propagate 
various Worſhips : Some People fell before a Crocodile, o- 
thers before a Ked-Cloth, the Romans worſhip'd Men, 
and ſome Indian the Devil: When once Ignorance had 
hatch'd theſe monſtrous Ideas of God, and Authority had 
given them Credit, Education ſpread the Errour, and 
handed it down to Poſterity: But the Notion of a Divi- 
nity preceded the Infection of Education, and Men be- 


lieved a ſupream Being, and a true God, before they ſet 


up the Statues of a falſe one. 

grant that the different Sects which divide, and ſub- 
divide Chriſtianity, owe their Propagation to Education 
mean generally) and what wonder? For Chriſtianity 
is a reveal*dReligion, its Myſteries lie above the reach of 
Nature, our Underſtanding cannot come at them, God 
himſelf has been pleas'd to communicate them, he has 
writ them on Paper, not on our Hearts, and we mult 
hear them before we can believe them: Parents take care, 
either by themſelves, or others, to inſtill into their Chil- 
dren the Principles of thoſe Sects they profeſs, and to 
chuſe for them a Religion before they can make any 
Choice for themſelves: Thus moſt Men enter upon their 
Parems Religions, as they do upon their Eſtates, and re- 
- ſolve that, which will convey them into an endleſs Mi- 
ſery or Happineſs, into meer Education: But the Exiſt- 
ence of a God is printed in our Nature; we know it 
without the Help of external Revelation or Preaching ; 
we are our own Scripture, our own Apoſtles. _ 

But do not think, I deny Education can have any part 
in framing in us the Knowledge of a God; tho! it be na- 
tural for a Mother to love her Children, and for a Child 
to reſpe& his Mother, yet Education concurs, this draws 
up thoſe reciprocal Duties in more lively Colours, and 
puts the laſt Hand to the rough 5 of Nature: Juſt 
ſo is our preſent Controverſy, tho' Nature leads us to 
the Knowledge of a God, yet Education haſtens it; this 
brightens oftentimes the Idea, and poliſhes it with In- 


ſtructions and Precepts: Thus, my Lord, I have return'd 
* | 5 


* 


m Anſwet to your ObjeQion; and without the leaſt 
Grain, of Partiality prov'd, that A:4te/ts retreat in vain 

to Education. nt] e 
Theo. What you deny to Education cannot be refus'd to 
Policy. This Whim of a God was hatch'd in ſome Clo- 
ſet by a ſecret Fancto of Stateſmen. It firſt iſſu'd from 
the Court, and was probabiy polled into the Country by 
Proclamation ; Authority ſent it Abroad, Fear kept it 
Countenance, and at laſt the Stamp of Sovereignty pro- 
pagated it; the Trick took marvellouſly; the Apprehen- 
ion of a Deity, the Terrors of eternal Pains, with the 
flattering Allurements of eternal Pleaſure, aw'd the Sub- 
je into Obedience and Submiſſion ; and then theſe Ef- 
tes, ſo beneficial to Government, eaſily per{waded Prin- 
ces to cheriſh the Illuſion, and to — up the Impollure. 
Euſeb. Good God! That Men ſhould be ſo wiſe to de- 
ceiye themſelves ! Is the Belief of a God fo condueing to 
the buoying up of human Society? So neceſſary for the 
ſuppreſſing of Diſorders? And the Corſcrvation of a juſt 
dubordiuation? ? I were then te be wiſh'd, at lealt, there 
were ſuch a Thing, and where. l of the great Couuſel of 
the Nation, I would offer a Bill to. both the Houſes for 
the Extirpation of Atheiſts, who endeavour to deptive the 
State of ſo excellent an Inſtrument of Government. But 
lis ſtrauge, that Man, into whole Soul, Nature, Chance 
or Neceſſity, or what you think fit to call his originary 
Cauſe, have breath'd ſuch a Sympathy to Commerce, 
ſuch an Inclination to Society, ſhould have left him ſo 
naked of thoſe Materials that are neceſſary for carrying. on 
any (table Correſpondence, that he is forc'd to have Re- 
courſe to FiQion, to flie ro Forgery, and to build the 
whole Frame of mutual Communication on Cheats, that 
are the Bane of Society, the Plague of Converſation, the 
Diſturbers of Peace, and declar'd Enemies to Order. 
Secondly, What Machiavel ficlt rais'd this Spirit, that all 
the Power of Wit pointed with Debauchery, has never 
been able ro conjure down; what great Nebuchodopozor 
tear'd up this gigantick Statue of a Deity, and then com- 
nanded all People and Nations to fall down and wor ſhip it? 
Where did he keep his Court ? In what part of the World 
did he Reign? In what Olympiad did he Live? A cre- 
lible return to theſe few Qzeries might poſſibl7 make 
ſome Impreſſion on: ene 0 : But an Hypotheſis io 
, | the 
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the Air, that wants the Prop of Proofs, that is ſuſtain'd 
by meer ConjeQure or Poſſibiliiy, muſt fall to the 
round: Authority without Reaſon makes but a lean 
Figure, and if you intend to win our Faith, firſt ſubdue 
our mm yrs | | - ; 
Thirdly, If the Notion of a Deity be a meer Trick of 
Stateſmen, a ſly Invention of Princes; methinks th 
ſhould not ſtartle at the Monſter, they only fram'd to if 
fright others; they may turn their Subject's Fears into Di-! 
verſion, as well as Profit, and applaud their Cunning for . 
this double Advantage of Obedience and Pleaſure; but MW © 
we ſee the contrary ; Stateſmen are no more ſecure from t. 
Throws of Conſcience, than the Mechanicks, nor the tt 
Prince, than the Peaſant; the Terrors of a God often MI ” 
riſe with the Character; great Men moſt dread his Juſtice, M 4 
becauſe they moſt offend his Goodneſs. I ask then, how MW " 
thoſe who fourb'd others, become Dupes to their own MW *? 
| Contrivances ? If by Seate-Magick they conjur'd up this M K 
Phantom, why do they tremble at it? Did all the Prin- P. 
ces of the World die inteſtati, without 1 this MW ©! 
great arcanum Imperii to their Succeſſors? Were they 
cut off in one Night as the firſt-born of Æeypt? Or did th 
they intomb this grand Secret with their Bodies? A Man 7% 
that can ſwallow theſe Abſurdities, rather wants Helle. P. 
bore than Arguments, and I would ſooner recommend M 
him to a Phy/ician than a Philoſopher. on 
Foarthly,T hat Hero of your Faction, the great Mr. Hob6;, Ye 
that able Politician, who wheedled himſelf firſt, and an 
then a conſiderable part of the Nobility out of Conſci- tte 
ence and Religion too: That Hobbs, I fay, who has WW 2% 
left us a Draught of Government, I mean of Atheillical I lib 
Policy, in Folio: Who knows as little what he ſays, as W tue 
what he believes, croſſes upon your Syſtem ; he rather 
lays the Knavery at the Subjects Doot, than at the Prin- te 
ces, and affirms point Blank the ſetting up of a God was Go 
to drive home Liberty, and to pen up Sovereignty, to 
countenance Diſobedience, and to clipthe Wings of Au- 
thority : Ie is impoſſible, ſays he, a Common-wealth ſhould 
ſtand, where any other but the Sovereign hath a Power 
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greater Reward than the Life preſent, and eternal Tor 


ment a greater Puniſbment than the Death of Nature, it i not 
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ething worthy to be well conſider d of all Men, that defire hy 
obeying Authority to avoid the Calamities of Confuſion and 
Civil Mar, and what is meant in Holy Scripture by Life Eter- 
nal, and Torments Eternal; and then he lays before his 
Reader as fine a Scheme of Life and Death Eternal, as a 
Libertine can deſire, or an Atheiſt invent: According to 
this Gentleman, thoſe Princes that firſt ſet up the Notion 
of a God upon political Ends, were but puny Statiſts, 
they were as unacquainted with their Intereſt as the Max- 
ims of Ruling, for conſtituting a ſupetiour Power, that 
could reward more liberally, and puniſh more ſeverely 
than they ; they ſuggeſted new Pretences of Revolt to 
their Subjects, and ſhew'd a Secret till then unknown, 
viz. that on Occaſions they might War upon their Lea- 
ders, not only without Sin, but even with Merit: For 
in the Hypotheſis of a God, this Maxim is evident, Godi:s 
to be obey d before Man; now Experience teaches us, that 
Knaves can eaſily perſwade the Mob, any Inj unction of a 
Prince that lies a little heavy, is againſt God, and when 
once this Frenzy has ſeiz'd upon the Brains of the Vulgar, 
they flie to Arms, they ſlay out of Zeal, they butcher 


their Fellow - Subjects out of Devotion, and veil the Pre- 


rogative to Property, and the Crown to the Prong and 
Pitch. fort: Theſe, I ſuppoſe, are the Reaſons that move 
Mr. Hobbs to caution Princes againſt Religion, to queſti- 
on the Rewards of Vertue, and the Puniſhments of Vice: 


You ſee how you recede from the Opinion of Mr. Hobbs, 
and leave your Patriarch in the Lurch : It's unkind to - 


tfeat a Gentleman with ſo little Ceremony, to whom you 
owe ſo much; he firſt brought Atbeiſi into Credit, and 
like the Gyant in the Fable, firſt war'd openly upon Ver- 
tue, and then turn'd his Fury againſt Heaven: He mo- 
dell'd you into a kind of Society, who before rang'd about 
the World like the wild Tartars or Arahians, without 
Government or Order: *T was he firſt cais'd Impudence 
to a Science, Frenzy to Wit, and Infidelity to Religion: 
From him you borrow your Errors, and even Arms to 
defend them : Why then will you diſoblige a Man to 
whom your whole Fraternity ſtands indebted ? 

In a Wotd, the Belief of a Divinity could never be im- 
pos'd on Mankind by the cunning of any Prince or 
Stateſman ; for when one Man attempts to over-reach a- 
nother, he has recuurſe, Who! doubt, to Reaſon ; NOW 
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I cannot perſwade my ſelf that Reaſon can venta 
Cheat that Reaſon cannot diſcover; for it's evident the 
Belief of a ſupream Being carries Dread and Terror a- 

1 


long with it; it humbles Pride, checks Lewdneſs, and 
curbs the E of Senſuality; it preſcribes Laws 
to Intereſt, and Bounds to Pleaſure, it reſtrains Thoughts q 
no leſs than Actions; then how can a Man in his Wis MW y 
preſume, that upon the bare Propoſition of the Doctrine, Nc 
without any ſerious Examen, without the Recommenda- | ; 
tion of plauſible Arguments, all Men ſhould fwallow the u 
Impoſture, and vote the Being of a God at the Expence MW {4 
of their darling and favourite Prerogative Liberty, of MW + 
their Quiet and Tranquility? Before you can admit ſo R 
palpable an Abſurdity, you muſt ſuppoſe all Mankind MW v 
flung up their Reaſon for Company-take, or run mad to tr 
keep up the Frolick : You muit ſuppoſe our Anceſtors © y, 
were of another Species, than we, that their Inclinations W G 
croſs'd on ours, they plac'd their Pleaſure not in En-M th 
joyment but Self-denial, their Liberty in Conſtraint, and MW ay 
their Happineſs in Trembling. 

But if you ſay they embrac'd the Tenets on Grounds Ml «4 
fallacious at Bottom, but glaz'd over with the plauſible MW th. 
Varniſh of Sophiſtry and Paralogiſin ; it's ſtrange, that I it! 
Reaſon after a hundred Attempts, for the ſpace of many i i | 
Ages, has never been able to tear off the Diſguiſe, or to ph 
diſcover the Fallacity that was contrived by Reaſon : fat 
And yet it is more aſtoniſhing, that the univeſal Reaſon W jn; 
of Mankind has been wretchedly enſnar'd and blinded W ng 
to ſo prodigious a Degree, as to take thoſe Proofs for W the 
reaſonable and ſolid, which upon the Principles of. Athe- MW Gr 
iſts, were never able to give any rational Account of Co 
God's Exiſtence, either by his Effects or Operations: 
You cannot believe this, unleſs you believe that Reaſon 
it ſelf is unreaſonable, or that the Reaſon of all the 
World was over-reach'd by that of one crafiy Politician. 
If you dare venture to clap in with this Abſurdity, ! 
muſt confeſs your Faith is Facile and Comprebenſive in 
fome Caſes, tho? ſtreight-lac'd in others; and you can- 
not refuſe to believe a God, unleſs you own it's in yout 
Power to believe what is morally impoſſible, but not 
what is highly credible. To conclude, you have un- 
riddled the Secret; it's a meer State · Kugine, you ſay, 1 
petty Craft to fright fome, and flatter others * Obe- 
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dience; disband therefore your Fears, run from Conſci- 
ence, or out- grow it, place Good and Evil on the ſame 
Level, for nothing can be Evil below, unleſs there be a 
ſupream Law - giver above. A Child will ſcream out at 
its Nurſe, under the diſguiſe of a Vizard, but take iff, 
and he turns the very Obje& of Fear into Play and Di- 
verſion; You have unmask'd the Fourbery, you have diſ- 
cover'd the Impoſture, why have you leſs Aſſurance than 
a Child? Why leſs Diſcretion ? Why do you till ſweat 
under the Awe of a Deity, and ſometimes groan under 
the Laſhes of Conſcience? If you have been gull'd into 
theſe Frights, diſcourſe your ſelf out of them; Fear and 
Remorſe are not very entertaining: If a Syllogiſm or two 
would rid you of theſe Incumbrances, I would have you 
try Conclufions : But alas! Your own Breaſts confutes 
your Pretenſions, when you affirm the Impreſſion of a 
God is nothing buta Trick, your Tongue trembles toge- 
ther with your Heart, and like a Criminal at the Bar, you 
ayow the Fact by a faint Denial. 

Theo. Your Diſcourſe amounts to this, that no Error 
can invade and ſubdue all Mankind: Now can any 
thing be imagin'd more univerſal than Polytheiſm? Did 
it not run through all Countries, as well as all Times? Did 
it not ſweep away the Rich with the Poor? The Philoſo- 
pher with the IIliterate? And the Prince with the Pea- 
fant ? Through what Gate did this profane W orſhip creep 
into the World? If many Gods may be foiſted in, why 
not one? Does the Greatneſs of the Abſurdity facilitate 
the Impoſture ? Becanſe a Plurality of Gods ſhocks Rea- 
ſon, more than an Unity, can Reaſon eaſier overlook the 
Contradiction? Does the Cheat lie out of Sight, becauſe 
a Child may diſcover it ? - 

Euſeb. Polytheiſm ( tho? it ſpread wide) was never U- 
niverſal : We know as ſure when it was not, and when 
It begun, as paſt TranfaQions can be known: The Me- 
mory of things paſt can only run down to us through the 
Channel of Tradition; Authors both Sacred and Pro- 
phane mark its Origin; it takes its Riſe from the Tower 
of Babel, and the firſt Emperor was Metamorphoꝛ'd into 
the firſt Deity : Nor did it infeQ all People; ſome Mil- 
lions of Fews deteſted the Sacrilege, and there are ma- 
ny probable ConjeQures in ſpite of the Sorboxe, that the 
Vorſhip of one God continu'd in China two thouſand 
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Years : But however, ſince the Birth of Chriſtianity, Po- 
lytheiſm has loft Credit and Empire, it only reigns 
where Ignorance and Barbarity domineer, and thoſe 
poor Creatures hug the Cheat who are willing to be de- 
Lu Sn TN t 

Moreover, the Philoſophers and wiſe Men of all Ages 


and Countries receded from the Multitude in this mon- 


ſtrous Veneration : Plato confeſs'd he was a Pohyrheiſt 
when he ſpoke in jeſt, but a Theiſt when he ſpoke in ear- 
neſt : C:ceroralliesthe State Theology, and drolls upon thoſe 
Gods in his Books he ador'd in the Capitol: Seneca bur- 
leſques the Multiplicity of Divinities; and, in a Word, 
all the Heathen Divines as well as Poets evidently demon- 
ſtrate, that thoſe believ'd in many Gods, whofollow'd Cu- 
ſtom, and thoſe in one who obey'd Reaſon : So that, 
tho? the wiſe Men were not guilty of the Error, they were 
of the Sin, becauſe they ſwam down the Stream with the 
Vulgar, they burnt Incenſe to Stones, offer'd Victims to 
Statues, and approv'd in their Actions what they con- 
demn'd in their Judgment. | 5 5 
Nay, if we believe Tertullian, the very Multitude in 
their ſudden Frights look'd up to Heaven, not the Capi- 
tol, and invok'd one God, not many: Whence we may 
draw with him this Inference, that Nature profeſs'd one 
God, whilſt Corruption and Ignorance allow'd of zbirty 
Thouſand : But belides, in vain you beg univerſally of 
the Vulgar, the Vote of the Multitude ſeparated from the 
Approbation of the wile, is no more to be regarded than 
the Opinion of Bezhlems ; their Authority can be of no 
greater Weight, than that of Children, who have Reaſon, 
but cannot uſe it: They know as little what they do, as 
why : They act by no other Rule than Paſſion or Cuſtom: 
Like frighted Sheep one treads on the Heels of another, 
and the Miltake of the firſt is follow'd by that of the 
whole Flock: In fine, they judge at Random, take things 
upon Truſt, and ſtamp Truth and Falſhood with the 
ſame Impreſſion ; and ſo leave us no Marks to diſcover 
the Impoſture. | „ 1 
But again, your Argument is ſo far from enervating 
my Diſcourſe, that it confirms it: People had never a- 
dor'd falſe Gods, had they not been firſt perſwaded there 
was a true one; as a Picture ſuppoſes ſome real Original, 
ſo 2 counterfeit Excellency ſuppoſes a real one: Who 
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would counterfeit Guineas if there was no ſuch Coin? 
Or cheat the World with falſe Diamonds if there were 
no true ones in Nature? The Heathens ador'd falſe Gods; 
I think we may therefore with a great deal of Proba- 
bility infer, that Nature taught them there was a true 
one. 7 . | SY 

Now it's no hard Task to convince a Man that will 
ſtoop to Reaſon, that Polytheiſm might eaſily be ſer on 
Foot by Craft, Policy, or Corruption, though the Belief 
of one God could not: Firſt, To ſatisfy the Senſes, Men 
made God Viſible : Secondly, To content the Imagination, 
that could not crowd all the PerfeQions of God in one 
Idea, they multiply'd the Divinity; then Blindneſs 
growing upon them with the Superſtition, thoſe things 
that were intended to repreſent his Petfections were ap- 
plied to Men; and then Darkneſs ſeiz'd upon them to 
that Degree, that they deified Diſeaſes, and adored thoſe 
Obſcenities in their Temples, they durſt not name in 
civil Company. Laſtly, To favour their Paſſions, and to 
give full Wing to unreaſonable Appetites, they placed 
Adulterers in Heaven, Strumpets on Altars, and adored 
all Vices, that they might be exempt from the Practice 
of all Vertues; for who durſt condemn what they ador'd? 
Or puniſh what they worſhip'd ? What Crime might not 
be committed at Home with Honour and Impunity, that 
was reverenc'd in the Temples with Proſtitution and 
Victims? . | 

But if this Account does not pleaſe you, pray attend, 
and I hope you will receive full Satisfaction. Polytbeiſm 
is a Sin of the deepeſt Dye, and therefore we cannot 
imagine Men. plung'd into the very depth of Wicked» 
neſs without previous Diſpoſitions. Crimes, like natural 
Bodies, do not ſhoot out in a Moment, but leiſurely : Ne- 
mo repente fit poſſi mus. Idolatry like all other monſtrous Of- 
fences came upon us by Degrees; firſt Men carv'd Sta- 
tues, then they honour'd them, and, in fine, ador'd them; 
and as the Cauſe of mak ing them was various, ſo that of 
defying them was alſo : A Father, ſays the wiſe Man, 
afflicted with untimely. Mourning, when he had made 
the Image of his Child taken away, now honoured him 
as a God, which was then a dead Man; and ſome fell 
into ſo deſperate an Ignorance, as to ere Statues and 
Altars to thoſe very Perſons they mourn'd for; they con- 
„ 8 ſtituted 
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3 ſor the Dead as Cures for the Grief 
of the Living. Sacra ſact᷑a ſunt que furrant aſſumpta So“ 
latia. Min. E 1 ; 7 fa 9 * . * Py 

In ſome places Idolatry ſprung from the Pride of Prin- 
ces, who l1ubſtituted- their Statues to ſupply their Pre- 
ſence, and commanded their SubjeQs to pay their Repre- 
ſentative the Reſpect due to their Perſons ; and this 
Worſhip, though civil in its Origin, ſwell'd into Adorati- 
on by the ſervile Flattery of ſome, and the ſtupendious 
Blindnefs of others, and when once the Gate flew open 
to Illuſion, Idolatry ruſn'd into the World like a Torrent, 
and bore down all before it. 
ador'd whiiſt he liv'd : Alexander obtain'd Worſhip of 
the Perſians, but could not of his Macedonians ; theſe 
to ſet up their Valour would never own their King was 
a God, the others deified their Conquerour-to palliate the 
ſhame of their Defeat: The Roman Cæſars lov'd rather 
to be fear'd while they lived, than adored; they would 
firſt die before they would be thought immortal, and pre- 
tended no right to Sacrifices till Death cut off all Claim 
to Government; but then the ignorant Multitude and 
fawning Magiſtrate plac'd their Princes above the Stars, 
and built Temples to thoſe whom they ſtabb'd in the Se- 
nate, or flung into the Common-ſhores. 

In other Places, Polytheiſm and Idolatry came from 
Gratitude; the People dedicated Statues to thoſe famous 
Men, who firſt founded their Cities, or improv'd them, 
who fram'd Laws, or invented Arts: And in Proceſs of 
Time, the exterior Marks of Gratitude became Divine 
Worfhip: If you doubt of theſe Occaſions, let me re- 
commend to your peruſal Ladantiins, Philaſtrius, Arnobi- 
«: and Min. Felix, and | am confident you will urge no 
more for Satisfaction : Now if you ask me why the No- 
tion of one God could not be impos'd on Mankind by 
ignorance, Stupidity and Cuſtom, as well as Idolatry and 
Folytheiſm ; I can only defire you to ſpend a Moment's 
Reflection on what I have ſaid already, + 
Theo. | perceive then you will not admit it poſſible, 
that any Errour can be Univerſal : Pray do not balance 
oh Matter of Fact with Speculation. Did not all the 


orld believe the Artipodes impoſſible? And do not the 
Clowns of all Nations to this Day, take the Moon or Sun 
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Zuſeb. Whether an Errour can be Univerfal or no, is 
not my Concern; tho? Ariſtotle denies it, and tho' it can 
never be made out by any Fact, that ſuch an Errour'is 
poſſible, yet if a Confeſſion will be any Advantage to 
your Cauſe, pray take it ; however, I maintain, that the 
Perſwation of a God cannot poſſibly be ſuch ; and I think 
that the Aſſertion is made pretty clear already, yet to 
fatisfie Doubts, and to cut off all Reply, I add an Argu- 
ment, which has all the Appearance of Conviction. *' 
There is a natural Light in Man's Underſtanding, that 
never deceives him; but then there is a Prejudice that 
always does: Were we exempt from this, we ſhould ſel- 
dom be in the wrong, and were we deveſted of that, 
we ſhould never be in the right; we cannot throw our 
Miſtakes on any in-bred Quality of the IntelleQ, for 
then falſe Judgments would be natural to it, and ſo we 
might take up with the Scepticks, and doubt of all 
Things, or rather we ſhould be aſſur'd of this alone, 
that we were always in Errour. » t 

There are two Sources of Errour, the one Exterior, 
which may be reduc'd to Example, Education, and So- 


phiftry ; theſe exerciſe a ſtrange Empire on the Under- 


ſtanding, they impoſe upon it to Admiration, and almoſt 
force it into Errour by propoſing Objeꝗs under falſe 

Light; hence it comes, that Lewdneſs in hot Countries, 

and Drunkenneſs in cold, paſs for Pecead:llo's, although in 

themſelves they are great Offences: The interior Cauſes 

are Three, the Senſes, Imagination, and Paſſion, and any 

of theſe are able to propole-things in borrow'd Colours, 

and repreſent them to the Underſtanding quite different 

from themſelves; thus a Star having been repreſerited to 

us from our Cradle no bigger than a Candle, we have 

found fome difficulty- to be diſabuſed, not being able to 

teconcile the ſmall Idea we take from our Senſe, to that 

vaſt one we receive from Reaſon; our Imagination has 

deen ſo employ'd in Matter, that it gives even Spirits its 

Properties; we are no more able to imagine our Souls 

without Extenſion, than a Mountain without a Valley; 

the Will being engag'd by Paſſion, by aſſes the Under- 

ſtanding, and forcing it to judge true whatever ſtands for 
our Advantage, leads us into a thouſand Errors, and then 

us very hard to diſcover the Miſtake, when 'tis our 
lutereſt to be deceiv'd :- Now, I ſay, the — 
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Belief of a God, cannot be aſcribed either to the exte- 
rior Cauſes of Errour, or to the Interiour: The firſt of 
the Atlertion ſtands firm on thoſe Reaſons I have alrea- 
dy brought; the ſecond I prove beyond a Poſſibility of 
The Belief of a Deity cannot with any Colour of Rea- 
ſon be ſuppos'd to flow from any of theſe general Ori- 
ins of Illafion, if it be rather contrary than conforma- 
le to them, if they rather prompt us to believe there is 
no God, than that there is one; for what Errour can 


ſpring from thoſe Cauſes, that have no Proportion to it, 


that rather ſtifle than foment it ? Now, I appeal to A- 
thieſts themſelves, whether they owe not a great part of 
their criminal Incredulity to Senſe, Imagination, and 
Corruption of Heart; they have been ſo long accuſtom'd 
to juggle by Senſe, that they ſeem to have loſt the Fa- 
culty of Reaſoning ; they reject as Sophiſtry or empty 
Speculation whatever cannot fall under Senſation ; they 
tell us, they cannot admit God to be the Object of their 
Faith, becauſe he cannot be that of their Senſe ; their 
Imagination is loſt in the Survey of his Eternity and 
Immenſity, they cannot frame to themſelves any tole- 
rable Idea of his Eſſence, nor what he did, nor where he 
was before the World's Creation, and then this Nenplu: 
of the Imagination puzzles the Underſtanding, and fo 
| deny his Being, becauſe they do not conceive his 
Eſſence, Attributes, and Occupation: In fine, the taint- 
ed Inclinations that tyrannize over the Heart, level all 
their Engines againſt God's Exiſtence, becauſe this Truth 
cutbs their Inſolence, and if it does not correct their 
Irregularity, at leaſt jt abates their Violence. 

Leet therefore all the World, if you pleaſe, for maiy 
Ages deny the Axtipodes, let them believe the fir Stars are 
no bigger than the Flame of a Taper, or that the Moon 
equals the Sun; the very Hiypotheſis favours me; this uni- 
ver ſal Miſtake aſſures me almoſt above Demonſtration, 
that thoſe who confeſs a God are not deluded: For {it 
thouſand Vears the Senſes have brought Negative Argu- 
ments againſt the Exiſtence of a Divinity. Imagination 
has conjur'd up a hundred Difficulties, and thrown 35 
many Prejudices in our way, the extream Wickedneſs ot 
moſt Men has made 0 God their Intereſt, and it has con- 
quer'd their Deſires, and cortupted thefe Wiſhes : 1 * » 
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ſpight of Senſe, in ſpight of Imagination; maugre all 


the Bribes of Senſuality, the Flattery of Appetite, and 


Violence of Paſſions, that always raiſe Doubts in the 
Face of Evidence, in the Preſence of Demonſtration, the 
Belief of a God has ſtood unſhaken, it has ſubdu'd the 
moſt obdurate, enlighten d the moſt ſtupid, ſcar'd the 
moſt profligate, and overcome the moſt rebel lious; all 
Nations, in all Ages, have acknowledged his Being; and 
even thoſe who pretend to be Athieſts cannot clear tnem- 
ſelves of Doubts, their Fears are more certain than their 


Judgment, and they quake before the No thing they 


laught at. 

Judge now whether the Belief of a God can be the 
Effect of Prejudice, ſeeing it wars upon the very Ptinci- 
ples of Errour, and maintain its Empire over the Judg- 
ments of Men, meerly becauſe no Prejudice can with- 
ſtand it. I conclude therefore, this univerſal Conſent, 
this harmonious Concord of Men in Cuftoms different, 
oppoſite in Intereſt, and almoſt contrary the one' to the 
other in Complexion, as well as Features, cannot pro- 


ceed from any Thing, but the Conviction of'a Truth 


God breath'd into our Souls when he efpons'd them to 
our Bodies, he 'twiſted it with our Nature, and ſo has 
fenc?d it againſt the Aſſaults of Time, Cuſtom, and Incli- 
nation, he has aſſur'd it againſt the falſe Intelligence of 
Senſe, and the confounding Impreſſion of Imagination: 
You may as ſoon debauch the Sun out of the Zodiack, 
as this indelible Truth out of your Heart, or diſpute an 
AÆtbiopian white, as reaſon a God into a CH mera: No 
Armour is Proof againſt the Point of this Truth, there is 
no Shelter againſt the Force of this invincible Argument. 
eee commenta delet dies. Nature judicia confirmat. 

ime wears out the Fiction of Opinion, and unmasks 


the Falfity of ill-founded Perſwafions, but then it cor- 


roborates the DiQates, confirms the Judgments of Na- 
ture; and when a Notion has ſtood the Trial of all Na- 
tions, and endur'd the Teſt of all Ages, tis a Sign it 
ſprings from Nature, not from Caprice or Illuſion, + 
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DIALOGUE xv. 


From the axiverſal Conſent of Nations, it follows, that 
this Propoſition, there is a G ON, can be mo more 
doubtful than this, there was ſuch a Man as Ceſar. 
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Theo. Nothing but Evidencedraws out the Confeſſion; 
| cannot doubt when Demonſtration aſſures me, and I 
muſt waver, if bare Conjectures ſupport me. 

Euſeb. Pray, by which Propoſition of Mathematicks 
do you demonttrate Ceſar was? | 

Theo, You are in a Vein of Bantering ſurely ; paſt 
Matters of Fact neither require, nor are capable of Ma- 
thematical Proofs, they ate not to be made out by Sines or 
Tangents, they ſtand on the Baſis of Authority, and are 
only convey'd to our Knowledge by Tradition: Now l 
ſuppoſe the joint Conſent of all Men, and all Ages, is 
able to make any paſt Tranſaction credible. 

Enſeb. Your Arithmetick runs too high; what do you 
talk of all Men? The tenth Part of Mankind has heard 
leſs of Ceſar, than of Domingo's Voyage to the Moon: 
It you ſend Hue and Cry after this great Conqueror into 
the Country, nine Parts of ten will take him fooner for a 
Highway-Man, than an Emperor, and rather ſuppoſe he 
had taken a Purſe, than conquer'd the World: Other 
Countries of Europe are as little acquainted with this 
Hero as ours: He is abſolutely loſt to China-and Japan; 
his Feats never ſwam over into America, and his Obſcu- 
rity even in Mia and Africa is far greater than his Re- 
nown; his Memory is only confin'd to Books, it lives 
among Pedants and School-Boys. | 

Theo. Tis true, but the Tradition, tho? not phyſically 
Univerſal, is morally ſo; and this ſuffices to make the 
Fact certain. | | 

Euſeb. Nay, Sir! I am abſolutely for you, and did you 
not believe there was ſuch a Man as Cæſur, I ſhould 
perſwade you to turn Auchoret, to take up in Foreſts, 
and forſwear all human Society; for in Reality, you 
would be as ill rigg'd out for Converſation as Baſftoes or 
Buzzards ; but then if upon leſs Grounds you believe 
there has been ſuch a Man as Ceſar, why do you refuſe 
to believe a God upon greater? | 

Theo, What? Do you pretend the Motives that prove 
ol _ are more cogent, than thoſe that prove Cæſar has 

Fo e | 
Euſeb. I do: For not a tenth Part of the World has 
ever heard of Ceſar, and every Man from the firſt Ori- 
gin of Things, I ſay, every Man that has been able to 
diſcourſe, tolink together Antecedents and Con „ 

| | | as 
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has conſeſs d there is a ſupream Being; ſo that if we ap- 
pool to Number, and put the Iſſue of the Controverſy to 
Vote, the Being of a God carries the Day: As there is 
not Proportion between the Authority that ſtands for Cæſar, 
and that which ſtands for God, ſo there can be no 
— between the Certainty of one, and of the 
er. | 
Beſides, thoſe who atteſt Ceſar has been, had no Inte- 
reſt to deny it; they got no more by his Being, than by 
his not Being; the one did not advance their Fortune, 
nor the other recoil it: But a conſiderable part of thoſe 
who avouch for a God, were intereſted in his not Being, 
they were Men ſunk in Lewdneſs, and loſt in Debauche- 
ry, their Hands were dyed in Blood, Rapine and Sacri- 
lege, and their Hearts defil'd with the moſt crying Abo- 
minations; they wiſh'd there were no God, becauſe 
they liv'd as if there were none; their Intereſt voted 
him down, yet their Judgments could not. The Rack 
of their wounded Conſciences told them, there was a 
God; and though they apprehended his Jultice, they had 
not the Boldneſs to diſown it: If therefore thoſe Men 
deferve more Credit who ſpeak againſt their own Inte- 
reſts, than thoſe who do not, this ſingle Circumſtance 
makes the Being of God more certain than that of 


Ceſar. 


Theo. There is Excedens and Exceſſum; if we go to 


Polling, you may perchance gain the Suit, but if to Evi- 
dence, the Cauſe is mine. Ihe Authority of a few built 
on Evidence weighs ten times more than the Authority 
of many deſtitute of Reaſon. Thus the Caſe ſtands be- 
tween you and me; more Witneſs for God, than for 
Ceſar, but then the Authority of thoſe who maintain a 
God is ſupported by Fancy alone and Caprice. 
Exſeb. That is, all Men eſpouſed the Belief of a God 
without Reaſon, What? Can a Man affirm ſuch an ama- 
zing Impoſſibility, and boggle at any Thing? A wile 
Man may ſometimes be impos'd on by ſubtle Appearan- 
ces, he may graſp: a Shadow for the Subſtance, and 
take counterfeit Reaſon, as well as adulterate Coin: But 
to ſay all Mankind took up the Belief of a God on 2 
Frolick, without Reaſon, nay, againſt the Intereſt of the 
greater Part, is to ſuppoſe them ſtruck at a clap with 
the Spicit of Folly and Madneſs ; tis to ſuppoſe thew 
| | irrational, 
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irrational, and by Inference, not Men ; and what can 
fancy frame more prodigious, than than a Man of Parts 
ſhould believe this Epidemical Lunacy without any 
Ground or Reaſon. If Caprice has ſent about this Frolick ; 
if it has polted it away to every Corner of the habitable 
World; methinks we have right to expeQ it may play 
little Pranks in things of another Nature. Why have 
the Gentry never yet flung Teuæbury Muſtard Balls into 
their own Houſes, and toſs'd the Frenzy thro' the whole 
Nation? Why have they never conſpir'd the Ruin of 

Vintners by withdrawing their Cuſtom, or ſuppreſs'd the 
Inns of Court by compoſing Law Suits a  amrable ? 
Could we ſee Aſſociations carry on theſe petty Frolicks, 
we might perchance have ſome Inclination to think more 
Univerſal were poſſible, but till you give me an In- 
ſtance, you muſt pardon my Incredulity. 

Now 'tis time to take into Conſideration your pre- 
tended Advantage: The Proofs for Cæſar's Being are re- 
ſolv'd, ſay you, into the Evidence of Senſe, thoſe for 
God's Exiſtence are not, therefore the Authority that 
ſtands for Ceſar, exceeds that which ſtands for God, in 
the ſame Proportion that Certitude drawn from the Per- 
ceptions of Senſe, ſurpaſſes the Certitude taken from 
any other Faculty. 

Firſt, Suppoſing the Evidence which ſtands for C 
be greater, tis falſe Logick to conclude, that the Evi- 
dence of a God, grounded on the moſt univerſal Conſent 
that ever was in the World, is inſufficient to ſecure a 
wiſe Man from Doubt: For certainly ſomething below 
ſupream Evidence will ſuffice; and if you will notgrant 
me this, it evidently follows, you can be ſure of no- 
thing but what you ſee; for the Experience of your 
own Eyes is ten times more convincing than that of 
another, let it be appiy'd to you by the moſt full Autho- 
rity that can be imagin'd. | : 

Secondly, You cannot refuſe your Aſſent to the Exi- 
ſtence of a God upon account that the univerſal Autho- 
rity of Mankind is not founded on Senfation: For then 
you undermine and blow up the Foundation of Azbeiſm, 
and Apoſtate from Incredulity ; for either you are an Epi- 
curean, or Ariſtotelian Atheiſt, id eſt, you believe the 
World was compos'd by Chance of Atoms, or was ab 
æterno : Take which you pleaſe ; if the firſt, pray tell 

5 | me, 
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me, did you ever fee thoſe. Atoms? Did you ever view 
their Motion ? Was you preſent. when. they danc'd the 
Hay? Or produc'd the World by a Turn of Barnaby? 
Did at leaſt either Epicurus or Democritus aſſure their ( 
Scholars they ſaw this ſcuffle? Can they tell us the Names ] 
of their Generals? The Number of their Squadrons ? f 
Or Batallions? How long the Conflict laſted? And up- 1 
on what Articles the Peace was agreed on? If the ſecond, 
I defire ro know what ocular Certainty you bave of the 1 
World's Eternity; could any Man be preſent at this Tf 
ſtrange Production before he was, id eſt, could he exiſt it 
before Eternity? Theſe things go down with Azbei/ts, P. 
without chewing, without examez ; they believe em, tho' Il © 
no Body ever ſaw em, and what is yet more admirable, W 
without any Authority to recommend 'em, nay, in 
ſpite of Authority, and againſt the moſt evident Con- ed 
Wi viction of Reaſon ; but when the Queſtion is to believe ol 
ul a God upon the univerſal Conſent of all Nations; back'd Un 
with all the Force of Reaſon, they beg our Pardon, they Il 2” 
us cannot captivate their Underſtanding to the Belief of a ,. 
_ ' thing that has never been ſeen? Is this to build on Prin- the 
1 ciples? Yet, without doubt, you treat Principles as the 
1 | Presbyterians did the Government in Forty-Zwo, who 
| | pretended to ſettle it on a (table Bottom, yet fairly over- 
| rurn'd it. Y 
43 Thirdly, Did you not tell me, you requir'd ſuch Proofs 
mt only for a God as the Matter was capable of ? That he 
{| muſt be a Fool or a Madman, that would not believe 
there was ſuch a Place as Conſtantinople, unleſs it could 
be demonſtrated by Mathematicks? Or deny'd a God, 
becauſe he did not ſee him? For to believe the Being of 
Conſtantinople upon no other Terms than Demonſtration, 
or of God upon no Evidence but that of Senſe, is to 
require a Gonviction not poflible; for God cannot be 
ſeen by a corporeal Eye, nor can the Being of Conſtantino- 
ple be evidenc'd by Euclid: So that the Authority for a 
God cannot be enervated, becauſe it is not reſoly'd into 
Senſe: For ſuppoſe he did exiſt, and'(ſtriv'd to manifelt 
himſelf to Mankind, he never could expoſe his Eſſence 
to the Eye; ſo that you mult either ſay ſuch a corporeal 
Teſtimony is not neceſſary for a thorough Conviction of 
his Being, or that his Omnipotency cannot ſufficiently 
manifeſt it; take which you will; that cuts off your Re- 
| treat, 
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treat, and this plunges you into the Abyſs of Abſurdity 
and Blaſphemy. ei ets Hr 

 Foxrthiy, Though Ceſar was the Object of Senſe; this 
Circumſtance cannot poſlibly have any Influence on your 
Belief: This ſtands meerly on the Baſis of Authority; 
for if I ask you, why you believe there was ſuch a Man 
as Ceſar ? You mult anſwer, becaule Zxlly and others 
lived and convers'd with him : If I enquire farther how 
you know they liv'd and convers'd with him? You muſt 
reply, becauſe they ſay ſo in theic Writings : So that 
the ultimate Motive of your Belief, is their Authority, 
partly deriv'd to you by their Books, partly by the con- 
curring Teſtimony of intervening Ages; and this will 
appear more palpably, if we ſuppoſe Tally and the reſt of 
thoſe Authors, who tellus they were particularly acquaint- 
ed with Cæſar, in reality never knew him, and ſo impas'd 
on the next Age, which e, the Cheat by a con- 
tinual Tradition down to our Days: For ſtill in this Hy- 
pothefis you would believe there was ſuch a Man as Cæ- 
ſar. Why? Becauſe you have the ſame Authority, . ſo 
that their ſeeing Ceſar, or not ſeeing him, has no influence 
on your Aſcent, their Word and Credit alone ſways your 
— anne er 

But, Laſtly, I ſay that God hath been both ſeen; and 
heard, as much as a Spirit can poſſibly be of thoſe Senſes, 
and ſo the Authority of a God is not only of a farther 
extent than that for Cæſar, but it alſo leans on Reaſon, 
and what makes moſt for our preſeut Purpoſe, on the 


; + 


Evidence and Conviction of Senſe. __ mio 
. Theo. This indeed is a hardy Undertaking, and wor- 
thy of ſuch a Hero; if you bring it to a happy Concluſi- 
on, you will undermine Atheiſm, or at lealt confound it : 
But I doubt of the Succeſs, and I fear your Enterprize 


f 


Euſeb. For all that, Sir, I do not deſpond : Your pro- 
phetick Enthuſiaſm will prove in the End as fallible as 
your. Reaſons,. and you. will be as much out of your 
Prognoſtication, as your Philoſophy... 


I will not here inſiſt t e Appearances God has 
been pleas'd to make in this World, ſince he created it: 
Llingle out one, Which Infidelity it ſelf muſt believe: 
'Tis recorded in the 19th Chapter of Exodut, and hap 
pen'd Eo Months after that miraculous Delivery of t 
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* Children of /-ae! from the Servitude of the E yptians. 
I do nor ponens to impoſe this Book on your Belief, as 
the Word of God; you might then petchance accuſe 
me of your own Faults, and fayI only prove the Theſis by 
begging the Queftion in Debate : Take it as a Story, and 
fling it nor _— the Fables; till you have prov'd it one. 

en the Hoft of 1ſrae/, ſays Msfes, came into the 


Defarr of Sina, it encamp'd in the ſame place, juſt againſt 
the Mountain; then God commanded Meſes to tell the | 
People, that within three Days he would deſcend: upon 
the Mountain, and talk to the Army: The third Day ˖ 
the Clouds began to gatder, Thunder roar'd, Lightnin N 
flaſh'd, and celeſtial Trumpet ſtruck, all the Army with 8 
Fear and Amaſement; then God came down in the . 
Shape of Fire, and the whole Mountain open'd a Scene of E 
Terror; the Army trembled, and all the Fews ſunk un- f 
der the'awing Majeſty of their Creator; they heard his b 
Voice, they ſaw the Flames that environ'd him, they v 
wete both dazled and frighted with his Glory, and ſo b 
deputed Moſes to know his Will, and to receive his Com- d 
mands : He took his Brother Aaron, and Seventy-two c. 
others, who all faw the God of Iſrael; he trod on a foot - 
ſtool-compos'd of Sapphyrs like a ſerene Sky. This is in w 
fubſtance the Narration of Moſes, and the Circumſtan- 
ces of this glorious Apparition: It could not be a Trick 
of State to fright the Mobile into Obedience, no ſubtle 
Invention contriv'd in a Cloſet, or refolv'd on at a Coun- 
fel-Table; here was no acting under Board, or out of 
Sight, three Millions of Men were SpeQators, and that 
they might not afterwards take it for a Dream, or ſuſpect 
it for Illuſion, it continu'd many Days; ſo that they had 
RT ERP . ann 
Now TI argue thus; there was, you ſay, ſach a Manfl 
as Ceſar, and you believe it, becaufe that Tradition, loi 
which conveys down to you this Truth, is teſolv'd into you 
Senſe, which cannot be deceiv'd; but à more univerſal ſee 
Tradition conveys down to us the Being of a God, aud Te 
this may be alſo teſulv'd into Senſe; therefore the Aurho-W the 
rity for 4 God is greater than that for Cæſar; therefbte, lid: 
if upon Authority reſolv'd into Senſe, you believe ther: tho 
was ſuch a Man as Cæſar, upon a more utiiverſat Autho hin 
rity reſoly'd alſo into Senfe, you may and ught to belienF 2 


Theo. 


? 4 


there is a God. © 
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_ Theo, I ſuppoſe, if there be a God, he is neither Smodk 
nor Fire; it then thoſe old Gentlemen ſaw Stioak and 
Fire only, they could not ſee God; nay, he is neither 
made of Sapphyrs, nor falls under Shape ot Figure. 

Euſeb. What does this Anſwer prove, but that Atheiſts 
uſe their Reaſou to abuſe it? Jou cry out for Evidence 
of Senſe, 1 ſend you to Moſes tor Satisfaction, you read 
a Piece of the 19th Chapter, ſhut the Book, and then 
with great Coolneſs tell me, the Ifraelites ſaw. not God, 
but Fire and Smoak ; and 'tis true; but God was ander 
that Fire and Smoak ; he has no Ocgays, yet tram'd a 
Voice; and how will you have him; maniteſt himſelf to 
Senſe, but by ſomething that lies within the Sphere of 
Senſe? Alas, Sir, a Spirit is too thin to entertain our 
f Eyes or Ears, tis removed out of their Ken; the one 
1- faltens on Colours, and the other on Sound, and both 
is bring us Intelligence from Xlatter: Ir ſuch Evidence 
'y will not fatisfy yon, all I can ſay is, Atheiſts ate a ſtub- 
ſo born Generation; and nothing but Hell-Fire will ren- 
n- der them ſupple; we may pray for them indeed, but 
cannot hope to convert them. 

But, Sir, thoſe . who conversd with ca, 


what did they ſee? : 
n. ' Theo. What ſhould they ſee but Cofar? 0 OH: 
ck Euſeb. Was Ceſar # Subſtanicey? Or a Complex of 4 


tle eidents? ian | 4 

in- Theo. Vou have jeſt the; Pulpit to fit in the Chair of 
of the Scorner, becauſe you cannot reaſon me into an Im- 
nat pertinence, yous will try to laugh, me into one. Wen, 
ect Cæſar was a Subſtance, as we are a 

12d Huſeb. I ſuppoſę he was ene Colour nor Sound. 
Teo. That is certain. 

lan Exſeb. And pray w Hat have yo ever "ſeen; but Co- 
ob, our? Or what have yon ever heatd, but Sound? By 
nto your own' Confeſſion, therefote Caſar has neither been 
ral ſeen or heard: Sosthat we are ſtitll upon pretty equal 
aud Terms. I do not ſay this Compariſon rx»s an all uur, 
ho-W there may be found ſome Diſparity; but it will not inva- 
ore, lidate the Retortion Hor I find no Difference, but that 
gere thoſe: Accidents Cuyfar appeur'd under, were natural to 
ho- him, whereas thoſe that inveſted the Divinity were eee 
ie Theo. Pray ſatisty a Doubt vt two the Story is (tale, 
and being toſs'd'about three thodfand | Years, _— 
Hes ETA: oft 
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loſt nothing. Again, this ſtrange Paſſage might be foi(t- 
ed into the Text by a crafty &abbi; and in Time, what 
Aſſurance have you the Fatt is true | 
Euſeb. Firſt, The Story is ancient; true: But then Anti- 
2 and Truth are not I hope incompatible; though Pi- 
ures may-miſrepreſent by Nearneſs or Diſtance, Hiſtory 
has no ſuch nice Point as Proſpective: If it had, Atheiſm | 
would lie under no favourable Circumſtances, it would | 
have no Play for it felt; no, not the skirmiſh of Atoms, | 
or the World's eternal Duration: For without doubt, 
the Battle between theſe inviſible Legions was fought be- ö 
fote Moſes's Days; and then 'tis pretty clear, Eternity is \ 
of a ſtaler Date then Exodus: If therefore the Antiquity [ 
of the Story ſtartles your Belief, - the Relation of the 
World's Beginning by the fortuitous Coition of Atoms, 7 
or its independent i Exiſtence from Eternity puzzles U 
mine: Tis ridiculous and unreaſonable to except againſt f 
a Fact or Book, meerly becauſe they are ancient; for if n 
the Exception be receivable, you muſt fling up all Right te 
to your Ceſar, we muſt ſhake Hands with Livy, giving c 
up Plutarch, and confine our Reading as well as Credx 8 
to new Almanac tor Gazette n. 
Again, a Fact that has brav'd Time, that has ſtood the ag 
Criticiſm of four thouſand Years, and triumph'd over all ra 
the Examens of intervening Ages, carries a certain Air of 
Truth, that makes Impreſſion on the moſt obdurate Un- as 
derſtanding; whereas upſtart Facts are rather examin'd It 
by Paſſion than Reaſon, they are maintain'd and deny'd MW M 
by appobte Intereſts; both ſides raiſe a Duſt, and then M 
in the Dark *tis hard to diſtinguiſn Fruth from Falſhood. ed 
T tie: very Story I mention'd has ſharpened the Pens and Su 
exercis'd the Wits of all Ages; all thoſe Pagan Philoſo-- me 
phers that entred the Liſts againſt Chriſtianity, firſt ſtruck © La 
at the Pentateuc h, they aim'd at the Fewsſp Law, to wound | W 
that of Jeſu, Chriſt; but their | Attempts were baulk'd, MW the 
they fell in the Enterprize;; and when they could not dif-W tha 
prove the Fact, they blacken'd it, and aſcribed that to ä 
the Power of Magick, what could only be the Effect of | ſaw 
the Omnipotent. You have the Liberty to ſteer b) Tea: 
their Example, you may father this \Apparition on the it: 
Devil, but then wat will you gain but Confuſion ? For and 
i you admit a Devil directly, jau grant a God by IIla- hav, 
tion; à Devil and a God are in a manner 3 
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To the ſecond; if this Apparition might be foiſted in 
by a crafty Rabbi, by the ſame Reaſon all thoſe Paſſages 
in ancient Authors, where Ceſar is mention'd, might have 
been foiſted in alſo; ſo that if a bare Poſſibility has Force 
againſt me, it has as much againſt you: Beſides, if we 
conſider the Care the Fews took to avoid ſuch Surpriſes, 
we may be morally aſſut'd, no Corruption, no Alterati- 
on could poſſibly be contriv'd : Twelve Copies were ta- 
ken for the Twelve Tribes, then every I ribe drew as 
many more, as there were particular Synagogues in each 
Tribe, nor was this T ask committed to the Care of pri- 
vate Copies, but to Notaries, Scribes, and Overſeers ap- 
pointed by publick Authority; when every Copy was re- 
view'd by the whole Congregation, 'was laid up in the 
Treaſury of the Temple, under divers Locks, nor was it 
lawful for any without Commiſſion to touch them: Ba- 
ſides, to obviate Falſifications, the Laws of the Land pu- 
niſh'd with preſent Death thoſe who ſhould dare to add, 
to diminiſh, alter or corrupt the ſacred Text: What 
can ſecure a Book more againſt Corruption, than fo 
great a Circumſpection, fo great a Caution? Or can you 
prove that any profane Hiſtorian was fenced ſo ſtrongly 
againſt the Aſſaults of Time? Or the Miſtakes of Igno- 
rance or Malice? f a 
To the :hird; I have all the Aſſurance the Fact is true, 
as the thing is capable of, without a ſpecial Revelation: 
It was not acted in Darkneſs, but in the ſight of three 
Millions of Men: This SpeQtacle mixt with Terror and 
Majeſty, did not flaſh by, like a Lightning, but continu- 
ed many Days; ſo that the People laid not under a 
Surpriſe, but had time to call all things to a cool Exa- 
men : Again, this Apparition mov'd them to receive a 
Law clog'd with Ceremonies, and fill'd with Precepts: 
We may eaſily ſuſpect the Preſence of their Maſter ra- 
ther forc'd them to accept it, than their Inclination, and 
that they ſubmitted to the Yoak with Regret, becauſe 
they caſt it off ina Moment. Now what three Millions 
law and heard, Maſes committed to Writing; then he 
read the whole Law to the People, who ſwore to obey 
it: From theſe Spectators, partly by written Tradition, 
and partly by Oral, we have receiv'd the Fact; ſome 
have defended the Truth of the whole Book with their 
Blood, and the moſt learned Men of the World with 
11 C 3 N | their 
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of Cæſar, with the Evidence l have brou 


ſome doting Philoſophers abjur d it? Are you tempted to 
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their Pens. What greater Proof can, not Reaſon only, 
bur Od tinacy require? Compare the:Certginty you have 
57 for this, and 
you will find it inferior: Three Millions ſaw God and 
heard him, not halt that Number had a Sight of Ceſar, in 
all Probability, and as few ever heard his Voice: The 


Authority tor the one, is at leaſt as great, as that for the 


other: No Man had any intereſt to deny Ceſar, a thou- 
land to deny the Books of Meſer; that have endeavour- 
ed to fuppreis, and confute them, Emperors have pointed 
the Pagan Arguments with Swords. Kacks, and the Hor- 
ror of moſt crue} Torments, yet Chriſtians, without Num- 
ber, have rather expos'd their Bodies to the Flames, than 
thoſe Books to the Fury of Executioners, they choſe ra- 
ther to loſe their Lives, than deny thoſe Fruths they con- 
tain'd: Now mult not thoſe People be pretty ſure who 
prove Truths with their Blood? Who defend Fads, 
not with a Syllogiſm, but the Torture? And preſs home 
their Arguments with Suffering? This way of Diſ- 
pute perchance may not agree with your Temper, and 
(1 believe) you would rather deliver up your Ceſar, 
than hang tor him; bur however, you may meaſure” the 
Value other Men pur on their Lives, by the Price you 
rate your own at, and you may conclude, they would 
never part with them without good Reaſon, and an ut— 
gent Neceſſity: In fine, we may ſafely preſume, the Fad 
is true, becauſe all Antiquity has thought fo, and 'tis 
Madnets to oppoſe our Paſſion, or Reaſon againſt the 
Reaſon of the Chriſtian World. | 

Theo. You grant ſome have queſtion'd thoſe Books, 
and by conſequence the Fact in Controverſy'; but no 
Body has been ſo abandon'd of common Senfe, as to ſtart 
2 Doubt about the Being of Ceſar ; theretore if a Fatt 
never queſtion'd be more certain than one that bas been 
controverted, in ſpight of all your Arguments, tis more 
certain there was ſuch a Man as Ceſar, than that God ap- 
pear*d ro the People of Iſrael. 31 | 

Exſeb. The queſtioning the Fact does not take off 
from its certainty ; unleſs the Motives on which it ſtands 
be found doubtful and weak upon Trial. Is the Pofli- 
bility of Motion leſs certain becauſe Zeno deny'd it ? is 
this Principle, uid libet eſt vel non eſt, leſs evident, becauſe 


lay, 
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ſay, Snow is black, becauſe a Fool affirm'd it? Ne, Sir: 
In ſpight of thoſe filly Coxcombs, thele things ſtand ſtill 
upon their antient Bottom; and will, till Men pull out 


* 


| | their Eyes, or turn off their Reaſon. If the Being of 
C.c/ar has never been brought to examen; *tis becauſe 
Mankind has no intereſt in him: Whether he was, or was 
not, brings no alteration into the World : Things go 9p i 
; after the ſame Method in either Hypotheſis : And thoug 

: indeed he made ſome Figure eighteen hundred Years 
J ago, he makes none at preſent, but on the Stage: But 
4 ſhould a Gentleman put in Claim to ſome Eſtate in Ver- 
. tue of a Grant from Julius Ceſar, our Lawyers would 
f not only plead Preſcription againſt it, but prove by the 
| Statues even of Milliam the Third, his famous Expediti- 
f on juto Britauny was the pure Invention of Kecuſants, 
þ Enemies to the Government; nay, that the very Perſon is 
. Fiction, Impoſture and Deſign. Tis more certain there 


a was ſuch a Man as Cæſar, than that God appear'd to the 
N People of {ſrael. ' 
q AdGentlemania ſome diſorder fetching upa great Sigh : 
. Alas, Sir, ſaid he to Euſebius What do you mean? Why 
\c taiſe you Ghoſts from the other World to haunt poor 
th Creatures, and have no power to conjure them down? 1 
d Muſt our Torment make up your Diverſion? Can't * 
;- Wl jou be pleas'd unleſs we are frighted ? Nor at eaſe unleſs 
& we groan upon the Forture? The molt happy Life de- 
is WM ſerves rather Pity than Envy: And what we can procure 
te by a thouſand Cares, is only to render our ſelves leſs mi- 
ſerable? Why then do Divines continually importune us 
is, with Rrange diſcoveries of another World? Why damp 
ao they our Pleaſure with Stories of Hell? And terrify our 
att Imagination with ele Landskips of a tormenting Eter- 
\& I nity ? Either prove theſe amazing Tenets ſo clearly that 
en Juve cannot deny them, or promiſe Silence that we may 
re not hear them. Your Arguments raiſe Doubts, but can- 
p- not quell them; they alarm my Fears, but have not the 
Power to diflipate them. | 
of Alas! Sir, (reply'd Euſebius) what would the Silence 
ds af Divines avail, unleſs you cou'd gag Nature, and 
fi- I filence your Conſcience? Tho'you flie from the Com- 
Is merce of Men: Tho? you mew your ſelf up in Rocks and 
uſe Dens; the very Stones-proclaim his Being: The Winds 
| ro | Whiſper it; and Solitude proteſts you are within God's 
8 FE ” We 4 : Domi- 
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392 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 
Dominion. Omnes bomines vident Deum; the very Blind 
ſee him; and the Deaf hear him. 5 
_ *Tis ftrange (anſwer'd the Gentleman) that ſo many 
flaſhing Wits in the Court and Town ſhould over- 
Jook fo long this Divinity, which ſtands before them, 
Muſt they put out their Eyes to ſee him? Or turn F ools 
to find him? wth 8 tn A 

I doubt not (ſaid Eſebius) but Hbire-Hall and Ken- 
ſington are well ſtock'd with Wits. I grant the Town is 
not unprovided : But then 1 maintain their Blindneſs 
proves a God ; and that Infidelity is a juſt Puniſhment of 
their Crimes. For make a Survey of all thoſe Wits; and 
you will find them not only without Grace, but almolt r. 
without Conſcience. So ſoon as their Reaſon bloom'd, v 
they proſtituted their Innocence, and ſhew'd they were d 
Men by aQing like Devils. As Alexander counted the tc 
Bartles he fought by the Wounds he receiv'd; ſo theſe | 
may calculate up the Moments of their Lives by the Ml 't 
Enormities they commit. Every Action affronts Nature, M 
and cries aloud for Vengeance. If therefore there be an IM le 
Author of Nature, js it not juſt he ſhould take the Ci 
Cauſe of Nature in Hand, and revenge the Injury on thoſe 

that did it? And what more terrible Revenge can he Wl #4 
take, than to ſtrike thoſe blaſphemons Salmonears ; 

thoſe impure Sardanapalus's as he did the Sodomites, with 

the Spirit of Blindnels? Percuſſit eos cœcitate a minimo 

cue ad maximum: Then to withdraw the Light of his Th 


divine Face from their Eyes; and ſo to permit them to 4 

walk in Darkneſs and Ignorance; and then only to ac- 7 
knowledge their Errors, when they feel the Puniſhment | 

Gr their Crimes? Cs | Ea 


Now that their Infidelity cannot proceed either from 
want of Motives, or of Wit, 'tis pretty evident. They 
have the Conſent of Mankind, ia et, of Nature: They 
have the Confeſſion of their Contciences from within, 
the Teſtimony of every Creature from without. Theſe 
glare ſuch a Light on the moſt ſtupid Underſtanding, 
that they cannot reſiſt the Force ofthe Impreſſion. Your 
Firſt-rate Wits of the Court examine (you ſay) all thoſe 
Arguments they contemplate the great World, and the 
lefs ; they turn up every Stone, ranſack every corner of 
the Univerſe, without being able to diſcover any Traces 
bf a Deity. What can you infer? But that there is 0 God 
g 5 „ Ts | above; 
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| above, who takes an Inventory of the Actions of the 


Children of Men, who puniſnes their Rapines, their Im- 
purities and Blaſphemies here by confounding their Judg- 
ments, who caſts ſuch a Gloom over their Underſtand- 
ings, that they can't ſee what Children diſcern; that they 
gropein Darkneſs, whilſt they walk in Light, and call our 
tor Proofs of his Being, whilſt they are ſurrounded, and 
almoſt oppreſs'd with Demonſtrations. In a Word, Sir, 
do not conclude there is no God, becauſe the topping Ge- 
nius's of the Court do not fee him; ſay rather there is 
one, becauſe they do not ſee what all the World both 
civiliz'd and unciviliz'd, ſee and adore; ſay their Igno- 
rance is a juſt Puniſhment of their ſcandalous and pro- 
voking Otfences, and that the only way left theſe aban- 
don'd Debauchees to come to the Knowledge of a God, is 
to take off the Curſe by flying to Repentance. 

He was going on, but Theomac hus interrupted him; 
tis time (ſaid he) to ſound a Retreat, we have been this 
Morning on hot Service; after, ſome Civilities Euſebius 
left the Company, and the next Day took up again the 
Conference, which continu'd ſome Days. | 


DIALOGUE XVI. 


The ſecond Proof drawn from the Exiſtence of the World, 
which by unqueſtiouable Authority is ſhown to have been 


made. | 


Euſeb. 1 Have prov'd the Exiſtence of a God, from the 
| * innate Characters of his Being, ſtamp'd on the 
Hearts of Men, I come now to a ſecond Proof, which he 
has laid before our Eyes, that he might convince our 
Senſes as well as our Reaſon, and manifeſt himſelf by 
his Works to the incredulous, ſeeing he cannor appear in 


Perſon. We ſeea molt ſtately Fabrick call'd the World, 


vaſt in Extent, and admirable for Beauty: The Earth is 
ſtock'd with innumerable Beaſts, the Air with Birds, the 
Sea with Fiſhes; ſome ſeem made meerly for Man's 
Profit, others for his Pleaſure, and many for Oſtentation. 
The Firmament glitters with a thouſand Luminaries, 
their Bulk vies with their Luſtre, and their Beauty with 
7 . 8 FE both: 
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both; The Sun dazles us with his Glory, and over-powers * 


our leeble Eyes with an Exceſs of Majeſty; it's the grand 
Arbitrator of Time; it divides Moments into Ages, Years, 
Months aud Days; it regulates Seaſons, preſcribes bounds 
to Winter, and limits to Summer, and by its acceſs and 
receſs makes em. The Moon with her bright Legions of 
Stars, that ſpangle the Firmaments, oilds Darkneſs, and 
filvers over thoſe Shades of Horror, and ſo turns Night 
it ſelf into a Theatre of Pleaſure : But what raiſes my 
Amazement is, that this gigantick Machine is compos'd 
of almoſt infinite Parts; yet all are ſo artificially con- 
triv'd, that one fits exactly the other; nay, they are en- 
dow'd with contrary Inclinations, they are always at va- 
-Fiance, they draw into the Field one againſt the other, 
yet thoſe particular Fewds hinder not an univerſal Peace, 
nor thoſe private Diſcords a general Harmony, Now, 
Sir, Iask you from whence this glorious Peace of Archi- 
tecture came? Who laid the Foundations of the Earth? 
'Whorais'd the towring Mountains? And hung thoſe valt 
reſplendent Bodies of tke Sun, Moon, and Stars in thoſe 
liquid Regions above? Who azur'd the Firmament? 
Who enamel'd the Meadows with a thouſand different 
Flowers, that embalm-the Air, raviſh the Sky, and per- 


fume the Smell? .. | 
_ . Theo, Indeed the World is a lovely Fabrick, and the 
Contrivance ſeems admirable, ſo that ſome have tather'd 
the Work upon an infinite Wiſdom ;: 1 confeſs this Opi- 
nion is more plaufible than true; it goes down with the 
unthinking Vulgar, yet Men who hate to take things up- 
on truſt, who ſtick not on outward appearances, but 
follow Effects up to their Origin, are ot a different Sen- 
timent. Pp Ir „ 
Some ſay it caus'd it ſelf; but, methinks, this is a 
Piece of the rudeſt Nonſenſe that ever was invented, it 
makes a thing act before it was; and gives a Being be- 
fore it had any: Nay, it ſuppoſes a thing to be, and not 
to be, the ſame Initant ; and ſo allows or a Contradicti— 
on, which is to out-fhoot Abſurdity it ſelf. 
Others are inclin'd to Epicurus's and Democritus's Sy- 
ſtem; theſe ſay the Marter is eternal, which having an 
infinite Space to ſupport in, began to ſcower about, and 
after a thouſaud Encounters by a moſt happy Caſualty, 
chop'd upon this regular Frame: Indeed a Man mult be 
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of a vety credulous Complexion, that can ſwallow this 
Folly ; *tis to loſe time to enter upon a Confutation: 


Methinks, ſometimes we might fee Books compos'd by 


Chance, as well as this great Folio of the World; and 
Pictures alſo may ſtart up by ſprinkling the Colours at 
random. ff Þ þ | | | . 

Others, in fine, maintain the World is Eternal @ ſe, 
without any other Cauſe but its own Nature; *tis a ne- 
cctlary Being, and independent; and as it had no Begin- 


ning, lo it can never have an End: *Tis in vain to run 


aſter a Cauſe diſtinct from it's own Nature, it is its own 
Architect and Work, the one is the ſame with the other. 
Fo thefe Philoſophers I give my Approbation, this is my 
Sentiment; you have liberty to bring your Exceptions 
againſt it. | 
Each, I fay the World was made in Time, an infinite 
Being drew it out of the State of pure Poſſibility, and 
plac'd it in that of Actuality : His Power ſtretch'd out 
the Heavens, and ſpread a Canopy of Azure, embroi- 
dered with Stars, over the Earth : Wiſdom contriv'd the 
Parts, and with a ſtupendious Artifice put them together: 
His Goodneſs prompted him to communicate himſelf to 
1 Multitude of Creatures : His Prudence mark'd out the 
Employment of every Part of the Creation; it aſſign'd 
them their Work, and appointed them their Stations. 
Suppofſing there was a God, this Account would be very 
reaſonable, for this great Work would not exceed the 
Skill of the Workman. Infinite in Wiitdom, Power and 
Goodneſs. | | 5 
Now the preſent Controverſy can be decided only by 
two Ways; either by Authority or Reaſon. If therefore 
Authority ſtands by me, and not at all for you; if ſolid 
Reaſon takes my Side, aud wholly abandons yours; and 
if belides you are not only deſerted by Reaſon, but preſs'd 
by thoſe very Difficulties, or greater you oppugn me 
with, I hope you will be ſo juſt to Reaſon and your ſelf, 
as to come over to Truth, and to confeſs and adore that 
God you now deny. Let me therefore ask you, is your 
own Opinion back'd with Authority? 
Theo. | confeſs the Authority is not fall nor cogent, 
yet all Ages have furniſh'd Men, who ſtood up for the 
World's Eternity : Neither indeed ought we to put the 
lſſue of the Cauſe upon Authority, in ſuch an endleſs 
Series 
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Series of Ages, many unforeſeen and unavoidable Acci. 


dents may eatily have interrupted the Courſe of T raditi- 


on, as\Plagues and Inundations, which without doubt 
have more than once almoſt depeopled the World, and 
turi'd into a Solitude: Beſides, want of Tradition for 


the World's Eternity rather proves it was Eternal than 
not: For it the World was always peopled, there could 
be no common Spring from whence the Tradition ſhould 
firſt riſe. and then ſpread over the Univerſe. I 
Euſeb. I grant the World's Eternity may have found 
Aberters'in moſt Ages, but their Authority is inſuffici- 
ent; there were a certain kind of Fanatick Philoſophers 


Jike our Atheiſts, who lived on Fancy, and open'd by 


Imagination; they examin'd Facts by Caprice, and foun- 
ded their T'enets on meer ConjeQures, but yet their Opi- 
non Lavours not yours. For though Ariſtotle was a great 


ſtiekler for the World's Eternity, and, as he confeſſes, the 


fir(t of all Philoſophers that broach'd the Whim ; yet he 
acknowledges it was made by God, and flowed from his 
Power, as Light from the Sun; yet this Hypotbeſis ſeem' 
ſo oppoſite tothe receiv'd Opinion of all Greece, that an 
A&on of Blaſphemy was brought in againſt him, Conimi. 
I. S. Phyſic. c. 2. quod aumm Deum docuiſſet contra Patria 
ritur de Idolis & multitudine Deorum, & quod Mundum 
ſempiternum enunciaſſet, quem initio Temporis conditum 
tota Grecia putabat: And the Epicureans who held the 


Matter Eternal, thought it far more conſonant to Reaſon, 


to leave the rare Contrivance and Diſpoſition of the 
World to Chance, which finiſh'd and put the laſt Hand 
to this admirable Architecture in Time, than to aſcribe 
its Origin to any inherent Independency, 


Si nulla ſuit Genitalss Origo 
Terrarum & Cali, ſemperq; æterna fuere, 
Car ſupra bellum Thebanum & ſunera Troje 
Nom alias alii quoq; res cecimere Poetæ. 8 
Thus an Epicurean Poet. 


and I think I may defie you to produce one ancient Phi- 
loſopher, one Man of Senſe that ever durſt take upon him 
the Defence of your Theſes ; and yet we ſcarce find an) 


other Abſurdity without an Advocate, but to clap Inde- 


pendency on a Being, whoſe Perfections are confin'd, fees 
| = t09 


oet, 
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too monſtrous an Enterprize to wiſe Men, ſo contrary 
to the firſt Principles of Reaſon, that they durſt not un- 
dertake it. You do therefore well to put your Cauſe 
upon Reaſon, for you muſt loſe it, if you ſtand to the 
Verdict of Tradition: Indeed, as you ſay, if the World 
had been Eternal, the Memory of its Eternity might 
have been buried in ſuch an endleſs Series of Revoluti- 
ons and Succeſſors; but what does this prove? Only 
what might have happen'd, not what really is to come 
to paſs. | 7 YE 430 | 

What you ſay is true, viz; that if the World was al- 
ways peopled, there could not poflibly be any common 
Spring from whence the Tradition ſhould firſt riſe, and 
therefore no Tradition for the World's Eternity can be 
expected; this, I ſay, though ſappos'd true, can avail 
you nothing againſt a poſitive Tradition that the World 
was made and had a Beginning. ©. 41201301 

Theo. And how do you make it out? [2 

Euſeb. As paſt Matters of Fact are made ont, wiz. by 
Hiſtory: And in the firſt place Ariſtotle quoted above, 
does acknowledge that the moſt ancient Writers held the 
World was made, and that Tradition did confirm Peo- 
ple in the Perſwaſion, that God made all things: The 
Scythrans and Egyptians were of this Opinion, the Indians 


and Phnicians concurr'd with them, to ſay nothing of 


the Græcians who look d upon the contrary Opinion as In- 
novation, nay, and a kind of Hereſy or Blaſphemy. 
And if we take a turn into America, if we enter the 
Foreſts and Wilderneſſes of this vaſt Region, we ſhall 
find the Peravians and other Barbarians of this Sentiment; 
indeed ſome had very extravagant Notions of the Crea 
tion, . but what can be expected from Mien half turn'd 
Beaſts, but Extravagance; yet they concurr'd with: us in 
this, that God ſram'd and modelled the Worl. 
Secondly, The firſt Hiſtorian, and as authentick as 
ever writ, gives à long account of the World's Begin- 
ning in Geneſis. I do not intend to put this Book upon 
you. as divinely inſpir'd, give it but the Credit of a Hi- 
ſtory ; this I only ask, and this you cannot refuſe with 
Jultice, ſeeing he has been eſteem'd by the Fews and 
Chriſtians,” not only as a Divine Hiſtorian and Legiſlator, 
dut al ſo as a Prophet. nig, e: ROY DIDBAY TAE 
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398 The Gentleman Tate Tel. 
Now ſuppoſing the World was created, tis natural 
to think the firſt Man would leave his Children, and 
choſe to their Poſtericy a Tradition of ſo remarkable x 
TranſaQion ; nor could this conveyance be hard, elpe- 
cially when in the World's Non-age, three Men alone, 
Methuſalem, Shem, and Iſauc could carry on a Tradition 
from the World's Creation almoſt to the {ſraelites de- 
ſcent into Et. n «#0; 
Again, ſuppoſing ſuch a Tradition; it might be expe8- 
ed the fir(t hoes ſhould put it on Record. Now, this 
has hapned; Moſes the fitit Hiſtoriogtapher has deſcend- 
ed to Particulars ; and as his Narration is reaſonable, ſo 
withal it carries a certain Simplicity that perſwades, Be- 
roſws, Orpheus, Homer and Triſmegiſtus follow'd Moſes in 
ge, as alſo in the Delivery of the WorJd's Beginning: 
What they receiv'd from their Predeceffors, they handed 
down to their Succeſſors, and by this means the Opinion 
that the World nad a Beginning carries all before it: 
The whole Body of Chriſtians believe it, the Mabome- 
sans and Fews, though they vary from us in other Points, 
agree with us iu this; and all Nations whoever acknow: 
ledg'd a God, own he was the Contriver of this gret 
Maſter - Piece of Power and Wiſdom. + | | 
No to go againſt the Tide of I radition, ſo Ancient, 
ſo - Univerſal, and withal ſo Rational, upon no other 
Ground but meer ConjeQures, or bare Poſſibilities, is 
Raſhnefs to exceſs, and the very height of Folly; cis to 
prefer the Reaſon of one Man before that of all Man- 
Kind, to brand his whole Species with the Infamy of a 
fond Credulity, and to paſs Judgment upon them, that 
* throughly qualified for Bethlem. 01} boob 
But again, it ſo full a Report will not ſatisfy you, 
you mult pen up your Knowledge in a narrow part of 
the World, yon muſt forſwear not only all Acquaintance 
with paſt Actions, but even with remote; and what is 
worſe, you muſt fall below that Station a Creature en- 
dued with Reaſon ought to keep: For when Reaſon 
| wy me as great a Satisfaction about the Being, or not 
ing of a Fact, as Reaſon requires, tis Imprudence to 
doubt: And a Man muſt take Pleaſure to fret and diſ- 
oblige his Underſtanding, that will not acquieſce to ſuch 
an Evidence. Now our preſent Controverſy is a pal! 
Matter of Fact: We have put it upon Witneſles : Anti 
o | 7 : quit} 
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quity ſtands for me; and all Nations agree in the Main, 
though they vary in ſome Circumſtances. To theſe con- 
current Teſtimonies you oppoſe naked Surmifes, or pute 
Poſlibilities ; or elfe you ſ#bpena a Brace or two of 
Atheiſts, or a Pack of African and American Brutes, who 
are ſcarce able to underſtand the very State of the Que- 


ſtion, and know as little of paſt Tranſactions as of thofe 


that are to come. I now appeal to your own Judgment, 
whether a full Tradition be not as good a Conviction, 
that the World had a Beginning, as the Nature of athing 
paſt requires? And whether your Counter-Witneſſes, 
who depoſe on ConjeQure, would byafs an upright 
judge in any Court ot Judicature, againſt a Cloud of o- 
thers Superior both in Wiſdom and Probity. 
Befides, I add another Circumſtance very material, 
and which deſerves a little Reflection. If the World 
had been made in Time, by the Power 'and Wiſdom of 
God, we could not expect a more full Tradition of its 
Beginning, than we have: Therefore on this very Ac- 
count we have all the Reaſon to preſume it had a Begin- 
ning. I prove it thus; Hirſt, It cannot be imagin'd, but 
ſome would ſtand up againſt it. Mens Judgments are 
as various as their Faces, and their Underſtandings ſeem 
no leſs bizar than their Humours. Some deny things, 
becauſe every. one believes them. They love Singularity 
in Opinion, as well as in Modes, and will no more en- 
cure a Rival in thinking, than in their Amours. Others 
are of a martial Complexion, they love to ſend their 
Brain upon Expeditions, and are temerarlous enough to 
attack Demonſttation. They follow Truth, as Conſta- 
bles do Malefactots, to arreſt it, and rail againſt it, as 
the young Athenian did againft Alcibiades, becauſe every 
one apptanded him; they idolize Wit, but are ignorant 
of its Definition, and fo, like Dray-men, place it in claſh» 
ing and contradicting. Others ſteer their Judgments by 
the Compaſs of Intereſt : One would think their Under- 
ſtandings had truck'd Natures with the Will, and that it 
had remov'd its Lodgings from the Head to the Heart. 
Whatever flatters theſe Mens Vanity, or pampers their 
Inclinations, is always true; but if it frowns upon their 
Pafſions, or checks their Liberty, it muſt be falſe, Hence 
t comes that thoſe Truths that even flaſh Conviction, 
aud captivate Reaſon, the very Moment they are _— 
0 


| ; 
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ſtood, oſtentimes find Oppoſition, and are ſtigmatiz'd 
with Fallacy, becauſe too clear to be prov'd. One would 
think that the Part is leſs than the Whole. is pretty plain, 
and that a Man muſt have a ſlender Portion of Wit, not 
to conceive it; yet a late Mathematician call'd it in Que- 
ſtion, degraded it from the Quality of a Principle, and 
threw it amongſt the Fry of vulgar Errors. is impoſſi- 
ble to frame a Propoſition more clear than this, I. im- 
Nabe tbe ſame ſhould both be, and not be at the ſame Time. 
Vet if we believe Ariſtotle, ſome Philoſophers deny it: 
And that no Folly might want a Patron, as I have ſaid al- 
ready, Zeno would not admit Motion. Now if Men dit- 
believe firſt Principles, if they reje&t Truth when it ap- 
pears in d4:abile, and. overlook it when it ſtands before 
them; what Wonder they don't ſee it at a Diſtance, 
when it appears by Proxy, and is conveyed only to us 
by Tradition If we will-not credit our own. Eyes, we 
map very well flight Authority, for certainly they are able 
to give a more exact Account of Things, than | raditi- 
on: They (diſcover Truth in Perſon 3 we receive not 
their Intelligence at ſecond-hand, but ſee Objects in 
their proper Colours, without Mask or Varniſh. Though 
therefore the World was made, we could not expect 
(without a Miracle) a more univerſal I radition, than 
we have of its Beginning. era ti 

. Secondly, Nor ought the fabulous Opinions about the 
Creation to prejudice the Truth of the Fact; for ſuppoſing 
it true, thoſe would have ſprung neceſſarilj trom the grols 
Ignorance of Barbarians ; when, a Story bas paſt through 
two or three Hands, how unlike is it to the Original: 
Every one ſhapes it to his own Inclination; Some Cir. 
cumſtances are loſt, others added; and nothing remains, 
but the Eſſential: If a Ttuth be diſguiſed in a Day; we 
muſt not wonder ic ſuffers Alteration. in the Space of fix 
thouſand: Years, eſpecially among thoſe, Nations who are 
ignorant of Letters, who are bred. in; Ignorance, and 
live in Brutality, who know no more of time paſt, than 
of foreign Countries, and take as little Pains to cultivate 
their Underſtanding, as their Soil. 43 2439 Het een Vs 
Theo. But by your leave I could ſingle you out ſome 
Traditions of a very ancient Date, and of far leſs Con- 
ſequence, than the World's Creation, that paſs current 


without Oppoſition; for Example, Who ever denied 


there 
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there were ſuch Men as Alexander or Ceſar? Now if the 
World had a Beginning, why ſhould not the Memory orf 
ſo wouderfui a Fad remain as Univerſal as that of Cſar 
or Alexander „ 3 

Euſeb. Firſt, If we went to polling, I believe thoſe 
wao ftand for the World's Creation would carry it, for 
this is acknowledged by a hundred Nations that never 
heard of thoſe two Princes, EQ 5 

Secondly, If none have endeavoured to out- face the 
World, that there never were ſuch Men, 'tis becauſe the 
Conteſt was too inſignificant; and beſides, which way 
mould a Man ſet upon the Enterprize? He could expect 
no Relief from Reaſon. For alas! All the reaſon in the 
World can never ſhew they were, or were not: He 
could therefore only have Recourſe to Tradition, and 
where could he find any Pretence to ſet on foot ſo much 
as an innuendo they neyet were? Unleſs he could hit up- 
on an expedient to ſeize all the Records, that mention 
thoſe Emperours, and then condemn them to the Fire: 


But it was the Intereſt of all Atheiſts to deny the World 


ever had a Beginning. Nay, 'twas abſolutely impoſſible 
for them to admit Creation, and reject a Creator; and 
then that Priuciple, ex nihilo nihil ir, was a great Sup- 
port, not only to Atheiſts, bur Philoſophers ; and no 
doubt, if that Principle be true, the Matter at leaſt may 
be eternal. Here you ſee that Intereſt might move ſome, 
and apparent Reaſon, others, to ſtand for the World's 
Eternity, but neither could invite a Man to queſtion 
either, Ae orCeſar... oo or 

To ſum up therefore the Force of my Argument in 
ſhort : I ſay, our Controverſy mult be tried either by 
Teſtimony or Reaſon, the firlt is the proper Court for 
Fa upon ancient Facts, and the moſt uncorrupt 

Tribunal. I have prov'd that the Torrent of Tradition 

runs for me, that the moſt antient Writers, as well as 
the moſt recent; the molt learn'd, as well as the moſt 
pious ; the moſt poliſh'd Nations, with the moſt incult, 
Witneſs for me. Whereas none but a Pack of Atheiſts, 
or ſome wild Barbarians, or at moſt a Brace of whimſi- 
cal Philoſophers, famous for Nothing but Singularity, 


dare appear in your Defence. If ſuch an Evidence be 


not ſufficient. to prove a Fact, pray tell me what is? If 


Jou require more, I mult 1 ude you are unreaſonable ; 


becauſe 
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decauſe you call for a greater Conviction than the Sub- 
ect will bear, or can be expected without Miracle; and 
ſuppoſe Miracles would as little befriend your Cauſe as 
Tradition. 


UE CITI IEICE ITT CT CEE 
. DIALOGUE XVI. 
The Atheiſt ſuppiſeng the World's Eternity, ſuppoſes an ix. 


finite Series of Generations poſſible ; now it being ten 
ermes more provable, that ſuch a Series is impoſſible, he 
maſt be guilty of the higheſt Imprudence to venture hi; 
Soul upon ſuch an Uncertainty. | 


HE World (you ſay) was poſſible ab ætervo à ſe; 
= therefore i: was ab ererno a ſe. | affirm it was nc. 
| poſſible ab æterno a ſe ; therefore it was not ab æterno aſe 
i Our Poſitions are contradiQory ; and fo are our Proofs: 
| For you barely aſſert and prove Nothing: And I will 
| | prove by Reaſon what I aſſert. | 85 
Theo. Before you proceed, let me deſire you not to 
meddle with Infinitum. Though you raiſe a hundred Bat- 
! teries againſt infinite Succeſſions, you'll only go off with 
4 Labour and Diſappointment. Your Phitoſophers have 
| | ' undertaken my Defence on that Side, and l know not 
: bow you'll ſtorm their Reafons, or level their Authority 

Fer, till this be done, there's no coming at me. There. 
fore I counſel you not to raiſe your Battery on that Side. 

© ExXuxfeb. I confeſs the Pride of ſome Philoſophers and 
the litigious Humoprs of others, have been kind to Athe- 
fits: For in in Reality, Philoſophy is no more a Science, 
but an Art of Jogling. Philoſophers queſt more aſtet 7 
new Opinions than Truth: And he is the Man, (not : 
that ſearches into the Bowels of Nature) but that drefles 
and tricks up Notions in the beſt Poſture of Defence «- 

f unt Opp ſers; and if he can handſomely embroi} a Que- 
'{tjor, ot ires offer Words for a ſolid Anſwer, or im- 
peach I hof Sophiſtty, he deferves to be pointed at: 
Digito © :{trar' fc dicitus hit eſt. Thus ſome have aſſert. 

| ed the Pr iib of an Infinity acku, in ſpite of receiv 
A Principles tht pppoſe ir. They ſhroud the Weakneſs 0 
Heir Reon: wrudes the Obfcurity of the Theſes 5 - 
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ſolve Difficulties by ſtarting greater. You lay hold on 
their Vanity to ſupport your Hypotheſis, and think you 
have made it clear beyond Debate, by telling us Philoſo- 

hers hold the Eternity of the World poſſible: But under 
avour, though their Authority may ſtave off ſome Argu- 
ments from you, it cannot others: For though they hold 
God could create the World ab eterno, they deny it 
could bes ſe, If therefore in one Cale you defer ſome- 
thing to their Authority, be ſo juſt as to reverence it in 
the other: Beſides, your. vaſt Pretenders to Wit will not 


be fobb'd off with Authority. This is the Refuge of Weak- 


neſs ; the Sanctuary of thoſe, whoſe good Humour muſt 
compound for the Shallowneſs of their Brain. Youare for 


Reaſon, for naked Demonſtration, without Fard or KA- 


cus: For Evdence, that admits of no Reply nor Re- 
Joinder ; therefore ſtand to your Principles before you 
ſtrike in with theſe mighty Upholders of Iafinitum Bring 


their Reaſons to the Touch- ſtone: Examine whether they 


are Sterling, or Adulterate. I will only propoie one or 
two Difficulties, which I conteſs put me to the Plunge. 
The World you ſay is Eternal? 

Theo. Ido. 


Eꝛuſeb. Therefore it was impoſſible for you ever to have 


been Born. 

Theo. I deny the Inference. 1 
Euſeb. I prove it. You could not poſſible be” Born 

till an infinite Number of Generations was paſt: But 

tis impoſſible for an infinite Number of Generations to 

paſs, therefore *twas impoflible for you ever to have been 


bid i 715; To ; 0 
Theo. Tis impoſſible for an infinite Number of Gene- 
rations to paſs in an infinite Space of Time; I deny your 
Minor: lu a finite Space of Time, I grant your Minor, 
and deny the Conſequence. 2 | 
Euſeb. I ſabſume, but *tis impoſſible for an infinite 
Space of I ime ever to paſs: For if it can paſs, it has an 
End, and by conſequence we find an infinite with an End; 
and certainly this conſequence becomes not a Man, who 
avoids the Belief of a Deity, becauſe Infinity is an incon- 
ceiveable Thing. I know not how you look upon my 
R But methinks any Man but an Atheiſt would 
t at it. 270 . 


Des _ Again, 
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Again, if by Deſcent we may paſs by an infinite Se- 
ries of Generations; why not by Aſcent ? methinks 'tis 
no farther trom the Bottom of a Pair of Stairs to the 
Top; than from the Top to the Bottom : And I always 
thought the way from London to Windſor, was the ſame 
with that from inaſor to Lenden: Now in Aſcending 
from you to your Father, from him to your Grandfa- 


ther, Sc. we march in the ſame Road; we call in at, 


the fame Gentlemen. If therefore by Deſcent we come 
to an end of our Journey, why not by Aſcent? 


Theo. The Reaſon is evident: For by Aſcending 


you come to an end of Gentations; and ſtop at the 


firlt Man: Then the Succeflion of Genetations has not 
been infinite. =O a. | 


Ezxfeb. Right: But then it inevitable follows, there 


has not been an infinite Series of Generations: Becauſe 
ou put an end to them, they are at a full ſtop in your 
o e : 

Theo. There is a great Diſparity between the. two 
Caſes. Becauſe when you mount vp from Son to Fa- 
ther, from Father to Grandfather, c. the Time is al- 
ways Finite. Now what wonder that an Infinity of Ge- 
nerations can't be trac'd up to their Origin in. a finite 
Space? But when you deſcend to me, there has paſs'd 
an infinite Space of Time: And fo one Infinity corre- 
ſponds to the other. [NS . 

Euſeb. No doubt, you have plain'd the Difficulty be- 

ond Diſpute by your -_ iſparity. But | would 
558 why a Man by Aſcending cannot ſtep from Time 
to Eternity, as well as by Deſcending from Etetnity into 
Time? And then, how can an infinite Time paſs? 
Theo. Theſe Infinities and Eternities are puzzling 
Subjects, they our-itretch the Abilities of our Under- 
ſtandings, and your Argument preſſes thoſe Philoſophers 
who maintain God could create the World ab æterno. 
Eaſeb. Infinities-and Eternities are puzzliug Subjecs 
indeed; but then I wonder an Atneiſt's Reaſon ſhoald 
ſtumble at the Notion of an infinite Being, and leap ſo 
pimblky over apparent Conttadictions. 1 do not inſiſt 
upon my Proof as z Demonſtration that there is a firſt 
Principle, or that the World was not 4 ſe. Perchance 
in a puzzling Subject, our Underitanding may be Non- 
plus'd ; but at leaſt it demonſtrates, that the whole yy 
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of Atheiſts is unreaſonable to Folly and Madneſs ; for 
they rezeq God on Account of his Infinity, and ſome 
other Attributes that (they ſay) are inconceiveable. In 


the mean time, they are conſtrain'd to admit an Infinite 
and Eternal Series of Generations ; a thing that not only 


ſurpaſſes our Conception, but in Appearance falls foul 


on the moſt evident and receiv'd Maxims of Reaſon. If 
we muſt place Infinity and Eternity ſomewhere, l appeal 
to Reaſon, whether it be not more agreeable to its Di- 
dates, to attribute thoſe Perfections to a Being, in 
whoſe Notion they neceſlarily enter, and imply no other 
Difficulty, but what follows a finite Underſtanding, when 
it roves in Infinity, and loſes it ſelf in Eternity; than 
to this World, which in its molt eſſential Notion, involves 
no Idea of Eternity: Nay, it cannot be apply'd to it, 
without violating either directly, or by Illation, the very 
Principles of Diſcourſe. Whence | conclude ſome mure 
unworthy Principle than Reaſon induces Atheiſts to que- 
ſtion the Exiſtence of a God, becauſe his moſt inconceiy- 
able Attributes return to their own Hypotheſis with more 
Violence. | | 
+ Theſe Philoſophers Caſe, who think God might have 
created the World ab ererzo, is quite different from 
yours ; though their Opinion be falſe, their Faith is true: 
90 that at worlt they riſque nothing but their Labour ; 


but you put all your Hopes on a weak Bottom: If my 


Arguments be true, your Soul is loſt; and you will de- 
plore your ſucceſſive Eternity, @ parte ante, which bas an 
End for a whole Eternity, 4 parte poſt, which will have 
none. Lord! How would an Atheiſt crow? How would 
he chirp, if he could but anvil out a Proof fo appa- 
rently concluſive for the World's Eternity, as mine is 
againſt it? We ſhould ſee the Bookſeller's Stalls in Paul's 
Church-Yard hung with new Demonſtrations agaiuſt the 
Exiſtence of a God; as they were ſome Years ago with 
Demonſtrations agaiuſt a Trinity. We ſhould ſee Copies 
in every Coffe- laufe, and the Beaus buſy in conning it 
over to make themſelyes Maſters of it: But becauſe 
the Proof does not hit with their Inclination, it muſt not 
work upon their Underſtanding, It falls as heavy upo 
our Philoſophers (you ſay) as upon you; what then? 
Can Company change the Nature of Things? If they 
ae in the Wrong, are you in the Right? Would you 
| . . engage 
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engage your Eſtate or Life that my Argument is meer 
Paralagiſm? | believe you would take ſome time for 
Conſideration before you ventur'd upon the Bet. Why 
then do you ſtake your Soul? For if an eternal Succeſ- 
ſion of Generations be impoſſible, the World was made 
in Time. If it was made, there is a God; and if there 
be one, what can an Atheiſt expect from a ſlighted Dei- 


ty, but a juſt Chaſtiſement for his Infidelity? The Con- 


ſequence is of Importance, and deſerves ſome ſerious 
Thoughts. 55 | n 1 


DIALOGUE XVII. 


The third Proef. The Characters of Wiſdom viſible in the 


Fame and Conſtitation of the World, demonſtrate it is 
the Work of a wiſe Agent. | 


Have already prov'd. a God by the bare Exiſtence of 


the World: I coufirm the ſame The/zs by the excellent 
 Contrivance of it; which indeed is both amazing and 


taviſhing: It can neither be expreſſed by Tongue; 
nor drawn out by Pencil. Tis above Art, and out of 
the Reach of Reaſon. The moſt ſearching Genius that e- 
ver was, has not been able to diſcover one Blot in the 


large Volume of the World: There are no Errata's. No- 


thing ſtept in as a rude Eſſay of Skill, and afterwards 
under went the File or Hammer, but all Things continue 
as they were from the Beginning of the Creation. 3 
From this Order and Regularity Tally infers, that the 
World was the Product of a wiſe Agent; and brands 
choſe with Folly, who dare deny a Concluſion ſo clear, 
fo evident: Eſſe præſtantem aliquam æternamque naturam, 
eamque ſuſpictendam adorandamque pulchritudo mundi, or- 
. rerum cœleſtium cogit confiteri: The Beanty of the 
orld, and exact Order of the Heavens demonſirate the 
Exiftence of a noble and eternal Being, to whom Men owe 
Eſteem and Ad:ration ; nay, he ſticks not to affirm, that 
the Contemplation of the Oeeonomy, Harmony and Or- 
der of the heavenly Bodies, put the Matter in a Light, 
that Jeaves no room for Diſpute. Quid poteſt eſſe tam 
aper tumtainque perſpicuum, cum cœlum ſuſpicimus cœleſtia- 
152 2 que 
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gue coutemplati ſumus, quam aliquod eſſe numen preſtan- 
zifſime mentis, quo hæc regantur ? What can be imagin'd 
more clear, than that there is a moſt wiſe Being, who 
directs and governs the Heavens? 

Now that a Vein of Wiſdom runs through every part 
of the World, is moſt evident; for it ſuppoſes two 
things, a Deſign, and Means proportion'd to acquire it: 
And where thoſe two are found, Wiſdom mult be ad- 
mitted. We have Eyes to ſee, and there are Colours 
capable of being ſeen. We have Organs fitted up for 
Smell, Taſte and Feeling, and there ate Objects able to 
gratify them. Colours, Smells, &c. would be uſeleſs, were 
there no Senſes to receive them; and Senſes inſignificant, 
if there was nothing in Nature to play upon them, This 
reciprocal Relation argues a Deſign, and a choice of 
Means; and who denies it to be the Contrivance of 
Wiſdom, is flenderly provided with this Vertu. 

The Sun, which is call'd the Father of Nature, as the 
Earth is term'd the Mother, moves about us in ſo juſt 
a Diſtance, that nothing could place it fo conveniently 
but his Wiſdom who aſſign'd its Task. Were it more 
remote, the Earth would congeal ; did it approach, we 
ſhould be parch with Heat, and fall into Aſhes: But 
now we enjoy the Benefit of its Light ; and the Earth 
the Effects bf its enlivening Influence; it impregnates 
the Womb of Nature with its Rays, and attacks Vapours 
to pour them down in Dews and Showers, that retreſh 
the Fields, enliven Flowers, and bring with them Plen- 
ty and Abundance; and at the ſame time returns thoſe 
Waters to the Rivers and Sea, of whom it borrow'd 
them; and ſo (as it were) exerciſes at once, an act of 
Liberality-and Juſtice. _ 80 2 

But then all thoſe delicious Fruits that charm the Eye, 
and pleaſe the Palate, would rather be admirable than 
uſeful, did they not turn into the Subſtance of Animals; 
and thoſe (like Tantalus] would. periſh of Hunger in the 
Arms of Plenty, had they no Inſtindt to feed on them. 
But again, had every Creature an Inclination to the 
ſame Food, one would ſtarve the other: Natute Would 
be at a Nonplus for Proviſion, her Granaries would be 
exhauſted, her Stock drain'd, and then Mortality would 
follow : But now ſhe keeps open Table for all het Chil- 
dren, ſhe maiutains them at her own Expences: And tho 
, they 
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they neither Reap or Sow, they are rather overwhelm'd 


with Plenty, than preſs'd with Neceſſity: Beſides, had 


not the Male an Inclination for the Female, the Species 
would be at an End: And this Inclination would not 


continue them, unleſs Propagation were made by it. Had 


the Female no Tenderneſs for her Young, they could 
not hold out a Day; yet did not her Teats ſwell with 


Milk, her Tenderneſs could nor preſerve them, but theſe 
poor Creatures torſaken by their Dam would be expos'd 


to Inſult, were they diſtirute of Swiftneſs, Craft, Cou- 
rage, or Arms to defend themſelves, or annoy the Ag- 
greſſors. Nature has provided againſt this Inconveni- 
ence: Flight ſaves ſome, Wiles others, and many diſpute 
their Lives; and when they are over-power'd, they ſel- 
dom fall without 3 They handle their Weapons 
with Art, and fence by Rule and Method. The Porcu- 
pines, like the Parthians, fight at a Diſtance; they ſhoot 
without Bows, or 4 ; and hit the Mark without 
aim. The Hedge. Hog at the Approach of Danger mar- 
ſhals it ſelf into Sphere; it caſts up a Retrenchment; ex- 

es the Enemy behind a Paliſade, and ſupplies with 

olicy, the Weakneſs of its Forces. The Bull faces his 
Adverfary. The Horſe wheels off, and uſes bis Heels, 
either to fly, or to wound. If you intended to continue 


Creatures, could you invent more fit, more apt Means? 


Were you Commiſſary-General, could you lay up better 
Proviſions? Are you able to place their Weapons more 
advanrageonſly for their Defence? Or teach them to ma- 
nage them with one Dexterity? There ate more legi- 
ble Characters of Wiſdom and Fore fight in the Repub- 
lick of Beaſts, than in thoſe of Lycurgus, Solon, Plato, 
and Ariſtotle; for theſe intended a perfect Common- 
wealth, they err'd moſt ſhamefully in the Means, and 
enacted Laws more ſuitable to Goats than Men. But a- 
Tong irrational Creatures, as theſe Laws are inviolable, 
ſo they are proportioned to their Natures and Welfare. 
They neither err by Exceſs nor Defe&, one more Rule 
would ſubvert Oeconomy, as well as one leſs; nothing 
Tan be added, nothing ſubſlractdcNme. 
1 fhall not enter upon the Fabrick of their Bodies, 
where Wiſdom tits on every Muſcle, * Let it ſuffice, that 
Calen takes Notice in his Book de Forma fetas, that in 
human Bodies there are above 650 Muſcles; and that 

| f . 188 every 
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every One requires at leaſt ten Qualifications. So that a- 
dout theſe ſmall Parts alone, no leſs than 6co@ Ends are 
to be attended to. There are 284 Bones, andeach has a- 
bove forty Ends, in all ten Thouſand; and a Failure in 
any one of theſe would cauſe a great [rregularity in the 
Body, and in many Death and DeſtruQion. 535 

Now not to dilate further upon this Proof, I appeal to 
you, Whether theſe ſtrange and admirable Contrivances ; 
theſe natural Tendencies to one Point; and with all, theſe 
Means ſo proportionable, do not cry out, ipſe fecit nos, 
(> non ipſi nos? We are neither the Work of blind Chance, 
nor the Product of fatal Neceſſity, but of an infinite 
Power and Wiſdom. We cannot caſt an Eye upon a 
rough Landskip, but the very fight of it leads us to a 
Painter: And if a Tree or Animal in Effigies conduQs 
us naturally to a Hand that drew them, and to Wiſdom 
that contriv'd them; can theſe living Originals be fa- 
ther'd on Hazard or Neceſlity ? 

Theo. Theſe things you mention are worthy of Obſer- 
vation ; they entertain ſometimes my ſerious Thoughts, 
and caſt me into Rapts of Admiration ; but yet they do 
no exceed the Force and Energy of Nature. 

Euſeb. What do you mean by Nature? Is it an intel- 
ligent Being? Or void of all Senſation and Reaſon ? 
It intelligent, you miſuſe Words to confound Notion 

you repreſent God traveſted into Nature? If it be depri- 
ved of all Knowledge, then you run to Matter and Mo- 
tion: Now theſe two are uncapable of Wiſdom, they can 
neither think nor underſtand, they are without Reaſon 

and even without Senſe. Notwithſtanding the World 
is inveſted with plain Characters of Wiſdom, they are 
ſtamp'd and engraven'd on each part of the Univerſe ; 
The Learned and Ignorant, the Vulgar and the Philo- 
ſophers are unanimous in this Point: What then re- 
mains, but that we draw this neccſſiry Inference, that 
ſome wile, intelligent, eternal Being did raiſe out of no- 
thing this lovely Fabrick, that he plac'd every Creature 
in its proper Station, prefix'd its End, provided it with 
erb to compleat the work Providence has al- 
lipn'd it. te 
' Theo, You know our Underſtandings are very ſhort- 
ighted, they diſcover nothing plainly but our Ignorance, 
where-eyer we look we find our ſelves encompals'd K | 
„% 6+ if FM ifh- 
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Difficulties, the moſt trifling, the moſt common Odjeds 

rplex, our Reaſon, we cannot fix a right Notion of 
Þredudtion, if we could, perchance the Myſtery would 
vaniſh without any Recoveſe to a firſt Cauſe. Your lit- 
tle Tricks of Pafs ſurprize the ignorant, who often aſ- 
cribe to Magick thoſe Operations that have no other 
Cauſe than flight of Hand. In fine, as Mr. Hobbs takes 
Notice, the Multitude derfies what it cannot comprehend, 
Tenorance begets Admiration, Admiration Reſpect, Reſpect 
Fee, and Fear Religion. „ 

Exſeb. J am glad to ſee you ſo low in your own Eyes 
this Morning, and that your peremptory and dogmati- 
cal Humour is ſpent; ſurely you have lately made 2 
more intimate Acquaintance with human Nature; and a 
fuller Diſcovery of the Imperfections of our Intelled 
has read you a Leſſon of Humility. Indeed our Under- 
ſtandings are poor and unfurniſh'd, they come into the 
World uaſhap'd, and muſt be polifhed by Study, before 
they can give a tolerable Account of the molt obvious 
Trifles ; and yet, when this is done, we cannot rely on 
their Intelligence, for they have but few Principles to 
ſteer by; the Groſs of our Knowledge is made of Illati- 
ons, which are beaten out with great Labour and Atten- 
tion; and when we contemplate ſelf-evident Truth at 
2 Diſtance, the Mind is puzzled at the view of ſome 
emerging Circumſtances: Which makes us forget or miſ- 
take the Connexion of the Conſequence with the Preimi- 
ſes ; and then our Labour is rewarded with Ercor. 

I willingly therefore grant, that I cannot dive into ab- 
ſtruſe Secrets of Nature. I neither know the Myſtery 
of Generation, nor that of Corruption. I believe I am 2 
Compound of two very different Ingredients, Spirit and 
Matter : But how ſuch diſproportion'd things keep ſo 
ſtri& a Correſpondence, I am as ignorant as the Child 
unborn. Perchance a Philoſopher may harangue, and 
talk more plauſible upon the Matter, than an Oylter- 
woman: But after all; if we bring his elaborated Dif- 


courſe to the Teſt, we ſhall find nothing but Cant, 


Terms, and ſcholaſtical Jargon. But what then? Cau- 
not I judge that PaxPs Church never made it ſelf, before 
I have conn'd over Vitruvius? Or muſt I know all the 
Rules of Limning to be ſure the Signs in London are the 
Work of a Painter? Tho! I cannot conceive which Pi 
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the Thames was turn'd, when the Bridge was built, or 
when the Arches was form'd of Marble, or Free- Stone; 
yet I am pretty well convinc'd by the Uniformity and 
Contrivance of the Fabtick, that Wiſdom and Art h 

2 Hand in the Building. And I would laugh at thoſe 
who ſhould maintain, that either Fare, Chance or Na- 
zure plac'd the Stones in that regular Form : A thonſand 
things in the Univerſe ſeem ta me meer Riddles. Yer [ 
behold a ſtately Machine made up of ten Millions of Pie- 
ces: I ſee Beauty, Symmetry and Deſign ; this ſuffices 
to perſwade a rational Creature nothing but Wiſdom cons 
triv'd it ; and nothing but Power put the Idea in Execu - 
tion. So that I infer from what | know, that an infinite 
Wiſdom fram'd and governs the World: Not from 
what I do not know. | 51S 
Theo. You muſt not argue from Works of Art to thaſe 
of Nature. We ſee Bridges, Churches and Pictures 
made by the Hands of Artificers, and therefore we ratios 
nally conclude, that even thoſe that are of an older ſtand- 
ing owe their Origin to Art. But who ſaw the firſt Stone 
laid in the Foundation of the World?  _ f 
Euſeb. Vou turn your Battery the wrong Way; and 
level at your own Hypotheſis as directly as I could 
wiſh : Becaufe we ſee Pictures under the Hand of the 
Painter, and Edifices under thoſe of Maſons and Car- 
penters; We have reaſon to infer, that all ſach things are 
Effects of an intelligent Agent; but if ſuch trifles require 
an underſtanding Artificer, I would know why the Fa- 
brick of the World, compacted of ſo many Parts, ſo cu- 
tiouſly wrought, ſo artificially knit together, ſhould not 
lead us to the ſame Concluſion? Have I Right to aſcribe 
the raiſing of a wretched Cabbin to Wiſdom, and not 
the whole Frame of the Univerſe? Muſt J confeſs the 
pretty Proportion of a Leaſh of Wheels in a Watch is 
owing to the Skill of a Workman? And that the ſtupen- 
dious Frame of my Body is the pure Obje ot blind 
Chance? Or fatal Neceflity? Certainly ſuch palpable 


Abſurdities would perſwade one, that Senſe and Reafon 


were not made for Mankind ; and that we force Nature 
when we pretend to it. | 


514. 
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DIALOGUE XIX. 


The Fourth Proof. The Invention of Arts and Sciences 
Heu the World is not Eternal: And conſequently that 


it was made by a powerful Agent. 
E ſee new Arts ſtart up with new Ages, 


Euſeb. W 

5 2 The World is now better provided, not 
only with Fences againſt Neceffity, but even with Sup- 

rts of Grandure, than it was two thouſand Years apo. 

"The Diſcovery of the Card is but of late ſtanding, tho' 
of great Importance. The Inventions of Powder, and 
of the Preſs, are not much more ancient. Reram Natura 
facra non fimul tradit. Arts follow the Law oft Nature, 
they are brought forth by Degrees, and are poliſh'd by 
Time and Experience. 

Other Arts, as they are more. neceſſary to Mankind, 
ſo they are more ancient: Vet we can track them up to 
their Origin. We know the Inventors of Husbandry and 
Tillage; who Traffick on Foot, and firlt brav'd the 
Ocean in Ships. Now if the World was Eternal, the 
Induſtry and Study of Man were Eternal-alſo. How then 
is it credible that Men of the ſame Temper with us, ſa⸗- 
gacious, witty, and ambitious, ſhould ſaunter away a 
whole Eternity, without making thoſe Diſcoveries we 
owe=wholly to the laſt fix thouſand Years? Was the 
World always a Child? Always in its Non-age? Has 
it only arriv'd at the Years of Diſcretion ſince ſome few 
A . 471 | 3 a | 

: Feats, the Defire to perpetuate their Memories runs in 
the Blood of all Men: We hate to bury our Names in the 
Grave with our Bodies, to fleep in Duſt and Aſhes, as 
unknown to Poſterity, as we are to our Predeceſlors ; 
Nay, ſome have been ſo beſotted with the Charms of Life 
at ſecond hand, that becanſe they wanted Vertues, they 
preſented Poſterity with their Vices; and thoſe rather to 
be blam'd chan forgotten. I ſuppoſe our Fore-fathers 
convey'd down to us their Inclinations, together with 
their Nature ; and that none of their Paſſions chang'd in 
the Voyage, or were improv'd by Tranſplantation ; their 
Propemiions lean'd the ſame Way, they were as __ 
, DE Ys on Ee ed, 
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led, as greedy af Vain Applauſe as we: It cannot theres 
fore be queltion'd, but that Men ſo fond of Glory, en- 
dezyour'd to glut their Appetite, ſome at the Peril of 
their Lives, and others of their Quiet. It cannot be 
thought they either wanted Matter or Occaſion : Ambiti-+ 
on never fleeps, it ſtands vpon the Catch, and either finds 
2 Subject for Action, or makes one. The Power of a 
Neighbour, or the Weakneſs, are both ſtrong Temptati- 
ons to an ambitious Prince; that promiſes Glory, this 
Conqueſt ; and either draws on a War. Pray tell me, 
therefore, who were thoſe ancient Heroes? Where did 
they Reign? What Province did they waſte or ſubdue? 
Who rais'd the firſt Empire ? Who built the ſecond on the 
Ruins of the firſt? Was not a whole Eternity able to pro- 
'2 Wice one Homer? One Cartias? One Livy? Did it never 
come into any King's Head to bribe a Pen, or to buy a 
) WPanegyrick? Were all the Wits of the World ſo ſtub- 
born, as neither to be mov'd by Intereſt nor Applauſe, 


d, Mio write a New's-Letter or Gazette? Indeed I do not 
'0 vonder we have no exat Diary of paſt TranſaQions ; 
1d or to digeſt an eternal Story into Days, is a laborious 
he Task, and requires a Purſe to buy Materials, as well as 
5 a vaſt Stock of Patience to employ them. But ſtill, me- 


thinks, we might reaſonably expect ſome Fragments, oc 

4- Wi leaſt the Name of one Prince. But alas! All thoſe 
Voerthies lie Interr'd under the Ruins of Time, their brave 
1 Exploits ſleep with their Perſons, and their very Empires 
- xe drown'd in Silence and Oblivion. By the help of pro- 
dane Records, we cannot trace Time above the Theban 


War, as Lacretius confeſſes; and therefore Macrobius con- 
an Nelades the World could not de Eternal. CQuis dubitet quin 
he Nd recent & nouns Hit, cum Hiſtoria Greta bis mille 


nnorum hiſtoriam vis contineat? Who doubts but the 
World is of a ſhort ſtanding, ſeeing the Grecian Story gives 
n Account only of two thouſand Tears? Perchance you 
Wil ſay, Writing is but at late Invention; and that all 
Ine memorable Actions of Antiquity periſh'd for want of 
his happy Means of conveying them to Poſterity: 
Where ate at leaſt the Painters and Carvers? A Pi- 
ure, Statue, or Medal would have given ſome Satisfa- 
tion ; or had they rais'd one Pyramid, we might at leaſt 
ve an Aſſurance all Mankind was not drunk with O- 
um; and ſtupitied with an eternal Lethargy: But af- 

| ter 
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ter all, tis ſtrange that ſo buſy, ſo:ſharp a Creature 1; 
Man, during an infinite Succeſſion of Ages ſhould not 
flumble upon the way of Writing, a thing fo necefſicy 
to the Support of Society; and withal fo obvious: | hat 
Man was certainly fortunate indeed, who hit upon an An 
in ſome Years, that had eſcaped the Search of all Man- 
kind for the ſpace of a whole Eternity. | 
© Theo. The Anſwer to your Proof is very eaſy, temp. 
edaæ rerum, ſung the Poet: Time, like Saturn, devours it 
Children: It conſumes its own Productions, and prey 
upon its Off-ſpriog. Now if Time be ſuch a Cormo- 
rant ; Eternity mult be a Greater. Time, like Diſtance, 
diminiſhes Things ; but Eternity ſwallows them up, and 
temoves them beyond the Sphere of Memory. How ma- 
ny brave Actions within theſe thouſand Years have flpt 
dy the Pens of the moſt inquilitive- Hiſtorians ? They are 
wore out of Memory, together with the Heroes thats 
chiev'd them, and lie entomb'd in oblivion and forgetful- 
neſs : Nay, Cities not only decay, but vaniſh. What te- 
mains of that famous Babylon, but the Name? We know 
not what it was; and are ignorant even where it ſtood, 
And Florus confeſles, that in his time, not only Samuiun 
was loſt, but alſo its very Ruins. If fome few Ages cat 
out the Memory of noble Exploits, - and couvey out of 
tight Cities, together with the Earth they ſtood on; why 
do you call for an exact Regiſter of Arts? An Eternal Ge. 
nealogy of Princes? Or an Account of their A&ions! 
They are loſt in an infinite Succeffion of Ages : They are 
drown'd in the Ocean of Eternity. 
Enſeb. By what Misfortune? - | 
Theo. By Deluges and'Conflagrations. | 
-  Exſeb. Pray, Sir, let me ask you to what Office of In- 
telligence you addreſs your felf for thoſe Deluges, Con- 
flagrations and Wars? Upon what Memorials do yo! 
ground the Story of your Pre-edamitical T ranſaQions! 
To ſay there were ſuch things is not to prove it. And 
what you aſſert without good Caution, may be deny'd 
with Reaſons. #2502. 2075957003 14 208546 - yo 
-. . Theo. Under Favour, methinks my Anſwer is vel 5 
much to the Purpoſe. It attacks not your Proof in the 
Rear, but in the Front; and ſtrikes at the very Hei 0 
of it. You ſhew the World was not Eternal; becauſe WF | 
n is inveſted with all the Characters of Novelty. N = 
| | 


= 


duſtry (you ſay) either improves old Arts, or invents 


new ones. Some are younger than we: Others than our 


Fathers: And the moſt Ancient have their Origin. Their 
Inventors are Recorded in Story, and come within the 
Memory of Books. Whence you conclude, the World 
was not eternal; becauſe thoſe Arts muſt of neceſſmy 
have been of a more ſtale Invemion. For how can a 
Man imagine that thoſe things ſhould lie out of Sight for 
2 whole Eternity, which have been diſcover'd in a few 
Ages? To which 1 anſwer; that all this may be very 
well reconcild with the World's Eternity; for they might 
have been found out an Infinity of Times; and as otten 


loſt by accidental Deluges and Conflagrations. Now, if 


by ſuch unforeſeen and irremediable Chances, Arts and 
Sciences might fall into Oblivion, your Argument falls 
to the Ground, it cannot ſubſiſt; and it is of no Force 
to prove the Non Eternity of the World. | 
uſeb. My Argument is as well timbred as ever, and 
your weak Reaſon makes me more in Love with it : 
For ſuppoſing ſuch Accidents might happen, #. e. were 
poſſible ; by what new-coin'd Logick can you infer they 
did? Many things may be, that never will be, and he 
that poverns himſelf by Poſſibilities, may fear all things, 
and hope for any thing. Nay, your Poffibilities, (as I 


ſhew'd before) like a two-edged Sword cut bath ways, 


they ſtand for each Side of the Contradidtion, and 
whilſt they take both Parts, advantage neicher. For as 
you ſay *twas poſſible for ſuch Accidents ro happen, 
and therefore conclude they did: So I affirm *rwas poſ- 
fible not to happen, therefore infer they did not. My 
Argument is certainly ſtronger than yours, for we figd 
by Experience, that fewer things happen that are poſ- 
fible, than do nor. nne 2667 OJ 1 


But to cloſe with your Argument, I ask whether thoſe 


1 Deluges were Particular or Univerſal? A particular In- 
undation will not do your Buſineſs. For ſuppoſing the 


Sea ſhould break its Incloſure, and play ſuch Pranks in 
our Iſland, as it did in Aitica; wonld the ſurvivin 


15 of the World replunge into Barbarity and ignorance: 


ould the Arts of Writing and Printing ditappear in 


France, Spain and Italy, becauſe England lay under Wa- 
ter? No, no, Sir! The World would jog on. Arts would 
| flouriſh juſt as they do. Perchance the greater Sciences 


of 
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of making Puading and Braun, which (ar Mr. John Ray 
zakes Notice in his Obſervations, are Diſhes proper to Eng- 
land) might ſuffer by the Misfortune, yet Induſtry might 
retrieve them, tor without doubt the Receipts were flip'd 
into Flanders with our Armies; and as the Dxtch taught 
us to beſiege Towns, ſo certainly we inſtructed them in 
the deep Myſteries of Pudding and Braws., _ 
It follows therefore that thoſe Deluges were univerſal, 
(but not ſupernatural I hope) for then you grant the 
very thing we contend: for, vis. a God. Nor could 
they be natural; becauſe, according to the preſent Situa- 
tion of Things, an univerſal Deluge caus'd by the Force 
of Nature is utterly impoſſible ; and I could eaſily de- 
monſtrate it, did the Streſs of our preſent Debate depend 
upon Hydreftaticks : Bur if 1 grant ſuch a Deluge natu- 
rally poſſible ; yet as to the probability you are never the 
nigher ; for haw can any Man in his Senſes -perſwage 
himſelf, that a thing is probable, or likelyto happen, that 
has never fall'n out in an infinite Duration? He that can li 
believe that to be probable, that has never come to paſs th 
in an eternal Revolution of Ages, muſt not be an Enemy 
to Credulity. ei 419d Ran en 
Theo. | never ſaid yet, that an univerſal Inundation MW th 
was probable; you have foiſted in that Word for your I fir 
own Advantage. | _ 1144/7 | fiat 
Exſeb; Have you not told me, thoſe Deluges have come | 
fo dery near the Matter, that few. eſcap'd? _ That they Bo 
have brought Mankind a thouſand times within an Ace pre 
of its Ruin? The Waters then did cover all the Surface the 
of the Earth; except a ſmall Spot of Ground able to tog 
give footing to balf a; Hundred. Why could they not ble 
-! ſwell: ſix Foot higher? Who commanded. this furious 
Element to halt in that critical Point? If it could riſe the) 
- fo high; by the help of natural Cauſes; why not ſome 
Foot bigher?. And if it could; why did it not in an 
Eternity? Methinks there ſhould be Spring-Deluges, as 
well as Spring- Tides: And in ſuch a Trac of Time it 
might once at leaſt mount to the higheſt Pitch, In fine, 
Sir, I defire you, and the whole Sect of Atheiſtical Phi- 
loſopbers, to produce one Reaſon that carries the leaſt 
Shadow of Probability to prove the Waters naturally 
could ſwell tothe Tops of the higheſt Mountains, and 


not cover them, if they could, within the Compaſs of an 
LD: | | Eternit), 
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Eternity, they had done it; For it ſeems iacredible, that 
Nature ſhould not do in an infinite Space whatever lay 
within the Reach of its Power. 

But again, ir ſeems ſtrange, that all the ingenious Part 
of Mankind ſhould be involved in this common Ship- 
wreck ; and a ſmall Parcel of illiterate, ignorant, unpro- 
fitable Blockheads ſurvive the Fall of Nature: For if a 
Hundred only eſcap'd, *tis very likely ſome Mechanicks, 
ſome Carpenters, ſome Plowmen, one at leaſt that could 
write and read ; and probably one Taylor might be in 
this fortunate Company. If ſo, they might propagate 
their Arts with their Blood, and re-people the World in 
a ſhort Time with Trades, as well as with Inhabitants. 


Now Things have happen'd quite contrary; the World, 


tho? ſtock'd with People, was many Years deſtitute of 
Arts. They knew neither the way of Ploughing nor 
Sowing: They could neither plant Vines, or preſs Wine, 
nor turn Milk into Curds, nor thoſe into Cheeſe. Men 
liv'd on the meer Bounty of Nature; Water fatisfy'd 
their Thirſt, and Fruit their Hunger: And for want of 
the Poſt-Office, every one did his own Meſlage. Nay, 
they had not the Wit to cover their Nakedneſs; ſo 
that God himſelf, according to Tradition, cut out the 
firſt Cloaths, and from this Moment we may date the 
Company of Merchant-T aylors. 

I come to your Conflagrations which can only concern 
Books: For they cannot conſume Arts, unleſs firlt they 
prey upon Men: And methinks the Fire mult have nicke 
tne Time, that is, ſer upon all the Houſes in the World 
together, when all Mankind was bury'd in a profound 
Sleep, to do the Feat compleat. Now (I fancy) tho” 
Flames ſhould ſtand upon the Watch for an Eternity; 
they would never meet with ſo fair an occaſion to diſpatch 
our Species: But at laſt they have ravag'd Libraries, 
(you ſay) and glutted their Rage with Memorials and 
Kecords; they not only tumn'd Authors themſelves into 
Aſhes; but all the Hiſtorical Dictionaries, together with 
the Journaus des Scavens: So that their very Names 
were conſum'd with the Paper that preſerv'd *em; and 
mingled with the Duſt we tread on. Your Syltem is 
too ridiculous to be examin'd; too fooliſh to be confu- 
ted; Reaſon has an Antipathy againſt ſuch Abſurdities; 


they are unable even to work on a Madman. There is 
| E e FED no 
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no queſtion but Fire may maſter Libraries, as well as 
private Houſes; and treat them with as little Regard 
as Hhite-Hall; but this will not do your job, to. ſlave 
Phenomena's, we mult ſuppoſe either that all the Books 
in the World were -wheedled into one Magazine, be- 
fore the Mine ſprung ; or that Fire-balls were caſt into 
all the Libraries at a Signal ; theſe two Ways might do 
2 great deal of Execution, and diſpatch ſome Tun of 


Divinity and Hiſtory in a ſhort Time; and I conceive 


they are poſſible, but to ſuſpect em probable, is to im- 
poſe on our Reaſon ; the very Thought of ſuch a Thing 
is a Scandal to human Nature, but to believe it, Frenzy 
and Madneſs. 


DIA Dünn . 


The fifth Proof. *Tis ſhewn quaſi a priore the Horld was 
not Eternal a ſe. 


| Enſeb. I Confeſs it's more eaſy to deny than to prove; 

the Atlailant always attacks at a Diſadvantage; 
that is not above the Pertormance of Ignorance, or Fol- 
ly : But this requires both Wit and Study. However, 
I wave your Advantage, and will draw a Reaſon or two 
from the very Nature andConſtitution of the World, which, 
I think, comes near Conviction, and makes it highly ere- 
dible, it could not poſſibly be ab eterne a ſe. 

It it were Eternal; it is a Neceſſary and Independent 
Being; if Neceſſary and Independent, it muſt be Eternal 
a parte poſt. For as it depends of nothing but it ſelf 
for its Being, it can depend of nothing diſtant from its 
ſelf for its Conſervation ; and as its own Nature was ſuf- 
ficient to give it Exiſtence, fo it is ſufficient to continue 
it; therefore if its Exiſtence was neceſſary, its Continu- 
ation is neceſlary, and if this be weceſ/ary, ic muſt be 


Eternal; hence it follows, that if the bole was Eternal, 


its Parts muſt be Eternal; for the World is not diſtin 
from all its Parts; Therefore, if the World was Eternal, 
all its Parts were Eternal alſo a parte ante, and will be 

e poſt: But no Part of the World is Eternal, 


ſo a 
therefore the Whole is not Eternal. Let us ſingle out 
| | one 
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one Species: Tis evident Men are Born, and Die; 
therefore tis evident that Men were not à parte ante 
Eternal. | | | 
| Theo. I wonder you will impoſe upon the Compa- 
ny: This is not to reaſon but to trifl2; and the Proof 
has more Raillery thau Reaſon. I know | was Nothing 
ſixty Years ago, and that within ſome time I thall re- 
turn to my everlaſting Home. I am not of my ſelf, 
but the Work of Nature, and muſt march off when She 
commands me, nor was there ever any Eternal ludi— 
vidual. 

Euſeb. A little clearer if you pleaſe; when yon ſay 
Man was Eternal, what do you mean? | 

Theor, I mean the Species. Bo, a 

Euſeb. I underſtand. Are you then turn'd Platonick, 
and ſeparate the Species from the Individuals? | 

Theom. No. | 

Exſeb. Why then; methinks it follows, if no Indivi- 
dual was aſe, the Species was not @ ſe, becaule the Ge- 
cies is indiſtin& from all the Individuals. g 

Theom. You call in again at [»finizam, and forgot it 
has no all. All is a Chymera, a kind of philoſophical 
Bull, not apply'd to a determinate Number, | 

Euſeb. Indeed Infinitam has an excellent Situation, 
like Cities in Boggs, there is no coming at it; but at 
preſent it lies out of my way, and 1 ſhall draw off with- 
out meddling with it. But 1 mult cell you 1 take a 
Riddle for a Solution. At leilt human Species is Eter- 
nal à ſe. | s 

Theom. | have granted it. 

Euſeb. Why then it can never be extindt: For what 
depends of it ſelf muſt be Eternal, and whatever is Eter- 
nal a ſe parte ante, mult be ſo à parte poſt ; «unleſs per- 
chance the Fancy ſhould take a Thing to deſtroy its 1elt, 
which is unlikely, and impoſſible to our Hypothelis. 
For whatſoever exiſts a ſe, exilts neceſſarily; but what 
exiſts neceſſarily a ſe, mult always exiſt, otherwiſe it 
well be zece{ſary, and not neceſſary, which implies a flat 
ContradiQion. Fe . 

k Theom. Well; ſuppoſing this true; what do you in- 
er? 8 

Euſeb. That our Species is a Stranger to Eternity, as 
well as its Individuals, _ no more a ſe than you or 

e 2 : 
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I: For all thoſe Men who are now in Being muſt once 
knock off, and ſubmit to the common Fate of Mor- 
tality. | | | | 

Theem. They muſt, this is a terrible Truth, but paſt 


Debate; methinks I would purchaſe one Doſe of Aſcu- 


lapius's immortal Peſſe:-Drink, at any rate. 
Enuſeb. If they dy'd without Iſſue, our Species would 


be at an end. ; | 

Theom. Moſt true; ifthey made a Vow of Continence, 
and kept it, our Race would be fhort-liv'd : But I have 
no great Apprehenſion, that all Mankind will engage in 
an Aſjoctation to ſtand by Chaſtity with their Lives and 
Fortunes, or to die Batchelors. 

Euſeb. It's not very likely indeed: So long as there is 
an Atheiit in the World, the work of Propagation will 
go on: At leaſt ſuch a Reſolution is not impoſſible, for you 
and I can make it, and there is the ſame Reaſon for 
every Man in the World: *Tis therefore poſſible for the 
whole Species to periſh. 

Them What then? 

Euſeb. Why then it follows by an evident II lation, 
that our Species is not a ſe: For whatever is a ſe, mult 
of Neceſſity be Eternal @ parte poſt, as it is Eternal @ par- 
te ante, The ſame Argument takes in any Species now 
Exiſtent; whence I conclude, that if no Species be Eter- 
nal, no Part of the World is Eternal, nor by conſequence 
the I hole. | 

Theom. Not fo faſt ifyou pleaſe: Youprove too much: 
And by conſequence Nothing. agg 

Euſeb. How ſo? 

Theom. Could not God (if there be ſuch a Thing) 
have created the World ab æterno. 

Euſeb. My Reaſon tells me he could not: But not to 
engage in a Matter foreign to our Diſpute, I grant he 
„ 

Theom. Let us then ſuppoſe he did create it ab æteruo; 
in this Caſe our Species would be Eternal a parte ante. 
 Enſeb. It would, © | 1 

Theom. Therefore by your Way of demonſtrating, it 
would be Eternal a parte poſt ; becauſe according to your 
new Logick, whatever is Eternal one way, mult be 
Eternal the other: But I conceive the whole Species might 
be ſtifled by your general Aſſociation, even in this 122 
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theſis, as well as in the other, therefore it evidently fol- 
lows, that the Specres'of Mankind would be Eternal, and 
not Eternal. | | 
Enſeb. Sir, you miſtake the Force of my Argument. 
I do not fay, whatever is Eternal a parte ante, inuſt be 
ſo a parte poſt: But whatever is Eternal a parte ante a ſe, 
muſt be Eternal @ parte poſi. I gave you the Reaſon 
juſt now, viz. becauſe whatever Exiſts a ſe is indepen- 
dent, and intrinſically Neceſſary, and therefore it's inca- 
pable of, Deſtruction; but whatever is created, depends 
of its Cauſe, to whoſe Power alone it owes its Being ; 
and by conſequence is nothing intrinſically Neceſſary : 
It's therefore no more ſtrange, that Things that are by 
courteſy, and Exiſt by benevolence periſh, than that 
Men walk off, and crumble into Duſt and Aſhes. 
Theom. But if we ſuppoſe with Ariſtotle, that God is a 
neceſſary Agent, two Things naturally follow: Hirrſt, 


That our Species was ab æterno; and Secondly; That 


it is weceſſary, Therefore it was neceſſary ab æterno: 
For in this Caſe it could not be ab æterno; yet this 
being granted, the Difficulty returns upon you, for if you 
jay, our Species (in this Suppoſition) muſt be Eternal 
a parte poſt, what can hinder me from making the ſame 


Reply: If you ſay, it may periſh, therefore, *tis true, that 


our Species may end, tho” it be Eternal aſe, independent 
and neceſſary. | . 
Eunſeb. You have caſt the Cauſe upon a palpable Un- 
truth, and beg the Protection of an Abſurdity: Howſoeyer 
to combate your Opinion more ſucceſsfully, we'll examine 


its molt plauſible Pretences, and ſee if we can diſcover 


the Weakneſs of them. I ſay then, this Retreat will 
not ſecure you: For till your Species remains ixtrinſically 
Contingent, and has no other Neceſſity but that of its 
Cauſe; according to its own Nature it may exiſt or 
not exiſt : It has no Perfection inherent, that challenges 
before Non-Exiſtence: So that if it be granted, that it 
did exit neceſſarily ab eterno, this Neceflity is meerly 
extrinſical ; it's Nothing but an Imperfection of the 
Cauſe, no Perfection of the Effect: Now in this Suppo- 
ſition our Species might periſh, becauſe it has no in- 
trinſick Vertue that oppoſes its Deſtruction, but if it 
exiſts 2 ſe, then Exiſtence is indentified with its Nature, 
and it can no more ceaſe to be, than it could not be: 

N E e 3 3 


* 
n — . 1 — 2 4 
* 1 W * 
ay — we 8 
* 
— ew — Y — 8 
— 2 = 
* * 
— — 2 LACY) 


— — 


4 * " n 
2 ĩ HER A iO rg 
8 — — — 
. 8 


8 
* 
1 

- 


1 
1 
11 
UW 

"= 

4 
5 


= 
| 
1 
1 
[| 
Ot 
$ 
' 
. 
1 
| 
* 
ik 
i 
© 
; 
| 
1 


420 The Gentleman Tuſtnufled. - 


I: For all thoſe Men who-are now in Being muſt once 
knock off, and ſubmit to the common Fate of Mor- 
tality. 

Theem. They muſt, this is a terrible Truth, but paſt 
Debate; methinks I would purchaſe one Doſe of AÆAſcu- 
lapins's immortal Poſſez-Drink, at any rate. | 

Euſeb. If they dy'd without Iſſue, our Species would 
be at an end. 5 ED 
 _ Theom. Moſt true; if they made a Vow of Continence, 

and kept it, our Race would be fhort-liv'd : But I have 
no great Apprehenſion, that all Mankind will engage in 
an Aſſociation to ſtand by Chaſtity with their Lives and 
Fortunes, or to die Batchelors. 

Euſeb. It's not very likely indeed: So long as there is g 
an Atheiit in the World, the work of Propagation will ] 
go on: Atleaſt ſuch a Reſolution is not impoſſible, for you 
and { can make it, and there is the ſame Reaſon for 
every Man in the World: Tis therefore poſſible for the 
whole Species to periſh. 

Theom What then? 

Euſeb. Why then it follows by an evident IIlation, 
that our Species is not a ſe: For whatever is 4 ſe, mult 
of Neceſſity be Eternal à parte poſt, as it is Eternal a par- 
ze ante, The ſame Argument takes in any Species now 
Exiſtent ; whence I conclude, that if no Species be Eter- 
nal, no Part of the World is Eternal, nor by conſequence 
the ¶ hole. | : 

Theom. Not ſo faſt ifyou pleaſe: Lou prove too much: 
And by conſequence Nothing. 

Euſeb. How ſo? 

Theom. Could not God (if there be ſuch a Thing) 
have created the World ab eterno. 

Euſeb. My Reaſon tells me he could not: But not to 
engage in a Matter foreign to our Diſpute, I grant he 
could. -" : 

Theom. Let us then ſuppoſe he did create it ab etern: 
in this Caſe our Species would be Eternal a parte ante. 

Enſeb. It would. „ IE 

Tbeom. Therefore by your Way of demonſtrating, it 
would be Eternal a parte poſt; becauſe according to your 
new Logick, whatever is Eternal one way, mult be 
Eternal the other: But I conceive the whole Species might 
be ſtifled by your general Aſſociation, even in this 122 
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theſis, as well as in the other, therefore it evidently fol- 
lows, that the Species of Mankind would be Eternal, and 
not Eternal. : | 
Euſeb. Sir, you miſtake the Force of my Argument. 
I do not ſay, whatever is Eternal a parte ante, muſt be 
ſo a parte poſt: But whatever is Eternal a parte ante a ſe, 
muſt be Eternal @ parte poſt. I gave you the Reaſon 
juſt now, viz. becauſe whatever Exiſts a ſe is indepen- 
dent, and intrinſically Neceſſary, and therefore it's inca- 
pable of, Deſtruction; but whatever is created, depends 
of its Cauſe, to whoſe Power alone it owes its Being ; 
and by conſequence is nothing intrinſically Neceſſary : 
It's therefore no more ſtrange,” that Things that are by 
courteſy, and Exiſt by benevolence periſh, than that 
Men walk off, and crumble into Duſt and Aſhes. 
Theom. But if we ſuppoſe with Ariſtotle, that God is a 
neceſſary Agent, two Things naturally follow: Hirſt, 
That our Species was ab æterno; and Secondly; That 
it is neceſſary. Therefore it was neceſſary ab æterno: 
For in this Caſe it could not be ab æterno; yet this 
being granted, the Difficulty returns upon you, for if you 
ſay, our Species (in this Suppoſition) muſt be Eternal 
a parte poſt, what can hinder me from making the ſame 
Reply: If you ſay, it may periſh, therefore, *tis true, that 
our Species may end, tho? it be Eternal aſe, independent 
and zeceſſary. | 4 
Enſeb. You have caſt the Cauſe upon a palpable Un- 
truth, and beg the Protection of an Abſurdity; Howſoever 
to combate your Opinion more ſucceſsfully, we'll examine 
its moſt plauſible Pretences, and ſee if we can diſcover 
the Weakneſs of them. I ſay then, this Retreat will 
not ſecure you: For till your Species remains ixtrinſically 
Contingent, and has no other Neceſſity but that of its 
Cauſe; according to its own Nature it may exiſt or 
not exiſt : It has no Perfection inherent, that challenges 
before Non-Exiſtence: So that if it be granted, that it 
did exiſt neceſſarily ab æterno, this Neceſſity is meerly 
extrinſical ; it's Nothing but an Imperfection of the 
Cauſe, no Perfection of the Effect: Now in this Suppo- 
ſition our Species might periſh, becauſe it has no in- 
trinfick Vertue that oppoſes its Deſtruction, but if it 
exiſts 2 ſe, then Exiſtence is indentified with its Nature, 
and it can no more ceaſe to be, than it could not be: 
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So that no Hypotheſts can elude an Argument; where- 
fore | conciude it's evident our Species may be extin- 
guiſh'd, therefore it's evident it cannot be Eternal à ſe. 
But pray remeinber what l told yon juſt now, your Ar- 
gument owes its Force to a palpable Abſurdity, and you 
know ſuch Weapons do ſmall Execution: You ſuppoſe 
God a neceſſary Ageat, now the very Suppoſition deltroys 
him; for Liberty is. a Perfection: Seeing therefore God 
is infinite in Perfection, you cannot ſuppoſe him void of 
Freedom, without ſüppoſing him nat infinitely Perfect, 
and by conſequencc % God : So that your Diſcourſe 
runs thus; if God were God, aud not God; if he created 
neceſſariiy a Species ab aterno, and did not create it; this 
Species weuld not be ſubject to Deſtruction, and would be 


#b;e#Z to Deftrudtion : This is cornutum argumentum, but 1 
: becauſe it goars with both Horns, it wounds with nei- t 

| ther. | 
| Again: If God lay under a Neceſſity of creating ab ] 
| eterne, Why of this World rather than of another? If f 


nothing elſe lies within the reach of his Power, a faite | 
Perfection has drain'd his creative Faculty: His Omni- 
porence is at a Stop; and by conſequence his Iafivity 
and Being at an End: If he can create ſomething elſe, 
what determin'd him to leave all other Creatures in the 
State of Nothing, and to inveſt this World with Dig- 
nity of Exilteace? If the Determination came from the 
= Nature of the World, then it requir'd Exiſtence ab æterxo, 
4 | and 10.matt have been ab terno, without any Obligation 
to God for its Being: If from God, then he is. free, 
and the Exilteace of the: World is the Effect of his Li- 
© berality, not of Neceility ; whence it follows, that every 
Moment it lies at his Mercy, he may thruſt every Indi- 
vidual into Nothing, with the ſaine treedom and eaſineſs 
he drew them out of it. | by 
Some Philoſophers. (I know) make God a neceſſary. 
Agent, not to ſuppoſe him {dle; they fancy Lazineſs be- 
comes his Majeity leſs than Neceſſity, and becauſe they 
' cannot aſſign aim any other Employment but Creation, 
| they infer he created this World ab aierne. WY 
Theſe People come within an Ace of the Extravagance 
oF the Poets, who to cut out ſome Work for their God 
Mercury, made bim a Poſt- Boy: But let us take at preſent. 
theſe Dreams for Truths, theſe ieee It 
p TS follows 
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follows at leaſt he may deſtroy this World, upon Con- 


dition he'll take the Pains to build another; nay, he may 
raiſe with one Hand, and pull down with the other, for 


all Eternity: for in this Caſe it is evident he cannot 


waut Employment, and his Buſineſs will equal his AQi- 
vity: So that to conclude in Spite of the Protection of 
Abſurdity it felf, you muſt confeſs that every Species 
that exiſts is ſubje& to Deſtruction, and therefore not 
a ſe. 

| Theom. Tho? no Species be eternal, Matter may be 


Eternal. 


Exſeb. What if it be? | 

Theom, If it be, theſe different Species which grace the 
World, might ſpring out of the firſt Fruitfulneſs of the 
Earth, which certainly was more prolifick ſome Ages ago 
than at preſent. | | 

Euſeb. Ho, Sir! We are out of our way, and juſt fal- 
len on the Confines of Democratiſm. The laſt Moment 
the World was Exs a ſe, and now by the Vertne of-ſome 
rare Adventure, it's transform'd into an Ens per Accident. 
Seeing you are in a Fit of FiQion, make uſe of fancy 
before it cool, and ſay Men are hatcht in Ovens like 
Chickens in Egypt, or that Beaſts ſpring from Muck, 
and Men from Parſly-Beds. I am almoſt aſham'd to 
confute Abſurdities, ſo groſs at firſt Sight, ſo palpable, 
that no, Diſcourſe can make them more apparent: What 
would the World fay if you advance this Opinion in 
Print? They ought to look upon you as mad or fooliſh, 
if they would do you Right: But I admit the wond'rous 
Fecundity of the Earth, and ask you how it comes to 
paſs the Species of Animals are not Eternal! For either 
the Earth poſſeſs'd this prolifick Quality 4 #zerzo, or it 
did not; if it did not, by what happy Chance did it 
come by it? If from it ſelf, it muſt be Eternal; if from 
another, you admit a diſtinct Agent, and ſo our Contro- 
verſy is at an End: If it did poſſeſs this prolifick Ver- 
tue ab æteruo, then it produc'd all things ab æterno (for 
I ſuppoſe Matter is a neceſſary Agent:) But if this Ver- 
tue be Eternal, methinks ir ſhould ſtill remain, and 
then we might have the Satisfaction ſometimes to breed 
Horſes out of Quagmires, or reap good Crops of Men. 
If this producing Quality falls with Age, why is it not 
quite extint? Why does the Earth bring forth any 

| | E e 4 thing? 


＋ 


— — . ö 
— 14 — © 7 gay i — te — — — = woe VP — — 
— 2 * * Ia — 
293 * —— * 
1 o * we 1 — 
3 \ == — 
8 * _— OOTY — — 


— — 
Ween ye 


[ 
4 
' 


' 
13 
8 
8 
N 
i 
: 3 ? 


= 
28 © N 0 » - 
mZ— ——— — — — 
——ä— — ——— — * — — — — — — 
— 4.6 2 my * 44 * 
— *. — — * 


424 The Gentleman Inſtruc led. 
thing? An inexhauſtible Vertue will run upon the Lees 
in the Space of an Eternity, and end in Sterility. Thus 


you ſee your ſelf at a Loſs, tho? Matter be Eternal; the 


more you evade a firſt Agent diſtin from the World, 
the more you encounter him, and you have nothing 
left but the Liberty of being a Deiſt or a Fool. | 
But to give full Satisfaction, I offer you a Reaſon or 
two, which ſeem to conclude, the very Matter cannot 
be Eternal a ſe. Firlt, *tis evident, of all Beings Matter 
comes the neareſt to Nothing, it has ſcarce any other 
Perfection, than that of bare Exiſtence, tis pura potentia, 
a meer Capacity: Now upon what Right does this ab- 
Jet Thing challenge the glorious Attribute of Aſeity and 
Eternity? Before we put it in Poſſeſſion of ſuch tranſcen- 
dent Titles, both, Reaſon and Juſtice command us to 
examine its Pretenſions: On account of Perfection, it 
can put in no Claim, for the moſt vile Inſects that creep 
in Mire, and ſpring from Corruption, lock up a greater 
Treaſure of Perfections in an Eye alone, than are dif- 
fus'd thro? the whole Maſs of Matter: If therefore} nei- 
ther theſe, nor even Man himſelf dares aſpire ta Indepen- 
dence and Eternity, why ſhould Matter? To adjudge it 
theſe incommunicable 13 on Account of Imper- 
fection, is very extraordinary: Indeed ſuch a Sentence 
may argue Compaſſion or good Nature in a Judge, but 
not one Grain of Juſtice: Is Beggary a TI itle to Great- 
. nels? Or Peaſantry to Nobility? Becauſe I am born a 
Scavenger, muſt I challenge a Place at the Council Ta- 
ble? Or ſue for a Dukedom, becauſe my Family wants 
a Coat of Arms? Is it not as ridiculous to dignify Mat- 
ter with Aſeity, becauſe it borders upon Nothing, as to 
make it :zzdependeat, becauſe it cannot exiſt without ſome 
Form? "6 | - | | 
Theom, Its right to Independence is neither founded 
on Impetfection, nor Perfection, but on its Nature. 
a What do you mean? ls not Aſeity a Perfe- 
Ron? 
Theor. Ves. | . 
Euſeb. Therefore the Exigence of Aſeity founded in 
Matter mult be a Perfection; for certainly to claim 2 
Perfection as a Debt, not a Gift, is one; but how do 
19 know this Exigence is founded on the Nature of 
atter? A Genileman's Word will not paſs current a- 
HH en 
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mongſt Philoſophers, as it does amongft Taylors and 
Vintners: They require Caution, thoſe ipſe dixit Days 
expir'd with old Pythagagas, and according to the pre- 
ſent Conſtitution of Mankind, will not revive in our 
Time: Tell me then, by what myſterious Light have 


you diſcovered, that Aſeity is entaii'd on Matter? That 


it's a Branch of Birth-Right? I conceive an Aſſertion may 
be prov'd two ways, either by Authority or Reaſon ; 
could you ſ#bpene a Brace of Eternal Witneſſes, they 
might go far to the clearing the Point in Controverſy, 
but there are few of that Stamp in the Nation; they 
are as rare as a reaſonable Atheiſt : Seeing therefore Wit- 
neſſes cannot relieve you, you mult retreat to Reaſon; 
regale us, I beſeech you, with a Demonſtration. 

Theom. We find by Experience, that Matter is not lia- 
ble to Corruption; tho' Compounds riſe and fall, it 
ſtands immoveable; it neither loſes any thing by Time, 
nor gains: There was no more a thouſand Years ago 
than to Day, nor will there be leſs in future Ages, than 
at preſent, it therefore will be Eternal, and if it will be 
Eternal, it has been ab æterno. 

Exſeb. You prove well, that as Matter cannot be 
corrupted, ſo it cannot be generated, and by conſequence 
will be Eternal; ſo far you are in the Right: But then 
it does not follow it was à ſe ab eterno, becauſe it might 


have been created; for the Impoſſibility of Creation 


cannot be inferr'd from any true Principle: Nay, I have 
prov'd already, that Matter could not be @ ſe, ſo that 
your Argument falls to the Ground, and without any 
rejudice to the force of my Proof. b 
Secondly, If Matter be ens a ſe, and eternal, neceſſary, 
and independent Being, it is actus purus, i. e. it had no 
Capacity to receive any more Perfections, than thoſe it 
poſſeſs'd ab æter no; for there is no Reaſon why it ſhould 
poſſeſs one more than another: Therefore ab æterno, it 
either poſſeſs'd no Perfection, which deſtroys the Hypo- 
theſis, or a: If it had all, it cannot receive any more; 
therefore if it be Eternal a ſe, neceſſary and independent, 
It is actus pxras, incapable of any further Perfection. 
Again, if it be neceſſary and independent, it cannot 
loſe any PerſeQion it had ab, æterno; becauſe, if it could, 
that might be, and might not be, and by conſequence 
would not be intrinſically Neceſſary; beſides, as it - 
5 1 pe 
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pends of its ſelf alone for its Being, ſo nothing diſtin 


can poflibly deſtroy it. | 

Hence it follows, that whatgger is Eternal a ſe, neceſ- 
fary and independent, muſt be unalterable; for all Change 
is a Motion, either from a greater Perfection to a leſs, 
or from a Leſs to a Greater, or at leaſt to an Equal: 
Seeing therefore an eternal, neceſſary, and independent Be- 
ing is 4&xs pars, uncapable either of acquiring or lo- 
ting any Perfection, it muſt be zxalzerable. 

Hence it follows, that Matter cannot be eternal, xe- 
ceſſary and independent: Firlt, becauſe it is an incom- 
pleat Being, and has a natural Tendency to Forms; *tis 
(as I may ſay) out of its Element, in a State of Vio- 
lence and Longing, until it compaſles a perfect Body, 
and. cannot naturally Exiſt without the actual Exerciſe 
of that Office: To be therefore a Part is one of Matter's 
PerfeRions, becauſe nothing can naturally defire, what 
is not a natural Perfedion: Now I have prov'd already 
that no perfect Species could be Eternal, therefore Mat- 
ter did acquire ſome new Perfection when thoſe Spe- 
cies began, which it had not before; hence it follows, 
that Matter is neither actus purus, nor analterable, becauſe 
in time it acquir'd a Perfection which it had not ab eter- 
xo, and by conſequence is not a ſe, neceſſary and inde- 
pendent; therefore it was created by an All-powerful 
Agent, which we call God. « 

Theom. We are bemit'd in Ariſtotle's Materia prima, 
and ſlipt into the Syſtem of ſubſtantial Forms: You 
would fcare me with old Peripateticifm, and put off obſo- 
lete Dreams for Demonſtration: That counterfeit Coin 
is call'd in, and only goes current at Salamanca in Spain, 
where Antiquity has the ſame Charms as Novelty has 
with us: They ſtick ro old Opinions, as they do to old 
Faſhions, and will no more part with Ariſtotle, than 
the Chineſe with their Beards : But we have degraded the 
Stagirite To ſwear in verba magiſtri, is an Incroach- 
ment upon our Liberty; in fine, Sir, Materia prima is 
an empty Name; and tubſtantia! Forms a groundleſs 
Invention; and your Demonſtration is void of al! Force, 
becauſe it relies on Fiction and Viſion. 

Eꝛuſeb. I neither declare for Ariſtotle not Gaſſendus, 
nor have a greater Inclination for Des Cartes, than the 


Chymiſts:; My Proof runs thro' any Hypotheſis, — is 
| caltue 
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ther, up ſtarts a Horſe; 
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calculated up for all Syſtems. Tell me your Opinion, 
that I may model my Argument, and point it againſt 

your Evaſion. OR | 
Theom. What we call Matter, is nothing but a complex 
of various ſimple Bodies ab æterno; they by an innate 
Quality ſcower about, and by a mutual Concourſe frame 
thoſe „ that ſtock the Univerſe: The Varie- 
ty only conſiſts in the Diverſity of Combinations: When 
fach a Number of Hot, dry, and moiſt Atoms cling toge- 
$44 ſame may be ſaid of Mixts: 


„% 


as mean an Opinion of himſelf as of God, before he can 
aſſert, that the only Diſtinction between him and an In- 
ſect, lies in the Difference. of the Mixture: Methinks, 
ſuch an Opinion might diſpoſe him to Modeſty: Nay, of 
all Men, he ſhould be the leaſt preſuming, who acknow- 
ledges fuch a, baſe Extraction, and puts no other Diffe- 
rence. between him and a Brute, than between fine Hol- 
lend and Scoteb Clotb: Yet upon Experiment, theſe are 
the great Pretenders of Mankind, who while they con- 
teſs themſelves: fo. near ally d to Beaſts, adore their Ex- 
cellencies, and fall down before Calves, as the Fews did 
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in the Wilderneſs: Indeed he that wants Leiſure or Capa- 
city to examine his Nature, or perſwades himſelf his 
better Part is Immortal, may grow vain upon a kind 
Preſumption, or the real Conviction of ſuch a towering 
Perfection: But for a Man to be proud, who pretends to 
demonſtrate his own Baſeneſs, is little leſs than Frenzy: 
Now pray attend, Atoms (you ſay) have an intimate 
Principle of Motion; Nature, as we find by Experience, 
always works ſome End, therefore that Motion of the 
Atoms has ſome End; we cannot diſcover the Ends 
better than by the Effects, the Effects are Compounds, 
therefore the End of that Motion inherent in the Mat- 
ter is compound; hence it follows, that actually to con- 
ſtitute a compos'd Body, is a Perfection of the Matter, 


| 
becauſe it is a Poſſeſſion of the End, to which Nature iſ ' 
inclines it; but it did not poſſeſs this End ab zterno, 
therefore ab æterno it wanted ſome Perfection, of which 
it was capable; therefore 'tis alterable, and by conſe- t 
quence not Eternal à ſe, beſides if it had not all the Perfe- J 
ctions ab æterus it poſſeſſes them in Time, it had no Perfe- 


ctions 7b w#terno; becauſe there is no Reaſon why it 
ſhould have one, and not all others of which it is capa- 
ble: Wherefore I conclude it was not ab æterno à ſe, 
neither will it avail you to reply, Theſe Perfections are 
accidental; firſt, becauſe Eng a fe can have no accidental 7 
Perfection, for whatever it has is neceſſary and indentify'd 
with its Nature; and ſeconaly, becaufe it is Actur pmrns, 
as I faid before. r enn 5 6 
Theom: This is ridiculons to'Exceſs! What if a Ball of 1 E 
Wax was a ſe, could I not mould it into a Cube, not 
melt it down? You return a Paradox for an Anſwer. tc 
- Exſeb. You muſt not wonder if one Abſurdity begets I I! 
another, a ridjeulous Conſequence flows from a ridicu- 
lous Antecedent; and one Paradox is the beſt Proof of W 
another. To expect Reaſon from Nonſenſe, is to Fr ſes 
after Impofſibilities, If you ſuppoſe a Sphere of Wax 
Eternal a fe, either that Figure was peceſſary, or it was 
not; ifitwas hot, who caſt it into that Form? Why was I Et: 
it a Sphere rather than a Cube? If it owes" the Deter- 
mination'to ſome exterior Principle, then the Wax was 
not a ſe, becauſe the Figure was not: If that Figure was 
* neceſſary, the Nature of the Wax requir*d it; if the Na- W 
ture of ihe Wat requir'd it, it can be deſtroyed no inore ſon 
fil than 
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than, the Nature: But if you ſuppoſe that Sphere à ſe, 
the Nature of the Wax cannot poſſibly be deſtroyed, 
therefore neither can the Figure; indeed that Wax would 
be very ſtubborn, but Impoſſibilities are an inflexible 
Generation, and can no more be brought over to Rea- 
ſon, than Atheiſts. The World therefore is not Eternal 
aſe, nor any Part of it; whence it remains, that a moſt 
powerful Author drew it out of Nothing, to whom we 
owe our Being and Converſation, and by conſequence 
Homage. | 

Theom, ls this all you have to ſay to the Point? 

Euſeb. 1 could enlarge on the Matter; but for the 
reſent, I leave the Arguments to your Conſideration. 
We lie under a Dilemma; if they hold good, they will 
ſtand upon Record againſt you; if not, againſt me: 
Which I ſuppoſe will be no unacceptable Revenge. You 
will have the Satisfaction of Laughing at the Vanity of 
the Attempt, and of applauding your Abilities into the 
Bargain. 


DIALOGUE XXI. 


The Sixth Proof. Tho' there were a G OD, he cannot con- 


vince thoſe Atheiſts of his Being, who reſuſe Aſſent to the 
foregoing Proofs. | 


Euſeb. 1 Have worſted you in the Judgment of Autho- 
rity, and have diſpatch'd Part of your Excep- 


tions: Weare come to the laſt Tribunal of Reaſon, and if 
Thave the good Fortune to foil you here, our Suit is at 


an End; and certainly I have all the Grounds in the 
World to hope a favourable Iſſue, for Reaſon never rever- 
ſes the Sentence of Univerſal Tradition, when back'd 
with a hundred Reaſons. | 

In the firſt Place; you cannot admit the World to be 
Eternal aſe, without ſtriking upon a manifeſt Abſurdity ; 


now Abſurdities cannot poſſibly flow from Truth; they 


are the Children of Falſhood, and the Offspring'of Error. 
Theom. If you can ſhew that the Hypotheſis of the 
World's Eternity leads to any thing that claſhes with Rea- 
ſon, or borders upon Error, without doubt I lie at your 
| LE Mercy: 


8 
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Mercy: The Conſequence takes after the Antecedent, and 
*tis impoſſible for that to be ridiculous, without this be 
erroneous. 9 

Exſeb. You have granted, That if there be a God, he 
can manifeſt his Being to Men, by ſome ſenſible Effect of 
his Omnipotence. : PLES: 

Theom. | have, and a Man mult take Pleaſure in Folly, 
and.dote on ContradiQions, before he can deny a Truth 
ſo Evident: For to confeſs an omnipotent Being, and to 


refuſe him the Power of manifeſting himſelf by ſome ex- | 


terior Sign to a Creature who is furniſh'd with Senſes, 
and endow'd with Reaſon, is a flat ContradiQion. 
Exſeb. Jam glad to hear ſo ingenious a Confeſſion: 
Pray therefore take Notice; if God intended to diſco- 
ver himſelf by an exterior Sign, he would chooſe fome 
ſtately Work worthy of his Power, and ſuitable to his 
Grandure. | N b 
Theom. He woulc. N | 
Euſeb. Let us then ſuppoſe for ſome Moments, that yon 
and I ſlept in our Beds of pure Poflibility; that we 
are now, what we were a thouſand Years ago, very No- 
things: Let us ſuppoſe beſides, that all things elſe fall in- 
to the ſame State of Impotence; that an infinite Being 
exiſts alone, and reſolves to communicate his Perfections 
to ſome Creatures, and to maniteſt himſelf to Man, the 
moſt perfect Piece of his Power. Immediately one Fat 
calls a glorious Fabrick from an Eternal Norhine, uniform 
in Variety, and various in Uuiformity: A Creature dig- 
nified with Reaſon, ſer off with Senſes, and enrich'd with 
a hundred noble Qualities, marches at the Head of this 
new-born Multitude: He admires at the ſtately Archite- 
Cure of the Infant World, the Multiplicity of Parts, the 
ſtupendious Contrivance and Harmony of the whole: 
Can he, or his Poſterity by the Force of Reaſon come to 
the Knowledge of the Deity that made it? According to 
your Principles they cannot: For tho? we fuppoſe this 
new-fram'd World, a thouſand Times more perfect, than 
that we liv@in, they may conclude ir was Eternal, as now 
you do, and they have a better Plea, becauſe we ſup- 
poſe it more perfect. Tis true, the firſt Man knows he 
is not Eternal, but of what Standing the 'World -is, or 
how ye comes to be, is a Myſtery: He may aſcribe his 
good Luck to Chance or his own Nature, as well as —_ 
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But if we come to his Deſcendants, they will be at a 
Puzzle for the Original of their Genealogy: T hey can 
arrive at the Knowledge of it, either by Tradition or 
Reaſon; and if by either, or both theſe Means they can 
be aſcertain'd-they had a Beginning, why are not you 
aſſur'd we had one? For which way hall they meet with 
2 more diffuſive Tradition, or more pregnant Arguments 
than we have for the Beginning of this World ? IF the 
Structure of the new-ſuppos'd World be admirable to a- 
mazement, that of the Old is ſurprizing: If there ap- 
pear in the Conſtitution of that, as many Characters of 
Wiſdom and Power, as Parts; the very Blind may read 
as many in the Frame of this: That may open us a Per- 
ſpective of Miracles, and this unfolds a Scene of Won- 
ders: If therefore in ſpight of Tradition and Reaſon, in 
ſpight of the moſt viſible Characters of Wiſdom and 
Power; in fine, maugre as many Wonders as there are 
Objects without us, or Veing, Muſcles and Arteries 
within us, Atheiſtsdeny this World had any other Author 
than its own Neceſſity and Independency; why may not 
the Atheiſts of the new World elude the Force of Tradi- 
tion and Reaſon by your wretched Evaſion? They may 
certainly entrench themſelves in the Hypotbeſis of Eter- 
nity, and Out-face (by your Example) downright De- 
monſttation. N z; 
'Theom. Tho? indeed theſe new Gentlemen would be 
at a Noxplus, as well as we; and I believe that would 
vye incredulity with this, yet God might manifeſt him- 
ſelf many Ways: Firſt, By infuſing into all Men as clear 
a Conviction of his Being, as we have of the firſt Prin- 
ciples of Reaſon: Secondly, By teaching them ſome De- 
monſtration, that he created the World, which lies out 
of Sight: And Thirdly, By divine Revelation. Theſe 
Methods are very featible, and I fancy would do the 
Buſineſs. 33 Ws 13 N 
Euſeb. Firſt, All thoſe Ways are ſupernatural : Now 
tis very ſtrange that Omnipotence ſhould want Power to 
frame a Work capable to Point out to a Rational Creature 
its divine Contriver, without the Aſſiſtance of Miracles: 
But again, tho' God ſhould infuſe into all thoſe Inhabi- 
tants of the new World, as clear a Knowledge of their 
Origin, as of the firſt Principles, Do you think all De- 
bates would vaniſh at the Approach of that glaring 
. ight 


by 
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Light? Have not Men deny'd the Truth of theſe great 
Principles in ſpite of Conviction, altho* they had no 
other Temptation to be fooliſh, but the Pleaſure of con- 
tradicting? And why ſhould 5 expect in your Caſe a 
more reaſonable Procedure? Eſpecially when the omni- 
potent Motives of Lewdneſs and Epicuriſm, that debauch 
re Underſtanding, would corrupt and bribe theirs: 
or they may oppoſe againſt Demonſtration theſe Ar- 
ments which ſupport your Obſtinacy, and buoy up your 
nfidelity. I cannot conceive how it is poſſible for an 


infinite Mercy, and an infinite Juſtice to meet in the 


ſame Subject, how Juſtice can pardon, or Mercy puniſh; 
therefore, there is no ſuch Thing. 

To ſay ſomething can be made of nothing, is to croſs 
upon Reaſon; to build new Principles upon the Ruin of 
the old, and by conſequence to break down the Inclo- 
ſure between Sophiſtry and Demonſtration, Truth and 
Falſhood; therefore the Horld was not created: Nay, *twas 
poſſible to be ab æterno, therefore it was. What Evi- 
dence can be ſecure from the Attempts of theſe Argu- 
ments? They dare attack Euclid, and huff Apollonia: 
If reſolute Denials paſs content for Proofs, and Poſſibi- 
lities for Demonſtrations, we paſs all things on Cour- 
teſy. A Man that dares look a Fool in the Face, may 
do ſtrange Execution; he may deny us into Nothing, 
and by the fly Turn of a Poſſibility demonſtrate us out 
of Being. PRE, e * 

 Theom. Nay, a Man that is reſolv'd to puſh Folly 
home, may puzzle a fix form Philofopher, yet the De- 
feat of the one, will prove more glorious than the Victo- 
ry of the other; but then I thought Evidence carried all 
before it, and captivated more Underſtandings than the 
Grand Seignior has enſlav'd Chriſtians, | 
Euſeb. Evidence indeed is generally victorious, but 
oftentimes tis over-match'd: A Man ſeconded by Preju- 
dice or Intereſt, ſtands immoveable: You muſt change 
bis Circumſtances before he will alter his Opinion : His 
Underſtanding never changes Sides, unleſs Intereſt mar- 
ches! off firſt : But when this wheels about, that follows 
through a thouſand Errors. The Sun has Beams enough, 
not only to fill, but even to dazzle a well-diſpos'd Eye; 
but if a Film croſſes the Pupil, or a Cataract interpoſes 
between the Chryſtal, in ſpight of Light the Organ re- 
| | | mains 
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mains in Obſcurity, and the Patient finds the Effects of 
Night, and the Horror of Darkneſs at Mid-day : Thus 
the Cauſe ſtands with the Underſtanding : I grant thoſe 
People we talk of would have Proofs ſufficient to content 
a well-diſpos'd Underſtanding, and ſo have you; but 
if they are haunted with the Spirit of Diſpute and Ob- 
ſtinacy, if Intereſt ſtands againſt Creation and God, the 
lntellect falls preſently into Diſorder, Miſts ariſe, and 
Fumes interpoſe ; and when *tis thus diſmounted, Evi- 
dence by a kind of Autipariſtaſis produces Obſtinacy, not 
ConviQion, and rather hardens the Heart than ſoftens 
the Brain. (1 TEE 3? F | . 2 "FOE OY 
. Your ſecond Means is expos'd to the ſame Exceptions: 
do not queſtion but God can draw a Legion of De- 
monſtrations from-the Conſtitution of the World to e-. 
vince he made it, which are not within the reach of 
our Knowledge: Yet if the new-found. World Atheiſts 
are of the ſame Temper with thoſe of our Horizon, they 
will diſpute their Ground, and never ſurender, till 
the Fire of Hell acts upon Senſe, and ſo conveys Truth 
into the Underſtanding by eternal Sufferings: For as you 
(againſt the common Vote of, Mankind, againſt 2 


plain Conviction of Reaſon) caſt Creation out of Do 
doth as needleſs and impoflible, what hinders them from 
following your Footſteps, and oppoſing to all, Demon- 
{trations theſe groundleſs Conjectures, that ſupport your 
lacredulity ? If you ſay.a Man that dares fly in the 
Face of Evidence, is 4a Monſter, that he ought rather to 
be caned than argu'd in Reaſon, you are in the right; 
but theſe Monſters over-run the World, they are grown 
ſo common, that they rather pleaſe than aſtoniſh ; for 
now an inflexible Obſtinacy, and a mighty Wit are be- 
come ſynonimous, and 'tis far -more warrantable and 
modiſh to ſtand cloſe to Intereſt, than to yield to the 


* -* +. % 1 


Force of Reaſon. 


I cannot gueſs why. Revelation ſhould prove more 
effectual than Demonſtration ; theſe inward Lights are 
aways accompany d with ſome Abſurdity ; and though 
they. illuminate, ,. they, leave us in the dark : An unwary 
Man may eafily be deluded, he may miſtake Tempta- 
tion for Inſpiration, and the Voice of God for the Spirit 
of Fornication : We remember yet what mad Pranks 
our Fathers ſaw the laſt Age, when People rebell d by 
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divine Impulſe, and executed their Prince on a Scaffold 
by Revelation; when they bled their Fellow-Subjects 
Purſes, and then their Veins, by the Command of the 
Spirit; when they tranſgrets'd God's Laws by Providence, 
and thoſe of Nature by Inſpiration: And as Men fana- 
tically inclin'd, take every Impulſe of Paſſion for divine 
Revelation; fo they who love Libertiniſm look upon 
Revelation it ſelf as an Illuſion, they will admit of no- 
thing Diwige, but Senſuality, they examine Truth by the 
Standard of Pleaſure, and whatever baulks Appetite, is 
Spleen-and Viſion: One would think the Revelation of 
the World's Creation made ſo many thouſand Years ago 
to. Moſes, is Certain almoſt to Evidence; it has under- 
gone the examen of Ages, and the Cr:ticiſm of obſtinate 
incredulity, it has triumph'd over Ignorance, conquer'd 
Malice, and ſham'd thoſe it could not convince; I do not 
fee how a particular Revelation can be more perſwaſive 
than that which has been put a thouſand times to the 
Feſt; nor how this can force an Underſtanding againſt 
the Byaſs of Intereſt, that will not come over to the o- 
ther: For ſtill you may run to your old Retrenchment, 
1 World was poſſible ab eterno, therefore it was ab æter- 
; id eſt, you may take begging the Queſtion for Pro- 
ving, and Impudence for Reaſon. bo 0 
Theo: What think you; if God ſhould take you and 
me by the Hair, as you fancy an Angel did {{abakkk, 
and poſt us away to the imaginary Spaces above the Em- 7h 
pyreum? If he ſhould appear in Majeſty, and regale ou WU 
Sight with a Scene of Creation ? | 
"Exſeb. Why; I think you would be amazed, but not 
convinc'd; you mounted an Atheiſt, and would return 


as Theo. That's ſtrange ! N FFF 1 

- -Emnſeb. Tis ſo indeed; yet not more ſtrange, than that 
after ſo many Proofs of a Divinity, you remain in Int: 
delity: For if God did appear, he muſt borrow ſome ſen- 
fible Shape; humane Eyes are too feeble to gaze upon 
2 Spirit: The Glory of a Divinity dazzles them: The 
ſiuk under the Splendor of the- Omnipotent. Now, he 
has appeat d already under the Form of Fire and Smoak 
to a whole Atmy, not able to beat his Majeſty; and this 
Appearance is made ſo credible, that he who will not be. 
lieve ſo many thouſand Eyes, muſt be a'Fool _—_— 
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two: Again, how do you know but this World eter- 
nally floated: (like a ſwimming Iſland) in the vaſt Ocean 
of thoſe imaginary Spaces? And by a lucky Puff of 
Chance, or Storm of Atoms, was wafted over to you in 
the Nick of Time? Theſe Caſualties are (I hope) poſ- 
ſible: Beſides, that unlucky Principle, ex nibilo ab „it, 
might gravel your Underſtanding above, as now it does 
below, for Situation makes no alteration in Truth or 
Falſchood; if it be evident here, it will be evident there; 
and if it appear Sophiſtry in the new World, why ſhould 
it paſs for Demonſtration in the old? But if this ſnould 
chance to work upon you, your Fellow-Athieſts would 
be where they are, unleſs God ſhould fall upon new 
Creations, and cure their Infidelity by condeſcending to 
their Pride, and ſatisfying their Curioſity : But then you 
would condemn him to a Drudgery more inſupportable 
than that of looking after Flies. He mult (it ſeems} 
Work, if not for his Living, at leaſt for Adoration; He 
muſt fawn on Athieſts to deſerve their Protection, and 
_ an Apprenticeſhip. to be acknowledg'd for their 
alter. 7 1 | A317 * 
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Euſeb. 1 Have done with my Arguments, which muſt 
Is de very ſatisfactory, unleſs you can invalidate 
them by urgent Reaſons, and prove by Evidence à priori, 
or at leaſt from the very Nature and Conſtitution of the 
World, that it was impoſſible to be made: Favour me 
therefore with a ſhort Liſt of your Neaſons, range them 
(if you pleaſe) in Rank and File, draw them up to the 
deſt Advantage, and make the moſt of them; yet I fancy, 
when all is done, you muſt eſtabliſh the World's Eternity 
by begging heartily, not by proving it; and if I ſtay, 
till you evince it by Reaſon, the World may have an 
End, before you prove hazard or neceſſity give it a Be- 
zinning. .. SIDE 
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- Theo. In the firſt place; we cannot give the World 
2 Ing without forcing Reaſon; and impoſing on 
our Underſtanding. This Docttine muſt be ſupported 
on the Ruins of firſt Principles, and whoſoever abets 
it muſt abjure thoſe great Truths, that Mankind avows 
to be the Standard and Meaſure af all others. Ex nibils 
#ibil fit is the common Voice of Nature; 'tis too clear 
to be prov'd; it ſhines on the Underſtanding, as the Sun 
does on our Eyes; and we'can as ſoon find Night at 


Mid-day, as Fallacy in the Axiom; yet if we admit 


Creation, we muſt daſh out this Principle, and by the 
ſame Authority caſheer all others, and then (as blind 
Men) we ſhall walk in the dark, we ſhall diſcourſe 
without Rule, argue without Reaſon, and (like the Dog 
in the Fable) chop at the Shadow for the Subſtance, 7. e. 
we ſhall miſtake Falſehood for Truth, and Error for De- 
monſtr ation. lin en: e einne 
Secondly, Tis an undoubted Maxim in Philoſophy, 
that to boulſter up an Opinion, we muſt not multiply 
2 without Neceſſity, Non ſunt multiplicanda antea 
fine Neceſſitate. Now there is no need to forge an infinite 
Being, for the World might be of it ſelf ab æterno: The 
moit ſubtle Logician in the World, can never make it 
appear, that the Hypozheſis implies a Contradiction ix 
Termini, or even by Inference. To what purpoſe do 
we entangle our ſelves in Difficulties? Why do we frame 
an omnipotent, wiſe, and juſt Creator, with a thouſand 
other pompous Titles, both unintelligible and frightful ? 
Have Fears and Apprehenſions ſuch raviſhing Charms? 
Cannot our Underſtandings be pleas'd unleſs they are 
Nawuplas'd? Nor be fatisfied unleſs we hang them on the 
rend ron bus ences fog rd a 
- 'Thirdly, A thouſand Parts of the Univerſe ſeem not 
only ſuper fluous, but noxious: FTney are too vile even 
to make a Shew, and are only fit to increaſe the Num- 
der of Creatures, ſo that they reach not the Quality of 
Mutes, that ſerve (at leaſt) for Pomp and: Oltentation: 
Yer were they barely without Employment, without 
Station ur Deſign, I would let them, lie quiet in the State 
of Idleneſs; but alas, they were Executioners by Natute, 
as well as Office, and enter into the World to plague it: 
For Example, if there were a God, can you imagine he 
would ſo far abaſe his Power, or proſtitute his Wiſdom, 
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as to produce Lice and Fleas? That he would foul his 


Fingers with Toads ? Or condemn his Omnipotence to 


dig Flies out of Dunghills? Methinks it wonld ſuit bei- 


ter with three grand Attributes of a Deity, Power, i. 


dom and Goodneſs, to clear the World of theſe Plagues, 
than to ſtock it: Plagues I call them, for their very end 
is Miſchief: Some torment a Man, others kill him, and 
the leaſt troubleſome moleſt him. Vou know, Sir, what 
a Figure Domitian makes in Story, for his unbeſeeming 
Diverſions; if it be beneath a Man to ſlay Vermin, *cis 
certainly below God to make them. Had I an Inclina- 
tion to believe the World was made, I would turn Ma- 
nichæan, and rather admit two firſt Principles than one: 
Now if theſe Inſects were not created, why ſhould I ad- 
mit a creating Principle of any thing elſe? Come, Sir, 
Let us fay rather, all things were of themſelves, than 
vote God the Drudgery of making them. They are be- 
low the Care of an infinite Majeity, and the Power of 
the Omnipotent. I am perſwaded 'tis leſs irrational to 
deny a God, than to aſſign him the moſt ſordid Employ- 
ments; firſt, of producing Lice, Fleas and Toads, and 
then of conſerying them. I have many other Exceptions 


againſt your Opinion; but theſe ſuffice to diſcard it e- 
ven of Probability. | Eg - 4 ot 


Euſeb. You have propey'd your Difficulties, I will 
return an Anſwer. To the F:rft, indeed a Man cannot 
perſwade himſelf the World was the Product of Neceſ- 
ſity or Chance, without affronting Reaſon, and trickin 

his Underſtanding : To ally thoſe infinite PerfeQions o 

Eternity and Independence with the Vileneſs of creeping 
InſeQs, is to bring to one Centre, Extreams that can never 
meet: Tis to raiſe Vermin above their Level, and pull 
down thoſe vaſt PerfeQions below theirs : *Tis to inveſt 
Toads and Frogs with the Appurtenances of the Divinity, 
and tocloath em, like the Daw in the Fable, with gaudy 
Plumes that belong to another : But when we make 
God Author of the World, we ſtumble upon no Abſur- 
dity : For tho? the World be a ſtately Work, yet I con- 
ceive it neither ſurpaſſes the Power nor the Skill of a 
moſt powerful, and moſt wiſe Artiſt. Omnipotence has 
cetrainly an excellent Knack at making, and an infinite 
Wiſdom at contriving. Seeing therefore the Perfection of 
the Work is not aboye = + = ao of the ArchiteQ, wm 
Fan ih#ft , 7's 3 0 
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do not on this Account tranſgreſs any known Principle if 
we aſcribe it to him. „„ | 
Indeed, by admitting Creation, I baniſh your ex vibilo 
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#ibi] fit, from the Number of Principles; but I do not at 
all intrench upon Nature, nor encroach. upon the Preroga- 
tive of the Underſtanding by out-lawing it: *Tis guilty 
of Intruſion, aud holds the "Aa by the favour of 1 
rance: Thoſe People who firſt principled it, were withou 
Principles themſelves, they knew not the extent of Omni- 
potence, nor invaded its Privileges. An omnipotent Pow- 
er can do any thing that is poſſible, i. e. that implies not a 
Contradiction: Shew me (if you can) a Contradiction 
that an All. powerful Being ſhould make ſomething without the 
Help of previous Matter, if you cannot, your Principle is 
juſtly degraded-: Nor will other Maxims be involv'd in 
its diſgrace ; they'll keep their Poſt in ſpight of Oppoſiti- 
on, and receive ſubmiſſion from Reaſon, where-e'er they 
meet it: But if you ſuffer your Maxim to be reſtrain'd, 
and not let it ramble into the other World, I'll embrace it 


with open Arms, as Ocellus and Ariſtarle did: Yet in this 


Caſe it will ſignify no more than that all natural Gene- 
rations ſappoſe a Subject; and in this Senſe I ſay of your 
Principle, what one laid of Euclid's firſt Demonſtration ; 
were ſo plain, that an Aſs could not miſs them: In a 
Word, ex mhilo nibil fit. Nature can give Being and 
Life to no new Productions, unleſs ſhe has a Subject to 
work on: In this Foint ſhe has no Prerogative above a 
Carver, tho? in the other ſhe far exceeds, tor her Works 
are more fine and delicate; ſhegives Life, the other's Skill 
ſtops at Fignre : But if we look upon God, your Principle 
is out of Doors; he cannot only work on Matter, but 
make it: This argues, you'll ſay, an exceſs of Power; 
*tis true, but yet it does not out · ſtretch Omnipotence. 
To the Second, I anſwer, your Argument faulters in 
every Part; it proves too much, and by conſequence juſt 
nothing : It ſtands for either fide of the ContradiQion, 


and therefore ſupports neither. For as, you argue thus, 


Twar poſſible for the World to exiſt of it ſelf, therefore we 
maſt not father it upon any ſuperior Agent : So by the ſame 
Logick I may conclude, that either all the Materials, 
that compoſe London, rang'd themſelves in that fine Order 


we ſee them, or tbat Chance and Hazard blunder'd up- 


on it, becauſe either way is poſſible: Nay, methinks your 
5 3 Argument 
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Argument pleads for any Abſurdity.: *Tis poſſible. for 
Stones to ſpeak, therefore for ought we know they do, 
when they are alone, and if they keep Silence in out Com- 
pany, 'tis out of the ſame Policy Baboons were mute in 
America, (as the Indians told the Spaniards, ) viz. to avoid 
their Cruelty. Tis poſſible for an excellent Watch to 
ſtart up from a caſual Combination of Atoms; let us 
therefore out- law Tompion, and tranſport the whole Com- 
pany of Watch- makers into Virginia to plant Tobacco; 
their Art is ſuperfluous in England, as well as their Per- 
ſons, ſince Poſſibility has ſet up Shop, Watches will pour 
in upon us by Thouſands, we may take them up as the 
Jeus did Quails, and when we have made our own Pro- 
viſion, pleaſure a Friend with half a Dozen. "AR 
Theo. You are in a Vein of Pleaſantry, but Arguments 
are ſeldom laught out of Cœuntenance. If Poſlibility be 
a weak Proof, Mirth is a feeble Solution. | 
Exſeb. You wrong me, Sir, Iam as ſerious as the Mat- 
ter will bear, and if my Diſcourſe has any thing of Mirth, 
ou are beholding to the Subject for the Diverſion. .A 


uffoon under a grave Diſguiſe, may be miſtaken for a 
venerable Alderman, but when he is cas'd, the Alderman + 


retires to make room for Sciramouch. To treat Foole- 


'ries. with Reſpect, is to miſplace Ceremony, and. not to 


lay them open, is but a Degree from abetting them. 


Theo. It Contempt can baffle an Argument, the moſt 


ſtrict Demonſtrations are not ſecure : By your leave, Sir, 
you either miſtake the ſtreſs of my Reaſon, or fling in a 
handful of piquant Railleries to evade it: Pray attend; 
from this Antecedent, '7 was poſſible for the Horld to be ub 
eterno a ſe, this Inference follows, therefore it did eit: 
For if the World was poſſible ab æterno, tis a neceſſaty 
and independent Being, but 'tis evident that a 259051 
and independent Being is Eternal, therefore if the Wor 


were poflible ab etervo, tis manifeſt it did exiſt a ſe ab 


æterno; and therefore, all Recourſe to a Deity is vain 
and ſuperfluous. What Abſurdity can be found in 


plain a Diſcourſe, but that a Man of Wit did not com- 


prehend it? 
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defective; it proves not at all the Queſtion, but impu- 
cently begs it. For it amounts to this, that the World 
was 4 æterno, therefore Fre. If you intend 
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to make any thing of vour Eatbymem, prove firſt the An- 
tecedent, and then we will conſider what is to be done 
with the Conſequence. Now I have already prov'd the 
World could not poſſibly exiſt ab æterus (as you ſuppoſe) 
without any other Proof than a bare Aſſertion. In the 
mean time, methinks this Argument proves as forcibly 
the ContradiQion of your Theis; rt not poſſible for the 
World to exiſt of it ſelf ab æterno, therefore it did not. 
You will put me without doubt to the Proof of the Ante- 
cedent, and with Reaſon ; for till that be eſtabliſh'd, no- 
thing can be concluded : But then the ſame talk lies on 
your Hands, and till you have evinc'd that **was poſſible 
for the World to oxiſt of it ſelf ab æterno, your Concluſi- 
on muſt lie dormant. 3 . 1 
To the third I anſwer: To pronounce on things at 
random, either marks a great Pride or a ſuperlative Ig- 
norance : You cannot judge which Springs are uſeful in 
a Watch, which are ſuperfluous, unleſs yon comprehend 
the Frame of that artificial Fabrick ; and certainly you 
would conclude very ill, that ſuch a Wheel was needleſs, 
becauſe you did not underſtand its Office. The World 
is 4 curious Engine compos'd of ten Millions of ſecret 
Springs, do you know the Nature of each? If you do 
not, pray diſſect them, and expoſe the Anatomy to our 
Contemplation? If you do, you are unfit'to fit on the 
Bench ; your Sentence is both raſh and erroneous, and 
= deſerve to ſtand at the Bar for having diſgrac'd the 
Tribunal. You muft remember this Axiom of St. Tho- 
mat, Perfecta Bonitas in rebut creatis, non inveniretar, niſi 
efſet ordo Bonitatis, the Perfection of Creatures would be 
defeQive, if there were no Degrees, no Order of Perfe- 
Sion: We ſhould tarniſh the Luſtre, and impair the Beau- 
ty of the Univerſe, if we diminiſh'd the Multitude, or 
temper'd the Diſproportion of ſo many Things, that by 2 
moſt admirable iſfencion, and a moſt concording Diſ- 
cord conſpire to the Grace and Harmony of the whole: 
Had you been call'd to Counſel by the Maker of the 
World, you would have perſwaded him to frame it all of 
Gold or Diamonds; as that unskilful Painter, who not 
being able to copy out the charming Features of Heller, 
hid them together with his Ignorance under an embroi- 
dered Manteau, and ſo inſtead of afair Woman, drew no- 
thing but ſhining Drapery, No Creature is an gr 
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that can proclaim its great Maſter's Glory and Majeſty ; 
this is a noble Employment, worthy of the Seraphins, 
yet not above the Capacity of Flies and Spiders. Vile 
Inſects are quickned by the Almighty, and gothing but 


an omnipotent Hand can frame them: ThE Power of 


your Alexanders and Cæſars, was never able to breathe 
Lite into a Worm: The one pillag'd the Eaſt indeed, and 
welter'd in Blood and Slaughter of Innocents; the other, 
tice a Tempeſt, ſwept all the Veſi before him; yet after 
they had butcher'd a Million of Men, they were not able 
to give Life to a Catterpillar: Beſides, ho dare you 
term thele poor Creatures idle, of whom God makes uſe 
to confound the Pride of Atheiſts, and to read continual 
Leſſons of Hunility to all Men? Theſe Gentlemen are 
incredulous, becauſe they over-rate their Parts; they ſup- 
poſe, if there were a God, their piercing Wits would 
make ſtrange Diſcoveries, and becauſe the Majeſty of a 
Deity dazles their battiſh Eye-ſight, they rather chuſe to 


plunge into Infidelity, than to acknowledge their Igno- 


rance: To cure this inſolent Frenzy, God has flung theſe 
puny Creatures in your way; he bids you examine the 
fine Comexture of each Part if you can, the Uſe of every 
Muſcle, the Nature of their Souls, and of all thoſe hidden 
Springs that cauſe Life and Motion; and when you 
have learnt this,, B; C, it well be time enough to aſcend 
to more — neg Now, Sir, neither you, 
nor the greateſt Philoſopher that ever breath d, can give a 
tolerableAccount ofthe moſt deſpicable Inſe& : You know 
neither its Nature, nor half its Properties: You are as 
ill inform'd of its Cauſes, as of its Effects; and the va- 
rious Syſtems of Generation and Corruption are but ſo 
many Demonſtrations of God's Power, and Man's Weak- 
neſs, So that God lays before you theſe Vermin as a Re- 
medy againſt Pride, and-what is more, againſt Atheiſm : 
He blunts thoſe Darts you level againſt him by interpo- 
ling Flies and Lice; he diſatms your Infolence, and 
ſttixes out of your Hands thoſe Arguments you employ 
againſt him. I cannot (ſay you) comprehend God; an 
infinite Being paſſes my Conception ; therefore there is no 
ſuch Thing: You might as well infer, That all you ſee is 
nothing but a Scene of Fallacy and Illuſion; that you 
and I, are meer Fantaſms and SpeQres, the Product of 
imagiuation ; for there is not one ſingle thing _— 
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44 2 The Gentleman Inſtrudtd. 
whole Maſs of Creation, you comprehend. Your Un- 
derſtanding falls under the Weight of a Straw, you can- fl x 
not tell whether it has Parts or no Parts, before the Di- 
vifion ; you know neither the Nature of a Stone, nor the 
Properties f a Worm; you are a Stranger even in your 
own Houſe, though you Think, Speak, and Move; 
Thoughts, Speech and Motion puzzle you; we have Aſ- 
ſurance indeed there is ſuch things, but if we prels the 
Inquiry a little farther, we mult expect ſmall Satisfacti- 
on. What Man (who finds his Underſtanding pos'd by 
ſuch ordinary and trivial Inſtances, who flags under the 
Conſideration of almoſt nothing) will be ſo bold, and at 
the ſame time ſo fooliſh, as to queſtion God's Exiſtence, 
becauſe he cannot comprehend it? Now, though all thoſe 
things you are pleas'd to call idle, had no other End, but 
togravel the great Pretenders to Omniſcience, to confound 
their Pride, and to heal their unreaſonable Incredulity 
by InduQion, they would render very good Service both 
to their deluded Fellow - Creatures, and to their omnipo- 
tent Creator. 15 | | | 

Beſides,” we have a particular Tenderneſs, as well as 
Value for our Bodies; we rack our Thoughts, and even 
torment our Conſcience to pleaſe them ; they mult be 
pamper'd at the Expence of our Souls, tho? they burn for 
the Debauch hereafter. To cure this raging Tranſport, 
God applies a loathſome, but ſovereign Remedy : He 
ſhews us what our idoliz'd Bodies are by the Infection 
of Lice, Worms, and Toads they produce: And oftentimes 
this humbling SpeQacle af Mortality frights.us more ef- 
fectually to our Duty, than the Proſpect of the torment- 
ing Inſtruments of Fire and Brimſtone, Darkneſs and De- 
ſpair. Did theſe poor Gentlemen, who whine away at a 
 Female's Feet their Happineſs, Money and Souls too, but 
ſeriouſly conſider, that the Object of their Worſhip mult 
once become Food to thoſe vile Creatures you both con- 
temn and abbor ; that thoſe Eyes they admire to Adora- 
tion, will once ſet in Duſt, and be dtowy'd in PutrefaQi- 
on; that thoſe Cheeks (that Frenzy ſtiles the Seat of the 
_ Graces) will be transform'd, not only into the Throne, 
but even into the Nature of Toadt, Horms, and Serpents; 
did they (I ſay) but conſider theſe obvious, but moving 
Truths, they would remove their Affections to thoſe noble 
Objects, and then they would confeſs Vermin is more 
uſeful than they imagin'd. 7 85 Again, 


* 
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Again, all theſe Creatures have many uſetul Properties 
we know, and more we know not: Lice, Snazls and 
Warms are Remedies for ſome Diſeaſes, and I nave been 
acquainted with thoſe who adinir'd a Ragout of Maggors. 
If Toads and Vipers are poiſonous, they alſo attord' Anti- 


often ſave. A.Soup of Vipers is a Medicine both mo- 
diſh and wholeſome; it ſweetens the Blood, and inſpirits 
it. Certainly things endow'd with ſuch excellent ()ya- 
y I lities, are neither ſuperfluous nor idle: No, no! T ney 
e both benefit the World, and adorn it. Deus, ſays 8. Au- 
t in, Lib. 11. de Civ. Cap. 22. ita artiſeæ maguus in mag- 
> vis eſt, ut minor non ſit in parvis, que parua non ſua gran- 
e Aditate quæ uulla eſt, ſed artificis ſapientia metienda eff 
it God is fo great a Workman in great things, that he is 
d not leſs in ſmall ones; they are not to be meaſured by 
y I their Greatneſs, becauſe they have none, but by the Wiſ⸗ 
h dom of the Arrilt, 17 | 
J- ln fine, to conclude with William Biſhop of Paris, Na- 
WW ſtttar aranea cum lege, libro & lucerna. God has inſtructed 
xs all Creatures in every Point of their Duty; The very 
n I $1er brings into the World its Rules, Book and Torch, 
ze ind knows its Leſſon as ſoon as 'tis able to learn it. At 
or Ml the firſt Signal of the Omnipotent, they all fall to work: 
t, The Bee makes innocent Inroads upon Flowers, the Si 
le ¶ worm ſpins out its own Entrails, and weaves Royal-Robes 
2n fort Princes, the Fiſh ſport in the Waters, the Beaſts of 
es ¶ Service expect the Commands of their Maſters, and ſmall 
f- W Sceds, tho? dead, give Life to Trees, which bring Men 
t- both Pleaſure and Profit. Nothing is idle; nothing 
e- Wrefratory in the World but Men, who abuſe their Li- 
ta berty to their Shame, and miſpend the precious Moments 
ut Nof their Lives to their eternal Ruin. UE 
alt MW From the Superfluities of Inſects you ſtep over to their 
n-  Vileneſs, and indeed, if the firſt Fault were prov'd home, 
ra- I would ſay guilty to the other. For certainly a thing 
u- too inconſiderable to fill any Office in the vaſt Empire of 
he e Univerſe, muſt be meanly provided with Abilities. 
ne, U ſuppoſe, Sir, your Apprehenſion takes the juſt Meaſure 
u; ef things, that it never over-flouriſnes Objects, but a- 
ing N grees exactly with the Pattern: Your Judgment is ſquat*d 
ble Wy the Model in the Apprehenſion, and if this be exact, 
ore that cannot well be miſtaken : Now ] have heard Gold 
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dotes againſt Poiſon; and if ſometimes they kill, they as 
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444 The Gentleman Inſtruded. 
ſhines very gloriouſly on your Head, and that you fancy 
Diamonds ſparkle more in your Cabinet, than in that of 
the great Mega: Theſe things you judge neither below 
your Care, nor your Eſteem ; and ſhould I venture to 
call them a baſe Lumber, vile Minerals, or childiſh 
Trifles, you would ſuſpe& my Prudence: Yet all the 
Diamonds of the Golcandian Mines, all the Oar of Poref 
falls fhort of the Perfection of the vileſt Animal. Gold 
may ſhine, but cannot breathe; Diamonds may glitter, 
bat cannot move; an InfeQ crawls in a more elevated 
Sphere; it lives, - and this ſole Prerogative is above the 
Reach and Capacity of Metal ; indeed theſe things are 
handſomely varniſhed; and 'tis the Colour alone that 
juſties your Eſteem, and makes ſome Atonement for 
our Dotage. If therefore you have not quite forſaken 
eaſon, either eſteem Gold or Jewels leſs, or InſeQs more; 
if thoſe are vile, you muſt think of a new World to ex- 

preſs the Baſeneſs of the other. 

I cannot diſmiſs this Argument, till I have brought the 
Epicurean Part of it to examen. *Tis below the Majeſty 
of God (you ſay) to extend his Care to the Direction 
and Conſervation of ſach deſpicable Creatures; and then 
very philoſophically you infer he does not; but becauſe 
this does not ſerve your Turn, you advance a Step, and 
tell us they may as well come itito the World without his 
Help, as continue without it. She 
- Your Argument is built on a falſe Hypotheſis; there 
is no Creature deſpicable in the whole Univerſe but the 
ud Atheiſt, who thinks fo. Hearken to Ariſtotle, who 
w as far into Nature as any of our Libertines, 1:4. 1. 
de Partu Animal. — „ Viliorum animalium rationen 
propenſionemꝗ; puexili Faſtidio ſpreviſſe dignum nequaquan 
eſt, cum nulla fit res Nature, in qua non mirandum ali- 
quid inditum babeatur : To ſlight the Oeconomy and Perfe- 
ion of the moſt imperſect Ammal is childiſh, * ſeeing ther? 
is nothing in Nature ſo minute and inconfiderable, - that 
has not ſome Qualities worthy'of Admiration. The Vilene!s 
of the moſt abject Worm conſiſts not in the Perfection it 
poſſeſſes, but in thoſe it wants: Tis relatively ſo; and in 
this Senſe, every limited Being is ſoperlatively vile, if 
compar'd with the boundleſs Perfection of the Creator. 
But if we conſider them in themſelves, they participate 
ſome faint Rays of Divine Perfections; they * — 
51 e 1 ; 5 1 N 3 eas 
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Effects of his Power, and Objects of his Love, for had 
their Natures no Similitude with the Perfecions of God, 
he could not have produc'd them ; and did he not love 
tem, he would not: Now to make them worthy both 
of his Power and Love, and not of his Care, is ridicu- 
ſous and impious. Indeed did we traveſty God into a 
Shepherd (as the Poets did Apollo ;) did we ſuppoſe he 
left his Godhead in Heaven, to feed Flocks on Earth, or 
that he took up his Habitation with Piſmires, or lodg'd. 
in Dunghills with Worms, your Objection would appear: 


teaſonable; but we mult caſt off theſe Anthropomorphite 


principles. To act on Earth, he needs not abandon Hea- 
ven; nor diſpatch Courtiers to intimate his Orders, or 
Deputies to execute em; he is as neceſſarily in all Places, 
as in all Times: He created all things without Labour, 
and conſerves them without Solicitude. The Manage- 
ment of the World neither takes one Grain from his Hap- 
pineſs, nor adds one; he is as much at Leiſure ſince its 
Creation as before; and though he be without Embar- 
raſs, he is never Idle. Beſides, though we cannot dabble 
in Pitch without being defil'd, that Aphoriſm of the wiſe 
Man concerns not him; he ſhines in Mire, glitters in 
Dirt, and like the Sun gilds corrupted Carcaſſes, without 
being tainted or ſullied. I therefore conclude your Phi- 
loſophy is of the ſame Piece with your Divinity; and 
both are drawn from the Original of Epicures: They are 
too fooliſh, methinks, to trepan a wiſe Man, and too 
blaſphemous to engage a good Man; and indeed. Lam half 
perſwaded you laugh at his Syſtem in your Heart, tho? 
you applaud it in Pablick, and would eaſily deſert his 
Belief, .if you could enjoy (without Remorſe) the Bene 
tit of condeſcending. Morali ties. 

Theo. Come, Sit, you have hatangu'd enough upon 
this Subject: Methinks the Chamber begins to ſmell of 
Vermin, we have been upon an uncleanly Topick: To 
diſcourſe of Horms, Toads and Maggots looks like tread- 
ing Eels out of Mud; they are unphiloſophical Employ- 
ments, and we will commit the farther Diſcuſſion of the 
15 ry a Committee of Geld. finders, or a Club of Rakes 
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DIALOGUE XXL 


The & eden Proof. The palpable Abſwrdities which folloth 
From wo Gop, demonſtrate there is one. 


Exſeb. F Omit many other Arguments that plead moſt 
| = powerfully for a God; in this Number we 
may place Miracles and Prophecies. If ever there were 
a Miracle, all the Atheiſts fine Hypotbeſies fall to the 
Ground, all the Leaves in ¶ inaſor F. oreſt will not be able 
to hide the Folly of his Incredulity; for if ever a dead 
Man has been brought back to Life, it muſt have been 
done by 4 Power above the Energy of natural Cauſes: 
To revive. dead Man, is as hard as to infuſe Life into 
Marble, and I think all the Abilities of Nature can never 
reach this Operation. Now that ſuch Miracles have been 
wrought in the World, may be made out by as plain E- 
vidence, as the Nature of paſt Matters of Fact require, 
ij. e. by unqueſtionable Authority, and more can neither 
rationally be expected nor deſi ret. 

- Again, to foretel things that depend meerly upon the 
Exer ciſe of our Free- will, is a manifeſt Argument of 2 
God, : for an Underſtanding that can foreſee what will 
happen, by the ſame Perſpicacity muſt know what has 
happen'd, and 4 fortiori, whatever does 2 Fr. ef 
and by conſequence whatever can be known. Now ſuch 
avaſt. extent of knowledge can only fuit with a Being 
infinitely petſect, at leaſt far ſuperior to Man: For as 
Piadar takes Notice, Ad futara cæcutiunt mentes humane, 
Future Events lie out of. the Sphere of human Under- 
ſtandings: We'ſee nothing but Obſcurity and Darkneſs 
before us; we cannot tell what Changes, what Revolu- 
tions of Deſigus may be made in our Breaſts before to 
Motrow; much leſs what other Men will ſay or do a 
hundred Years hence. Whence the Larius call Fore-telling 
of . Di vinatio, as if it was the peculiar Privilege 
of the Divinity: And the Prophet Haiab bids the Gods 
of the Heathens prove their Title to Worſhip by Prophe- 
cy. Enmunciate que ventura ſunt in futurum, & ſciemns 

quia Dit eſtis vos. N | : 
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Now it is clear beyond Diſpute, that Men have fore- 
told future Events with all their Circumſtances; which 
they could not do, by the Force of human Wit and Indu- 


try: Therefore, they receiv'd the Faculty from another 


who can dive into Futurities, and diſcover all the Wind- 
ings and Meanders of the Hearts of Men to come, as 
well as of thoſe who are, and have been. I will cull 
out two or three Prophecies of a hundred which may be 
found in our Scripture, and deſire you to ſpend a cool 
and impartial Thought upon them. 1. Keg. cap. 13. 
whilſt Feroboam facrific'd on an Altar to Baal, a Prophet 
cry'd out Altare, Altare, hæc dicit Dominus, ecce Filius 
naſcetur domui David, Joſias Nomine, & immolabit ſuper te 
Sacerdotes excelſorum, qui nunc in te thura ſuccendunt, & 
of hominum in te incendent. This happen'd exactly 361 

ears after: The Prophet Iſaiab, c. 41. foretells the Em- 
pire of Cyrus and his Name 200 Years before he was 
Born. Daniel the Subverſion of the Chaldæan Monarchy, 
the Grandure of the Median, Perſian, Grecian and Roman 
Empires: Nay, he deſcends to particular Accidents, ſo 
that he ſeems rather to compile a Story of paſt, than a 
Prophecy of future TranſaQions ; yet the Event runs e- 
ven with his Prediction, *tis'true to a Letter, and there- 
fore to Admiration. Now this alone wounds Atheiſm 
mortally, and ſtabs its grand Principle, There is no God. 
For this Diſcourſe is ara ns Nothing in Natare is 
able to forſee things which depend meerly upon the Free- 
Will of Man, and will happen — Ages after: But tis cer- 
tain that Men have foreſeen things that depended on the 


* 


Free-Mill of Man, aud did happen ſeveral Ages after they 
were foretold, therefore, there is an intelligent Being above 


Nature. You can only evade the Force of the Argument 
by denying the Matter of Fact; but when you ſtrike 
upon an evident Abſurdity, and mult call in all Records, 
there is not any Story in the World more Authentick, 
than that of the Scripture: ' Now to disbelieve all Hiſtory 
out of Fear of being impos'd on, is to play the Fool with 
Caution, and to ſtretch Warineſs into Stupidity. I 
intend not to deſcant on thoſe two Proofs; nor to draw 
them up to their full Advantage; confront them atleiſure, 
with Hiſtory both ſacred and profane; compare the Text 
with Events, puſh on the Examen not only to Exactneſs, 
but to the Extremity of Criticiſm, only ſtop _—_ the 
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443 The Genileman Infra tell. 
Terms of Reaſon, and expect no greater Evidence than 
things paſt will bear: Do not fitit paſs Sentence, and 
then examine Evidences, firſt condemn, and then inquire 
into the Merits of the Cauſe, and I am confident you 
will confeſs, things have been both done and foretold, 
that come not within the reach of Nature ; and therefore 
you will be oblig'd to acknowledge there is ſomething 
ature; and calls thoſe things (that are 
nod) by their Name, as well as thoſe that are. : 
Theo. I will. take into | Conſideration your  Propo- 
ſals in due Time; but pray read us the Regiſter of Ab- 
ſurdities : This is your preſent Task, and Tack 1mpati- 
ent to hear it. ee n 
Exſeb. I ſhall open my Indictment with an Accuſation 
able to make a Man's Ears tingle, notwithſtanding your 
Tenets are guilty of the Impeachment. There is no God 
(you ſay) no Providence to watch over the Children 
of Men, no Goodneſs to reward Virtue, no Juſtice to 
puniſh Vice; hope of a future Bliſs is but a pleaſing Ima- 
3 Fear of I orments but a vain Bugbear invented 
y Melancholly, and improv'd by Cuſtom ;- does not 
this accurs'd Doctrine open the Gate to Pride, Arrogance 


and Tyranny ? Does it not let in upon us Perfidionſneſs, 


Perjury, and Sacrilege? Does it not invite Mankind to 
turn off Shame? To caſhier Modeſty ? To plunge into the 
Mire of Laſciviouſneſs? And in ſhart, to break off all 
Commerce, all Correſpondence with Neighbours, Friends 
and Relations? Now can any thing be imagin'd more 
abſurd, than to father ſuch horrid; ſuch univerſal Cor- 
ruptions on the firſt greateſt and ſupream Truth? This 
all Atheiſts do. For as the prime Verity (if there be 3 
822 There is a God, who rules, direQs, and goverus 
the Univerſe; ſo if there be none, that mult be degraded, 
and this ſubſtituted in its Place, There it no God who rules, 
direqs, and governs the 'Univerſe;; but this Truth will 
extinguiſh Fear, and ſtifle Reverence; it lets looſe the 
whole crowd of Paſſions, and expoſes the World to Pil- 
lage and Rapine; for Men void of Fear, are void of Re- 
ſtraint, and ſo ſet up Appetite for the Standard of all 
theiriA ion 20 . nds at md 4415 
Seconaly, it will follow, that a Falſehood, an Impoſli- 


bility, a meer; Chymera is the Cauſe of Religion, of Ju- 


Temperance, and Modeſty; that it is the Founds: 
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tion of Peace, Concord, and the very Bafis that ſupports 
all well ordered Common: wealths; for the Perſwaſion of 
a Deity, the Fear of his Anger, and Hope of his Mercy 
awe Men more than civil Rewards or Puniſhments. 
Now is it not down - right Madneſs, to think, that a Chy- 
mera, a meer Fiction, that has no Being, but in ſome 
deluded Brain, ſhould countenance Vertue and perſwade 
it? Should diſcountenance Vice, and load it with Shame 
and Infamy ; whereas the prime Truth in the Atheiſts 
Catechiſm, There is no God, leads Men into all Abomi- 
nations. 

Thirdly, It will follow, that Wiſdom ſtifles Vertue, and 
Error cheriſhes it; for if there be no God, it's Error and 
Folly to believe there is one, tis a Piece of Wiſdom to 
ſtand up and proteſt againſt a Forgery, > prejudicial to 
Truth, Reaſon, and Senſuality: It's a Piece of Wiſdom 
to maintain that Truth, and Wiſdom are Plagues, not 
only to particular Men, but even to Societies; that they 
drown Kingdoms in Deluges of Corruption, and cut off 
the Bands of Unity, that knit the Parts together ; that 
they muſt be clapt under the Hatches, and condemn'd 
to 9 and Confinement, as Traitors to Humanity, 
and Rebels to Government: But then on the other Side, 
it follows, that Error and Ignorance ſupport Commerce, 
maintain Tranquility, and enliven Society; that they are 
to be promoted as the Source and Origin of all Good, 
that they enlighten the Underſtanding, poliſh the Will, 
and not only render People Wiſe, but Good. 

Fourthly, That all thoſe Heroes who have been fa- 
mous, either for Learning or Piety, were wretchedly mi- 
ſtaken in a thing of the hi heſt Concern : They fell 
down before an airy 'Statue of God, forg'd in the. Brain, 
ſtruck out of Error, and ſhap'd by Viſion, Cuſtom, and 
Education: Whilſt Men, unprovided of Wit, deſtitute 
of Conſcience, of profligate Lives, and of worſe Princi- 
ples, burthenſome to their Countries, and ſcandalous to 
their very Species, unravel the Truth, and unmask the 
grand Impoſture: Before a Man can believe fo potent an 
Abſurdity, he muſt turn off Reaſon, and conclude, that 
the worſt of Men were the beſt; the moſt illiterate, the 
moſt wiſe; and thoſe who have ever jultly been eſteemꝰ d 
Monſters, the only Ornaments of our Kind. 
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Fifthly, That to pay Homage and Obedience to God 


tend to heQor them into 


19-465 "y AE toy ya 2 X 


to fear Puniſhment, or hope for Reward, are fooliſh and 
vain Actions, and wholly oppoſite to Reaſon : For to re- 
vere, worſhip, and tremble at a Chymera, is both childiſh 
and ridiculous. It's unreaſonable and impious into the 
Bargain: If therefore God fits on the ſame Level with an 
Impoſſibility, if he has no other Being, than what a de- 


luded Underſtanding is pleaſed to give him, he is no 


more to be valued, than all thoſe impoſſible Combinati- 
ons that are ſpawn'd by Fancy, and crawl in the Ima- 

ination. | 

Sixthly, That Impiety, Sacrilege and Blaſphemy are 
laudable Actions, and agreeable to the moſt inviolable 
DiQates of Reaſon. For if there be no God, all the ARi- 
ons that fly in his Face, that attack his imaginary and 
uſurp'd Grandure are good: Firſt, Becauſe they are pub- 


lick Proteſtations of a Truth, viz. That there is a God. 


And, Secondly, Becauſe they are efficacious Means to diſ- 


abuſe Mankind, and to withdraw it from the erroneous 


Perſwaſions of a Deity and Providence. Pray, Sir, tell me, 


are not theſe moſt diſmal Conſequences? Are they not able 


to chill theBlood ? And to caſt Humanity intoConvullions ? 
They cannot be thought on without Horror, nor believ'd 
without Fury. Had Ia Hand in the Government, or any 
Power with the Commons, I wouldbring all the Abetters 
ofthoſe lewd Tenets within the Statutes of Treaſon. They 
tend directly to the Subverſion of Order and Diſcipline. 
When Men believe ſo looſe Principles, their Actions can- 
not be regular. Nothing but want of Occaſions to be Vil- 
lains can plead for their Honeſty: Imparence alone is the 


guard of their Innocence, and of their Neighbour's Safety. 


Theo, You are ſmart upon Atheiſts, and methinks in- 
i | | Region. rather than convince 
them. But, Sir, a little Reaſon goes farther than much 
Satyr, they are Men of Mettle, and date look a Rhodo- 
montade in the Face: They will not be frighted out of 
their Opinion with Buckram Invective. 
Euſeb. Did you ſee# Raſcal ready to ſet Fire to your 
Houſe; or a Bravo making at your Breaſt with a draw 


Sword, in ſuch Exigencies ſou would lay aſide Forma- 
Hy and Ceremony: And l fo 


ppoſe ſuch extraordinary 
Circumſtances would eaſily juſtify a little Smartneſß. 
This is our preſent Caſe. By denying a Deit y, you pull 
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up all Reſtraint, you let looſe the whole Kennel of Vices, 
and hollow in Pride, Rapine and Cruelty to worry us; 
you do not only lop off the Branches of Subordination 
and Government, but tear them up by the Roots, and un- 
dermine the very Foundation of Society: We cannot car- : 
ry on any Commerce, nor live in any Corporation, with- 
out truſting ſometimes our Neighbour: For it is impofli- 
ble to make all Matters ſo ſure, as to leave nothing to 
Honeſty and Honour. Truſt is the Ground, the Baſis 
and firſt Principle of Commerce; without this, we muſt 


ſtand at Defiance with all the World, and place Security 
. in our Power alone. Now if there be no Superiour to 
> awe us, no Principle within us that points out Good and 
; Evil, it's abſurd and fooliſh to truſt any Man; for there 
4 is no Ground for ſuch a Confidence in your Hypotheſes, 
S nothing that can perſwade a Man to ſacrifice his Intereſt 
. to Truth and Juſtice. 


2 For if there be no God, Man is his own Law, and there- 
8 fore can offend no Body but himſelf; nay, nor can he 
, offend himſelf; for if he be ſupream, whatever he does is 
e right. Let him contrive Plots againſt Church and State; 
2 let him worry the Innocent, or prey upon the Poor, here- 
d mains Loyal, tho' plung'd in Treaſons; ſpotleſs, tho? dipt 
iy in Blood; and without Sin, though loaded with Crimes. 
rs Now ſuch Doctrine muſt of Neceſſity unhinge Society, 
ey aud turn Kingdoms into Heaps of Rubbiſh, and Piles of 
ie. © Confuſion ; for it withdraws all thoſe Props that ſuſtain - 
u- Obedience, and breaks thoſe Bands that cement Unity. 
il- | AMan muſt be made of Ice not to expreſs ſome Concern 
he I at the approach of ſo threatning a Danger. EEE 
5. Theo. Of what Danger? | 
in- Exſeb. Of our Lives and Fortunes; for nothing can ſe- 
ice I cure them but the Impotence of Atheiſts. We are out- 
ich law'd by your Principles already; and ſhould quickly be 
do- Ill clap'd on the Gallows did your Power correſpond with 
of Jour Intentions, at leaſt to your Maxims. But your Forces 
re diſpers'd; they are canton'd in Taverns and Bawdy-. 
out Houſes, and it's hard to draw them into a Body; ſo that 
wit I the Government ſtands, becauſe you want ſtrength to over- 
ma- I turn it: We enjoy Liberty, becauſe you cannot enſlave us; 
1ary and our Eſtates, becauſe you dare not invade them. 
eſs. . Theo. Theſe are refleQing Hints, and rather plead for 
pull I [civility than a God; I had rather connive at the Affront 
| Gg2 | than 
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E Exſeb. Under Favour, Sir, tho! your Tenets raiſe my 


Chaſtity, and Obedience. You cannot deny but Deiſts 


f 


452 The Gentleman Iuſtructed. 
than revenge it; and attribute it rather to Heat than Ad- 
Vertence. Ht 8 ten 


Indignation, I think they deſerve it; yet Paſſion has not 
dimm'd my Underſtanding: I ſpeak with Reflection ;and 
if my Diſcourſe diſpleaſe you, thank your Principles for the 
Mortification. I ſay again, if there be no God, Man has 
no Superiour, if he has no Superiour, he can be ſabjeq 
to no Law; he can neither do well nor ill; for Good 
and Evil are relative Denominations, and ſuppoſe à Law 
that prohibits the one, and either commands or counſels 
the other; if he can do no ill, and is pet ſwaded of this 
impeccable Prerogative, why ſhall he not glut his Ambi- 
tion with Treaſons and Murders? His Avarice wich Ra- 

ines? And his Incontinence with his Proftitotions? 
Theſe Actions fit very eaſy on Conſcience; they fpawn 
on Senſe, and charm Nature; nay, according to your 
grand Maxim, they deſerve the Name of Vertues, as well 
as Obedience, Juſtice, or Chaſtity, and are more eaſily 
praQtis'd than forborn : Indeed, tho? you be neither under 
the Reſtraint of Natural Laws nor Divine, Civil Laws 


may fright you ſometimes from the Practice; for Atheiſts 


of all Men dote on their Skin, they love not to make 2 
publick Intrado into the 0/4 Baily, nor to be carted in 
Ceremony to Hide · Pari Corner. But then what Govern- 
ment can be ſecure, when Subjects obey meerly for want 
of an Opportunity to Rebel? And are only innocent when 
Intereſt forbids them to be guilt ? 

| Theo. This is an odious Subject, pray let us ſtep over 
it; I am afraid you will turn Evidence, if Paſſion carries 
you a little farther, and I may be put to the Exigence of 
ſolving Difficulties at the Bar. I will now return an An- 
ſwer to your moſt material Objection. You ſay, if there 
be no God, that Juſtice, Temperance, Modeſty, and O- 
bedience flow from a meer Chymera; that Fiction, Im- 
poſture and Falſhood ſupport Society; this you ſtorm at, 
and throw it among the firſt Clafs of Abſurdities: But 
pray reflect, that Ignorance and Policy at Rome and 4- 
hens ſet up a Multiplicity of Gods, they carv'd Idols of 
all Sizes, and of all Creatures; they perſwaded the Vul- 
gar that their mute Statues puniſfid Vice, and reward 
ed Vertue. This Impoſture cheated many into Juſtice, 
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, wete imaginary, that they were as void of Senſe, as of 


Reaſon, and were ſo far from being able either to protect 
their Proſelytes, or chaſtiſe their Enemies, that they could 
not defend themſelves. In fine, Sir, they were Nothing, 


= theſe Nozhings, theſe Chymera's ſcar'd People into their 
Du 


ty, and aw'd them into Heroick Flights of Morality. 
If the Perſwaſion of a God, (thoꝰ there be no ſuch Thing) 
works the ſame Effects, where lies the Abſurdity? If 
Falſhood, two thoufand Years ago, gull'd People into 
Submiſſion, and weedled them into Vertue, it may play 
over again the ſame Game in our Age; we are liable to 
Ignorance, as well as the Athenians or Romaps, and what 
either quicken'd their Hopes, or enliven'd their Fears, 
may make Impreſſion upon ours. 5 
Euſeb. I confeſs that the Per ſwaſion of the antient Pa- 
gans was erroneous, and falſe in particular, but not in 
general: They acknowledg'd a Deity who look'd into 
uman Affairs, and who would once exact a ſtrict Ac- 
count of their moſt minute Actions; ſo far they were 
right, but then when they applied this Notion of a God 
to Stoeks or Stones, to wicked Men or accurſed Dæmont, 
they deviated from Truth : The Principle therefore of 
theſe Men was true, viz. A God: Bur the Application of 
it to Papiter, Mars or Venus was erroneous ; for theſe 
wete Perſons of moſt profligate Morals : The firſt, an A- 
dulterer, the ſecond, a Murtherer, and the third, a moſt 
impudent Harlot. So that neither the Attributes of a Di- 
vinity, nor the Management of the World, nor the Ven- 
geance of ill Actions, nor the Reward of good ones be- 
long'd to them. Now when Men abltain'd from Immo- 
rality out of Fear of offending God, or practis'd Vertue 
out of Defire to pleaſe him, they were not mov'd by'this 
Perſwafion, that there was a ſupream Being, who hated 
ill, and lov'd good; and would puniſh that, and reward 
this,” which univerfal Perſwaſion is moſt true; and Ver- 
tne that ſtands on this Principle, has no Chymera to ſup- 
it: Indeed they clap the Divinity on Men, inveſted 
evits with its great Prerogatives, and worſhip'd thoſe 
Gods of their own Inſtitution ; and ſo blunder'd about 
the particular Subject of Adoration, notwithſtanding they 
retain'd the Notion of a Deity able to chaſtiſe the wicked, 
and ſo had a kind of true Foundation of Political and 
Moral Vertue: But if there be no God, or if he mews 
ausge G g 3 himſelf 
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| himſelf up in Heaven, without entring into our Concerns, 


the very Foundation of all Probity, all Subordination is 
falſe and filtious, and by conſequence, all Truſt, Com- 
merce, Piety, and Society are ſuſtain'd by Impoſture and 
Forgery, which is an Opinion ſo unkind to our very Na- 
ture, and ſo irrational, that no · Man can abett it without 
Folly and Madneſs. S073 eee tags 
A Gentleman of the Company interrupted Euſebiut. 
Sir, ſaid he, I confeſs your Arguments have Force; they 
are Rational, and a Man muſt be very hard to pleaſe that 


will not reliſhthem. Butunleſs our Souls are immortal, 
what Reaſou have Men either to love his Goodneſs, or 


to tear his Severity? His Bleſſing muſt ſtop with our 
Freath, and his Curſes cannot overtake us in Eternity: 
For if Death robs us of Life and Being, all our Hopes 
and Fears ate at a ſtand : They diſappear with our laſt 
Sigh, and vaniſh into nothing. So that the Doctrine of 
a God is not ſufficient alone to reform Mankind, and all 
Religion may be regarded as uſeleſs, or flung among the 
Ceremonies Divines term Diophora; for if my Soul be 
mortal, future Rewards are impoflible, as well as Tor- 
ments: Why then ſhould I court Vertue at the Expence 
of preſent Satisſaction? Or withſtand Appetite with the 
Forfeiture of Pleaſure? Why ſhovld-I' bridle Luſt, or 
preferibe Bounds to my Ambition? If neither Conti- 
nence be regarded, nor Pride humbled? For my part I 


_ own ingeniouſly, I ſhall make the beſt uſe of Time, till 


I am ſure there is an Eternity. I ſhall trim up my Houſe 


of Clay, and lay out my Stock on Reparations: My Paſ- 


ſions ſhall live at Diſcretion, and range without Con- 
troul. 3 1 "+475 97s Wi: 0 


If my Arguments convince you that there is a God 


(replied Euſebius) you cannot queſtion the Immortality 
of the Soul. God and the Immortality of the Soul 
are Corte latives, and whatever Proof makes for the one, 


elſtabliſhes the other: For as I hinted above, if there 


be a God, he is juſt, and therefore crowns} Vertue, and 


revenges Vice: Now it is evident that the Juſt often- 


times in this Life receive no Reward, and the Impi- 
ous no Puniſnment, therefore they muſt receive it in the 


next; therefore our Souls muſt not die with our Bodies; 


theretore they are Immortal. Again, if our Souls are 


Immortal, there is 3 God. For ſuppoſing this noble Pre- 
Ani : _ p | rogative 
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rogative, which way did the Soul come by it, but by the 
Goodneſs and Power of an infinite Agent? It can neither 
be the Effect of Matter nor Motion; theſe things are 
below the Level of a Spirit, they have neither Life nor 
Knowledge; how can they infuſe into another thoſe Per- 
fections that are Strangers to themſelyes? Did our Souls 
ſteal a Being from all Eternity? Where were they before 
they entei d our Bodies? Who ordered my Soul to take 
Poſſeſſion of my Body rather than of another? Or where 


did it hover before it found the Settlement? I ſuppoſe 


Pythagoras's Metempſycoſis is grown out of Faſhion in Ex- 
rope, we ſend Souls no more on Expeditions of Knight- 
Errantry ; they ſcorn to take up with Swine, or to lodge 
with Camels and Elephants. If therefore they are im- 
mortal Spirits, you cannot avoid a Creator; neith 
Hazard, Motion 'or Matter can give us a good Accoun 
of their Origin. eee en 
Euſebiat deſit'd another Meeting the next Day, to put 
an end tothe Conference. One Seſſion, ſaid he, addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to the Company, will compleat the Work, 
and I deſire your Preſence; Iwill only draw up in ſhort 
the Sum of our Diſpute, that you may at one view ſee 
the Strength of my Proofs, and the Weakneſs of my Ad- 


verſaries: And then, Theomachus, if (in ſpite of Light) 


you reſolve to remain in Darkneſs (atter I have detected 
your Errors) [ll pity your Obſtinacy. The Company 
accepted of the Appointment, and ſo broke up. But Theo- 
machas, after mature Deliberation, thought belt to wave 
the Interview ; he had been too often foil'd to venture a- 
nother Puſn: Beſides, he perceiv'd that ſome of the Gen- 
tlemen began to waver: The Reaſons of Euſebius had 


done Execution; altho' indeed none had declar'd for Re- 


ligion, many approv'd it; ſo that he fear'd another Con- 
ference, wich a ſhort Exhortation might detach ſome, 
and weaken his Party. And if the Succeſs of the Con- 
troverſy ſhould be put to Vote, he foreſaw nothing but 
Shame for himſelf; and Vidory for his Antagoniſt : But 
the Matter being not determined (ſaid he to one of his 
Intimates) like thoſe who have a Suit depending, we 
may: both e and ſo we ſhall part Stakes, 
But to withdraw han ſomely, he ſent Euſebius this Let- 
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SIR, | | 


Am ſorry Neceſſity has fred ine to diſappoint you to Mor. 
I row ene Affair requires my Abfence Fon Town; 
it both important and preſſing, ſo that I cannot retard my 
Departure one Day withant great Prejudice to my Concerns, 
and Danger to a Relation. I therefore diſengage my Word, 
and preſume you will exeaſe and pardon my Incruility When 
I have rid my Hands of this troubleſome Accident, 1 


Lon may command, SIR, 


Yours. 


Eb Kali read the true Deſign of Theomachas under his 


Iſe Pretence; and eaſily perceiv'd:he retir'd to avoid 

oth Conviction and Confuſion, and indeed it's hard to 
determine which he dreaded moſt. For he was jealous 
of his Honour to Phrenay, and obſtinate in Infidelity. to 
Madneſs. Notwithſtanding Euſebiut next Morning met 
the other Gentlemen at the Rendezvous, who were con- 
cern'd.at the ſudden Retreat of their Hero, yet ſome ex- 
cus'd, tho? others blam'd him. Eaſebias addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the Company, ſpoke to this Purpoſe. 2. 40 


The Concluſion of the CONFERENCE. | 


GENTLEMEN, canaxlhoo: cod dd 1530.0 
WE meet to Day to finiſh the Diſpute; and I thought 

the Controverſy alſo, but the unexpected Retreat, 
(I would ſay Flight) of Theomachus has baffl'd my Hopes. 
Had he not ſufpeQed the Juſtice of his Cauſe, why did 


be ſo ſhametully deſert it? I had no Defign on his Ho- 


nour, but on his Impiety. I ſhould have diſclaim'd the 
Glory of Conqueſt, had he but acknowledged his Defeat, 
and abjur'd an Error, that-will at laſt ruin him, and thoſe 
who inconſiderately abett it. Nay, an humble Confeſſi- 
on of the Truth had ſecur*d his Reputation from Oblo- 
quy; the Blemiſh had fallen on the Cauſe, not on his 
Wit; but the Glory of Submiſſion tothe Truth had been 
wholly imputed to his Candour and the Sincerity of his 


"Temper. People had thrown the Reproach of * 
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rather on the Miſinformation of his Underſtanding, than 


on the Perverſeneſs of his Will, ſo that he could only fear 
to be eſteem'd more unfortunate than criminal: But this 
ungenteel Flight lays him — to the Severity of Cen- 
ſure, and all underſtanding Men muſt ROT con- 
clude, he wanted Abilities to defend a bad Cauſe, and 
Conſcience to difown it. But I'll leave him to himſelf, 
and where can he be more uneaſy, than in his own Com- 
pany? Though he be without a God, he is not without 
Fear, and who can ſleep ſecure that harbours ſuch à Fury? 
Atheiſts (like the China Mandarin) are waited. on by 
Hangmen that puniſh their own Delinquencies: They 
can never avoid the Arreft and Execution of their Con- 
ſciences, tho” they make a Sport of God, and a Diverſion 
of Crimes in publick, they are more ſerious in private; 
which is a ſhrewd Sign their Atheiſm is imaginary, tho? 
their Impiety be real. A God, or #o God, Gentlemen, is 
an important 'Queſtion ; atid thofe who incline to the Ne- 
gative, would do well to examine it with Care, with Study, 
with Coolneſs and Impartiality, before they come to a 
final Reſolution. When the Atbenians heard of the Death 
of their mortal Enemy Philip the Macedonian, they were 
preſently for manifeſting their Joy by ſome publick Scene 
of Jollitry : But a Fellow among the Crowd 6:4 dem firſt 
be ſure he was dead, leaſt one day they might find him a- 
live by the Severity of his Revenge. The Atheiſt of all 
Men ſhould follow this wholſome, this prudent Advice; 
and nothing but a ſtrict Demonſtration can ſecure him: 
For all the;plaufible Sophiſms in the World will never 
reſcue him from Danger; nor by conſequence his Electi- 
on from Folly: For ſo long as he is not demonſtratively 
ſecure, there is no Deity for any thing he knows there 
is one; and if there be, he will certainly feel the Exi- 
gence of that dreadful Majeſty he deny'd, by the Rigour 
of his Juſtſce : It's therefore out Intereſt to believe there 
is a God; and to ſquare our Actions by this Belief; for 
we can be no loſers by ou, but may be undone 
eternally by lafidelity : Indeed the Atheiſt is Tenſible e- 
nough his Caſe is deſperate, if there be a God, and if 
one may believe him, wiſhes nothing more, than that it 
were in his Power to credit his Being: But (ſays he) this 
is the proper Work of Demonſtration: Evidence alone 
lertles the Judgment, of which J am wholly 8 

1 N 7 - 0 f - ut 


LE CO RnrnY n A „ IO Rn; 11511 ee r * OY 


„% rr r 
"i 7 
„ * 


458 The Gentleman Juſt | 


But this is a Blindneſs rather than an Excuſe: A petty 
 Artificeto excite Compaſſion, or to hide Folly and Mad- 
neſs under the Dreſs.of Sincerity.. If they expect Ma- 
thematical Evidence, they will die Atheiſts, for ſuch 
Conviction is impoſſible, and they that will only ſubmit 
to Proots of which the Matter is uncapable, ſhould ra- 
ther purge than diſpute: He is fitter for Phyſick than 
Renton ; and I would counſel. him to ſhave and air his 
n Is ebe ; 
Nov let me deſite you, Gentlemen, by all that is dear, 
to take this Matter into Confideration, it deſerves Time, 
Thought, and Reflection. The Queſtion, is, Whether 
there be a God who e rewards Vertue, and eter- 
nally puniſhes. Vice. in be m 
than to be well inform'd on which Side of the Contradi- 
ction Truth lies? If in the next World there be no high 
Court of juſtice, no Judge, no Account taken either of 
Good or Evil: Why ſhould Men force Appetite? Storm 
Inclination, or bridle Defire? Why ſhould; they forego 
the Enzoyments of this Life, and ſell a preſent Satista- 
Ction for a vain Expectation of a future Felicity? 5 
But then, if there be a God, Atheiſts are in ill Circum- 
ſtances; they mult take Leave of Life and Pleaſure toge- 
ther; and give a. ſad Farewel to Delights. Their laſt 
Breath extinguiſhes Joy, and kindles a Flame not to con- 
ſume, but to torment them eternally. Their Muſick will 
end in Tears, their Pleaſure in Repentance, and their 
Repentance in Deſpair., It's a doleful Cataſtrophe to be 
dragg'd from a Palace into a Dungeon; and from the 
Embraces of a Dalilah into thoſe ot everlaſting Flames. 
What Man in his Senſes would take the molt glittering, 
and molt gawdy Happineſs in the World, together with 
ſuch a dreadful Reverſion of Torments? Yet if there be 


Scientia in Excelſis, Knowledge and Jultice above, (that 


is a God) the Infidel Atheiſt will burn below; and feel 
the juſt Revenge of that powerful Majeſty he ſo obſti- 
VVV . 
Nov, Gentlemen, the Matter ſtanding thus, withdraw 
from Hurry and Paſſion, take off all Affection from the 
reſcut; divorce wholly from this World, till you are 
Lo there is no ſuch thing as another. Argue with 
your ſelves thus: I believe I am lawfully begotten; I be- 
lieve I aw baptiʒ d; and never doubted of Either, Fe 
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] have the bare Teſtimony of my Mother for the Truth 
of the firft, and perchance the ſole Authority of a Parſon, 
or a Midwife for the Belief of the ſecond. Butall Nati- 
ons tell me there is a God as well as Ages: Why there- 
fore ſhall the Word of one Woman, or of one Man, not 
only ſway, but fix and ſettle my Judgment in thoſe 
Caſes, and not the Joint Teſtimony of all Men in this? 
cannot contemplate the petty Springs of a Watch, or 
the rude, Contrivance of a Cabbin, but preſently the 
Sight leads me naturally to an Artificer. I cannot poſſi- 
bly aſcribe the Frame of either to blind Chance, or fatal 
Neceflity ; and though I fool my Underſtanding, and en- 
ſlave. my Reaſon in a thouſand Occaſions, in this I can» 
not. They diſobey the moſt preſſing Commands of the 
Will, they pronounce boldly in ſpite of PraQice and In- 
clination, that ſome Hand. put the Wheels together, and 
rais'd the Cottage. . 1 : 
The moſt ill-ſhap'd Animal in the World, the moſt de- 
ſpicable Leaf are more finely contriv'd than all the Ma- 
chines that ever Art invented. If therefore the petty 
Fabrick of a Watch, the unpoliſh'd Frame of a poor Cot- 
e convince me they were made by the Hand of an Ar- 
tiicer, : muſt, I not confeſs this Majeſtick Pile of the 
World, ſo vaſt, ſo various, ſo ſtupendious, was firſt con- 
triv'd, hy the N iſdom, and then created by the Power of 
a maſt, perfect Agent? If aleſs Motive ſways my Judg- 
ment, a greater may: And if my Aſſent be both firm and 
prudent in one Caſe, certainly it cannot be unſtable and 
imprudent in the other. A Child may make theſe Re- 
flections ; they are eaſy, obvious, and convincing. Rea- 
lon. therefore and Intereſt plead. ſtrongly againſt Atheiſm; 
and you cannot abett it without betraying both. 
Proſtrate (I befeech you) your ſelyes with bended 
Races and 8 Hugs Meer the 14654. of tht 
read. Majeſty you have fo often provok'd by your Im- 
morality, — 9 Four Infidelity. Obſtinacy 
enflames his Juſtice; but Tears extinguiſh it. It's in 


jour Power either to try the Weight of his Anger, or 
the Sweetneſs of his Mercy. But if Atheiſm waits on 
jou to his Tribunal, you muſt expect nothing but Dam- 

nation. God's Greatneſs will fright you, his Power will 
Ularm you, and his . Juſtice eternally torment you. In 
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bir of Brarado's, Conſcience will not only aE the Part 
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of an Accuſer, but of an Executioner alſo. It will re- 
venge with Intereſt thoſe Rapes and Violences you have 
committed againſt it here, and turn thoſe kind Admoni- 
tions du receiy'd with Ratlery into ſo many liſtruments 
r tad egos 
Gentlemen, date you put theſe things to a venture? 
Win you live in Infidelity as unconcernedly as if all the 
Tertors of another World were only frightful Dreams of 
Men awake? Or meer Productions of a feverifh aid dif. 
compos'd Btai ? Certainly I have made the Exiſtenee of 
a God too clear to be thonght Fancy ot Viſit: And 
then I expect Prudence will not permit you to think it 
2 Matter not to be regarded, whether you are eternally 
bappy or miſerable. s. 
At leaſt if you are refolv'd to play in this Life; and to 


weep in the other, decoy not unwary Gentlemen into ſo 


mad a Reſolution: Their Pains will not eaſe yours. If 
ou Plot againſt their Purſe, have no Deſign upon their 
teligion, _ Scoff them not out of their Creed, tho* you 
wheedlc them out of their Eftares; when you have fwept 
away their preſent Stock, force them not to make over 
their Title to Heaven. You can gain halt by their 
Loſs ; for the ſame time Jo's rally them ont © Heaven, 
you jel! your ſelves into 8 e l = + a ; 91 Ron e 01 e 
Beides, were the Exiſtence' of a God, the Truth of 
Religion doubtful, yer they mould be thought on with 
Scriouſneſs, and ſpoken of with 'Reverence; for People 
put a great Streſs on both. 93 5 upon the'Betief 
of a Peity, and the Practice of Religion here as neceſſa- 
ry for their Happineſs hereafcer. './ 7 acknowled e it 
is not only their Duty, bur atfo their ntereſt to- believe 
a. God, and to Worſhip him. Methinks therefore it's 2 
Breach of Civility, and à Failere in Breeding; it's an 
Afﬀront to 7 as Werl ag ro theit Maker to turn 
the 09178 of their, Adoration nc and Diverſion, 
and their Expectation into Romance: So that you can- 


not be prophanie without being Clowns. Pray thetefore 
(at leaſt for your Reparacon's i) employ Joer Wits 
| : | ? 


and Tongues an a more credible Subje&: "Certainly 
Wit is 755 rown ſo ſacrilegibus, as not to i. 4 44 d 
without polluting holy Things. A Man may be eivil with- 


ont Blaſphemy, and lay In a very fair Prerenfion to Inge 


ngity without being guilty of Profanenefs,  * To 
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To draw towards an End; if you intend to ſearch 
Truth with Serenity and Candour, take leave of Drolle- 
ry, preach not down God, Religion and Sobriety, but 
treat with Reſpect thoſe things Mankind reveres, for Men 
ſeldom honour what they ridicule; much leſs will they 
proſtrate themſelves to what they burleſque. Shake off 
therefore this buffooning Humour, and when the Tongue 
is brought under Diſcipline, the Heart will throw off 
all the Yew of Prejudice and Paſſion; and then the Un- 
derſtanding diſengag'd from Violence, will eaſily ſub- 
mit to the Force of thoſe Reaſons I have laid before 

ou. | 

; But if you run on in a lewd Vein of Drollery and Im- 
piety, the moſt perſwaſive Arguments in the World will 
never work upon you; you'll certainly ſport your ſelves 
into Damnation, and fink down laughing into Hell. But 
then thoſe Flames that conſume Mirth, will awake De- 
ſpair. You'll begin to be both ſerious and wiſe, when 
'twill be too late to be ſo. Oh, how fooliſh, how im- 
prudent is it to deny a 8 this World, and to be- 
lieve one in the other! To live Atheiſts in London, 
and Theiſts in Hell! e 
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ENGLAND. 
GENTLEMEN, W 
NF HE former T wo Parts of the Gentle- 

man InſtroQed, have been ſo kindly Re- 

cerved by the Nobility, that I preſume 

W to recommend the Third alſo, to the Fa- 

N vour of their Protection. Books make 

„heir Fortune, as well as younger Brothers, 

| by the Credit of great Patrons ; they are 

nnable to break through the Oppoſition of Criticiſm, with. 
the ſupport of Authority; and ſo are ſuppoſed guilty, becauſe 

#0 Body will ſtand wp in their Defence; for at preſent 

Prejudice and Cenſure ian high, and (what is worſe) 

out of their proper Channel. Good Books generally meet 

with Reproach, and ba as often with Approbation. We 

2 our Fudements by our Conduct, fo that it's odds 

thoſe Mex who declare for V tee, will never reliſpb a Le- 

Zure of Morality, No, no; when a Book condemns our. 

Bebaviour, we take the freedom, by way 7 Reprizals, to 

tondemmn it; as if it were lawful with Mr. Hobbs, to 

— troul Reaſon, when Reaſon takes the liberty to con- 
toul us. | * 8 


V 


I therefore expect that Libertines and Deb "RE 


will take Check at the Freedom of theſe Papers, as well 


as at the Subjedt; and that poſſibly they may diſcharge a 
Lolly of Reproaches upon ft; A "6, g for 1 a ms Paſ: 
ſion miſtakes a Friend for a Foe, and falls as foul on thoſe 
wha. cone to our Reſcue, as on thoſe who intend our Ruin; 
but the beſt on't is, the Force of their Weapons anſwers 
not the ſtrength of their Malice; for alas, a Feſt makes a 
weak Thruſt, and a Sarcaſm a weaker ; and ſober Men ſel- 
dom condemn a Book, becauſe Libertines burleſque it; for 


the Opinion of ſuch Judges is always ſaſpected of Parti- 


ality, and ſo neither be a Credit to a Cauſe, nor a great 
Misfortane. H z 


Who Commiſſions this, Euſebius, ( ſaid a Spark) to 


tutor all Mankind? To laſh our Failures? To expoſe 
our Perſons to Reproach and Infamy ? Muſt he pendant 
it over his Betters, and revile Quality at Diſcretion ? 
Has he not frripe us of our Robes, and ſhown us in diſhabile 
to the Rabble * Firſt to render ns MY deſpi 1 
then to entertain the Publick at our Expences * Though u 

are Lewd, why muſt we appear Litthe* Though te forfeit 


our Innocence, we have right to Keſpect; the Gentleman 


wants Breeding, and his Perſon ſhould be brought to Pen- 


mance as _ 75 1 A: K 

| , Good Sir, all this Heat ( ſaid I) I counſel you to 
fl jour Reſentment, unleſs you can diſarm 23 
ea eee confute his Evidence, or deny the Charge ; 
for after all, tho People abandon Vertue, few have the 
Impadence to burleſque it; Its Intereſt is not quite 4 
Conſcience and Shame have not loſt all footing ; and though 
it be not uncreditable to commit an ill Action, it's inf 
mont, at leaſt, to defend it. If the Gentleman Charity 
challenges not Thanks, I am ſure it deſerves not Reviling ; 
it ſhould ſtrike out ſome NO of Repentance, and not 

| kindle Flames of Anger. Fe tells yo, you poſt. on 10 
Damuation, and deſires you to fiop I it ſuch an Iucivi- 
lity to interpeſe? Did we ſee a blind Man upon the brink 
of a Precipice, ſhould we nat admoniſh him of the Danger, 
and ſpeed to his Aſſiſtance. ; DTT RE ns 
Toung Gentlemen, Foodwinkt by Paſſion, and f- aſcinated 
by the bewitchiug Blandiſhments of ſenſual Pleaſures, take 
nut owly the moſt eaſy, but the ſhorteſt Road to endleſs Tor- 
ments; be cries out ſtop, and you queſtion his Commiſſion, 
24 | 14 an 
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FE” formalize aper the legality of his Proceeding. Nur 


Danger (dear Sir) on the one ſide, and Charity on the 
other, are his Warrant. Nay, and the Principles of that 
Religion you proftitate to Lewaneſi, are his 4olification | 
r „„ N 
Indeed he has drawn ſome diſproportioned Characters, 
but the fault lies not in the Painter, but in the Original; 
the Gentleman had no I:tention to provoke any May's 
Reſentment, or to expoſe his Perſon ; he hath blended a 
thouſand different Faces together, ſo that this Confa- 
fon of Features and Complexions will conceal the Originals. 
In ſhort, Sir, I caunſel you rather to mend than to ſtorm : If 
you will not apply tbe Remedy, thank at leaſt the Gentle- 
man that preſents . 5 | 
Bat however, the Spark would come to no Terms of Ac- 
commodation with Euſebius, he would poſt him up for a 
Pedant, and pronounce. him a preſuming Con comb in all. 
Places, and all Company. Thus this. poor Man over-lookt 
nothing in Ill. nature, or worſe Manners, cad fray. . his 
Keſemtments ta all the Hopes of Folly aud Madneſs ; but 
be fancied in Euſebius's Character be ſaw his ows; and. 
ſo to clear his Complexion, and brightens bis Features, he 
would break the Glaſs ; as if the Defotmity lay in the 
Medium, and not in his Face, F 
| Thus ſome People attack Godlineſt under every form; they 
give Vertue no Quarter, and Vice no Diſturbance; they 
ave banifht Goodneſs from Practice, and will not ſuffer it 
ro appear eve on Pa No, mg Conſcience muſt have 
10 Retreat, and God. uo Worſhip. © Certainly in theſe Men's 
Opinions, Hell i a place of Di 
mess. d 2a ces ; 
But, Gentlemen, 1'bope the ſober Part of yon will receive 
this Preſent with mare Civility, aua if you cannot. reſolve 
to imitate the Pattern, I am confident you will at Iraſt com- 
mend it. I bat atjngled bis Actions with his Precepts ; 
and ſo have at the ſame time thrown before you a Scheme of 
bis Practice, and an Eſſay of his Docaments; you will at 
one View ſee what he 40 and read what he taught; and 
then we muſt conclude, Gentlemen are far gone in W ickedneſs,. 
if bath Reaſon and Example are unakyje to recover them. 
The way to Vertue by Precept ( ſays Seneca) is long, by 
Example ſhort; this affects more ſtrongly than Speculation z 
it enlivens our Spirits, A. e them for Action ; the 
DER)” 2 


proſpect 


* 


iverſion, and Heaven. of Tor- 
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proſpect of hazardons Ne oftentimes s Courage 
— diſpirits Brav elf; but when wwe ſee Mon un. 
dertake it with Valour, and come off with Surreſt, tue 
envy the Hero, and appland the Action: We then AS 
that things are feaſible that ſeem 1mpoſſible, and that often. 
times . very Difficulty lies more m the Fancy than in the 
Ate 

Fle "ans Blood paint Vertue in a frighrfel Dreſs, and 
the Daties of a Chriſtian in the Garb of a Fury; they ſeem 
Monſters to the Nobility, more fit to be gazed ped than 

pract᷑iſed, and rather ſcare than —— Fuſebius has diſ- 
Favre the Impoſtare, and unmaik'd the Artifice 5; he has 
convinc'd the World by Practice, that Vertue has nothin ng 
hideous but a falſe Vizor, and that the Daties of a Chri- 
ſtian are no Naſance; that our Maker never iutended 
10 bind us ap to diſadvantage, nor to turn our Duty into 
or Misfortune. The 72 of a Cbriſtias in this great 
Man interfered not with that of a Gentleman; his Bebavi- 
or was handſome, and brs C e Religions; be hep? up 
a\continual Correſpondence with God, without breaking v 
all Commerce with Men. Ina Word, be lived both a Gen- 
rie mas and a Saint; loved by moſt, and admired by all. 
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Young Gentlemen are diſſuaded from a Town Life. A 


DIALOGUE I. Ly 


o' the Diſpute was over, the Contro- 
1 yerſy went on. Theomachus was indeed 
too weak to keep his Ground, but too 
Af er Va ask Ne He muy not 
bdoaſt of Y iftory, and would not acknow- 
2 leqdge his Defeat: ſo that in concluſion he 
: Was willing to draw Stakes, and con- 
feſs'd that both maintainꝰd their Poſt with equal Reſoluti- 
on. In fine, - (fa he with a Smile) Euſebius and I fought 
here, as our Allies and French at Lxzara: Both are Con- 
querors, and both overcome. I give him leave to clap. 
bis Wings, if he'll permit me to crow. - =p 
Neander was preſent at the Diſpute, and by good For- 
tune in the Company, when Theomac bus bolred out this 
Rbodomontade. His Confidence was extraordinary, and 
bis Air unuſally pretending. Paſſion fluſt'd in Neaxder's 
E Face, and almoſt broke out at his Tongue. He had no 
mind to renew the Combat; for he knew Azherſts ever 
return Smiles for Reaſon, and keep their Ground rather 
by dint of Forehead than Argument. However, not to 
inifer dim $9 bg een win en ekz I Fee 
100 Fr 


' 


he) you have run in a Circle, taken many Steps, but rid 
no Ground; you are juſt where you were in ſetting out; 
becauſe, for oug bt you know, there may be a God, and then 
you are a Madman by Demonſtration. * 

I have told you, reply'd Theemachns, God is an airy 
Being. the Child of Fancy, and Spawn of Imagination, 
2 Bugbear to awe Fools, and fright Children; and if Eu- 
ſebius has heQored much on this Subject, he has proved 
little. For, Sir, I diſtinguiſh'between Flouriſh and Ar- 
gument; between ſtarcht Cant, and ſolid Reaſon. 

It may be ſo (anſwer'd Neauder,) but it his Reaſon 
for a God come not up to Evidence, yours for no God 
Tby your own Confeſſion) fall ſhort of Demonſtration, 
For in a Word, Sir. [:'s a drawn Battle. It's therefore no 
Jeſs probable there is a God, than that there is none ; and 
by — ibis you muſt commence Fool, to remain an 

tBeiſt. | 

Theomachus was pincht for an anſwer, and therefore he 
retreated to the laſt Retrenchment of baffled Libertines, 
Raillety, and Satyr. For you muſt know theſe Gentlemen 
bite, when they cannot ſpeak to the purpoſe ; and laugh 
down thoſe Arguments they cannot reaſon out of Coun: 
—_—. 9 N . 
Four Logick, young Man, (ſaid he) is as callow as 
our Chin, and your Underſtanding as ſoft as your Beard. 

eave Philoſophy to thum the Grammar, rub over Pro- 
125 gue Maribas, before you venture on Divinity; your 

ntelle& is pen-feathered, too weak-wing'd to ſoar ſo 
high: A Dog or a Racer are more proper Entertainment 
for your Age, than God. And I preſume you are more 
able to judge of Wine, than of Theological Niceties. 

Nay, (ſaid Neander) if Age be the Standard of Senſe, 
and Arguments are meaſured not by Mood and 'Figure, 
but Beards, then certainly all the Advantage lies on your 
ſide; but under Favour Sir,) Beards and Reaſon go not 
always together. Age is not the Meaſure of Truth and 
Falſhood. Threeſcore may be in the wrong, and Twen- 
ty in the right: Fling therefore Years out of the Queſti- 
on, and come up cloſe to the Point. But Theomachns 
thought fit to drop the Controverſy, and withdrew, while 
the way lay open for a Retreat. The Difficulty pincht, 
and he had no colourable Anſwer in reſerve. And there- 
fore being in no condition to withſtand his Adverſary, 5g 

EY Ws OO 5 to 
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took the liberty to contemn him. And indeed, this petty 
Policy is a wonderful Relief to a ſinking Courage. It 
lays a Varniſh of Generoſity on Cowardice, and gives 
Fear the Colour of Good-nature. | 

Theomachas was no more for drawn Battles, he ſaw, that 
by drawing Stakes, he ſhould loſe the Sett. And therefore 
(to cry up his Party, and his expiring Credit) he pro- 
claim'd himſelf Conqueror, and his Adverſary defeated. 
Euſebius (ſaid he) is ſlipt into the Country to air his 
Brains, and to throw off the Chagrine that always diſ- 
compoſes routed Generals. He dares-not keep the Field, 
but cantons his ſcatter'd Forces in Villages. 

Euſebius indeed had bid adieu to the Town, with a 
Reſolution never to return. He was ſick of Company, 
and more of thoſe Follies'he could neither endure, nor 
correct. He could not without Indignation behold Chri- 
ſtians lead the Lives of Pagans, and prophane the beſt Re- 
ligion with the fouleſt Crimes. I bat Pleaſure (ſaid he) 
can a Chriſtian take in a place where Vice rides in Triumph, 
and Vertue groans in a Dungeon; where Goodneſs lies under 
Contempt, and Irregularity receives Applanſe ; where the beſt 
Actions are lampoon'd, and the worſt deified? ' © 

Neander rid over to his Houſe, five Miles only diſtant 


from the Town. He informed him of Theomachns's Com- 


portment ſince his Retreat, with what an Air of Confidence 
he proclaim'd his Victory: That the Cabal began to hold 
up their Heads and crow: That Atbeiſim had almoſt re- 
covered of its Wound, and began to walk Abroad. That 
his Preſence might ſtop the Evil his Abſence would give 
Opportunity to ſpread. - That Theomachus would with- 
draw at his Arrival, and carry his Poiſon and Impudence 
into the Country. al ü en 7545 
Alas! (reply Exſebias) Dear Neander, you are unac- 


quainted with the Temper of Atheiſts. It's eaſy to con- 


found 'em, but almoſt impoſſible to convert *em, their 
Diſeaſe lies in the Heart, not in the Head. Their Miſ- 
fortune takes its Riſe from Obſtinacy, not Ignorance. 
And how can you reaſon a Man out of Infidelity, who 
reſolves to remain in it againſt Reaſon? Libertiniſm, 
Neander, is a bewitching Thing, when it gets the Aſcen- 
dant ; *twill improve Ignorance for an excuſe of Free- 
dom ; caſt Conſcience into a. Lethargy, and bribe the 
Underſtanding againſt our own Intereit. In a Word, 


it's a Sin ſeldom forgiven in this World, and never in the 
other. | | N | | 
. Atheiſm (replyed Neander) is not the only Vice of the 
Town, other Sins ſeen tree of the City; and Men en- 
deayour to dilate the Malignity, and to keep the Diſor- 
der in countenance, If People have the face to preach 
up Ungodlineſs in Diſcourſe, and PraQice plant 60zh a- 
gainſt it; good Counſel, back'd by Example, may do as 
much execution upon Vice, as bad upon Vertue. In the 
next World, indeed, Men's Wills are either fixt in Good 
or Evil, but io this they may paſs from one Extream to 
the other. Beſides, all are not ſo charm'd with Sin, as to 
perſwade themſelves it deſerves no Puniſhment, nor ſo 
out of conceit of Vertue as to diſcard it of all Reward: 
T keir Misfortune ſprings rather from Weakneſs than Ma- 
lice; from youthful Heat, than from Infidelity. Time 
will cool theic Blood, and Inſtruction may inform their 
Underftanding, and when this is diſabus'd, the Will ſhakes 
otf the Enchantment. 4 | | 

What can Advice (ſaid Euſebiut) ſignifie to thoſe, who 
are always more prepared to curſe, or ridicule the Adviſer, 
than to practice the Counſel? To thoſe who are uhman'd 
by Effeminacies, and even nailed to ill Habits? They 


ate without Conſcience, without Principles, how will 


you. come at them? You may almoſt as ſoon preach 
down a Hurricane, or declaim Tempeſt into a Calm, as 
counſel a bad Man into a good one. Whilſt we frame 
ill Nogions of the future State, our Lives will hardly be 
regular, What hope of recoyery when the Patient dotes 
on the Diſeaſe, when he flies in the Face of the Doctor, 
and ſuſpects eyery Cordial to be a Doſe of Arſenick or 
atsbane? In a Word, the Malignity of the Fever works 
vp to Madneſs ; and, like fame Bed 
themſelves the Wiſdom of the Nation. Hr; 
- I ſuppoſe, indeed, that all who throw up their Inno- 
cence, and pawn Heaven for Pleaſure, have not quite 
taken leave of Religion, or diſmiſs'd Principles; but the) 
have Moſes aud ihe Prophets, Paſtors and Teachers: lam 


not Curate-General, nor intend to intetfere with another's, 


Function: Thoſe who tend the Sick are aften ſtruck with 
the Infection, and the Dot or that cures his Patient ſome 
| 7 "530 4 $ bn ot {4 What! 


lams, they ſuppoſe 
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What! (ſaid Neander with a Smile)-you are on guard 
againſt the Infection of the Town: Surely you have out- 
liv'd Temptation. Age has ſo congeal'd your Blood, that 
nothing but a Chriſtmas-bleck is able to thaw it, Neither 
the World nor Devil can work up thy Humours to Irre- 
gularity. Thy Paſſions (like Serpents in a Froft) drop 
their Venom; they move without Vigour, and almoſt 
without Life: They are ſo tar from capering, that like 


Criminals in Tramels, they can ſcarce ſtand, To have 


one Foot in the Grave, and the other in the Brothel is un- 
uſual. Few Men, like Æiua, burn within, when they 


are Snow without. A white Head and a glowing Heart 


ſeldom meet. | 
No Man (reply'd Euſebius) is ſecure, and therefore all 
ſhould ſtand upon the Qu, ve /g. Age, indeed, is leſs 
expos'd than Youth, but it's not above danger; and J 
have known ſome carry their Diſorders on to fourſcore, 


They ſpurred on Nature jaded by Age, and rid down 


by a long Courſe of Exceſſes, till it funk under the Bur» 


then, and went off the Stage both with Shame and Sin, 


ſcorn'd by Men, and tormented by the Omnipotent. 


It's therefore our Duty to withdraw from ill Example, 


and not to come within ſight of Occaſions. Like the Ba- 
filisk, they kill with their very fight, and the Poiſon is too 
quick for a Remedy. Fly therefore, Dear Neander, the 
Town; Temptation ſeconded by Youth, and ſharpened 
by Idleneſs, will be too hard for Precept. Let found 
dafety in the Country, and his Wife Death for lookin 
back upon the unfortunate City. God has left this lag 
Example for a Caveat to Poſtcrity, to have any com- 
merce with Sinners, leaſt by Converſation we eſpouſe 
theic Crimes, and partake of their Puniſhmear. 

And indeed when young People fix in Town, they glean 
up its Vices, and continue the Practice, till their Eſtates 


founder, and their Bodies fink under the Weight of their 
Diſorders. - Unthinking Creatures! They ſport in the | 


Camp of their Enemies; danger ſurrounds them, and 
what is worſe, either unſeen or 'unregarded. 1 emptati- 
on aſſaults them not with the Violence of an Enemy, but 
the Careſſes of a Friend. This throws them off their 
Guard, difarms Cautions, and gives them up to the Go- 
vernment of Careleſneſs, ſo that they ſurrender without 
Refiſtance, and ſigh in Fetters before they * of an 
i Ms nemy. 
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Enemy. Nay, one would think they loſt their Wits with 
their Liberty, and commenc'd Fools the ſame Moment 
they become Slaves. For they fancy themſelves the only 
free Subjects in the Nation, becauſe they are not coop'd 
up between four Walls. And dote on their Captivity, 
becauſe they hectot in Taverns, and rattle in gilt Coach- 
es. But, alas! theſe pleaſing Fancies, are the Effect of a 
dozing Opiate of the Devil's Malice, not of his Kind- 
neſs; He regales his Friends, as the Indians do their 
Slaves, meerly to prepare them for Slaughter. 

Now theſe Men turned into Senſe, are unqualified for 
good Counſel, you may as ſoon reafon a Swine out of 
the Mire, as theſe into Sobriety and Temperance. They'll 
carry on their Brutalities in ſpight of all theirSermons they 
hear, and make over the Lord's-Day to the Devil. 

We have indeed Committees for the Improvement of 
Piety, as well as for that of Trade. And ſo have made 
Proviſions for the Intereſt of God, no leſs than for that 
of the Nation. But, alas! If our Cenſors deſerve Cen- 
ſure, Reformation will be at a ſtand; their Example will 


do more Execution on Vice than their Office: And their 


Practice would carry on more heartily the Intereſt of 
Vertue, than their Commiſſion. A Man that flings 
his Eſtate into a Miſſes Lap, will not be fined out of 


her Company with forty Shillings; and he who leaps 


over the Laws of God, will ſcarce boggle at Acts ef 
Parliament. IE <5 1255 

In fine, Neander, our Town Sparks are a monſtrous 
Generation, a kind of Centaur, half Man, and half 
Beaſt. They have the Shape of the Firſt, and all the 
Brutality of the Second; they follow the Stream of In- 
clination like Beaſts; they chop at any thing that grati- 
fies Senſe. But then they ſwitch on Nature, and here 
they leave the Beaſt to play the Fiend. . Immortal Spi- 
tits ſeem tied to all the infamous Impreflions of Fleſh 
and Blood, and bind themſelves Slaves to the Devil in 
this Life, for Pleaſure in Hand, and eternal Torments in 
Reverſion. l 35 $1901 + SHOW 21-279 

Had you a Vote in the Houſe, or a Place at the Board, 


( ſaid Neander) you would be for a Proclamation to clear 


F . 


the Town of all the young Gallants above Fifteen, and 
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When a Gentleman's Bufineſs (reply'd Euſebiu,) lies 
in Town, 1 would not have him take Coach for the 
Country. For at ſuch a Diſtance things would not go 
on kindly. The Man and his Buſineſs, like Man and 
Wife, mult live together: Separate Dwellings, require a 
ſeparate Maintenance, Now when we double Expences, 


Accounts ſeldom run even: Thoſe who have-Offices at 


Hhite- Hall, may take up 3 in Spring- Garden or 
Pallmall; who intend to build a Fortune upon the Law, 
may take up in the Iuns of Court: And it they are for 
Trade, they may pack off to Mapping or Cbeapſide. 

But, I confeſs, I would not have thoſe come nearer 
than Hampſtead or Hunſlow- Heath, who have no other Buſi- 
neſs than Diverſion; for they will certainly idle away 
their Time, Mortgage their Souls to the Devil, and their 
Eſtates to Miſſes, Vintners, and Lawyers. | 

Idleneſs, dear Neander, is a dangerous Diſeaſe under 
all the Elevations; but it's Mortal at London. It's not 
only the Mother, but the Miſtreſs.of Vice. Multam enim 
malitiam docuit otioſitas, Eccluſ. Chap. 43. A Man that 
has nothing to do, has leiſure to do any thing: He lies 
open to all Temptations, and what is worte, is unprepa- 
red for a Defence; like a diſmantled 1 own, he falls into 
the Hands of the firſt Invader. 

Indeed at his firſt arrival Buſineſs flows in upon him: 
One would think he ſat at the Helm, and ſteered the 


weighty Concerns of the Eugliſp Monarchy. The firſt 


Secretary of State is in a leſs hurry on Poſt-Days, and 
ſends about fewer Diſpatches. For you mult know he 
Subpœna's Sempſtreſſes, Taylors, Barbers, and Coachmakers, 
to appear at his Levee; one would fancy this Heterogeni- 
ous Jun&o took into conſideration ardua Regni Negotia, 
they play at pro and con with ſuch Heat and Commotion. 
Now all this noiſe is nothing but a learned Debate upon 
the Modes of the Town, and an advantagious Mixture of 
Colours. He is for Delicacy and Exactneſs of Fancy, for 
nothing tawdry and mechanick, flaunting or ill matcht. 
And Doctors are divided upon the Point: But all agree 
to bubble the Squire. For it's a kind of Peſtalatum among 
the Beaus, that nothing is modiſh that is not dear; nay, 
the Goodneſs even of Fauff riſes with the Price, and To- 


bacoo at five Guineas the Pound, is twenty Times better 
than the ſame at a Crown. | 


knew 
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476 The Gentleman Inſtruded. 
I knew a Spark that ſat a whole Morning in a cloſe 
Committee with a Barber : Now this mighty Conſultation 
was about a Perriwig. He ſhew'd him Twenty, but one 
was too long, another too ſhort; this too full, that too 
thin: At laſt, Strrab (ſays the youngſter) make me a 
ſmart Wig, a ſmart one, ye Dog. The Fellow bleſt him- 
ſelf; he had heard of a ſmart Nag, a ſmart Man, Ce. 
but a (mart Wig was Chineſe to the Tradeſman. How. 
ever nothing would pleale his Worſhip, but ſmart Shoes, 

t Hats, and ſmart Cravats: Within two days he had 
a ſmart H'ig, with a ſmart Price in the Box. The truth 
is, he had been bred up with the Groom, and tranſplanted 
the Stable · diale d into the Drefling-room. 

Was he a Gentleman, ſaid Neander? A Gentleman, an- 
ſwer'd Euſebins; yes, of a Family more ancient than the 
Norman or Saxon Conqueſt: He was of the La Fools of the 
Nox:h, allied to the eldeſt Branch of the La Foolsof Eſſex. 
No let us ſuppoſe his Equipage compleat, and his 
Grand concern over; his next Buſineſs is to contute Jobs 
Aphoriſm, Mau is born ts Labour. No, he is a thing fit 
made meerly for Sport and Pleaſure; he fanſies God has di 
aſſign'd him no other Imployment than to live at Ran- 
dom, without Law, without Reſtraint, And altho* God the 
has given every part of the Creation a convenient Poſt, are 
he ſeems a Mute placed in view meerly for Light and Pac 

Parade. You muſt not therefore wonder I attempt not "if! 
to define his Calling, ſeeing he will not pretend to any. 
One weighty Affair calls upon him every Morning, 0 t 
viz. Bom he ſhall Saunter away the Day. This is a moet te 

, one, and requires plodding and application, and indeed ant 
e dwells upon the ſubject till a conſiderable part of the x" a 


Day is palt, before he can take a final reſolution how ta 
with leſs Pains he might have employ'd | * Fi 
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paſs it. Nay, 

the whole Day well, than in the very deliberation of a ra) 

ſpending it ill. ; 5 140 2250 dun 
For pray imagine not the practice of any Chriſtian Ver- Ia " 


tue falls under debate, where he ſhall hear Prayers, or . 
wherea Sermon. Alas! Thoſe duties lie below the Sphere Ply | 
of a Gentleman who pretends to the Garb and Freedom with 
of the Town; he might have diſcharg'd them in his 
Country Pariſh, without the expence of a flaunting Equi 
page, or'the fatigue of a tedious Journey. And you 
map take this for a Principle, that Devotion never coached 
1 . 5 a joung 


The Gentleman Inſtrucled. 477 
ayoung Man to Town, nor give him a Surfeit of the 
Country. Liberty, Pleaſure, and dowuright Debauche- 
ry allure him thither; theſe command him, as God did 
Abraham, to forſake Houſe and Relations to turn Tenant, 
though he was Lord and Proprietor in the Country, 

The Morning is divided between the Pillow and the 
Toylet, and this is the molt Important as well as the 
moſt Innocent Employment of the Day. The Folly is 
much greater than the Sin : For what can be more fooliſh 
than for a Man to eſpouſe the Weakneſs of a Woman? 
To take pains to be laught at? To drain his Pocket to 
make himſelf cheap and ridiculous? However, you may 
with more eaſe harangue a Peacock out of his Brains, 


„chan a Town-Spark out of his 3 He will appear in 
1 a w_ convince the World that Finety and Folly are 
| near allied. | | 

And now his Friends crowd in to give him the Jo 
: WM jour, theſe are a kind of partie hein, that marode upo 
„new comers, with Commiſſion from indigence and neceſ- 
8 fity. They have rioted away their Conſcience, met and 
3 || diced away their Eſtates, and now graze upon the Com- 
1. | mon. Their honeſty runs lower than their Pockets, and 


d their confidence over-ſhoots Impudence. Their Crimes 
k. If are as publick as their Debts, and their Religion keeps 
nd pace with their Mora!s; they ſcorn to fling even a Var- 
niſh over the fouleſt Diſorders, and will not go to the 
expence of civil Hypocriſie. In fine, they are a Blemiſh - 
8, 0 their Family, a Nuſance to the Town, and a Scandal 
to Converſation. 3 | 
ed | _ Theſe Sparks, like the Steward in the Goſpel, cannot 
* Di, and will not Beg, and altho* Adam was condemned 
% co live by the Sweat of his Brows, they reſolve to make 
24 | © Figure by that of their Conſcience. At the firſt fight of 
or a raw Gentleman, they fly at him like a Vulture at the 
Hearn! and for the ſame end alſo, to pray firſt upon his 
ertue, then upon his Money; how many Nets do they 
or £1!) to enſnare the Squire, and knave themſelves? They 
ply him with Vilits, ſtudy his Temper, and ſtrike in 


e. with his Inclination. They Swear his Wit his without 
bis Parallel; his Behaviour above Imitation; that @ je ne 
ve % Juen runs through every Motion, which charms and 
ou aſtonifhes.' In fine, that he is the very top of his Species. 


ned The poor Gentleman, unpraRifed in the — the 
ng own, 
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Town, takes theſe Compliments for content; he ſuppoſes 


himſelf in Torkfoire, where the Tongue and the Heart 
S where Thought and Words look the ſame 

ay. Now this City-incenſe ſends out a moſt grateful 

Flavour, but it is too ſtrong for a Country Brain. It 
turns his Head, and ſmoaks him out of Sente and Reaſon; 
he fancies himſelf a Cubit higher; he walks in the Clouds, 
and values himſelf not by the Pound, but (like Diamonds) 
by the Caracł. - BÞ% Fas 

Ina Word, he flings himſelfinto their Arms, and gives 
himſelf up to their Derection. And then you may be 
ſure he meets With the Fate of the Sheep in the Fable, 
who diſmiſs the Dogs to graze under the Protection of 
the Wolves; for a Libeaine is a Devil once removed, 
or at leaſt his Deputy; nay, he is ten times more miſ- 
chievous by Proxy, than in Perſon. People of themſelves 
are prone N to Lazineſs, Lewdueſs, and Extrava- 
2 but theſe add Byaſs to Nature; they provoke 

aſſion by Precept, and whet Appetite by the Charms of 
Glory and Reputation; they ſchool him out of all the 
Revelations in the Goſpel, and debauch him in Prineiple 
and Practice; for Scepticis have faivt Notions of God, 
and conſequently none of Conſcience; they have no 
reliſh of Vertue, and lie under no moral Reſtraints from 
hope or fear: So that they have nothing to do, but to 
- indulge their Inclinations, to gratifie Senſe, to fill their 
Pockets with one Hand, and to empty them with the 
other. Now to take in a Gentleman's Money, you mult 
firſt beat down all Principles of Morality, you muſt 
draw a Scheme of Gentility by the Rules of Epicure; 
and if you can perſwade him he is only. free of the 
Town, when he has diſcharged Conſcience, and ſent back 
Religion into the Country, you may rok him out of his 
Eſtate with the ſame Facility you have raked him into 
Debauchery. MET * 

For this reaſon they take care to inform him of all 
the Embelliſhments of a Town- Gentleman, without any 
mention of the Duties of g Chriſtian. They tell him, that 
Wit is the beſt quarter in a Gentleman's Eſcutcheon, and 
that he mult bid fair for a Place among the Hertuoſo 3, but 
that Profaneneſs is the ſhorteſt cut to this Preferment, 
and the belt Standard of Senſe and Breeding, (ia eft) 

his Wit muſt be as wretched as his Manners... = 
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he is pinch'd for a Reaſon, he muſt bolt gut a Jeſt ; ht 
fits well enough on a Pedant, bis on a Gentleman, provi- 
ded it be tipt with Impudence, and pointed with Boldneſs; 
that he muſt beware of that vulgar Error Religion, be- 
cauſe it cramps Freedom, palls the Spirits, and coops up 
Liberty in ſtrait Compaſs; that he muſt be ſure to be 
out of the reach of Scruples, and above the Follies of Re- 
morſe. Now ſuch Principles, driven on by Example, 
eaſily lead him into Exceſſes; and theſe help.on the belief 
of the Doctrine; ſo that by a kind of mutual Priority, 
the one ſerves for a Vehicle to the other. 1 | 

Indeed, at the beginning, Debauchery lies hard upon 
his Stomach; he pukes, and is crop-ſick; but Practice 
and Wine carry off the Diſtemper, and then the Soul 
becomes caſe-hardened; ' he is ſo far from bluſhing at 
his diſorders, that he thinks Ambition a Reputation for 
Debauchery; he charges himſelf with falſe Impieties, 
„ he is only guilty of by his 
boa in .. l * ; $4 

A being fleſht in Sin, he bounds from one diſ- 
order to another, and turns not only a Day, but the 
whole Year. into a mad ſort of Bacchaualia. Other 
Trades have ſome Weeks of a Vacation, but his go on 
the very Sundays; and generally his Profaneneſs riſes with 
the Holineſs of the Day. His firſt jaunt is to a Treating- 
houſe; here he treſpaſſes upon all the Rules of-Tempe- 
rance and Sobriety; he over-charges his Stomach with 
Ragouſts, and his Head with Wine; Appetite runs away 
with Reaſon, Senſuality with Shame, and he fancies he 
only drinks like a Man, when he ſinks into the Beaſt. 
Men ſhould eat and drink to live, but he inverts the Pri- 
mitive Inſtitution, and ſeems only to live for the Satisfa-: 
ion of his Palate; He would never die, yet plunges in- 
to Exceſſes, as if Life were a burthen; for he is never well 
till he falls ſick of a Surfeit, and almoſt out of his Wits, 
till he has drowned them in Clatret. ei 

From the Table he removes to Play, and leaves the- 
Glaſs to-handle the Dice; when a Gentleman has drunk: 
away his Reaſon, he generally flings his Money after it, 
for he cannot juſtifie himſelf to the Faſhion, nor keep up 
to the Character, unleſs his Purſe be as light as his Head; 
and he is haunted by a Brigade of Sharpers who ply at 


his Pocket, and give no more quarter to his Guinea's, 


234 than 
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480 The Gentleman Infliudied. 
than to their owp Conſcience. They. cruiſe upon Gen- 
tlemen like Parties in Nauders upon Paſſengers. Poverty 
and Luxury ſeal their Commiſſion; and what they ſeize 
by one Crime, they throw away by another. One would 
take them for Cre//as's by their Expences, and for Cut - 
purſes by their filening. © © Eo 
At firſt they ſuffer him to wit to invite him to loſe, 
and by good luck decoy him into bad; but then the 
Wind chops into another cbrner; Fortune ſubmits to Cog- 
ging, and the Deceit over-reaches Play. A thouſand 
Curſes fly after Good-luck, but are unable to recal it, 
ſo that at once he is bankrupted of Patience, Money, and 
Grace; however, he will not fit down with his Loſs, he 
ſuppoſes Fortune continues nevet long in the ſame hu- 
mour; that if ſhe frowns to Day, ſhe mult ſmile to 
Morrow: Away then he goes to « ſecond Rendezvous, 
but ala, the defire of retrieving his Loſſes, only ſerves 
to enhance them: He ſeldom diſcovers the Deceit, till 
nothing is left to be cheated of; nor even ſuſpeQs over- 


1 
fi 


reaching, till caution comes too late. Fa 7 
By this time he has diced himſelf Sober, and the fumes 
of Chagrin have maſtered thoſe of Wine. Nothing but 
a Comedy can diſpel the glooms that-riſe from an empty 
Pocket. Away then they drive to the Theatre; and here 
Vice attacks him by the Eyes and the Ears too; he ſees 
almoſt the very ſecret — of the Stews, and hears 
all the blaſphemies of the damned; here Lewdnefs is 
ſpoken, not in double entendret, but plain Eagliſb; there 
are Paraphraſe and Comment upon the Text, and Folly 
is ſhown without Caution or Reſerve. - ITE Vs 
Comedy they ſay was deſign'd by Pagan Aibeus to 
inſtru& Youth, and to teach the Baſeneſs of Vice by its 
Paniſhment : But in Chriſtian London, it tends direct i) 
to debauch People all manner of ways: For this reaſon 
bod Men are laſht, and ill rewarded; Vertve appears 
in Sackcloth, and Vice in Embroidery; Rakes go off 
with Succeſs, and ſober Men with Diſappointment; 
the Devil and the Poet chop upon the ſame Favourite, 
and his Fortune always riſes with his Lewdneſs. Nay; 
thoſe' of the beſt Quality in the Play, ate always the 
worſt Chriſtians; they glitter in Equipage, and ate 
dignified with Eſcutcheon, and oſten with Patent to ena- 
ble Vice: To perſwade People that the blemiſhes of Hu- 


mane Nature make up its Perfection, and that Gentle- 
men and Reprobates are made of the ſame Metal. Now 


vil? Who will pretend to Regularity, when- they muſt 
bluſh for their Reſolution ? And cannot avoid Reproach 
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Gentleman is pinch'd with this dangerous Dilemma, I 
muſt either forfeit my Character or my Innocence ; it's odds 
he will rather drop this than put that to a venture, for 
it goes hard when one mult tarn Lewd as it were in his 
own Defence; and can expect no Quarter, unleſs he 
kangs out the Colours of Libertiniſm and Irreligion, 
and boaſts of thoſe Crimes he is only guilty of in Ap» 
ce. | | 

Now though ſuch hideous Flights of Profaneneſs, ſuch 
Heights of Obſcenity, and Strains of Religion ſhov!d be 
all Penance and Mortification to Chriltians, yet they are 


" (Oe 6 yy @. R-ww. r_:xaG- 


both Sexes, and the Standard of their Approbation is of- 
ten the Undecency of the Poem : Nothing is ſuppoſed 
es ſoft, unleſs it be rotten ; and all thoſe Pieces are dam- 
ut ned by the - Spectators, that damn not the Audience. 
ty When the molt flaming Impieties ate thus received with 
re | Tranſport on the Stage, are they not ſtamp'd as it were 
es with publick Authority? And when the worſt Actions 


rs are moſt eſteemed, who will boggle at the Practice that 


is brings both Credit and Pleaſure ? It's certain the Charms 
re of the Theatre, are no leſs transforming than thoſe of 
ly I Gerces, it enchants Men out of their Species, they leave 
[their Reaſon behind them, and carry Brutality to their 
to Lodgings; it deſtroys all Principles of Religion and 
its Morality; it countenances Atheiſm, and places the Glo- 
tly ry of Gentlemen, in the Infamy of Human Nature; it 
on ſullies the Imagination, boils up the Humours, and fires 
ars the Paſſions ; and when it has thus ſtarted the Game, 
off IFleſh and Blood pampered by high-feeding, and ſupplied 
nt; with Money, will follow the Chace; and you may take 
ite, Nit for granted, that London is better (I mean worſe) 
ay; ſtock'd with Thais's than Lucretia s. Youth and Coin 
the make proſtitute Women, as well as debauch'd Men, 
ate and the Play-Houſe ſerves not only for a School to Pro- 
na- Fititution, but for a Nurſery alſo to the Stews ; nay, and 
Ju- ſometimes to Berblem. Few + 1:5 
| Ii Now 
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who can be good under ſuch ſtrong Provocations to E- 


not only permitted, but applauded by the Nobility of 


* 


— 


unleſs they deſerve it. Believe me, Neander, when a 
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Now when a young Gentleman is drench'd in Brutality ; 
when criminal Amours take the aſcendant, he is undone 
to all Intent and Purpoſe; for when Love flies high, Rea- 
ſon runs low; and whoſoever has made over his Heart 
to a Miſs, ſeldom keeps his Wits ; he lies open to all the 
Aſſaults of Artifice-and Avarice, and his Soul becomes 
as Beſtial as his Pleaſures, he can think of nothing that 
is generous or manly. So that in Concluſion, he has no 
more of the Man, than of the Chriſtian. 

To comprehend all in a little; a Town-Spark is a 
kind of Corinthian Braſs; this is a Mixture of all Metals, 
and he a Compound of all Diſorders; he is a little Anti- 
chriſt. Homo peccati, a Man of Sin; and this, like the 
Devil in the Goſpel, is call'd Legion; he Plies between 
the Tavern and the Play-Houſe, and then turns off to the 
Groom: Porters, or the Stews ; in one place he drops his 
Wits, in the other his Money, and every where his Inno- 
cence. So that the Devil lodges moſtly in his Pocket, 
and always in his Soul. He has the Shape of a Man, 
and all the Inclinations of Beaſts ; his Study is to fluſh 
the moſt agreeable Objects of Senſe, and his whole Sa- 
tisfaction to enjoy *em; he ſtands not upon the Niceties of 
Decency, nor tormalizes upon the Notions of Good and 
Evil. Pleaſure is the Rule, as well as the End of his 
Actions; and although he be unable to fatisfy one Paſſion, 
he endeavours to glut them all. When he can deviſe no 
new Crime, he entertains his Thoughts on the Ideas of 
paſt Diverſions, and ſo debauches his very Memory, as 
well as his Will, and commits imaginary Sins, which, 
unrepented, will be revenged with real Torments. 

I confeſs (ſaid Neander) if the Original holds up to 
this Copy, a Town-Spark has more of the Monſter than 
of the Man; and 1 would no more come within the 
Air of the City, than of a Peſt-Houfe. - But certainly 
you over-flouriſh upon an ill Subject, and paint 'em in 
more difadvantageous Colours than Nature made em, 
fuch Creatures are found in Fancy only, not in Life; 
and I believe Satyr has drawn ſome black Stroaks upon 
Practice. Without doubt young Gentlemen are not 3l 
Saints ; nor are they all Fiends ; ſome may live better, 
and others worſe. 5 1 

Indeed, Neander, N Euſebius) I have drawn the 


young Men of the Town in worſe Colours than Na- 
ls cha n 
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ture made *em, but not ſo bad as they have made them- 
ſelves. Gaſt a tranfient Glance on thoſe of your Acquain- 


tance, and you will confeſs our Age ſwarms with Borbo- 


rites, as well as the preceding, who rowl in Mire (like 
Swine) of the moſt hideous Senfualities ; having ſhaken 
off the Yoke of Obedience to Parents, they break through 
the Commandments of God. Scorn all Guides, but Te- 
merity ; all Law, but the Liberty to follow every Im- 
pulſe of Paſſion ; all Labour, but that of the Devil, to 
plunge themſelves into eternal Flames, and others with 
'em, that they may find Companions in Puniſhment, as 
well as in Pleaſure. _ " 

But pray, what is this to the Town, (anſwer'd Nean- 
der?) In ſpight of Provocation to Evil, Men may live 
with Regularity in the very Liberties of the City ; if 
therefore they deviate from their Duty, leave the Fault at 
their own Door, and charge not the Town with their Ex- 
travagances. I grant, Temptations are frequent, aud 
often violent ; but then theſe poliſh Vertne, as Fire pu- 
rifies Gold. Vertue, till it be brought to the Touch-ſtone, 
has often more Luſtre than Solidity, and all its Value 
hangs on the Surface, But when it ſtands its Ground in 
ipight of Provocation, and bears up againſt the Torrent 


of Fleſh and Blood, it then appears like the Sun in its 


Meridian, in Pomp and Glory. | 
Without doubt (ſaid Exſebins) London Air has no In- 

fluence on Man's Free- will; it lays under no Reſtraint, no 
fatal Neceflity. Man is Maſter of his Choice, in one 
Place as well as in another; but what avails a Power to 
live well, with a Will to live ill? A Man muſt lie under 
the irrevocable Sentence of Damnation to fin merely for 
Sin's ſake. Such a ſtrain of Malice is above the reach of 
the moſt daring Debauchee: lInteteſt, Ambition, and 
criminal Pleaſures, are the great Incentives to Vice, theſe 
rouze Appetite, enliven the Paſſions, and then ſubdue 
the Will. Now where does theſe Temptations take up 
their Lodgings, but in the Town? Here they ate ſet off 
with all the Charms of State and Grandure; and then, be- 
lides, they perſecute Youth, not with Frowns, but Smiles, 
and kill with Kindneſs. | 5 

But you tell me, Temptation poliſhes Vertue, and di- 
ſtinguiſhes Sterling from Artifice and Appearance. Great 


Ind Good! why don't you take a turn in a Peſt-houſe, to 
\ : Ii 2 try 
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try the Strength of your Conſtitution, or in-an Hoſpital 


to Air your Lungs? By all means ; young Men ſhould 


ſtep into a Brothel to refine their Chaſtity, and into a 
Tavern to practice Temperance and Sobriety. Dear Sir, 
the Way to ſecure Vertue, is not to expoſe it; come not 
within Sight of Temptation: It's a ſhort Paſſage from 


being provoked to Evil, and doing it: Fear is a better 


Guardian of Piety than Confidence, and more Men have 
forfeited it by Temerity than Caution. 17 
But certainly, (ſaid Neander) London is not compoſed 


of Taverns, Brothels, and Theatres. Gentlemen may vi- 


ſit more regular Places, and fling away their Time on 
Diverſions leſs dangerous and more innocent. 

Yes, (reply'd Euſebius) they may viſit a hundred and 
thirty Churches, and I aſſure you this Jaunt would take 
much Time off their Hands; but alas ! their Buſineſs lies 
not within Sight of a Chapel ; they may alſo cry about 
the Streets Save-alls and Charcoal, or tug at an Oar be- 
tween Temple Bar and M bite-Hall. Or, in fine, they may 
ſteer by the Compaſs of Sir & D —— who drove 
every Day in a ſtately Equipage to all the Toy-ſhops be- 
tween Piccadilly and the Royal-Exchange ; he viewed 
every Thing, but bought nothing. The Gentleman would 
not do worſe, but could not frame any Paſtime better; 
without doubt he play'd the Fool, but not the Rake; 
he toy'd away his Time, yet kept his Money with his 
Innocence; his Soul was little, though his Birth was 

reat, and his Inclinations childiſh at Threeſcore. 

owever, it's better to trifle, than to debauch away 
Time, and to be a Corcomb, than -a Reprobate. But 
ſuch a Humoriſt is a Phœnix, the Birth and Wonder of 
an Age; a Pair ſeldom meets in a Kingdom, and never 
in one City. 7 — 

You take Things by the wrong Handle, (ſaid Neander) 
and repreſent them at a Diſadvantage : If the Sun, unin- 
fluenced by inferior Bodies, has ſoine Spots, what won- 
der a Town-Life be waited on by ſome inconveniences! 
I grant many Diverſions are not innocent, yet all ate 
not criminal. For Example ; what Harm in taking the 
freſh Air in Hyde-Park? And then in driving to a Con- 
ſort, of Mulick ? Theſe Entertainments are genteel, the) 
unbend the Mind, refreſh the Body, gratify the Senſes, 
and have no Deſign upon Vertu. 11 
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I believe, (anſwer'd Exſebins) the Air of Hyde-Park is 
more wholeſome than that of CHeapſide; and that a 
mouthful now and then may be as good for the Stomach 
as a Vomit ; but then I am perſwaded a Doſe of Coun- 
try-Air would clear the Lungs, and carry off the Smoak 
from the Thorax, with leſs Expence and Danger. But do 
ou think, Neander, the Beaux and Belles have no other 
uſineſs there, than to take in a Cargo of freſh Air? alas! 
this is only the pretence, their Deſign is worſe complexi- 
oned ; theſe appear in the Height of Pomp and Equipage ; 
and care is taken to ſet off their Charms with all the Ad- 
vantage of Fan and Artifice ; they ſmother the Defeats of 
Nature under a varniſh of Silk, and plain the Furrows 
(Time has ſunk in their Faces) with Pomatums ; the 
Ring is a kind of Noah's Ark; they are, Seven anclean 
Creatures, for two clean. Ladies of Honour ride Pall. mall, 
with thoſe-of Pleaſure ; and you will ſcarce diſtinguiſh 
them but by their Equipage ; for you muſt know, a Miſs 
out-glitters my Lady; ſhe runs away with the Wives 
Jewels, as well as with the Husband's Heart, and com- 
mands his Parſe with no leſs Empire than his Perſon. 
Now pray, Neander, tell me, is here no Danger for a 
young Man, who is haunted by Paſſion, and leaves think- 
ing at Home? May not Love fly from one Coach into 
another? And may not an Intrigue begun in Publick be 
improved in Private to Proſtitution? In a Conflux of 
both Sexes, many meet upon ill Deſigns; and when ſome 
are diſpoſed to ſell Pleaſure, and others to purchaſe it, 
they ſeldom diſagree upon the Price ; in a word, I do 
not ſay a Turn in the Park is criminal, yet oftentimes 
it's unſafſGmmſe. 
— Though I rank not the Love of Muſick among the 
Signs of Predeſtination, yet I am no Enemy to the Sci- 
ence. I am not even for baniſhing it the Churches. Me- 
thinks an Organ well touch'd gives a Majeſty to the Du- 
ties of Religion, and rouzes up the molt drowzy Spirit 
to Devotion. I am not for turning Inſtrumental Mutick 
out of civil Converſation ; nor do | think with Plato, 
that the Violin or Harp have ſuch an Influence on the 
Government, that one String more would untune the 
Common- wealth. I believe the Epbori of Lacedæmon had 
little Buſineſs on their Hands, when they ſtinted the Lute- 
ſtrings, and that the 8 rather to be laugh'd 
; 13 b at 
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at for ſeizing the Fiddle, than Timotbeus to be blamed for 


exceeding the publick Allowance, 2 | 

However, it's certain airy. Muſick raiſes ſportive Hu- 
mours, and tunes the Spirits to Diverſion ;. it awakens Paſ- 
fion, warms the Blood, animates Fancy, and opens it to 
Pleaſure. Indeed it's not direQly vicious; yet how far 
it may contribute to Vice, thoſe who haunt thoſe places 
are the molt competent Judges ; but the Vocal Muſick is 
lewd to Scandal, and irreligious to Exceſs ; here you 
have Lewdneſs in Folio, crowded in a Coupler, and an 
Iliad ot Miſchief in a Nat, bell. 5 

The Subyed is always profane or amorous ; and both 
to the Height of the Poet's fancy: It's better'd in Rhime 
and Metre to help tne Memory of the Audience; it's 
garniſh'd with Wit to make a deep Impreſſion on the In- 
telle&t ; ſo that here is Arſenick thrown into Ratsbane, 
Poiſon upon Poiſon; and belides an airy Tune and a 
fine Voice ſerve for a Vehicle ; they gild the Doſe, take 
off the Unpalatableneſs of the Potion, and infuſe Plea- 
ſare and Tranfort ; when Lewdneſs is work'd up with 
Verſe and Mufick, the Miſchief riſes ; theſe drive it 
ſtronger upon Fancy and PraQice. oY 
But if it be performed by a Woman, it's then Poiſon 


thrice boiled, mortal and ſudden : It attacks not Vertue 


by Siege and Approaches, but, like Gun-powder, blows it 
up in a Moment; it's downright Provocation ; for tho” 
ſhe ſeems to vent the Poet's Thoughts, ſhe warbles out her 
own, and covers her Amouts under the fabulous Names 
of Cloris and Silvia. A Woman that courts in Muſick, 
ſollicits in good earneſt, and is either ſame Spark's Con- 
queſt already, or intends to make one. It's odds, that ſhe 
who ſings ill Things, will do worſe; now when the In- 
clination 1s engaged by a fine Voice, and melting Notes ; 
when the Words recommend the Buſineſs of Lewdneſs, 
and the Sex pleads for it, whether Paſſion be not like to 
get the bettet of Duty, 1 leave (Neander) to your Con- 
ſideration. ; 

But certainly, Sir, (rely'd Neander) Vice is not in ſo 
fouriſking, nor Vertue in ſo ſinking a Condition as you 
would perſuade me; who would not think by your Diſ- 
courſe, that Licentiouſneſs and Impiety had called in the 
City Charter, and by a Quo li arranto, diveſted the __ 


The Gentleman Inſtrufted. 487 


and Aldermen of the Government, to invade it them- 


ſelves? You draw a Picture of London in as black Co- 


jours, as the Scripture paints Sodom and Gomorrha, and 
repreſent the Inhabitants Sinners before the Lord, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt ; but for all that a Gentleman may 
find ſober and civil Company; and | am acquainted with 
Perſons of Character, who make a Conſcience of doing 
a bad Thing. 

I met once (ſaid Euſebius) a poor Fellow poring on a 
Book; well Tom, (ſaid 11) what Book haſt thou there? 


the Bible, Maſter, (reply'd Tom.) The Bible, ſaid 1! it's 


a good Book. There is (no doubt) ſober and civil Com- 
pany in Town, here and there, if a Body could but find it; 


but bad ſo prodigiouſly over-tops it both in Number and 


Quality, that there is no coming at it; like Gold in the 
Mine, it mult be found by Sweat and Labour; and then 
too, you muſt remove a Tun of Duſt for one Ounce of 


Oar 


find a Conſcience; but then you mult be at the Charge 
of a Hxe and Cry, or ſend the Conſtable with a Warrant 
upon the Expedition; for Conſcience of late, like Deb- 


tors, ſculks in the dark, or walks the Streets incognito ; 


and then when you have arreſted it in Her Majeſty's 
Name, a Man knows not what to make of it; it ſtands 
at Trifles, and breaks through Enormities ; ſtrains at a 
Flea, and ſwallows a Camel. T—— H—— took check 
at a Companion for ſinging a harmleſs Air upon the 
Lord's-day : He, He! I will not ſuffer (ſaid he) the Sab- 
bath to be thus prophaned in my Preſence. Yet the next 
—_ this 1 onſcience invited the Sabbath · break er 
to a Brothel. hi 


s Gentleman had a Conſcience (no 


doubt) but ſomething in Diſorder: One would have ta- 
ken him for an African Negro, who places Beauty in 
Blackneſs, and Deformity in a clear Complexion. A 
gay Humour, in his Opinion, was a capital Crime, and 
Fornication an innocent Diverſion. The Town and 
Liberties ſwarm with this Breed of Conſciences; they 
are bought at eaſy Rates; nay, are become both a Drug 
and a Nuiſance to Commerce and Society. "I 
I have, indeed, drawn London in black Colours; but 
methinks the Copy nicks the Original; and if it reſem- 


bles Sodom, who can help it; the Fault lies in the Like- 
5 1i 4 1 
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I believe alſo with Tom, that here and there a Body may 
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neſs of their Faces, not in the Painter. Indeed, I fear, 
a Portapolis and a London Beau ate of the ſame Alloy; 
true to Fleſh and Blood, but falſe to Sobtriety and Good- 
neſs. And then for the Belles, they are caſt in the fame 
Mould. Vanity, Balls, and Dreſſing, run away with the 
Paleſtine Ladies Thoughts, and do not they monopolize 
our London Ladies Time? In fine, the foreign Vices of 
both Sexes thrive in our Climate; and if Hria has ſer 
us 2 Pattern, London out-does the Original. You will 
tell me London is a reformed City, how then dare | com- 
are the Exceſſes of a Chriſtian People, with the hideous 
Diſotders of Pagans? Is not this to ſet Idolatry above the 
Worſh'p of the true God, and the Slaves of Belzebub 
above the Children ot Feſws Chriſt * By no means; our 
Belief is excellent, but our Manners ſtark nought ; and 
this is the Riddle, that Men ſhould profeſs Chriſt, and 
difown his Maxims; reverence his Perſon, and deſpiſe fi 
his Commands: This is in ſome meaſure a forty-two B. 
Diſtinction, when Men honoured and fought for the G 
King againſt the Tyranny of Charles Steward, and broke 
the fundamental Laws of the Nation to maintain them. an 
Oer Nation is a Babel of Religions, and the City a al! 
Pantheon: We have trick'd up Chriſtianity in all Dreſ- tu: 
tes, and modelled it to the Fancy of French and Emgliſh is 
Fanaticiſm. One would think we were upon the Diſco- an. 
very of new Paſſages into Heaven, as well as into the D 
South and Tartareau Seas, or that each Man reſolved to | 
leave the High- road, to ſteal in at a Bye- lane. | the 
Nov when forty Religions ſnug under the Protection W 
of the Law, few are really believed for where Reve- | Te 
lation is queſtioned, Practice will of Courſe be brought © Wi 
to the Bar, and then it's odds, thoſe Principles that fa- tim 
vour Nature, will get the Advantage over thoſe that re- © Sch 
ſtrain ir. Tho? therefore London be a reform'd City, a Lic 
Latitude of Faith draws after it a greater of Principles; Stip 
and when theſe are rotten, how ſhall our Behaviour be for 
ſound ? N n 2201111 ite 
Well, (ſaid Neander) but ſuppoſe our Privy-Council 
thinks fit to baniſh, by Proclamation, young Gentlemen 
twenty Miles from the Town, will they remove out of 
the Reach of Vice, and ſtand clear of thoſe Diſorders that 
wait on a City Life? I fancy Vice is a Weed that over- 
runs Villages as well as Towns; and a Man 1 re- 
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ſolves to regale Appetite, may feaſt it in Norbumberland; 


pay, and at a cheaper Rate too. Now a low-ſeafon'd - 
Pleaſure that coſts but a Crown, reliſhes better, and rai- 


ſes a more agreeable Senſation on the Organ, than a high- 
ſpiced Satisfaction that coſt twenty; and then tor God's 
fake, what Buſineſs have unſettled Gentlemen on their 
Hands in their Father's Houſes ? Do they not ſaunter 


away their Lives in Kennels and Stables; and run them- 


ſelves down in the Chace of Hares and Foxes ? So that 
living among Peaſants and Beaſts; they put on the Beha- 
viour of thoſe, and all the Brutality of theſe ; and thus 
become half Man, half Beaſt : For, in a Word, a Coun- 
try- Gentleman is a Compound of much Pride, and little 
Merit, a Sultan in a ſmall Pariſh, a Tyrant in Baſto, and 
a Clown at length; he eats much, but drinks more, 
March Beer is his Nector, and powder'd Beef his Ambro- 
fiam , and when he has lain ſome Neighbours on their 
-—_ at the Barrel's-head, he ſhines in the Top of his 
lory. ee 
You miſtake me; Neander, (replied Zuſebius) Lazineſs 
and Plenty live in Hamblets, as well as Cities, and Vice 
always makes a part of their Retinue ; there is no Sanc- 
tuary on this Side the Moon againſt Diſarders; no Sin 
is a Prerogative only granted to Heaven; and tho? Grace 
— Caution may preſerve us from Guilt, they don't from 
anger. | | | 
But however this Plague rages more in Town than in 
the Country, and carries off more there in one Pariſh in'a 
Week, than here in a whole Country in a T welve-month. 
Temptations ſollicit, but bad Company ' ſpurs on to 
Wickednelſs. If in the Country Debauchery be ſome- 
times praiſed, in Towns it's openly profeſs'd ; here are 
Schools and Academies of this Black Art, tho“ not by 
Licence, yet at leaſt by Connivance. Procureſſes receive 
Stipends, and Gentlemen give Procreation Money as well 
for their Pleaſures, as their Play: In ſhort, Wickedneſs 
is brought to Method, Principle, and Demonſtration; and 


I fancy we ſhall take up again our Anceſtors Trunk- 


breeches, before we lay down this dereſtable Science. Let 
us ſuppoſe a Country-Gentleman is ſomething too ſevere 
upon harmleſs Animals ; is it not more pardonable to 
run down a Hare, than an Eſtate ? To worry a Fox, than 
Conſcience ? Take Things by the worſt handle, and you 
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may * rides, hunts, ſhoots, and ſaunters away his 


Life: But a Town-Spark- whores, blaſphemes, drinks, | 
dices away Health, Eſtate, and Soul into the Bargain. The I 
Diverſion of thoſe are mean, of theſe vicious and criminal. n 
Thoſe might live better, and theſe cannot worſe. This h 
being ſo, the Diſorders of the former come not within No 
view of thoſe of the latter; thoſe ſpend their time like p 
Keepers, theſe like Fiends. Thoſe fall below the level F 
of Gentlemen, and theſe of Chriſtians. bf 

What Remedy, (ſays Neander?) More Caution and or 


lefs III- nature in Parents, (anſwer'd Euſebius.) Had they n- 
more Care of their Children, theſe might have more Senſe 
of their Duty. There would be leſs Idleneſs in the th. 
World, and conſequently leſs Vice. Let them apply be- pr. 
times their younger Sons to {ome honeſt Calling, that Se 
they may beat out of Induſtry and Labour a handſome IF Ge 
Livelihood. This will employ their Thoughts, and their the 
Time, and keep Temptation at a Diſtance. A Man that Il the 
has honeſt Buſineſs on his Hands, ſeldom harbours diſho- are 


neſt Defigns in his Heart: Beſides, it ſecures his riper | bet 


Years. Nobility alone (as the World goes) is a ſlender ¶ tho 
Inheritance. Good Blood muſt have good Coin to ap- for 


. pear ſignificant, and make a figure. A Gentleman that Nh 


lives by his Wits muſt turn off Conſcience, and will he 
take leave ot Religion. An Annuity of fitty Pounds per Ap. 
Annum ſinks quickly to the Lees. An unlucky throw of I fan 
the Dice ſets it a-tilt. And then a Miſer's itipend caſts Yin l 
him at leaſt two Years behind-hand. Poverty hangs Ma. 
heavy on all Men; it diſpirits Courage, tempts Vertue, {mal 
and dares a Man to be wicked; it caſts him into De- Wſign 
ſpair. Now a Gentleman cannot poſſibly fall into a Life 
worſe Diſeaſe. For it deads all Thoughts of Birth, Ho- 
nour, and Vertne, and forces him either to turn Pad on 
the Road, or Sharper-in Town; and then he ends his 
Days by the Sword, or the Haltern. 
Parents muſt ſettle the Heir betimes: And it's more 
adviſeable to do it a Year too ſoon, than a Month too 
late. The Care of a Family will take up a great Part of 
his Time, and of his Thoughts. And when they are 
tied to Buſinets, they will ſcarce be at Leiſure to purſue 


cerns lodge in the fame Apartment, and when theſe lie 
at Home, that ſeldom ſtirs Abroad. - © 1 7 
4 f | : PS” 
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T. J. was a young Gentleman of great ExpeQation. 
His Eſtate equall'd his Birth, and his Endowments both. 
Nature had join'd a graceful Preſence to an extraordi- 
nary Wit. So that it was hard to determine, whether 
he ſtood more obliged to Providence for the Symmetry 
of his Body, or the Ornaments of his Soul. He was 
paſt one and twenty, and I uſed all my Intereſt with his 


OO -o Oo - Ow 


Father to ſettle him. I told him, in all Probability, his 
Son would prove like the Prophet's Figs, either very good, 
ds very bad, that his Complexion promiſed nothing ordi- 
y I nary. For he had great Paſſions, tho” his Education chain'd 
ſe em: And if they got looſe, they would drive him upon 
e I the greateſt Extravagances. A Match of 10,0001, was 
>= WW propos'd ; and nothing remain'd to conclude it, but a 
at Settlement of 5oO l. per Aunum in preſent upon the young 
je Gentleman his Son. But the very word Settlement threw - 
ir the old Gentleman off the Hinges, and ſcar'd him into all 


at I the Poſtures of Impatience; ſuch Scenes of Extravagance 
> ate ſeldom ſeen in Bezb/em. Never Man in his Wits 
er better topt the Frenzies of a Madman. He was one of 
er thoſe who rave after Money, when they have leaſt uſe 
p- for it; and furniſh their Pockets with great /1aticams, 
at when they are almoſt at their Journey's end. I thought 
11 {he was within an Ace of playing the Deſperado, like 
er ¶ Apicius the Roman, who (tabbed himſelf with thirty thou 
of I ſand Pounds in Caſh, out of an AY of dying 
ſts in Poverty, and thus not to die a Beggar, expir'd-like a 
gs Madman. He was deaf to Advice, and Paſſion had quite 
e, Emaſter'd Reaſon. He till ſuppoſed the ſame. Pen that 
e- ſgu'd the Conveyance, would write his Execution; that 
a Life and Money would go together. 64; rz! 

The young Squire talked both of his Miſtreſs and his 
Money, took check, and over-acted the very Extrava- 
gances of his Father, He ſpurr'd to London, and left a 
thouſand Curſes behind him. Here he ſtruck up with 
Harpers, Scourers, and Alſatians. And to compleat his 

is fortune, made Acquaintance with the Players. He 
ounded from bad to worſe, till he finiſhed a Courſe of 
Debauchery, and undid himſelf to revenge his Father's 
The old Gentleman ſeem'd unconcern'd at his Son's 
isbehaviour, and comforted himſelf with good Wives 
roverbs, Anu untoward Child (ſaid he) will make a brave 

an ; 
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But alas, be root up only M. 
and Irreligion: Aue 1 te eure 


e IAG) »— 0% SP GAS. a> 1 > > 1) 2» REAPING «nenegrnt bs SO 
1 fe : 


"4&1 


t 
t 


Man; be will take up when be has ſow'd bis wild Oat: 
„B 9 Lewaneſ, 
Principles that ſtu- 
ify Conſcience, and give Liberty to Appetite. I had the M 
ortune to meet this unhappy Gentleman. Gloomineſ MW x 


methought fat on his Face, and Diſcontent appear'd in 


every Motion. I ſuppoſe Conſcience-made ſome Efforts 
to reſcue him, and that a kind Remonſtrance might lec- 


ture him into his Duty. But no; he was too far gone 


for a Cure. Vice had 'got the Aſcendant, and twiſted it 


ſelf with his Nature. He ſeem'd rather fond than aſna- 


med of his Exceſſes, and almoſt grown proud of his Mi: 
behaviour. The Cauſe of his Melancholly lay in his 4 
Pocket. He had Baſſetted away his Money, and his MW th 


good Humour; and as his Debts ſwell'd, his Credit W hi 


ſunk, and the Apprehenſions of Bailiffs and Catch-poles MW V 


_ daſh'd all his Sweets with Gall and Wormwood. th 


In fine, fleſh'd in Debauchery, he was paſt Recovery: H 
So that he run on in the broad Way, till a Stab ſtop'd Pr 
his Career; to begin a longer Courſe of Torments. Now © hi: 
had his Father been kinder, he might have lived a fine WM nc 
Gentleman, and died a pious Chriſtian. But the old be 
Man's Avarice diſcarded him of all the Sentiments of 21 C 
Parent. To fave a Penny, he expoſed his Son, and fo 6 
ruin'd him eternally, to gratify a Caprice. Ht 

Well, (faid Neazder) this Cruelty of the Father ſhould as 
ſtand upon Record as a perpetual Cadeat to Parents, and fai 
the unfortunate End of the Son ſhould ſcare young ve 
Gentlemen from a hair-brain'd Paſſion, debauch'd Com- anc 
pany, and a Town-Life. It's a Bleſſing to reap Inſtruc- © his 
tion from another's Misfortune ; but it's a ſevere Pu- {id 
niſhment to teach Poſterity by our own. You have con- An 
vinc'd me, dear Euſebius, of the Danger of a Town-Life; ext 
and I will not run into the Arms of Temptation. We by) 
are not ſecure when we fly the Occafion, much leſ tio 
whetr eeart md 

] applaud your Refolution, (reply'd Eaſebiut) Temp- to 
tations will certainly be too hard for good Counſel, and 
Incentives to Vice for Exhortation to Vertue. If you 
intend to fly Sin, retire from Danger. A pious Reſolu- 
tion is ſeldom Proof againſt a ſtrong Invitation to Evil. 
Neander ftay'd ſome Months with Euſebius; he had ſuch 
a Reſped for his Perſon, ſuch a Veneration for his pg 
r : that 
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that nothing was able to wean him from his Converſa- 
tion, but a peremptory Command of his Father to re- 
turn Home. 5 | 


. . 


DIALOGUE.1ll. 


How Euſebius behaved himſelf in the Management of 
his Eſtate. 


e had been train'd up in the Court and Camp; 

et he eſpous'd the Vices of neither : He remember'd 
the Covenant he had made in the Font of Baptiſm with 
his Saviour ; that there he renounced all Amity with the 
World, and promis'd to comply with all the Maxims of 
the Goſpel. He endeavour'd therefore to keep up to the 
Height of the Engagement, and poſtpon'd all. temporal 
Pretenſions to thoſe of Eternity. A Senſe of his Duty to 
his King and Country, fix'd him in both theſe Stations, 
not a View of Intereſt or Glory. And he has been often 
heard to ſay, That thoſe who are Slaves to Money, command 
Conſcience, and ſcorn to truckle to the vulgar Notions of 
Good and Evil. So that an intereſted Man throws off 
Honeſty, when he takes up the deſire of Wealth; and is 
as far from being a truſty Miniſter to his Prince, as a 
faithful Servant to his Maſter. In every Poſt he beha- 
ved himſelf with that Uprightneſs and Vigilance; nay, 
and Succeſs alſo ; ſo that all confeſs'd his Merits anſwer'd 


his Station; but he never courted any Recompence, be- 


ſides the Satisfaction of having diſcharg'd his Duty. His 
Ambition was to deſerve Preferment, not by Placets to 
extort it; nor was he ever heard to Murmur (when put 
by) that Favour over-top'd Merit, or that Recommenda- 
tions took Place of long Service. At the Revolution he 
withdrew from Buſineſs, and could never be perſuaded 
to ſtrike in with the new Government. 

Having retreated from the Noiſe and Hurry of the 
Town, he began to conſider the Inſtability of humane 
Things, and concluded that worldly Happineſs is preca- 
rious, and ſtands not only upon a Precipice, but upon 
Ice too, altho? it's a difficult Point to prevail with a great 
Man, and to depend on his Grandure, or to PO 
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him his Station is ſlippery, or that the Babel he has rais'd 1 
will fink into Duſt, and bury him under the Ruins. If 
Princes fall, (ſaid he) where fhall Subjects find ſure M 7 
footing ? If we are unſafe, ſurrounded © with Guards, 1 
what Security without them? If Friends turn treache- 7 
rous, who dare we Truſt? If Relations betray us, where MW 4 
mult we exped Fidelity? All this World can give, may r 
be taken away; ſo that the moſt wealthy, the moſt dig- a1 
nify'd Man upon Earth has this only Advantage above the 7 
Peaſant, that in a Moment he may tumble lower, and a1 
conſequently be more miſerable. For certainly he is leſs ſe 
unhappy whom Fortune never favour'd, than him ſhe has L 
forſaken. Why then do we unpeople Provinces to glut M 6 
our Ambition, and raiſe Cities to build proud Palaces up- 
on their Ruins? Why do we unbowet the Earth to feaſt ar 
our Avarice; and ſweat under Ground to purchaſe Cares © to 
and Diſcontent above it? For who has moſt to loſe, has MW m 
always moſt to fear. The higheſt Station puts no Bounds fr. 
to an ambitious Spirit, nor the vaſteſt Treafures to a co- ly. 
vetous one. When Alexander had even gotten all, he de- be 
fired ſomething more. His Wiſhes ſwell'd with his Con- Pr 
veſt, and his Pride march'd farther than his Armies. His ſui 
reaſures were immenſe, but his Prodigality was grea- ab 
ter, and his Wants ſurpaſs'd both. Money never makes em 
a Man rich; the more he has, the more he covets. He leſ 
is not Poor that has enough, but he who poſſeſſes Milli- | 
ons, if he defires more. ny 
Seeing therefore Inconſtaucy, Cares, Diſſati faction, and alr 
either Emptineſs or a Surfeit waits upon ſublunary En- the 
joyments, why do we place our Happineſs fo low? And lo. 
court Vexation of Spirit for our ſupream Felicity? God I to 
has ſeated our true Enjoyments above the Smoak of this Ne 
iaferiour World, and out of the Reach of Caſualties. In the 
vain therefore we weary our ſelves in the purſuit of real | Mt 
Satisfaction here, that is only to be found hereafter. wh 
- This confideration ſo wean'd Euſebius from the Love of E/ 
the World, that he flung up all Pretentions to future Ad- 4 
vancements,. and refolv'd to lay out his Time upon the Ge 
purchafe of a happy Eternity. He kept his Word, for | He 
immediately he withdrew into the Country, and allied 
all rhe Qualities of a Gentleman, ſo handſomely with the far; 
Duties of a Chriſtian, that it was hard to judge whether 
his Behaviour was more Genteel, or more Religious. He 


Was 


/ 
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was wont to ſay, -Thoſe lie under a Miſtake, who fancy 
Vertue is an Enemy to good Breeding ; that a Man muſt 


turn off Civility to commence a Saint, and ditband from 


the Society of Men, to keep a Correſpendence with God. 
No, no, (continued he) Chriſtianity makes Men honeſt in- 


| deed, but not Clowns ; it forbids Grimace, but not Since« 


rity ; it puts a Mean between Foppiſhneſs and Ruſticit 
2 peek to ſhew no Breeding Cl refine zo pi 4 
much. Vertne ſmooths the Brow as well as the Conſcience, 
and knows to temper innocent Mirth with a ſeaſonable Re- 
ſervedneſs. So that we may. keep np to the Height of our 
Duty to God, without dropping our Obligation to Neigh- 
boxrhood and Society. 

Euſebius divided the Day between Devotion, Buſineſs, 
and innocent Diverſions ; or rather he devoted it entirely 
to God; becauſe he raiſed to a ſupernatural End the 
molt indifferent AQtions, and never withdrew his Thoughts 
from his Creator, even in the Government of his Fami- 
ly, or Heat of his Recreations. So ſoon as he was up, 
he retired into his Cloſet, and paſs'd an Hour either in 
Prayer, or the reading of good Books. And he took 
ſuch a Pleaſure in them, that he renounced all unprofit- 
able and profane LeQures, in which ſo many Perſons 
employ their Time to avoid Idlenefs, by an Idleneſs no 
leſs vain,. and often more dangerous. | 

He could not endure the ridiculous Affections of ma- 
ny Gentlemen, that is not only paſs'd into a Cuſtom, but 
almoſt into a Law, who ſuppoſe the leaſt inſight into 
their Concerns forfeits their Patent, and throws em be- 
low the level of Quality ; that it's a Mark of Peaſantry 
to balance their Incomes with their Expences ; or to take 
Notice whether their Revennes will keep touch with 
their Prodigality. One would think, Gentlemen took. 
Mr. Dryden's Satyr in Don Sebaſtian for a Panegyrick, 
who allows *em fall Pockets, and empty Heads ; great 
Eftates in Land, and none in Wit. | 

Euſebius thought it no more below the Station of a 
Gentleman, to take Care of an Eſtate, than to poſleſs one. 
He ſuſpected not the Fidelity of his Steward, yet he 
thought it againſt the Laws of Prudence to truſt him too 
far; for he knew Men are ſeldom careful of others Con- 
cerns, when they are negligent in their own; That it's a 
dangerous Experiment, to put even Honeſty it ſelf = = 

rial. 
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Trial. For alas, it's odds, that a Servant will cheat with: 
out Scruple, when he can without Diſcovery. He there. 
fore every Week call'd his Steward to Account, view'd 
the Regiſters, and balanc'd his Receipts with his Expen- 
ces. And thus he kept within Compaſs, and lived hand- 
ſomely upon his own, not upon the Sweat of poor Shop- 
keepers and Labourers. For he look'd on the taking 
upon Credit, as a Blur to a Gentleman's Reputation. 
And he uſed to ſay, To rum deep in Merchant's Books, is F 
an infallible Symptom of a fenking Eſtate, or a loſt Conſci- Pe 
ence. For who will run upon Tick that has Money in N 
Hand ? Or, who intends to pay his Debts that has Cre- 
dit to Contract them, and no Fund to quit Scores? 

He therefore modell'd his Family to his Eſtate, not to i fo! 
his Quality, and his Equipage to his Purſe, not to his Ti- 
tle. For neither Patent nor Coronets are a Protection to Ml WV 
Injuſtice. And certainly he is guilty of this Crime, who 
contracts Debts he knows himſelf unable to conceal : 
Indeed it's a Gentleman's Practice, and fo is the Breach e. 
of all God's Commands: But alas, Quality can't ſancti- [ 
fy an ill Action, nor unhallow a good One. . 

Exſebins could not endure to enter his Name in Mer - ſon 
chant's Books; he would therefore rather defer a Pur- Ius, 
chaſe, than take it upon Truſt. He compared Debtors Ro, 
to the Man in the Goſpel, poſſeſs'd by a Legion of De- Beh 
vils; when one goes out, a hundred return to torment 
him. The thought of a Bailiff throws 'em into Fits; 
and the fight of a Creditor, like the Eye of a Baſilisk, 
ſtrikes *em dead with Apprehenfion : So that they fear Tay; 
the Light, and like Owls and Bats range in Darkneſs and . 
Obſcurity ; they confine themſelves out of Fear of being £5004 
confined, and commit themſelves clofe Prifoners to their Ion 
Lodgings, not to be mew'd up in a Dungeon. In a word, 

lead the Lives of Criminals, fear every Man, are 
ſcorn'd by all, and pitied by none; and too often, in ſpite 
of Caution, they too took up in a Jail, and there die un- 
regarded, like Rats, behind the Hangings. 

One Day a young Gentleman gave Euſebius a viſit, He 
was one of thoſe who place all their Concerns in this 
World, without a regard to the other. An extravagant 
Admirer of Life, and yet ſeem'd to be tired of it. He 
lived fo faſt, that he out lived a Year in one Day; and 
one would have thought his only Bulineſs was to poſt - 

. | | 15 
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his Grave. He had a handſome Eſtate, but too ſmall for 
his Prodigality ; it anſwer'd the Dignity of a Knight, but 
his Expences kept Pace with thoſe of a Duke; ſo that in 
a few Years it run upon the Lees, and his Credit ſunk 
with his Fortune. A Creditor found him out, and with 
Submiſſion demanded of his Worſhip the Payment of a 
Debt ; but he had been ſo often haunted by ſuch Spirits; 
that he had the knack of laying, as well as railing them. 
For he was laviſhing of Promiſes, though ſparing in the 
1 and always gave great Hopes, but never 
oney. | 

Well, ſays Euſebius, (when he had diſmiſs'd the Man) 
may I enquire into the Fellow's Buſineſs. I ſuppoſe he 
forgot his Diſtance, and paſs'd the Bounds of Civility ; 
for you ſeem'd in a Ferment, and diſmiſs'd him with 
Warmth and Expoſtulation. 

The Raſcal (anſwer'd the Spark) duns me for a Debt 
of ten Years ſtanding; as if I enter'd his Books only 
Yeſterday. - | 1 

Nay, (ſaid Euſebius, with a Smile) that's inſufferable; 
What? T'o bait a Gentleman for an old Debt is unhand- 
ſome, and affronting too. For, what was Paſſion given 
us, but to let looſe upon ſo provoking Occaſions? Thoſe 
Rogues ſhould be muzzled and bound up to their good 
Behaviour: Befides, the Sum perchance is inconſiderable. 

A Trifle, (reply'd the Gentleman) not above a hun- 
dred Pounds, the Price of a Winter and Summer Suit. 

My Mind gave me, (ſaid Euſebius) the Fellow was a 
Taylor; his Gate and Impudence proclaim'd his Profeſ- 
fon. A Varlet without Breeding, without Conſcience, or 
good Nature, thus to way-lay a Gentleman; to break in 
upon his Retirement, to ſhirk into an Audience; nay, and 
come upon ſo unwelcome an Errand, argues ſmall Reſpe& 
for Quality, and leſs Behaviour. And then, where is 
the Raſcal's Conſcience to demand a Debt of ten Years 
landing? A Taylor's Right wears out with his Merchan- 
dize. And when a Gentleman throws oft his Cloaths, 
he makes over the Obligation of Payment to his Valet de 

bambre. A Taylor ſhould no more think of asking a 
Debt, than a Gentleman of paying it. But, dear Sir, 
Kaillery apart. Can Time preſcribe againſt Juſtice? Muſt 
a Man forfeit his Right, becauſe you fling up your Inno- 
ence? Or is it a leſs n bce to refuſe a juſt fe 

5 than 
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than to ſollicit it? Believe me, Sir, he is not to blame 
who asks his due, but he who compels him. And it's 
leſs becoming to live at free Quarter upon Merchants 
and Tradetmen, than to demand Satisfaction for the 
Grievance. WS 
You remember, I preſume, that once upon a Time, a 
Dar of great Family, but ſmall Revenues, had a Month's 
Mind to be fine. He was low in Caſh, but fluſh of Cre- 
dit; and ſo took up on Tick a gaudy Equipage. He 
lorded it among his Neighbours; and forgetting his Pe- 
digree, pretended Alliance to the Bird of Paradiſe. But 
in the Height of his Proſperity his Creditors attack'd him; 
and being unable to return either Money or Security, 
they ſtrip'd him of his Bravery, and turn'd him into the 
Woods, in paris naturalibus. And then all thoſe Syco- 
phants, that fawn'd upon his Fortune, laugh'd at his Fol- 
ly, and turn'd Sir Fob» Daw into plain Fack ; nay, and 
threw him among the Roozs for his Paniſhment. 

There needs no Key to the Fable. The Application 
firs on the Surface. Nay, our Sparks have been at the 
charge of turning it into real Story, and ſo are ſad In- 
ſtances both of the Bird's Pride on the one fide, and 
Folly on the other; and though they barter not their Qua- 
tity, they are ſtrip'd of its Support; and then they knock 
off naked of Ornament, and conſequently of regard. 
For Nobility, without Caſh, makes but a lean Figure; 
one Ounce of Gold weighs forty Coats of Arms. Tho' 
the Blood of a Hero rowls in your Veins, it Chink has 
forſaken your Pocket, you mult ſhear off to Rooks for a 
Maintenance; for Regard riſes and falls by the ſecret 
Influence of Metal. 1 
Pray, Sir, a Paraphraſe if you pleaſe (reply'd the Gen- 
tleman) on the Parable ; for, I confeſs, I am unable to 
fee through it, unleſs you intend by a fly Innuendo to 
condemn me to the Trade of Purſe-taking on the King's 
Highway. Under Favour, (faid Euſebius) it's not my Pro- 
vince to ſet any Man his Task; but am a kind of Figure. 
flinger, and pretend to tell young Mens Fortunes, not in- 
deed by the help of the black Art, but by their own Com 
duct. You take upon Truſt with both Hands, and pay with 
neither; you wade 7 the Chin in Taylor's Books; you 
fink over Head and Ears in Vintners ; card away 500 / 
in a Night, and fling into a Miſs's Lap 1000/7. maintain 
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one Family in the Country, another in the Town. You 


receive 20001. per Aunum, arid disburſe Five. Now ] , 


where muſt this Prodigality end, but in Poverty, Con- 
tempt, and Deſpair ? And when a Gentleman is waited 
on by three ſuch Attendants, he is equip'd for any Prac- 
tice. Neceflity is a bad Counſellor, and Deſpair a worſe ; 
and I can aſſure you, they have ſet ſome Gentlemen up- 
on unwarrantable Enterprizes : For when they have no 
Fund to live on, they mult live by their Wits, and then 
ory are forc'd to caſt up their Accounts at O Baily's, 
and to pay the Reckoning at Hyde-Park Corner. 

Young Gentlemen mult live up to their Birth (ſaid 
the Gentleman.) | 

Provided (anſwer'd Euſebius) their Purſe runs even 
with their Quality. For otherwiſe Title muſt ſtoop to 
Revennes, and Figure mult ſhrink to Neceſſity. It's ill 
Husbandry to glitter in Equipage, like a Prince, for a 
Twelve-month, and then to ſneak into a Corner with a 
ſolitary Lacquey, down at Heels, and out at Elbows; to 
turn off from a Guinea Ordinary to the Basket, or to 
ſtand obliged for a Meal, to the courteſy of Relations all 
your Life after. But this is not our Caſe neither. Few 
Gentlemen break their Eſtates by ſtretching them to 
their Birth, but beyond it. A Squire will vye Prodiga- 
lity with a Lord, and a Knight with a Duke. Now, alas! 
how can two Thouſand per Aunum hold out with Ten? 
It muſt jade and founder in a ſhort time, and lay its Maſ- 
ter like a tired Tit in the Mire. 

But ſuppoſe theſe Misfortunes wait not upon you, 
where is Conſcience? -. | | 

Nay, (reply'd the Gentleman) in good Hands I aſſure 
you. For certainly, Conſcience may be well, though 
my Eſtate be fick. I may balance Accounts with God, 
though I am behind Hand with my Neighbour. 

Not ſo eaſily neither, (ſaid Euſebius.) For when a Gen- 
tleman takes upon Credit, Conſcience enters Bond for 
the Payment; and if the Eſtate cannot anſwer the In- 
cumbrance, that will be uneaſy. Pray, Sir, (continued 
Euſebius) is there no ſuch Law as, Thou foal: not Steal! 

Without doubt, anſwer'd N. N. 26 

And does this Precept take in (ſaid Exſebi#s) only 
Pads and Cut-purſes ? 
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It forbids (ſaid N. N.) all AQs of Injuſtice ; nay, and 
reſtrains Detires. It's il] even to covet an ill Thing; 


and he who detigns to over-reach his Neighbour, tranſ- 


reſſes the Law, as well as he who deceives him. 

Your Caſuiſtty (reply'd Eſebius) is Sound and Or- 
thodox, but not your Practice. For da you not force 
poor Creatures to-change their Labour into a continual 
Attendance; to ſaunter away their Time in an Anti- 
Chamber, and then to return Home with empty Promi- 
ſes ? Nay, and it's often taken for a Civility not to be 
affronted ; and for Payment in part, not to be .deny'd 
(with a God damn ye) for the whole, Now when a Cre- 
ditor mult be eternally upon the Trot to come vp to his 
Debtor, and ply at all the Coffee- Houſes for Intelligence 


of his Haunts, the Irons cool at Home, Trade ſinks, 


Work is at a ſtand, and a Bankrupt treads upon his 
Heels. For how ſhall a Merchant pay his Debts, who 
receives none? Now, Sir, here is lacrum ceſſans on the 
one Hand, and damnum emergens on the Other, and in 
the Sight of God you ſtand refponſible for both: They 
will be put to your Accounts, and you muſt either re- 
pair them here, or ſuffer for them hereafter. _ 

For God's fake, Sir, (ſaid N. N.) who bids thoſe Raſ- 
cals run upon the Hunt, and trace my Motions ; nay, 
and break my Head with importunate Solicitations ? 
Mutt 1 anſwer for their Folly, and pay for their Extra- 
vagance? Let them keep within Doors, and carry on 
their Prade, I will not intermeddle in their Concerns. 

That is, Sir, (reply'd Euſebius) if they will fit down 
with their Loſs, you are fatis:y'd ; if they will take your 
Honour for their Security, and croſs Scores for Promiſes, 
or be content with a Lacquey with a Cudgel for Pay- 
malter, I eaſily believe you. If all the Creditors in the 
Nation will vouchfafe to burn their Regiſters, Spend- 
thriffs will be at the Expence of the Execution, and ap- 
plaud their Generolity. And if they pleaſe to give in 
boo Security never to importune you with unpleaſant 

ifits, you will ſecure them of Non-payment. 

I fancy you are got into a Vein of Drollery. But the 
Miſchief is, with ſome People a Jeſt improves into an 
Argument, and Raillery grows up into Reaſon. But de- 
ceive not your ſelf; thoſe who put off Payment with 


dilatory Pretences, not only bid their Creditors * 
2 | their 
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their Trade and Family, but force them: For without 
Importunity nothing is done, They gnuit beg for their 
duc, as hard as for an Alms ; and fpend more lime in 
recovering their Money, than in earning it. It's as eaſy 


to dig the Oar out of the Mines cf Potaſi, as to impor- 


tune a Debt out of the Pocket of a Prodigal. 
But if a poor Tradeſman by ſuch an lnjuſtice chance 
to go down in the World, to ſuffer a Seizure of his 


Goods, or his Perſon, you muſt Account for the Da- 


mages alſo, For you are the Cauſe of his Misfortune, 
and by conſequence mult anſwer for it. 


To be plain, (ſaid N. N.) my Eſtate lies Sick of a. 


Conſumption ; the Dice have prey'd upon its Vitals ; 
and Riot has brought it ſo low, that I fear it's now paſt 
Recovery. I cannot cancel pait Scores without throw- 
ing my ſelf into a Neceſſity of drawing in my Retinue, 
or living upon Courteſy. Now either Way expoſes my 
Reputation to the publick Obloquy, and my Perfon ra- 
ther to Raillery than Compaſſion. For Mistortune in 
our Age is a Jeſt of it ſelf, and a little Fooling upon the 
Subject makes bad Circumſtances iniupportable. When a 
Coat is Thread-bate, how eaſy is it to pick a Hole? 
When a Man can ſcarce keep his Head above Water, a 
ſmall Weight plunges him to the Bottom. Though he 
may ſtruggle againſt one Committimus, a Leaſh will cer- 
tainly fink him in a Dungeon; and thete Furies ſeldom 
appear ſingle. I conteſs my Inclination leans not to- 
wards the King's-Beuch, or the Marjhalſea. I am for a 
free Air, and hate to lie at the Mercy ot a Puru-key. 
It's more eaſy (anſwer'd Euſebius) to commit, than 
to excuſe an Injuſtice. Eſtate Diſeaſes, like thoſe of the 
Body, muſt be cured by a ſlender Diet. Riot and High- 
tare enforce the Fever, enflame the Blood, and breed ill 
Humours. And I have known ſome Eſtates brought back 
from the laſt Agony to a perfect State of Health and Vi- 
gour, by a ſhort Pittance of Barley-Broth. I perſwade 
you to make a Trial of the Kecipe, enter into a Courſe 
of Phyſick. But then (as you hope for Benefit) come 
not within the Smoak of the Town; the Remedy requires 
the freſh Air of the Campaign, Retirement, and Solitude. 
To ſpeak plain, retrench Expences, diſmiſs Equipages, 


reform Attendants, reſerve one fourth Part to your Re- 


venues for Subſiſtence, and three for Creditors. Five 
T k 3 hundred 
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hundred per Aunum well managed, will go farther than 
two thouſand ill. And altho* the Sum anſwers not the 
Extravagancies of a Town Debauchee, it will keep touch 
with the Occaſion of a ſober Gentleman. For I can aſ- 
. ſure you, Birth is not ſo expenſive as Prodigality ; Gra- 
vity of Behaviour and Moderation ſet it off, and give it 
a finer Luſtre than all the coſtly Trappings of Pomp, 
Equipage, aud Riot. | 

Bat People will laugh, if you ſhrink your Figure, pack 
up for the Country, and ſtint Expences? Suppoſe they 
do; to ttifte their Mirth, will you pawn an Eſtate? And 
play the Fool to buy off their Fooling? Will you rather 
ſtand their Scorn than their Merriment? And be deſpi- 
ſed in Poverty, than rally'd in a comfortable Fortune ? 
Retrieve your Eſtate, and Credit will rife in Proportion; 
he never wants Regard, who is ſtock'd with Money ; nor 
he Contempt, who is unfurniſh'd. | | 

Sparing and Parſimony lead not to Newgate, or the 
King's: Bench; but Prodigality, Gaming, Wine, and Miſ- 
ſes: Creditors will bear more Years with Men, who take 
ſure meaſures to pay their Debts, than Days with thoſe 
who increaſe them. . \ 

But methinks Conſcience and Duty ſhould take place 
of all temporal Views. A Chriſtian that believes there 
is a Hell to puniſh Injuſtice, ſhould not make himſelf 
miſerable beyond Redemption, upon a groundleſs F ortei- 
ture of Reputation, For on my Word, dear Sir, Credit 
in the next World is no Protection; when once Injuſtice 
has plunged you into Flames, the Reputation of Aleæan- 
der will not bail you. f 

Now, (as I ſaid before) it's a heavy Injuſtice to pay 
Merchants only with empty Promiſes, and yet more 
heavy to return for Ware, Curſes, and Imprecations. 
For to be free with you, Sir, Gentlemen that diſcharge 
their Debts with ſuch adulterate Coin, enhance the reck- 
oning, and commence Thieves and Robbers. Indeed 
they play not at ſmall Game upon the King's High- way, 
nor take a Purſe with a Piſtol in their Hand, and a Dams 
ye deliver in their Mouths. They have more concern 
for their Skin, than to embark in an Enterprize that 
leads toa Halter. But, however, tho? they endanger not 
their Necks, they ſtab their Conſcience; and it they 
ſtand clear of the Infamy of Padding, they avoid me 10 
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Guilt. For to refuſe Payment is no leſs an Injuſtice be- 
fore God, than to plunder on the High way. . 
God forbid, I thould refuſe Payment, (ſaid N. N.) 
But alas, I am in no Condition. My Debts run high, 
and my Eſtate low; Taxes ſweep away one part, my Fa- 
mily another ; and when preſent Expences exceed Re- 
ceipts, how ſhall I croſs out the paſt ? | 
Under favour, (faid Euſebius) you refuſe by your 
Conduct, though not by your Words, and that is more 
ſignificant, nor leſs criminal. You rattle in a Coach 
and Six; glitter in Embroidery; hector in Taverns, and 
ſleep upon the Dice. You take up at Intereſt, and yet 
pay none, Is not this the ſtraight way to beggar your ſelf 
firſt, and then all you deal with? For is not ſuch a miſ- 
management the High- road to beggary; and conſequent- 
ly does it not lead you into an Impoſſibility of paying ? 
If you refuſe not Payment, apply due Means, leflen 
Charges, and (tint Prodigality to meer Neceſſaries: This 
is your Intereſt as well as Duty. And it no lefs concerns 
your Eſtate, than your Soul. For in a Word, (I muſt 
repeat it) without Reparation of Damages, thereis no Sal- 
vation. Who wilfully leaves this World in Debt, muſt 
pay it in the other; and though he eludes the Proſecution 
of Creditors here, he cannot avoid the Juſtice of the Al- 
mighty hereafter. _ | 
The Gentleman heard good Counſel, and was within 
an Ace of following it. He faw his Eſtate lie at Stake, 
together with his Soul, and that he poſted on to Beggary 
and Damnation. He confeſs'd Euſebius's Advice was the 
molt ſecure, though the leſs palatable ; and good husban- 
dry might retrieve his ſinking Fortune, and furniſh Sup- 
plies for Uſe and Payment. But on a ſudden, forſooth, 
he would turn Politician, and play'd the Fool out of a 
Principle of Wiſdom. The Matter calls (ſaid he) for 
Deliberation and Thought ; Repentance treads on the 
Heels of quick Reſolutions ; pray give me leave to pauſe 
before I leap from one extream to the other. | 
He took Leave of Euſebius, and poſted to Town, and 
with the ſame ſpeed to his Ruin. For here Prodigality 
began his Misfortune, and ill Counſel compleated it. He 
ſubpcena'd a juncto of deſperate Debauchees to his Lodg- 
ings; he open'd the State of his Concerns, and the Advice 
of Euſebius, But he might as well have flown for Sanc- 
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tuary into a Den of Ans, or ſecur'd his Purſe in the 


Hands of a Highway- man, or learn'd the Way to Para- 


diſe from the Devil himſelf, as expect wholſome Advice 
from thoſe who follow tne worſt, and place Intereſt be- 
fore Conſcience. Theſe Harpies had given a helping 
Hand to the Gentleman's Misfortune, and thruſt him 
blindfold upon the Brink of the Precipice, They gain'd 
by his Loſſes, and drain'd his Purſe at Play to fill their 
own; ſo that to countel Parcimony, was to plead againſt 
themſelves, and dam up the Channel that ſupplied their 
Debaucheries with Nouriſhment, | 


What Wonder therefore their Advice was as contrary 


to Euſebius's, as their Deſigns ? Deſperate Remedies (ſay 
they) are only to be apply'd in deſperate Diſeaſes. Who 
will lop off an Arm or a Leg for a Pimple ? Or drink 
Antimony for a Tertian ? When there is no Cure, ſome- 
thing may be ventur'd ; but when there is no Danger, 
take not a Bowl of Ratsbare for a Preſervative. Your 
Eſtate, Sir, is encumber'd, but not ſpent ; it runs low, 
but 1 ſuppoſe Merchant's Regiſters are not like enchant- 
ed Circles, when once you are in, there is no ftepping 
out. One lucky Chance at Dice will reſcue all, and 
make Scores even. Fortune has indeed frown'd upon 
you, ſhe will begin to ſmile. She is a Female, fond of 


Change, unaccuitom'd to Conſtancy ; and when ſhe has 


thrown off ker Spleen and Ill- nature, ſhe over-ſets a Man 
with Kindneſs and Courtſhip. T. V. was brought to a 
ſolitary Guinea, but then good Luck veer'd about into 
the right Corner, and this fingle Piece ferch'd back twen- 
ty Thouſand ; fo that he had never ſoar'd ſo high, had 
he not fell fo low, nor eſcap'd his Ruin, had he not 


Come ſo near it. | 


This Remedy was indeed more dangerous than the 
Diſeaſe, and as mortal to Eitate-diſtempers, as Poiſon to 
thoſe of the Body. However, they ſtole upon his blind 
Side; fo that he ſurrender'd not only without Reſiſtance, 
but even with Pleaſure and Tranſport, Gaming was his 
nan Paſſion, and this ealily reconciled: his Pa- 
late to the Preſcription ; nay, and turn'd the Medicine 
into a Regale. You have nick'd (ſaid he) the Point. 
He that cures disjointed Eſtates by Recreation, and con- 
veys Health thro?-Pleafure, is a Surgeon in good earnell 
He falls then to Gaming; but, alas, 'cogg'd Dice were 
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too hard for good Luck; and Fortune, that turn'd tail 
before, now quite deſerted him. His Bags droop'd, and 
his Credit hung the Wings; his Money was flown, and 
though his Lands changed not their place,' they went over 
to other Landlords. All his Companions, like Rats in a 
ſtorm, abandon'd the ſinking Veſſel, and he found himſelf 


in a Jail, before he dream'd of a Bailiff. Here this un- 


fortunate Gentleman ſees his paſt Errours, but no way 
to correct em. Loſt Grace may be recover'd by Tears, 
but not Eſtates, We may weep our ſelves into Heaven, 
not into a Fortune, nor out of Confinement. He mea- 
ſures a great Length, that vaults from abundance into 
Poverty. The fall daſhes in pieces not only the proſpect, 
but the very hope of a return. Nothing remains but the 
ſenſe of the preſent Calamity, and the remembrance of 2 
paſt Felicity. So that, like the damn'd, they are tor- 
mented with the pain of Loſs, as well as with that of 
Senſe; and the Ghoſt of their darling Pleaſures, revive 
meerly to perform the Office of Executioners. But did 
theſe poor Gentlemen underſtand this obvious Piece of 
Chymiltry, to tranſmute Neceſſity into Vertue, to bear 
with reſignation to Providence, the Misfortune, Folly, and 
Sin have drawn upon them, 1 would pronounce them 


happy in their Misfortune ; but, alas, they rather rage 


than repent, deplore their Reſtraint without dropping 
one Tear for their Debauchees, the cauſe of it; and ſo in 
the end they ſtep from one Dungeon to a worſe, from a 


. Temporal Confinement, to an Eternal one. This is the 


end of thoſe who receive Favours without Thankſgiving, 
and Puniſhment without Humiliation; that neither praiſe 
God for his Mercies, nor pray to him under his Judg- 
ments. 


How Euſebius behaved himſelf to bis Domeſticks. 


Tho? Euſebius retired from the Town, he intended not 
to turn Hermit, nor to disband from Society and Con- 
verſation. He was no publick Enemy, like Timon to his 
Species, nor a Friend to Sowreneſs and Ill- nature. He 
knew the Life of a Chriſtian might ſtand with that of a 
Gentleman; that he might comply with all the Duties 


of Religion, without ſtepping below his Station. He 


therefore kept up an Equipage, rather genteel than great ; 
it 
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it anſwer'd his Quality, and was proportion'd to his Re- 


venues. So that he neither incumber'd his Eſtate with 
unſeaſonable Expences, nor better'd it by a ſordid Par- 
cimony. He was content with his preſent Fortune, and 
neither deſired to be greater, nor tear'd much to be leſs. 
For indeed he was too low for Envy, and yet too high 


* 


for Contempt. © 
ORs, 1-2: 


He rather behav'd himſelf to his menial Servants like 
a Father, than a Maſter; and always treated 'em as free- 
born Subjects, not Slaves. He could not endure the Con- 
duct of thoſe Gentlemen, who ſhews leſs concern for 
a poor Domeſtick, than a Beaſt of Burthen, and let him 
live a Brute without Religion or InſtruQtion, ſo he car- 
ries on their Buſineſs, and works himſelf down to ſupport 
their Riot. He was ſenſible the difference even between 
a Prince and a Peaſant lies in Fortune, not in Nature; 
that their Pretenſions in the next World are equal; and 
that even in this, a Slave in the Sight of God that praQi- 
ſes Vertue, is more noble than an Emperor over grown 
with Sin. He thought therefore himſelf obliged in Duty 
and Conſcience to take care of their Souls, as well as of 
their Bodies; to allow Inſtructions as wel] as Food, and 
to accompany their Wages with an Addition of good 
Counſel. 


| FE, 

For this purpoſe he entertain'd a Chaplain, whoſe Buſi- 
neſs was only to inſtruct the Family, to inſtil the Princi- 
ples of Chriſtianity into the Hearts of his Domeſticks ; 
to train 'em up in Vertue, withdraw 'em from Vice, and 
to bring 'em into Acquaintance with their Duty; which 
is ſeldom known, and more ſeldom praQilſed by this ſer- 
vile Rank of Men. I bat Religion are you of, ſaid a Lady 
of my Acquaintance to her Maid? Rel:gion, forſo0th, 
(anſwer'd the poor Creature) is for Gemntlefolks. She 
ſuppoſed Drudgery was the End of her Creation ; that 
Expectation of future Happineſs Jay out of her Way. 
And thus the liv'd in Chriſtendom like a Barbarian in the 
Wilds of America, without Hope of a future Reward, or 
Fear of Puniſhment. Hence Gentlemen's Families ſerve 
too often for Nurſeries to Newgate, and the Stews. For 
their Dependants being brought up in Idleneſs on the one 


Hand, and Licentiouſneſs on the other, (when —_— 
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they know not where to retire. And ſo the Maids live 


roſtitutes, and the Men die Thieves and Robbers. . 


hereas did they train up their Domeſticks in Chriitian 
Principles, and innure them to the Practice, they would 
prove more uſeful even to the Management of their tem- 
poral Concerns, and leſs burthenſome to the State. 

For certainly a Man that has no Principle of Religion, 
has of leſs Morality. Few People are juſt, that have no 
Reaſon to be ſo, and many Invitations to Treachery and 
Deceit. With what Security therefore can a Maſter em- 
ploy thoſe in Buſineſs, who only change the Diſcovery 
of a Theft with the Sin, and vary the Fact (like the La- 
cedemomans) into a Vertue? Alas, Infidelity will baffle 
Caution, and over reaching will beat out more Plots, than 


an Argus can diſcover. Who has a Conſcience needs no 


Spies, and who has none will out-wit a hundred. 


Euſebius would never adm a Debauchee into his Ser- 
vice. He thought no Man would be faithful to his Ma- 
ſter, who was a Traitor to his God; much leſs careful 
of another's Concerns, who was fotgetful of his own. Be- 


ſides, Vice is diffufive, and ſpreads by commerce like the 


Plague. One wicked Perſon throws the Contagion a- 
mong a thouſand, and it's odds ſome will take it up; 
and when once it gains upon a Family, it ſeldom ſtops, 
till the Iufection becomes Epidemical, and the Diſtemper 
incurable, So that he always examin'd more narrowly 
a Servant's Behaviour than his Abilities ; and oftentimes 
a good Life atoned for unexperience. Clumſineſs (laid 
he) may 5 78 by civil Converſation, and Skill may 
be improved by Practice, but vitious Habits ſeldom wear 
off: They are too Stubborn for Inſtrudion, and Proof 
to Homily, and good Counſel. | 


Wat s - 5 
When he was forc'd to reprehend, he avoided Heat, 
and never flew out into Strains of Indecency. He knew 
that Anger was ungovernable and clamorous; and as 
unfit td give, as to take Advice. It drowns. Reaſon by 


Noiſe and Tumult, and ſeldom pronounces a juſt Sentence, 


but when it intends an unjuſt one: It throws a Man off 
his Guard, and even below his Dignity, and betrays thoſe 
Weakneſſes we ſhould bluſh to own upon the Torture. 


Hence he uſed to ſay, that a cholerick Correction was 
hs | ſeldom 
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ſeldom well taken; that it rather irritated, than heal'd; 
and ſtruck out Reſentment, not Sorrow. Wherefore his 
Words were as mild as his Countenance; and the Sedate- 
neſs of his geſture anſwer'd the 1weetnels of his Language. 
Nothing opprobrious paſs'd his Lips, nothing tempeltu- 
ous, nothing unbeſeeming the Mouth of a Gentleman, 
or the Ears of a Chrittian. In fine, his reprimands taſted 
always ſtronger of Honey than of Gall; and they were 
receiv'd by ſome with Repentance, by all with Patience, 

and by none with Indignation. 1 
Some Gentlemen of his Acquaintance took the liberty 
to tell him, that his Mildneſs would ſoon meet with Con- 
tempt, and his Affability with Scorn ; that theſe under- 
rate Mortals are as incapable to be moved by Kiudnelſs, 
as to practiſe it; that a Cane mends more Faults in a 
Quarter, than dogmatizing in a Twelve- month; and that 
nothing affects their Will, but what lies heavy upon their 
Senſe. But thoſe Sparks talk juſt as they. acted, and 
only diſapprov'd Euſebius's Method by commending their 
own. However, an unlucky accident admoniſh'd one of 
theſe Cenſors of his Miſtake, and convinced him ad ho- 
minem, that roughneſs is not always in Seaſon, and that 
blows rather provoke, than awe an inferiour, and ſooner 
ſtir up Diſobedience than Reſpect. . 
By chance poor Dick reaching the Oil to his Maſter, 
liquor'd his Wig, and the over-fight ſpread to the borders 
of a new Suit -- mode. I he poor Fellow ſuffer'd the 
rack in the very Accident, and expired the guilt of the 
offence in the very Commiſſion: But the Sire, who was 
Extream!y ſmitten with Drapery, and rated the Ornaments 
of his Back, above all the Embelliſhments of his Brain, 
broke out into all the Indecencies of Language and Ge- 
ſture. He firſt damned poor Dic to the Pit of Hell; 
then Son-of-a-whor'd him to all Intents and Purpoſes ; 
and, in fine, bedaub'd him with all the unbeſeeming 
Tropes of Billinſgate, and the Bear garden. The very 
knowledge of ſuch mean ſtuff miſ-beſeems a Gentleman; 
but the ſpeak ing it degrades him, recalls his Patent, and 
breaks his Eſcutcheon. Dick begg'd his Pardon, but rage 
got the aſcendant over Monſieur's Reaſon, and Fury 
would not hearken to any Articles of Accommodation. 
The Spark flew from the Table (the Oil had fired the 
Brain) and purſued Dick with a. Cane in his Fae. a 
4 een | ue 
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Oaths in his Mouth : The poor Wretch would have 
compounded for a Limb; but when he ſaw no way open 
for a Retreat, he fac'd about: The Cane had beat out all 
: Reſpe&, and Self-preſervation took place of Duty and 
0 Obedience. He returned with uſury the blows he had 
received. In fine, the Man maſter'd the Maſter; and 
4 plain Dich over-top'd Right Worſhipful, The Company 
e ſtep'd in between; ſome ſtared, and others rail'd, and 
„ all laugh'd at the Comedy. After Dinner, Euſebius took 

the Gentleman afide, and minded him of his Extrava- 
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gance. | 
. I ſuppoſe, Sir, (ſaid he) you have drop'd your for- 
1 mer Opinion. That an high Hand, and an imperious 


5 Brow, keep Servants to their Duty. The beſt way to per- 
2 ſwade them to obey with Reſpect, is to command with 
it Moderation. Judge firſt of Faults before you puniſh 


ir them, and never ſwell a Fly into an Elephant. You muſt 
d wink at ſome offences, laugh at others, and chaſtiſe all 
ir with Calmneſs and Charity: Put a difference between a 


F Chance and a deliberate Action. Treat not an innocent 

5 over-ſight, and a malicious Treaſon with the ſame Seve- 

it rity : Proportion the Pain to the Fault; and ſo when the 

er Offence is trivial, take care the Puniſhment be not exor- 

bitant. When a Servant deſerves a Cane, it's time to 

r, diſmiſs him; and it's more honourable to turn him off, 
is | than to ſtoop to the Function of a Town Beadle. In a 

e Word, Sir, remember, that to engage with an Equal is 

ie dangerous, with a Superiour fooliſh, and with an Inferi- 

8 our contemptible. 


5. 

n, Euſebius's Conduct won all his Domeſticks ; not only 
e- their Hands, but alſo their Hearts lay at his Devotion: 
|: Tbey carry'd on his Intereſt with as much eagerneſs, as 
;: if they promoted their own: They reſpected him as a 
ig | Maſter, and loved him as an indulgent Father. And 
ry I the fear of diſpleaſing him kept them more within the 
1; | compaſs of their Duty, than the apprehenſion of Puniſh- 
1d ment; and they rather deſir'd to feel his Anger, than to 
re deſerve it. ä - 

ry | | 6. | | a 
n. Swearing and blaſpheming are comprehenſive Vices; 
he and if Cuſtom had the ſecret of Tranſmutation, (like 
ad I Chymilts) they would challenge a plcae among the Ver- 

| tues. 
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tues. Chriſtians who are forbid to ſwear by any thing, 
aſſume liberty of ſwearing by all things: One would 
think the breach of the Precept, was the only deſign they 
.aim'd at; and diſobedience to God's Commands, their 
only Diverſion. Gentlemen, without doubt, firſt brought 
this helliſh Dialect into Faſhion, and Servants who are 
their Betters, have improv'd it. SC 

Great Gentlemen's Families have laid down the Lan- 
guage of their Country, to take up that of the damn'd; 
and it's hard to determine, whether thoſe Mafters, who 

permit ſuch hideous Expreflions, are more guilty than 

thoſe who ſpeak them. 55 

Euſebius could not endure this execrable Jargon. It 
fower'd his Blood, and made his Hearing a Burtnen. A 
thouſand good Qualities in a Servant, made no Atone- 
ment, in his Opinion, for this only bad one; and though 
he pitied choſe Failures, that ſavour'd of ' Weakneſs, he 
never gave quarter to blaſpheming: Ozhers Vices (ſaid he) 
male bold with God's Commanas, this out-rages his very Per- 
ſon; it adds Inſult to Diſobedience, and Contempt to Abuſe : 
It's a ſymptom of no Religion. For who will revile the very 
Being be adores? Or rally and worſhip the ſame Object? 
And then what reſpect can a Maſter expect from him that 
turnt upon his Creator, and flies in the Face of the Omni- 
potent? In fine, (continued he) they are Nuſances to 
human Nature, and deſerve rather to be proſecuted as 
publick Enemies to our Species, than to be entertain'd as 
Domeſticks. He endeayour'd to reclaim them by Re- 
proof and Exhortation; but when he ſaw no amend- 
ment, he diſmiſs'd*em without delay. No luterceſſion of 
Friends, or Proſpect of Intereſt, could perſwade him to 


harbour theſe declar'd Enemies of the Almighty. They 


affront the vertuous, debauch the unwary, and are both 
a Scandal and Grievance to the Family they live in. Re- 
bels to God ſhould be barr'd of Protection, no leſs than 
Traitors to their Prince. To receive the guilty, is to 
countenance their Crime, as really in one Caſe as in the 
other. 

Had Gentlemen a due regard for the Honour of God, 
(id eſt) were they Chriſtians in good earneſt, theſe 
wretched Liberties of their Servants would ſtop their 
Blood, and make them ſweat with a Diſguſt and Horrour; 


they would diſcard theſe puny Giants who dare only the 
mni- 
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tice; they would clear their Families of all theſe Rakes 


_ Lewdneſs of Hell, and here all the Language of that 


tween his Domelticks, he took Cognizance of it himſelf, 
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Omnipotent, and invoke his Name to burleſque his Juſ- 


that intect the Air they breathe, and the Earth they walk 
on. That by a ſtrange Metamorphoſe, turn the Dwel- 
lings of Men into the Habitativn of Devils; and the 
Torments of the damned into the Diverſion of the Li- 
ving: For | can aſſure you, Gentlemens Houſes are too of- 
ten a lively Picture of Hell; there you will ſee all the. 


curſed Region, with only this difference, tnat thoſe un- 
happy Creatures below blaſpheme God, of whom they 
hope no Mercy, and theſe above lampoon him, of whom 
they expect Pardon: Nay, here are Devils alſo ; not in- 
deed by Nature, but Practice, and almoſt every thing be- 
ſides Brimſtone and Deſpair. Would Gentlemen reform 
this unbeſeeming Dialect, Servants would calt it off; but 
when it is ſpoke in the Parlour, it's taken up in the 
Kitchen, it walks into the Stables, and ſteals into all the 
ſervile Offices of the Houſe. For Servants wear their 
Maſter's Vices, as well as their Livery, and copy their 
Actions, to purchaſe their Favour : In that, curſing, ſwear- 
ing, and indeed all Vice is degrading ; but when it gets 
into great Houſes, when Nobility abets it, and Quality 
gives it Countenance and Entertainment, it changes Com- 
plexion, and becomes modiſh and creditable. And this 
is the reaſon Imprecations and Oaths are ſo far frequent 
among us; for an innocent Over-ſight, we ſend a Servant 
to the Devil, and call down upon him all the Diſeaſes, 
all the Plagues of this World, and the next. Oaths are 
us'd by all Perſons, and to compleat the Impiety on all 
Occafions, we court and quarrel in this Language: We 
expreſs our Kindneſs and Averſion, our Joy and our Grigf 
in the ſame Terms. Succeſs is waited on by Oaths, as 
well as Diſappointments ; and they ſet off Temper as 
well as Paſſion. In fine, they run through all our Diſ- 
courſe ; they ſtand up in the room of Senſe ; and one 
would think we were furniſh'd with no other Rhetorick 
or Reaſon. His Care wrought good Effects in the Fami- 
ly, and his Example better; ſwearing was an unknown 
Language, as well as Ribaldry; and all thoſe Vices which 
hover about great Mens Palaces found no Entertainment, 
no Admittance in his. When there aroſe any Conteſt be- 


and 
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and compos'd all Differences with the Equity of a Judge; 
and the Charity of a Father. No Body refus'd to ſtand 
to his Arbitration, becauſe they were ſure Partiality would 
have no Hand in the Judgment; but that unbyaſs'd either 
by Avertion or Kindneſs, he examin'd the Cauſe without 
taking Notice of the Perſons. And indeed his Conduct 

ſpread ſuch a Reputation abroad of his Equity and Wiſ⸗ 

dom, that his Neighbours put their Concerns in his Hands, 
and rather appeal'd to his Arbitration, than to the Law, 
that enriches indeed the Lawyer, but beggars the Plain- 
tiff; who often gains the Suit, but loſes his Eſtate. 

This Piece of Charity rais'd an unexpected Enemy, 
who attack'd Exſebius with Might and Main. The Story 
deſerves a Relation. It will delight and inſtru, aud fo 
convey Profit through Pleaſure. RTE 


PHILARGPRUS's Charader. 


Philargyrus (for ſo I muſt Chriſten the Gentleman) 
was born to a low Fortune, [Raſcal in Torkfhire was the 
Place of his Birth,] and the Denomination jump*d with 
his Perſon. He only inherited the common Benefits of 
Mankind ; the Earth to walk on, the Air to breathe, and 
all the Rivers of the World to drink : Being leanly pro- 
vided by Nature, he reſolv'd to ſet up for himſelf ; and 
though he wanted Materials, he was not ill-furniſh'd of 
Reſolution : He had no mind to wander upon the Com- 
mon: Poverty ſeem'd to him unfaſhionable, Dependance 
hung eaſy, and he thought Courteſy an uncertain Re- 
venue. He had receiv'd of Nature a lively Wit, and of 
Education a weak Conſcience ; he improv'd that by 
Study, and wore out this by Practice; ſo that at laſt he 
turn'd it out of Service, or left it for a Pawn with a Bro- 
ker: For Conſcience and Lawyers are not to be recon- 

Ciled ; they can ſcarce be brought to lodge under the 
ſame Roof, but never to lie in the ſame Bed. Money 
was his Paſſion ; and if he could ſecure the End, he ne- 
ver bogled at the Means. He charg'd through all the 
Niceties of Morality, and ſcorn'd to ſtop at hard Names 
invented by Schoolmen, and fear'd by Fools. Honour 
(faid he) and Conſcience are pretty Things enough; they 
jingle upon the Ear, but not in the Pocket; they 


are Orthodox in Speculation, but Heretical in oy 
an 
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aud Commerce. A Man that intends to thrive muſt not 


ſteer by foreign Opinion, nor ſtartle at a Set of formal 
Notions, that cramp Merit, pall the Spirits, and confine 


Activity to a ſmall Compaſs : Theſe Principles took off 


Reſtraint, made room for vigorous Efforts, removed the 


Difficulties of Buſineſs, and pointed out a ſhort cut ro Ex- 


pedition and Succeſs : For a Man that has diſcharg'd 
Conſcience, laid open the Incloſures of Good and Evil, 
thrown off the Incumbrances of Right and Wrong, and 


melted down Juſt and Unjuſt into the ſame Maſs ; that re- 


ards Generoſity as Farce and Ceremony, Piety as chitdiſh 
oftneſs, and Honeſty as a Cneck to Induſtry; that hag- 
ples away his Credit for Six-pence, and his Soul for a 
Shilling, has Line enough to ſport his Net in, and Elbow- 
toom more than enough tor luvention. | 
We muſt not therefore wonder a Man thus equipp'd 
for Advancement meet with Succeſs; for Fortune and no 
Conſcience are generally on the ſame Side; and though 
ſometimes ſhe dotes on young Men, ſhe often flings her 
Favours upon Reprobates. He was by Conlticution one 
Fourth of a Raſcal, (i. e.) Scriuener and Solicitor ; and, 
to be cheat all over, he commenced Attorney. So that 
this one Man poſſeſt all the ill Qualities of the Species, 
without the Altay of a good one; he was Scrivener on 
the one Side, Solicitor on the other, and Monſter in eve- 
ry Limb. | | 5 IS! ; 
He had glean'd up alt the little Artifices of his Profaſ- 
ſon, and augmented the Number by a freſh Supply of his 
own tnvention ; for he was ſenfible Time and Uſe wear out 
Intrigues, as well as Cloaths; and that the Gentlemen of 
the Robe mult recruit their Forces, no leſs than thoſe of 
the Sword; that a Legerdemain once diſcover'd, like a 
maimed Soldier, is unfit for Service. In a Word, his In- 


clinations were ungenerous, his Practice unwarrantable ; 


he lay below the Paſſion of Love, and flew above that of 
Compaſſion; he broke through all the Barriers of Blood, 
through all the Regards of Honour, and Principles of 
Humanity. And indeed, what Vertue can take hold of a 
Rake, when Intereſt comes in Competition? 
There are Lawyers of Fortune, as well as Soldiers; 
and as theſe will fight on any Side for Pay, thoſe will 


plead on any for a Fee, and often on both. Phuargyrus was 
of this Temper; he W. * Client's Purſe, before 
i 1 ? » * h e 
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22 within Shot. And what wonder that reaſon ſhould teach 


% 
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| hHeenter'd into the Merits of the Cauſe; and always pto- 
- nounced the Suit juſt, if the Man was wealthy; but 
where there was no Money, there was never any Title; 
Gold and Right went Hand in Hand, and Mrong perpetu- 
ally waited upon Poverty. He play'd firlt his [ ricks of 
Legerdemain in Town; he wheedled--People into his 
duares, and decoy'd them into their Ruin. But time laid 
open the Impolture, and unmask'd his Artifi ce; ſo that at 
leugth, like frighted Birds, the Citizens grew wild; they 
took Wing at his very Shadow, and he could never come 


Caution, as well as InſtinQ; and ill Uſage clap Men on 
their Guard, as well as Beaſt. 

He changes therefore his Camp, and wheels off into 
the Country to forage the Peaſant, as he had gull'd the 
Merchant; he is armed cap a pied with Codes and Pen- 
dects, Statutes and Reports. But in a Tan of Law, there 7 
was not one Gratz of Juſtice; he left this in Town, to- | 
gether with his Ears to ſave Expences, to inſinuate, that P 
People fhould not wonder if he was deaf to the Com- F 

laints of Widows and Orpkans, ſeeing he had loſt the IM tt: 

aculty of Hearing. 3 
le found the good People in a Neighbourly Corre- I M 
ſpondence employed in Tillage; they had no Leiſure to eo 
think of Fewds, nor Mind to ſtart Quarrels ; they carried of 
on their own Buſineſs, without entering into the Concerns | he 
of others, andenjoy'd their own, without the troubleſome thr 
Thoughts of Fear or Envy. No ſooner was he ſettled a- In 
mong them, but the Scene changed. Theſe Boors began I 21l 
to talk of Law and Enucroachments; of Forfeitures and 7 
Seizares; fo that the Diſeaſe that raged in Hudibrais 44 
Days ſeized upon the Clowns of Midaleſeæ and Surrey. 


en civil Dungeon firſt grew high, 
And Men fell out, they knew not why - 
When hard Words, Fealonſies, and Fears, 
Set Folks together by the Ear. 


- The Furies ſeemed to have left Hell to haunt. the I «nd 
World, and forſaken the damned to plague the Living. © men 
They tranſplanted the Gibberiſh of Heſtminſter- Hall into Chai 
the Country. Tom and Dick laid down the How goes th  dole: 
Market, to talk of Statutes, Precedents, Reports, Writs of i Attor 
Error, Reverſe of Judgment, &c. One would wth am [7 

| ; f 33 ; thoug 
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thought the Jargon of the Bar had out- lawed the Tongue 
of the Country; and ſome, that the French King ſhip'd , ' 
for England his Norman Language, to open a Paſſage for 
his Arms. There was Action upon Action: The Son 
ſued the Father for an Allowance: The Wife ſer upon 
the Husband for a ſeparate Maintenance : One Mortga- 
ged his Tenement to recover Damages; another 2 
away 100 /. per Aunum, to chop at five; and in the End 
People bought Law, and Philargyrus ſwept away all their 
Money; ſo that he out- ran the very Lawyer in the 
Fable; for this only ſupped the Oyſter, but our Attorney 
pocketed the very Shell into the Bargain: He flip'd into 
their Livings, when he had privateer'd upon their Purſe. 
For even thoſe who gain'd their Suit, loſt theit Capital, to 
quit his Bill of Charges. 

It's ſtrange a Chriſtian could intend ſuch Miſchief, and 
et more, that one Pettifogger could act it. But the 
Trath is, the Lawyer was too hard for the Chriſtian ; the 
Profeſſion got the better of Religion. Beſides, though his 
Forehead was double gilt with Braſs, his Tongue was 
ſteeped in Oil; he was Maſter of his Words, and, what 
is more, of his Conſcience; a Flatterer in Folio, and no 
Man better skill'd in the Art of moving the Paſſions; he 
could tranſmute Phlegm into Choler ; and then, by aturn 
of the Tongue, harangue down the Hurrican into a Calm; 
he had a hundred Precedents at a dead-lift, and could 
throw over a bad Cauſe, all the Varniſh of a good one: 
In a Word. he was an errand Lawyer, (ia eſt) all Paint, 
all Plaiſter; Honeſt without, and Knave within. | 
Your Cauſe is good, ((aid he to William) give me my Fee, 

and Ill defend it. Now the poor Fellow had no more 


Right, than to the Empire of China. At the Trial a Verdict 


paſſes againſt him. I bere are we now, Mr. Attorney, 
cries William? My Fee, (anſwers Philargyrat) I'll move 
the Court in arreſt Judgment. But Sentence is confirm'd, 
and YYilPs Hopes fink with his Purſe. Me are loſt, (ſays 
the poor Man.) Nor yet, (anſwers Mr. Attorney) my Fee, 

and I'll bring a Writ of Error. But here again Judg- 

ment is confirmed, and Will's condemn'd to Coſts and 

Charges. I bat now, good Sir! (ſays William, with a 
doleful Accent) There is no more to be ſaid, (replies Maſter 
Attorney, with a Shrug) pay the Knave his Money, and I 
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So Lawyers, leſt the Bear Deſendant, 

And Plaintiff Dog ſhould make an end ont; 

Do ſlave and toil with Writs of Error, 
Reverſe of Judg ments and Demurrer, _ 

To let em breathe a while, and then © 


Hoop, and ſo ſets em on again. 


The Defendant went away with one Part of Vill'; 
Livelihood, the Attorney with the other; ſo that the Law 
ſtrip'd him to the Skin, and turned him on the Pariſh 
without Support, (and what is worſe) without Pity. 
The poor Man complain'd he was beggat'd by the Law; 
but he miſplaced his Misfortune, and laid it at the wrong 
Door. For as a Maſs of peccant Humours makes indeed 
a Man fick, and the Phytician kills him; fo Avarice and 
Contention embroil an Eſtate, but the Lawyers ruin it; 
and as no Man dies of a Fever, Plague, &&c. but of the 
Doctor; as no Man is deprived of his Living by the Law, 
but the Lawyer. | * 
However, Experience has an excellent Knack at in- 
ſtructing; it poliſhes the moſt unhew'd Underſtanding, 
and inſtil!s Wiſdom into Fools: It often, indeed, raiſes 
upon its Chapmen at Diſcretion, and rates Prudence 
above the common Standard of the Market. Notwith- 
ſtanding the Ware keeps ſome Proportion with the Price, 
and its Goodnefs atones for the Dearneſs. The good 
People were now ſatisfied. Attornies give not their La- 
bours Gratis; that they compoſe Differences, as the Wolf 
parted the Dogs in the Fable, by devouring the Conten- 
ders; and they concluded, that beggary from the Hands 
of an Attorney was worſe complexioned, than from thoſe 
of a Neighbour; that their T ongues were as infectious as 
the Teeth of a Crocodile, Quod dentibus laceravit nun 
gquam' ſauatur; with this only Difference, that this Ser- 
pent bites to Death, and thoſe ſooth, fawn, and Batter into 
Porerty and Indigency. | 
They reſolv'd therefore to compoſe their Differences, 
rather a Paimable, than at the Bar, and ſtand to the Arbi- 
tration of Exſeb1z5, than to lay their Concerns at the Mer- 
cy of Philargyras; his Vertue gave in Security tor his Up- 
tightneſs, and his Abilities qualified him for the Polt of 
an Umpire; ſo that they were ſure his Sentence would 
not claſh with his Judgment, nor probably with TR 
| * ' 
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He knew a Beatitude is the Reward of a Peace-maker, 
and embraced the Trouble of this charitable Underta- 
king, to purchaſe the Vertue. For why (ſays he) ſhall 
Charity be leſs couragious than Intereſt? Or court Eaſe 
more than Avarice? If Men put themſelves on the 
Wheel for Money in Hand, and Hell in Reverſion; if 
they rack their Brain, and torture Conſcience, to fence 


againſt Poverty, or to rear up a petty Fortune upon the 
Ruins of Honour and Humanity, why ſhall Chriſtians 


upon an Apprehenſion of Trouble, decline a Duty that 


is noble and generous, pleaſing to God, and glorious in 
the very Eſtimate of Men? | 
His Houſe was always open to the Neighbourhood, 
and he was always at Leiſure to hear their Grievances, 
and ready to redreſs them; his Abode was eaſy and in- 
viting ; his Behaviour without Stiffneſs, or Formality ; 
for he thought to be great was not to be ſtarch'd and ſu- 


percilious; as he ated without Intereſt, ſo he pronoun- 


ced without Favour; he regarded the Cauſe without ta- 
king any Notice of the Perſon : Noiſe could not byaſs him, 
nor Numbers fright him, nor Intereſt draw him into any 
Injuſtice ; he durſt appear for injured Right, notwith- 
ſtanding the Authority of the Oppoſer, and he equallyp 
ſcorned to trample upon a Beggar, and to ſneak to a 
Prince; and all were fo prepoſſeſs'd with the Opinion of 
bis Integrity, that even thoſe who loſt the Suit, rather 
blamed their Tithe, than his Judgment. 

ln the mean Time Philargyrus was without Buſineſs ; 
his Trade flagg'd, Cuſtoms tell off, and his Rents came 
in but ſlowly; thoſe Streams that fed his Pockets were 
dammed, up, or run in another Channel ; ſo that his 
good Fortune was at a Stand; Lucre ebb'd, and Curſes 
flowed in upon him; he raged at his Diſappointment, 
and poured out a Tun of Gall upon Euſebius, the laſt 
Retreat of Anger and Malice. For few People are un- 
Skilful at thoſe Weapons ; and he that cannot ſtab an E- 
nemy with bis Tongue, is fallen ſome Degrees below the 
State of Impotence, 1 * | 

Reſolutions altered with his Paſſion, like Waves in a 
Tempeſt; one rouled upon the Back of another. Some- 
times he was for preferring an Action againſt him, for 
praQiſing the Law without Licence; then for repreſent- 
jug him to the Government as a diſaffected Perſon, a 
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Facobaze in FaQion, and a Fanatick in Religion. But 
Euſebias laugh'd at his Threats, and pitied his Malice. 
He pitch'd at laſt upon a perſonal Conference, as the 
molt effeQual, and leis expenſive Way to come to Terms 
of Accommodation. And for this Reaſon he invited bim- 
ſelf to Dianer. 
had no leſs a Deſire to diſcourſe with Philargyrus, than 
PBhilargyras with him. The Lawyer had a Mind to draw 
up his Wan againſt the Gentleman; and the Gentle- 
man to catechize the Lawyer ; ſo that both Parties being 
eager to ſound the Charge, what wonder they cloſed, an 


ſoon came to a hot Engagement? 


DIALOGUE ll. 
The Abuſes of ſome Lawyers laid open; and Precepts 
given how to diſcharge their Duty like Chriſtians. 


E Uſebizs perceiv'd at Table Ph:largyras had a better 
Stomach to complain, than to eat; to fall upon his 
Hoſt, than bis Dinner: For when Paſſion riſes, Hunger 
falls, and Appetite ſinks, when Gall overflows. Howeyer, 
Euſebius thought the Lawyer's Sowerneſs was no Prece- 
dent for Rndenefs; that one Man's Failure in Civilities 
could be no Juſtification of another's; but after Dinner 
he took him into the Garden, that he might throw up the 
Oil that oppreſs*d his Stomach, and almoſt ſtop'd Reſpi- 
ration. Philargyrus took hold of the Occaſion, and thus 
addreſs'd himſelt to Exſeb:us. Sa 

 Philargyras. I have often heard of your Piety and Wiſ. 
dom, but how can I reconcile your Conduct to eithe; ? 
Be not diſpleas'd if 1 defer more to my own Knowledge, 
than to Fame; har cannot deceive, , is impoſing : 
It's but Intelligence at ſecond-hand, liable to Error in 
its Riſe, and to Miſtepreſentation in the Conveyance. 
Pray, Sic, where is Prudence, when you embark in every 
Man's Affair, and draw iato your Frum all the Feuds 


of the Hundred? You have adiontned the Covrts of 


Meſtminſter- Hall into your private Family; and pro- 
nounce more Senteiices from an arm'd Chair, than my 
Lord Chief Juſtice from the Bench. A Man muſt have 

4 lo Eſtecm of eaſe to reſigu it for Trouble, as = 
15 | RRR ceſſiry, 


Euſebins was glad of the Occaſion; he 


* 
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ceſſity, Profit, or even Invitation; and a mean Judgment 
to proltitute it to the Caprice of a mercurial and reltleſs 
Temper. 1 11 N 

But beſides, Sir, I ſuppoſe you veil your Indiſcretion 
under the cover of Charity, and diſguiſe an unquiet Hu- 
mour with the Mask of a Vertue, But you ſhould con- 
ſider your Charity ſtands upon ſlippery Ground, and 
may ſink into Injuſtice before you are aware. For Righe 
and Wrong are meaſured by the Law; by this Tenure 
we hold our Lands, and our Lives, and all Title muſt 
ſtand or fall by the Conſtitution of the Government. 

Now the Knowledge of the Law comes not unto us by 
Inſpiration, nor. is acquir'd by the tole Dictates of Na- 
ture, For the Rules of Juſtice are ſo unlike in one Me- 
ridian to thoſe in another, that one would think Mens 
Species varied with the Climate, or the Elevation had a 
tranſmuting Quality, and could throw Things out of one 
Nature into another ; that the civil 297 minted 
Vertue aud Vice, which, like. Coin, paſs'd Current only 
in his own Dominions. You mult not therefore only 
read the Magna Charta of Nature, but mult plod over 
Reports and Statutes, Gloſſes and Comments, thumb Codes: 
and Paxdetts, and wander through all the Labyrinths of 
Cuſtom and Precedent. This is a tedious Journey, and [ 
fancy you have not been either at the Charges or Trou- 
ble of it. No, the Law is to you Terra incognita, an un- 
known Region. You underftand the Language of the 
Bar, no more than that of the great Cham. How there- 
fore will you come at the Senſe, and fquare a Judgment- 
by the Rules of Juſtice and Equity? I fear, good Sir, 
you kill ſome with Kindneſs, and pack others into Almſ- 

Houſes, or quarter them upon the Pariſh out of Charity, 

who notwithſtanding might have liv'd comfortably upon 

their own Fund, without being a Burthen to themſelves; 
or Incumbrance to their Neighbour. Whilſt you wrong 
others, by giving em right, when they have only a Title to 

Poverty, and the Revenues of the Basket. I am willing 

to allow you to pronounce according to Conſcience; but 

alas, Conſcience, without Law, is at beſt but an innocent 

Miſtake; and though it exempts from Puniſhment in the 

next World, it expoſes your Neighbour to Beggary in 

this. So that, though perchance it may be no Crime, it's 

a very real Injuſtice. Why out you ſet up for a Doctor 
15 114 14 | | of. 
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of the Faculty, as well as for a Gentleman of the Inns of 
Court, and poſt your Recipe's about the Country, as well 
a> your Verdid's? It is leſs charitable to ſet a dying Man 
upon his Leys, than an expiring Title? To cure a bo- 
ken Arm, than a disjointed Eſtate? You are ſenſible, 
] ſuppoſe, you are unqualified for the Employment; that 
you may fend. Poiſon tor a Remedy, and Arlenick in 
place of a Cordial. But, pray, Sir, does not your Cha- 
rity throw you into the fame Danger? You are as great 
2 Stranger to the Law, as to the Diſpenſatory : And as 
flenderly read in Cook upon Littleton, as in Galen or 
Hippocrates, How therefore can you diſtinguiſ between 
Rizht and Wrong? The Law is the ſole Standard of 
both ; and even this -is not fo manifeſt as to flaſh Evi- 
dence and Conviction. The Senſe ſticks not on the Sur- 
face, nor Perches upon the Top of the Letter; it muſt 
be often drawn out by IIlation and Precedent ; it's a 
Myſtery nothing but ee Practice can unriddle; 
withdraw therefore from Buſineſs, and let Controverſies 
run in their ordinary Channel: And remember Charity 
is prepoſterous when it per ſwades a good Action; by do- 
ing an ill one. | e 
The Gentleman expreſs'd himſelf with Heat and Em- 
phaſis, with more Paſſion than Reaſon, and ſometimes 
tranſgreſsꝰd the common Rules of Decency and Breeding ; 
but he pleaded his own Cauſe, and ſo we muſt fling in 
ſome Grains of Allowance ; for the moſt lazy Tongue, 
when kick'd by Intereſt, and ſpurr'd on by Paſſion, will 
run Poſt, and ſtumble in the hurty over Modeſty and Be- 
haviour. Ezxſebins ſaw he run too faſt to continue the 
Career ; that when he had ſhot all his Ammunition, he 
mignt be attack'd at greater Advantages; and that proba- 
bly when Paſſion was talk'd down, Reaſon might get the 
Aſcendant. He therefore heard his Harangue, without 
Commotion or Interpoſiag; and when Philargyrus had 
ended his Invective, Ezſeb:xs began his Juſtification. -* 
: | Euſebins. | perceive that the Temple and Gray's- Inn 
have declar'd me a publick Enemy to the Hegben Mog hen, 
learned in the Law; a T raytor to the Prince, and a Be- 
trayer of the Liberty and Property of the Subject. In 
fine, guilty of all Crimes by Implications, though of none 
in Reality. You have drawn your Tongue in the Cauſe; 
you appear the firſt in the Field with your Quota, - 
Fr, % ˙ #2 Ob. | prevent 
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prevent the Invaſion, and all the. dire Conſequences of 
my Attempt upon the Bar and the Bench. Bur your Pre- 
parations tor War are no leſs unſeaſonable than expen- 
five ; for I am reſolv'd to entertain a friendly Correſpon- 
dence with your Corporation, and neither provoke nor 
truſt you. You are dangerous both Ways; your Friend» 
ſhip is as fatal as your Anger ; and he who confides in 
your Fidelity, receives more Wounds, than he who de- 
ſerves your aner However, Sir, you do well to 
keep the longs roba Militia in Diſcipline; to Skirmiſh in 
Jeſt, before you engage in Earneſt. e. 
You would certainly be to blame did you rate my 
Qaalities by the Report of Fame, for ſhe. ſpeaks at Ran- 
dom, and pronounces without judgment or Sincerity: 
She claps Vices upon good Men, and Vertues upon 
Raſcals : She lampoons or praiſes at a venture, and adapts 
Satyr or Panegyrick to the Exigence of Intereſt, and the 
Biaſs of Faction, as you ſtand off in Caution and Reſerve 
for fear of a Surprize. I'll follow the ſame Method, 
for did I take the Size of your Morals and Religion by 
the publick Cry, | ſhould conclude you had a'flender 
Provifion of Conſcience, and none of Honour or Honeſty. 
1. You queſtion my Prudence for intruding my ſelf into 
Buſineſs without Neceſſity or Invitation, and I your Re- 
ligion for the Cenſure. It Wiſdom perſwade me to Chri- 
ſtlanity, why do I forfeit it by diſcharging the Duties 
of my Profeſſion? Now, you know, Chritt commands 
me, not only to extend my Love to Friends, (which is at 
moſt a Pagan or Jeuiſb Vertue) but to my Enemies; I 
mult return Good for Evil, and Favours for Affronts. 
I muſt cloath the Naked, and drop my Alms into the 
Hands of the Indigent. 1 muſt reconcile Enemies, and 
bring Neighbours to a good Underſtanding; and Chriſt 
pays the Labour with a Beatitude, Bleſſed are the Peace- 
makers. ' Certainly, this Earneſt of Heaven balances the 
Labour; and who engages in Buſineſs upon ſuch a Pro- 
miſe, gives not his Pains Gratis. Intereit therefore and 
Duty invite me to Butineſs, viz. the Precepts of Reli- 
gion, and the Hope of Heaven, grounded upon the Pro- 
miſes of our Redeemer; and theſe ate my Commiſſions. 
too; ſo that my Conduct is neither illegal nor fooliſh : 
For, I ſuppoſe, a Man who has Chriſt's Command, is 
armed with an unexceptionable Authority; and * ah 
NE) roa 


CTY FT; 
- 


* * 2 * * 4 
522 The Gentleman Inſtrudod. 
* * 


2 Seal of Heaven, is as Authentick as that of the 
ealm. 3 2-9 y by 

2. Lou are not ſatisfied of my Capacity, becauſe I 
am a Stranger to the Laws. Perchance, Sir, I am more 
familiarly acquainted with them, than you ſuſpe&. I 
was always of Opinion, a Smack of the Law was no leſs 
neceſlary to manage an Eſtate, than to acquire one; and 
that a Man to avoid Circumvention, mult. dive into all 
the little Artifices of the Bar, and the Myſtery of plead- 
ing; for whoever looks down a Precipice, is within an 


Ace of a Fall; and when the Snare lies out of Sight, it's 


beyond the Power of Forecaſt to avoid it; fur this Rea- 
ſon I have turned over the Law, and methinks it has 
ſomething of the Prophet Ezekre/'s River, in which a 


Lamb might walk, and an Elephant ſink, a Man who 
means well, may eaſily fall upon the Senſe; and who in- 


tends to play the Knave, may find a Cover for his For- 
n To | | _ 4 

© Boe after all, an ordinary Pittance of Law, with a 
od Conſcience, rids more Suits than the Science of 
Cook with a bad one. Indeed, a Man beaten to the 
Trade, may wrangle and harangue better than one that 
is unexperienced in the Scieuce of Chicane; he may talk 
more plauſibly, and embroider his Diſcourſe with Sta- 
tures and Precedents. | ' . 33 TY 

But generally this is only: flouriſh Terms, and Weſt- 
minſter Cant; it raiſes a Duſt, flings a Glitter on a bad 
Cauſe, and a Gloom over a good one: It racks the Law 
and Reaſon. too: It raiſes Boba, wire-draws Saits in 
inſinitum, and mak es Demonſtration it ſelf as two- hand- 
led as the Pagan Oracles. Whereas, would Men as ſtu- 
diouſly employ their Time to diſcover Truth, as to over- 
look it; to end Debates as to perpetuate them; Senten- 
ces would be more quick, and perchance more juſt; at 
leaſt the Subject would ſeldom plead away his whole 
Eſtate, to maintain a Part, nor ſind juſlice more expenſive 
than Extortion, and more barbarous than Violence: Nor, 
in fine, loſe the Subſtance to chop at a Shadow. 

I claim not the Prerogative of Infallibility, like my 
Neighbours; I am liable to Miſtakes, and ſubject to 
Error; the Features of Wrong have often ſuch a Reſem- 
blance with thoſe of Right, that there is no diſtinguiſhing 


the one from the other; and therefore I never pretend 
| | | my 
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my Judgment (like the Laws of the Medes and Perſians) 
as irrevocable; thoſe who are diſſatisfied may appeal to 
higher Powers, and ſhelter themſelves and their Concerns 
under the Protecti on of the Law. But, Sir, they have 
found by Experience, the Expedient is dangerous and 
chargeable; that thoſe who. raiſe Suits, are not proper to 
end them; and that few engage in the Law, without 
Wounds in the Skirmiſh, and thoſe mortal too; nay, 
and by a ſtrange Sympathy, they are entailed on the Fa- 
25> Lhany deſcend (like chronical Dittempers) to their 
oſterity. 1 74 | 1 
Pbilargyrus. So; here is a Satyr upon the race 
by Conſtruction; the Words will bear an Action; and 
did I not reſpect your Perſon, I might bring you upon 
your Knees, and penance your Indiſcretion. _ | 
Euſebiut. You miſunderſtand me, and throw a guilty 
Comment upon an innocent Text. No Man has agreater 
Value for the Profeſſion than my ſelf; it's the very Baſis 
of Government, the Support of Society and Commerce; 
it's a Science that ſtops not at airy Notions, nor ſleeps in 
Speculation and Revery; it ſets Hand to Work, puts 
Bounds to Right and Mrong, protects the Clown from 
Slavery, and the Nobility from the violent Encroach- 
ments of the Multicude. It's as neceſſary for the Conſer- 
vation of Order, as Air for that of Lite. Without it, 
the greateſt Empires mult fall into a Heap of Confu- 
ſion, and the World become a Retreat to Thieves any 
Aſſaſſines. Power will determine Right, and Force 1 8 
tify Extortion and Violence; a long Sword will be Li- 
tle, and Force will put in Poſſeſſion. is 46 
As the Profeſſion is commendable, ſo. thouſands of ity 
Profeſſors have been not only above Praiſe, but even 
above Calumny: Flattery could not fawn them into an 
ill Action, nor Menaces fright them from a good one; 
3 juſt in ſpite of Intereſt, and upright in ſpitè 
of Temptation; they bore up againſt the Provocations 


of Greatneſs and Favour; they durſt defend Juſtice under 
the Diſguiſe of a Beggar, and proſecute 1njullice, though 
protected by Title and Authority. 
Who has not heard of the great Boerius? His Probity 
ont · ſuined his noble Extraction; bis Juſtice gave a Luſtre 
to the Scarlet, and his Prudence dignified the very Dig- 
. 1 TS puny 
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nity he poſſeſs*d; he had the Privilege to revive all Lear- 
ning, and at his Death to bury the whole Roman Grau- 
dure in his own Tomb; more glorious in his Diſgrace, 
than in the very Meridian of his Fortune, and more hap- 
py in his Miſery, than at the Top of his Proſperity. This 
brave Man was above Diſcouragement and ill Uſage, and 
not ſo much as check'd into Indifferency by Injury, or 
careſſed ; he declared for Truth againſt Majeſty, and de- 
claimed againſt Oppreſſion in the Face of Tyranny. 
Who can ſufficiently praiſe the incomparable Sir Tho- 
mat Moor, the Glory of our Nation, and the Phcenix of 
his Age: He was the moſt able Lawyer of his Time, 
and, what is more, the beſt Man: His Vertue out-ſtretch'd 
his Knowledge, and his Conſtancy was too hard for 
Cruelty; he mounted from the Bar to the Bench, and 
carried on Vertve through all the Oppoſition of Avarice; 
the Charms of his Honeſty were irreſiſtable ; they both | 
conquered Prejudice, and captivated Envy it ſelf; and 
tho* he loſt his Life on a Scaffold, he went off; with Fide- 
lity. For what could King Harry condemn but Vertue? 
Or who could he pronounce Guilty, but the Innocent? 
A Diſgrace from him was more honourable, than a Pa- 
tent of Peerage, and to be ſtrip'd of a Dukedom, than to 
receive oe. ö 
Tho' the Intereſt of Vertue is almoſt ſunk in our dege- 
nerate Age; tho' Conſcience and Regularity have ſmall 
footing among us; yet I could ſingle out ſome Gentle- 1 
men of the Law, whoſe Honeſty vies with the moſt up- n 
right Examples of Antiquity, as well as their Science; te 
v 
pi 


and if the Ancients have any Advantage, it's only that 
they are Originals, and our Moderns Coppyiſts: Theſe 
are Men that neither bend ro Favour, nor bow to Inte- 
reſt ; that proſecute Injuſtice in Power, and abet Juſtice tc 
under all the diſadvantages of Poverty and Confinement : * 
They mind not the Plaintiff, but the Cauſe; and rather 
ſtand for Right without Fee, than ſide with Wrong for G. 
the double. Ir 43 24128 4:5 44; 1 . 8 rot, 
Vet, T'confeſs, the irregular Conduct of ſome, has nc 
thrown a Scandal on the very Profeſſion; and the Probity 8⁰ 
of many ſuffers in the Opinion of the World, for the Iiſ 
mean Artifices of a few]; but what Wonder if tome Chil- ga 
Iren of wicked Cain, ming le their Blood, and their Prac- ec 
tice, with the Race of Selb? A Lawyer and a Cheat — Jo 
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now Terms: almoſt ſynonimous ; and Men that thrive 
by the Law, are ſuppoſed to live without any. But it's 


unjult to ſtigmatize a whole Body, for the Failures of 


ſome Members ; the Puniſhment and the Fault ſhould 
o together, and he alone ſhould bear the Reproach of a 
Pad Action, that had the Face and Pleaſure of commit- 


ting it. Theſe are Men of low. Fortunes, and profligate 


Manners, unable to riſe by Merit; they turn off to over- 
reaching, and ſupply the want of worth by Tricks and 
Artifices. Such (we ſay) riſe by their Wits ; but it's a 
Miſtake, they live by the Proſtitution of Conſcience, and 
Sale of Probity ; here, Sir, you have my Senſe of the 
Matter; and if you pleaſe to Adion me, take your 
Courſe. | 3 | 

Philargyrus. I perceive you will not have Men exert 
their Parts, nor employ their Talents for Lucre and Gain. 
No, they muſt Ruſt in a Corher, or be Lock'd up in a 
Cloſet; they muſt be laid out in the publick Service, or 
ſpent in Charities; and if a Lawyer practiſes not to a 
Letter the Doctrine of Self-abnegation, if he caſts an Eye 
on his own Intereſt, as well as on his Neighbours ; or 
has the Foreſight to lay in a Proviſion for Age and Acci- 
dent, he muſt be dubb'd a Cheat, and poſted up for a 
Fourb and Impoſtor. I confeſs | am not ſo diſengaged 
from all temporal Concerns, as quite to over-look them. 
I will oblige my Neighbour, but then I will not diſoblige 
my Reaſon; Þ will furniſh out Life to the beſt Advan- 
tage. A Man may live by the Sweat of his Brains, as 
well as by the Work of his Hands, and balance the Ex- 
pence of his Studies, with the Fruits of his PraQtice. In 
fine, Sir, | will mind my Client's Intereſt, but intend not 
to forget my own; he ſhall have Law, but muſt return 
Money for the Barter. N 

Euſebius. Nay, I conceive, a Lawyer that drudges 
Gratis, will be overlaid with Cuſtom, though ſcant of 
Money; and if he ſets out with a low Fortune, he will 
not fall upon a higher in his Journey, for, as the World 


goes, Generoſity and good Nature are no thriving Embel- 


liſhments; and when one leaves the Pay ment of an Obli- 
gation to the Diſcretion of the Receiver, the Acknow- 
ledgment ſeldom riſes in Proportion of the Favour. But 
you miſ-conceive my Meaning: I am not for throwing 
all the Labour upon the Lawyer, and all the Profit upon 

| 1 | the 
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the Client, No, let him keep within the Bounds of Ho- 
neſty, and I have no Exceptions againſt him; a Setter 
of Meum and Tanm deſerves a Salary, as well as a Setter 
of Bones: But, as I would not have a Surgeon make 
Wounds for the Gain of curing 'em; nor a BoRor poi- 
ſon a Patient to force upon him an Amulet; ſo a Gentle- 
man of the Bar ſhould not ſet Feople together by the Ears, 
to be paid for the parting them. 

Pbilargyrus. That is, when two commence a Suit, we 
muſt compoſe the difference a Paniable, and rather run to 
Arbitration than the Law. Indeed our Trade would go 
on at a ſtrange Rate were Umpires in Faſhion, Cargs 
would not pay the Voyage. h 
Enuſebius. Suppoſe ſuch a Project were put in Executi- 
on, where is the Harm? Tho? you might need leſs Law, 
you would praQtice more Goſpel ; and if the Lawyer loſt, 
the Chriſtian would gain by the Expedient. Your Vails 
might be ſlender, however they would be juſt; and 1 
think a Crown with Innocence, is more valuable than a 
Pound with a Crime; but beſides, you would till find 
Fools, enough to impoſe upon, for the World is ſtock'd 
with Neck or Nothing ; with Men that will make over by 
Retail an Eſtate of a thouſand Pound per Annum, to a 
Lawyer, in ExpeQation of being pleaded into another of 
two Hundred. | 

Philargyrus. You will have us keep within the Bounds 
of Juſtice, you caution us againſt Injuſtice, explain the 

argon; for I fear our Notions diſagree, and that my 

ea is more indulgent, and of greater Latitude than 
yours. I believe, according to your Scheme, a Man 
mult make the leaſt of his Parts to be honeſt, and play 
the good · natur'd Fool to be a Saint in your Calendar: 
Bur to be free with you, I intend to ſell my Pains by Inch 
of Candle. Fll not venture one ſiugle Pulſe but: upon 
good Security, and high Intereſt; and if I can get Ten 
in the Hundred, why ſhall I refufe the Offer? Injuſtice 


is a Chymera when both Sides agree. Able Lawyers 


are now as ſcarce as Corn was the Jaſt Year: Why then 
ſhall they not tax their Labour at Diſcretion, and raiſe 
the Market as well as Farmers? —_—_ | | 
_  Exſebigs. I fear indeed our Notions of Juſtice are as 
wide as our Practice; Lawyers are no ſtraight-lac'd Caſuiſts 
in their own Concerns; they Reer by the old fe ad 
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cal Principle, Nothirg is unjuſt that is profitable. But tho? 
theſe Maxims have Practice for their Warrant, they have 


neither Reaſon nor the Goſpel; and without this Sup- 


port, the molt eltabliſh'd Cuſtom is only Vice Trium- 
phant. Now, it you pleaſe, 1 will deliver my Judgment 
upon the Matter. 5 
| 1. WS 

It's certain Law-ſuits are warrantable meerly by Ac- 
cident; Two cannot have Right to the ſame Thing; but 
becauſe the Title is uncertain, the contending Parties may 
appeal to the Law, and mult acquieſce to the Judgment 


of the Goyrt. | 


= > 

Hence it's clear, when Right ſtands evidently for one 
ſide, a Lawyer cannot plead for the other; if he does, 
he ſtands no leſs guilty of Injuſtice, than if he help a Pad 
to take a Purſe upon the High-way.- Indeed his Crime 
appears more genteel in the Eyes of Men, but in the fight 
of God it's ten Times more monſtrous ; for he abuſes a 
Vertue to practiſe a Vice; and endeavours to ruin In- 
nocence by the Law, that was enacted to protect it; 
he turns the SanQuary into a Butchery, and ſtabs Juſtice 
at the Foot of her own Altar. . - 


When ſolid Reaſons 3 both Sides, Right lies in 
the dark, and therefore you may plead for either, but 
not for both; for which Party ſoever has Right, you are 
ſure to be in the Wrong: Two can have no Title, in 
ſolidum, to the ſame thing. Indeed, to take with both 
Hands is a preſent Remedy againſt an empty Pocket, but 
a Poiſon to the Conſcience: For double Fees opprels the 
Stomach ; nor is there any Cure but a Vomit, (id eſt) 
Reſticution. Such Men are Nuſances to Society ; and 
for my Part I am of the Satyr's Opinion in the Fable, 
that it's dangerous to truſt one bat blows bot and cold; 
nor would ] have any more to do with him, than with 
an Italian Bravo, who will diſpatch my Enemy for a 
Crown, and my ſelf for a couple. Thoſe old Hraelites 
that halted between Bell and the true God, were nei- 
ther ſtaunch Jews, nor. through-pac'd Gentiles, but a 
Compound of two Species united in one Monſter, What 
are our Fack-of-both ſide Gentlemen, but an Off: ſpring 
of the ſame Race? They plead for Juſtice, on the * 
8. ide 
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fide of the Mouth, and againft it on the other; protect 
it, and profecute it in the ſame Moment, and ſo cheat 
both Clients and themſelves into the Bargain: Whoſo- 
ever buys either Wealth or Honour at the Price of a 
Crime, over-purchaſes. Tell me not, There ma/# be no 
interſering between Buſueſ; and Religion; that if the Paul. 
Mie will not agree with the Bar, we muſt thrive in the 
el. and make the moſt of Labour. 1 am apt to be- 
lieve thoſe unchriſtian Principles have made the very 
Laws a greater Grievance, than thoſe that break them; 
that they have heaved ſome into fair Livings, and others 
out of them; and that they permit not Conſcience to grow 
too hard for Intereſt : But however, Sir, if the Bar be 
at Variance with the Bible, whatever you gain in Hand, 
will bear no Proportion with what you muſt expect in 
Reverſion. For I cannot think that he makes the moſt 
of his Parts, who writes and pleads himſelf into ten 
thouſand Pounds per Aunum, for ſome Years, and into 
unconceivable Torments for. an Eternity. But you muſt 
thrive in the World! In God's Name, provided the 
Means be handſome, neither unjuſt before God, nor ſcan- 
dalous in the Sight of Men; but let me tell you, he who 
reſolves to riſe is already within an Ace of being a Cheat; 
it's ten to one he never formalizes upon the Means; when 
Covetouſneſs has got the Reins, there is no holding it in 
with Notions. | . 


Jou muſt not draw out Law-ſuits in Sæcula Sæculorum, 
nor ſtretch them in Lengths, till a poor Client loſes both 
Patience and Money; this is to join Murder to Robbe- 
ry; to take a Man's Purſe with one Hand, and his Life 
with the other; it's a Medley of Cruelty and Injuſtice; 
firſt put me upon the Rack, between Hope and Fear, 
and then force me to pay the Executiòner for my Tor- 
ment. A Suit now runs for Life, and oftentimes deſcends 
down to the fourth Generation. Sothatthe Law is a La- 
byrinth; when once you are engaged, there is no Retreat; 
if you are ſtrait- handed, the Lawyer becomes reſty, he 
Will not ſtir, and, like an ignis fatuut, he leaves you in the 
Mire; if you fee him high, and rain down upon him 
plentiful Showers of Guineas, he ſpins out the Cauſe to 
drein your Pocket; ſo that he either does too much, or 


too little, and perpetuates Ifſputes no leſs by being ton 
* _ 
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well fee'd, than ill: Every one complains of the Grie- 
vance ; however, it goes on, and like to continue till 
our Benchers have either qzie:zs eft, and More's Utopian 
Gentlemen are call'd to the Bar, and the Beuch, in their 
Leather-Breeches. - ( | hr: 


There muſt be no croſs-biting Evidences, nor frighting ; 
no laughing, no queſtioning them out of Truth and their 
Senſes; to baffle a true Evidence is no leſs unjuſt, than 
to countenance Perjury. This is reported to have been 
ſaid at the Bar, but by no means on the Bench. Well, 


good Man Leather-Breeches (ſaid once a grave Judge from 


the Bench) what have yon for Swearing ? He ſuppoſed a 
Peal of Laughter might diſmount the Clown, ruffle his 
Memory, and make him trip in his Diſpoſition ; but he 
miſtook his Man, and met with his Match ; the Fellow 
was too ſturdy to be ſcared by Furs or Scarlet; or to 
flinch for a Sarcaſm. My Lord, had you no more for Lying, 
* he) than I for Swearing, you might have wore 
Leather-Breeches fiill. Now a Man, who upon ſo ſolemn 
an Occaſion dares affront a legal Witneſs, will certainly 
at a dead · lift ſuborn a falſe one; and though his Deſign 
miſcarried, his Malice was at full Swarth. I know we 
are, pleaſed to call this. unhandſome dealing with, bur 
Names make no Altetation in Things. The Scripture 
terms it cheating, and we muſt rather appeal to its Ver- 
dict, than to Cuſtom, or Calapine. Que vedo tells us, 
that at the Sound of the Trumpet to Judgment, an Attor- 
ney would have demurr d, upon pretence he had got a Soul 
was none of his own, and that his Body and Sou! were not 
Fellows. | believe ſome Lawyers will have more Conſci- 
ence in the next World, than they have in this; and, at 
the Day of Account wiſh, that they had made over their 
Souls to their Legatees, as well as their Eſtates; but 
they'll not dare to pretend their Souls and Bodies are not 
Fellows; for, alas, they have gone halves in the Crime, 
as well as the Pleaſure and Profit, and, by conſequence, 

mult ſhare in the Puniſnment. 7 n 
A Man that will thrive, eaſily ſlides into an Injuſtice; 
but then it's almoſt as hard to recover, as to return from 
Hell: For Injuſtice ſeems to be one of thoſe Crimes that 
are neither forgiven in this World, nor in the next. In- 
deed a Man may repent, * the Conditions are ſo _ 
m d 
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ſo mortifying, that not one of athouſand will ſign theth, 
For, in fine, an Injuſtice is not pardoned without a full 
Reſtitution, and Reparation of Damages; and theſe run 
often as high-as the Lawyer's Gains ;-notwithſtanding, 
tho* you have raked together ten thouſand Pounds per 
Annum, by defending unjuſt Suits, and ſtretching out juſt 


ones; by baffling true Evidences, or bribing Knights of 


the Poſt, you mult diſgorge and fall into your own firſt 
Poverty, as naked of Support as when you firſt ſet out. 
Now, is it not againſt the Grain to expoſe you Reputa- 
tion io Cenſure and Obloquy, to ſhrink in your Figure, 


and to fink into nothing? However, theſe bitter Pills 
muſt down, anleſs you calazeſolve to welter in Fire and 


Brimſtone eternally, It's hard, I confeſs, to fling up a 
fair Eſtate; yet better, than to fling up all Title to Hea- 
ven, and to entail upon you God's Curſe in this World, 
and his Vengeance in the other. | 

No Man in his Wits would purchaſe an Eſtate for his 


Child at the Expence of his Life ; why then will he at 


the Price of his Soul? Is this ſo contemptible, and that 
of ſo ſuperlative a Value? One muſt have a faint Idea 
of future Puniſhments and Rewards, thus to miſplace his 
Judgment and Eſteem ; he muſt ſuppoſe his Soul vaniſhes 
into nothing, when his Body falls into Duſt; that the 
River of Phlegetos is as real and tormenting as the Lake 
of Brimſtone, and that the Pains of the Devils and dam- 
ned, as romantick as thoſe of Tytius and Syſipbas : In 
fine, at moſt, that Heaven is no more pleafing than Spring- 
2 nor Hell no more tormenting than Newgate or the 
ompter. | 

ow the beſt Method to avoid this Difficulty is to a- 
void the Sin; it's ten times more eaſy to abſtain from Ra- 
pine, than to repent of it. It's not hard to keep within 
the Bounds of Juſtice, if Avarice get not the Aſcendant; 
but if this Vice runs away with our Heart, we ſtop at 
thing. Strong Deſires are ſtrong Temptations to uſe 
l Means; in the Hurry of Pafſion, Conſcience is ſeldom 
heard; he that is beat upon a thing will have it right or 

wrong. 5 
| No: will this Reſervedneſs bauſk your F ortune : A 
Lawyer that has the Reputation of an honeſt Man, will 
always find Employment. For who will not rather put 
his Concerns in the Hands of one who makes a Conici- 
| | ence 
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ence of over- reaching a Client, than lay himſelf at the 


Mercy of a Knave? Honelty is eiteemed by all. tho' few 
go to the Price of the Purchaſe, and even thoſe who prac- 
tice it the lealt, are molt eager Pretenders to it. Indeed 
your Fortune will not riſe fo faſt, but then the Edifice 
will be more firm and laiting : Thoſe Buildings that riſe 
on a ſudden, fall in a Moment; like precipitated Births, 
they are never long-lived, and generally bury the Buil- 
der under the Ruins. Gain never reliſhes better than 


when it's juſt, and Advantage is almoſt doubled by being 


lawful. Pray, Sir, be not diſpleaſed at my Freedom; 
ſuch plain Dealing is neceſſary to recover Juſtice; and 
diſarm it's Enemy. I expoſe the Practice to reform the 
Man. I may perchance draw upon me the Anger of 
ſome Suiley Benchers, and expoſe my Perfon to Calum- 
ny and Diſcountenance; but I ſhall only pity their Blind- 
neſs, and deſpiſe their Malice; for tear not to croſs upon 
2 Vicetho! never ſo prevailing, nor to oppoſe a Grievence 
tho? back'd by Number, and ſupported by Preſcription. 
I will pleaſe no Man to his Diſadvantage, nor fix him in 


an Error by a Complement, nor careſs him out of his 


Duty and Happineſs. | 
Philargyras ſtood upon Thorns, and heard the Diſ- 
courſe with a thouſand Grimaces ; he was Proof to home- 
ly and good Counſel, by a Kind of Autiperiſtaſis, har- 
dened in Ill; you might as well have preach'd an ubis- 
pian into a I bite, as this Attorney into an honeſt Chriſti- 
an. Ill Habits hung not looſe upon him, but twiſted them- 
ſelves with his Nature; they ſunk into his very Soul, and 
debauch'd him in Practice and Principle too. | 
Look ye, Sir, (ſaid he to Exſebins) you have regaled 
me with Cant, with Flouriſhes, and a Glut of Caſuiſtry; 
but I will not be beaten out of my Road by hard Words, 
Univerſity- Jargon, and: ſtrain'd Speculations. I live by 
the Law, not by Caſuiſtry ; and that ſtands upon Prece- 
dent, not Reaſon: How many brave Gentlemen have 
deat great Eſtates out of the Law, by the Force of Me- 
rit and Induſtry, and plead Coronets on their Coaches, 
and themſelves into the Houſe of Peers! They work'd-on 
the ſame Materials I do; ſteered by the ſame Compaſs, 
and were governed by the ſame Principle : Yet, where 
are theſe Reſtitutions ! Believe me, Sir, your Doctrine 
is not calculated for our Elevation or Age. Preſcription 
M m 2 runs 
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runs againſt ſuch out- dated Practices, and that is Law: 
A Man that will part with an Eſtate, deſerves none ; and 
he that returns a Lordſbip out of Tenderneſs of Conſei- 
ence, reſigns his Wits in the Bargain. Pray let us not 
interfere ; keep your Eſtate, and ſuffer me to'glean up a 
handſome Livelihood. Conſcience willnot interpoſe be- 
tween me and Profit; Wealth brings Eaſe, and Poverty 
_ a Man upon the Tenters. | 
f hen Pbilargyrus was gone, Eaſebius returned to him- 
ſelf; the parting Complement of the Lawyer had almoſt 
ſcared him into a Trance: He was at a ſtand to deter- 
mine whether he was above-ground or under, in Hell 
among the Damned, or in England among the Living. 
Such Stroaks of Libertiniſm ſat on every Tittle of his 
Diſcourſe; ſuch Sallies of Atheiſm, that one would have 
thought the Man had trick'd himſelf not only out of Re- 
ligion, but out of human Nature; there was no Start of 
Paſſion, no ſudden Surprize to diſcompoſe him, he ſpoke 
under cool Blood, under Thought and RefleQion ; all 
_ theſe Circumſtances enflame the Guilt,and ſwell the Reck- 
ny : This Farewel damp'd Euſebius, and brought into 
bis Mind thoſe uncomfortable Words of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, Many are called, but few are choſen. To what 
Height of Madneſs (faid Euſebius) does Avarice puff 
Men, when once it has got the Maſtery of Conſcience ? 
To pawn ones Soul for a Fee, and Heaven for a double 
one: Is it not Frenzy to Exceſs? And Lunacy beyond Ex- 
preflion ? All the Mad-houſes in the Nation are unable 
to furniſh ſuch Inſtances of Folly; ſuch Strains of Diſtrac- 
tion and Stupidity. Did Men believe no future State, I 
conceive they might make the moſt of this; they might 
forrage ” wh their Neighbour's Land, and cruize upon 
their Purſes, and ſtore their Magazines with Plunder and 
Napine. But to believe the Doctrine of Chriſt, and to 
act by that of Hobbs; to own a Hell, and ſweat to feel 
it, is extraordinary and ſurprizing. Let my Soul be rather 
with the old Philoſophers, than with thoſe of our modern 
Lawyers; perchance — have had leſs Faith, but 
Il am ſure they had more Honeſty ; and if their Religic n 
was worſe, their Practice was better. 
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DIALOGUE x. 
How Euſebius behaved binſelf towards his Neighbours. 


T Hough Exſebias lived in Retreat, he had not forſworn 

Company, nor disbanded from Society. Piety is nei- 
ther ſullen nor ſolitary; it cares not indeed to be crouded 
with Viſitors, nor always to be tied up to Ceremonies, to 
be peltered with Flies, nor tormented with Flatterers; 
yet it's never behind-hand- in paying thoſe Duties Civility 
requires, and Decency calls for: He lived in a Neigh- 
bourly Correſpondence with all the Gentry, and received 
and returned both Viſits and Invitations : His Temper 


was too ſerious to be affected by the younger Fry, that 


place Mirth in Noiſe, and Diverſion in Extravagances ; 
that meaſure a Welcome, not by the Bottle, but the Gal- 
lon; and ſuppoſe they are not treated like Men, unleſs 
they are drunk down to the Beaſt; but if thoſe Sparks 


had ſmall Inclination to his Company, he had leſs to 


theirs, and rather kept his Time and Liberty to himſelf, 
than fling them away upon ſuch inſignificant Trifles; he 
neither could mend their Morals, nor andure their Follies ; 
however, he diſtinguiſhed their Quality from their Vices; 
and tho* upon Occaſion he laſh'd zheſe, he always treated 
their Perſons with Regard. Nay, he fo timed his Reprehen- 


ſions, that they rather ſeemed to fall in by Hazard, than 


deſigning; and though he ſpoke in Jeſt, he inſtructed in 
Earneſt. In fine, he rather glanced at their Faults by ſhort 
Innuendo s, than attack d them in Form, and endeavoured 
to raiſe a Bluſn, not their Anger; for he knew that Cho- 
ler cramps Reaſon, and when this flies off the Hinges, a 
_ is no more fit to receive good Counſel than a Tem 
pen d 6 RN 211 nne ben 
For this Reaſon he uſed to ſay, Prodigals muſt rather 
be reclaimed by Surprize than Force, by Kindneſs than 
Reproach: They will follow, but not drive; they en- 
dure a Remedy if applied with a gentle Hand, but then 
they wince if you gall them; like that of Children, their 
Phyſick mult be palatable ; the Pills will not down un- 
leſs they are gilt; he therefore diſapproved. thoſe hog- 
headed Zealots, who give Vice no tolerable Quarter; 
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they treat it with the ſame Freedom in Scarlet, as in Lin- 
ſey-woolſy, and catechiſe a Lord with no more Cere- 
mony, than a Pestant: But they take falſe Meaſuies; 
great Men muſt be complemented into their Duty, as 
well as Hut of it, Civility works more kindly upon 'em 
than Rudenefſs. CS may * 
Tnouge the young Sparks kept aloof from Exſebras, 
the more ſober covered his Acquaintance; he was grave, 
yet he had nothing Itarch'd, nothing ſtiff; his Converſa- 
tion was eaſy, and he always modellgd his Diſcourſe to 
the Time and Company ; he hated thoſe old Fops who 
— for Submiſſion upon the Younger, with a ſtately 
Mein and reſerved Air; and ſuppoſe Age and Grey-hairs 
give them a juſt Title ro Reſpect. This is (ſaid he) to 
tax Converſation, and to put the Company under Con- 
tribution for Defence and Regard; it renders the Preten- 
der cheap, and Society 2 Nuſance. In fine, he never 
declined any juſt Condeſcenfion, and would rather {tretch 
Con. plaiſance a Point, than ſcrew up his Gravity to Re- 
ſervedneſs or Importunity. © 5 ; 

He was a declared Enemy to Prodigality and Nearneſs, 
he proportion'd his Expences (as I have ſaid) to his In- 
come ; he never ſpared Money when Occations required 
it; nor flung it away mal A propo, to pleaſe a Frolick; 
he thought both Extreams equally vicious, that a fordid 
Parcimony was ungenteel, and Profuſeneſs fooliſh. When 
he treated his Friends, he affected Neatneſs rather than 


* 


Grandure, and rather ſought to gratify the Taſte with / 


Delicacies,- than the Eye with Variety-; for Feaſts are to 
entertain the Palate, not Curiofity. In drinking he fol- 
lowed Aſueras's Orders, Vinum quoq; ut magnificentta 
Regia dig num erat, abundans & precipuum ponebatur, nec 
erat qui nolentes cogeret ad bibendum : ſed ſicut Rex ſtatu- 
erat preponens menfss fingulos de Principibus ſuis, ut ſumerei 
enuſquiſq; quod ueller; he thought it no leſs uncivil to 
preis his Gueſts to drink, than io ſtint them, and ebuld 
not endure an Exgliſp Principle, that Cuſtom has natu- 
ralized, and Intemperance has made free Denizon of the 
Country. A Man thinks himſelf welcome by halves, 
that is not quite drowned in a Barrel, and i|t-uſedtil} his 
Body be turned into a Hogſhead, and his Head into 3 
Wind- mill. /%Fͤã 20,0 17% Fr VOOF £154 
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This Conduct, ſo contrary to the eſtabliſh'd Laws ot 
Exgliſþ Hoſpitality, diſpleaſed ſome; and a Gentleman 
took once the Freedom to inform him, that he lay under 
a diſadvantageous Character for his Frugality. Sir, (ſaid 
he) I doubt not of your Generoſity, but People unac- 
quainted with your 3 impeach you with Avarice; 

_ a ſingle Bottle will not waſh off the Alperſion ; you muſt 
marſhal em upon the | able by Dozens: We loveto look 
our Enemies in the Face, and mult be carried from the 
Table, as well as from the Breach; for we drink as well 
as fight, like Men, and all your French Ragouſts are 
unpalatable, unleſs high-ſeaſon'd with Burgundy and 
Claret. When the Ladies retire, adjourn to a Bye-room, 
and be ſure to march at the Head of the Brigade, and 


. lead it upon the Attack: Let your Proviſions anſwer the 
n Number oi the Aſſailants; an Exgliſoman can cope 
h with as many Bottles of French Wine, as Frenchmen; 
ns and you know one to fix is an Over match: Thus, Sir, 
you'll retrieve your Honour, and recover your Reputati- 
s, on from the Imputation of Stingineſs, and ungenteel Slur 
My ot Parcimony. LIEN 
" This Gentleman had a real Eſteem for Exſebizs, but 
id none for his Practice; he bore an Office, and poſſeſs'd a 
_ fair Eitate in the Country, He was a good Companion 
"7s at the Pot, and an Adorer of the Pipe: He laugb'd at 


bh ol tboſe who placed Glory in Wounds and broken Legs, 
10 and run their Heads againſt Baſtions and Half-moons for 
11- 2 Place in the London Caxette, or the Poſt-Boy ; he would 
is not venture one ſingle Pulſe for the taking Lyle or Tour- 
„er 72), nor fling his Money upon Doctors and Surgeons, 
gu- much leſs be carried (like a Calf) from the Attack to 
XP his Teat, or his Grave: No, (ſaid he) I came not into 
to the World to be cannonaded, or bagonetted out of it; 
ald I will nurſe up Life to the Extent of Nature, and leave 

tu- it in my Bed, not in a Ditch. g. WT YE 0 
the . However, tho' the Deputy -Lieutenant had no Inclina- x 
es, tion for Camp-glory, he was ambitious of Fame; but 

his then he reſolved to fetch it rather from the Cellar, than 

* the Field; and indeed, he was a kind of Hlagman, a 

N Vice-damiral, in all thoſe Expeditions of Good - fel lowyſhip; 
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ſo beaten to the Trade, that no Body durſt contend for 
the Cummand. So that, though by Commiſſion, he was 
only Depury-Licutcnanr, his topping Embelliſhments en- 
tituled him to the Lieutenancy of the Country. I have 
ſeen Right Worſhiptul knock down half a Dozen under 


the able in a trice, and then he will clap and crow 


like a Game- cock. Nay, he ſwore he deſerv'd a publick 
Complement for the Exploit, as well as our great Duke 
for his Bang; becauſe he flew more with his Own Hand, 
and loit fewer tran this mighty General ; nay, and kept 
the Field into the Bargain. A Friend deſired him not 
'© proftitute his Quality and Commiſſion to Scorn and 
o.cquy. by ſo mean, ſo unmanly a Vice; but he an- 
ler d, thoſc lie under a great Miſtake, that mark'd it 
with Unmannerlinefs, - We drink like Beaſts, (ſaid he) 
wien we drink leait, but like Men when we drink till 
We can neitact go nor and, | 


 Enfebins was ſttnek at his quaint Harangue, and more 
at ais Frineip!cs: He thought Caution it ſelf might ſome- 
times be over-iceu, and Sobriety trapanned by Company 
into Iutempetance; but to gage Breeding by the Barrel, 
to tuin Drinking into an Employment, and the Infamy of 


Lrunkenneſs into a Perfection of human Nature was ex- 


traordinary.; he thank'd the Gentleman for his Advice, 
but detjred leave to follow his own Method, till he had 
offered ſome better Reaſon to change it. 

For, Sir, (ſaid he) you perſwade me to reſcue my 


Honour from the Imputation of a pretended Vice, by 


cummiiting a real one. You provoke me by the Motives 


of Glory, to Actions that degrade a good Man, and force 


an ill one even to baſh. You miſapply the Notions of 
Honour and Infamy ; you blame and praiſe in the wrong 
Place; and thus you pronounce Monſtrouſneſs to be Pro- 
portion, and the Blemiſhes of Mankind to make up its 
Beauties. I lie (you ſay) under the Aſperſion of Ava- 
rice; and nothing will remove the Calumny, unleſs I 
drown my Guefts in Claret and Canary. I confeſs, the 
Remedyiteems ten times worſe than the Diſeaſe; I would 
rather be pointed at for a Miſer, than be condemned 
for a Druntard; that Viee indeed is uncreditable, but 

this is brutal; that makes an ill Man, but this "_ 
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him out of his Species, and turns him into a Beaſt; ny, 
lays him below the vileſt; far he is a Beaſt of Man's 
Creation, and by conſequence more monſtrous than the 
loweſt Part of God's, or rather he is a reaſonable Beaſt, 
and irrational Man. | | 8 

What a noble Spectacle muſt it be to ſee a Club of 

Gentlemen of Figure and Quality metamorphoſed into 
Bethlems, and their Palaces into Mad-houſes; to fee em 
play the Ape and the Swine, and run out into Lengths of 
Folly and Extravagance? No doubt, it's an honourable 

Employment for a Maſter to play the Mimick and Scara- 
mouch before his Men, to entertain them with Farce 
Gratis, and to fling a merry Interlude into their Salary; 
to out-do the Roman Bacchanals in Diſtractions, and to 
ſtrain Jollitry, not into Annual, (for once a Year a wiſe 
Man may have leave to be mad) but into a daily 

Madneſs. | | e 

Good God! What a Scene did I once behold at Sir 

B—F—'s! It gave me ſuch a Surfeit of Wine, that 
for a Twelve-month the very fight of a Bottle caſt me 
into a Sweat and Agony. I began almoſt to believe 
that Pyzhagoras's Tranſmigration was rather a Truth, 
than Allegory or Fable; for in the Space of an Hour, 
a dozen Gentlemen. commenced Beaſts, and all of dif- 
ferent Species; there were Apes, Bears, Lyons, and Fack- 
calls: Some roar'd, others yelp'd, and others howFd. In 
one Corner there was making Quarrels, in another 
Love; here they ſung, there they blaſphemed; they 
kiſs'd in one Place, and box'd in another: In fine, there 
was a Medly of Farce and Tragedy, of Folly and Mad- = Hl 
neſs, a Subject for Laughter and Tears; but when they 14 
began to return Home, they play'd all at croſ5 Queſtions, 1 ; 
the Poſtilion crept behind the Coach, the Coach- man in- 1. 
to it, and the Maſter into the Box: For Wine is a Level 
ler, it either raiſes the Man to the Maſter, or throws 
down the Maſter to the Man. When Reaſon ſleeps, 1 
Extravagance breaks looſe; Quality and Peaſantry pig i 1 
together; there is no difference between a Lord and a = 

Lacquey, but that he is more to blame; in a Word, they 

were in no Condition for a Journey; ſo that the Gentle- 

men were conyeyed into Beds, and the Equipage camp'd 

In the Court. ' een 
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Well, Sir! replied the Deputy-Lieutenant, Over. 
fights will happen, but Good fellowſhip mult go on, and 
a neighbourly Correſpondence be improved. | 
As much Good-fellowſhip (ſaid Exſebixs) and Kind- 
neſs as you pleaſe, provided you fluſh right Notions, and 
frame an Idea of both by the Rule of Reaſon, not of Cu- 
ſtom; but I cannot perſuade my ſelf, the Laws of Good- 
fellowſhip command me to drink away my Health and 
my Wits for a Frolick: Health is no Nuſance, nor Rea- 
ſon a Burthen. If you had a fancy to a Cup of Poiſon, 
does the Ceremony of Good-fellowſhip order me to 
pledge you in the fame Liquor? Now over-drinking 
turns the beſt Ale in the Nation, and the beit Wines in 
France into Poiſon. Indeed, they diſpatch not by tudden 
Aſſault, as Ratsbane or Arſenick, but by Mine and 
Siege ; hawever, their Operation is ſure, and though their 
Malignity be flow, it's mortal. | 
Nor can I think any Principle of Friendſhip obliges me 
to help a Man to deſtroy his Eſtate, to fink his Family 
into Beggary, his Perſon into Contempt, and his Body 
nto Diſeaſes: Now your Kindneſs wades further into 
Miſchief I muſt doſe his Reaſon, and {tab his Soul, 


nay, and my own too. No Man certainly dares own | 
this for Kindneſs, who is not 85 drunk. Beſides, P; 
you may as well entertain Heat with Cold, as Friendſhip 2 
with Drinking. Alas, good Sir, when Wine flies into Vil 
the Head, Glaſſes fly about the Ears; for when once of 
Reaſonis drowned, Paſſion always ſwims on the Surface; v. 
moſt. of thoſe Quarrels that end in Blood, begin in Wine; I ha 
Jollitry drunk too high, degenerates into Fury. 
Baut, beſides, Drunkennets is a Sin, and of a very black the 
ye; it's one of thoſe that ſhuts Heaven's Gate, and the 
opens that of Hell to the Offender. Now, tho? it were on 
as genteel as it's clownifh, that very Conſideration ſhould 
ight-thoſe from the Practice, that bound not their Hope 
or Fear with Sight and Senſe; Kindneſs and Good-fellow- 
ſhip maſt not ho place of our Eternal Welfare, nor Ce- 
temony of our Duty. If therefore Drunkenneſs be a 
Lin, is it none to invite, none to perſwade a Neighbour 
ts it? Muſt a Gentleman be mark'd with Infamy, be- 
auſe he will not turn off Conſcience? Nor purchaſe the 
eputation of Houſe-keeping, at the Expence of his Soul? 
I am not fo fond of Eſteem as to buy it by a baſe Action; 
1 8 „ 6 1 . | a a „ not 
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por ſo fearful of Contempt as to avoid it by 4 Sin. I 
will not transform my ſelt into a Brute for the Reputati- 


on of a fine Man, nor ſtoop to the Office of a Temper, }. 


for the Title of Generoſity. ws, no, Sir, in my Houſe. 


Gueſts ſhall neither be ſtinted, nor forc'd. I leave them 
to their own Dilcretion, and invite them to be merry, 
but not tu be mad. I love a cool Head, and a calm Con- 
ſcience; and | had rather ſee- Flights of Diſtraction in 


Beibiem, than of Extravagance at Home. To conclude, 


I had rather be reproach'd tor Sobriety, than careſs'd for 
Intemperance; and lampoonꝰd for a Vertue, than Pane- 
gyrick'd for a Vice. n 
Well, well, Sir, (replied the K night) we will not fall 
out for the Matter: Let every Man take his Way; but, 
give me leave to tell you, Conſcience and all your Fiddle- 
faddles will not ſcreen you from Cenfure. When we go 
to a Merry-meeting, we leave that Lumber at Home; but 
when we are ſummoned to a Qzarter-Sefſions, or ſo, then 
indeed we take it up behind us (if the Horfe will carry 
double) for though it may be of Uſe in a Buſineſs of 


Meum and Taum, it's a Burthen at a Feaſt, a Controller 


of Mirth, and a Poiſon to Good-fellowſhip. 

Enuſebius bleſs'd himfelf at the grave Gentleman's 
Preachment; to here Magiſtrate plead for Riot, and Ju. 
ſtices of Peace for Diſorder, ſeemed ſurprizing; but the E- 
vil lies deep, there is no removing it; it's become a Branch 
of Eugliſp Property, and we will no more part with the 
Vice of Drinking, than with our Magna Charta. We 
have received it from our Fore-fathers, and improv'd the 
Talent co Admiration; one Man infects another, and 
the preſent Set of Tiplers will hand down the Diſeaſe to 
their Poſterity; and thus the Diſtemper will run on with- 
out Cure, and continue without Ed. ; 
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adde all Recreation; he knew that ſome Divertiſe- 
ment was neceſſary to refreſh the Body, and unbend the 


Mind; that a continual Application diſpirits the one, 
Goa ; FO on Py rp founders 
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EA was not ſo engaged in Piety, as wholly to lay 
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540 The Gentleman Iiſtrudtcd. 
founders the other, and renders. both unfit for Action > 
but then he took care not to turn Diverſion into Buſineſs, 
nor to play away his Time (like Children) in Trifles. 
Age had taken off the Paſſion he had for the Sport of 
Hunting; his Body could not endure the Violence, and 
his Inclination Carried him to more moderate Exerciſes; 


he was often upon the Bowling- green in Summer, and to 
entertain Converſation would take a Game at Cards; 


bat then he play'd for Diverſion, not Gain; and would 


never venture more upon a Caſt, than he could. loſe with- 
out the Danger of Impatience; for when Bets run high, 
Solicitude baulks P1caſure, and the Fear of loſſug turns 
Sport into Pain and Penance; it boils up the Paſſions in- 
to a Ferment, heats the Blood, and then an unlucky Hit 
flings a Man upon the Tenters. gore - G95}. wot 

_ Whatever he won was a Bank for the Poor; a kind of 
Pecunia Sacra, always employed in Charity; ſo that he 
fell upon a Secret (more beneficial than the pretended 
Philoſopher's Stone, and more real) of turning Diver ſion 
into Vertue, and of raiſing the molt ordinary and loweſt 
Actions to the Dignity of the moſt Divine. Thus at once 
be refreſh'd his Body, and improv'd his Time; or (in 
the Apoſtle's Language) pray'd and play'd, recruited his 
Spirits, aud ſupplied nis Neighbour; paſs'd his Time in 
Mirth, and yet redeemed it. | 


However, he uſed even the moſt harmleſs Recreati- 


ons, (as I ſaid) like Phyfick for Health, not like Meat 
fot Suſtenance; for (ſaid he) they ate not the Buſineſs, 
either of a Gentleman or of a Chriſtian; and therefore 
whoſoever ſuffers them to uſurp his Time (altow'd for 
more noble Employments) plays the Child (tho? not the 
Innocent) while he thus trifles away his Life, and Bowls 
and Cards away thoſe precious, Moments, that once he 
will recal- with Tears, but never recover. He therefore 
retired ſo ſoon as Civility permitted, and - entertained 
himſelf with reading; but he never would open a Book 
that ſtruck at Morality, or queſtioned Religion; the one 
debauches PraQice, the other Principle; and (he uſed 
to ſay) bad Books are the worſe for being well writ; 
they ſubdue almoſt without Reſiſtance, when they min- 
gle Corruption with Wit, and convey Poiſon into Plea- 
ſure; but he ſpent whole Hours, in the Lecture of thoſe 
that treat of Fiety, that lighten the Underſtanding. and 
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as ſure Guides, and profitable Entertainments; as ſup- 
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warm the Will; that point out the Way to Vertue, and 
with a Reſolution to purchaſe it. Such he look'd upon 


ports in Sollicitude, and Friends in all the different Oc- 
currences of Life and Action; they cenſure without Re- 
proach, and praiſe without Flattery; they neither fawn 
on Gentlemen, nor over-look Peaſants, but, like Pictures 
made to Sight, look equally upon all ; nor was he con- 
tent with the bare Speculation ; he knew the Vertue of a 
Chriſtian conſiſts not in the Knowledge of his Duty, but 
in the Exerciſe of it, and therefore he drew by the Life ; 
he copied from thoſe Originals, and joined Practice to 
Theory, and thus he weaned himſelf from all thoſe” 
woridly things Men ſo eagerly purſue as Flies ; he nei- 
ther hoped for any temporal Advantage, nor feared any 1 
Adverſity; his Deſires look'd beyond Time, and nothing 1 
but the Pains of the damned were able to awake his | i 
Fear; ſo that he embraced Croſſes and Favours with the : in 
ſame Affections, and always ſaid, theſe led us indeed the | 
eaſieſt Way to Heaven, and thoſe the moſt ſecure; and 
thus he was neither fond of Life, nor dreaded Death, 
but equally diſpoſed to keep his Poſt, or to abandon it 
at the firſt Command of his great Maſter. 5 

And indeed, he had ſuch an Empire over his Paſſions, 
ſuch a Submiſſion to all the Deſigns of Providence, that 
he ſeemed (if not above the Reach) at leaſt above the 
Senſe of Adverſity, even when he lay under the Weight - 
of a Misfortune. His Niece whom he loved with the 
Tenderneſs of a Father, fell ſick of a burning Fever: She 
deſerved indeed his Affection; for ſhe was ſet off with all 
the PerfeQions of a Woman, and enrich'd with all the 
Vertues of a Chriſtian. One might truly ſay, with the 
wiſe Man, ſhe lived a great while, tho” ſhe died at Seven-. 
teen, and that ſhe was ripe for Heaven in the very Spring 
of her Age: She paſs'd thro' a long Courſe of "Pains, 
with an invincible Patience, and expected Death rather 
with the Courage of a Hero, than the Timorouſneſs of a 
Woman. s een eee 

Every one thought this Accident would put Eaſebius's 
Philoſophy to the Stretch; that a Blow in ſo ſenſible a 
Part, Would ſtrike out ſome Symptoms of Weakneſs; 
but they miſtook the Man; he felt the Loſs, but ſunk not 
under it : He let fall indeed a Tear at parting, but wiped. 
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it off in a Moment, and he told his Friends, who wonder'd 
at his Unconcernedneſs, to be ſorry ſhe is not with 
me, when | believe ſhe is better from me, is a mark I va- 
lue my Satisfaction above hers, and mourn for the Li- 
ving more than for the Dead; it's Infirmicy, not true 
Kindneſs, when we will not reſign to our ſelves the 
Happineſs of a Friend. cg | 
| I believe ſhe is in a State of Bliſs, why then ſhould I 

weep for her, whom I ſuppoſe in a Place we all wiſh to 
be ſettled in? If ſhe be not, my Affection will not caſe 
her Torments, nor raiſe her from her Grave : So that 
my Grief will either be unſeaſonable or vain; it may 
render me miſerable, but will add not a Grain to her 
Felicity, nor abate one of her Pains. But, in fine, God 
who gave her Life, is pleaſed to recal the Gift, what 
Reaſon have I to complain of hard Uſage ? Rather ! 
thank his Goodneſs for having lent me her ſo long, than 
blame him for taking her from me ſo ſoon ; his Favours 
are free Gifts, no Debts : It's our Duty to receive them 
with Thankfulneſs,. and to return them at the firſt Call 
with Submiſſion and Frankneſs. Theſe Diſpoſitions 


* 


ſeem'd fo noble, ſo generous, that they became the 


Gentleman, as well as the Chriſtian, and every Man 
confeſs'd his Character could not be rais'd too much, 
nor eſteem*d enough: For Vertue, like the Sun, is more 
on when eclips'd, than when it glitters in Proſpe- 

rity, and we may be ſure it's Sterling when it bears the 
3 of — * 3 ; 
cannot omit one t in this young. 
Lady's Sickneſs; it ſhews the Skill and the — of 
Doctors are all of 2 Piece, and that they are oftener fee'd 
for killing than curing a Patient, or at leaſt for doing no 
Harm, than for doing Good. I thought Moliere laſh'd 
the Gentleman of the College with too much Freedom; 
that he entertain? d Paris, and the Court, at the Expence 
of the Facuky, and drew their Pictures at random, with- 
out any regatd to the Original ; hut the Jury of Phyſi- 
cians that fat upon this poor Lady's Life, alter'd my O- 
Pinion, and forced me to own, that the Comedian has 
thrown more Truth than Fiction in their Character, and 

rather fails ſhore than over flouriſh'd it. 

And firſt, half an Hour flipp'd by in Ceremony and 
Complement ; then they gave an Account of . 
: n* 
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Rendevouz, and expoſed the Diary of their Debauchees, 
had not the Doctor in Ordinary put them in mind, they 
had forgot their Errand, and returned with their Fee, 
without leaving ſo much as a Recipe ; but then they 
would not take the Pains to ſtep into her Chamber, but 
referred themſelves to the Information of the Ordinary; 
he regaled the juncto with a DiſſeQion of the Diſtemper, 
and pillaged Miilis de Febribus to rig out his Harangue. 
Galen and Hippocrates were brought upon the Stage, 
nay, and Ariſtotle : To compleat the Farce, Greek and 
Latin were ſerv'd up in Plenty, and one Aphoriſm tum- 
bled in upon the Back of another. A Maid told him the 
Lady grew worſe, and that ſhe was drawing towards 
her Agony: The Gentleman lavgh'd at her Meſſage. 
It's impoſſible, (ſaid he) Hippocrates is plain, that Fevers 
come to a Crifis the fourteenth or one and twemieth Day; 
wow this is only the tenth : How then can your Miſtreſs be 
fo near ber End ? 5 | | 
. Hippocrates may ſay what he pleaſes, (replied the 
Maid) but if you diſpatch not foon, your Remedy will 


come too late. 


Has ſhe taken the Doſe of Emerick (ſays the Doctor?) 
Yes, anſwer'd the Maid, but it had no Effect. 

Bon, (cries the Conſult) a happy Prognoſtick. 

It caſt her into Convulſions (continued the Maid.) 
Better yet (ſays the Conſult.) But alas, in ſpite of the 
Doctor's Better and Better, the Lady grows Worſe and 
Worſe. A new Courier put a ſtop to Enquiry, and ſum- 
moned the jancko to the Lady's Chamber: She lie in 

xtremity, a Subject of Compaſſion and Admiration z 
the Emerick put her upon the Rack, yet her Patience was 
ftronger than the Pain. She ſeem'd almoſt to out- brave 
thoſe Primitive Martyrs, who neither flinch'd in the 
Fire, nor cried Oh! at the Torment of Knives and Ra- 
Zors; and though her Force ſunk every Moment, her 
Reſignation to Providence was invincible. 

One Doctor was for Bleeding, another for Cauſticks, 
A third for he knew not what, and a fourth for ſendin 
her to the Waters; their Skill was non-plus'd, and they 
had already diſcharged their Latin, and poured out their 
Stock of Aphoriſms ; ſo that, in fine, they concluded 
Nemrne contradicente, tor a Bolus of Opium, that ſhe might 
depart without Pain. n | 

Exnſebins 
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Euxſebizs bore all their impertinent Jargon; but when 
he heard this barbarous Reſolution, he was not Maſter 
of his Reſentment. What, (ſaid he) Gentlemen, do you 
believe another State? That an Eternity depends upon 
this laſt Moment? If you do, with what Conſcience can 
you in this fatal Circumſtance, cait Reaſon into a Le- 
thargy, when a poor Creature ſtands moſt in need of it? 
You would, forſooth, put her out of Pain, but your Pity is 
barbarous, and your Compaſſion cruel; for you deprive 
her of the very Power of asking God forgiveneſs, and by 
conſequence of Pardon. Indeed, the vertuous Tenure 
of her Lite is in ſome Meaſure an Aſſurance her Death 
will not be miſerable; for it's rare to ſee a Perſon who 
has lived well, die ill: But however, it's a great Step 
taken in the Dark; a Trip is fatal, and an Over-ſight 
may pitch her on the wrong Side of the Shore, and then 
there is no Return. No, no, Gentlemen, if you can do 
her Body no Good, you ſhall do her Soul no Harm. Few 
Moments remain, let her diſpoſe of them to Advantage; 
let her die in Pain, to revive in never-ending Pleaſures. 
This ſhort Harangue propagated the functo, and put 
an End to their Reſolves: However, they took care of 
their Fee, but then left all Concern for the Lady behind 
them. The Ordinary ſtaid not to cure, but to ſee her 
die. Indeed, this was extraordinary, but Doctors (like 
Judges) pronounce the Sentence, but ſeldom are preſent 
at the Execution. 1 85 


DIALOGUE VI. 


Whether it be expedient for Gentlemen to Travel; with 
ſJiome Directions to thoſe who go Abroad. 


Eander's Father perſwaded him to Travel, before he 
ſettled in the World: He was of the common Per- 
ſwaſion, that home-bred Gentlemen are only rough caſt; 


that they muſt receive the laſt Strokes of Behaviour in 


France and Italy. But Neander, who rated the Perſecu- 
tions of a Chriltian, above all little Accompliſhments of 
a Gentleman, and affected rather a Decency of Manners, 
than of Cartiage, would not conſent to the Propoſal, 15 

| | he 
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he had conſulted his Oracle Euſebius, and he reſolved ra- 
ther to follow his Judgment, than his own Inclination. 
He therefore gave him a Viſit; the Father acquainted 
him of his Deſign, and asked his Advice. 

My Son (laid he) grows in Years fit for Improvement ; 
he has Quality and Eſtate co ſupport it. And beſides, 
Nature has furniſh'd him with a good Genius, and a ſharp 
Wit, ſo that nothing is wanting to render him ſerviceable 
to his Country, and an Honour to his Family, but Expe- 
rience. Now this cannot be well acquired but by F rayel- 
ling. He has indeed all the Learning the Univerſity can 
give him ; but then to ſteer wholly by Buoks, without 
looking into - Men and Buſineſs, is like learning a Trade 
without ever coming to the Practice: Who in ends to be 
Maſter muſt draw by the Life, as well as Copy trom the 
Original, and join Speculation with PraQtice. My Re- 
lations are divided upon the Matter; ſome perſwade 
me to ſend him Abroad, others to keep him at Home; 
ſome tell me Home-breeding will Ungentleman him, 
and others, that foreign Education will turn his Exgliſh 
Blood into French or Italian; favour me with your Opi- 
nion upon the Matter. 4 a 
I am not (reply'd Eaſebius) ſo fond of Travelling, 
as ſome of our Noblemen ; nor yet ſo averſe as others. 
A Man, no doubt, may reap great Improvement from 
the Tour of Fraxce and Italy, and alſo make the Journey 
to Diſadvantage. He may rather' glean up their Vices 
than their Vertues , and return both a Clown and a De- 
bauchee. He may fall in Love with their Wine, and their. 
Women; and bring back nothing but a Wife, a Miſtreſs, 
or a Dileaſe, for a Memorandum of his Voyage. At leaſt, 
I know ſome who left their Innocenee and Money in the 
Continent, and landed at Graves-exd, with as light Heads, 
and lighter Pockets, than when they firſt ſer out at Do- 
ver. I confeſs this wandring Humour ſpreads wide, and 
grows Epidemical : Men fancy foreign Air purifies the 
Brain, as well as the Lungs; that Breeding and Ex- 
perience ſprout up in the Streets of Paris and Fenice; 
and that a View of Verſailles or Marly transforms Ruſti- 
city into Behaviour. But alas, Sir, the French Climate 
breeds Clowns no leſs than our Eugliſh; and I have ſeen 
there as ill-ſhap'd Gentlemen, as at London. Our Car- 
tige indeed has ſomething of the Lion, and theirs of, 
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the Ape; ours awes, theirs delights ; theirs is fooliſh, 
and ours ſurly. 27 | | 

Von have drawn (ſays the Gentlemen) a diſadvanta- 
geous Map of the Continent, and if Debauchery be the 
only Fruit of Travels, I think we may buy that Com- 
modity nearer home at leſs Charge and Labour. For 
Vice thrives to Admiration in our Soil; and we have 
- tranſplanted it theſe ten Years into Flanders, Germany 
and Spain; and, what is ſtrange, our Stock is not ſunk ; 
nay, 1t rather riſes every Day; and though often Men of 
ther Trades flip aſide, we hear no Debauchees turn Bank- 
rupt of their Vices. But, under favour, though other 
Nations have their Defects, they are not quite bare of 
Perfections. They may ſet us Patterns for Imitation as. 
well as for Avertion ; and, by conſequence, improve a 
young Gentleman as well as corrupt him. Every Coun- te 
try produces Remedies as well as Poiſons, and he deſerves te 
to die who leaves thoſe for theſe. | 01 

No doubt (reply'd Euſebius) there are fine Things be- 
yond Sea, and a young Man may waft over a handſome 7 
Cargo of Icalian Improvements, with a Valize of French A 
Behaviour. But, alas, Sir, they will lie upon: his Hands, th 
and ruſt in his Wardrobe for want of uſing. We hate the 4 
2 | ſtiff and gumm'd Deportment of the Italian, and to be tir 
yoak'd in Ceremony, or tied up to Steps in Converſation. W & 
And the French Shrug only fits tolerably on a Beau, and v 
intitles him to the Honour of a PP. ge 
But, Sir, (anſwer'd the Gentleman) Breeding conſiſts I N. 
not meerly in a genteel Carriage, and Decency of Ge- or 
ſture; it reaches to the Improvement of the Underſtand- m- 
ing. I look upon a Man, whoſe only Ornaments hang 21 
upon the Surface, like thoſe Palaces that are ſtately with- at 
out, and unfurniſh'd within. Now travelling manures wi 
the Underſtanding ; it affords Knowledge and Diſcovery; W ma 
it enlarges the Faculty, and gives a more extenſive inſight ¶ anc 
into Things and Men: Whereas a home-bred Gentleman IF yo, 
is confin'd to narrow Limits; he wants Materials for Ob- put 
ſervation, and cannot work out a Subject for a genteel I the 

Diſcourſe. 8 ; 

Beſides, Sir, he learns the great Myſtery of Foreign affe 
Governments ; their Fort, and their Fible; the Intereſts WM him 
of Princes, and their Deſigns: And thus at the ſame time WU Ma 
he ſeaſons Pleaſure with Profit; he ſtages (if I may of net 
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ſo) into Politicks, and rides Poſt into Buſineſs : He re- 
turns equip'd for Employment, and rigg'd out for an Em- 
baſſy at leaſt, to the Cautons or Hans-Towns. a 

0 „Sir, (ſaid Euſebius) you ſend, I perceive, your 
Son abroad to catch Politicks. You ſhould remember, 
we fluſh at home that Game in every Tipling-houſe: 
It over-runs both Town and Country, and is ſunk from 
an Imbellifhment into a Nuſance. Our Coblers and 
Tinkers take into their Conſideration the ardua regni ne- 
gotia, as well as our Parliament; and leave Holes in 
Shoes and Pans to mend the Government. I tell you, 


Sir, our Soil produces more Politicks than all Europe be- 


ſides ; ſo that to tranſport Foreign is to ſend Owls zo A- 
thens., We are, in a Word, peſter'd with thoſe of our 


own Growth, and I believe a Prohibition to ſhip over ex- 


tern Politicks into Exgland might prove no leſs beneficial 
to the Nation, than that of bringing over French Wines, 

or planting Tobacco. | 
But, Sir, ſuppoſing our Gentleman arriv'd at Paris or 
Venice, what Company muſt he ply for thoſe mighty 
Advantages you ſpeak of? In one place, without doubt, 
the topping Miniſter of State; in the other, the Counſel 
di Dieci. Certainly in ſuch Schools he may in a ſhort 
time run thro? a courſe of Politicks, and commence Do- 
or of State-tricks. But do you think thoſe Achirophels 
will unveil the ſecret Myſteries of their Maſters to Stran- 
gers, and throw before them the Arcana of the Cabinet? 
No, no, Sir, he muſt be content with Town: Intelligence, 
or tne Table Reports of Treating-Houſes ; and then you 
may gueſs with what a Proviſion of Politicks, with what 
x Lading of Science he is like to freight the Packet-Boat 
at his return, I counſel you rather to furniſn your Son 
with Gazeztes, Mercuries, and Clefs de Cabinets. Here he 
may catch Language and Knowledge at the ſame draught, 
and poliſh his Tongue and his Brain together. I aſſure 
you, Sir, I knew a Gentleman, who bid fair for the re- 
pute of a great Man, and an able Miniſter : He topp'd 
the Gravity of Don Frederick de Toleda ; his Air was as 
Myſterious as his Diſcourſe ; like the Pages Oracles, he 
affected Riddle and Innuendos. One would have taken 
him for the Grand/izier-General of Europe, the common 
Manager of Treaties, and ſole Depoſitory of all the Cabi- 
net Reſolutions. Yet he own'd all his Intelligence to Hol- 
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land New's Books ; and when the Wind blew from our 
Shore in the Brill Packet-Boat's Teeth, he was at a loſs 
for a Diſcourſe. One would have ſwore a North-Wett 
Gale had work'd upon his Brain, and blown his Wit 
and his Memory into Norway or Denmark. | 


But, Sir, do you fancy a Gentleman at his Arrival at 
Paris ſends Hue and Cry after a Maſter of Politicks? No, 
no, this is point-blank againſt Cuſtom and Precedent. 


His Buſineſs is to oblige Senſe, not to cultivate the Un- 


derſtanding ; he firſt regales his Eye with a view of Ver- 
ſaillet and Marly, and then his Appetite with all the De- 
licacies of the Town. Tho' he brought from home the 
bare Title of Sqzire, the Pariſiaus will prefent him a Pa- 
tent of Peerage, and the noiſe of a Jeune my Lord will 
hollow into his attendance all the Breteurs and Sharpers 
of the Town. And when once he is fallen into ſuch 
Hands, he will ſcarce get out of them, till he has deliver'd 


his Purſe, and pawn'd his Conſcience. Believe me, Sir, 


a young Man that has Pleaſures in View, will be ſhrewd- 
ly tempted to taſte whether they be as agreeable to the 
Palate, as to the Sight, and charm the Senſe as much as 
the Imagination; and its odds he will never ſtand firm 
againſt the Temptation: For Fleſh and Blood, accom- 
pany'd by Youth, have a ſtrong Tendency to Evil, they 
plead hard for Liberty, and as eagerly againſt Conſtraint. 
And when a Youth lies at the Mercy of ſuch T utors, what 
can be expected but Debanchery? He will, in a word, firſt 
break through the Practice, and then through the very Prin- 
ciples of Morality. Beſides, he is out of a Parent's ſight, 
he is not aw'd by his Preſence, nor within the reach of 
his Correction: So that he ranges without Reſtraint, and 
plays the Prodigal without Controul. 

Under favour (faid the Gentleman) you ſuppoſe me 
little read in the Extravagancies of Youth, when you 
fancy I will lay the Reins on my Son's Neck, and aban- 
don his to his own Conduct. Tho? (God be thank'd) 
his Behaviour be regular and untainted, his Innocence 
may be ſurprized. Youth has a natural Tendency to 
Lewdneſs ; it wants Experience to wave Temptation, 
and Reſolution to encounter it. In fine, Paſſion and Care- 
leſneſs throws it off its Guard, and lays it open to Sur- 
prize. Now to obviate this Inconvenicnce, I have pro- 
vided him a ſober Governour, who knows Thing 
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Men; who has ſeen the World, and makes no inconſide- 


rable Figure: He is a Man of Parts, talks well, and [ 
hope lives better. Such a Perſon is. able to ſtop the Sal- 
lies of Youth, to awe it into the Bounds of Decency by 
his Authority, and to inſtruct it by his Prudence, 

This Caution (anſwer'd Euſebius) is laudible and pru- 
dent; but I aſſure you, Sir, it ſeldom anſwers ExpeQa- 


tion: I have known Governours who wanted Govern- 


ours themſelves, and were ten times more fit to receive 
than to give Inſtruction, Their Religion was as loſe as 
their Manners; they believed any thing for Intereſt, and 
practiſed any thing for Pleaſure. Now when the Go- 
vernour is diſſolute, who can expect Regularity from the 
Pupil? But ſuppoſe him clear of theſe Imputations, it's 
ſtill a queſtion whether the young Man either reſpeQs or 
eſteems him: If not, it's adds his Inſtructions will make 
no Impteſſion. They may beat the Ear, but will never 
touch the Heart. He may as well chaltiſe the Wind as 
that Spark into Sobriety, who diſeſteems his Perſon. The 
Man re-inforces the Counſel, and perſwades more often- 


times than his Reaſons. ; 


But | farther, a young Man paſt Twenty is a reſty 
Creature; his Paſſions are at their full growth, and con- 
ſequently ungovernable. They contend hard for Liberty, 
and it's ten to one Pleaſure will get the better of Precept: 
For in that Age Senſe affects more than Duty; and the 
agreeable enchants more powerfully than the lawful. 
When the Law declares him Major, he will not eaſily 
ſabmit to the Slavery of Minority, (i. e.) he will not be 
rid by Governours, nor led by Pedants, like Children, by 
their Hanging-ſleeves. He ſuppoſes he can walk by 
himſelf, and ſtand upon his own Legs; and thus becomes 
ſo unruly, that he will neither lead nor drive, What a 
fine Menage did I ſee at Paris between a Tutor and his 


| Pupil? They liv'd in a ſtate of War; the one camp'd in 


the Fauburg St. Germain, the other in the Rue de Temple; 
and had not the Seine run between, they might have 
come to Action; at laſt they agreed upon a Treaty: But 
before it was brought to a Concluſion, as many Couriers 
run between them as from Gertrudenburgh to the Hague 
or Verſailles. | 

I am ſenſible (ſaid the Gentleman) theſe Inconveni- 
ences happen; and when a Pupil undervalues the Perſon 
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of his Governour, he ſeldom approves his Counſel : For 
it goes againſt the Grain to conform to the Advice of 
thoſe we contemn. Beſides, we preſume Reaſons cannot 
riſe above the level of thoſe that propoſe them: So that 
when weentertainalow Opinion of a Perſon, we diſable 
his Friendſhip, and put him under an Impoſlibility of do- 
ing us any good. For this Reaſon I have pitch'd upon 
a French Miniſter ; his Parts will call for Eſteem, and 
his CharaQer for Reſpect. ENS | 

Upon a French Miniſter, (reply'd Euſebius) what do 
you mean? Areour own Countrymen ſo deſtitute of Pru- 
dence, good Nature and Probity, that you could not fall 
wpon one compleatly furniſh'd for the Employment? Good 
God! My Lady's Woman mult be French, as well as my 
Lord's Valet de Chambre; we cannot eat, unleſs French 
Cooks ſerve us up Ragouts, nor dreſs but a la mode de 
France. We hate the Nation, yet cannot live without the 
Natives. They ſcrew themſelves into the chief Fami- 
lies, and engroſs both Places of Truſt and Profit, fo that 
their Puniſhment has prov'd a Favour. For they en- 
joy abroad more Plenty, than they durſt have expeQed 
at home, Who can reconcile this Conduct to our Cla- 
mours? Who will not think we rail in jeſt, when we 
thus careſs in earneſt? And that our Hearts are French, as 
well as our Cloaths? . 
We complain the Church of England is over-run with 
Fanaticiſm, that the Presbyterians over - top it in Number 
and Quality; what bc When French Miniſters 
train up the Nobiiity? Their Religion is Puritan, thrice 
refined; their Zeal has more Heat than Light, and more 
Peeviſhneſs than Charity. How often have they in 
France, made room for their Religion with the Sword, 
and brought Liberty of Conſcience by Slaughter and De- 
vaſtations? They are Republicans in Principles and Pra- 
gens and ſeldom obey when it's in their Power to com- 
mand. BEES 
Nov is it likely theſe Gentlemen will train up their 
Pupils in the Obedience to the Church? No, no; l 
would as ſoon ſend a Youth, to learn Chriſtianity of the 
Muſiy, as the Doctrine of the Church of Exgland of 
theſe Monsieur. They hate the very Conſtitution of its 
Government, and long ſince pronounced its Ceremonies 
fooliſh and impious, Let us then ceaſę to Wonder, 0 
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Nobility ſtrikes off from the Church to Conventicles: 
French Miniſters have brought Apoſtaſie into faſhion, and 
raiſed the Spirit of Faction in England, as well as in 
France ; and I fear the Infection will dilate, fo long as 
they wind themſelves into Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, and 
govern the Children of the Nobility. 

But waving a French Minitter's Religion, I am not 
throughly perſwaded of his other Abilities. I fear he 
will rather conſult his own Intereft, than his Pupil's Im- 
provement, and husband the Occafion to his own Advan- 
tage. Forthoſe Gentlemen ſettle not among us to ſpend, 
but to gain; to ſupply preſent Neceſſities, and to lay in 
Proviſions againſt Age and Accidents. Now a Man 
that has Preferment in View, and a Fortune in his Head, 
will probably take the ſhorteſt way to his Journey's end. 
A generous Freedom (he knows) as the World goes, is 
no thriving Quality; wholeſome Advice, if unpalatable, 
revolts the Stomach, and alienates the Affection; that 
thoſe, who countenance Vice, are better paid, than thoſe 
that preach up Vertue. This is a ſtrong Temptation to 
the Governour to flacken the Reins, to endear the young 
Gentlemen to him by all the little tricks of Condeſcen- 
dence and Flattery ; and then the Pupil commands, and 
the Governour fays Amen to all his Extravagancies. 

It's true, he betrays his Truſt ; but alas, Sir, Traitors 
are no Phcenixes in our Age. However, he is true to his 
Intereſt; and I find few ſolicitous of others Concerns, if 
their own Work goes on kindly. He may indeed fear a 
Reprimand from the Father; but then he hopes a For- 
tune from the Son; and (believe me) good Coin affects 
more than hard Words. You know, Sir, Men are more 
prone to adore the riſing than the ſetting Sun, and to 
fawn on thoſe who enter upon an Eſtate, than thoſe who 


reſign it. ; / 


You are then I perceive (ſaid the Gentleman) no ad- 
mirer of Travelling: You are for breathing our Native 


Air, and growing Grey under our own Elevation. 


I ſay not ſo neither, (anſwer'd Euſebius) I am not abſo- 
lutely for it, nor univerſally againſt it. Travels may 
improve ſome, and ruin others. They may fit ſome for 
the higheſt Employments, and render others unworthy of 
the loweſt, I think it convenient for the prime Nobility 


to take a walk into the neighbouring Kingdoms; for 
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ſuch are mark'd out for publick Buſineſs; they are, as it 
were, by Birth fix'd in Court, and may pretend to a 


Place ar the Council- able, and to fit at the Upper end 
of the Government. Now People in ſuch Circumttances 


ſhould lay in a competent Stock of Frexch and Dutch, 


that they may treat in Perſon, not by Proxy and Inter- 
preteis. For Buſineſs goes on lowly when carried on 
by Deputy, and Miniſters ſeldom agree when one un- 
deritands not the other. It's proper for them to make 
Tome Acquaintance with Penſionary Heinſius and Mon- 
fieur de Torcy, betore they go over witn a Charadter and 
Credentials. For the Quality of a Friend may halten the 
Diſpatches of the Minilter ; and the Capacity of the one 
forward the Work of the other. EE 


But then, | think, Gentlemen of a lower Rank ſhould. 


not always be upon the Ramble; efpecially thoſe who 
raiſe not their Pretenſions to Court-Offices, but confine 


their Amdi ion to the Dignity of a Country-Juſtice, or 


look no higher than the Place of a Deputy- Lieutenant: 


In fine, thoſe who are cut out for the Country, and de- 


ſign to ſpend their Time and their Money among their 
eighbours. | 
Firſt, Becauſe foreign Breeding is not « la mode out of 
Town. It's too fine complexioned for a Village, and as 
nſcleſs as a Coach and Six in the Mountains of Glamor- 
anſbire. He will ſcarce meet an Occaſion once in a 
Twelve- month, to practiſe French or Italian; and a 
Country-Dance well perform'd will receive more Ap- 
plauſe than a French Minuit, Saraband, or Riccadone. Be- 
ſides, our Country Air will tarniſh the Luſtre of Outlan- 
diſh Behaviour ; Time and Converſation will wath off 
the Varniſh, and then Ariſtotle's Aphoriſm, corruptio op- 
ti mi fit peſſi na, wiil have place; the beſt Manners dege- 
nerate into the worlt, and the fineſt Gentleman makes the 


#* 
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moſt compleat Clown. For what can be more Antick, 


than Ruſticity cut on Breediag ? Methinks it reſembles 
Canvals laid on Sattin, or Embroidery on Linſy-woolſy. 
Secondly, A Gentleman train'd up in the ſenſual Free- 
doms of Venice, and the gaudy Pageantry of Paris will 
return with a Sutfeit of a Country Life. He will regard 
his Home as a Baniſhment, and his own Haquſe as a 
Dungeon. An {:al:an Symphony ftrikes the Organ more 
ſmoothly than that of a Pack of Hopnds.; Comedies, 
Ae SC. [IE Opera's, 


fs; 


4 


„„ Wn 


cd © . 


Sy 
5 


i 


The Gentleman Inſtrufled. 553 


Opera's, and publick &»rrado's of Frinces and Emballa- 
dots draw more pleaſing ProſpeQives in the Eye, than 
thoſe of Dunghills or Cabanes. Gay Company atte&s 
more than Solitude; and Balls ſet off with all the glit- 
tering gawdry ot Silk and Silver are far more tranſport- 
ing than Coun:ry-Hakes. | 62 Ek, 
Now a Gentleman that returns overgrown with theſe 
Notions, byats'd with thefe Incljnations, will he reliſh 
the Campaign, and pen up his |'erfon and Happinels in 
a Village ? No, no, he will take up in Towu ; and on- 
ly viſit his Maucir to refreſh his Lungs, or his Purſe. 
Since the middle of the laſt Age, our Way of Living is no 
more Exgliſb; like our Language, it's piec'd up of French 
and Italian; and to compleat the Oleo, we have thrown 
into the Compoſition the Vices of Holland and Germany. 
The Nobility withdraws from the Country into Town : 
That noble Hoſpitality proper to our Nation is out of 
Ulſe, and almoſt out of Memory, and thoſe Largeſſes 
that entertain'd the Poor run in another Channel: Game 
ſweeps away one Part, gawdy Equipages, or Miſſes the 
other. In the mean time the Provinces are drain'd of 
Men and Money. Some run to Town to ſpend Eſtates, 
and others to gain them. The antient Seats of the No- 
bility are let out to Fack Daus and Screech-Owls, or 
tumble under the Weight of Time, and Cattle graze up- 
on their Ruins; Jam ſeges eſt ubi Troja fuit. 

We may date this Change from the T ime travelling 


became genteel, and wandering @ la mode. Foreign Com- 


merce has brought in foreign Cuſtoms; and as conquer'd 


_ Greece and Aſia overcame the Roman Vertue and Sobrie- 


ty, fo Fraace and Italy have debauch'd ours. 
However, I acknowledge a young Man may improve 
by Travelling, it Caution be uſed: For beyond Sea there 
are great Vertues, as well as great Vices, and Examples 
that delerve Imitation as well as Averſion. You may 
poliſh the Body and the Mind, better the Gentleman, and 
perfect the Chriltian. | SOL RY WER: 
; | | Th © 7 

In the firſt Place, pitch upon a vertuous and prudent 
Governour. Youth is blind, and if it follows a blind 
Guide, their Journey will end in a Precipice, ambo in 
Joveam cadent. A Man that overlooks his own Duty to 
God, will not put a Pupil in mind of his. Our Inſtruc- 
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Qiions and Practice are generally of a piece; and if this 
be tainted, thoſe are ſeldom ſonnd. 


* 8 

Let him be Prudent, neither too indulgent on the one 
hand, nor too lever οn the other. It's no leſs dangerous 
to keep too heavy a hand over a Gentleman, than too 
light; and to baulk all his Defires, than none. A Gover- 
nour may loſe hi Authority by too much Stiffneſs, as well 
as by too much Gondelcentence, And if he commands 
with Haughtineſs, he wilt certain!y be diſobey'd. To 
refuſe a young Man a juſt Liberty is a Temptation to 
take it, and if once the Ice is broken, he will ſhake off 


Dependance, and diſcard Reſpect. 


I would not have a great Fault paſs without a ſuitable 
Correction, nor a ſmall one puniſh'd beyond Proportion: 
For if the Reprimands are equal, the young Man will 
fancy the Faults are alſo, and then he will conclude it's 
better to be teaz'd for ſomething, than to be rated for no- 
thing. When we draw near one and twenty, Severity. is 
ont of Seaſon ; we may be led indeed into our Duty by 
Kindnels, but hardly hector'd into it by Roughneſs. A 
Governour may maintain his Character, if he pretends 
only to adviſe, but will certainly forfeit it, if he pre- 
ſames to command with Empire and Superciliouſnels : 
And therefore I would rather have him wait upon his 


Pupil as a Companion, than as a Spy and a Cenſor ; and 


ply bim more with Counſel than Authority. We often 
yield frankly to the one, and always with repugnance to 
the other. 8 : 


N 4. 
Let him not ſtay too long in a great City; when he 
has view'd what is worth Obſervation, let him purſue his 


Journey. A long Stay breeds Acquaintance, and Ac- 


quaintance expoſes to Debauchery. A Man that knows 
no Body will have no Temptation to tempt another to 
ill, and is out of the Danger of being tempted ; for who 
will ſet upon an Incognito! Familiarity goes before cri- 
minal Aﬀygnations; and Privacy planes the Way for Ex- 
travagance. FL a | Fs: 


There is not, perchance, a City in the World better 


ſtock'd with Men of Parts and polite — than 
5 e „„ Far; 
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Paris; and none more eaſy and ſociable to Strangers. 


A young Man may improve by ſuch Converfation :' He 


may enlarge his Underitanding, and open to himſelf a 


more extenſive Proſpect than by Study and Application: 


And thus he will enter into a handſome Proviſion of 
Senſe, not only without Trouble, but even with De- 
light : He will raiſe a Fortune in Knowledge, without 
the Drudgery of Study, and tranſplant another's Science 
into his own Skill. p pj” 


But then if he may better himſelf by the Company of 
Men, he will certainly expoſe himſelf to a thouſand 
Dangers. If he frequents the Converſation of Women, 
their Language charms, their Expreſſions inſinuate, and 
their Air is impoſing; they paint Gallantry with Wit, 
and both with Freedom; ſo that at the ſame T'ime they 
attack -the Underſtanding and Will, and conquer both 
almoſt without Reſiſtance. How many have I known 


of our Nation faſcinated by theſe Syrexs, enchanted by 
theſe Crerces, They ſtole away their Hearts and their 


Heads ; empty'd their Brain and their Purſe, and com- 
pleatly equip'd 'em for a Mad houſe, or an Hoſpital. The 
Paſſion was too ſtrong for Precept, and the Oratory of 
the Ladies baffled the Counſel of Governours. For Love 
is without Ears, as well as without Eyes, and, what is 
worſe, without Underſtanding. It's true, we ſend our 
Children abroad to learn French Courtſhip, as well as 
Modes; but this Errand is as unchtiſtian as unneceſſary. 


We carry the Principles of this Science within us, and 


Nature alone will teach it at Home without the Aſſiſtauce 
of Outlandiſh Preceptors. Too great a Proficiency in 
the Art is rather to be fear'd than Jgnorance; and it's 
ten to one, that in ſpight of Caution young Men will im- 
prove it ſome Years too ſoon, than a Moment too late. 
And this is the Reaſon ſome leave their Hearts and their 
Conſcience in Fraxce and Italy; and others return with 
a poor Wife, and ſome with an impudent Curtizan. 


1 7. 1 
I would not have a Gentleman ſquare his Obſervati- 


on by Dr. Lyſter's Memoirs of Paris; they are below re- 
mark, and fit better on an Ignoramus, than on a Fellow of 
the Royal Society, or a Gentleman, Let him not therefore 
trifle away his Time in examining Whether . 
a | talles 
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EP" taſtes ſweeter in April Or January 3 or the Roman Lettuces 5 
better than our ,, or the Fiacres more conveniently 


hung than my Lord Embaſſadour's Coach; let him not 
trot about to view rate Collections of Cockle- ſhells, or 
Skeletons, or Todpoles and Spiders: For after all, theſe 
Diſcoveries are not worth the Candle; nay, within an 
Ace as ridicolous as Caligala's Journey to the Sea- ſhore to 
load nis Army with this childiſh Trumpery. Laſſel's 
Voyage will be far more uſeful than Lyſter's; it will fur- 
niſn matter for Inquiry and Obſervation, and both de- 
ligut and inſtruct in your Journey. Here is a ſhort 
Draught of the Advantages and Diſadvantages of Tra- 
velling, I have given you my Judgment of the Matter, 
and leave to your Prudence the.Determination. 
Il am infinitely oblig'd (faid the Gentleman) for your 
Advice and Freedom ; and am perſwaded young Men 
muſt not be ſent abroad without Care and Caution. I 
will take the moſt juſt Meaſures prudence can ſuggeſt, to 
keep my Son within the Bounds of Duty. I am wholly 
of your Opinion, that Vertue is the moſt accompliſhing 
-Ornament of a Gentleman, that this alone renders him 
amiable in this World, and happy in the next. 


Do e eee eee eee eee 
DIALOGUE Vil. 
Of the Souls Immortality. 


Jſebins was invited in Chriſtmas by a Gentleman to 

an Entertainment. He found a great deal of Com- 
pany, who were reſolv'd to be merry ; there were ſome 
ſober Gentlemen among them; but then others were of 
the Town-cut, Dang Goddamme's, that ſpoke ill, and liv'd 
worſe. They had plac'd their Requiem in this World, 
and turn'd off all Thoughts of the other; and when Claret 


had warmed the Head, Impiety broke out at the Tongue; 
- their Heart ſat upon their Lips, and diſcover'd to the 


Company the Corruption that lurk'd within, and one 
might read the Secrets of their Souls in their Words. 
Some were for the High -Church, others for the Low, and 
moſt for no Church. Their Faith was Faction and Inte- 
zelt, and Paſſion the ſole Motives of Credibility. . 
„„ „„ A grave 


a wy wy ww ww wow » 


The Gentleman Inſtrucled. 55 7 


. 


A grave Gentleman thought it his Duty to rebuke the 


Inſolence of the daring Salmoneans: Gentlemen, (ſaid 
he) this Diſcourſe neither ſuits with your Company, nor 


your Profeſſion : It makes the very Soul of a Chriſtian 


ſhrink back, and leaves Nature in a kind of chill. If 


= take the Liberty to blaſpheme God, and play upon 


eligion, I mult take the Freedom to defend both; to 
defire you to leave the Subject, or the Room. For to be 
ſhort, theſe Sallies breed Diſguſt, they are Penance and 
Mortification to the Company. God will call you to Ac- 
count one Day; and if he winks at your Impieties in 
this World, he will puniſh them in the other. 

One of the Blades (whom I call Athymizs) received 
the Correction with a Smile. If God (ſays he) vouch- 
fafes to let me run my Courſe ſmoothly in this World, 
I will venture his Anger in the next. For to be plain, I 
am of Mr. Dryden's Opinion; Our Minds are perpetually 
wrought on by the Temperament of our Bodies, which makes 
me ſi 2 they are nearer allied, than either our Philoſophers 
or School Divines will allow them to be. 


That is, (reply'd the Gentleman) our Soul is indiſtindt 


from the Body: Or in plain Exgliſb, nothing but a Heap 
of Organized Matter; this is a fine Scheme: The Sy- 
ſtem a la mode raked out of the Aſhes of Hobbs and Pom- 
ponatizs, and ſquared for the Latitude of Libertiniſm ; 
that Poſt Mortem nulla Voluptas, removes, rubs, and-planes 
the way for Liberty; for when the Proſpect of another 


Life is ſhut up, Men may ſport without Reſtraint, and 


play without Remorſe; but this is to pretend to Wit, to 
con the Poets. | 


Sir, (faid Athymius) leſs of Exclamation, if you pleaſe, 


and more of Reaſon: Heat muſt not decide the Queſtion, 


but Argument. I am not for implicit Faith, nor over- 
reſigning to Authority; my way is to examine before I 
aſſent, and to preſerve Reaſon in its juſt Liberties: Abſo- 


lute Submiſſion keeps us in a kind of Minority; it palls 


the Underſtanding, and expoſes us to Impoſture; al- 
ways to walk on Crutches is the way to loſe the Uſe of 
our Limbs, and to ſteer by another's Reaſon, to torfeit 
the Benefit of our own. 

Reaſon (anſwer'd ZEaſebius) is an excellent thing; 
but thoſe who bear the Chatter by which they enjoy it, 
ſeem not over-fond of the Poſſeſſion; if your Soul be 


material, 
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material, what becomes of this topping Prerogatiye ? 
Man muſt draw in his Figure, and Herd with Beaſts: At 
molt there will be no more difference between them than 
between a Fox and a Beetle, or Scotch-Cloth and Fine 
Holland; the Materials are the ſame, the Diſtinction lies 
in the Fineneſs of the Contexture. ey: 

I confeſs, (reply'd Atbymius) I ſhould eſteem my ſelf 
happy were I unprovided of Reaſons that demonſtrate 
my ſelf leſs than popular Errors make me; for after all, 
to turn Advocate againſt one's ſelf, to plead againſt out 
Treatelt Prerogative, and to diſpute one's ſelf out of a 
Podibiliry of being happy in the next World, is the great- 


elt Misfortune that can befal a Man in this, but Truth 


muſt have place. I love to know my juſt Dimenfions, 
and as I corn to refign the leaſt Perfection that belongs 
to my, Nature, fo I will never uſurp thoſe that are fo- 
reign : I'll not grow great by Flattery, nor claim a Dig- 
pity ſupported by Ignorance and Viſion. If you can 
prove by Dint of Reaſon my Soul is immortal, I'll 
ſubmit to Demonſtration ; and you ſhall ſee by my Con- 
duct expect Heaven as the Recompence of Vercue, and 
fear Hell as the Puniſhments of Vice. 

Under Favour, (ſaid Exſebias) methinks your Opini- 
on calls louder for Demonſtration than mine; for if it 
prove falſe, you forfeit Heaven for the Miſtake, and muſt 
groan under all the Fhorns of the damned into the Bar- 
gain; whereas I ſhall go off with the Satisfaction of li- 
ving like a Man, tho' I die like a Beaſt. And, tho' I am 
not happy in the next World, I ſhall be out of the reach 
of Miſery. In fine, I bid fair for Heaven, tho” I fall 
ſhort of my Pretenſions. But however, ſeeing you put 
me upon the Proof, I'll condeſcend to your Deſire ; yet 
though you promiſe to ſubmit to Evidence; I cannot be 


_ ſatisfied of the Performance. 


I ſuppoſe, Sir, you will take the Word of a Gentle- 
man (reply'd Atbymias.) — 

The Word of a Gentleman (anſwer'd Euſebiut) made of 
Soul and Body goes as far with me as a Bond, but your Mat- 
ter and Motion Gentlemen's Credit finks low in my E- 
ſteem; for look ye, Sir, any little Accident from without 
may ruffle your preſent Situation, and jumble you into 8 


new ſet of Reſolutions ; it may fluſh a new Train of 


Thoughts, 
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Thoughts, and then adieu to the old : For Matter and 
Motions are bizarr Things, humourſome and capricious 
to Exceſs ; they are arbitrary and ùncontroll'd; you 


muſt will and nill as they pleaſe ; every new Impulſe 


flings a new Figure, and wears off the old ; ſo that you 
are guided by Fate, and drove on by Chance in your Sy- 
ſtem, and conſequently muſt be an Infidel, or a true Be- 
liever, an honeſt Man, or a Knave, in ſpite of your Teeth. 
Now I can no more truſt ſuch a Man than a Puppet: I 
will not venture a Croſs upon his Honour, nor hazard a 
ſingle Six-pence upon his Reputation; for who is not 
Maſter of himſelf, can be no Slave to his Word. 

But for all that, (ſaid Athymius) my Word will go a 


great Way, and my Neighbours look upon it as good 2 


Security as a Mortgage. | 

believe you, (anſwer'd Euſebius;) but this is an In- 
ſtance that thoſe Neighbours are perſuaded your Soul is 
ſomething more than Matter, when they take your Word, 
nay, and your ſelf too when you give it; for who but 
Fools will truſt a Man that is moved by Chance, that is 
puſh'd on by Fate, and drawn by Neceſſity. Thus you 
ſee, Sir, you diſavow your Tenet when you act like a 
Man, which makes me ſuſpect yon only abet it, when 
you intend to play the Beaſt, and that your Diſeaſe lies 
more in the Heart than the Head. : 

If you pleaſe (ſaid Athymiut) cut ſhort and come to 
the Point; Preambles take up Time, and rid no Ground; 
but pray let us not ſteer within Oghe of Metaphy licks, 
nor fall to cappin of Syllogiſms. I am for plain Rea- 
ſon without Fard or Fucus, and it works more kindly in 
honeſt Ergli/fp, than in the barbarous Ergoziſm of the 
Schools. 72 | 

I am for you, (reply'd Euſebius) and you ſhallhear 
thoſe Arguments that are more eafily underſtood than 
eonfuted. Tell me then, is it better to be a Beaſt or 
a Man? . 6 

[ perceive (anſwer'd Athymius] you are fallen into a 
fit ot bantering; the Queſtion is ſcandalous, and the ve- 
ry Compariſon is degrading to humane Nature; he who 
era a Beaſt to Man, deſerves to be thrown among 
em. | a F 
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DIALOGUE VII | 
If the Soul be Mortal, its better to be @ Beaſt than 4 


Man. 


Eaſeb. OUR Anſwer is moſt true, but then your 
L Tenet is no leſs falſe; give Attention to the 
Proof ; nothing falls under Choice bat Good, and with- 
ont doubt a greater Good is preferable to a leſs : Now 
Good and Happineſs a fynonimous, therefore a greater 
Happineſs is preferable to a leſs. Our preſent Diſpute 
: falls therefore within this Compaſs ; whether a Beaſt 
| in your Scheme of the Soul's Mortality be more happy 
than a Man ? I contend it is, and prove it thus. | 
It's evident the Bodies of Beaſts are more robuſt than 
thofe of Men, they are neither ſo ſenſible of Heat nor 
Cold; their Conſtitutions vary not with the Seaſons, nor 
change with the Barometer. Hence may Diſeaſes ſpare 
them that aſſail us; they apprehend not their Pains be- 
fore they come, nor remember them when palt ; they 
only groan under the preſent, and ſo their Dolors are 
momentary. | LE: | 
Beſides, their Pleaſures are more affecting than ours, 
and their Enjoyments more pure ; they are purchaſed 
without Care, and loſt without Trouble ; they are nei- 
ther followed with Remorſe, nor waited on by Repen- 
tance ; they are not clap'd on the Rack by Jealouſy, nor 
haunted by the Fury of Ambition ; they-are too content 
to Hope, and not miſerable enough to Fear ; they know. 
no more what it is to be greater than to be leſs, and 
therefore take no Meaſures to conſerve Fortune, or to 
better it. . 
But poor Man lies open to the Aſſaults of a thouſand an 
Calamities that overlook Beaſts; his Body is an Hoſpital- or 
General of all Diſeaſes, and he entertains them at the Ex- OL 
nce of his Eaſe, and (in the end) of his Life too: 
t the Diſeaſes of his Mind are more numerous and th: 
more tormenting; Hope drives one way, Deſpair ano- co 
ther; Solicitude diſcompoſes the Head, Jealouſy the the 
Heart ; Envy qualms on his Bowels, Prodigality on, his In; 
Purſe ; he keeps no Mein either in Proſperity or Adver- 
fity ; that draws his Reaſon, this overſets his ear” ane 
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he is inſolent in one ſtate, abject in the other; and that 
his Misfortunes may be without Remedy as well as with- 
out Bounds, he calls back paſt Miſcarriages to torment 
himſelf again, and conjures up the Gholts of hisdeparted 
Fleaſures to transform them into Furies; and when he 
can diſcoyer in, the future no real Objects of Diſguſts, 
his Imagination creates them. He ſprings Chymera's, and 
trembles at Monſters that have no Being but in fancy; 
yet though they are fiQtitious, his Fears are real, and by 
conſequence his Miſery. | 


Indeed he is not without Pleaſures, becauſe not with- - 


out Senſe; but then they are ſeaſoned with ſo many bit - 


ter Ingredients, that they rather diſguſt than delight. 


What ſhall I ſay of thoſe brutiſh Tranſports of Lewdnels, 
that hate the Sun, and range about in Shades and Ob- 
ſcurity ? Of thoſe Obſcenities that make up here the Ma- 
hometical Elyſium of Libertines, and in good time will 
throw them into the real Hell of the Chriſtians, In this 
point the Advantage ſtands for the Beafts; their Paſſion 
is as keen, their Senſe as acute as Man's; and, by con- 
ſequence, their Senſation as affecting; but then their 
Pleaſure is not daſht with Shame, nor bought. at the ex- 
pence of Honour or Conſcience; they contrive no Plots 


Enjoy ments of all 
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thoſe ſenſual Objects, in which we place our Reqnze:z. 
So that [ mult conclude, that ſeeing Beaſts (in your Sup- 
poſition) are more happy than Men, it's better to be a 
Beaſt, than a Man. | | 218 

The Conſequence is ſhameful, beyond Scandal, and 
a Man muſt be weary or ignorant of- the Dignity cr 
his Nature to admit ir. What does the Happinefs of 
a Horſe deſerve Envy? Is the Puniſhment of Nebzcoads- 
#92:r become an Ornament to the whole Species? Such 
a Creature ſhould be thrown below his Kind, and con- 
demn'd to wander on the Mountains with Bears and 
. 

Athymins. You have held forth with much Emphase 
upon the Happineſs of Beaſts, and Calamities of Man; 
but you flag in your Inference: For who would chuſe ra- 
ther to be a Stone, than the moſt wretched Man that 
ever breathed? Yet thoſe brave Ages are out of reach of 
Fits of the Gout, and uncapable to receive uneaſy Im- 
preſſions. | | 

Euſebiut. Were ſure my Soul was mort.:, 1. ſhould 
cauſe rather to remain in a State of Nothing, than to be 
miſerable ; for I can't underſtand why Being is better than 
not Being; only becauſe in one State we have agreeab!c 
Senſations, and none in the other; and I declare that 
Exiſtence without Pleaſure here, or hereafter, is no Fa- 
vour, and with Torment a Burthen; and were i ſure ne- 
ver to be pleaſed, I ſhould wiſh my. ſelf into Nothing, 
and pray for Annihilation: Far to maintain that a_mitc- 
rable Being is preferable to no Being, or no ſenfible Bein 
is the wildeſt Thetis that Folly can abet, and I believe te 
braveſt Champions of this ſtrange Paradox may be rac::- 
ed, or even baſtinado'd out of rhe Errour. : 
-- Athyinizs. Suppoſing Beaſts equal Men in the Percep- 
tion of agreeable Senſations, are leſs ſubject to unplea- 
ſing ones, yet they are void of Reaſon. This Advantage 
is proper to Man; and, I muſt tell 5 one Grain of 
Science weighs more than a Tun of ſenſual Satisfaction; 
this diſcovers the Beauty of Vertne, and the Deformity 
of Vice, and throws before the Will a thouſand Reaſons 
to embrace that, and hate this: A vertuous Man, tho 
miſetable, walks in a higher Sphere, than the moſt hap- 

y Beaſt. Who would not charge up to a Cannon“ 
Noch for a good Cauſe, and rather expoſe his wo 
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than deſert Juſtice? I would rather give up my Body to 
2 Tyrant, than betray a Friend, and.die Innocent, than 
live a Traitor: It's worth coming into the World to go 
vertuouſly out of it. A Man whoſe Vertue will bear the 
Trial of Pain, without ſhrinking upon the Torture, is 
more happy than a Debauchee upon the Throne. Suffer- 
ing renders not a Man bad, or unhappy, but the Cauſe ; 
Reaſon pronounces the Tyrant miſerable that murthers 
Innocence, not the Hero that dies for it. Seeing there- 
fore Beaſts are below thoſe noble Qualities, Wiſdom 
and Vertue, I muſt conclude, that the mott wretched 
Man is more happy, than the moſt fortunate Bealt ; and 
therefore, it's better to be a Man than a Beaſt. | 

Euſebius. Y ou harangue upon the Excellence of Science 
like a Peripatetick, and huff upon Vertue like a Stoick : 
i never read Seneca de contemnenda morte, but, methinks, 
1 hear a Coach and Six rattle in the Street; they both 
make a majeſtick Noiſe, and almoſt fright and pleaſe at 
tie ſame Time. # | 28 

Science, no doubt, is a fine Thing, and Vertue a bet- 
ter; but if we ſuppoſe no future State, their Price muſt 
tall, and the Purchaſe of both will never pay the Cha- 
ges of a hundred Objects that fall within the Sphere or 
our Knowledge; few pleaſe us, many are inditterent, and 
moſt torment us. Is it ſo diverting an Entertainment to 
reflect, that Friends betray me, and Enemies perſecute 
me? That wiſe Men ſcorn, and Buffoons burleſque me? 
Were we void of Knowledge, how ſhould we languiſh 
under Hope, or fret under Defire? How ſhould we lie 
open to the Aſſaults of Fear, or groan under the Pangs of 
' Deſpair? It's certain, in your Scheme, this mighty Pre- 
rogative would rather deſerve the Name of a Curſe, than 
ot a Bleſſing; for though ir made us greater, it would 


5 


render us more unhappy. 1 5 ered k 

Courage, Fidelity, and Vertue are great Advantages, 
even upon the Rack, in Suppoſition of the Soul's Immor- 
_ tality, and Innocence in Flames is preferable to Guilt in 
Powerand Pleaſure; for this leads us to an eternal Mi- 
ſery, and thoſe to everlaſting Happineſs; for certainly, 
that Creature is far removed from a State of Happineſs, 
that muſt account for a criminal Satisfaction in Fire and 
imſtone; and he deſerves not the Name of miſerable, 
who paſſes through a ſhort-liv'd Martyrdom into a perpe- 
al Refreſhmencr. O O 2 But 


* 
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But then, if our Souls fink into nothing, when our 
Bodies fall into the Grave, Vice has all the Advantage 
over Vertue; tor that brings prefent Pleaſure, this Pain; 
and then in the other World, the one fears no Puniſh- 
ment, and the other expects no Reward. So that neither 
Knowledge, nor the Practice of Verrae, add a Grain of 
Happinets to Man, if his Soul be Mortal. 


your Hypotheſis; you deſtroy not only the Thing, but 
the very Powers of it. Can Choice ſpring from Fate, or 
Vertue from Neceſſity; how can we be Maſters of our 
Actions, when we are not of our Souls? And if theſe are 
nothing but a Mixture of Matter and Motion, where is 
Liberty to act or not ad, and by conſequence Vertue? 
For who deſerves Blame for what he could not avoid, or 
Praiſe for following the lmpulfe of Neceflity ? 
Azthymins. You may flouriſh on the "Happineſs of 
Beaſts, and the Miſeries of Man, till Doom's-day, but you 
will never perſwade me to truck Nature with an Aſs. 
Enſebins. For all that, Sir, Men of your Principles 
generally make good Progrefs in the Art of Transformati- 
On. Iknew ſome at Twenty, that became Centaures, 
half Beaſt, half Man. Reaſon declared them Men, the 
Abufes of it Aſſes ; Intemperance Swine, and Lewdneſs 
'Goats or Baboons. 
f — — Reafon ends when Raillery begins. You 
have drain'd the Subject, for l perceive Senſe runs low, 
let us ſtart another Argument. . I 
The Second Proof. 
Exſebins. If Man's Soul be mortal, his ſummum 6 
num muſt conſiſt in the Pleaſures of the Body, in the 
Satisfaction of the Senſes: For ſeeing his Nature is 
wholly Material, like that of Beaſts, his End cannot be 
different. Whence it follows, that as Man's Happineſs 
and Perfection riſe with his Brutality; and that he ſits in 
the height of his Greatneſs, when he appears as little 5 
*Lewdnefs can make him; the Reaſon is, becauſe every 
*thing is in the full State of its Perfection, when united 
to its laſt End; then its Capacities are "filled, and this 
Society lays aſleep both the Unquietneſs of Deſire, and 
"the tormenting Impreſſions of Hope or Fear. If there. 
fote the Pleafures of Senſe are Man's ultimate Happinch, 
"the more he indulges, the more happy he is, and mote 
5 ; er 


But, what do we talk of Vertue? It's a Chymera in 
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, perfect. Wherefore our King and Parliament ſhould 
. call in all thoſe Laws, that diſcountenance Vice, and fine 
i Lewdne(s. It was an Act of Injuſtice to make 'em, and 
: is of Cruelty to execute em; they ſcare Men from their 
Duty, and fright them from their ſummum bonum; they 
f ſtigmatize thoſe Adions with Shame that deſerve Ap- 
plauſe, and canonize Sobriety and Self-denial, with ſuch 
as call for Infamy ; for certainly it's laudable to proſecute 


: our laſt End with the utmoſt Care and Diligence; for this 
1 we came into the World: The Purſuit of it is our Duty, 
1 and its Poſſeſſion the Top of our Felicity; therefore Rapes, 

Adulteries, Inceſts, and all thoſe Pleaſures that ſmooth 


the Organ, and oblige the Body, are exempt from Prohi- 
75 bition; they have nothing ill but what is thrown on em 
by Prejudice, Education, and Miſtake. 

But this is not all, for Reaſon tells me, my ſovereign. 
f good js preferable to all others, and that I may comply 
with any Means to purchaſe it: If therefore it be placed 


” in the ſenſual Operations of this Life, to conſerve it, I 
ot may ſwear 8 and con, blaſpheme God's Goodneſs, and 
'F abjure his 510 I may ſheer off from one Religion to 
5 another, profeſs all, and believe none, to fence againſt 
%, Death. Muſt not that Doctrine be monſtrous in it ſelf, 
5 that is ſo flamingly impious in its conſequences? It's a 
Spawn of Hell; I wonder it infeQs not the Air, and turns 
wn all into Plague and Poiſon. | 

7, Athymins, Under Favour, theſe Inferences flow from 


_ Miſtake, not from the Mortality of the Soul. CT 
Euſebius. From Miſtake! if the Soul be Material, 
muſt not its ſupream Felicity conſiſt in the Fruition of 


he ſome Temporal, ſome Senſual Object? 


7 Atbymius. Some Philoſophers are of this Opinion. 

de Euſebins, It is therefore lawful to poſtpone any inferior 
th Good to the Supream, to hazard all Acceſſaries, to en- 

in ſure the Principle. 5 f 

as Athymius. What then? 

1 Euſebius. Why: 1 may at any rate conſerve. Life, if 
of in Danger; for this is the Baſis, the Foundation of Hap- 
bis pineſs; ſo that if a Tyrant commands me to deny God, n 
nd with a Piſtol in one Hand, and a Sword in the other, 1 
- may comply without Offence to my Maker, or Scandal 
65 to my N 11 bour; and then your Crimes minorum genti- 
. um, upon the ſame Account, muſt ſtand for Vertue. 


= Oo 3 Atbymiut. 
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Athymius. You miſtepreſent my Docttine, and expoſe 

it in ſo monſtrous a Dreſs, to hollow in the Rabble upon 

me. I tell you therefore once more, it's more noble to 


die a Man, than to live an Impoſtor : For, as I ſaid, 
Man's ultimate Felicity conſiſt in the Practice of Vertue, 


and his Miſery in the Exerciſe of Vice: Now in the fore- 
mentioned Circumſtances, we muſt give up our Carcaſs 
to Fire and Faggot, rather than ſecure it by a Crime; 
for of two Evils, Reaſon tells me, I muſt chuſe the leaſt ; 
now it's a leſs to reſign Life, than to forfeit our Happi- 
neſs, that conſiſts in Vertue, by Thefts, Murthers, or 
Adulteries... _ 1 | 

. Exſevixzs. No more of Vertue as you love Senſe; in 
your Scheme, it's nothing but Sound and Viſion. 
Acbymius. Though the Soul be Mortal, ſome Actions 
may (1 preſume) conform to the DiRQates of right 


: 


Reaiou, and others deform. 
. Enſebins, Lo the Dictates of Divine Reaſon, but not 
of Man's; for Reaſon in your Hypotheſis muſt be filed off 
the Liſt of our Prerogatives : This glorious Quality finks 
into bare inſtinct, and nothing claſhes with any innate 
Snoop that obliges Sent ITT TITS 
HBeſides, though ſome AQions were deform, and others 
conform to right Reaſon; yet thoſe could not be worthy 
of Blame, nor theſe &f Praiſe, becauſe an Agent com- 


pounded of Matter and Motion acts by Impulte and Ne- 


ceſſity, and by conſequence can neither praQiſe Vertue 
c | | 
But ſuppoſing him capable of Vertue, yer we ſhall find 
it a leſs Evil to deſert Vertue, than to die in. its Defence; 
for if the Soul be Mortal, Death is deſtitute of the very 
Appearance of Good; it ſtrips a Man not only of Happi- 
neſs, but of the very Hope of retrieving the Misfortune, 
for it throws him into a State of Nothing. Now Sin (in 
your Theology) corrects the Evil with ſome Grains of 
Good; it preſerves Lite, the Bafis of Happineſs, and tho 
it ſtops the Stream of Felicity you place in Vertue, it 
does not drain it; he may rife after his Fall, and ſo re- 
cover his Joſt Happineſs ; Death therefore being the greateſt 
Evil, he may purchaſe the Continuation of Life at the 
Expence of Honour, Honeſtly, and Conſcience. - © 
: Athym. Death for the Defence of Ver:ue, has nothing 
evil but Fancy; bear off the ghaſtly Vizours, and 5 
1 „ E . 4 wi 
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will diſcover nothing but Charms: Can Imagination 
frame a Sight more raviſhing than a Hero that declares 
for Vertue on the Scaffold, that dares be honeſt in ſpight 


of Torments? Such a noble Cauſe melts an expiring 


brave Soul into Tranſport and Extaſy; it overiets his 
Faculties with Pleaſure, and drowns them in an Ocean of 
Delight: To ſoar above the common Impreſſions et Fear 


is a noble Flight, and to laugh in the Face of Torments, a 


beautitying Piece of Courage. | 


Euſeb. For all that, you will give me leave to tell you, 
I admire more your Martyr's Stupidity, than his Bravery; 
and I am apt to believe, he would reſign you all his Fleu- 


ſare, if you would take his Pain into the Bargain. But 
ſuppoſe he overflows with Delight in this critical Mo- 
ment, he flaſhes into nothing the next. What Proportion 
therefore is there between the loſs of Life that is Eternal, 
aud the Satisfaction of a Moment? If therefore the Soul 


be Mortal, Vice, with Pleaſure, is preferable to Vertue 


without Reward, and by conſequence your Hero dies 
rather worthy of Pity than Applauſe; becauſe he chuſes 
Death void of all Good, before Life the Baſis of all Hap- 
pineſs, and ſo croſſes manifeftly upon that Statute, by 
which the preſent Controverſy is tried, Of #wo Evzls the 
leſs it to be chojen. & 


See eee 
DIALOGUE 1X. 
If Man's Soul be Mortal, he has no laſt Ead. 


Athym. Ten Arguments ab abſurdo, are ill featured, 


they raiſe more Duſt than Light, and rather 

puzzle than convince; 775 me a direct Proof that the 
Soul is immaterial, and I fling up the Cauſe, 

Euſeb. Abſurdities are the Spawn of Falſhood, not of 


Truth; and when the Sequel is abſurd, the Theſis can- 


not be reaſonable; if therefore a conſequence of the 


Soul's Mortality cut upon the known Truth, the Tenet it 
ſelf muſt be erroneous. Theſe Arguments then are well 


complexioned, and fit for the Poſt 1 affign them; they 


ſpring Evidence, and fluſh Conviction ; Obſtinacy may 
withſtand them, but Reaſon cannot: However, give me 
Karl O 0 4 | leave 
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leave to explain another Inference of your Opinion, and 
then Iwill come to thoſe Proofs you call for. | 
Surely, you are not fo great a Stranger to your own 
Deſires, as not to feel an Inclination to be happy; this 
Paſſion is Hereditary to the whole Species; it accompa- ' 
nies us in all Stations, and even to the Death-bed, when 
all other Appetites either ſleep or expire, this grows more 
keen and ravenous: Now, why has Nature ſtampt on 
our Souls ſuch alonging after Happineſs ? Why has it in- 
flamed us with ſo fond a Paſſion, that we court it under 
a thouſand Diſguiſes? Why has it equip'd us for Con- 
queſt if Victory be impoſſible? Certainly at our Crea- 
tion, God never intended to treat us like __ Fools, by 
| ſending us on Adventures that muſt end, not only in 
Diſappointment, but Affliction. 
All Philoſophers take it for a Paſtnlatum, that zatura 
wil agit fruſtra; if therefore Nature never acts in vain, 
the cark ing Deſire of Happineſs that haunts us from the 
Cradle to the Coffin, may be ſatiated by the Fruition of 
ſome Object. I ſay ſatiated, for Happineſs cannot be 
compleat whilſt we deſire what we do not poſſeſs, or 
fear to be diſcarded of what we enjoy; for Deſire implies 
want in the very Notion, and fear a Poſſibility of want, 
and both ſuppoſe Uneaſineſs and Diſſatisfact ion, and by 
conſequence exclude Felicity. | 
Now it's evident, nothing in this World is able to ſa- 
tiate the Heart of Man, the Poſſeflion never anſwers Ex- 
peQation ; the molt promiling Enjoyments languifh upon 
Experience, and ſleep upon the Senſes; we rowl from the 
Poſſeſſion of one Object, to the Defire of another; diſſa- 
tisied in all States, content in none. Alexander the 
Great could never put any Bounds to his Ambition, 
though he did to his Conqueſts; his Deſires widen'd 
with his Dominions, and when he had almoſt conquer- 
ed one World, his Pride would have attempted the Con- 
queſt of a Thouſand ; the prodigious Treaſures of the Eaſt 
could not ſtop his Avarice; his Wiſhes were as prodigal 
as his Largeſſes: So that his wants ran higher than his 
Revenue, though he had ten Millions of Talents, he 
poſſeſs'd nothing, becauſe he defired more; his Pleaſures 
of Senſe kept pace with thoſe of his Power; yet, after all, 
he was not happy, becauſe diſſatisfied. d. 


Now 
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Now if mighty Princes who walk on Crowns, and 
tread on Silver, who have powerto command Pleaſures, 
and a Fund to ſupport them, feel the Points of Thorns 
on Beds of Roſes, the Pangs of Want in the Arms of 
Plenty, Crofles in Succeſs, and Diſappointment in their 
moſt fortunate Enterprizes, mutt we-not pronounce them 
miſerable in the very height of their Felicity? And if it 
can be found neither in Empire, Riches, nor Senſuality, 
nor in all together, muſt we not conclude Man's ſummum 
bonum dwells in a ſuperiour Region; and that we muſt 
leave this World before we can enter upon the poſſeſſion 
of it! | . | 
In a Word, the deſire of Happineſs is ingrafted in our 
Nature, it may therefore be attained, becaule it's impoſ- 
ſible Men ſhould be born with a natural Tendency to a 
Chymera; there is no meeting it in this World, therefore 

we mult expect it in the other; our Souls therefore ſur- 
vive our Bodies, and if for one Moment, they mult re- 
main Eternally; for .without this perpetual Duration 
there can be no Content, becauſe no Security. Re 
Atbymius. 1 own Philoſophers have been at a Plunge 
to aſſign this ſummum bonum of Man: Some have ſeated 
it on the Pinacle of Honour; others have placed it in the 
Pleaſures of the Body; but the firſt is two thin, two airy, 
and too precarious to ſatiate a reaſonable Soul; and the 
ſecond too brutal. I am inclined to fix it with Ariſtotle, 
in the Satisfaction of our moſt noble Faculty, that has 
no dependance on Fortune, nor lies within the reach of 
Caſualties: Now it's agreed on all Sides, that nothing 
comes up to the Underſtanding, therefore our Felicity 
mult conſiſt in the Satisfaction of this glorious Faculty. 
5 But where ſhall we chop upon this beatifying 

bject | | 

2 prot The ſtately Machine of the World will furniſh 
us a large Proſpect of Contemplation and Pleaſures. I 
can never contemplate the Beauty of the Firmament, 
the fine Subordination of the celeſtial Orbs, their vari- ; — 
ous, yet regular Circumvolutions, but I find my ſelf in 9 
Rapture and Extaſy. Sometimes I dive into Cauſes, | | 
and conſtrue Virgil by Experience, Felix qui potuit re- 3 
rum cognoſcere cauſas: When my Underſtanding is po- LR 
ſed, I ſtep over the, Difficulty, and am even charm'd -Y 
with my Ignorance; for a »o»plas has its » | 
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and there is a Charm in knowing we are ignorant of 
ſomething. e 

Euſeb. This Contemplatian is indeed a handſome Di- 
verſion, but a lean Felicity; and 1 am apt to think it's 
far more capable to puzzle than to content; for alas, we 
ſurvey thote Objects that are at hand through Miſts, and 
thoſe that are remote through falſe Proſpectives: Sothat 
our Ignorance extends wider than onr Knowledge, and 
our Intellect is rather harals'd with Doubts, and alarm'd 
with Suſpicions, than regal'd with ſtaunch Demonſtration. 
Now | tuppoſe Iznorancerather trets the Underſtanding 
than ſatiates it; Doupts rack it, and Suſpicions clap it 
on the Torture: How then can this fine Contemplation 
you talk. of lay aſleep all our Deſires, and place us in a 
ſtate of Repoſe ? | 1 x 

But 2dly, If Hunger ravage my Stomach, and Penury 
my Purſe; if I tug at an Oar, will Contemplation filence 
Appetite? Or fill my Purſe? Or knock off my Chains? 
Alas, Sir, theſe Miſeries fit hard upon a Man in ſpight of 
_ Speculation, and muſt be removed by ſome more effec- 
. tual Means than Knowledge. | . 

34ly, All the World cannot whip and ſpur for Oxford 
and Cambridge; ſome have no Wit for Studies, ſome no 
Inclination, and others no Leiſure; Clowns find upon 
Experiment, that Action turns to better account than Spe- 
culation, and you will never perſwade them to truck the 
Spade for Ariſtotle or Archimedes. ” 

Again, Women, I {appoſe, may lay ſome claim to 
Happineſs as well as Men; muſt they alſo- leave the Di- 
ſtaff to con Plato, and contemplate Nature, whilſt they 
mould make Bone-lace? 1 always ſuppos'd the ſupream 
Felicity of every individual was the ſame with that of the 
whole Species; but no, it varies with Conſtitutions and 
Employmen:s ; and you treat the Sex in England with as 
little. Ceremony. as the Bonzees in Japan, who diſcard 
them of all Title to Happineſs; but this is to poſtpone 
the Scripture to Pomponatius; to rely more on the Reve- 
ries of an Atheiltical Pedant, than on the Authority of 
IEsus CHRIST. | 25 
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DIALOGUE X. 
The Soul is Immaterial. 


Euſeb. Y OV called for direct Proofs of the Immateri- 
= ality, I muſt comply with your Defire, 
Man is a free Agent, and by conſequence his Soul 
draws not its Origin from Matter. Sure you will not 
oblige me to prove athing ſoclear, ſo evident. We ex- 
perience this Libefty in our Attions; we may continue 
the preſent Diſcourſe or interrupt it: I am not neceſſita- 
ted to ſpeak, nor you to hear me. Upon this perſwa- 
ſion of Freedom, Commerce is carried on, and Govern- 
ment founded: Who would truſt a Neighbour, were he 
not perſwaded Honeſty were in his Power? And why 
ſhould a Murderer leave his Life on'a Gibbet if the 
Crime was unavoidable? In fine, why-do all Common- 
wealths diſcourage Vice by Puniſhments, and encourage 
Vertue by Rewards, but upon this Univerſal Perſwaſion 
that Man is a free Agent? This being promiſed, I argue 
thes.: nee ts WSN | Tore 
Liberty is a power to act and not act, when all things pre- 
required for Action are ready; for no Creature can be con- 
ceived free that is antecedently determined to one ſide of 
a Contradiction. Now if there be a Power in Man, that 
can ſuſpend an Action, when all things pre- required are 
preſent, its Action depends not upon any Diſpoſition ei- 
ther in the Object or Organ; and by conſequence, it 
muſt be independent of Matter; but if the Action be in- 
dependent, the Power it ſelf muſt be ſo alſo; for no 
Operation can be more perfect than its Cauſe. 
If you ſay the Will is not determined by it ſelf, but 
by the Charms of ſome apparent Good, or ſome material 
Diſpoſitions in or without the Organ, you overthrow the 
very Notion of Liberty; for then it can no more abſtain i 
from Action, than the Eye, when all things neceſſary 4 
for Viſion are preſent. Seeing therefore Man is ſuppoſed | 
free, and that Freedom is incompatible with a Deter- 
mination that proceeds from any previous Diſpoſition in 
Matter, yet we muſt conclude it determines it ſelf, and þ 
by conſequence, is independent of Matter, (i. e.) Im- 
material. + j-+ On 5 To 
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To expoſe this Truth in a greater Light, do we not 
ſometimes mortify the Inclinations of Fleſh, and hold in 
the Tendency of Appetite? How many tie up their Bo- 
dies to Chaſtity in ſpight of Solicitations? 'Suppreſs the 
Sallies of Intemperance by Abſtinence, and of Drunken- 
neſs by Sobriety ? Now if the Soul depends on the Body, 


it cannot baulk its Inclinations: Can a Horſe reſtrain Ap- 


petite when he ſtands at a full Manger, and faſt in the 


preſence of Provender? Alas, poor Creatures, their Souls 
and Bodies are made of the ſame (tuff; and ſo thoſe have 


no Superiority, nor Juriſdiction over theſe : In all their 
Flights and Purſuits they follow the Direction of Senſe ; 
whatever glides ſmoothly upon the Organ, the Soul em- 
braces, and whatever grates upon it raiſes its Averſion. 
What material Diſpoſition could force St. Laurence 
rather to broil on a Grid - Iron, than to apoſtatize from his 
Religion? They all banded againſt his Reſolution ; Senſe 
perſwaded him to relent, and his Body ſunk under the 
violence of Torments; yet his great Soul was deaf to the 
Clamours of Senſe; it ſacrific d the Body to conſerve its 
Innocence. You may as ſoon perſwade me that Ice can 
burn, and Fire freeze, as that a material Principle can 
thus act contrary to the Diſpoſitions of Matter; but 


St. Lawrence did, and thouſands beſides; therefore there 


is in Man a Principle that determines it ſelf, and conſe- 


_ quently independent of Matter. - - 


2 2K 2 : 2. 

_ If the Soul be material, all Pleaſore muſt be conveyed 
unto it by the Channel of ſome Senſe ;-no-agreeable Per- 
ception can come at it, but by the Mediation of corporeal 


Organs; but the Soul is capable of Delight, that has no 


Inflaence on Senſe, that refides wholly in the Under- 
ſtanding ; thus the Diſcovery of a Truth diſtracted Ar- 
ebhimedes, and he demonſtrated himſelf almoſt out of his 
Wits; he was not abie to bear the Impreſſion of Joy, but 
over-ſet with the affecting Charms of his caſual Diſ- 
covery, he leap'd out of the Bath, and ran naked 


through the Streets, without any Regard to Age or De- 


Now, what plunged this Mathematician's Soul into 
ſuch an Ocean of Delight? Nothing but a new · found 
Truth, ſo proper to the Underſtanding, that no Senſe 
could pretend any Share in it; it came not * ar 


$ 
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Reach of the Eye, or Smell, it was too airy to be finger- 
ed; and I believe a thouſand Demonſtrations, though 
never 10 high ſeaſoned, would prove a meagre Regale to 
the Palate. Seeing therefore a material Soul can receive 
no agreeable Senſation, but from an Impreſſion ſtamp'd 
on ſome Senſe; and that the Pleaſure of Archimedes wass 
not the Odject of any Senſe, we muſt conclude it reſi- 
ded in the Soul, without Dependance on any Senſe, and 
by conſequence that his Soul was immaterial. ' 

Athym. Theſe are a pack of Hackney Arguments, and 
ſent upon all Expeditions ; they are «lied of enfans per- 
due, expoſed in every Rencounter ; but after all, they are 
more fit for Appearance than Service. I have not time 
at preſent to diſcover their Weakneſs; in the mean time, 
9s the Soul immaterial, why mult it be immortal? 

#ſeb, The Arguments 1 propoſe are ordinary indeed, 
and lie in'every Man's way, but they are not leſs con- 
cluding, becauſe obvious; all may underſtand them, but 
no Libertinecan anſwer them. You ask me why, from 
— I infer Immortality? Give me leave to 
put this Queſtion; is the Maſs of Matter, that makes up 
the World, naturally Eternal? 

Athym. Yes, 

Euſeb. Can you prove it? 

Athym. Philoſophers, if 1 am not miſtaken, prove it 
thus; God as Author of Nature never 'withdraws his 
Hand from any Creature but at the Exigence of ſome 
contrary Agent. Now Matter has no contrary ; all the 
operative Gualities in Nature reſide in Matter, and 
though they fall out among themſelves, it enters not into 
the Gare, bending to neither fide, it's a Friend to all- 
In fine, being the common Subje& of Contraries, it can 
be oppoſite to none, and there lies out of the reach of 
Corruption. | 

Euſeb. I receive your Reaſon, but then it anſwers 
pour Query; for if the Soul be Immaterial, it muſt be 
Spiritual; there is no Mean between theſe: two Extreams. 
It cannot be an Aecident: For it's agreed on all Hands, 
that Man is a ſubſtantial Compound ; therefotecthe moſt 
noble Ingredient muſt be a Subſrance. Such is his Soul, 
without doubt, for this entitles him to Reaſon, and ſeats 
him above the Herd. The Soul therefore is = ſpiritual 
Subſtance, (id eff) a Spirit: Now, no material Agent 
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can ad; upon a Spirit, becauſe it can have no Oppoſition 
to it; therefore, ſeeing nothing in Nature requires its 
Deſtruction, it naturally requires to exiſt as well as 
Matter. | | 
Indeed, as God gave it a Being, ſo he can at Pleaſure 
recal the Gitt; but then he mult act as Sovereign, not 
as Author of Nature; for in this Quality he never with- 
draws his conſerving Influence, but at the Exigence of 
_ ſome contrary Agent; now the Soul having no contrary, | 
God as the Author of Nature mult conſerve it Eternally. 
Athym. Your Arguments, though obvious, make ( 
confets) ſome Imprethon, and though they do not con- 
_ vince, at leaſt, they perſwade, but the Reſemblance be- 
tween Men and Beaſts hangs cruelly in my Head; they 
are ſo like, that methinks they muſt be made of the 
ſame Ingredients: Their Species is propagated by Gene- 
ration, they grow up by Degrees, and receive Nouriſh- 
ment and Increaſe from Meat and Drink; ill Uſage heats 
their Paſſions, Kindneſs cools 'em; they hear, ſee, ſmell, 
and taſte, and regulate their Actions by the Senſes ; they 
lie open to Diſeaſes, and at laſt fink under Age or Mala- 
dy; is not this an exact Picture of Man? Does he not 
make as ignoble an Entrance into the World, and as 
ſhameful an Exit, as the vileſt InſeQ? He rolls in Or- 
dure nine Months, and then ſalutes the Light with Tears 
and Clamours; he begs a Livelihood of all Creatures, 
and courts the very Beaſt for Suſtenance and Cloathing; 
- Paſſions grow upon him with Years, Age inſtills Vigour, 
and Malice ſets them on Fire; his Brutality vies with that 
of Bears; and his Cruelty out-runs- the rage of Lions ; 
he is furniſh'd with Senſes as well as they, and gives 
himſelf over to their Direction: If Beaſts languiſh under 
- Diſeaſes, is Man exempt from the Inconvenience? They 
both ſtruggle with Diſtempers, diſpute their Poſt, and 
- then ſurrender to Death, and what remains but breathleſs 
- Carcaſes. Alexander and Batephalus lie on the ſame Le- 
vel, the Duſt of the Emperour has no Privilege above 
that of the Horſe. Seeing therefore Beaſts are Mortal, 
why muſt we inveſt Man with Immortality? A Reſem- 
blance of Operations ſuppoſes a Likeneſs of Principles ; 
and when the Effects are equal, it's againſt Reaſon to 
make the Cauſes unequal. „ e 
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_ Eiiſeb. In the firſt place, your Argument proves as 
ſtrongly the Immortality of Beaſt's Souls, as the Morta- 
lity of Man's. „ 

Athym. Nay, then I'll forſwear diſputing. TN 

Euſeb. Would all Gentlemen take the fame Reſolution, 
Religion would be more regarded among us, and the Ci- 
vil Goverhment leſs divided; for whoſoever diſputes Arti- 
cles of Faith, believes none; and it's a general Remark, 
that thoſe who eternally euter upon Controverſy, give 
more Evidence of Infidelity than Wit: This is (if l am 
not miſtaken) your Arguments there is a moſt perfect 
Reſemblance between Men and Beaſts; both. as to the 
Neceſſity of dying, and to all the apparent Sequels of 
Death; but Beaits die entirely, theretore Men die en- 
tirely. | 

Athym. It is. 8 

Enſeb. Let us now turn the Tables; here 15 @ moſt 
perfect Reſemblance between Men and Beaſts, both as to 
the Neceſſity of Dying, and to all the apparent Sequels of 
Death; but Men die not entirely, therefore Beaſts die not 
eatirel 2 1 c ; 

4 Under Favour, you obtrude a wretched So- 
phiſm for a ſtaunch Reaſon ; my Argument ſtands upon an 
wowed Principle, whilſt yours ſuppoſes the Queſtion we 
contend for: It's agreed on both tides, the Souls of Beaſts 
are Mortal; if therefore there appear an exact Conformi- 
ty between them and Men, in the whole Series of their 
Life, and Sequel of their Death, I may very philoſophi- 
cally infer Men's Souls are Mortal, ſeeing we both agree 
thoſe of Beaſts are; but you cannot concludethe Immor- 
tality of Beaſt's Souls from that of Men, for this lies un- 
der Debate; we are in queſt of this Prerogative, and can- 
not determine whether Man owes his Claim to Nature, 
or Flattery, or Viſion: The Conſequence therefore 
iraws from one contelted Antecedent is illegal; it nei- 
[ner helps the Opponent, nor foils the Defendant. 

Euſeh, The Queſtion is not what | believe, but what 
you can reaſonably conclade preciſely from the Reſem- 
blance between Men and Beaſts. I ſay, you can no more 
infer the Mortality of human Souls, than the Immorta- 
lity of thoſe of Beaſts. We ſee the one and the other die, 
but the Senſe is unable to bring any News of the Soul, 


though you ſend them on Diſcoveries: If you venture up- 
on 
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on a Diſſection of their Bodies, you may come at the Di- 
ſtemper that carried them off: But you will meet with no 
Symptoms of Mortality or Immortality ; and therefore 
\tanding to the bare Reſemblance, your Argument has no 
advantage over mine. 

But I acknowledge (ſay you) that the Souls of Beaſts 
are Mortal ; but then remember, I believe thoſe of Men 
to be Immortal. If therefore you abandon the Reſem- 
blance, and caſt the Cauſe upon my Authority, rely upon 
it, in one Caſe as well as in the other: If it is of no weight 
for the Immortality of Man's Soul, why ſhall it enter in- 
to the Proof of the Mortality of Beaſts? | 

If the Reaſons with which I eſtabliſh the Mortality of 
the Souls of Beaſts, prove the Mortality of thoſe of Men, 
you come up to the Point; in this Caſe my Reaſons might 
help on your Argument, . but not by Authority ; but alas, 
Sir, the Reaſons for the one fide have no relation to thoſe 
of the other: T hoſe that maintain the Mortality of Beaſts 
are foreign to Man, and would remain in their full 
Strength though he were not in Being: f 

To draw to an end, I grant the Souls of Beaſts are 
Mortal, and that there is a great Reſemblance between 
them and Men; the Queſtion is, what can be legally in- 
ferred from this Similitude? I ſay nothing, but that al! 
that is animal in Man dies; his Body dies, his ſenſitive 
and vegetative Life end, and all thoſe Faculties that de- 
pend on corporeal Organs ceaſe with the laſt Breath. This 
is a fair Inference, and all Chriſtians receive it; but then 

it ſtops at the animal Part of Man without touching the 
reaſonable, whoſe Being and Operations have no depen- 
dance upon Matter. | 

But you reaſon as ill as you believe, and your Logick 
is of the ſame Stamp with your Tenet. Man (ſay you) 
reſembles Beaſts in thoſe Things that are common to both, 
meerly as they are Animals; therefore he reſembles in tho 
Things that are proper to him as Man. Again, Beaſts die 
according to the ſenſitive Life, which is eſſential to Ani- 
mals, but Man reſembles Beaſts in that which is eſſential 

to Animals; therefore be dies as to the rational Life, which i 
not eſſential to Animals. In fine, Man is Mortal as to his 
Body, therefore he is Mortal as to hit Soul, If this be Rea- 
ſon, what is Sophiſm? To conclude from a Part of the 


Whole is a Soleciſm in Logick ; and to atiribute 8 a 
5 | thing 
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thing abſolutely, that belongs to it merely per accident, is 
to defy Reaſon. l 

In fine, if there be a great Reſemblance between ſome” 
Operations of Men, and thoſe of Beaſts, there is as wide a 
difference between others; if therefore from a Conformity 
of Actions you infer a Similitude of Principles, pray ſuffer 
me to conclude a difference of Principles from the diffe- 
cence of ACttions, ; 

I have already thrown before you ſome human Opera- 
tions that mult proceed from a Principle wholly different 
from any that is to be found in Beaſts; and to go no fur- 
ther, What is there in Beaſts that bears any Proportion 
to the Underſtanding ? It enters into the very Eſſence, and 
rifles the moſt abſtruſe Receſſes of Nature; it defines, di- 
vides and diſtinguiſhes ; its Motion outſtrips the Winds, 


and its Rapidity diſtances Lightnings; in a Word, it em- 


braces the Poles together, and at one intellectual graſp, 
clutches the whole Extent of the Univerſe. Beſides, Man's 
Soul calls all the Material Faculties to account, and minds 
the Senſes of their Miſtakes; ir impeaches the Fancy of. 
Folly, and laughs at thoſe Mormo's it creates to fright us ; 
If it be of the ſame Alloy with them, how came it by this 
deſpotick Power? Who commiſſioned it to call them to 
the Bar, and to pronounce Sentence? View all the Beaſts 
of the Field, and Birds of the Air, and you will not find 
one whoſe Soul pretends to any Superiority, to any Juriſ- 


diction over their Bodies; they follow the Guidance of 


Senſe, and believe the Intelligence of Fancy; they cor- 
rect no Errors, becauſe they perceive none. Survey not 
their paſt Actions, nor conſult upon the future; for their 
Souls drawing their Origin from Matter, they derive all 


their Knowledge from the Senſes; and thus in Nature 


being equal, can exerciſe no Act of Superiority; for he 
who corrects muſt be more knowing than he who is cor- 
rected, and he who commands than he who is forc'd to 
obey. Seeing therefore the Soul of Man commands the 
material Powers, unmasks the Illuſions of Fancy, and the 
falſe Reports of Senſe, that it Judges of Objects not ac- 
cording to the Repreſentations of corporeal Organs, but of 
a ſuperior Principle; it muſt be more Noble than Senſe, 
ſuperior to Imagination, independant of Matter, and con- 
ſequently Immaterial. FD WT 


p p a Athym. 


1 


Py \ 
9 0 


578 The Gentleman Inflruted, 

Athym. Well, Sir, we have waded into the Depth of 
the Controverſy, it's time. to retire: your Arguments 
look fair without; at my leiſure I will examine whether 
they are ſound within. „ 

Exſeb. It's ſtrange that Men who build their Infidelity 
upon, Conjectures will yield to nothing but Evidence: 
Why ſo much Caution againſt Truth, and ſo little again 


Error? Is it ſo much your Intereſt to be in the Wrong? 
And ſuch a Grievance to be in the Right? Spend ſome | 


cool IT houghts upon the Matter; Sperm ac metum exami- 
na, confront your Hope with your Fear; examine what 

ou {hall gain if your Soul be Mortal, what you will loſe 
if Immortal? If Immortal you forfeit all; if Mortal no- 
thing. If therefore the Queſtion were merely problema- 
tick, you ſhould ſtand for that fide that promiſes more 
and threatens leſs, & quotes incerta erunt omnia tibi fave, 
if 1 am not miſtaken 1 ſhall never deplore my Error, nor e- 


ven perceive it; but alas, Sir, if you are in the Wrong, 


you will once diſcover yours, and always deplore it, but 
never retrieve your Misfortune. 

The Arguments of Exſebixs made ſome Impreſſion on 
the Gentleman, and this ſhort Reflection more; but the 
diſmal end of that Arch-Atheiſt Theomachns finiſht his 
Converſion: So that I may ſay the Gentleman was rather 
ſcared than argued into a Senſe of his Duty. Euſebiu, 
received in the nick of time an exact account of that un- 


_ fortunate Gentleman's Death from a Friend ia Town; 


and it's ſo remarkable in all its Circumſtances, that God 
ſeems to have permitted it for the Inſtruction of Poſteri- 
ty, and to convince Libertines, that he not only puniſhes 
their Impieties in the next World, but often in this. EA 
ſebius read the Letter as follows. TR 


- Honoured Sir, ] 

 Ermit me to interrupt your Retirement with a ſport Ac 
count of a deplorable Accident: Your Antagoniſt Theo- 
machus rs zo more; Divine Vengeance bas overtaken his Im- 
paeties, and made his Puniſhment no leſs aſtoniſhing than bi 
Crime]; he left the World a Convert indeed, but not a Peni- 
tent : For though he diſowned Atheiſm, he retained the Sin, 
and delivered himſelf into the Hands of God's 7 . be- 
cauſe he deſpaired of his Mercy : So that one would think be 
acknowledged a God merely to provoke him; for by denying his 
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| Mercy to be infinite, he forc'd him to exert bis Fuſtice, and 


dared him to damn him, in ſpite of all his Iuvitations to Re- 


Penance... | | | 
That unfortunate Harlot, that ſometime before began his 


Rain, at length compleated it; ſo true it it, that the In- 


[Iruments of our Sins, 25 often thoſe of our Puniſhment, 
and that we find our Miſery in thoſe very things in which 
we place our ſupream Felicity: This Creature norwithſtand- 


ing bad nothing extraordinary to recommend her, but the Li- 
berties of a Proſtitute, and the Freedom of her Profeſſion ; 


-nfurniſh'd of one good Quality, fhe had gleaned up all the 
bad ones of the Sex: In a Word, if her Face was fair, her 
Soul was black, her Fore-head of Braſs, and her Heart of 
Steel: However ſbe ſubdued Theomachus, aud maintained 
ger Conqueſt ; he ſurrendred at Diſcretion, and to purchaſe 


her Favour made over his Heart, bis Eſtate, Reputation, aud 


2 the End bis Soul alſo to this Town-Filt ; for ſhe was no 
etter. een 5 

A Friend took Compaſſion of this poor Gentleman, and ſup- 
poſed he might conjare down his Paſſion, by expoſirg the 
Lewaneſs of his Idol: But alas, Theomachus was not only 


_ enchanted withthe Charms of ber Perſon, but (what is more 


incredible) with thoſe of her Vertne.: So that for Thanks he 
returned Curſes, and amd Sat1sfadtion for the Advice, in- 
lead of benefirtizg himſelf. | \ | 
Nay, Sir, (ſaid the Friend) of po ſoon make a Bank- 
rupt, if I A yer C _ and pay for it too. I have 
diſcharged the Daty of a Friend, 5 take me for an Eue- 
ny who can help it? My Intention is friendly, and my Coun- 
ſel wholſome. Why do yon miſconſtrue that, and turn this 
into Poiſon? It's no Injury to tell a Friend be is injured; no 
Afﬀfront to convince him 2 is affrouted; Well, Sir, I aban- 


don you to ber Mercy, and I am ſure 1 cannot leave you in 


worſe C ompany. © | | ; | 

1heomachus acquainted bis Miſtreſs with the Paſſage, 
and envenomed bis Friend's Diſcourſe with a mortiſying Com- 
ment; ſhe. 


venge ſet all ber Humours on Fire. She would by all Means 
forſooth abandon her Gallant, unleſs he vindicated ber Ho- 


| roar, promulge his Cowardice, and curſe bis Ingratitnde. 
1am informed this was nothing but Artifice and Strata» 


gem: She had been too prodigal of her Fauourt, to be 85 


, 


ont into all the Extravagances of Paſſion ar 
the Recital; and would have melted into Water, 4 wot Re- 
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her Reputation, ſhe had long ſince diſcharged both 8 
po Conſcience, 8 her Glory in the very Centre of 
Inſamy. She had plumed poor T heomachug to feather ber 
4 „ and Was no n e remove bim ont of the 


way to make room for freſh Gallants; fo that ber: Enemies 


Death was the Pretence, and Theomachus 15 the real De- 
iu of ber Revenge. 


T his poor Gentleman had no mind to gue to the Sword 


in Defence of his Miſtreſs; be knew. ber Cauſe was as bad 


as his Skill; but however, overcome by her Importnnity, he 
ſent a Challenge, and required an Anſwer ; this done, raiſed 
more Pity than Anger in bis Friend's Breaſt. Theomachus 


| (ſaid be) bat lived ber Slave, he has now a mind to turn 


Knight-errant, and die ber Martyr.: Tears may indeed waſb 
out her Crimes; but all the Blood in his V ems 1s unable to 
reſtore her Innocence. I have performed the Office of a 
Friend, be provokes me to add that of an y; he ſcorns 


my Counſel, and importunes me for a Stab; but if ill Na- 


ture deſerves Reſentment, it ſhall not move me to Re- 


| = Wk Theomachus was on fire, and the Filt blazed 
it into æ Flame; he met bis Friend, and drew upon him with 
the Rage of an Enemy, but Fortune declared againſt him as 
well of per the Sword ſlips through his Lags, and be 
ſpeechleſs to the Ground: He was carried home in a Trance, 
aud every Body ſuppoſed he breathed his laſt; his M;ſ5, who 


had been 1 to his Misfortune, was all Sorrow © 


without, all Joy within LEY wept in earneſt, but mourned 
in jeſt, and indeed ber Grief appeared tos extravagant 10 
be real: Reaſon at length returned, and Theomachus with 
rowling Eyes, and deep Sighs cried out, Where am I? Ob, 


I barn and freeze, Fire and Ice poſt — 2 every Vein; 


methinks I feel all the Pains of the Damned. I leave Time 
behind, and ſtaud upon the Brink of Eternity. 

WH hat, ſays a Gentleman, is then the Soul immortal? I. 
there a Hell to puniſh Crimes, aud a God to inſlict the Pu- 
nfhment ? I thought the Exiſtence of a God was V iſion, and 
of a ſuture State, Fable and Romance. | 

Paſſion (replied Theomachus) concealed thoſe Truths, 


- Death diſcovers the Heart may be an Atheiſt, but not Rea- 
ſon. What we e deſire, tue eaſily believe: A vebe- 


ment Paſſian ſupplies the place of Demonſtration ; but now 
Ln, the ProjdeZ of Degb has laid thoſe Vapours, thas ir 
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terpoſed between Time and Eternity ; the Curtain is drawn, 
and I take a full Survey of that boundleſs Ocean without Bot» 
tom, without Shore. h 

The Company over-joyed at this unexpetted Converſion, 
called a Divine to bring him to a perſect Senſe of bis Dany 
he laid before him all the Motives, Charity and Learning 
were able to ſuggeſt, and preſs'd them home with ſuch a mos 
ing Emphaſis, that all melted into Tears, beſides the unfor 
tunate Gentleman whom they moſt concerned. 

Sir, (ſaid the Divine) your Glaſs is run; feu Moments 
divide you from Eternity: Ton ſtand upon the laſt up cx 
of Time, and will either fall into the Torments of the - 
ned, or fly up into the never-ending Pleaſures of the Bleſſed. 
Impe nitence conveys you to Hell, a — Repentance into 
Heaven; though your Sins are great, God's Mercy is great- 
er; ask Pardon, be will not refuſe it; a contrite Soul diſ- 
arms his Fuſtice, and turns his Severity into Mercy. 

The ſict Man ſhewed more Symptoms of Rage than of Re- 
pentance at the Diſcourſe, and ſeemed rather ſullen thas 
moved with the Exhortation. by. A e 

At laſt, I remember the time (cry'd be, with a doleful 
accent) when thoſe words would have diſſolv'd me into Tears, 


and ſplit my Heart with Sorrow; but now, alas, my Eyes are 


drier than a Flint, and my Heart more obdurate than Mar- 
ble I ſee my Crimes, and tremble at the Proſpect, but can-. 
not deteſt them. ! e 
If you caſt one Eye (replied the Divine) on the heinouſ- 

neſs of your Sins, pray turn the other to the greatneſs of God's 
Mercies; if the one breeds Deſpondence, the other Hope and 
Confidence: One I have finned to the Lord, freed David 
from the Guilt of Adultery and Murder: T be good T bief 
mounted the Croſs a Criminal, and was taken down a Saint; 
et ove memento mei wrought his change, and ＋.— bim 
from Hell to Heaven. Peter, the Favourite of JESUS CHRIST, 
baſely diſowned his Maſter, and back'd Apoſtacy with Oaths 
aud Perjury; yet no go did be deplore his Sin, but 
- hriſt proucunced his Pardon, and received him into bis 

avonr. | 

 T beſe | Inſtances, Good Sir, (ſaid. Theomachus) come 
not up t0 — Caſe; they ears at" their Duty through. 
Freilty; Human Infirmity bad a greater ſhare in their | 
Falls than Malice; and thus they ſeem rather worthy of 
Compaſſion than Puniſhment : But I have not only feng 
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582 The Gentleman Iiftrudted. 4 


. God's Laws, but flew in his Face I have defied bis Perſon, 


and denied his very Being: An Infinite Juſtice muſt chaſtiſe 
ſuch a flaming Inſolence; nay, and 1 my Sentence 1s 
pronounced, and nothing remains to compleat my Miſery bat 
tbe Execution. Mg | 


A leaſt (replied the Divine) ask Darden T; be danged 


n. of a Fear of being damned is extraordinarys God has 
engaged bis Word, he will not refuſe his Mercy to thoſe who 
funcerely implore it: He invites, be ſollicits you to accept his 
Ofer, * will you oblige bis Goodneſs. to abandon you 10 
the diſmal Reſentments of his Fury? Has Hell ſuch Charms: 
Are lit Threats ſo inviting, and his Promiſes ſo fright- 


The Loſs of. Heaven (anſwered Theomachus) bolts Dart; 
of Sorrow and Rage through every Artery; and the very 


[pprehenſions ell. ftretches my Limbs upon ail the 
1. the Tortures of the — 3 Fas 1g I feel 


the dire Embraces of thoſe mercileſt Flames, and ſmell th: 
Vapours of Fire and Brimſtone. Did I repent, God I know 
would receive me into bis Mercy, but I cannot, I will not. 
Scarce had be ſini ſh d this deſperate Harangue, which moved 
the Standers-by to Horror, Indiguation, and Compaſſion tac; 
but muſtering ap all bis Forces, be raiſed himſelf up, and 
claſping hit Arms about his Miſtreſſes Neck, Fot thee 
ſaid Fe) alone do I deſite to live; in Defence of thy 
onour I die, thou haſt been my ſole Happineſs in this 
Life, and Iwill have no other in the next. Ia this Poſture 
expired Theomachus, an unbappy Inſtance to bimſelf of 
God's Fndgment upon Atheiſts, but I bope it may prove for- 
zunate to others, r 


Honoured Sir, 


4 ; 
N. N. 
a 1 L L 5 2 
1 * * - 5 , 5 ; 


Euſebiat read the Letter with Tears, and the Compa- 


' ny heard it wick Tranſports of Admiration ; all pitied 


the Gentleman's Misfortune, and blamed his Obſtinacy. 
Well (faid A:hymins) I ſee Atheiſts and Libertines are 


leſs ſatisfied with their Principles than they * 
130 : they 
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they. will ſtand for them x/qze ad arat, to the Death. bed, 
but then when they ſtep into Eternity, they leave them 
behind. If there be a God in the other World, cextain- 
ly there is one in this; and if our Souls are Immortal 
when we die, they are Immortal whilſt we live. Theo- 
nachus ſwore the Soul into Matter, and hectored God 
out of Being, but could never Reaſon them into nothing; 
his Rhodomontadoes ended in Trembling, and his Laugh- 
tet in Deſpair. God has left his Puniſhment a ſad 
morandum to the Living; 1 will profit by his Misfortune, 
and not inſtru& Poſterity by my own, 
Euſebius was ſcarce come to himſelf; the Letter caſt 
him into a Melancholy Contemplation of T beomachas's 
Diſaſter, and God's ſevere Juſtice upon the wretched Gen- 
eman. At length (turning to the Company) T heoma- 
h (ſaid he) is gone, and his Death anſwers the Te- 
nure of his Life; bis Pleaſures have taken wing, and 
what remains but a Coffin for his Body, and a Lake of 
Fire and Brimſtone for his Soul; he fed high (like the 
rich Glutton) and drunk higher; and as he followed 
his Example in this World, fo has he met with his Pu- 
niſhment in the other, and now cries loud for a Drop of 
Water to refreſh his Tongue, as before for Champargneto 
Senſuality. Gentlemen! Vanitat Vanttatum&F om- 


obli 
nia a a all Temporal Enjoyments are vain and tri- 


vial, purchaſed with Pain, potſeſs'd with Fear, and loſt” 

with Regret, they diſguſt a good Man, and are unable 
to ſatiate an ill one; they may glide upon the Organ for 
2 time, but cannot ſmooth the Heart; they fawn upon 
the Senſes, but always give a ſtab at parting. There is 
no Pleaſure here but in the practice of Vertue; this in- 
deed is worthy the Purchaſe, and will pay Charges with - + 


Intereſt; it raiſes a Man above Fear, and diſencumbers 


him of all the uneaſy Pangs of Deſire; it turns a Sin- 
ner into a Saint, it gives him in hand a Title to Heaven, 
and the Poſſeſſion in Remainder. 

Let us allow ſome time to cool and ſober Thoughts, 
and not make der our whole Lives to Merriment, that 
muſt end in Tears, or untepented, in never-ending De- 
lpair, We walk on uneven Ground, and if we ſhut our 
Eyes, every Step leads us to a Precipice, from which 
there is no return: If Caution can give no Security, into 
what an Abyſs will Negligence plunge us? _ 1 
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Take up then, Gentlemen, and abandon Lewdnefs be- 
fore it abandons you; turn Neceflity into Vertue, and 
de bonne Grace, what within ſome' Years you muſt 


reſi 
* foight of Reluctance and "Sao There is no 
r F 


Recipe againſt Death, no Protection; its Stroak is ſure, 


and often unforeſeen; it tacks not ſo much by Vio- 


lence as Stratagem; and f it ſurprizes us unprovided, 
we are undohe for ever, for on this Moment depends an 
Eternity: It's eaſy to prevent an Eternal Miſery, but 
impoſſible (when once we are fallen into Hell) to abate 
the Flames, or to extinguiſh them. | | 

Ob the deplorable State of a damned Soul! To feel 
elways all the Evils, and all tag ether that can be feared. 
What Death ! Never to enjoy the leaſt Good that can be 
defired? What Life! To ſuffer always! To deſpair al- 


ways! And never to hope, will be the Eternal Imploy- 


ment of a Reprobate! How little do Gentlemen be- 

Truth ! How little do they comprehend 

it! And this is the Reaſon they fin without Fear, with- 
put Remorſe. | | | - 

Oh the Folly of Men, who will not believe till Flames 

conſume their Infidelity, but not their Crimes ! Till 


Repentance proves Upprofitable, and their Miſery be- 


gomes Eternal! 


